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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


GOVEHNOR OF BENGAL. 


His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Richahd Gahdiner Casey, c.h., d.s.o,, 

M.C. 


MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. 

The Hou’ble Khwaja Sir Nazuiuddin, k.cm.e., in charge of the Home 
(Civil Defence Co-ordination) department. 

The Jlon^ble Mr. H. S. Suiiiiawardy, in charge of the Department of Civil 
Supplies. 

The ITon’ble Mr. Tm.-S] Ciiandkv G().‘^\vami, in charge of the Finance 
Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAnizcnniN Khan, in charge of the Education De])art- 
ment. 

The Hon ble Mr. IUrada Prosanna Pain, in charge of the Department ol 
Communications and Works, 

The IJori’ble Khan Bahadur Saiykh Muazzamuddin Hosatn, in charge of 
the Department of Agriculture (Rural Reconstruction). 

The Hon’ble Mr. T\hak Nath Mckerjea, m.b.e., in charge of the Revenue 
Department (Evacuation and Relief). 

The Ilon’ble Nawab MrsiiAUiOiFE Hossain, Khan Bahadur, in charge of 
the Judicial and Legislative Departments. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja SHAiiABrnmN, CjB.e., in charge of the Depart- 
ments of Commerce, Labour and Industries (including Post-War 
Reconstruction). 

The Hon’ble Mr. Premhari Bauma, in charge of the Forests and Excise 
Department, 

The Hon’ble Klian Bahadur Muulvi Jalaludihn Ahmad, in charge of the 

> Department of ]ni])lir Health and Ix>cal Self-Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr, Behary Mullick, in charge of the Publicity 

' Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Jocje.vdra Nath Mandae, in cburge of the Co-c»pertttivf 
Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

Speak KH. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. SyKi> Navsheh Au. 

Deputy Speaker. 

Sy'EI) J\i\Lri)i>iN Hashemy, Esq. 

SecretaWy. 

K. Au Afzvi. Esq., Barrister-.\T‘Law. 

First Assistant SE(Ri-rr\HY. 

Ajirt Ranja.v Mi khkiuea, Esg., m.sc., b.l. 

SpAONfi Assistant Secretary. 

Khan Sahib Qaxi Saduul Ola. 

Registrar. 

Maiilvi Ml). Najibullah. 

Panel of Chairmen. 

(1) Kiran Sank nr Rov, Esq, 

(2) J. R. Walker, Esq. 

(3) Shamsuddin Ahmed, Esq. 

(4) Dr. Sir A, F. Rahman. 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. [Narayanganj East (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. | Tan^^ail West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hafiz Mia, Mr. rKuripram South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. [Khulna (Muhammadan). 1 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. [Mymensin^jph West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Ilakim Vikrampun, Alaulvi Md. [Munsbiganj (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Halim Molla, Mr. Muliaininad. [Nadia W\*st (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. [Pabna West (Mubamraaaan).] 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. [Kishoreganj North (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi, (l)inajpur Central East (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. [Jamalpur North (Muhaminauan).] 

Abdul Kader, Mr. [ I’atiiakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Karim, Mr. [Jamalpur ruin Muktagar’ba (M)ihaminadan).] 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. [Munikganj West (Muhammadan). J 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi. [Mymensingh North (Muhammadan).] 

*Abdul Majid, Mr. Syeo. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Motalel) Malik. Dr. [Nadia East (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahab Khan. Khan Bahadur, (Bakarganj AVest (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul AA\ihed, Maulvi. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 

•Abdulla-Al Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 

*Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. j24-Parganas North-East 
(Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. (Muslim Chamber of Commerce.) 

Abdur Rasheed, Maulvi Md. [Birbhum (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Rasehid Mahmood, Air. [Serajgani North (Muhammadan).] 

^dur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvi S. [Howrah (Afuhammadan).] 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah. [Rangnur South (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. [Feni (Muhammadan).] 

Abdus Shaheed, Maulvi Md. ["Dacca North Central (Muhammad^).] 


'Parliamentary Secretary. 
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Abidur Reza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Chandpur West 
(Muhammadan).] 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. fGaibandha North (Muhammadan).] 

Abul FazJ, Mr. Muhammad. [Madaripur West (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Hashim, Maulvi. [Burdwan (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Hosain Ahified, Mr. [Netrokona North (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Masud, Maulvi Kazi. [Nator (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Quiwem, Maulvi. [Hooghly (Muhammadan).] 

Aftab All. M.r. (Water Transport Trade Union.) 

Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. [Jhenidah (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed Ali Mridha, Maulvi. FGoalundo (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Ilosain, Mr. [Gaibandlia South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Aifazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Midnapore (Muhammadan).] 
.Arainullah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Noakhali Central (Muhammadan).] 
Amir Ali Mia, Maulvi Md. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 
Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera Central (Muhammadan).] 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Manikganj East (Muham- 
madan).] 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi. [Pabna East (Muhammadan).] 

B 

Badi Ahmed CTliaudhury, Khan Bahadur Haji. (Chittagong Landholders). 
Badnulduja, Mr. Syed. [Berhampore (Muhammadan).] 

Banerjee, Mr, Pramatha Nath. [Burdwan North-West (General).] 
Banerjee, Mr. Sibnath. [Howrah (Registered Factories).] 

Banerjee, l)r, Suresh Chandra, [(-alrutta and Suburbs (Registered 
Factories). ] 

Banerji, Mr. P. [24-Parganas North-West (General).] 

Banerji, Mr. Satya Priya. (Rajshahi (General).] 

Barat Ali, Mr. Mohammad. [Serajganj Central (Muhammadan).] 

Barma, the Hon’ble Mr. Premhari. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Banna, Mr. Puspajit. [^Rangpur (General).] 

Barman, Babu Shyama l^rosad. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Barman, Mr. Upeiidra Nath, [dalpaiguri cum Siliguri (General).] 

Basu, Mr. Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (General).] 

Basu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. [Calcutta P)ast (General).] 

Bell-Hart, Miss P. B. (Anglo-Indian Constituency.) 

Bhowmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. [Midnai)ore East ((General).] 

Birkmyre, Sir Henrj', Bart. [Hooghly cum Howrah (European).] 

Bisw'as, Babu Lakshiui Narayan. [Nadia ((General).] 

•Bisw'as, Mr. Rasik Lai. [Jessore (General).] 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. [Faridpur (General).] 

Bose, Mr. Sarat Chandra. [Calcutta South (General).] 

C 

Chukraburtv, Mr. Jatindra Nath. (Rangpur (General).] 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. [Bogra cum Pabna (General).] 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. [Nadia (General).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. [24-Pargana8 Municipal (General).] 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Clark, Mr. I. A, [Burdwan Di\’ision (European).] 

Corstorphine, Mr. E. E. [Indian Tea AvSstK’iution (Commerce and 
Tndustrj).] 

D 

Das, Babu Radha Nath. [Hooghly North-East (General) J 

♦Das, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra. [24^Parganas North-West (General).] 


Tarliamentary Secretary. 
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V 


Das, Rai Bahadur Kirit Bhusan. [Murshidabad (General).] 

Das, Babu Manmatha Nath. [Jharj^rain cum (Hiatal (General).] 

Das, Rai Sahib Mononiohan. [Myniensinph East (General).] 

Dass, Babu Debendra Nath. [Birohum ((leneral).] 

Das Gupta, Babu Khagendra Nath. [Jalpaiguri cum Siliguri (General).] 
Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Central (General).] • 

Das Gupta, Sri jut Narendra Nath. [Bakarganj South-West (General).] 
Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. [Tippera (General).] 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. IJhargram cum Ghalal (General).] 

Dutt, Mr. Sukuinar. [Hooghly South-West ((General).] 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. [Calcutta (ifeiieral (Women).] 

Dutta Mazuindar, Mr. Nihurendu. [Barrackpore (Registered Factories).] 

E 

Edbar, Mr. Fpeiidranatb. [Bakarganj South-West (General).] 

Emdadul Haijue, Kazi. [Rurigrum North (^Muhammadan).] 

F 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. [Jangipur (Muhammadan).] 

Farhat Bano Khanam, Begum. IDacca (Muhammadan) Women.] 

Fazlul Ilu{[, Mr. A. K. [Batuakhali North (Muhammadan).] 

Fazlul (hidir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Chittagong North-West (Muham- 
madan).] 

P'azhir Kalmiaii. Khan Baliadur [.lamalpur East (Muhammadan).] 
*Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca T^niversity.) 

FergU'Jon, Mr. F. F. M. (Bengal Chamber (d‘ Commerce.) 

C 

Ganguly. Mr. Pratul (Uiaiidra. [East Bengal Municipal (General).] 

G}l()^e, Mr. Alul Krishna. [Jessore (General).] 

Giasuddin Ahm(‘d, Mr. (.Tamal])ur West (Munammadan).] 

(iladding, Mr. 1 )., c.i.K. [Bengal Chamber of (hunmerce.] 

Golam Rahhaiii Ahammad, Maulvi. [Dinajpur Central West (Muham- 
madan).] 

(jolam Sarwar Ilosaini, Mr. Shah Syed. [Kamganj cvm Raipur (Muham- 
madan).] 

Gomes. Mr. R. A. [DacM’a Division (Indian (Hiristian). ] 

Goswami, the Hon’hle Mr. Tulsi (^handia. [Burdwari Division North 
Municipal (General).] 

Griffiths, Mr. (’. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [ C’alcutta South Central (General).] 

*Gupta, Mr. J. N. [Railway Trade TTnion (Labour).] 

Gurung. Mr. Damber Singh. [Darjeeling (General).] 

Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury, Al-Haj. [Madaripur East (Muham- 
madan).] 

H 

Habibullah, Nawab Bahadur K., of Dacca. [Dacca Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 1 V 1 

Hafizuddin Choudhuri, Maulvi. [Thakurgaon (Muhammadan). J 
•Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. [Kishoreganj East (Muhammadan).] 
Hamilton, Mr. K. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. [Tangail North (Muhammadan).] 
Hasanuzzamaii, Khan\Sahib Maulvi Md. [Tippera South (Muhammadan).] 
Hashem Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Bakarganj North (Muham- 

Hasffialtfurslied, Mrs., m.b.e. [Calcutta (Muhammadan) Women.] 
Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Pirojpur South (Muham- 
madan).] , 


'Parliamentary Secretary. 
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vi 

Haywood, Mr. RogerB. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F., o.h.e. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hodge, Mr. H. Rowan. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

I 

Idriu Ahmed Mia, Mr. [Malda South (Muhammadan).] 

Ispahan!, Mr. M. X. H., M.n.i-:. [Caldhtta South (Muhammadan).] 

il 

Jalaluddin Ahmad, the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Cox^b Bazar 
(Muhammadan) . ] 

Jalaluddin Hashemy, Mr. Syed. [Satkhira (Muhammadan).] 

Jalan, Mr. I. D. [Calcutta West (General).] 

Jasiniuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [24-rargana8 South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Jonab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. [Chandpur East (Muhammadan).] 

K 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Netrokona South (Muham- 
madan). I 

Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syed. [Murshidabad South- 
West (Muhammadan).] 

Kennedy, Mr. I. G. (Indian Jute Mills Ashociation.) 

Khaitan, Mr. Debi Prosad. (Indian Chamber of Commerce.) 

Khan, Mr. Debendra Jiull. [Midnapore Central (^General).] 

Kumar, Mr. Alul ('liandra. (Malda (General), j 
Kundu, Mr. Nishiiha Nath. [Dinajimr (General).] 

L 

Lahiri, Bubu Ashutosh. [North Bengal Municipal (General).] 

Leisk, Mr. John. [(Calcutta and Suburbs (Euroi)ean). | 

M 

Mclntosli, Mr. George, ( .n.K. | Kajsliahi Division ( iMiropean ). ] 

Mafizuddin Ahm(*d, Dr. [Bogra North (Muhammadan. )J 
^Mafizuddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Tippera ^orth (Muham- 
madan). I 

Mag uire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mahtab, Muharajadhiraja Bahadur V<lay Chand, of Burdwan. [Burdwau 
Central (General).] 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. (Midnapore South-East (General).] 

Ma^i, Mr. Adwuita Kumar. [Burdwan (Vnlral (General).] 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. (Dacca (General) Women.] 

(Majumdar, Babu Jiianeiidra Chandra. (Mymensingh East Rural 
(General).] 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. [Midnapore South-AVest (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. [Mymensingh AVest (General).] 

*Mandai, Mr. Banku Behari. (Burdwan North-AVest (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. [Faridpur (General).] 

Mandal, Rai Sahib JagnI Chandra. (Tippera (General).] 

Mandal, the Ilon’ble Air. Jogendra Nath. [Bakarganj North-East 
(^General).] 

Manual, Mr. Krishna Prasad. [Alidnapore Central (General).] 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. [Rajshahi North (Muhammadan).] 
Maniruzzaman Tslamabadi, Maulmia Aid. [Chittagong South Central 
(Aluhammadun).] 

Maqbul Tlosain, Mr. [Tippera North-Ea.st (Muhammadan).] 

Masud Ali Khan Panni. Al-IIadj Alaulvi. [Tangail South (Muham- 
madan).] 


•Parliamentary Secretary. 
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Methold. Mr. J. H. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

•Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur. [Bogra West (Muhammadan).] 

Mohsin Ali, Mr. Md. [Meherpur (Muhammadan).] 

Mookerjee, Dr. Syamaprasad. (Calcutta Fniversity.) 

Morgan, Mr. G., r.i.E., fPresidency Division (Euroi)ean). ] 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Mauivi M. [Rajshahi Central (Muhammadan).] 
Mozammel Huq, Mauivi Md. [Bhola North (Muhammadan),] 
Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Syed, [Pirojpur North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Mauivi. [Noakhali North (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad IsluKjm*, Mauivi, [Bogra vSouth (Muhammadan).! 

Muhammad Tsrail, Mauivi. [Kishoreganj South (Muhammaiian). ] 
Muhammad Siddiijuc. Khan Bahadur Dr. Syed. [Baukura (Muham- 
madan).] 

Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. [Barrai'kpore Municipal 
(Muhammadan I. ] 

Milker jea, the Hon’ble Mr. Taraknath. m.u.k., (Burdwan Landholders' 
(Constituency.) 

Mukerji, Mr. Dliirendra Naraxan. (ITooghly North-East.) 

Mukherjee. Mr. B. [C(dlierv ((’oal Mines) (Labour).] 

Mukherji, Dr. IT. C. [(**alcutta cum Presidency Division (Indian 
Christian).] 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. [Birbhum (General).] 

Mullick, Srijut Asliuto^'h. [Baukura West (General).] 

Mullick, Mukunda Behari. (Khulna (General). | 

Mullick. the Hon’ble Mr. Piilin Behari. (Howrah (General).] 

Musharruft' llossain, the ILui’bb* Nawab, Knan Bahadur. [Jalpaiguri cum 
Darjeeling (Muhammadan).] 

Miistagawsal TTa(jue, Mr. Syed. [Bagerhat (Muhammadan).] 

Mustafa Ali Dewan, Mauivi. [Brahmanbaria North (Muhammadan).] 

N 

Nandy, Maharaja Srischandra, of Cossimbazar. (Presidency Landholders.) 
•Nasaruliah, Nawalizada K. [Brahmanbaria South (Muhammadan). ( 
Masker, Mr. Hem Cliandra. [24-l^lrgana.s Soiith-Kast (General).] 

Nauslier Ali, the Hon’hle Mr. Syed. [Jessore Sadar (Muhammadan).] 
Nazimuddin, the lion hie Kliwaja Sir, k.c.i.?:, [Calcutta North (Muham- 
madan). 1 

^ooruddin, Mr. K. [ITooghly cum Howrah Municif»al (Muhammadan).] 
Norton. Mr. H. R., m.u.k. (Calcutta Trades As.sociation.) 

P 

Pain, the ILni hie Mr. Barada Ibohaniia. [Ho(»g}ily rum Howrah Muni- 
cipal (General).] 

Paul, Sir Hari Sankar. (Bengal National Cliamber of (^mimerce.) 

Poddar. Mr. Anandilall. (Marwari Association.) 

Powell, Mr. J. A. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

R 

Rahman, Dr Sir A. [Raj‘'hahi (’entral (.Muhammadan).] 

Raikut, Mr. Prasanna Deb, (dalpaiguri rum Siliguri (General).] 
Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Mauivi. [Bogra Ka^\ (Muhammadan).] 

Ramiziiddin Ahmed. Mr. [Tippera AVe'^t ( Afuhnmmadan).] 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Air. [Dacca South (!eiitral (Afuharamadan). ] 

Roy. Afr.‘ Chant Chandra. (MymenNingli AVest (General).] 

Roy, Air. Dhananjoy. [Dacca East (General),] 

Roy, ATr. Karnalkrifthna. [Bankura East (General).] 

Roy, Air. Kirau Sankar. [Dacca AA^'est (General).] 

Roy, Mr, Manmatha Nath, [Howrah (General),] 


'Pariiamentary Secretary. 
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Roy, Mr. Patiram. [Khulna (General).! 

Roy, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

8 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).l 
Safiruddin Ahmed* Haji. [Rangpur Jforth (Muhammadan). J 
Sahabe Alum, Mr. Syed. [Dacca Central (Muhammadan).] 

Salim, Mr. S. A. [Narayanganj North (Muhammadan).] 

Sanaullah, Dr. [Chittagong North-East (Muhammadan):] 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. [Presidency Division Municipal (General).] 
Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. [Murshidabad (General).] 

Sarker, Babii Madhusudan. [Bogra cum Pabiia (General).] 

Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra. [Dacca East (General).] 

Sen, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Sen,* liai Bahadur dogesh Chandra. f24-Pargana8 South-East (General).] 
Sen, Babu Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (General).] 

Sen Gupta, Mrs. Nelli. [Chittagong (General).] 

*SerajuI Islam, Mr. [Bongaon (Muhammadan).] 

Shahabuddin, the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja, r.ii.E. [Narayanganj South 
(Muhammadan).] 

Shahedali, Mr. [Mutlabbazar (Muhammadan).] 

Shumsuddin Ahmed, Mr. (Ku.sthia (Muhammadan).] 

Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. (Gopalganj (Muhammadan).] 

Shamsul Huda, Maulana. [Mymensingh South (Muhammadan).] 
Singha,.Babu Kshetra Nath. [Kaugpur (General).] 

Siughu, Maharaja Bhupendra Chandra, of Susang. (Dacca Landholders). 
Sinha, Sri jut Manindra Bhusan. [Bankura West (General).] 

Sirdar, Babu Litla Munda. (Bengal Dooars (Western) Tea Garden 
Labour.] 

Smart, Mr. .1. N. | Dai'ca Division (Eurof)eanL] 

Smyth-Osbourne, Mr, D. 0. [Darjeeling (European).] 

Stark, Mr. A. F. (Calcutta and SuhurhN ( European k] 

Stevenson, Mr. B. A. IL (Indian Tea A^sociation ). 

Suhruwardy, tljc llon’ble Mr. II. S. [24-Parganas Municipal (Muham- 
madan). ] 

Sur, Mr. llareiulra Kumar, [Noakhali (General).]’ 

T 

Tamizuddin Khun, the Ilon’hle Mr. | Farijmr AVe.st (Muhammadan).] 
Thakur, Mr. Promatha Panjan. ( Faridpur ((ieneral),] 

Thorman, Mr. C. M. ((diittagong Division (European).] 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Mauivi llaji. [Bhola South (Muhammadan).] 

W 

Wnliur Rahman, Mauivi. [Je.ssore East (Muhammadan).] 

Walker, Mr. J. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., r.n.E. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Whitehead, Mr. R. B. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., c.i.e. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Y 

Yousuf Mirza. [24-Parganas Central (Muhammadan).] 

•Yusuf AH Choudhury, Mr. [Faridpur East (Muhammadan).] 

- Z 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Mauivi. [Malda North (Muhammadan).] 
Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. [Hooghly cum Serampore (Registered Factories) 
Labour.] 

Zillur Rahman Shah Chowdhury, Mauivi. [Balurghat (Muhammadan).] 


Tarli&mentary Secretary. 




THE BENGAL LEaSLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 
Official Report of the Twentieth Session. 

Volume LXIX— No. 1. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assemiu.y in the Asseiiihly Ilnuse, ("aleiitta, on Friday, the 
IGth Fehruary, IfUo, a1 4 p.in. 

Present: 

Mr. Sjieaker (tlie TTon'hle Mr. Syed XvrsuKit Ann in llu‘ CMiiiir, 12 
Hoii’hle Ministers and 180 inemhers. 

Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. SPEAKER. [ n accordant^* ^^ith the plovi^ions ot rule ti of the 
Bengal liefrislative Asseinhly Froctulun* Buh's, 1 noininalt* the following 
inemhers ot the Asseinhl\ to torm a Ihintd ot 4 ('liairmen tor th(‘ ensuing* 
session ; — 

(li Mr. Kiran Sankar Boy, 

(2i Mr. J. B. AValker, 

(d) ^Ir Sliainsinldin Ahiiual, and 
(4) Dr. Sir A. F. Uahinan; 

iiiiles> o1]u‘r\vi‘ie arranfjed, the stmior nieinlier ainon^’ them prestmt in the 
above order will jireside over the delihenit ions <»! tliis Asstmihly in my 
absence and in the alrsiMice of the Deputy Speaker. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Qui'sfion \it. *(I2 held onr on the (Ith Ucvv mhcr, Jffd-J. 

Recruitment of Inspectors, Auditors, etc., for Co-operative Credit and Rural 
Indebtedness Department. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJI; to) Will the ITon ble 
Minister in charge of the (’o-opf‘rative Credit and Bural Indelitedmvss Dejiart- 
ment be plea.sed to state — 

(/) whether any age restriction wan iniponefl in the last advertisement 
for the recruitment of Inspectors, Auditors, etc., for his depart- 
ment ; 

(//) whether any fee wa.s charged along with the submission of applica- 
tion.s ; 

(ill) if .so, at what rate.s; 

{ir) what was the amount collected: 

(f) whether there was any proccflure for selection; 

(ri), whether all the candidates who had deposited the necessary fees, 
were called for .sitting at the examination ; 

(vii} how the selection of candidates was made to alkiw them to appear 
at the examination ; 

(ritV) whether the candidates over the age-limit of 25 or 20 were asked to 
def>osit the fees; , 
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(ir) whether their cases were not considered by reason of aj?e-limit 
imposed after receipt of their application forms and necessary 
fees ; 

(.t) if so, how many such cases are there; and 

(,rj) whether any steps have been taken by the Department to refund the 
fees recew^ed from such candidates? 

(b) Do the Government propose to form ‘‘Appointment Board” or some 
similar bodies to deal with such apimintments? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. ilOgendra Nath Mandal): The honourable member is referred to the 
rejily given to starred (juestion No. 4‘24 of Mr. Sukumar Dutta on the 16th 
June, m4. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to question (v), viz., 
“whether there was any procedure for the selection, ’ t(» which the answer 
given on that date was “Yes”, will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
which he was not in a position to state at that time what was the procedure 
adopted for selection? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: A Selection (’ommittee 
was appointed witli the Begistrur. the Special Officer of the Co-operative 
Department and <he Parliamentary Secretary. In the first instance there 
was a test. After tliat there was a Committee which held the I’lrn roc'c 
examination and the selection was made. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL& Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to stale in answer to the (juestion then ])ut bv Sj. Narendra Nath Das Gujita 
the names of the few other candidates who liad special claims and wdio had 
been allowed to sit for the examination though they had exceeded the age- 
limit to which the then answer was that ”I want notice”? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: 1 still ask for notice 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. it is really a matter of great 
importance and T want to invite your attcniicm on a (lucstioii of privilege 
to the fact that (his (juesti(»n has lieeii hanging fire. Tlie lionourahle mem- 
ber has been i)leased to answer directing the attention of this House to the 
answer given on the 16th June. PM4, and in that answer certain notices 
were required l>y him and e\identl\ this (juestion was hanging on the file 
with all the no(ic«*s then given and I am specifically asking liim now 
wheth(*r — that day he wanted notic(‘ for certain (juestions — he is still insist- 
ing on re(juiring a notice for the same? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: No b^rmal notice was 
given. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You know thoroughly Avell what this means. How 
can 1 helj) you? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: F submit that no t(»rmal notice is need- 
ed. A ruling was given by the then Speaker, Sir Azizul Huque, that in 
ease a member asks a (juestioii in the House and the Minister sa,\s in rejily 
that he asks for notice it is for the De])artment to send that on to him and 
the honourable memher has got nothing to do with it. It is the Minister 
who has got to take notice of that. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 will look into that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL:"' M’ill the HoiCble Minister be pleased 
to state since June,^ 15)44. up to the jire.sent time whether any of those 
persona >vho nndeVweiit training preliminary to appointment has been 
actually api)ointed or not? 

Kbtn Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: The training is not yet 

over and so no appointment has been mad<t. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hou'hle Minister be pieced 
to state when was the training begun and how long it is proposed to continue 
the training?' 

Khsn Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: Truining will be over 
in six mouths' time. I cannot give you the exact date when the, training 
wns begun. ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In .lime, 1944, we were given to under- 
stand that tliey were under training. It is now February, 1945. We were 
also then given to understand in the (|uestion itself that six months’ train- 
ing would be required. Has not the six months alreadv elapsed since 
June 1944? 

Mr. SPEAKER : You know the cabuilution yourself. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That i.s why I want to know whether 
any appointment has been made. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th answer is “no”. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased 
^ state what had happened to the sum of Hs. 7,540 collected from the 
intending candidates by way of fees that they had to remit along with their 
applications if no appointment had been made? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN : It ha.s been merged into 
the general revenues. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is it the polic y of the present Govern- 
ment to ('ollect sums (»t nione\ from intending ai)j)li<-ants and then nuTge 
ths same into the general revenues? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a different matter altogt‘ther. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ]>leased 
to stale whv iiersons having age beyond the limited age mentioned subse- 
quent to the invitation (»t applications were allowed to sit for the exami- 
nation ? 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: ()n a point of order, Sir. Three or four 
assuiiijitiouH are made and then the question is |)u^. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 want the Chief Whip to eijuip him- 
self with the answer then given before he tries to rise on such a frivolous 
point of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have seen the ouestion and also the answ'ers. One 
answer is that no age-limit was imposed after the advertisement calling for 
application had been published and the other answer is that in addition, a 
few (-aiididates who are already in Government service and a few' others 
having .special claims in the co-operative movement though exceeding the 
age-limit, were permitted to sit for the examination. Do you refer to that? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your ouestion proceeds on the assumption that this 
is beyond the conditions of the advertisement. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The answer specifically given was that 
certain age-limit wa.s jmt and certain persons although having ages beyond 
that age were allowed to sit for the examination. So T ask w^hy was it that 
this procedure was ajlowed. 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: As required by the 
Audit Manual a specific age-limit was put. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Honl)le Minister be pleased 
to state why was the ordinary condition of imposing an age-limit relaxed 
in the case of certain candidates? 

Khan Bahadur A. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKRHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state who were the fotunate few in whose cases the age-limit was not 
strictly imposed and special treatment was accorded? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, that question was asked on that 
very day, on the Kith June, and there also notice was required. 

Mr. SPEAKR: You cannot argue on that point. I think you have 
finished. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No, Sir. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Why? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am try^ing to put the question only 
to expose the frivolity with which he is answering .the question. 

Mr. SPEAKER. It is of no use. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am prej)ured to ask question onlv 
to show that the Minister or the member concerned also does not look into 
the previous answer. That is a veiy' dishonest way of answering questions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I wan't allow you to argue in that way. You may 
put your question if you have any. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to look up the answer given on the Ibth June, 1944. and mention since when 
the practice ot having Inspectors and Auditors appointed bv the Head of 
the department and not with reference to the Public Service Commission 
bi^en pursued? 

Khan BahMlur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I stick to nn original 
answer . 


answered^^^*^^^^^^ SANYAL: Sir, my question has not been 

Mf« SPEAKER: What is your question? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You will find on page 422 of the 
proceedings the answer given to this nuestion where I have asked whether 
references were made. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it 
18 a fact that for nermanent Inspectors the Public Service Commission had 
T Belectmg such Inspectors. No answer was given and 

1 invited the attention of the member to that answer. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Now, what is your question? 

nrac^tiV *i***\r SANYAL : My question is since when the former 

praiUce of the Minister in charge as was mentioned in mv question and as 
was pointed out that during the regime of Mr. Mukundi Beharv Mullick 
im lists of candidates were drawn up on the recommendation of ‘ the local 

ji'™' 


KhM BMiailHr A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: 


1 ask for notice. 
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OlRt NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoa*ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Ooverxim^t of Bengal hM discontinued or is in any 
way considering the desirability of discontinuing the healthy practice of 
inviting the opinion of the Public Service Commission in the appointment 
of Inspectors and Auditors P 

Kim Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I have no knowledge 
about it. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if in any ease the age-limit was condoned? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think the answer is there. It was condoned. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Ilotrble Minister be pleased 
to state how many candidates were not required tt» deposit fees? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I invite the attention of the House to 
the answer given to the question of Mr. Nishithu Nath Kundu on that day 
where he has specifically asked if no candidate was specifically asked to 
de})osit fees and the answer then was that the Speaker disallowed the ques- 
tion. Thereafter Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu asked w'hat were the exact 
conditions mentioned in the advertisement regarding depositing fees. The 
answer was “the conditions were published in the newspapers”. 1 am now 
specifically seeking to find out wnether apart from these references to the 
newspapers the memher can throw any liglit on the fact whether any candi- 
date \Nas allowed to sit for the examination without depositing fees? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: No candidate was allow- 
ed to a}qjear without depositing fees. 

(As soon us starred <[ue.stion No. 1 was (tailed.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I rise on a jjoint of privilege. This 
question was asked, I i)resume, in 194*1 with referem^e to the price of rice 
and eftect of Food Drive in Bengal, but the answ'er to such a question has 
been given in 1945 which is also meagre and an insult to the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a different matter: I cannot answer for that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: I also rise on a point of privilege, Sir, 
I draw' your attention to Starred Question No. 1 wdiich was tabled by me 
on 2fith June, 1943, and sent by your office to the (government department 
on 8th July, 194*3, and the answer was due on 12th July, 194*3. But the 
answer is given now, I think it is useless to give an answer at this late 
stage. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, I cannot do anything. 

Priot of rioe and offact of Food Diivo in Bangal. 

*1, Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to lay on the Table 
a statement showing, distnct by district, — 

(t) the price of rice ae on the 30th June, 1943, and 

(u) the quantity of rice and paddy recovered during Food Drive in 

Bengal ? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state — 

(t) what quantity of the recovered rice and paddy will be released; and 

(ti) what approximate Quantity of rice is necessary for daily consumption 
in tne Provincer 
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MINIiTER in chargn of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT ( 
HenTilo Mr» H. S. Suhrmanly): (fl'> (i) A 8tat4?ment is laid on the Libr; 
Table. 

S I presume that the honourable member refers to the stocks requ 
by Government as a result of the Food Drive. A statement show: 
the quantities of rice and paddy so requisitioned in each district is laid 
the Library Table* 

(b) (i) Requisitioned stocks have been utilised primarily for meeti 
local needs and also for relief in other distressed areas of tne Province, 
(it) 27,100 tons. 

Dft NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer (a) {i) w 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state w’hether the prices quoted in tl 
statement relate to the actual prices on which transactions took place 
imuf^iuary prices under control and reported by the officers concerned P . 

Ths Hon'bto Mri H. 8* SUHRAWARDYS If there were any trai 
actions on that date, they must refer to the ])rices of those transactions, a 
if there were no transactions on any date, they refer to the prices as near 
that date as possible. 

Dfa NALINAKSHA 8ANYALS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas 
to state whether in quoting the prices in that statement the black-marl 
prices of rice prevailing on the date were taken ac(!ount of:-^ 

Thi Hofl’bid Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have grave doubt that 
that time there was any black-market in rice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas 
to state if on the dOth of June, 194*1, rice was freely being obtained in eve 
part of Bengali 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: No. I don t think so. 
think there was a stringency. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas 
to state what the Government information i.s about the date when and frr 
which black-market in ri(‘e and paddy started in the province? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is too vague a question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. What was the date from which 

Mr. SPEAKER: There cannot be any definite date from which t 
black-market started. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sii', the Hon’ble Minister said that 
June, 194d, there was no black-market. So he must be knowing 

.It is not possible to give an answer to that questio 
I disallow that question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister b* pleas- 
to state if there was any reason sought by Government to account for t] 
discrepancy in the prices quoted for Calcutta as Rs. 30 and Howrah 
Rs, 3oP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I do not think there is an 
thing remarkable m that. It depends upon the stocks in Calcutta— 
depends ^on the price which is being asked for by merchant in Calcut 
and the Howrah price depends on the storks in Howrah. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pieas< 
to state how was it that Darjeeling had a price of Rs. 16 per maund on tffi 
date while Jalpaiguri showed a price of Rs. 28 per maund? Is there an 
reason to be assigned for this? 
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TIM HOfiWt Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYi The only reason Aat I can 

asbijm to it is that Darjeeling and Jalpaiguri are two different districta. 

Of* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in June, 194d, Government had any scheme of price control 
operative in any part of Bengal? 

Tht H0fl*bl6 Mr. H. 8* 8UHRAWARDYS So far as I can throw* my 
miiid back, there was no price control on that date. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Next. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There are other (luestions on this very 
important matter. 

8PEAKER: I did not find anything important in your questions up 
till now. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY! Sir, may I point out that 
thi.s question is as dead as dodo. There have been any number of discus- 
sions ui)on this point. The whole of the world is fully aware of the posi- 
tion as well as every single member of this House. It is not necessary even 
to answer the.se questions. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Then why do you answer them? 

The HonHite Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Because you have asked for 
answers. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you can put your supplementaries on 

1 he next question. It is the same. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: It is not the same. One relates t-o the 
food drive and another relates to the purchase of anuirir paddy and rice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Why do you not ]mt your important questions first? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: 1 am following the order in which 
answers are given. 

Mr. SPEAKER: T wenty-tw'o minutes have already been taken on one 
question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With reference to the total quantity 
disclosed out of the food drive of lakh maunds of paddy and 10 lakh 
maunds of rice, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the 
average consumption for the whole of Bengal tnat was discovered as a result 
of that drive in Bengal at that time? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY. I am sorry I cannot answer 
that (luestiott because I do not understand it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’blc Minister he pleased 
to state if as a result of the finid drive, the total q^uantity that was diw’overed 
to be lying in this province — the total stock discovered — was sufficient to 
feed Bengal for the rest of the year? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Time and again, Sir, on the 
floor of the Hjui.se, it has been asserted that the amount of food-grains in 
Bengal at that time was not sufficient for the people of Bengal and it is 
obvious that what was discovered in the foo<i drive which was only a portion 
of the full*st(Kk of Bengal could not have been suffiident to feed the province 
of Bengal. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What was the. total quantity that wa« 
^req^uired for the wdude of Bengal and what was the total quantity that waa 
estimated to be within the province of Bengal on that date? 
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The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not remember the 
figures now. 

Soheme of Cowernment in respect of purchasing amim paddy and rice. 

•2. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be i)lpas-ed to state — 

(i) what is the present scheme of the Government in respect cf pur- 
chasing avian jxiddy and rice in the Province; and 
(w) whether Goverii'ment have settled the need of deficit districts? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the names of (A) surplus and (B) deficit districts of the 
Province P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that traders are buying paddy and 
rice at present at a cheajjer rate? 

(d) If so, will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

[i) whether any stef>s have been taken in the matter; 

(it) whether Government agents are buying j>addy and rice at present 
in any district; 

{id) at what price they are buying from the traders or cultivators; and 
(ir) at what lute they are supplying the same to the Goverament? 

Tho Hon’bfo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; (a)(i) T}m‘ p )^iti.m as it stood 
in February, 11M4, was us follows: — 

The honourable member’s attention is drawn to the Press-Note issued on 
the 1st Decemher, P)4f‘i — a copy of which is laid on the Library Table. 

{ii) Yes. 

(h) and (d){i) Do not arise. 

<c) No. 

Y es, in surplus districts. 

(II?) It is not in the public, interest to disidose this infonnation. 

(ir) At the prices at which they buy. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; With refereiH'c to the press-note, a 
copy of which has been laid on the library table, paragraph 1, of the prin- 
cipal features shown therein, will the Hob’hle Minister be pleased to state 
if there was any ({uantity purchased by Government direct, as mentioned in 
the press note, without the intervention of the chief agents? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: T do not know. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
jdeased to state whether he is aware that in Midnapore district rice was 
bought by the Government agenta at rates lower than Its. 10 when the 
controlled rate was Rs. 13-8? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Might have been. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: In view of this reply, will the 
Hon’ble Minister W plea.sed to state what was the necessity of controlling 
the prices of rice when the cultivators were forced to sell their stocks at 
lower prices than the controlled rates? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is an argumentative (|uestiou; I cannot allow 
it. 

SJ. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY. ^\ith refereiu'e to answer {d) (ii), will 
the Hon’ble Minister kindly state whether there was anv fixed rate for the 
Government agents to purchase rice or paddv in the surplus districts or 
whether they purchased according to their whims? 
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Tilt Hon’M Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: NowP 

8J« KAMAL KRISHNm ROY. At pre»eut whether there is any fixed 
price in the surplus districts for the agents of Government)^ 

TIM Hon’bto Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: T submit it does not arise 
out of this question. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes;' it does not. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to vue food policy of 
1944, referred to in the press-note wherein it is stated that the chief agents 
will buy in s^»e<‘ifi(‘ districts piobably through agents appointed from 
amongst local rice and paddy dealers, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state, now that the year 1944 is over, what proj)ortion of purchases were 
made by the chief agents directly by setting up their <>wn buying offiees 
and what percentage was taken through the help of the hK'ul dealers^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir. that is difiicult for me 
to say because 1 am only concerned with how much the chief agents 
adpiired, hut so far as 1 hav<* been able to foll(»w their transactions, they 
have only u n\imher ot oHiceis set u]» throughout Hengal and all their piir- 
ciiases art‘ made tliroiigh the dealers of the localities. 

8j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
idea^f'd to state tlic rate ot coinmiHsion which the agent used to get from 
(to\ernineut for su|»}dwng rice to them? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I would like to have 
notice of that. I tiiink lh<‘\ have been published. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon'hle Minister he pleased 
to ''t.itc it he IS aware that sul)se(|uent to the press note, a copy oi wliit h is 
laid cm tin* lihiary table, being issued by Government, notincatioits wmc' 
[oiblishcd ill the nc'w.spapeis by way of advertisement; from the Dejiartnic iit 
cd (’ivil Sn|ij»li(^s where the words “(namely, purchases will also he made 
Irom tile* trad(' and cultivators direct)*’ were deleted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 do not know wdiether they 
were ])urposely deleted or not or what is their significance, hut if the 
honourable mcniher has compared them and bus so found them, then piob- 
ahly it is correct. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Uon’hle Minister he pleased 

to state if his attention was drawn in the floor of this House or not to the 

deleti(ni of the.se words thereby making the only purchasing agency the chief 
agency system and nothing* else? 

Mr. SPEAKER: AVhat is jour que.stion? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

to .state if his attention was drawn in the floor of this House itself to this 

fact of deletion resulting in making the chief agents the only buying agents 
in the res|>ective areas and no direct purchases by (iloverjiinent, as was 
originally contemplated by them? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. H. 8^ SUHRAWARDY: T do not remember wheHier 
my attention was drawn to it or not, but I believe that it is a fact that in 
those areas where chief agents were appoiued, Government did not set up a 
competitive agency of its own and in those areas wh<*re chief agents were 
not apix>inted, Government made such purchase as it was necessary for its 
own requirements. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon ble Minister deny 
that the Government agents taking advantage of their position as Govern- 
ment agents purchased rice and paddy on their own accounts and sold that 
paddy and rice in the black-market? 
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The Hon»ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; So far as I am aware, that 
allegation is wholly false, incorrect and an unjustifi^ insinuatioj^. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in certain places Government purchasing agents 
either failed to buy or refused to buy from cultivators who were making 
their oO'ers, and as* a result thereof, prices were going down to the detriment 
of the cultivators? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; It was the policy of Govern- 
ment about that time, and honourable members will remember the jjolicy 
which was endorsed and approved of by them that attempts should be made 
by Government to bring down the level of prices. Government is so work- 
ing with schemes as to bring down the prices at a level which they consider 
to be satisfactory. Apart from that, I have no doubt difficulties of storage 
and movements must liave compelled the chief agents on occasions not to 
purchase rice and paddy which were offered to them. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if (Government had deviated from the declared policy in that press- 
note that they undertoc^k to maintain prices at a level fair to the [)ro(iucer, 
and if so, when such deviation was decided ujxm? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Xt>, Sir. (lovernment have 
never deviated from that policy. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state if he is aware that in certain districts, particularly in some parts 
of Nadia and Chittagong districts and also in some parts of the Tippera 
district during some weeks towards the end of 11)44, ]>rices shined a 
tendency to come down from Rs. 4 to Rs. (i j)er maund for paddy? 

The Hon’ble M. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It might have been so 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAt: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state what in his estimate or in the estimate ot (Tovernnieiit is a fair 
price level for tlie cultivators or producers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; It de])eiuls upon the time 
and the occasion. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: At the present moment what is esti- 
mated to be the minimum price which is fair to the producers? 

Mr, SPEAKER • I am afraid that question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is mentioned in the press-note of 
I94d, which deals with the policy for the suhseiiuent yeam 

Mr. SPEAKER* If the Hou’ble Mini.ster is ready to answer this ques- 
tion, he can do so. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Sir, I submit that that 
question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur HaJI BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY; 

W3n cOTi fffSrc^ sn— 4¥*n wnr wrc^ fw ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: i 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the imdertakiug of the Government of India referred to in para- 
graph d of the press-note that the Government of India would supply the 
entire tweeds of the Greater Calcutta during 1944 estimated at 650,000 tons 
from outside Bengal was fully maintained? 
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The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, it has been maintained. 
I am not quite certain whether it is to the last drop, but substantially it is 
so, and if there is anythiuijf remaining unfulfilled, it will be maintained. 
Honourable im‘inbers may have noticed that food grains still continue to 
arrive in llengal from ont*<ide. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoifhle Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that certain quantities of Bengal ri<*e aiul paddy both 
came into the ratitmed area^ of rafcutta b\ trains and also by steamers I' 

The Hoft’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: ( ertaiuly If it hud not 

r<iine in. I think in\ friends would not have btH*u able to eat the rice which 
had been sent from outside. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the 11 ou'blc Minister be pleased 
to state what happened to this paddy attd riee obtained from Bengal sources 
that entered into the Calcutta urea^ Was it in addition the foodgruina 
the Central (iovernment sent to Calcutta in fultilling their full responsibility 
for ft'cding (’ab'uttay 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir. the honourable mein- 
ber.s know, and certainls Dr. Sanyal knows, if nobmlv else kn(»ws. that it 
was ne\ei ifitended that what»‘\er was sent bv the (iovernment of India 
.slionbl be eaten bv ('aleutta and (’aleutta alone, and that Caleutta or 
(rreatei- Cab uttu should not eat any Bengiil riee. The main feature of it 
was that the recjuirements of (\ileutta and Greater C’aleutta estimated at 
over (i lakhs tons were to be sent to Bengal and we distributed them in the 
best manner p<»ssible. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon ’ble Minister aware that 
ceitain (juantities, if not large (jiiuntities, id aus paddy of the districts of 
.le^^oIe and Nadia were brought down to Calcutta for milling purposes ami 
were issued in ('aleutta’s suburban ureas and industrial areas mostly even 
wlien the Government <d' Ttidia was sending their stock into the city and 
suhnrbs of Cab iittay 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That might well he so, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Hon’bie Minister be pleased 
t<i state what quantity out of the siipply given h) Bengal or to Caleutta by 
the Government (d India was sent out of Calcutta to rural Bengal in order 
tt) replenish the stock taken out of rural Bengal for the purijoses of 
Calcutta^ 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: T have no knowledge of that. 

Sufiply of kerosene and sugar for Jeseore distriot. 

*3. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA CHOSE: ia> AVill the Hon’bie Minister 
in charge of the (.'ivil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the quantity of kero.sene oil and sugar supplied in the district of 
Jessore during the financial year 194*‘l-44; 

Ui) on what basis the supjjly is being given; and 

{iin what was the allotment per capiUt? 

ih) Is the Hon’hle Alinister aware of the fact that people of the district 
are undergoing great hardHhi|> for want of kerosene and sugar? 

(c) Is tl»e Hon’bie Minister coiinideiiiig (he desirability of increasing^ the 
supply and of regulating the distribution so that the {>eop1e may have some 
relief? 
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Th* Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) (i) Sugar— 18,677 bags or 
51,362 maunds against an annual quota of 26,688 bags. This represents 
ftupplieH received durin)^ the year, i.e., December, 1943, till the 24th 

November, 1944. 

Kerosene — 125,520 tin.n during the year. 

(n) and (Hi) Ift urban areas approxiiimtely ] seer of sugar per head 
per month and in rural areas on a block allotment system. The supply of 
kerosene varies according to the size of the tumilies from A to J bottle of 
22 oz. per month. These two commodities uere distributed in accordance 
with the directions of local committees comjKised of the members of the 
Union Boards and other leacling members of the jiublm. Since the introduc- 
tion of the Rural Rationing Scheme the distribution is more methodical and 
Mysteinatic. 

(b) Yes. The release, however, of a cheajier variety of candlesticks and 
spindle oil has to a (certain extent supplemented the suiiplies of kerosene oil. 
Pressure on consumption of sugar was proposed to be relieved by import ot 
fftir from the TTnited Provinces and Bihar, and one consignment of 2,000 
muund.s has already arrived at Bongaon. 

(c) When the supply posiliou permits, district ciuotas will be increased. 

Mf. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fact that for months together there are a large number of villages whicdi 
did not get any sugar or any quantity of kerosene oily 

The HOfi’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: It is fur too vague a c[ues- 
tion. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Ilon’hle Minister be pleased 
to slate when the cheaper varieties of candlesticks were released, by whom 
and where y 

The Hon’bto Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: The.se are done through my 
department — the department of consumer goods. 

Amount spent for relief measures in Bankura district. 

*4. Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: (A) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the amount of money grunted by the (iovernment for the district of 
Bankuru to he spiMit during the financial year 1944-45 for — 

(i) Gratuitous relief, 

(ii) Rehabilitation scheme (lor helping artisan class), and 

(lit) tank improvement and excavation of new tanks, wuth separate 
figures for each item if earmarked ; 

{h) the amounts actually s|)ent for each item in («)(?), (it) and (ni) uf 
to the end of October last; 

(c) the uuiul>er and names of places where work-houses were started 

with dates of their starting and closing and, if closed, the reason 
for their (dosure ; and 

(d) whether it is a fact^ — 

(f) that after a few weeks from their starting, the officers in 
charge of the work-houses would la* stopped unless they 
became self-supporting, and 

(ii) that work of some of the self-siipjKirting work-houses were 
actually stopped y 

(B) If the answer to (A) {d) is in the affirmative, will the lion ’hie 
Minister be pleased to state — 

-(f) whether the work-houses were started for relief measures; and 
(ii) if so, whether it is the intention of the Government to stop such 
work-houses ? 
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(0) Will the Hou’ble Minister he pleased to state — 

(t) the number of work-houses, district by district; and 
(ft) the number of them that are self-supporting? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Henlile 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (A) (o> and (6)—* 


(i) Gratuitous relief 
(»t) Rehabilitation of artisans 
(til) Tank improvement 


Allotment for Actual 

1944-45 (up to expenditure 

:10.1M944). (up to 3M0-1944). 


Rs. Rs. 

34.300 5.011 

1,00,000 38,850 

5,82,688 1,85.806 


(c) A statement is laid on the IJbrary Table. 

(d) No. 

(B) Does not arise. 

{V) (i) 138 work-houses are functioning at juTsent ae per Btatement 
laid on the Library Table. 

(h) None of them is self-supporting yet. 

Mr, KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: With reference to answer (a) (i), will 
th«‘ Ilon'ble Minister be pleased to state what was the reason for not apend- 
ing the inouey allotted? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The allotted money 
has hiM'u spent. For the information of the honourable member, I may Bay 
that on gratuitous reliet up to I5th January a sum of Rs. 10,800 has been 
spent. 


Purchase of rice hy CofYcmment. 

*5. Dr. SANAULLAH: (<i) Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the 
ri\il Su])plies Department be pleased to state wbetber it is a fa(;t that the 
Government of Bengal pnrcha.sed t^b.tKK) maunds of rice from the Calcutta 
market on the 9th Septemher, 1943, at Rs.^4 per maund? 

ih) If the answer to (a) is >n the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(/) from whom the said rice was purchased; 

{//) whether it was am/in or avs; 

(//;) w^hen tlie said rice was imported into Calcutta; 

(tv) by which firm it w’as so done; 

(?) at wliat firicc it was purchased; 

(r/J from which district and province; 

{ru) wdiat was <ost (»f transportation; 

(rlii) how^ long it was with the im|Kirting firm; 

(i.r) whether the firm was in pos-session of a valid licence; 
i.r) when did the firm inform the prescribed authority about it; 
i.ri) if the firm did not inform the Government how did the Government 
come to know* about it; 

whether the firm voluntarily sold the rice to the Government; 

{j'llf) if not. whether it was comi>elled to sell at that price; 

Lrir) whether it was purchased for civilian consumption; 

(,rr) if so, how' it was disposed of; and 

(.rr/l if not, whether it was for military or semi-military consumption? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleaseef to state — 

(?) how much rice Government have purchased since the reimposition of 
the “control rate of rice’^ up to date; 
iii) at what prices; 
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(Hi) from which places; and 
(iv) for what purposes? 
id) Is it a fach — 

(i) that during: the last food census in Calcutta 21,000 baps containing 

about 42,000 maunds of rice were unearthed from a Marwari firm 
in Chitpore area; and 

[ii) that at tlfe telephonic intervention of the higher authorities they 

were not interfered with? 

The Hofi’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: On No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) (i) and (Hi) A statement showing the (piaiitities purchased ii{> to 
18th September, 1048, is laid on the Table. 

(ii) At prices varying from Its. 20 to Its. 80 per mauiid for rice and from 
Its. 10 to Its. lb per maiiiul for paddy. 

(ir) Kice and ])addy were purchased tor despat « h to deficit areas and for 
relief purposes. 

(d) (i) No. 

(ii) Does not arise. 

Statement referred to in reply to clauses (c) (i) and (ui) of starred question So. -5 
shovnng purchase made up to the IHth September, 1943, in the districts. 


(Figures in maunds.) 


Name of district. 

Aman. 

A ns. 

Rice. 

Paddy. 

Rioe. 

Paddy. 

Birbhum 



5,616 


Jessore 




28,945 

Rajshahi 



1,191 


Bogra 



14,102 


Malda 

200 


13,500 

1,118 

Dinajpur 

56,501 

20,739 

36,406 

10,795 

Jalpaiguri 

2,002 

500 



Mymensingh 



4,757 

68 

Nadia 



6,068 

5,576 

Pabna 



6,562 

13,265 

Rangpur 


•• 

1,445 

1,988 

Total 

58,703 

21,239 

89,650 

61,755 


Maunds. 

Total rioe purchased . . 148,353 

Total paddy purchased . . 82,994 


Grand Total .. 231,347 

family allowances seourity prisoners of Bankura district. 

*6. Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: (a) Will the HoiCble Miui.Mei in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the total number of security prisoners from the district oi Bankuia 
still detained in jails; 
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(it) the Dumber and names of those of the said prisoners who have l>een 
jfrauted monthly family allowance with amounts state«l for each 
ease; and 

(tti) whether any monthly allowanre has la'en frranted to the following’ 
security prisoners, viz. (1) Sj. Hhalm Taran ('hakravart y, 
(2) Dehi Prosad {aha^ Hhola) Sarkar, (H) Uumlochun Phakm- 
varty and (4) Snshil (’handra Palit? • 

ih) If the aiiswer to in the negative, will the HonMde Minister 

he ideast'd tt) state the leasoiis thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohatf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Naztmuddin) : in) {n Twenty-three. 

iM) A statement In laid on the l.ihiaiv Table. 

(//j) and {h) An alhovanee ot Hs.dO jH*r imnith has been granted to ‘eeurity 
prisoner Habu Devi Pr(^sad Saikar with elVeet Irom the Ist April, PHI. 

No allowance has la'cn grantetl to stnurity pji.soner Habu Hhnlm Taran 
C'haknnartv as 1 h‘ had no dejHMident. 

Security prisoner Habu vSushil Ch. Palit has not ap[vlied for family 
allowance. 

There is no secuiity piiMMiei of the name ot Habu Hamlochan ('liakravartv. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: Will the llon’ble Minister be ideastnl 
fo >ta(e who has given liim the information that Habu Hhuba Taran 
ChakravartN has no (b'pendcmt? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information of (lovernment 
i* that lie has no depemlent. • 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: Is he aware of the fart that he has 
g<»t his (»ld mother still living and that slie is dependent on him? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* He has two hrothers who an* living 
sepal atcly. 4'lie s(*curi1y prisoner has no dependent. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view ol the inlormation given 
to him. does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to further emjuire into 
the matter and grant him an allowance if it is found that his mother is his 
ilejiemlent ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not considmvd muessary 
be(*aiist* the secuiity juisoner has two brothers and the mother might be 
living with one of the hrotheis. So, when T stated that he hud no depen- 
dent, I meant that the mother cd the security prisoner was not Jiis 
dejieudent. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon'ble Ministei jiositive 
that his two brothers are maintaining their mother? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: They must he niaintaining her. 
What was the position before the arrest of the security prisoner? The 
intonnation ol the (Government is that the seeiirity prisoner hud no depen- 
deut before his arrest. 

Increment of family allowance of Babu Sudhir Chandra Skiha, a eeourity 

prisoner. 

*7. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAdUMDAR; (a) Will the IlotPble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) De|>artment he pleased to state — 

(/) whether seiurity piisoner Habu Suclbir ( handra Sinba Cboudhury of 
distriit Dacca, at lue.seiit detained as security prisoner in the 
Huxa Sj>ecial Reserve Jail has lieen granted a family allowance 
of Rs.20 iM*r month ; 
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(I’l) whether he applied several times to the (loverument for the increase 
of the said allowance; 

(iii) whether he used to earn about Rm. 150 i^r month from his business 

of shoe manufacture and order supply; 

(iv) whether the contiact of supplying shoes that he secured from the 

I>acca A.R.P. and the militan* department was cancelled after his 
arrest aifd detention; 

(v) whether he has got a family (d about 8 members who were stdely 
dependent on him for their maintenance; and 

(n) whether they are now on the verge' of starvation? 

(h) If the answers to (a) (n) to tn) are in the affinnative, will theHon’ble 
Minister W pleased to state what actions, it any, have b^n taken by the 
government in the matter? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of increasing the 
amount of his family allowance of Rk.20 ihu month? 

(//) If not, will the Him’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (i,) (/) A family allowance of Rs. 20 ])er month was 
originally sanctioned and this has eventually been increased to Rs. 50 per 
month. 

(ii) and (iii) Yes. 

(/r) My information is that once an order was placed with him for supply 
of shoes to the A.R.I*. (Vmtroller which he complied with but the next one 
was not accepted by him. 1 have no information alx^ut his contract wdth 
military deimriinent. 

( r) He has a ]>rother who is also capable of eaining and maintaining the 
family. 

(ri) No. 

(h), (c) and (V/) The h(moural)lc member is referred to my replies t(, the 
almve questioriH. 

Mr# ATUL CHANDRA SENS With refereiu'e to answer (a) (r), do I 
understand the Iloiride Minister to admit that the security prisoner in 
question lias got a family of 8 members who were actually maintained hv 
His own income? 

Khftn Bfthftdur MDHAMMED ALI* The family of the security prisoner 
consists of his wife and his son, aged 2i years. lie has of course a brother 
and his brother’s wife and children wdio are not his dependents. 

Wfi ATUL CHANDRA SEN* With reference to answ’er (a) (t), will 
Uie Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state why the allowance sanctioned is 
increased trom Rs. 20 to Rs. 50 and not Rs. 150 while the Government 
admit that the man was earning Rs. 150 per mensem before his arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: The position is this. This security 
prisoner has only two dejiendents, his wife and a son aged about 2A years. 
At first the Government eonsidered that an allowance of Rs. 20 would he 
sufficient, but suhsemiently tliis allowance w’as increased to Rs. 40. Again 
on a review, it has been inereased to Rs. 50 ]»er mensem. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; Why was not the allowance increased 
to Rs. 150 which was the amount he was actually earning,^ 

Khm Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI; Government consider each case on 
its merits. It is not the policy of Government to grant the security prisoner 
the exact amount that he was earning before his arrest. The only thing is 
that Government d(» not want to see that there is any distress.’ As the 
family of the security jirisoner consists of his wife and his son aged 2^ 
years, Rs. oO per mensem is eonsidered sufficient. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Houl>le Minister he 
pleased to state whether (K»verumeiit have ascertained how this E». 150 was 
spent by the prisoner before he was arrested? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Mr. 8A8AHKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Why should the Government 
deny to the family the exaet amount of Ks. (’>0 which according to the 
[lovernment’s own case was the income of this particular gentleman? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The tpiestiou of denying the family 
does not arise here. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer {a\ (c), will 
the Hon’ble Minister he j)lease(l to state whether the Government is satisfied 
that the brother who is said to be capable t»f earning and maintaining the 
family actually maintains the family? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have no information whether he 
is actually maintaining the fanuly or not. The information of Govern- 
ment is that there is a brother who i.s capable of earning and maintaining 
the family. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Honlde Minister be pleased 
to state what is the monthly in<‘ome (»f his brother? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have no information. I ask for 
notice. 

Jail warden* strike in Bengal. 

*8. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(;) that in January, 194.‘i, there was a general strike of fhe jail warders 
in — 

(A) the presidency Jail, and 

(B) other jails of Bengal; 

(//) whether Governm<*nt was nreviously aware of the grievances and 
demands of the jail wunlers which led to the general strike; and 
(in) whether tlie aforc.'.aid grievances and demands were submitted to 
Government in writing — 

(A) either Indore the ^trike, or 

(B) after the strike? 

{!)) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(/) what were the grievance.s and demands as formulated and submitted 
to the (jovenimenf or fnspector-Generul of Pri.son8, or any such 
appropriate authority by the jail warders; 

{n} what were the terms of termination of the strike; 

(ill) how far were the grievance.s and flemands met by Government; 

(rr) the date of the strike; 

(r) the total number of— 

‘ (1) warders involvecl in the strike; as also 

(2) the total strength of warders employed in the Bengal Jails; 
and 

(vi) the jails totally or partially affected by the strike? 

(r) Will the Hon'ble Minister In* pleased to state — 
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(i) what were the — 

(A) rates of pay, and 

(Ji) other allowances, if any, of the jail warders — 

(1) before the said strike, and 

(2) after the said strike; 

(k) whether since tlie date of the strike any of the jail warders have 
been — • 

(A) suspended, or 

(B) dismissed ; 

{hi) if 80 , the iiuiiiImuh and names of those who have been — 

(A) dismissed, and 

(B) suspended ; 

(/r) whether it is a fact that on the day of the jail warders’ strike — 

(A) all prisoners \u‘re hdt locked uj) in their cells and barracks 
for several hours in the morninf^ without water and morning 
coiiverjience^ tor calls of nature; 

(B) machine guns manned by the military were mounted inside 
the Presidency Jail facing the security prisoners’ barracks; 
and 

((’) armed sergeants and j)oli(‘e constables were posted inside the 
Presidency Jail and other jails; and 

(r) whetfuT any one was permitted to carry firearms inside the jail 
compound ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’bte Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (o), (h) (/), {hi), (ir) and (c) (t) The lionourable member 
is refernul to my j(*]dy to starred (|U(»stion No. 24d asked by Mr. Sibnath 
Banerji on the bStli April, 11)44. 

(h) ih) I refer the hommrablc meml)er to my reply to (a) {Hi) of the 
(lUestiorj No. 40 asked bv Mr. Sat\apriya Banerji on tlie Sth liecember, 1044. 
{r) (I) 1,454. 

(2)2,055. 

(ri) Midnapore, Alipore, Presidemy, Pajshahi, Dacca, Duni Dum, 
Huidwan, Krislniagar, Jessore, Khulna Jalpaiguri, Mymensingli, Faridpur, 
Barisal, (’hittagong and Buxa. 

(c) {ii) No. 

{ill) Does not arise. 
iiv) (A) and (B) No. 

{ir) (D and (r) Yes, in the Presidency and Dacca Pentral Jails only. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: AVith reference to an^^^el 
(r) {Ir) (^) will the Hon’ble Mini.ster be pleased to state if the jirisoners in 
the Presidency Jail were kej)! locked up till 11 in the morning of that date? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T ask for notice. 

Changes in the post of Subdivisional Olfioer at Barraokpore. 

*9i Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL: {n) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department aw’are — 

(f) that the Banackpore subdivision is an important subdivision contain- 
ing many industrial concerns engaged in war production; and 
(//) that during the past year there have Wen six changes in the j>ost of 
Subdivisional Qflfit'er. for tlie Barrack]M>re subdivision? 

{h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it i.s the prac- 
tice in other subdivisions to change the Subdivisional Officer after 3 months’ 
service or less? 

(r) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason why 
the Barrackpore subdivision has been treated in this manner? 
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(d) Will the Hoii’ble Minister l>e pleased to state what is the average 
period of office of Sxibdivisional Officers throughout the Province P 

(e) Do Government propose to take any action to ensure that Subdi visional 
Officers hold office for a sufficient period to ensure efficient administration? 

Khan Bahtulur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon^le Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (n) Yes. • 

(6) No. 

(c) Officers were transferred Wause they were urgently r^uired for 
other Important posts and that these exigenc ies of public service affected 
Barrackpore adversely, was wholly fortuitous. 

{h) Before the war the practice was to make the period of office of Sub- 
divisional Officers about ‘1 years ou the average. At present, owing to war 
conditions, the period has come down to about one year. 

{(■) PA*ery effort is being made by Government to keep the Subdivisionai 
Officers in their stations for as long a period a.s possible and to avoid frequent 
transfers. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer under 
(h) tliat Suhdi visional ()fti4*ers are iu>w ordinarily kept for one year instead 
ot three years, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state if he is aware 
that the Suhd^vi^iona] Officer (»f Jangipur in Murshidabad district has been 
theie tor nearlv five years!" 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: I want notiie. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: For how many years he has been 
there 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: I don't know. I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that because lie is consi- 
dered to lx* a stalwart of the Muslim Ijcague he is there .so long? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: In view of the udinissicm that Burrack^rore is an 
inqxirtant subdivision, will the Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed to explain wdiy 
that subdivihion has been chosen tor so many tran.si’ers in j)referencc to other 
subdi\ isioiis? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: It is unfortunate that Barrack- 
pore has had several Suhdivisional Officers but the fact is that the two 
officers who were posted had to g(»--one (»f them at least on medi(‘al grounds 
t<| the United Kingdom on leave, and that is why occasionally the suh- 
di vision had to be held charge of by the Second Officer. 

Family allowance for Babu Narosh Chandra 8homt, a saourity prisoner. 

MO. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAilUMDAR; (a) Is the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Borne (Jails) Deywirtment aware — 

(i) that security prisoner Babu Naresh (’handra Shome, b.l., at present 
detained in the Buxa Special Re.serve Jail, has l)een granted a 
family allowance of 118.25 only per month with effect from 
April, 1942; 

(it) that he w'as a practising lawyer at Mymensingh before his arrest; 

{til) that he was then earning a great deal more than Rs.25 per month 
and was progressively building up his practice; 

(iv) that he sent petitions to the Government for the increment of his 
allowance; and 

iv) that his allowance has not yet l)een increased in accordance with 
the declared policy of the Government? 
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S If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon^ble Minister 
ering the desirability of increasing the amount of his family allow- 
ance? 

id) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to stale the reason thereof? 

Khan Bahadur •MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): {a) (i), (n) and (iv) Yes. 

(m) My information is that he was practising as a junior pleader only 
for about six months before his arrest and was not earning more than R8.25 
l>er month. 

(u) The allowance has since l>een increased to lls.50 per month with 
effect from Isl April, 1944. 

(h) and (c) I>o not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the llon’ble Minister please 
tell us the date of his arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to stale wh(‘ther the first allowance was granted to the security prisoner 
frcnn the date of his arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The first allowance was granted 
some time in September, 1942. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Uon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state the reason tor not {giving effect to the increment from April, 
1942? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The family allowance was sams 
tioued some tiin<‘ in Se])teinher, 1942, and the effect of this order was given 
from the Ist of April, 1942. 

Family allowance of 8J. Makhanlal Sen detained in Jail. 

•11. Miss MIRA pUTTA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) what was the earning of Sj. Makhanlal Sen now detained in the 
Presidency Jail; 

{h) whether any allowam*e has been granted for bis family and if so, 
the amount ; 

(c) the number of his dependants ; 

(d) whether it is a fact that his only daughter who is preparing for 
the B.A. examination ’is in difficulty for the reason that her 
father has lieeu deprived of his income by his detention? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’blo Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Exact income could not be ascertained though an 
enquiry was made. 

(b) An allowance of Us. 60 per mensem has been granted to the prisoner’s 
wife from 26th Novemlier, 1942, the date of his arrest for support of his 
dependants. 

(c) Two — wife and daughter. 

(d) No. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is it a fact that Babu Makhan Lai 
Sen was employed as Manager of the Ananda Bazar Patriha, and, if so. 
what was tlie difficulty in ascertaining his exact income? 
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Khm Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I c«nuot «ay what was the 

difficulty. I ask for notite. 

lira dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: With inference to the ’ 

to Queetion (d) about his only daughter who is preparing for the " A. 
exaimnation Ling in difficulty, how did the Government gather that there 
was no difficulty in the way of the daughter of Babu ^Makhan Lai Sen 
appearing for the B. A. examination? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This security prisoner has other 
brothers and it is the information of Government that they have an income 
of Its 800 per month and in addition U) that Government have given an 
allowance of Ks. 00 ner month for the maintenance of the prisoners wite 
and the education of his daughter. 


Mr. HI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
plca^ed to state the basis on which this Its. (10 was fixed? 

Mr. SPEAKR: Mr. Kundu, that is going tt»o far into the question, 
(ioverninent says that Rs. 800 is the earning of his brothers and they may 
rcfu'^e to answer the (luestion. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; T «i».v ibat they are livinR 

in a joint niesS. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is the Hon'hle Minister aware that 
Mr. Mukhan Lai Sen used to run a motor car and had a driver and his 
income was more than Rs •>(K) per month? 


Mr. SPEAKER: But that is another matter. 


Appointment of LawyeruMagistratae. 

•12. Mr. MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: Will the llon’hle Minister in 
( liurge of the Honn* Department be jileased to state — 

io) the iiumixT of l.a\v\ er-Magistrates apixiiiited from the beginning 
up to date; and 

{//) how many of them ate — 

(/) Scheduled Lastes, 

(;?) Claste Hindus, and 
(iii) Muslims? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Honlble Khwaja Sir 
Na/imuddin): (a) Sixty. 

(6)(i) Six. 

(fi) Twenty-four. 

(ill) Thirty. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state w'hether the Communal Ratio Rules were applicable in the 

matter of these appointments? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister he 

pleased to state what are the reasons for which the requisite number of 
Scheduled Caste appointments were not made? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because candidates were not avail- 
able. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: Will the Ilon'ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether he is in a position to tell the House how many 
candidates were recommended by the Public Service Commission for the 
appointments? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Yes. In the first batch three 
Scheduled Caste candidates were recommended and in the scond batch seven 
were recommended, that is, a total of ten. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: In view of his present answer, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to reconcile his previous answer ^ 

Mft 8PEAKER*ll No question of reconciliation; you can simply put 
(jucHtionH to elicit information. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKARS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state why the recommended candidates were not appointed to fill up 
the <piota fixea for scheduled castes!^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In the first batch names of 
candidates were recommended by the Public Servise Commission and in the 
second 75, and they were recommended in (»rder of ijreference. In order to 
maintain communal parity in the matter of ai)pointments (iovernment 
appointed Scheduled (uste candidates even if men were lower down in the 
list. Even in normal circumstances they inifrht have ^^ot them in the order 
of preference given bv the Pul)}i<* Servict* (^mnnission but so tar as the first 
bat<‘h w'UH concerned three were recommended and all of them were 
appointed by (Government. In the He<‘ond list within the age-limit ot 40 
or 45 Severn names were rocommended by the Public Service Commission and 
out of that I think three or four — three 1 think — have been apiminted by 
(Governnumt. I may also add that the cases of some more are j>ending 
before (Government and some more law'ver magistrates will be a])pointcd 
shortly. 

Bubu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to give us the exeat time when these a])])ointments are ex])ected to 
be niadey 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: I do not know'. It is being consi- 
dered by (Government. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: (Piest ion time ovei. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Mr. Speaker, I gu\e notice ot a motion 
of adjournment about the prevailing cloth famine in the province. I'n- 
fortunaiely, you have refused your c<msent, but I submit the question is 
very important and demands the immediate attention of the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Sen, you have alieudv got mv refusal and I think 
it will be better if I give you (*ertain tacts. J got about seven notices of 
adjournment motions and I have refused consent to all of them. Two of 
these motions appear t(» me to be matters of peat importance to the commu- 
nity but (he i»oint for consideration is whether I shall be justified in post- 
poning the presentation of the Budget. That stood in my way and I 
thought I could not postpone the presentation of tlie Budget. That is why 
I had to refuse consent. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* Why should it be p(»stponedJ^ We 
could have taken u]> after the presentation of the Budget. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If the House is agreeable I will certainly re<'on.sider 
my decision. ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is the practice. 

Mr. SPEAKER. If that is the practice and if the House is agreeable 
I will have no objection. I will consider this aspect of the question during 
the prayer re(‘ess. 
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Or* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Tlj^ere is a motion about the street 
aecidente by military lorries in Calcutta. 

Mr.8PEAKER: Yes, I have already said that; you need not raise it. 

Dr. NALINAR8HA 8ANYAL: The position is this. On the previous 
occasion in the floor of the House we made several attempts to invite your 
attention through appropriate motions to these street acdidents. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, when I spoke of two motions your motion 
was also in my mind. So what I pro[)ose to do is I will discuss the matter 
with you in my chamber and if the House be agreeable to take up any of 
these matters after the presentation of the Budget 1 shall have no objection 
jiersonally. 

The House stands adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer. 

(The House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment,) 

pr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May we have your consent now after 
having heard us in the chamber P 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the Budget should be presented flrst and I 

shall give you my decision. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With regard to the presentation of the 
Budget we do not want to .stand in the way. We suggest this matter is of 
grave and urgent importance and should not w’ait, namely, accidents by 
military lorries in tlie .streets of Calcutta and the inadequacy of Govern- 
ment measures to stop the same, and if that is allowed to be discussed after 
tlie Hu(lL'’et spec'ch i> delivered we shall have no objection for this day. A 
mutter of this charucter should not wait any longer. We find reports in 
the jircss of Special ry|>c ot motor vehicles leading to deaths and injuries. 

Mr. SPEAKER : That is all right. You have made your position 
([uiti‘ clear. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: May 1 have a minute or two of your 
time*' If wc have followed you correctly, we understand that you iiave 
reiused all the adjourumeiit motions not on grounds that they infringe the 
rules but tor '^ome pther reUvSons. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not 80 in the ca.se of your motion. Y(‘.s, 
Mr. Goswami. 


Point of Ordor. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order. We would like 
to invite your attention to the Assembly Procedure Rules wherein it is laid 
down that on Fridays non-r>flicial business should be taken uj) and we w'ould 
not like this encroachment of the rights and privileges of this House 
by the Government* in this wanton fashion. We had previously invited 
your attention to this matter and every time we find the same mistake or 
delinquency being repeated by Government probably with your consent or 
without your consent making it impossible for you to intervene. Wc would 
like to make it clear that we in this House would maintain the dignity of 
this House and preserve the rights and privileges of members so far as non- 
ofiicial business is concerned. In the programme that is cin iilated you will 
notice non-ofticial business days have oeen scrupulously avoided. February 
23rd is the only non -official business day allowed in a period extending over 
six weeks with six non-official days coming over. The first non-official day — 
today — -is encroached upon. The third non-official dav would be 2nd March 
which is not mentioned in the programme at all. Then, Sir, 9th March, 
which would have been another non-official day is also intelligently left out, 
and thereafter from the 13th onwards voting on demands for grants begin 
3 
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and there naturally the Government would take protection under the 
Governor’s rules and all non-official days have been encroached upon. We 
therefore would like to have your ruling on this matter as to whether you 
permit Government encroaching upon non-official days in this wanton 
manner and how long will this vandalism continue. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will have a talk with the leaders of all the parties 
on the subject. Yes, Mr. Goswami. 

BUDGET ESTIMATES, 1S4546. 

StatifiiMit by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, 

I rise to present the Budget for the year 1945-46. 

In presenting the Budget for the year 1944-45, twelve months ago, I 
made a departure from previous practice and adopted a form of presentation 
which I thought would help honourable members to a truer appreciation of 
the state of our finances and the resulting problems. I propose again to 
adopt that form of presentation this afternoon and explain our estimates of 
the two years’ working with which we are now concerned in broad outline 
and leave those who wush to fill in the details to study the Red Book in which 
they will find the usual detailed <*omj)arisons under eacli grant and tlm 
explanations of the main variations. 

It will be recalled that the budgetary plans for the current year aimed 
at the attainment of two primary objectives. The first and foremost was 
to prevent a recurrence of the preceding year’s famine. The second was to 
administer relief in various forms to those who had suffered from that famine 
and to control the epidemics that followed in its wake. These w'eie by no 
means easy of attainment. Indeed, in regard to the first objective, doubts 
as to the nossibility of complete success were entertained even in quarters 
not avowedly unfriendly to this Government. And hostile critics went to 
the length of predicting, in season and out of season, the imminence of a 
second famine in a yet more grievous form. Although there was still (‘-aiise 
for anxiety, it was my j)aiuful impression that such grim forebodings often 
proceeded from wishful thinking. But thanks to careful planning and the 
effective execution of the threefold programme of production, procurement 
and distribution of food, Government have been able to redeem their pledge : 
“There shall be no famine in 1944.” 

The organisation of famine relief and the control of epidemics also 
presented problems of exceptional difficulty and taxed to the utmost the 
resources of Government. The question was not merely one of money, 
although, as honourable members are well aware, money k one of our most 
serious problems. The task of setting up an efficient civilian organisation 
when the Army pulled out of famine fighting onerations in April last, after 
having rendered such splendid service, presented very great difficulties from 
the point of view of trained personnel particularly in the field of medical 
relief. Notwithstanding all this, the work of repairing the terrible damage 
caused by the famine was steadfastly pursued and I am thankful that today 
the victims of destitution and sickness are no longer adrift but have been 
provided with food and shelter and medical relief. What is more, short- 
term measures of immediate relief have, in the course of the year, been 
supplemented by a programme of rehabilitation which aims at more enduring 
benefit and widespread amelioration. 

Let me now present to the House a brief review of the working of some 
of the more impor^nt schemes which have been undertaken in furtherance 
of our basic objectives. 

I will first take up the (question of food production. The responsibility 
for stimulating the production of food in this Province rests primarily on 
the Departments of Agriculture and Fisheries. It is essential for the proper 
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dkckarge of this responsibility that the Departments should be adei^ately 
reorganised and expanded. The main obstacle to this has been the difficulty 
of getting adequately trained and experienced men for the more responsible 
jobs at the top. It has been increasingly borne in on me during the last two 
years that personnel, even more than finance, is our real “bottleneck”. 
Preliminary steps are being taken to increase the Higher and Lower 
Agricultural Services by some dOO additional officers from demonstrators 
upwards. The training of this large personnel involves a considerable 
expansion of the facilities for agricultural education at present available in 
the Province. Plans for this are already under way, but some time must 
necessarily elapse before they start producing reeults. In the meantime 
we have nad to carry on with the staff we have got, with such help from 
outside as wejiave been able to secure. We have recently been fortunate 
enough to obtain for one year the services of three experts in dairy and 
poultry farming from the Government of New Zealand, and if they are the 
men that we hope and believe they are, Bengal will undoubtedly be the 
richer for their collab(»ratlon. Another valuable acquisition from which 
much is expected is our Agricultural Adviser, Mr. Leonard K. Elmhirst, 
who possesses the very rare qualification of a (‘oinbination of highly specialised 
training witli an intimate knowledge and a sympathetic understanding of 
local conditions. He is devoting himself wholeheartedly to the working out 
of schemes of agricultural develoj)ment on a scale commensurate with the 
needs and standards of modern civilisation. He is the same Mr. Klmhirst 
who, as a friend and collaborator of Kahindranath Tagore, founded the 
Sreeniketan and continue?) to be its guiding spirit. 

The reorganisation ol the Department of Fisheries has also been taken in 
hand. It lias been decided to create 4 posts of Deputy Directors, 8 posts of 
Sujierinteudents, 2t> posts of District Fishery Officers and 85 jmsts of field 
assistants. Here again ye are up against shortage of trained personnel, 
and uj) till now it lias not been possible to recruit more than one Deputy 
Director, 4 Suiierintendents, 25 District Fishery Officers and 20 field 
assistants. 

Let me now turn to the schemes which have been taken up by these 
Departments. 

The most imiiortant of these schemes are grouped together under the 
compreheiwive designation of “Grow More Food (’amjiaign”. They consist 
in the distribution of imjiroved seeds and manure, the encouragement of the 
making of composts and the execution of such orojects of irrigation and 
drainage as are likely to increase the yield of padny and other food crops. 

The approved schemes of seed distribution include aus and avKin paddy 
seeds, rabi seeds, potato, fodder crop eeeds, famine crops like cheena and 
kaun, seeds of summer and cold weather vegetables and cuttings of sugarcane. 
The system of distribution is either cash sale with a 21) per cent, rebate 
or if the recipient so desires, loan on the sowai basis, repayable after the 
following harve.st. To facilitate the working of the.se schemes seed stores 
have been established at district and subdivisional headquarters throughout 
the Province. 

The manures .selected for distribution are oil cake, bonemeal and chemical 
fertilisers like sulphate and jihospate of ammonia. In order to bring them 
within easy reach of the cultivators they have been .supplied to stockists at 
^ important centres specially .selected ^or the purpose. 

In order to turn to account the valuable fertilising material which is 
allowed to run to waste in villages, 2tK) workers have been given training 
in the process of turning farmyard refuse into compost and «ent out to rural 
areas to instruct the villaj^ers. The conversion of town waste into compost 
has been started in two important municipalities near Calcutta, namely, 
Howrah and Hooghly-Cbinsura, and centres for training in municipal 
compost-making have also be^n organised where any municipality can depute 
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a man for training froe of cost. It ie hoped that many municipalities will 
avail themselves of this facility and start production of compost which is 
sure to have a ready market. 

Among other schemes included in the **Grow More Food Campaign’^ 
mention may be made of the distribution of specially designed Persian 
Wheels for lift irrigation purposes; construction of water-hyacinth barricades 
for the reclamation^ of paddy lands; and the cultivation of selected vegetables 
on some 1,700 acres of land in collaboration with the Military authorities 
with a view to reduce the load of army requirements on the civilian market 
for vegetables. Finally, in order to increase the area under cultivation 
Railway side lands are being settled with tenants on a temporary basis and 
action is being taken to bring as much arable waste under cultivation as 
possible. 

Sir, honourable members are no doubt aware that owing to a variety of 
causes there has been a serious depletion of the cattle population of the 
country. Provision of half a crore has been made for cattle purchase loans 
with a view to enable cultivators to procure a sufficient number of plough 
cattle for their agricultural operations. Supplies were, however, extrem^y 
limited and not much could oe done in the wav of importing cattle from 
outside the Province. The only satisfactory solution lies in the establishment 
of a large scale cattle breeding station in the Province and a plan for this 
has already been worked out by our Agricultural Adviser. It involves the 
acquisition of 7,000 acres of land and a capital outlay of close upon 30 lakhs 
of rujiees. The land is situated in a part of the district of Nadia which has 
been grudually dqiojmlated by malaria. In selecting this urea we have kept 
in view an additional object, nanielv, the trying-out of experimental public 
health measures. Meanwhile several short-term schemes of rapid relief have 
been taken in hand. Two hundred stud bulls of good pedigree are being 
imported from outside for distribution in the important (uttle ureas of the 
Province. Schemes liave also been initialed for the rapid multiplication of 
gouts and poultry. The goat multiplication -scheme is expected to produce 
as many us 50,000 goats in the first year of its ()])erati()n. The expansion of 
poullrv multijdicution centres which invidves a «‘o>t of over 3 lakljs of rupees 
IS also ex}»ected to make a substantia] contribution to the food economy of 
the Province. 

It is greatly to be deplored that notwitlistanding the immense possibilities 
of development of fisherie.s in tbi.s Prtjvince, inland, estuarine arid marine, 
there should be a shortage of fish wbieb is almost an indispensable item 
of BtuigaPfi dietary. Attempts hud been made from time to time by the 
Government of Bengal, especially since 1906, when the late Sir K. G. Gupta, 
then Senior Member of the Board of llevenue, Bengal, was placed on special 
duty to report on the fisheries and fish supply of the Province, with a view^ 
to encouraging the exploitation of this potential source of food and wealth. 
But it would not be too unfair to characterise these attempts as spasmodic 
exertions. I am glad to say, however, that our present miseries have 
impelled us to action in this direction as in many others. The first essential 
requisite w^as to strengthen and reorgainise the Department of Fisheries so 
as to enable it to cope with the work ahead. I have already explained the 
action which is being taken in this behalf. In the meantime, as short-term 
“Grow More Food" measures, culture of carp in paddy fields was undertaken 
in the Sunderbans area; and derelict tanks in that area as well as in the 
districts of Bankura, Birbhum and Tippera, were reconditioned and stocked 
with fish fry. Arrangements have also Ven made to facilitate the transport 
of fish from Goalundo to Calcuita by makinp: larger supplies of ice available 
to the fish trade through the agency of an ice-controller specially appointed 
for the purpose. 

Sir, one of the most serious impediments to planned agriculture in Bengal 
has been the absence of reliable and comprehensive agricultural statieticss. 
Arrangements have been made to undertake collection and compilation, 
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by a plot-to-plot enumeration, of agricultural statistics, for ms, amm and 
rabi crops froiii year to year. The cost of the operation is estimated at 
23 lakhs per annum. It will be accompanied by a survey to ascertain the 
acreage of culturable fallow and waste land which is lying uncultivated, and 
action will be taken under the Bengal Food Productioij Control Order to 
bring the maximum possible area of such land under the plougli. As a 
counter-check, the Indian Statistical Institute, under the guidance of the 
renowned statistician, Professor P. i\ Mahalunobia, is to carry out a survey 
of jute, ans paddy and anuin paddy by tbe method of random sampling at a 
cost of 7 lakhs per annum. 

The total provision under ^‘Agriculture” and “Fisheries” amounts to 
2 crores 25 lakhs in 1944-45 and 2 crores 10 lakbs in 1945-40. These figures 
do not include the loans tor cattle ])urchase which are adjustable under the 
“Loans” Budget. 

The responsibility for the administration of tlie second branch of the 
famine-preventive programme, namely, procurement and distribution of 
foodgrains, rests witli tlie Department of Civil Supfdiess. This Department 
has been expanded and reorganised in the course of tlie year with a view to 
secure the maximum of administrative efficiency. Four separate Divisions 
have been created dealing respectively with “Food”, “Movement and 
Storage”, “Consumer's goo<ls” and “Enforcement and Public Relations”. 
The first of these Divisions is concerned with problems of procurement and 
distribution of rice, wheat and other articles of food such as salt and sugar. 
It includes a special organi.sation for inspection and control which is 
entrusted with the duty of testing rice, wheat and other foodgrains purchased 
by the Department or stored in departmental godowne. This will enable tbe 
Department to obtain timely warning of the possibility of loss tli rough 
deterioration of stocks and to safeguard the quality of purchases efteeted by 
or on behalf of Government. The Division of “Movement and Storage” is 
res})onsible for tbe transport of supplies and for projier storage of foodgrains. 
Construction and maintenan(!e of storage godowns, ]>roviHion of transjKirt, 
like lorries and country boats, and the carrying out of the programme of 
boat construction, to which 1 shall refer more fully later on, come within 
the purview of this Division. The Division of “Consumer’s go(»ds” is 
entrusted with the control and di.stribution of articles like shoes, textiles, 
coal, steel and cement. The “Enforcement” Division deals with cases of 
boarding, profiteering and corruption and maintains departmental contact 
with the press and the public. 

The cost of the Civil Supplies Department is estimated at 3 crores in 
1944-45 and 2 crores 75 lakhs in 1945-46. The larger expenditure in the 
current year is due to an extensive programme of construction of storage 
godowns and the acquisition of transport for the movement of foodgrains. 
The figures I have mentioned do not of course include the loss on the 
Department’s trading operations. These losses are due, in the main, to sale 
of foodgrains to the public at prices below those at which they were purchased 
and to devaluation of Government’s stocks as a result of progressive stuiutory 
lowering of price levels. But there are other contributory factors, like 
damaged stocks and loss in tran.sit. The original estimates provided for a 
loss of 3i crores in 1943-44 and 5 crores in 1944-45 — a total of 8J crores in 
two years. The present estimates place the total at nearly 17 crores for tbe 
same period. The loss in the coming year is estimated at 5J crores, so that 
the total for the triennium stands at 22 i crores. 

I shall refer later on to the working of the Capital head “86-A” under 
which receipts and disbursement on account of procurement operations and 
other transactions of a capital nature are adjusted. 

Measures for the relief of destitute persons were readmsted during the 
year to suit the changing requirements of the situation. The need for test 
relief works having greatly abated, expenditure thereon was substantially 
reduced. Under the scheme for administration of gratuitous relief, free 
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kitchens which were functioning in considerable numbers in the earlier part 
of the year were gradually closed down and replaced by arrangements for 
the sale of foodgrains at reduced rates to the poorer section of the people. 
This scheme continued in operation till the end of December when the 
harvesting of winter paddy soijiewhat eased the situation. It is estimated 
that no less than 1^ lakhs of people have been benefited by this measure and 
the exj)enditure involved is of the order of 80 lakhs. A large number of 
(centres were opened for the distribution of milk food to children and nursing 
mothers. The bulk of such milk food was obtained from abroad with the 
assistance of the Government of India and the distribution was effected 
through the agency of the Red Cross. Some 5,000 gallons of shark liver oil 
were emulsified and sent out for distribution to under-nourished children 
through the milk canteens established in various localities. Reports indicate 
that much benefit has been derived from the use of this tonic. Finally, free 
grants to the extent of 10 lakhs have been made to homeless destitutes to 
enable them to rebuild their huts, and free distribution of cloth and blankets 
to indigent people has been undertaken at a cost of close upon 15 lakhs. 

At the beginning of the current year 268 workhouses, 67 poor houses and 
88 temporary orphanages were functioning in the distressed areas of the 
Province, these had all been started on a purely emergency basis with a 
view to afford relief where relief was urgently needed, and were therefore 
not based on any very definitely constructive plan. It was decided to replace 
ihem by 60 centralised Destitutes’ Homes, each consisting of a workhouse, 
a home for destitutes and a home for orphans, deserted children and 
unattached destitute women. Up to date 40 such Homes have already been 
established, and more are nearly ready for opening. The workhouses 
attac hed to these Homes provide work for the able-bodied inmates and also 
for su(‘,h of the residents of the locality as wish to work there for a living. 
The work consists of such items as })addy-husking, ro]>e-muking, mat- 
weaving, cane and bamboo work, spinning and net-making. A sum of two 
annas is credited to the account of an inmate tor ea(‘h day’s work and non- 
resident workers are paid at rates varying from six to twelve annas per day 
according to output. 

Destitutes are being re])atriated to their h(nne areas as soon as they 
become fit to earn their own living, but before repatriation, the local Union 
Board is consultefl to make -sure that it would undertake to look after them 
till they started maintaining them.selves in the ordinary way. In order that 
they jnay be able (o discharge this responsibility the Union Boards have been 
authorised to open poor funds with contributions from Government supple- 
mented by subscri[>tious locally raised. 

Government have accepted respoin^ibility for all famine orjdians, and, as 
1 have already stated, there are at jwesent .some 88 State-managed orjdianages 
ill various jiarts of the Province. The temporary orjihanages are now lieing 
looked after by the Revenue Department and the inmates will, in due course, 
be transferred to the permanent orphanages set up by the Education Depart- 
ment wdiere they wdll be given proper education and vocational training so 
that they may grow uj) to be useful members of the community. 

The opening of centralised liomes for destitutes is a part of our scheme of 
Rehabilitation. Other items of the programme of rehabilitation are the 
setting up of projierly staffed permanent orphanages, re-excavation of 
derelict irrigation tanks, exec\tttioii of useful irrigation and drainage projects, 
and rehabilitation of artisaue. For the last named jmrpose raw materials, 
tools and implements of various kinds are being dwtributed among artisans 
and craftsmen either free or on easy terms so as to enable them to resume 
their normal occupntiiuis which were suspended as a result of the famine. 
Typical items included in the scheme of distribution are yarn for weavers, 
nets for fishermen, iron and steel for agricultural implements, etc. The 
outlay involved in this scheme is of the order of 50 lakhs. 
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There has been considerable expansion during the current year of medical 
facilities for sufferers from the after-effects of famine. The number of 
emergency hospitals has been greatly increased. Sixty-two hospitals with 
a hundred beds in each, 92 with 50 beds in each, and 441 with 20 beds in 
each are now open in different parts of the Province for the treatment of sick 
destitutes. In addition some 200 mobile units have been established for the 
purpose of carrying medical relief to remote and inaccessible areas. The 
number of such units could have been substantially increased but for the 
shortage of trained medical j)ersonuel. In our quest for doctors we explored 
every source. Seven I.M.S. Officers have been borrowed from the Army and 
29 tiurma Medical Officers have been pressed into service. Other Provinces 
were approached for the loan of doctors but few' had any to spare. Even with 
this’ disability the results achieved have been worih wdiile. 

The provision for famine relief operations included in the estimates 
amounts to d (*rores 85 lakhs in 1944-45 and U crores in 1945-46. The 
decrease is due to further improvement in the economic situation which is 
anticipated in the coming year. The provision for the Rehabilitation 
Programme is a crore and 80 lakhs in the current year and a crore and 70 
lakhs in 1945-46. 

Owing to the persistence of the ej)idemics of cholera and smallpox and 
the outbreak of a virulent form of malaria on a province-w'ide scale, anti- 
ej>idemic measures had to he maintained at an un]>recedented level through- 
out tile year. The number of satellite treatment centres for attending to 
outdoor cases, princijmlly cases of malaria, went up from 42 at the end of 
1942-td to close upon 1.400 in the current year. The machinery for the 
distribution of anti-malarial drugs was jirogre.ssively expanded and those 
drugs were made readily available to the people in all parts of the Province. 
Tw'o hundred and eighty-two million tablets of mepaerine were obtained at 
a cost of 78 lakhs for sale to the public and for free distribution to indigent 
patients. 

The total provision tor the free distribution of (|uinine and mepaerine 
amounts to 20 lakhs in the current year and 20 laklm m 1945-46. 

For the conlrol of smallpox and cholera a very large staff of medical 
licentiates, health assistants and vaccinators was entertained for carrying 
out vaccinations and inoculations on an extensive scale. Special measures 
were taken in the city of Calcutta for checking the s])reud of smallpox. The 
cost of these anti-epidemic measures is close upon 20 lakhs. The estimates 
also include 17 lakhs for the repair and resiriking of tube-wells which had 
gone out of order in areas Wf)rst affected by the epidemics. 

The total j)rovision in the Public Health Budget is a crore and 77 lakhs 
in the current year and 95 lakhs in 1945-46. The increase in these two years 
over the pre-1948-44 average of 86 lakhs thus amounts to 2 crores. The 
reduced provision in the coming year is based on the assumption that there 
w'ill be an early subsidence of ei»idemics and that further purchase of 
mepaerine tableU will not amount to more than 80 lakhs. 

The need for organising medical relief on an elaborate scale throughout 
the Province brought into prominence the inadequacy of medical facilities 
provided bv the great majority of local fund hospitals at Sadar and Sub- 
divisional headquarters. The difficulty exi>eriencea by these institutions in 
meeting the higher cost of medicine and diet has been greatly aggravated 
by the larger demand for admission a.s a result of the famine. In order to 
enable tl>em to function pro]>erly it was necessary, as a temporary emergency 
measure, to assume direct res})onsibility for their manapment and to provide 
the additional funds necessary for the purpose. The charges on this account 
amount to 18 lakhs in the current year and 28 lakhs in 1945-46. 

The activities of the Irrigation Department have been greatly intensified 
a-s a result of the need for speedy execution of a large number of new projects 
both under the Grow More'I^ood Scheme and under the programme of 
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Eeliabilitatian. The total value of schemes under these two categories for 
which provision has been included in these estimates is a crore and 46 lakhs 
spread over the two years 1944-45 and 1945-46. Two new circles with 
appropriate staff and equipment have been set up during the year to enable 
the Department to cope with the increase in work. A third circle has been 
created for working out the details of the Damodar Flood Control projects. 
A f ontour survey* pf rivers in North Bengal has been undertaken at an 
estimated cost of 11 jS lakhs of rupees. Among other important works which 
are being carried out by the Irrigation Department mention may be made 
of the remodelling of the Damodar Left Embankment which is expected to 
protect an area of 1,000 square miles from flood. The estimated cost of this 
project is close upon 3 crores and the Government of India have agreed to 
bear a 75 per cent, share. The remodelling of other important embankments 
in the districts of Midnapore and Tippera is also being carried out under 
a similar agreement with the Government of India. 

The question of liberalisation of the rates of dearness allowance had been 
engaging the attention of Government for some time past. Orders were 
issued in October last, after consultation with the Government of India, 
giving effect to enhanced rates from the 1st of July, 1944. This involved 
an extra liability of about 9 lakhs per month. Earlier in the year, it had 
been decided to make special grants to primary and secondary non-Govern- 
ment schools to enable them to pay dearness allowance to their teatdiers and 
menial staff. The provision for this purpose amounts to 57 lakhs per aiiiuira. 
The Budget for the coming year includes a provision of 25 lakhs for grants 
to local bodies for dearness allowance to their low-paid enii)loyees. The 
total provision on account of dearness allowance to Government employees 
ahd others is 2 crores 17 lakhs in the current year and 2 crores 81 lakhs in 
1945-46. 

While immediate objectives have naturally (daimed tlie largest share of 
Government’s energies and resources, planning tor the future has not been 
neglected. A Post-war Reconstruction Committee assisted by a large number 
of 8ub-(;ommitteea— -each dealing with a special field of administration — is 
hard at work, drawing up plans for utilising to the best possible advantage 
the opportunities for development which are sure to arise in the post-war 
period. The Department of Communications and Works has been provided 
with a special staff for post-war road planning in cloee collaboration with 
the Government of India. 

It had become apparent to us that the old machinery of administration in 
Bengal, which had with occasional adjustments been made to serve changing 
needs and to perform altering and more diversified functions, should be 
subjected to a thorough examination. Accordingly Government appointed a 
Committee, known as the Bengal Administration Committee, under the 
chairmanship of Sir Archibald Rowlands, Finance Member-designate of the 
Governor-General’s Council, to enquire into the system and method of work 
of the various departments of Government and to suggest the means whereby 
the administrative machinery can be improved and rendered adequate for the 
efficient discharge of its functions both now' and in the foreseeable future. 
The Committee have already covered a good deal of ground and their report, 
which is expected to be a valuable document, is awaited with interest. 

A Provincial Statistical Bureau has been established with Professor 
P. C. Mahalanobis as its head. The task of this Bureau will l)e to effect the 
maximum possible improvement in the methods of collection, classification, 
tabulation and analysis of Statistical materials by imparting necessary 
technical advice and assistance to various departments of Government engaged 
in statistical work. 

It has also been decided to open an Organisation and Method Section, 
under the Finance Department, with the object of securing ^at efficiency 
in all offices and departments of Government and particularly in those in 
which defective methods of operation are likely to involve substantial losses 
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of public money. For this purpose we were fortunately able to persuade 
Mr. Arthur Ethel, Honorary Organisation and Methotls Adviser to His 
Majesty’s Treasury and the Air Ministry in London, to fly to Calcutta and 
spend several weeks here, about the middle of 1944, and to ]>repare a detailed 
scheme for us. Mr. Ethel has agreed to be our Honorary Adviser and to 
assist us with his advice from London. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On what honorarium!’ 

The Hon’Me Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: None whatsoever. 

Among other items of additional expenditure included in these estimates, 
there are three which call for individual mention. The first of tht*«ie is the 
expansion and reorganisation of the Publicity Department on modern lines 
at a cost of 6 lakhs per annum. This has been already carried out. The 
other two items, both falling on next year's budget are an extra <S lakhs for 
the spread of primary education and an extra 5 lakhs for the development of 
secondary education. 

Let me now review the working of the Cajjital head “85-A” under w'hich 
are exhibited the receij)ts and di-sbursements in respect of the following 
transactions : — 

(1) Purchase of foodgrains other than wheat. 

(2) Purchase of wheat and wlieat products, 

(d) Purchase of standard cloth. 

(4) I’urchase of salt and sugar. 

{!)) Construction of boats. 

The total capital outlay involved in the first Tour of these schemes is of the 
order of 90 crores out of which a sum of 47 crores k derived from sale- 
proceeds and represents the turnover of stocks. The figure for loss adjustable 
in the current year is IdA crores and the book-value of stock likely to remain 
in hand at the close of the year is estimated at 60 crores. 

The comparable figures for the coming year are — a total outlay of 70 
crore>s out of which 48 crores will be derived from sale-proceeds; a loss of 
5A crores; and a carry forward of stock to the value of 77 crores. 

The existence of such large stocks in the possession of Government must 
necessarily raise important problems of disposal and turning over of stocks. 
These were recently discussed at a conference with representatives of the 
Government of Inaia, and it was decided to accelerate offtake within the 
Province itself, by suitable reductions of prices, with a view to prevent 
deterioration through long storage and to release sufficient storage sjiace for 
the new aman crop. The Government of India have offered, “as, so to 
speak, partners in the business”, to share all losses arising out of sales 
at reduced prices in order to secure the necessary turnover. The detaik of 
this arrangement and its financial implications are being worked out, and 
it is hoped that as the result of our final arrangement with the Government 
of India, considerable relief will have been secured to our overburdened 
finances. 

Under the fifth item, “Construction of boats”, has been included the 
Scheme for building a fleet of some 10,000 boats of 100 maunds and upwarde 
by new construction or purchase from outside the Province. This is urgently 
necessary for replacing the country boats lost in previous years and for 
supplementing the existing means of transjiort for the movement of supplies 
of all kinds. A number of these new boats will be operated directly by 
Government and the remainder will be either hired out to contractors for 
carrying supplies or sold outright or on the hire-purchase system. The 
provision on account of the boat construction programme is 2 crores 38 lakhs 
in 1944-45 and 5J crores in 1945-4fi. 
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Finance for transactions relating to foodgrains and standard clotli has 
been obtained from three sources in the current year, namely, loan from 
the Central Government, cash credit advance from the Imperial Bank and 
issue of treasury bills. The Government of India have recently agreed to 
advance the necessary finance in respect of procurement operations in the 
coming year. This has considerably simplified our problem of procurement 
finance. It is proposed to issue treasury bills for providing requisite finance 
for the construction of boats. 

I shall now pass on to a review of the revenue position as it stands 
according to the estimates in the hands of honourable members. 

Tile Budget for the current year provided for a revenue of 22 crores and 
an expenditure of JIO crores with a resultant revenue deficit of 8 crores. 
The lievised Estimates place our revenue receipts at 36 crores, that is to 
say 14 croree higher than the budget figure. In ordinary circumstances 
this should have enabled us to wipe out the estimated deficit and to close 
the year wdth a comfortable revenue surplus. But so seriously adverse 
to our fortunes has been the impact of conditions arising out of the War 
and the famine that our expenditure has been forced up to the formidable 
level of 47 crores or 17 crores in excess of our original estimate. In the 
result, the gap between revenue and exjieuditure stands further widened — 
from 8 crores in the Budget to 11 (Tores in the Eevised. Let me summarise 
the factors res])onsible for these large variations in receipt as well as in 
exijenditure. 

Out of the total improvement of 14 crores in revenue receipts, 7 crores 
is accounted for by the subvention granted to the Province by the Government 
of India. In the course of my last Budget statement before the House I 
mentioned that the Government of India had been approached for suitable 
financial assistance and that we were hopeful that smh assistance would be 
forthcoming. Towards the end of February, 1944, the Central Government 
communicated their decision to make c.r (frafia grants equal to half the 
book(’d ex])enditure under “Famine Relief” in each of the years 1943-44 
and 1944-45 subject to a maximum of 3 crort^s in the first of these years 
and H crore in the second. A sum of 3 crores was, in terms of this decision, 
adjusted in the accounts for 1943-44 in reduction of exj)enditure under the 
head “54 — Famine”^ After considering a further representation from the 
Province, the Government of India decided to raise the maximum limit of 
financial assistance to 10 crores in all and to include within its scope half 
the booked expenditure on “Rehabilitation” and “Loss on sale of subsidised 
food” in addition to that in respect of “Famine Relief”. Three crores out 
of the ten having been already received in 1943-44, credit has been taken in 
the current year for the balance of 7 crores. 

As I have just exjdained, half the total improvement of 14 crores in our 
revenue receipts for the current year is attributable to the subvention from 
the Government of India. Tlie other important heads which contribute to 
the increase are “Ine<une-tax”, “Excise” and “Other Taxes and Duties”. 
“Income-tax” promises to yield a crore and a half more than was assumed 
at the budget stage. Under “Excise” wt look for an increase of 24 crores 
as a result of stee|) upgrading of the rates of duty. The policy of 
enhancement of excise duty with the twofold object of increasing revenue 
and reducing (*onsuiuption which achieved such striking success in 1943 
has beer, pursued further in the current year with highly satisfactory results. 
A graphical chart, which has been prepared to indicate the relative position 
of consumption of excisable articles and revenue derived from it, .shows that 
in the current year, under each head, the inflow of revenue has substantially 
increased while consumption huvS lieen consistently kept at the minimum 
level. Even the consumptiou of country spirit, from wliich the bulk of our 
excise revenue is derived, has been very definitely reduced in spite of a large 
addition to the liijuor-consuining jmpulation which has drifted into the 
Province from outside. 
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Under “Other Taxes and Duties” the increase is IJ crore out of which 
one crore is due to enhancement of rates of Sales Tax and the haiauce is 
distributed over a number of items like Entertainment Tax, Betting Tax, 
Electricity Duty and the Sales Tax on petrol. 

On the exi)enditure side as I have already .stated the total increase is 
17 crores. Out of this 84 crores is due to larger j)rovi,sion for loss on the 
sale of subsidised food and the balance is accounted for ]>rincii>ally by the 
following items of additional expenditure: — 

Rehabilitation Schemes ... ... ... 2 crores. 


Liberalization of rates of dearness allowance to Govern- 
ment employees and grant of dearm^ss allowance 
to teachers in non-Government schools ... 14 crore. 

Expansion of the Department of Civil Supplies ... 14 crore. 

Medical Relief and control of epidemics ... ... 14 crore. 

Agricultural Schemes, e.g., crop .statistics and larger 

outlay on Grow More Food Schemes ... ... 1 crore. 


Total ... 7J crores. 


The revenue for tlie coming year is estimated at '29 crores, that is to say 

7 crores less than the Revised. The decrea.se is due to the omission of the 
subvention received from the Centre in the current year. For the rest, it 
has l)een assumed that revenue next year will How in practically at the same 
level as in ‘the (‘urrent year. There are only two exceptions to this. One 
is an increa.se due to the expected yield from the Agricultural Income-tax. 
The Agricultural Income-tax Act came into oj)eration too late to produce 
any appreciable revenue under this head in the current year; but it is 
expected to bring in half a crore in 1945-4(>. The other is a reduction of iialf 
a crore in recei])ts from Income-tax in terms of the latest information 
furnislied by the Government of India. 

The estimated revenue expenditure in 1945-40 amounts to 07 crores or 
10 crores less than the expenditure in the current year. Out of this, some 

8 crores is accounted for by reduced lo.sses on the sale of subsidised bod 
and the balance is due to smaller provision for the treatment of sic^k destitutes 
and the control of epidemics. 

The estimated revenue deficit in the cxmiing year thus stands at 8 enu-es. 

The actual revenue deficit in 1945-44 in spite of the thre^ (uore subvention 
from the Centre amounted to a little over 5 crores. This year the deficit, 
after taking into account the further subvention of 7 crores, is expected to 
come up to 11 crores. In 1945-46, as I have just explained, the deficit is 
estimated at 8 crores. In an Appendix to the printed copy of my statement, 
honourable members w'ill find a list showing the amounts included in the 
estimates to meet expenditure necessitated l)y the abnormal conditions of 
War and Famine. These items add up (in round figure.s) to 14 (T(»res in 
1945-44, 29 crores in the current year and 18 crores in 1945-46 — ^iimounting 
to a grand total of 61 crores. This grand procession of figures is n measure 
of the impiict of the War on Bengal. 

I have already acknowledged the giant of 16 crores from, ilie Government 
of India. I now desire to thank them publicly on the floor -of this House. 
Tlie Government of India have tliem.selves laWlled their gift as an c,r gratia 
grant, thereby, I take it, emjdiasising its compassionate character. But, 
while humility i.s a strong arimtur in adversity — and it is perhaps meet and 
proper that I should don the weeds of woe — it is my bare duty to plead that 
our claim to an ade(piate financial a.ssi, stance from the Centre in the present 
eircumstance.s is based on wdiat I consider to be the irrefutable logic of facts. 
It is more akin to a claim h>r ceuupen.sation in a court of law. We have n<»t 
sought to avoid our responsibility; nor have we actually spared our.selves in 
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respect of exertion and self-help. The Legislature has recently sanctioned 
the imposition of a tax on agricultural income and has authorised the doubling 
of the rates of the Sales Tax. There has been a steep upgrading of excise 
duties. And, finally, registration fees and process fees have been 
substantially enhanced. In comparison with the figures for 1942-43, we 
are hoping to obtain in 1945-46 an additional 4 crores under Excise, half a 
crore under Agricultural Income-tax, 2^ crores under Other Taxes inclusive 
of the Sales Tax and a crore under Land Revenue, Stamps and Registration. 
It may not on the face of it appear to be a very impressive record; but it must 
be remembered that our power to raise additional revenue has been seriously 
restricted by the financial settlement which governs the allocation of revenue 
between the Centre and the Provinces. This is hardly an appropriate 
occasion for me to explain at length how and why, from the point of view 
of what should be a correct basis of federal finance, the Niemeyer Award has 
been unfair to Bengal. But I wish to assure the House that our complete 
“case” has been presented to the Government of India by His Excellency 
the Governor and myself. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. I presume 
that the Budget speech is a part of the presentation of the case of Govern- 
ment for acceptance of the Government proposal during the coming year in 
connection with the demand for grants and here is an attempt to invoke the 
name of the Governor of Bengal to direct or misdirect the judgment of this 
House. It has always been held that the name of His Excellency the 
Governor in such connections should never be invoked nor the name of His 
Miajesty the King in the Houses of Parliament. As a parliamentarian of 
some reputation, I would ask the Finance Minister of Bengal to delete the 
enconium or even any reference to His Excellency the Governor here in this 
House and in this manner. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: This is no point of order. You have asked the Finance 
Minister to delete a certain part. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The first part is for you, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I was closely following the whole speech. Speaking 
for mvself, 1 do not find anything in this speech invoking the name of His 
Excellency the Governor to get sanction from this House. This is a state- 
ment of fact made by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister and speaking for 
myself I do not find anything objectionable therein. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: It may, however, be 
a matter of some satisfaction to honourable members that our discussions 
have not yet reached a stage of finality and that it is reasonable to hope 
for a comprehensive settlement in the near future which will be free from 
any taint of injustice or niggardliness. I have already indicated that the 
Government of India’s recent offer to share our “trading losses”, under the 
Capital head “85-A”, marks a more realistic approach to the question. 

If I have not announced any new measure of taxation it is not because 
Government have not been considering further possibilities of augmenting 
our revenues. 

To complete the picture, I shall now proceed to give a short account of 
the debt position of the Province. All our borrowings up till now have been 
either for the purpose of covering the revenue deficit and providing the 
requisite working balance at the close of the year; or for financing the large 
sc^e trading operations undertaken by Government in the Department of 
Civil Supplies. Bengal has not been able so far to float any loans for 
productive purposes, that is to say, for the financing of schemes of develop- 
ment such as large scale Irrigation projects or Hydro-electric Schemes 
which create additional wealth for the State. In other words, our debts so 
far have been all unproductive debts, with the possible exception of 2 crores 
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or so spent on tlie furtherance of the ‘‘Grow More Food Campaign''. A part 
of the debt is covered bv stocks held by the Department of Civil Supplies but 
the rest is not covered by any tangible assets. 

In an Appendix to the printed copy of my statement honourable members 
will find a summary of our indebteaness on the Gist March of each of the 
years from 1944 to 1946. In this summary, tlie figures for drawal of loans 
BO far as the years 1944-45 and 1945-46 are concerned will, of course, depend 
on the progress of procurement operations. If progress is slow and the 
drawal of loans is smaller than estimated, there wul be a corresponding 
reduction in the stock figures but there will be no change in the net 
indebtedness. It will be observed that in spite of our utmost efforts to help 
ourselves and in spite of the financial assistance hitherto granted by the 
Government of India, we shall have more uncovered unproductive debt at the 
end of 1945-46 than at the end of 1944-45. This debt which stands at 11 
crores on the 31st March, 1945, will reach 19 crores on the 31st March, 1946. 
The dead weight of this heavy burden has no counterpart, either in causation 
or in magnitude, in any of the other Provinces, large or small. 

Events outside India are, at least in the European theatre of war, swiftly 
moving to a climax. How soon the war will end none of us would dare 
predict : nor how soon we may be able to set our hands, untrammelled by a 
sense of peril, to the arduous but fruitful ta-sks of reconstruction. Of 
physical destruction there has fortunately been little in our country; and 
to that extent our ])roblems of post-war reconstruction may appear somewhat 
simpler. But tlie essential problem of reconstruction is the same everywhere, 
created by the same urge towards new degrees of achievement and 
organisation, towards a greater fulfilment of life by the cissurance of a decent 
standard oi living fur eaeli and all. That is the professed aim of all the 
[»ost-war reionstruction “Plans” that 1 have seen or heard of. 

AVe have already several non-oHicial “Plans” in India. 1 do not propose 
to diseuNS any of them or attempt to assess their relative merits and their 
competitive claims to our ai'ceptance. The distressing thought wliich is 
U])])ermust in my mind this afternoon is that Bengal will face thi‘ problem 
of reconstruction without that self-assurance which the other Major l*rovin(!es 
and Slates of India have been able to acijuire. Of these not all have the 
right io say, as M ysore, moulded liy the genius of Sir M. Visw eswarayya, 
undouhtodly has, tiiat their “reeimstruetion jilanning is in many directions 
a continnation or reorientation of past effort”. I harhour no feeling of 
envious resentment against these sister Provinces and States, and, if I am 
debarred from sharing in their pride and advantage, I sincerely congratulate 
them on their prosperity and wish tliem godsjieed. Nor w'onld I wrong any 
of them by a petulant suggestion that hers is not the reward of prudent 
husbandry. 

A number of Sub-Committees of the Government of Bengal’s l*ost-\V’ar 
Reconstruction Committee, composed mainly of non-officinls and experts, 
have been, to use expressions which have recently acquired particular 
connotation, “fixing targets” for the development of agriculture, education, 
industry^, communications, health and housing, and their “blue-prints” will 
in due course be ready. According to the decision of the Government of 
India, Bengal, along with the other Provinces, will receive during the first 
five years after the war considerable financial assistance from the Centre for 
implementing our schemes. But unless we can add our share, out of our 
own resources, to these contributions, our efforts will have to be considerably 
more pedestrian. Our most urgent task nevertheless has been, and will for 
some time continue to be, the rehabilitation of our people. If we attain 
even a tolerable measure of success in rehabilitating our people, we will 
perhaps have laid a better and surer foundation for those achievements of 
security and well-being to which we and others aspire: We will have 
provided fairer prospects for the latent talent of our people and ensured an 
ampler scope to emergent Life. 
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STATEMENT I. 


BtfifSl NnSgtl, 1f4S-4S. 


[The figures are in thousands of rupees.] 


Actuals, 
^ 1943-44. 


1944 ^. 


Budget, 

1945-46. 




Budget. 

Revised. 


ReceipU, 

Opening Balance 

2,60,46 

2,47,87 

3,06,61 

2,31,55 

Revenue Receipts 

23,71,72 

21,97,44 

35,66,85 

28,78,75 

Receipts from Debt Heads . . 

1,06,04,89 

85,35,17 

1,71,96,87 

1,70,66,24 

Total 

1,32,37,07 

1,09,80,48 

2,10,69,33 

2,01,76,54 

Expenditure. 

Revenue Expenditure 

26,76,18 

30,43,78 

47,00,67 

37,38,47 

Capital Expenditure 

30,20,67 

-17,20,34 

31,49,99 

22,71,83 

Expenditure on Debt Heads 

72,34,61 

1,07,21,72 

1,29,87,12 

1,38,86,52 

Closing Balance 

3,06,61 

-10,64,68 

2,31,65 

2,80,72 

Total 

1,32,37,07 

1,09,80,48 

2,10,69,33 

2,01,76,64 

Net Result. 





Surplus -1- 
Deflcit— 

(a) On Revenue Account 

-3,03,46 

-8,46,34 

-11,34,82 

-8,59,72 

(6) Outside Revenue Account 

+ 3.49,61 

-4,66,21 

+ 10,59,76 

+ 9,08,89 

(c) Not, excluding Opening Balance 

+ 46,15 

-13,12,65 

-76,06 

+49.17 


STATEMENT II. 

Stilsmtnt of oxsonSituro nteoftitatod by war eonditioni and tbo famint and iti aftirmath. 

[In thousands of rupees.] 


ITar. 

1943-44. 

(Actuals.) 

1944-45. 

(Revised.) 

1945-46. 

(Budget.) 

Civil Defence 

1,06,00 

1,23,00 

1.22,00 

Homo Guards 

7,00 

10,00 

13,00 

Extra Pofice 

20,00 

20,00 

23,00 

Increase in cost of Jail Administration (over 1942-43) 

69,00 

67,00 

68,(10 

Dearness Concessions — 

(i) Cash dearness allowance 

83,00 

2,17.00 

2,81,00 

(u) Cost of food concessions 

34,00 

46,00 

41,00 

Subsidy to Calcutta Corporation 

15,50 



Civil Supplies Department 

78,00 

3,02,00 

2,74,00 

Loss on purchase of foodgrains 

3,50,00 

13,40,00 

5.54,00 

//. — Famine. 

Test Works 

1,17,00 

15,00 

10,00 

Gratuitous Relief 

2,90,00 

1,.36,00 

30,00 

Blankets and clothings 

40,00 

15,00 

20,00 

Special medical relief 

53,00 

1,70,00 

71,00 

Special public health measures 

32,00 

1,30.00 

52,00 

Poor houses and orphanages 

28,00 

35,00 

15,00 

Rehabilitation 


1,81,00 

1,69.00 

III. — Qrow More Food Campaiffn. 

Gross outlay 

1,00,00 

1,12,00 

77,00 

Total 

14,22,50 

29,08,00 

1840,00 
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PraviMlal IniiMtEiifM m 31it MareH, 1144, 31it Maitd. Ita iM 31it Utrali, 1346. 

[The figures are ia thousands of rupees.] 
Slat March, Slat March, Slat March, 



1944.(a) 

1945.(6) 

1946.(0) 

lndebUdM98— 

Public — 

Treasury Bills 

. 12,50,00 

33,00,00 

41,00,00 

Imperial Bank Cash Credit Account 

11,24,90 

29,40,90 

29,40,00 

Government of India — 

Ways and Means, 1942 

2,50,00 

•* 


Ways and Means, 1943 • • 

3,00,00 

•• 


IVays and Means, 1944 

.. 

10,00,00 

10,00,00 

Ways and Means, 1946 

.. 


22,00,00 

Rice Loans — 

Out of li orores 

37,50 



Out of 4 crores 

1,00,00 



Wheat Loans 

87,60 



Civil Defence Loan 

1,79,95 

2,47,53 

2,96,40 

Loan for closing Daraodar Bund Breach 

20,00 

•• 


Grow More Food I^ans • • 

82,15 

47,92 

28,17 

Total 

34,12,00 

76,36,36 

1,05,64,47 

. A€9«t8-- 

Stocks — 

Stocks of foodgrains — 

Other than wheat 

16.71,10 

46,99,11 

64,21.74 

WTieat 

11,76,68 

7,32,27 

6,39,73 

Salt 

21,43 

83,61 

1,00,29 

Sugar 

37,41 

83,88 

1,02,08 

Standard Cloth • • 

2,36,62 

3,68,32 

3,68,32 

Boats 


2,04,10 

6,68,15 

ToUl Stocks 

30,43,24 

61,71,29 

83,61,21 

Closing Balance 

8,06,61 

2,31,55 

2,80,72 

Total Assets 

33,49,85 

64,02,84 

86,41,93 

Net uncovered indebtedness (Ls., I minuB 11) 

62,16 

11,33,51 

19,22,54 


(а) According to the Actuals for 1943*44. 

(б) According to the Revised Estimates for 1944-45. 
(c) According to the Budget Estimates for 1945*46. 



38 DISCUSSION OF ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS. [16 th Feb., 

Oats for Diioiissioii of Adjoummoiit Motions. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I suggest that without 
breaking the convention of not taking up any other matter on the day when 
the budget is presented, t^ adjournment motions may be taken up in order 
next Monday. As no sitting is provided, we may do so without disturbing 
other programmes of the House. So, I suggest instead of adjourning the 
House to Tuesday next, we may adjourn it to Monday next. Otherwise we 
may proceed with the adjournment motions today here and now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Sii Nazimuddin, have you anything to say to that? 

The Hon’ble Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have not heard Dr. Sanyal. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Dr. Sanyal, will you please repeat what you said? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 submitted through the Speaker that 
the discussions of adjournment motions which could not be taken up because 
of the intervention of the budget speech of the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
could either be proceeded with today or if the convention of not taking up 
any other business on the budget presentation day is to be maintained, we 
nmy adjourn till Monday next instead of Tuesday. There is no business 
given on Monday. We can take up then the adjournment motions, parti- 
cularly those which the Speaker might think wise to give his consent to on 
that day because that would not disturb the other programme of Govern- 
ment so far, for 1 am afraid any other date or dates for the adjournment 
motions would either encroifich upon Government business or upon the 
privileges of this House for discussing the general budget or for examining 
the Rules of Procedure. I submit that the matters are so very urgent that 
we should take Ihe earliest opiK)rtunity to discuss the same, particularly the 
cloth famine and the question of accidents in the streets of Calcutta. In 
this view, 1 submit tliat cither you allow di-scussions today if the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister and the Ijeader of the House agrees or you may adjourn the 
House till Monday next inste^ul of Tuesday. 

Ths Hon'bid Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN. First of all, it is the pmctice 
that has been followed by you and by your predecessors that there will be 
only one ndjoiirnmeni motion that could lx‘ discussed. It will he either 
the cloth laniine or the accidents in the streets of (hilcutta. Therefore on 
any one day the (juestion nia,\ be discussed if you agree to waive the (piestion 
of uigeuev. 1 think tliat it will be iK)ssil)le next week to find a day when 
we can discuss the (luestioii. 

As far as the street accidents are concerned, I am ready to sit with the 
kviders of parties or any other meml)ers and discuss the matter. I propose 
holding A press conference in which the representatives of the Allied Armies 
would be present to explain tlie jmsition and the steps that we have taken 
and what we propose to do in the future. That question ciin be dealt with 
if the members of the Onposition agree without any debate or if they prefer 
to have a debate, I shall be glad to place all the facts l)efore the House. 
But our difficulty is that it is not possible to have it on Monday because in 
view of the programme some of us have made arrangements to go out of 
Calcutta. The Civil Supplies Minister has got a definite engagement outside 
Calcutta on that day and if the adjournment motion on cloth famine comes 
up, his presence is essential. That is our difficulty. We would be very 

f lad to give any date if we meet amongst ourselves and agree to have a 
iscussion on one adjournment motion only according to the rules, which 
the Opposition may select, any day during the next eight or ten days. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, in view of the readiness of the 
Leader of the House to discuss the question of street accidents with party 
leaders and other relevant authorities in camera to devise better and more 
effective measures of control — and that is what I have been really aiming 
at — I do not like to press the motion in the House. But I hope that tEat 
matter would be taken up more seriously. 
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With regard to the question of cloth famine, 1 submit that fixun Tuesday 
onwards for four days we have the general discussion of the Budget allotted 
and either of the days will have to be sacrificed if the question of cloth 
famine is to be taken up. In that event even if we agree to take it up on 
any of these days, may we submit that we may liave a longer sitting, 
particularly on a day when there will be no sitting of the Council and after 
disposing of the adjournment motion we can take up the general discussion 
of the Budget so that the privilege of the members at least once in a year 
to discuss the Budget might not be encroached upon by an adjournment 
motion of that character. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the honourable member 
has taken for granted that the adjournment motion on cloth fainine is 
admissible during this session. I submit that it would not be admissible. 
But I agree to the proposal subject to the admissibility of the motion. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, as far as the suggestion 
for extending the hours of sitting is concerned, it may be possible to meet 
the wishes of the members of the Opposition on that point. But if the 
Council is not meeting any day we may Irave a discussion of the adjourn- 
ment motion on that day without curtailing the time for general discussion 
of the Budget. 

Adjournment. 

The Hou.se was then adjourned at O-JO p.m. till 4 p.m. on Tuesday, the 
20th February, 1945. at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


4 
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[20th Feb., 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 

the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the A&embly House, ('aleutta, on Tuesday, the 
20th February, 1945, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Sf weaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Svi-j) Nau.shkk Alt) in tiie Chair, ]2 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 185 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

increment of family allowance of 8J. Jadunath Bhattacharya, a security 

prisoner. 

•13. Rai Bahadur J0GE8H CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to stale wliether it is a fact — 
(a) that Sj. Jadunath Bhattacharya was made a security prisoner on the 
16th SeptemWr, 1940, and is at present lodg^ in the Dacca 
Central Jail; 

{h) that he was the headmaster of a free primary school and was a 
homeojmthic doctor as well: 

(c) that his income ranged between Us. 50 and Us. 60 per mensem; 

(d) that he has to support his wife, a newly-born daughter and a 

relative-three in all ; 

(e) that at present his family is receiving only Us. 25 as allowance; 

(/) that he petitioned for increment of allowance; 

(g) that his wife had to sell tw^o thatched houses and ornament^ to meet 

the expenses; and 

(h) wdiat action (lovernmeut have taken upon tlie petition referred to in 

(f)? 

icKan Batadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’blo Khwaja 
Sir Naiiuiuddill) : (a) Yes, hut he was arrested on the 16th September, 1940. 

(5) Before arrest he was practising as a homeopathic doctor and was 
serving irregularly as a teacher in a primary school. 

(c) No. The Horae Minister’s information is that he could hardly earn 
Rs.lO per month. 

(d) The wdfe and a baby are his only dependants. 

(e) and (/) Yes. 

(g) I have no information. 

(h) Prayer for enhancement has been rejecded after due c/)nsideration. 

Granting ofalloiifanoe to oortain clotonus. 

•14a Ufa OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; (a) Mill the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Home Department lie pleased to state whether any allow- 
ance has been granteil to the following detenus, viz . : — 

(0 Amulya Mukherji detained in MidnajKire Jail; 

(it) Birenara Chandra Saha, Dum Dum Central Jail; 
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(iii) Ijalitbandhu Chakravarty, Dum Dum Central Jail; 

{iv) Prafulla Chau.dm Nandi. Dum Dum Central Jail; 

(v^f Hebati Mohan De, Dum Dum Central Jail; 

(vt) Kliagrendra Chandi-a Dliar Chowdliury, Dum Dum Central Jail; 

(vh) Anantalal Banikya, Dum Dum Central Jail ; 

(rnV) Anil Kai Choudhury, n.L., detained in Midnai>ore Jail; 

(/» Kamal Rai Cbo^ydhury, ii.A.. detained in. Rajshahi Jail; 

(j-) Radharamau Mitra; 

(.r/) Birendra Kumar Bhattacliarjee, detained in the Midnapore Central 
Jail : 

(.r/i) Haralal Rai ; 

(j'itf) Ramesb Ghosh, Central Jail, Dacca; and 
(,rir) Probodh Chandra Das (iuj)ta. Dum Dum JailJ' 

(/; If so, what is the amount «rranted to eacdi of themP 
(c) If no allowance has been granted to any one of them, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if any np]dication has been received from them or 
their relatives for tlie grant of such allowance P 

id) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister l)e i)Ieased to state the reason why 
no allowance has-been granted? 

(r) Do th(‘ Government consi<ler the desinibility of granting an adequate 
allowance to all the del(*nus who have got families P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir NazinMiddin): and (/;) There are no securitv prisoners named Babus 

Haralal Rai and Probodh Chandra Das Gupta. As regards others a state- 
ment IS placed on the Library Table. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The honourable member is referred to my reply to (a) and (6). 

(c) Does not arise. 

Amenities for detenus in oertain matters and periodical review of cases of 

political prisoners. 

•15. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(/) what steps, if any, have lieen taken tor regular and ]>rriodical reviews 
of the cases of political prisoners with a view^ to securing their 
release ; 

(u) what stej)8, il any, have l>eeii taken to increase diet allowance of the 
security prisoners which was fixed a year ago, in view of the 
abnormal rise in prices; and whethei the increment, if aav, is 
in proportion to the rise in prices of foodstuff; 

(lit) what steps, it any, have l>een taken to provide amenities to detenun 
regarding clothing, ificdical attendance, interviews, study, ietters 
and miscelluneous sujqdies, item by item; and 
(tr) how many security juisoners have lieeii granted family allowance and 
the amount granted in each case, since April 24, 1948 P 
(b) Do the Government conternjdate to take immediate steps in the matter? 
Khan Baf^dur MDHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’blo Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (V/) (/) The Restriction and Detention Ordinance (Ordinance 
III of 1944) promulgated on the 15ih of January, 1944, enacts in a self-con- 
tained instrument the provisions relating to restriction, detention, etc. 
hitherto embodied in rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules but introduces 
the following new features: — 

(1) Provision is made for communication to the security prisoner of the 
gi-ounds on which he in detained so far as this can l)e done without 
disclosing facts which it woiibl Ije against the public interest to 
disclose. Persons detaineil also now have right to make, if they 
so wish, a representation against the order and they are to be 
informed of this right and given the earliest practical opportunity 
of making such a representation. 
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(2) The duration of an order of detention is now restricted to 6 months 

unless within that wriod a further order of Government is made 
after a review of ail available materials (including* the prisoner's 
representation, if any) for its extension. 

(3) Provision has been ma4e for submission to Government for confir- 

mation or cancellation of all orders of detention passed by subordi- 
nate authorities in the exercise of delegated powers. 

These provisions apply to all orders previously made under rule 26 of the 
Defence of India Rules. These are validated by "the Ordinance and are given 
effect to as if they had been made under the Ordinance and necessary 
measures have been taken to give effect to these i)rovisions. 

In addition to detailed review of individual cases referred to above, a 
general review of all cases is constantly l)eiug made in consultation with 
Government’s Security Advisers and ][>er8on8 whose continued detention is 
no longer considered necessary are being released. 

{li) Immediately on the assumption of offices by the present Ministry 
orders were issued to raise the diet allowance from 12 annas to Rs.1-8 jier day. 
Foodgrains and other dietary articles are supplied from jail stock at cost 
price and in respect of controlled articles at the controlled prices : where the 
original cost price at which jail supplies w'ere obtained was higher than the 

controlled price, the difference is borne by Government. The question of 

increasing the diet allowance still furthei is under consideration of (fovem- 
ment. 

(ill) The honourable memlH^r’s attention is invited to the Bengal Security 
Frisoneis Rules, 1940, as from time to time amended, copies of which are 

in the Library. All articles of clothing and personal effects supplied to the 

prisoners aie treated as their property and replace<l i>ei iodically acc^ording to 
the normal period of serviceability of each article. The used articles 
surrendered by the prisoners at the time of replacement are allowed to be 
sent to their friends, relatives and charitable organisations and to be taken 
away on release. 

Ste|>s have been taken to depute s|H*cialists Irom the Medical College, 
Calcutta, to attend to the pii.soners in complicated cases of illness and to 
remove sick prisoners to outside hos])ituls in cases where pro})er treatment 
cannot be given inside the jail. 

All reasonable facilities for interviews with the prisoners are allowed. 
The restrictions imjHised on the interviews and communications of the 
Midnui>ore security prisoneis detained in connection with the “Congress 
movement” have been withdrawn. 

The staff* engaged in the censorship of the security prisoners’ communi- 
cations has lieen strengthened with a view to minimise the delay in censor- 
ship. The communications which conform to the Bengal Security Prisoners 
Buies are now censored with the least i>o.ssible delay. 

Stejis have been taken for the .sup^ily of dentures at Government cost in 
suitable cases. Subject to the overriding consideration of security, steps 
have been taken for the prisoners to visit near relatives who are very seriously 
ill, where they can return to jail within a reasonable time. 

The desirability of supplying audi-phones at Government cost is under 
consideration. 

iiv) The information is not readily av'ailable and its collection will involve 
an expenditure of time and labour which would not be justified in the present 
emergency. 

(6) The hoAOurable member is referred to my reply to (a). 
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Dr» NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the honourable member he pleased 
to state if his personal attention has ever been drawn to the delay or unwillinjr- 
ness on the part of the jail authorities to comply with the {general instruc- 
tions issued by Clovernraent under the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules as 
contained in {a) {Hi)? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sir, and they were enquired into. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state what machinery Government have devised to ensure that letters and 
correspondence written by or to the prisoners do get to the destination within 
a reasonable time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED AM: Yes. Sir. I refer the honourable 
member to the reply given just now that censorship staff has been 
strengthened. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state what is “reasonable time'* in his estimate for a letter from the 
Presidency Jail in Calcutta to reach a person residing in Calcutta through 
the machinery of the strengthened staff? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the honourable memlxT be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the questioner himself received a letter addressed 
to him by his nephew in the IMesideiicv Jail which took 10 days to come? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the honourable inemWr be ideased 
to state if he is aware that this member had to invite the attention of the 
Deputy Secretary, Home (Jails) Department, to the case of his widowed 
sister’s interview’ with her son in the Presidency Jail which was not granted 
to her, although she was the mother of the security prisoner, for nearly three 
weeks after her application? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that even though the attention of the Deputy Secretary, 
Home (Jails) Department was invited to the matter and he expressed 
surprise at this delay, the interview did not take place for nearly If) days 
thereafter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already said that T ask for 
notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state if he is aware that when a due date of interview’ has thus expired, 
no facility is given to the security prisoner or the relations to repeat the 
interview when particularly they have t-o come from a distance outside 
Calcutta 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Unless a good case is made out, that 
may be the usual ]>rocedure, but sometimes facility is again granted. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Inmourable member be pleased 
to state what corapen.sation or what compaasion is shown lo a person wln> 
comes from outside in expectation of a due date of interview’ but is refused 
or not granted the interview and whether Government is considering the 
desirability of permitting such persons t^» have interviews within a short 
period, not waiting till the next time after a fortnight arrives? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know if the honourable 
member i.s referring to any specific instance; if so and if be writes to the 
Government, the matter will be looked into. 
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Mr» OHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to the answer that the 
»taff enffaged in the censorship of the security prisoners’ communications has 
been strengthened, will the Hon’ble Minister tell the House whether short- 
notice questions or adjournment motions sent by the M.L.A. prisoners in 
jail are detained for a long time and they do not reach the Hon ’hie Speaker 
in due time? 

Khan Baha^r MOHAMMED ALI: As has been replied to on several 
occasions, previously there used to be some delay no doubt because of the 
iuade((ua(?y of the staff, but the staff' has been strengthened and now there 
is not much delay in communications — either in transmission or receipt. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to the answer, viz., 
“Steps have been taken for the supply of dentures at Government cost in 
suitable cases, subject to the overriding consideration of security, steps have 
been taken for the prisoners to visit near relatives who are very seriously ill, 
where they can return to jail within a reasonable time”, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what does he mean by “a reasonable time”? 

Mr. SPEAKER: “Reasonable time” means reasonable time. You can- 
not ask a question like that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a reasonable time if it takes three days to come and 
three days to go? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
state whether he is aware that even now letters written by security prisoners 
take more than a month to reach the destination? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Government's information is other- 
wist*. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon'hlc Minister consider Hie 
desi nihility of revising his answer, if I show’ to him a letter wiittcn hv one 
Mriganka Kumar Gliose, a security jirisoner in the Rajshahi t’eiitnil .Tail, 
dated the 11th December, 1044, reaching this morning, that is, tiie 2nth 
February, 1045? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tf the honourable member will give 
me a cojiy and writes to me officially, the matter will be looked into. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirhle Minister be plea-^ed 
to state if this ([uestioii refers to all political pri.soner.s detained under the 
Security Pri.soners Rules — security prisoners under the Defence of India 
Rules and under Regulation III of 1818? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It relates to [mlitical lecurity 
prisoners. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is there any difference in the amenities 
granted to Regulation III prisoners from those granted to security prisoners 
under the Defence of India Rules? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state if he is aware that elsew^here in the Bengal Tjegislative Council the 
names of Mr. Pratul Chandra Ganguly and Mr. Sib Nath Banerji were left 
out from the list of detained M.L.As. and M.L.Cs. referred to by the 
Hou’ble Minister-in-charge in answer to a question put by a member there? 
Is there any chance of their early release? 
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Khm Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; T am not aware what hap|>ene(J in 
the other House. 

Regarding security prisoner Ram Sewak Sarma. 

•16. Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charg-e of the Home Department aware of the fact — 

(?) that Mr. Kam Sevak Sanna was made a seeurity prisoner in October, 
1942, while working in the Birla Jute Mills, lliulge Hudge, on a 
salary of Rs.72 per month; 

(//) that his salary was the mainstay of his family consisting of his old 
father, mother, widowed aunt, wife and five children; 

(iit) that his family sinee his arrest is in hardship; and 

(iv) that Mr. Ram Sevak Sarma sent a i>etition in the month of Decem- 
ber, 1942, from Alip<ue Central Jail, to the Additional Deputy 
Secretary, Government of Bengal (Home Department), for family 
allowance to which uj> till now he has got no answer^ 

{h) If the answer to (a) {ir) is in the atlirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting a suitable family allowance to 
Mr. Ram Sevak Surma at an early dater' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI f(on behalf of the Hon’ble Khmja 

Sir Nazimuddin): (<n He was arrested in November, 1942, but as he was 
released (oi I*ith April, 1949, it was not considered necessary to obtain 
fiirthei intormatlon 

(h) Does not arise. 

Shortage of nurses for civil hospitals in Bengal. 

*17. Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL: (??) Is the llon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department aware that 
there is a s(‘riouN sliortage of nurses for civil hospitals in Bengal? 

(b) Will the Hon’hlc Minister be jibui.sed to state if Government have 
completed their examination of the proposals submitted to Government in 
July, 1941, by the committee apj»ointed by Government to examine the 
training conditions of nurses, etc., and formulate proj)osals for the imi)rove- 
ment of their training? 

(r) If so, will the Hoii’ble Minister l)e jdeused to state what action 
Government propose to take on the profiosals of the committee? 

(d) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed to slate when Govern- 
ment expect to comjdete their examination of the proposals? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khar 
Bahadur Mautvi Jalatuddin Ahmad): (a) Yes. 

(6) No. 

(c) Does not arise at present. 

{d) As soon as return of more normal conditions makes it possible to give 
sufficient time to study the proposals with proper care and consideration. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister lx* pleased to explain why 
Government i.s taking over three years to examine the recommendations of 
the Committee? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: While the scheme was under 
consideration, the war came in and Government could not finish their 
examination of the scheme. 
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Mr. A. F.STARK: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state if he 
regards the shortage of nurses as a post-war problem ? 

KKan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHiMAD: No, Sir. It is not only a post- 
war problem, but even now Government feel the necessity of more nurses, 
and accordingly they are training nurses in the Campbell Hospital from the 
last year and have also made proyision for 10 scholarships in the Dufferin 
Hospital. 

Mf. At Ft STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider the 
desirability of taking up the examination of the recommendations of the 
Committee immediately? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes. It is a scheme which is 
being considered along with other suggestions of post-war schemes, but. in 
the meantime, as J have said, Government have lafen steps to increase the 
trained nurses. 

Contract for the oonstruction of the Rajbari Camp Hospital. 

MS. Mr. BIRAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and liocal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state if it is a fact — 

(a) that one Fazlu Mia, uncle of Maulvi Abdul Salam Khan. Secretary 

of the Faridpur Di.strict Muslim League, has been given the 
contract for the construction of the Rajbari ('amp Hos])ital ; 

(b) that the contract for the Rajbari (.amp Ilosintal was originally 

given by the Subdivisional ()fhcer, Rajbari, to Maulvi Khandkar 
Abdul Majid, C.W.D. contractor, on 18th February, 1944. and 
that the District Magistrate on his own initiative transferred the 
contract to Fazlu Mia on the (ith Marcli, 1944; 

(c) that the Subdivisional Officer, Rajbari, at first refused to i)ay the 

bill of the said Fazhi Mia on the ground of inefficient and incom- 
plete work ; 

(d) that the said Subdivisional Officer passed the bill after deducting a 

sum of Rs.l85 as compensation; and 

(e) that the District Magistrate directed the payment of the full amount 

from the District fund though the jmyment was to be made from 
the Subdivisional funds? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahm^: (a) Yes. The fart that Maulvi Fazlur 
Rahman is the uncle of Maulvi Abdus Salam Khan, Secretary, Faridpur 
District Moslem League, was not known at the time he was given the 
contract. 

(b) The Subdivisional Officer, Rajbari. was finding it difficult to get local 
contractors to construct the hospital sheds on the pattern and at the rates 
approved by Government. He brought the fact to the notice of the District 
Magistrate, who deputed Maulvi Fazlur Rahman. In the meanwhile 
Maulvi Abdul Majid expressed bis willingnevS.s to the Subdivisional Officer 
to do the work but no work was given to him. 

(c) and (d) In respect of one item of the bill the charge exceeded the 
stipulated rate. The Subdivisional Officer recommended reduction of the 
excess claim, which was so reduced. The Subdivisional Officer also recom- 
mended reduction of the bill ^)v Rs.LT”) in respect of one incompleted item, 
which was also so reduced, ijfnding the completion of the wtuk. 

(r) No. There is no such Subdivisional fund as distinct from the District 
fund. The entire expenditure, on account of the Famine Relief Scheme, is 
met from the fund placed under the **54 — Famine^' Budget of the 
Government. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any tender was called for this work before the (‘ontract was given 
out y 

Khan Sahib HAMiDUDDiN AHMAD: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state how many tenders were received and what were the rates? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ilon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that this was a secretive arrangement made between the 
Subdivisional Officer and the contractor, Maulvi Fazlur Rahman, as men- 
tioned in answer {h\, and that there was no tender whatsoever? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I disallow that question. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Supersession of Chittagong Municipality and appointment of oflloer in charge 
during period of supersession. 

1. Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY; [a) Will the 
Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department he 
pleased to state — 

(0 how long the Chittagong Municipalitv has been superseded; and 

(u) during the period of supersession whether any Muslim officer has 
been placed in charge of the same? 

{h) Do the Governraent propose t(> apj)oint a Muslim officer in place of 
Babii Raghunath Banerjee, n.c.s., who was in charge of the Chittagong 
Municipality and who has recently lieen transferred to C/Ox’s Bazar? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) (?) Since 
6th April, 1942. 

(?i) No. 

(b) The orders transferring Babu Raghunath Banerjee, n.c.s., to Cox^s 
Bazar have been cancelled ; hence the (j^uestion of aj>pointing a Muslim 
officer in his plai'e does not arise. 

Appointment of Lawyer-Magistrates. 

2. Khan Bahadur Md. ANWARUL AZIM: Will the Hnn’hle Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

{a){i) how many Lawyer-Magistrates have been apitointcd so far, and 
(ii) how many more candidates for T.awyer-Magistratt^s have been 
finally selected and medically e.xainined ; 

(b) when these candidates are going tf» 1 k‘ appointed; 

(c) whether it is a fact that these appointments are held up to give 

apiHiinlment U) officers of (»ther provinces and of the military; 

(d) whether any candidates have been directed to furnish fresh medical 

certificates with an assurance of being upfH)inled; and 

(c) whether it is a fact that they have not been appointed although 
medical certificates have been duly furnished? 
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MINISTER in Miargi of tho HOME DEPARTMENT (tha Hofi’Mo 
Klnwaja Sir Nazimudiiin): (a) (i) 60. 

(ii) 88. 

(h) The question of further appointment of Lawyer-Magistrates is under 
the consideration of Government and no decision has yet been reached. 

(c) No. 

(d) Some candidates were asked to prodiibe certificates of fitness, but 
no assurance regarding appointment was given to them. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Rata of oompansation paid for acquisition of lands, etc., in Pani and other 
places in Chittagong Division. 

3. KhM Bah^r Haji BADI AHMED CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
the rate of compensation paid for acquisition for military purposes of lands 
and houses and of damages for desti-uctioii of standing crops and trees 
thereon separately in Feni, Noakhali Sadar, Chandfmr, Comilla (North and 
South), Chittagong Sadar (A and H) and Cox’s Bazar subdivision mi Chitta- 
gong Division? 

(h) If there is any difference in the aforesaid rates, does tlie Hou’ble 
Minister profwse to remove the difference? 

MINI8TER in charge of tho REVENUE DEPARTMENT: (the Hon’blo 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukorjea): ia) There has been no ac'quisition of land for 
military- purposes in tlie Chittagong Division except in the district of Chitta- 
gong wh(*re conip(‘nsation was paid at the rate of Rs.oOU per acre. The rest 
of the <|Uestion does not arise. 

{()) Does not arise. 


Repatriation of deotitutos. 

4. Khan Bahadur JA8IMUD0IN AHMED: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department he j)leased to state — 

(a) how many destitutes are there awaiting repatriation in each of the 
reception centres of Calcutta by the end of Octol)er; and 
(h) how many of them are adults — male and female, and children — male 
and female belonging to communities Muslim and non-Muslim? 

The Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: A statement furnishing 
the information is laid on the Table. 
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Dr. NALIINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the statement of 
destitutes forcibly evacuated and repatriated and of those who are awaiting 
repatriation in each of the reception centres, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the present position regarding those destitutes? 
Have they been repatriated since, or are they still awaiting repatriation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Some have been 
repatriated. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many of these 2,008 persons have ultimately been repatriated in 
alive condition? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many of these destitutes in the three relief centres died? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 

Release of Babu 8anendra Nath Datla, a security prisoner, on grounds of 

health. 

5. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL; (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Political) Department Ik.* pleased to state whether it 
is a fact — 

(r) that Bahu Sailendra Nath Datta of Mi(lna]X)re is detained in the 
Midnapore Central Jail as a se<*urity prisoner since his arrest 
on the 15th Ajiril, 1042; 

(tV) that the said jjiisoner before his arrest was on three months’ medical 
leave for his treatment in Calcutta or in a suitable place in bis 
restriction |M*riod ; 

(Hi) that he could not a\ail of the medical treatment because of his 
suddeu arrest; 

(ir) that he fell seriously ill in the mouth of March, 194d, and was 
admitted into the Jail Hospital and stayed there for months; 

(r) that for the fH'riod he stayed in the hos])ital he had a stomach trouble, 
nausea, spasms and pain in the left lung and jdeura; 

(ri) that he is still under medical treatment thougli living in the ward; 

[vii) that the Sui>erintendent held that the said prisoner should have Iveen 
X’rayed aud the examination was necessary for proper diagnosis 
of his disease; 

(iriii) that he has lost 37 lbs. in weight; 

(Lr) that now he cannot walk with the help of stick even ; 

(.r) that now he suffers from slow fever evei*^’ day aud vomitting tendency 
and pain in the left lung and pleura, and vomitting at intervals; 
and 

(ti) that on examination two patches were found when he was under 
restriction l>efore his arrest? 

(h) If the answer to is in the aflinnative is the Hon’ble Minister- 
considering the desirability of arranging for the proper diagnosis of the 
disease of the said prisoner? ^ 

(c) Do the Government contemplate to release him for treatment by the 
guanlians of the said prisoner? 

{d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that the Superintendent; 
of the Midnapore Central Jail has recommended for his release as he is 
getHng invalid gradually? 
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(e) If the reply to {(I) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’hle Minister be 
pleased to state what action he has taken or projH)ses to take in the matter? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that the said prisoner has 
applied to the Oovernment stating that he is a Communist and a supporter 
of the anti-Fascist people’s war? 

(g) If the reply to (J) is in the affirmative, is the Hou’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of/ releasing him in view of the j>olicv adopted by 
the Oovernment for the Communist party? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDDIN: p/)(/) and {vi) Yes. 

{ii) and (lii) I have no information. 

{iv) My information is that the prisoner was having evening rise of 
temperature at the time for which he was in hospital from 28th March, 1943, 
to 29th April, 1943, and again from 6th May, 1943, to 27th duly, 1943. 

(v) He complained of nausea and pain in the left chest. 

{vii) The foraier Jail Superintendent considered X’ray examination 
necessary. But no such examination is considered necessary by the present 
Superintendent. 

(vin), (nr) apd (.n) No. 

(j) He suffers from chronic colitis and indigestion. He also complains 
of pain in the chest. 

ih) My information is that he is having proiKir treatment. 

(c‘), {d) and ((/) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 
if) Yes. 


Persons detained under the Defence of India Rules. 

6. Mr, SIBNATH BANERJEE* Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home (JaiK) Department be pleased to state — 

(u) what eflec t (government have given or projKxsc to give regarding the 
obstTvation.N of the Chief du.stice of the Hon’ble High Court of 
Calcutta, to the effect that each per.son detained without trial 
under Defence of India Rules should be informed on what 
specific cliarges he or she is l)eing iletained, so that he or she can 
try to rebut the charges; 

(h) what effect Government have given or jiropose to give to the deci- 
sions of the Hon’ble Federal Court at New Delhi with regard to— - 
{{) the 8 re8])ondent8 and secondly 

(it) the rest of the detenus under rule 2(» of the Defence of India 
Rules ; ^ 

(r) whether it i.s a fact that persons arresttnl under the Defence of India 
Rules after 3rd June, HM3, were not lieing confined under rule 26 
of the Defence of India Rule.s, but — 

(i) being sent to Delhi, if they are political jirisoneTS or 

(n) being detained at 61, Amherst Street, Calcutta, and at other 
places if they are criminal pri.soners (black-out) ; 

(d) the number of such persons referred to in (c)(i) and (u); and 

(e) under what authority they have been and are feeing detainer] after 

expiry of 60 days from the dates of their arrests? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN 5 (a) All persons previously 
detained under rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules are now by provisions 
of the Restriction and Detention Ordinance, 19^, deemed to have been 
detainer] under this Ordinance, and according to this Ordinance every security 
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prisoner is informed of the ground under which he or she is detained so far 
as this can be done without disclosing facts which it would be against the 
public interest to disclose. Persons detained also now have right to make, 
if they so wish, a representation against the order and they are informed 
of this right and given the earliest practical opportunity of making such a 
representation. 

{b) The matter is the subject of an ai>peal now pending before the Privy 
0>uncil, but immediately after the pronounceiu^nt of the decision of the 
Federal Court which held that no order of detention could validly be made 
under rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules, except after the Governor had 
fM*rsonally applied his mind to the* case and been satisfied that making of 
such an order w'as necessary, stejm were taken to institute a review of all the 
cases of security prisoners then under detention with a tiew to issue fresh 
orders in the (;ases in which continued detention was considered necessary. 
The cases of all the security prisoners have already been reviewed. The 
materials in each case were examined by the de])artment and by myself 
and the case was submitted to His Excellency the (iovenior for consideration 
and orders. The same procedure has also been followed in the cases of all 
prisoners arrested and detained Hin<*e the j»ronouncement of the Federal 
Court decision referred to above. 

(c) (7) On letransfer from Delhi fresh orders under Defence of India Rule 
26 w'ere issued by the Bengal Govenimont. 

(u) No. 

(d) I am not prepared to furnish the information asked for in the public 
interest. 

(e) Siu(!e the pronouncement of the Federal Court decision, the cases of 
all newly arrested jTersons are examined by the dei)artment and by myself 
and then they are submitted to His Excellency the (iovernor for consideration 
and orders. Previous to the promulgation of the Restriction and Detention 
Ordinance, 1944, orders of detention in such cases issued under rule 26, 
Defence of India Rules, but since its promulgation, detention orders are 
being issued under this Onlinance. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answort were given) 

Post-wir Raoofifttruotion Scheme for construction of reads in partially 
excluded areas of Mymensingh district. 

M9. Maharaja BHUPENDRA CHANDRA SINGHA, of Busang: Will 
the Hon’bl© Minister in charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries 
(Post-War Reconstruction) Dept^tment be pleased to state if any compre- 
hensive scheme for tlu* construction of roads in partially excludecl areas of 
the Mymensingh district is engaging their attention? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUIjband INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (The Hon’ble Mr. K. Shthabuddin): 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge 

of . Sir, w’hy should it be “Commerce, Labour’’? This question relates 

to road l onstruotion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a question of post-war reconstruction. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is not a question of post-war recon- 
struction; it is a question of construction of roads in the post-war period. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If Government think that it is a question concerning 
Commerce and Ijabour Department, what can I do? 
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Dfa NALINAKI^HA SAHYALs Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
whichever Department the question may relate to be pleased to state which 
particular Department of (lovernment is dealing with the question of road 
construction in the partially excluded areas? 

The Hon’bte Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN7 Does it arise. Sir? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Strictly speaking. T do not think that this question 
arises. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, it does arise out of the answer 
given. The (luestion is whether any scheme is engaging (government’s 
attention to which the answer is “yes”. My suppleinentury question is 
which particular Department’s attention is engaged to this problem. 

The Hon*ble Mr, K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Obviously the ( ommunicutions 
and Works Department. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
t4> state whether the construction of roads in the partially excluded areas is a 
matter of Ministerial responsibility or a matter of (lovernor’s discretion? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot allow* that (juestion. That is a question of 
(»pinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am just trying to find out whether the 
answer is consistent with the facts. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y ou cannot do that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state which are the roads in the partially excluded areas of the Myrncn- 
singh district which are now under examination? 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: There are a number of roads — 
one is in Durgapur which is 5(14 miles (I can give the lengths of the roads 
if my friend wants), one is Sribari, one is Nalitabari, one is Haluaghat 
another is Kamalkund. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the points between which the Durgapur Road is projected 
and whether the road project has got any linking up with the national high- 
ways of Assam and Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Mr, K. 8HAHABUDDIN: For detailed information I want 
notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state if he has got any information in his jKissession regarding the order 
of recommenilations of the District Magistrate and the Divisional (^immis- 
sioner in regard to these 4 road projects? 

The Hon’We Mr, K. SHAHABUDDIN: Tlie recommendations are 
ordinarily treated ae, Confidential document-s and even if they had not l>een 1 
would not have giVCtt the answer. 

Reeling of vokaiatnamt eiong with apiiltoction for oopite of khatiigi, oto.» 
from Collootofoti. 

•20. Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED OHDWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleaaed to state — 

(a) whether there was a practice before 1943, to file vokalatnama or 
mukteamama along with the application for copies ol kbatians and 
other papers from &e CoUectorate, Chittagong, and other districts ; 
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' \o} lue reasoiA why the vokalatiiama or muktearnama is beiag called for 

now along with such application; 

(c) whether he is aware of the preliminary enquiry that is being made 
for iwcertaining the interest of the person applying for copy of 
khatians ; 

{d) whether there was any such practice formerly; 

(e) whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware of the difficulty and hard- 
ship done to the public by the introduction of the new practice of 
filing vokalatnama or muktearnama; 

(/) whether the new practice has been enforced under the Government 
circular or under the order of the Officer in charge of the Copying 
Department ; 

(g) whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware of ihe protest made by the 

public as well as l>y the District Bar Association of Chittagong; 
and 

(h) whether the Government contemplate to stop the new^ practice of 

demanding vokalatnama or muktearnama and aforesaid enquiry* in 
order to save the public from unnecessaiy troubles and harassment 
and delay P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; {a) and ig) No. 

(/j) No vokalatnama or muktearnama is being called for now. 

(c) and {d) An applicant is called upon to prove his interest only in 
special cases when the hona fide of the applicant is doubted. 

(^)i (/) tind (/i) Do not arise 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether 
generally any vakalatnama is necessary for taking certified copies of khatians 
and other papers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERUEA: I have already stated 
that no val'alatnavui is demanded. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI; Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state 
whether any vakalatnairM is necessary for proving one’s interest? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes, if there is any 
dispute. 

Mr. SHAHE'DALI. Does the Hon’ble Minister know that vakalatnavia 
is necessary only for identification of the applicant’s interest? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Requisition of Md. Jan Muslim High 8ohool buildings. 

*21. Mr. GIA8UDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department l>e pleased to state whether he is aware — 

(а) that the Md. Jan Muslim High School, situated at 9B, Balai Dutt 

Street, is the only Moslem institution in the locality with its own 
building and imparting free education ; 

(б) that the said building was requisitioned by Government under order 

No. 12458/ P-88 of 10th November, 1944; 

(c) that the school premised^at 9B, Balai Dutt Street, were vacated on 

the 11th November, 1944, and handed over to representatives of 
Government on the 13th November, 1944; 

(d) that the building is still lying unoccupied ; 

(e) that the Superintending Engineer, ^stem Aviation Circle No. IV, 

Calcutta, for whose office the building was at first requisitioned 
has ainoe found better quarters elsewhere ; 
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(/) that the school huildiog^ is now proposed to used for 

Coal Department ; ^ 

iff) that a memorial sig^ned by five thousand respectable gentleinen of 
the locality was presented to His Excellency the Governor of 
Bengal asking the Governor to alter the decision of the Reiiuisi- 
tion Board ; 

(h) that an interview with His ^eellency the Governor was sought to 

make personal representations to him in the matter; 

(i) that such interview was refused ; and 

(j) whether he proposes to release the school building in coder to permit 

the normal functioning of a very useful Muslim educationcU 
institution in Calcutta? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: (a) No. There is 
another school in the neighlKiurhiKid for Muslim Ikjvs, imi>arting ti*ee 
education. 

(b) and (c) Yes. 

(d) to (/) The building was requisitioned for the Government of India 
for use as offices, and handed over to the Oentrul Public Works Department. 
I have no information as to the actual use being made of the building. It 
may be vacant temporarily. 

ig) to (i) I have no infomiation on these points. 

(;) Since the building has l>een requisitioned for the Government of India, 
it cannot be released without the consent of the latter. In view of the 
demand from Central Government Deiwrtments for offii'e acc'ommoclation in 
Calcutta, it is extremely doubtful whether this consent will be forthcoming. 

Reconstitution of the Dinajpur District Board. 

•22. Miss MIRA OUTTA GUPTA: (a) Will the Hoirble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(/) when the District Hoard of Dinajpur was last constituted after the 
members had biH;n elected and nominated ; 

(//) what is the statutory period ol life for a District Hoard in the 
Province ; 

{ 111 ) whether the District Board of Dinajpur has passed the statutory 
period of life; and 
(ir) if so, when? 

(b) If the reply to (ni) i.s in the aftirmative, will the Hon'hle Minister 
be pleased to state why fresh election has not lieen arranged or declarcjd yet? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’bie Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) (0 In August, 1939. 

(ii) Five years. 

(m) Yes. 

(ir) In August, 1944. 

(b) The local hoards in the district of Dinajpur were abolished with effect 
from the 16th January, 1944. The next general election of the district 
board will be held under Rules for Direct Election to IRstrict Boards, after 
the district is divided into territorial coustituencues under rule 2 of the said 
rules. The (’ommissinner of the Kajshahi Division has been requested to 
formu4te a scheme for the delimitaiion of constituencies of the Di.strict 
Board of Dinajpur and to submit the same to Goverument at an early date, 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the IT on’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the Commissioner of the Rajshahi Division was requested to 
formulate a scheme for the delimitation of constituencies? 

5 
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4;?^Khai|tahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I cannot give the exact date. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why no action was taken from before the statutory period expired 
for the delimitation of constituencies? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD^ There is no question of the 
statutory period having expired. But as soon as the District Board decided 
to abolish the local boards Government acce])ted the recommendation of the 
District Board and thereby abolished the local boards. Thereafter arose 
the questions of election and delimitation of constituencies. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Has the Commissioner submitted any 
scheme to Government for the delimitation of constituencjps? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD* Yes. The Commissioner is in 
correspondence and some preliminaries have to be undertfiken and they are 
under examination of Government. 

Mr, NI8HITHA MATH KUNDU: When does the Hon'ble Minister 
expect to hold the elections under the new rules? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: As soon as the question of 
delimitation is decided Government will take up the question of elections 
there. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give us some idea when Government expect to hold the elections? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I cannot give the actual date. It 
will take one year or more. 

Mr. Ni8HITHA NATH KUNDU; One year from now? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes 

Vagrants Homes at Mahalandi in the district of Murshidabad. 

•28. Mr. ROGERS HAYWOOD; (n) Will the Hon'ble Minister i.n 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
pleased to state if it is a fact that — 

(i) a site for the construction of Homes for the accommodation of 
approximately 5,0(K) beggars was secured by Government at 
Mahalandi, Murshidabad district, in August, 1942; 

{it) staff consisting of a controller and six managers with appro- 
priate clerical and menial staff was appointed for the management 
of the Homes in 1942; and 

(in) in reply to starred question No. 44 of 19th February, 1943, the 
then Hon’ble Minister for Public Health and Local Self-Govern- 
ment statoil that the Homes would be completed and ready for 
occupation by the end of May, 1943 ? 

a Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Homes at 
andi are now completed and ready for occupation ? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(i) what are the reasons forHhe delay ; 

(u) when it is expected that the HomevS will be completed and ready for 
occupation; and 

(in) what work is being done by the controller and six managers appoint- 
ed to manage tne Homes? 
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(d) If the Homee have been completed will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps have been taken to remove beggars in Oaloutta 
to the Homes in terms of the Bengal Vagrancy Act, 1943? 


Khali Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’blo Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi JalaliuMin Ahmad); (o) Yes. 

(6) No. 


(c) (i) Difficulties in obtaining building materials and shortage of Engi- 
neering staff for effective supervision of contractors. 

(ii) I cannot forecast any definite date. Attempt is being made to com- 
plete it as soon as possible. 

(u'l) They are administering the two Homes in Calcutta which have been 
opened from August, 11)43, to Octol^er, 1944. and have prepared a third which 
has just l>een opened. 

{d) Two thousand four hundred and sixty-eight persons have been 
arrested and declared as vagrants and have been detained. Of these, 899 
have died (mostly in the closing months of 1943), 284 have h(‘en repatriated 
and 335 have been discharged. The number at present in detention is 960. 


Dr* NALINAKBHA SANYALs TVill the Hon^hle Minister be i)lea.sed 
^o state what amount of money has already been s]H*nt in the construction 
or equipment of Vagrants Homes at Mahalandi? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I would ask for notice 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Ministci ])e jileased 
to state what the Controller of Vagrancy did between February, 1942, when 
he was ap|)ointed and August, 1943, when he was given charge of the 
Calcutta Homes? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: He had to recruit suitable officers, 
make the apjmintments and had to draw up schemes for housing these 
vagrants. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to Ntat(‘ if it is a fact that the construction of these Vagrants Hr>mcs was 
decided upon as an emergent measure to be carried out with the greatest 
expedition by the then (lovernment? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes 

Mr. ROGERS HAYWOOD: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to 
state whether in view" of his answer (</), namely that about 9tK) deaths took 
place the words “Vagrants Homes’’ are perhajis a misnomer? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 could not follow the honourable 
member. Does he mean to say that the vagunts will not die? 

Mr. ROGERS HAYWOOD: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to 
enlighten the House as to why so many of these poor men, 900 in number, 
having been taken to the Homes so easily died and to state whether they were 
given any food while under detention there? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: When they were taken there 
their condition of health wa.s so bad that it was only natural that some of 
them w’ould die. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that the construction of these 
Vagrants Homes was decided upon and a contractor was chosen not by the 
Department of Communications and Works but by the Secretary oif the 
Public Health and T/tcal Self-Government Department of Govemraent? 

. Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Tea. 
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Dr. MALINAIC8HA SANYALt Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any tender was invited in regard to the construction of these 
Homes and whether in those tenders any specific date was given for 
completion P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No tender was called for ^e 
work as a whole because the work was being done under the direct supervision 
of the department but for materials tenders were called. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that six firms were entrusted with the work as con- 
tractors for the job by the Secretary of the Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment who himself selected the tenderers and who himself arranged the 
separate blocks for which each tenderer or contractor would have to work? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHNIAD: The Secretary had nothing to do 
directly but the Controller was put in charge of the work under the direct 
supervision of the District Engineer of Murshidabad. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Is it a fact that after completion of the 
Vagrants Homes and after the officers were actually placed there for taking 
charge and after a few vagrants were actually lodged therein, the Engineer- 
ing Department of the Government of Bengal inspected the buildings and 
repoi^ted that those buildings were quite unsuitable and would collapse any 
moment and that therefore they had to be demolished at Government cost to 
be rebuilt again? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the present position of the Vagrants Homes? Are they still 
standing? Were they completed at any stage or not? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The (‘oii'^tnKqiou bus not yet 

been completed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ^ble Minister be pleased 
to state what portion of the construction remains unfinished? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I cannot give you the details. 
Tt requires the opinion of the expert Engineering staff to tell you what parts 
remain unfinished. 

Mr, A, F. 8TARK: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he 
is aware fhat in February, 194tS. the then Minister for T^m^uI Self-Govern- 
ment stated that the necessary building materials had been obtained and that 
the Homes wmuld be completed and ready for oi'cupation hv the end of 
Ma.\. 1943? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Every step was taken to expedite 
the construction but nothing could he done for want of suitable 8U])ervising 
authority for the work and due to the abnormal conditions now prevailing 
and also w^aut of materials at the site. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to explain, in 
view of the fact that the construction of these Homes has been going on 
since August, 1942, what work is exactly being done at these camps to com- 
plete them at present? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The Department originally asked 
the Communications and Works Department to take up the work but as that 
department was then engaged in more important worKs they expressed their 
inability to take up the work immediately. Hence the department had to 
undertake the work and decided to get the work done under the supervision 
of the District Engineer of Murshidabad. But after proceeding for seme 
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time it was found that the work was not froinfr on satisfactorily. Then 
Government referred the matter to. the Communications and Works Depart- 
ment for the transfer of the work directly under the supervision of the 
Communications and Works Department, and for this some preliminaries 
have had to be gone into. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state if it is 
to be understood that nothing at all has been done to complete these camps P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The work has been suspended 
because, as I have already said, some preliminaries have to be finished 
whereby the Communications and Works Department can step in and take up 
the work. 

Mr, A. F. STARK; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when 
the money for the construction of these camps was voted by this House P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mr. ROGERS HAYWOOD: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether in view of the high death rate which is over a third of those 
who had been admitted in the camps he will inform the House whether 
there is any qualified medical ofiEicer at these local hospitals in Calcutta to 
examine them? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, there are some medical 
officers. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that more than two lakhs of rupees wore actually spent 
in the supposed construction of the Vagrant Homes at Mahalandi and it 
was the rei)ort of the Engineering Department of the Communications and 
Works Def)artraent that another lakh of rupees would he re<|uired to 
demolif-h the construction and make the place suitable for further 
reconstruction P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I am not aware of any such report 
that construction had to be demolished. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that parts 
of the buildings were actually completed and occupied by the officers aud 
staff and such parts of the buildings have since been partially demolished? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I am not aware. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
portion of the building materials, after the demolition had taken place, 
has been sold by certain officer.s and that report has been made against 
them but no action has lieen taken? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: My friend speaks of demolition: 

I am not aware of that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR IfANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
there was a report that building materials were sold by the persons who 
w'ere there in charge and that no action has been taken against anybody? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No, Sir 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister ho 
pleased to consider the desirability of sending an urgent despatch U> the 
locil authority for ascertaining as to whether the demolition actually took 
place 01 not ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIH AHMAD: If any such definite charge is 
made against any particular officer, of course Government will look into that. 
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Mfi SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALs Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state if a definite information is ^ven by a definite member of the 
Assembly that demolition did take place for a certain period and that there 
is a definite report against a definite officer that definite materials were sold 
■by hifii and that definitely no action had been taken, what action Govern- 
ment propose to take in the matter? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARKS Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state if in 
view of the unsatisfactory position disclosed by his replies he will investigate 
into the matter and make a full statement in the House on the present 
position of the Homes? 

Khwi 8fihib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD s Yes, Sir, Government will make a 
statement. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state what action Government proposes to take against Mr, Holland, Secre- 
tary ol the Local Self-Government Department, who went out of his way to 
select contractors in such a manner that such a debacle has happened? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHjMAD: No. he was not responsible for 
selecting contractors. Circumstances compelled the Department to under- 
take the work. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who selected the contractors? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Controller of Vagrancy 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to make further eiu|uiry into the matter and find out whether his statement 
is correct? 

Mr, SPEAKER: N(», that is all right. 

Appointment of Controller of Vagrancy, Bengal. 

*24. Mr. 8. A. SALIM: (a) AVill the llon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government (Civil Defence) Department 
be rdea.sed to state whether it is a fact that the present Controller of Vagrancy 
under the Government of Bengal, is a retired Government servant? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister 1 h' jdeased to state for how many 
years he has l)een api>ointed to the {X)st and when his present tenn of office 
will expire? 

(c) Is it a fa(;t (hat the present Controller of Vagrancy, due to his 
advanced age, is not able to do as much work as is necessary for the interest 
and development of the new de}>artmeut? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of appointing a 
person having ability and experience in (be line as the Controller of Vag- 
rancy for this new department at the end of the term of the present 
incumbent ? 

{e) la it under the contemplation of the Government to api>oiut a Muslim 
to the post of the Controller of Vagrancy after the expirj' of the present 
term P 

Khan 8ihib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi ilalaluddin Ahmad: (a) Yes, 

(6) The post is being retained on a year to year basis along with ite 
ordinal incumbent. The present term is due to expire on 28.th February, 
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(c) No. 

(<I) and (e) These will be considered at the time of making the appoint- 
ment. 

Deaths in Rangpur cNstriet from starvation and other diseases and 
prophylactic and curative measures taken by Covemment. 

^ Mr. AHMED H08SAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in oharM 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government (Medical) Department he 
pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing subdivision by sulnlivision 
in the district of Kangpur from March, 1943, to date the number of persons 
that died of — 

(i) starvation, 

(n) cholera, 

(til) dysentery. 

{iv) smallpox, 

(r) malaria, and 
(vi) nagasore? 

ib) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state what timely prophylactic 
and curative measures were taken by the Government and the local bodies to 
combat the epidemic diseases mentioned under (fl)? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad); (a) {u) to (v) A statement is laid on 
the Library Table 

(/) and in) Figures of deaths from starvation and nagasore are not avail- 
able as there is no column in the statutorily prescribed register for recording 
such deaths. 

(h) Statements showing measures taken by the Government and the local 
bodies of Rangpur distri(‘t to combat the epidemic diseases are laid on the 
Library Table. 

Attendance of Subdivisional Officer, Tangail, at court. 

•26. Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL; Will the HoiFble Minister in 
<‘harge ot the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(rM how many days per month the present Sulwlivisional Officer, Tangail, 
has attended the court regularly from 1943 March to 1944 
October ; 

(b) how many judgments he delivers ever>' week; and 

(c) what are the records of disjwHal of cases by his immediate predecessor 

per week ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 

Sir Nazimuddin); (< 7 ) Eight days in the average, the total number of days 
during the period being 164 days. 

(6) Ten judgments in the average, the total number of cases disposed of 
during the period being 2'W) though this w^as the period during which the 
officer had to deal witli Food (Vnsus drive, Red (Voss weeks, Famine relief 
operations including Test Relief work, Agricultural loan distribution, 
Gratuitous relief, Gruel kitchens, Famine Relief Hospitals, Quinine distri- 
bution centres, etc., without any additional officers deputed for the purposes. 
(c) Twelve. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (a) in view 
of the fact that the Subdivisional Officer could not attend for more than 
eight days in a month, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
action was taken to prevent the* litigants from being harassed for the cases 
£xed on other days being postponed from time to time? 
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Khait Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; There were not many postponements 
but some unavoidable posti^onements had to be made, but it must be 
rerneiul)ered that during that time the Subdivisional Officer had to under- 
take a lot of touring for the purpose of giving relief and for the purpose of 
anti-boarding drive and test relief wdrks. 

Mfg NIBHITHA NATH KUNDUs Does the Hon’ble Minister know that 
besides taking up criminal matters the Subdivisional Officers have to hear 
appeals from Debt Settlement Board cases and also petitions regardini? Rent 
Control Ordinance P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr* NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know that 
there is time-limit fixed for disposal of rent control orders? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I do not know about it. 

Mr* NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Subdivisional Officer did not sit for 22 days in a month the 
rent control order petitions and these Debt Settlement Board appeals had to 
be postponed from time to time and these rent control order petitions lould 
not be heard within the time-limit prescribed? 

Mr. BREAKER: I disallow it. It is a hypothetical question. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: No, Sir. May I make a submission. 
It is not hypothetical. He is not sitting for 22 days. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMIMED ALI: Not at a stretch. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether within these eight days’ sitting he could dispose of all the 
appeals relating to Debt vSettlement Board cases and all the Rent Control 
Order petitions? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That again is a question of opinion. 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE; I.s the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fact that in view of the fact that the Subdivisional Officer was engaged other- 
wise some of the cases of the Debt Settlement Board lapsed and people have 
been put tc difficulty? 

Khfln Bnhfldur MDHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, that is not correct. 

Mr. SABANKA BEKHAR SANYAL: In view of the admitted fact that 
the Subdivisional Officers have got to do vicarious work, will the Hon’ble 
Minister consider the desirability of advising Government to give instruc- 
tions to Subdivisional Officers not to take up those cases which may be taken 
up by other Magistrates and of further advising the Government that those 
matters which are exclusively triable by the Subdivisional Officers should be 
made available to other Magistrates or Judges? 

Khin Bihftltur MOHAMMED ALI: That is done by Government. In 
some subdivisions there are Additional Subdivisional Officers and in some 
, places other officers are authorised by Government to do that work, but I 
must draw the attention of the honourable member that this relates to a 
period when a good deal of Test Relief work and Famine Relief work had to 
be undertaken by these offioersj^ 

Mr. SABANKA BEKHAR BANYAL: Why no arrangements were made 
in this subdivision regard being had to the fact that the Subdivisional Officer 
could not be available except for special purpose? 

KIumi BtlMMllir MOHAMMED ALI: This extra burden on the Subdivi- 
•ional Officer was put during the famine period and the question refers to 
that period. 
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Mfa 8ASAMKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Was this pressure unforeseen or 
the Govemnient was aware that the pressure was in existence? 

KhMI Bshadtir MOHAMMED ALIs The pressure was to some extent 
unforeseen. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What were the factors for this 
unforeseen character of this pressure? 

Mr. SPEAKER; That is ^oing* too far into details. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government consider the desirability of investing* 
the Jiawyer-Magistrates with these special powers of rent control and Debt 
Settlement Boards which have been referred to by Mr. Nishitha Nath Rundu 
in his question ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I cannot make any definite answer 
to that question of Government policy flow. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the DonTde Ministor be pleased 
to state if any Additional Subdivisional Officer has been appointed in this 
subdivision wliich is in area and population equal to Pabna district? 

Kh&n Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No Additional Subdivisional Officer 
has been appointed for this subdivision. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the hardship of the litigant 
public and their lawyers, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to 
delegate these powers immediately to other Magistrates or Lawyer-Magis- 
trates for dealing with Debt Settlement Board appeals and Rent Control 
Order petitions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMiMED ALI: Again I would draw the atUmtion 
of the honourable member to the fact that it relates to a period when Bengal 
was in the grip of famine and I refer the honourable member to my reply 
to {h) that the Subdivisional Officer had to take up w’ork in c’onnection with 
Test Relief work, Agricultural Loan, Gratuitous relief, Gruel kitchens and 
Famine Relief Hospitals. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
the Heuse whether the Subdivisional Officer of Tangail is relieved now* of 
all other work exce])t the work as Subdivisional Officer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir; but the pressure in connec- 
tion wdth all these works regarding Gruel kitchens, Famine Rcdiel Hospitals 
and Te. t Relief work is not so great now. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is still so busy that he cannot attend his court projjerly, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Subdivisional Officers are generally 
!>usy. 

Bus aoaident on the Berhamporo-Kaladanga route in Murshidabad district. 

•27.* Mr. SYED BADRUDOUJA: U) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state w'hetber any accident 
took pla<*e in respect of a bus plying between Berhampore and Kaladanga in 
the district of Murshidabad oii 20th OctoW, 1944 last or thereabouts 
resulting in the death of a passerby? 

(b) If the answer to (o) is, in the aflinnative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what action Government propose to take in the matter? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(z) whether any action was taken by the District Magistrate in the 
matter; and 

Hi) if not, why not? 

{d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether his attention has been drawn to similar accidents in respect 
of the buses of the same company in December, 1943, and April > 
1944; and 

(it) what action, if any, had l>een taken against the proprietor by 
the District Magistrate? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability — 

(i) of cancelling the licence of the said proprietor ; and 

(ii) of making some other arrangements for this bus service with other 

company or companies? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’blo Khwaja 
Sir Naiimuddin): {a) Tes. 

(6) and (c) (i) No. 

(c) (i) Yes: A case was instituted under section 304A, Indian Penal Code, 
and after proper investigation supervised by the Superintendent ot Police 
himself, it was found that the accident had been caused by the rash move- 
ments of the puHsersby. The driver took all possible precautions to avoid the 
accident, 

(//') and (e) (ii) Do not arise. 

(d) ({) Accidents did occur in those months. 

(//) No action was taken against the proprietor as he was not to blame 

Mr. BA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’blc Minister aware 
that even during the lust ten days another death has t.aken place in the same 
Lin»'? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the vehicles whi(’h are used in this line us in other lines have gone out of 
order and that is one of the reasons why such a(‘cidents take place because 
the drivers cannot play the brake? 

Khcn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir; in so far us these two cases 
rcfeired to hy the honourahle member putting the question are (’oncerned, 
they wei«' not due to any defect in the motor vehicles. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Has the Hondde Minister any 
report in his possession showing that the vehicles were examined and that 
they were found to be in order? 

Khw Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Y es, I have got the rejwrt in my 
possession . 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that an application 
was sent to the District Magistratip stating that the police were siding with 
the bus owner and that pro{)er examination of the vehicles was not made 
and that the District Magistrate wanted the Superintendent of Police to 
make a personal examination of the vehicles and that was nut done? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No; that is not corerct. I have the 
report of tbe Superintendent of Police with me in the file. The Superin- 
tendent of Police himself tested the bus and found that there was no defect. 
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Mr* 8A8ANK1A 8EKHAR SANYALs Who is the Superintendent of 
Police? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. J^ewis. 

Mr# 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the Superintendent of Police examined this yehicle at least ten days after 
the accident had taken place? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He examined the bus on the ^‘Ird 
May, 1944. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What was the date of the accident? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMIMED ALI: In April 1944. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: So the difference between the date 
of the accident and the date of examination by Superintendent of Police is 
at leaiit more than a month ! 

Mr, BREAKER: You cannot argue like that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased t > state what was the report of the District MagistruU' in this matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T ask for notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the police investigation of this accident which was on the 2(Hh Octol)er 
was completed within 24 hours? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: My information is that the date of 
a<’('i(]ent ^^ils at Ul dO hours on 22nd October, at village Fulberia. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: And the investigation was com- 
pleted with indecent haste, i e., within 24 hours of the accident ! 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know when the investigation 
was (■oi]i])lt‘te(] 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it not a fact that some of the 
passengers sent a written application to the District Magistrate offering 
their oun evidence in order to prove that there was negligence on the part 
of the bus driver and that evidence was not taken on the ground that the 
invest igai ion had Wen completed and final report given? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, I have no such information. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it not a fact that the accident 
related t(» tw’o women, one of wliom was dt‘ad and the other surviv(*d and is 
it not a fact that the surviving woman was examined on the place of accident 
and that she gave one statement and that suhseciuently another statement waa 
obtained from her by payment of money in the presence of a police officer? 
These are matters of record. 

Khin Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. My informat ion is that the accident 
took place on the 22nd October on the Berhampore-Kaladanga route near 
Fulberbi village 9 mile.s east of Berhampore where an old woman was 
knocked down and the police in.stituted a case under section 304A, 
and after proper investigation which was supervised by the Superintendent 
of Poli'c himself it was found that the pedestrian herself was resf>onsible 
for the accident and that there were many respectable people who testified 
to the fact that the driver was not at all responsible. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that the two women were waiting on the roadside? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You are giving information. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: No, Sir. I am eliciting informat- 
tion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please put your (Question properly. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon^ble Minister aware that 
whvu these two women were waiting on the roadside and one of them was 
with fever 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not relevant. 

Mr. SA8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hon 'hie Minister aware 
there is a written information on record which was sent to the District Magis- 
trate some of the passengers saying that the two women w’^ere waiting on 
the roadsidi* and the driver who obtained a licence only recently bungled 
in the matter and he ran over one of the women who died on the spot and 
on the roadside and not in the middle of the road? 

Khsn Bahfldlir MOHAMMiED ALI: No, Sir. The information of Govern- 
ment is that the accident was caused by the negligence on the part of the 
passerby herself and several respectable persons who w'ere travelling in the 
same bus have testified to the fact that the bus driver was not at all res]>on- 
sible and was not negligent in any way, 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased t(; state w’hat was the nature of information regarding the negligence 
of the dead woman? 

Khftll BAhAdur MOHAMMED ALI; She suddenly came in front of the 
bus. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that there is information on record given by respectable persons including 
members of the District Board who have definitely stated in writing that 
tliese women were waiting on the roadside? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that in the cora|)laint8 the allegations were that 
these tw<) women were waiting on the roadside, one was with fever, and 
wljile waiting w'aa run over by the bus? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That was the very question put by Mr. Sanyal. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I want to know whether there w^as any 
allegation to that effect. 

Khan Baha^r MOHAMMED ALI: I have no information as to what was 
the allegation in the original petition of complaint. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the further fact that there was a written report to the District Magistrate 
that the Superintendent of Police’s opinion should not be accepted because 
he habitually gets his own old car repaired by the owner of this Bua 
Service? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You ought to have asked first if there was any renort 
like that. ‘ ^ 

SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister further 
aware that at a meeting of the District Transj>ort, Authority this particular 
matter, namely, road accidents and deaths, came up for discussion and it • 
was the unanimous decision of ail the members official and non-offici^ 
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includm^ the District Ma^strate and Chairman of the Murshidabad 
Municipality who is a member of this House belonjfinff to the Gbvemment 
party ihat all these accidents were due to the fact that tkis owner was enjoy- 
ing a monopoly service and that another owner should be put, so that there 
might be healthy competition and the buses would be put in order P The 
only dissentient voice was that of the Superintendent of Police who did not 
come to the meeting but sent a written note that the number of deaths was 
not sufficient to justify a disturbance of the present state of things? 

Khan BAHADUR MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of the proceed- 
ings of the Regional Transport Authority meeting. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer just now given 
that he has not got the complaint in his possession, does the Hon’ble 
Minister think it desirable to look into the complaint itself and* find out 
what were the actual allegations and enquire into the matter? 

Khtn Bahitfiir MOHAMMED ALl! I have got the report of the District 
Magistrate, the Superintendent of Police and the Sub-Inspector of Police 
who conducted the investigation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the local Superintendent of Police and officials of 
the Police Department often use this owner’s Bus Service and taxis owmed 
by him (Mr. Sasanka SjutHAR Sanyal: Daily the Subdivisional Officer, 
Superintendent of Police and others use them) free of cost? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in view of the allegations made in the question, 
he would consider the desirability of forwarding these (juestions and answers 
to the District Magistrate for such opinion as he may offer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not necessary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ques^tion time is over. 

Adjoummant motion of Mr, Bibnath Banor|oe. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Before you proceed with the other 
business of today, may I draw your attention to the fact that Mr. Sih 
Nath Banerjee, an esteemed colleague of ours, sent an adjournment motion 
to you regarding the hunger-strike of Mr. Sachindra Nath Sen as a protest 
against the callousness on the part of Government in the matter of treatment 
of certain political prisoners who were suffering from tuberculosis : — 

Babu Aswini Kumar Gupta, 

Babu Sudhir Kumar Dutt, 

Babu Syamananda Sen, 

Babu I*arimal Dutt, 

Babu Bhupendra Rakhit Roy and 
Miss Kamala Das Gupta. 

May we know when, if at all, you gave your consent, how it was dealt with 
by your Department, when and how it was taken by the Department and 
how the matter now stands? 

Mr. BREAKER: I will look into the matter. 

(At this stage the Hou.se was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

{After adjoumwent.) 

General Discussion of the Budget. 

Dr, NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL; Sir, ihe Hon^bie Mr. Tulsi Ohandrs 
Goewami, our Minister in charge of Finance, has been true 4o his own 
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tradition in presenting the Bengal budget for 1945-46. As in his personal 
life, so also in his career as Finance Minister of the Province, he gives 
evidence of unabashed recklessness and prodigality, nnparallelled self- 
deception and self-complacence and unjMu^onable miscalculations and 
humbug. In less than two years of the regime of the present Ministry, 
Bengal has been laid prostrate under unprecedented burdens of man-made 
famine and natural calamity and the measures so far taken by Govemmenl 
have in most cases only added to the miseries of the people. Far from 
tackling the problems with an imaginative and comprehensive policy and 
foresight, such measures have led rather to a completion of the picture of 
desolation and helplessness. The budget for 1945-46 makes a dismal study 
and in spite of soaring figures in crores and crores instead of thousands to 
which we were ordiuanly used, cannot but leave a sad feeling of doom and 
dark da;||^8 ahead of Bengal not merely for the present generation but for 
generations to come. 

A study of the financial [Kjsition of the province from 1937-3« when the 
present legislature under the new Constitution began its functions to the 
budget of 1945-46 reveals that although the people were fleeced to contribute 
to revenue receipts as much as Its. 29 crores in the budget estimates of 
1945-46 and Its. 36 crores in the revised estimates of the current year from 
a total of only Rs. 13 crores in 1937-38 the revenue expenses were recklessly 
piovided for so as to leave a deficit in the revenue account only of Rs. 11,35 
lakhs in 1944-45 and Rs. 8,59 lakhs in 1945-46 as against a revenue .surplus 
of Rs. 1,18 lakhs in 1937-38. It also shows that by the end of 1945-40 
Bengal will get saddled with a total indebtedness of Rs. 106 crores exclusive 
of tbe obligations due to various deiwsits, with some problematic assets 
valued at little above Rs. 80 crores leaving a net uncovered debt of more 
than Its. 19 crores. Out of the al)ove total debt of Rs. 100 crores, the 
loans from the Central Government alone, apart from grants and subven- 
tions under various heads, will amount to nearly Its. 35J crores and the 
obligations for payment of interest alone on the debts will require in 1945-46 
more than Rs. 113-4 lakhs us compared with the credit earning of Rs. 7-4 
lakhs in 1937-38. The Hon’ble Finance Minister seeks to plead his help- 
lessness in view of the demand for the formidable sum of Its. 01 crores in 
three years 1943-44 to 1945-40 to meet the exj>enditure necessitated by 
war conditions and famine and its aftermath. But apart from a bald 
statement showing the loss on the purchase of food grains alone as reaching 
the apjmlling figure of Rs. 22j^ crore.s during the same period of three years, 
no attempt is made to explain how far this loss was foreseen and really 
could have been avoided. Nor is an honest endeavour made to show how 
much further loss has to l>e written off on account of deterioration in and 
damage caused to the stocks of foodgrains, salt, sugar, cloth and last buf 
not least of country boats valued presumably at cost at nearly R«. 86^ crores 
in the total and calculated as assets against the borrowings of the province. 
Heavy losses in valuable foodstuffs due to decomposition while in Govern- 
ment storage have been disclosed already and reports about the same 
constantly p(jur in. Losses on account of haphazard and illconceived methods 
of construction of country boats through a shameless policy of distribution 
of patronage and corruption are also not likely to be inconsiderable. If 
these are proiierly assessed and honestly owned up, the net uncovered 
amount of indebtedness of the province at the end of 1945-46 will not stand 
at any figure lower than Rs. 30 crores on a very modest calculation. It 
is idle to exj>ect that the Government of India will come to our aid in 
relieving our finances to any sub^Ttantial extent. In this view I was con- 
vinced at a conference that I had recently attended in New Delhi where I 
could know the mind of Sir Jeremy Raisman, the present Finance Member 
of the Government of India. 

" While the financial position of Bengal's exchequer remains so gloomy 
without tliit* slightest sign of any silver lining in the clouds, recklessness 
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and extravagance in the provision of funds, specially for meeting temporary 
and short-lived problems, know no limits to the utter neglect of many 
nation-building departments and beneficent long-standing and enduring 
projects. 

Thus, '"while on the background of increased revenuje receipts from 
Rs. 23-72 lakhs in 1943-44 to Rs. 28,79 lakhs in 194o-4G General Education 
and Co-operation get their allotments increased from Ra. 1,80 lakhs to 
Rs. 2,64 lakhs and from Rs. !()•(> lakhs to Rs. IJM lakhs only and civil 

works actually get a reduced provision of Rs. 1,28 lakhs from Rs. 1,39 

lakhs. General Administration obtains Rs. 2,20 lakhs in 1945-46 against 
Rs, 1,68 lakhs in 194^1-44 and R.s. 1,30 lakhs in 1937-38, Police is provided 

with Rs. 3,40 lakhs in 1945-4(> against R>. 3,02 lakhs in 1943-44 and 

Rs. 2,24 lakh.s only in 1937-38 and Extraordinary Charges in India com- 
prising (^ivil DefeiK'c, Civil Supplies and such other temporary departments 
accounts for Rs. 10,23 lakhs in 1945-46. Rs. 18,40 lakhs in 1944-45 and 
Rs. 6,04 lakhs in 1943-44. It is true that Agriculture, Medical, Irrigation, 
and I’ublic Health have received increa.sed attention more than in the past 
and larger provisions have been made, but an examination of the schemes, 
the dt'tails whereof Iiave not been revealed .so far, will only enable the 
Hou>e to judge how far tliese are likely really to be of any permanent 
benefit to the jjeople and h(»\\ tar they are merely of a transient character 
('alculated to stave off imiiKMliate difficulties. 

While dealing with the presentation of the Budget generally we cannot 
but too strongly condemn the tendency noticed during the last two to .three 
years to keep back from the legislature many projects involving large sums 
of money at a reasonably early stage and the practice of providing heavy 
amounts in the jKist-budget |)eriod in a year through ociministrative or 
exet'utive sanction only to be regularised either by appropriation within 
the grants or through a lielated presentation of a supplementary budget 
towards the end of the financial year, when the exi>ensea havc^ Wn already 
incurred. Such a procedure encroaches upon the very elementary rights 
of the Assembly to vote supidies and strikes at the very root of democratic 
and jutpular (Toverument. We cannot also help feeling unhappy over the 
changes in the form of the (hvil Estimates and ]>articularly of the Red 
Book in the name of paper economy particularly because the variations in 
the budget provisions compared to previous years as also the provisions in 
respect of the more imjKirtant items under each head are not shown in 
greater detail as was done formerly to assist the memliers. 

We also feel that Government have not lieen fair to the Assembly in 
calling upon us to examine the coming year's budget before disposing of 
,the supplementary budget for the current year. Government apjiear to 
move with the cart before the horse and take many things for granted. 
This would hardly be tolerated by any democratic legislature with some 
degree of self-respect. While introducing the current year's budget last 
year the Hnn'ble Mr. T. C. Goswami, with some sense of guilt still left 
in him at that time pleaded that in view of the extraordinary nature <if 
the demand.s made on the provincial finances he had often to ignore many 
canons of finance hitherto considered as sacred. Since then the present 
Ministry has shaken off all sense of shame and decency in the reckless 
handling of funds under the garb of dealing with emergent situation bnf 
really with a view to selfish ends of patronage and party politics. In these 
nefarious games the situation created through the war and the famine has 
become h^ndy and has opened out many new opix)rtunitie.s. 

It is an open secret that the bungling of the food situation was largely 
caused through an unholy attempt to distribute patronage on party con- 
eiderations. It is equally well known throughout the length and breadth 
of the province that in almost every sphere of governmental activity the 
present Ministry is impelled to take action only on party consideraiU^n or 
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for personal and party gains. A few weeks ago it was revealed through 
an answer to a question that all nominations to local bodies were subject 
to scrutiny by the Chief Whip of Government and it was reported in a 
section of the Press that even in the matter of appointments, postings and 
transfers in some of the departments of Gpvemment the sinister hand 
of the Chief Government Whip olays an important role. This corrupt 
practice has gone so far as to enfbolden the supporters of Government to 
defy law and indulge in anti-social activities with impunity and has pollut^ 
every section of the administration. The fair name of Bengal as a conse- 
quence has been totally darkened and Bengal Administration has become a 
b;ye-word for bribery, corruption and inehiciency in other parts of India. 
Time and a sense of decency do not permit me to cite some of the specific 
instances of governmental corrupt practice which I have got in my posses- 
sion but any one desirous of getting specific instances will, I am sure, be 
able, with a little intellipnce, to find some instances out if he watches 
the activities of the Civil Supplies Department in its various sections, 
particularly in the Textiles, Movements and Boat-Construction Sections as 
also in the Communications and Works Department. My friends might 
be feeling unhappy for my mentioning Bengal alone in this connection as 
encouraging corruption. Sir, while speaking in the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly I make a special plea for Bengal because 1 love my province 
most and I want Bengal and the Bengalees to stand up as an example for 
any other province. I have got in my i^ssession an instance in which 
one of the highest officers of the Government of India apjwars to have taken 
Jo corrupt practices. I have got a report that the Department of Civil 
Supplies of the Government of India contemplates the oi)eDing of certain 
mocfel shops for selling stationery goods at controlled prices. Several shops 
were under scrutiny and examination and then all of a sudden I got the 
reiKirt that the Controller-General of Civil Supplies, Government of India, 
one Mr. Desai, had selected a shop at 55, Canning Street, of the name of 
Messrs. (’. Shamabhai & Co., partners of which are Messrs. Shamabhai 
and ( 'hiinduliluii Patel which was eslablished in A])ril, and weie 

dealing in tea alone. I went there to see the nature of the shop and there 
was no stationery shop at all, and they said that they were going to open 
the stationery section of their tea shop from 1st March next. 1 invite 
the memliers of the Euroixjan party and others t«) go there and see the 
place afid satisfy themselves how Mr. Sobhan’s department is going to 
select or accept tbc selection of this shop as a model shop. This shop was 
selected by Mr. Desai evidently because Mr. Shamabhai comes from the 
same |irovince us Mr. Desai himself. It is not that I intend to invite the 
attention of honourable memliers to corruption in Bengal alone; there is 
corruption everywhere. But when I went to different parts of India evepr- 
where the talk was that we are corrupt and I want this House to nealise 
all that it means. I want every vsection of the House to see that the fair 
name of Bengal may be restored and re-established untarnishetl. The 
malpractices encouraged or connived at by the higher authorities have 
8i>oilt almost every section of the officials — high and low — and the greatest 
disaster that has happened to this province is the thorough breakdown of 
the moral backbone of the services and the Ministry. 


While Bengal is groaning under poverty, malnutrition, famine, and 
epidemics and while many a beneficent scheme had to he postponed and 
abandoned for want of funds or encouragement by Government the Ministry 
has sought to keep itself in jiower through a liberal pampering of the 
members of the Leglslature^ especially of the Government party members. 
T^ile officers under the Crown have been granted dearness allowances of 


10 per cent, to 16 per cent, only the Assembly and Council Members’ salaries 
and allowances have been sought to be enhanced by 33 j)er cent, and 25 
per cent, and that too with retro8j)ective effect. In addition to such emolu- 
a large number of Government’s supporters in the districts have 
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^en given various contracts either in .the construction of boats or in the 
distribution of cloth, yarn, salt, sugar and other essentials or in setting 
up so-called rehabilitation and relief centres whose accounts are hardly 
ever submitted proiierly or scrutinised. It is no wonder that these watch- 
dogs of public interests in their turn will wink at the all-India tours of 
the Moslem League members in the Ministerial high command at public 
expense or at the provision of a si>ecial residence for the Premier of Bengal 
shifting the Commissioner of the Presidency Division to a house reported 
to have been purchased by a stalwart of the Moslem League, even at vsuch 
a time when, apart from dire financial stringency, it is difiicult to secure 
even a bag of cement or a cubic toot of timber or a pound of steel for 
setting in order flood and cyclone affected rural schools and hospitals. 

To cover up all the sins of corruption and patronage and to boost the 
activities of the Ministerial coterie the Publicity Department of the Govern- 
ment has been reorganised last year involving the setting up of an elalnirate 
])ul)licity machinery, almost a parallel Government at enormous cost — 
six to nine lakhs of ru^iees per year — and this commitment has been made 
during the last post-budget period over the heads of the Ivegislature. lu 
addition to this measures have been and are being taken uj) to keep “big 
business”, particularly tlie Euio|H‘an interests, satisfied and undisturbed 
through unholy pacts regarding tlic maintenance of maximum prices of 
jute, liberal commission for wtuk done by big busine'^s us agents of Gt)v- 
einment without culling for tenders and without attempting to as(*ertain 
the lowest cost at wdiicii such work could be secunMl, ]K)st]»oning nalnmali- 
satioii of public utility couceins like electricity ami tramways ami last bui 
not the least by occusioiial apixiintments of non-otticial Luroiunin business- 
men to liold high oflices over the heads of ext>erienced and more dei>euduble 
ei.ii verxants or Indian mm-otlicials. Yet another eye-wash is the upiniiut- 
nient of so-called exjxu’ts — mainlv foreign — and the invariable (‘xtension 
of the services of all superaniuiated Euro|)eau officers. 

Im intK.ducing the Budget the llon’l>le Mr. Goswami has taken pride in 
securing the services of Mr. L. K, Elmhirst as our Agricultural Adviser. 
We congratulate him on this m hievement if the credit is really due to him, 
but 've aip yet to see how fur Mr. Klmhirst will be in u iKisition to give a 
new tuin to the course of events in the Government of Bengal. lie laughs 
bes( who laughs last. 

Similai pride has been taken in .securing the eo-ojHjration of Professor 
P. C. Mahalanobis in connection with the prefxirution of Croj) Statistics 
and setting up of the Provincial Statistical Bureau. I have great respect 
for the Indian Statistical Institute and I wish Government well in tlieir 
endeavour to secure the help of that iustitution in connection with statistical 
investigations. But I must here warn Government ajpiust too much 
0 ]>timi 8 m. May w^e know where the made-to-order statistics of rice produc- 
tion in Bengal which Professor Mahalanobis produced after securing a grant 
of about lis. 3 lakhs in 194d-44, now stands, on the basis of which Govern- 
ment declared suffii iency of food production in 1943-44 ? May I also enquire 
what has happened to the note prepared by the Statistician attached U) the 
Director of Givil Supplies' own office who criticized the note of Profes.soC 
Mahalanobis and pointed out that it was merely a paraphrase of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture's statistics, inxnestigations and results!'' Uave the 
Government obtained the details of procedure adopted in the collection of 
primary data through “random sampling" in course of that statistical 
enquiry and have they obtained the accounts? So far as those accounts 
are concerned, I have heard very unhappy reports about Pre^essor 
lanobis's affairs. I would ask Government to make proper invesUgati^ 
into the money banded over to him — bow be spends that amount, whether 
ally of his houses are being b\jilt out of the same or not. 

6 
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Pride has also been taken in the proposed Government Cattle-breeding 
Centre in the Nadia district. It is retried in this connection that in the 
tbanas of ('hakdaha and Haringhata in the Nadia district and Amdanga 
in tlip 24-Pargana8 district about 8 to 10 miles east of Kanchrapara, nearly 
40 villages are threatened with peremptory evacuation of the poor culti- 
vators and tenants, many of whom have been evacuees from the militarily 
acquired areas to the west and north of Kanchrapara. Before we can give 
our blessings to this proposed Cattle-breeding Station, we want to be 
convinced that no unnecessary hardship is ( uused to the poor cultivators 
and tenants of the area and that proper arrangements are made either to 
absorb them in the <;attle farming work or to get them settled in a suitable 
area outside the projwsed station on payment of adequate compensation. 
Let us not (‘reate more destitutes by governmental action in 1945. 

Another post-budget decision, namely, the appointmpt of the Bengal 
Administration Committee under the chairmanship of Sir Archibald Row- 
lands, involving an exi>enditure of more than a lakh of rui>ees already, has 
been trumi>ete(r as a great achievement. Here also I would ask the House 
to hold its opinion in patience for some time more. Such Committees have 
invariably been aj)pointed in the past mainly to strengthen the steel-frame 
on the eve of any constitutional advance and the questionnaire that this 
Committee has sent out to certain persons reveals the same mentality of 
how to strengthen the steel-frame and how to get them out of the liounds 
or interferance, as they allege, of the democratic Legislature and the 
Ministry. 

The clandestine alliance that the Iloii’ble Mr. (ioswami entered into 
with some desperate power-seekers in 1943 has had the first illicit issue of 
the famine under the tune of the European Hand party and such unholy 
(onnection can only further breed devastation, epidemics and debilitation. 
Mr. (loHwuiui and his colleagues have only to thank themselves for this 
achievenu'iit and no excuse in the name of war or unforeseen events will 
wijie oft' from tlieir hands the guilt of accenuiating, if not actually creating, 
the famine of 1943-44 that swept away more than 39 lakhs of our population. 
Posterity also will not spare, 1 hojie, the regime that is sadclling Bengal 
with burdens pf taxation and debts which will make it difticiiU, if noj 
impossible, for Bengal to win her rightful idace in India and the world. 

Bengal lies prostrate and her people arc calling out piteously for help. 
Thev badly need food and nourishment. Our motherhood and sisters are 
hardly able to get a piece of cloth to cover their shame. The children 
require milk and nutrition. The sick are crying for medicines. Epidemics, 
smallpox and cholera are now stalking the land. A new menace in the 
form of atrocities to the civil population by members of the military per- 
sonnel is fast developing unchecked. Men, women and children are 
dishonoured in their houses and streets and callously being run over by 
**8iiecial types of lorries** in the streets of Calcutta and suburbs and not 
being satisfied with all these, the Governor of Bengal has recently started 
a campaign to collect the young women of jthe province for an alleged wcjrk 
to relieve the military hands in certain offices under the organisation called 
W.A.C.(l). Sir, so far as we are aware, there is enough unemployment 
amongst young men in Bengal still and we cannot conceive of the special 
work the girls of Bengal can do that these boys would not be able to perform 
and why is it necessary to send out special invitations through Principals 
who do ‘not know that their nJfmes were associated to tea parties and dances 
and festivals to collect thead young girls together to convince them 
of the utility of joining this W.A.C.(I) movement. Surely the emolumenU 
that tn‘e proposed to be given to the girls and the very comfortable housing 
and other amenities that are proposed to be given would attract hundreds 
of young men still available and unemployee. If the work to be done 
is w such a nature as is proposed to be done, then I am sure women wuld 
be^tpamd and there are enough unemployed young men m Bengal stiU to.. 
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take up the job. Sir, presumably there is some other motive behind it 
whi^ I would not like to go into. The situation amounts to a great 
national calamity and calls for national handling. 

Sir, i would not like to detain the House longer. We find that in .the 
background we have got the flowers of our society beginning from our 
respected counti^man Sarat Chandra Bo.se and several other members of 
the Legislature and hundreds of workers still detained without trial. Civil 
liberties had been trampled and still ('ontinue to he trampled recklessly in 
variotiB parts of the province. Although Japan has been fairly well defeated 
and a large part of Burma has, as is alleged, been cleared of the Japanese 
menace, still these unfortunate members of our House and valuable members 
of society are rotting in jail. We demand that they he released forthwith. 
We further demand that the Government do make sincere and honest 
attempt to set up a national council for handling the problems of rehabili- 
tation and relief. We demand that the situation calls for an all-out effort 
to rebuild Bengal. I have been calling on every section, Sir, to join their 
hands together to buihl Bengal. 1 ap})eal to the House through you, Sir, 
that the atmosphere ni the Imdgct session he so created that we can work 
together with the common pur]K)se of building Bengal and of claiming for 
Bengal the rightful place that is hers. 

Mr. DH I REN DR A NATH SEN: Mr. S|x*aker. Sir, in presenting the 
budget for lD45-4() Bengal’s Finance Minister has aiieinpied to cheer up 
the drooping spirit of (K) millions of Bengalees who are weighed down under 
poverlv and hunger, misery and <legradution. The llon’ble Mr. T. 0. 
Gos>^ami was at one time a student at Oxford and must have, theroiore, 
a keen admiration for one of England’s ablest statesmen, Mr. Gladstone. 
It is said of Mr. Gladstone that he eould tune music into figures. The 
lion’ hie Mr. Goswami must have tried to emulate that distinguished states- 
man while presenting his budget before the Bengal T/egi.slature the other 
day. Perhaps he ha.> been a victim of his own delusion or of sedf-com- 
placencT. Being comtortably placed in the ministerial guddy lie could not 
perhaps realise that the picture as presented by liim meant a giim story 
that depresses the hearts of his follow countrymen. The revenue deficits 
have 1 ‘isen to staggering figures. In 194«l-44 the deficit exceeded Us. J 
Cl ores in spite of the subvention of an eijual amount from the (Vntre. In 
the (uirrent year the deficit is e.\i>ected to come nj> to Rs. 11 crores although 
tiie Government of India have made subvention of Us. 7 crores. The 
estimates for 1945-4(1 place this deficit at Ils. 8 crores. The Finance 
Minister could not however tell the House whether the Government of India 
would come to the aid of the province in the next year too. In the curjrent 
year the revised estimates show the revenue receipts at Rs. Jti crores, i.e., 
Rs. 14 crores higher than the budget figure. If the expenditure on account 
of the conditions arising out of the war and the famine, which amounts .to 
Rs. 29 crores, is taken out of the picture, the total expenditure on all other 
accounts comes up to Rs. 18 crort^s. In the next year if the expenditure 
on account of the abnormal condition.s of war and famine amounting to 
Ks 18 crores is not taken into account, the total normal budget would be 
something like Rs. 19 crores. The.se sums are practically IJ times the 
noi-mal budget of the province in pre-autonomy days. If is, therefore, 
only natural for the people to enquire whether while they are paying more 
taxes the Government are rendering service.s in a q'lnd pro qvo basis. The 
uncovereil debt position of the province is also Incoming increasingly 
serious inasmuch as the amount would stand at over Rs. 19 oixires at the 
end of 1945-46. These figures indicate a bleak and di-eary future for the 
province The picture is a grim one. The Finance Minister has no doubt 
attempted to link his leaky boat of finance with the plans of reconstruction 
and programme of lehabilitation so rosily drawn before the House. But 
in spite of bis attempts at em belli. sbments be could not hide the gnmness 
of the picture. In usual course the demands for grants will be made and 
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with a aub»ervieut legislature the Ministry will not have to encounter much 
^ificulty in getting them sanctioned. But does the smooth passage of the 
Budget ensure its quality? Does this signify that all is well with the 
people of the province and nothing is wrong with its finances? A dis- 
passionate and critical study of the Budget would however tell a different 
•tory. 

Even if it is assumed that there has been no jugglery in figures the 
amount of losses on the trading oi)erations of the (iovernment has been 
staggering. The original estimates provided for a loss of Rs. 3^ crores in 
1D4IM4 and of Rs. 5 crores in 1944-45, ?.c., a total of Rs. crores over 
the two years. But the present estimates place the total of such losses at 
nearly Rs. 17 crores for the same period, i.c., Rs. 8^ crores over and above 
the estimates originally made by the Government. When the Government 
made their original estimates they must have based their calculation on 
the b)ss(»s that would accrue as a result of the difference between their 
purchase prices and prices at which these goods were sold to the public. 
They must have ruatle out a schedule in advance. Their calculation also 
must have included a certain fiercentage on account of losses due to deterio- 
ration in stocks. Moreover, in the year 1948 when the famine w'as at its 
acuiest, theie had been causes for such b)sse.>. But in the year 1941 when 
even according t/o the Government there was no famine, and the Government 
bud got a grip over the entire foodgrains trade in the proviio ?, including 
their procurement at prices below the ceilings fixed by them and their sales 
to the imblic at certain fixed prices, the basis could not have far exceerled 
the estimated sum. The ceiling pri<*es 4it nee in 1944 ranged between 
Rs, 14 and Rs. Ki while the Government were actually able to jmrebase rice 
at about Rs. 12 in certain disiricts. At the same time the Goveriimeuti 
selling prices ranged lietween Us. 15 and Us. IG. It is, theretoro, not 
understandable how the Government could have incurred sucli huge losses 
unless these were occasioned by damaged stocks. Thus it will be seen that 
huge quantities of foodgrains hail to tie either destit>yed or sold .at very 
low prices for non-edible purtwses, resulting in a total los.s to the extent 
of Rs. 8J crores. In spite of repeated requests by the public and also the 
inomlKU’s of this House the Government have lieen maintaining a stolid, 
silence over information relating to the actual quantities of foodgrains that 
had to l)e destroyed or sold out as cattle food or fertiliser, due to deterio- 
ration in quality. Then figures would however suggest that something 
like 1 crore mauuds of foodgrains had had to lie thus disposed of by the 
Government iluring the last two years. This has been largely the lesult 
of go\eriim('ntul inefficiency and bungling in managing the affaiis. Nothing 
could Iw more deplorable than that so much of foodgrains were denied .to 
the people at a time when men in thousands were dying for want of a 
morsel of food. In the coining year the loss on an'ouiit of trading opera- 
tions of the Government has been placed at Rs. 5^ i rores. But 1 fail to 
uivderstuiid how such a loss could at all occur when the Government are 
purchasing rice at a price ranging between Us. 10 and Rs. 12 and selling 
vhe same to the jieople at over Rs. 14 or Rs. 16 thus retaining to themselves 
a clear margin of Us. 8 to Rs. 4 per maun d as gross profit. We have yet 
to know that the Government have been selling rice at anything like Rs. 8 
to Us. 10 per maund anywhere in the province, for the benefit of the poorer 
sections of the community. The reason for such a huge loss has therefore 
to W' sought elsewhere. Either the Government have carried forward the 
loss from fhe current year or they have not even now learnt by the bitter 
experience of the recent * past,* In a statement of indebtedness of the 
province appended to the speech of the Finance Minister, it has been shown 
the value of stocks of foodgrains other than wheat now standing at 
|U. 47 crores at the end of 1944-45 would mount up to over Rs. 64 crores 
at the end of the next year. This would happen in spite of the fact that 
.the Government stocks would fall in value as a result of further reduction 
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in sale prices in order to accelerate the offtake by the people and also to 
preTent deterioration throug^h long storage and to release suffioieut storaga 
sj^aces for the new crop. The Quantity in the hands of tbe Government 
would therefore be practically double than what they now possess. In recent 
months there has been an improvement in the war situation. The eastern 
theatre of war has been wushed far into the heart of Burma, It is quit® 
piobable that the war will terminate soon. The reconquest of Burma alim 
holds out the hope for an improved food situation. When we have left 
behind the dark days of 1943 and conditions are again tending tow'ardi 
normal, it i.M really surprising that the Government should have been acting 
in the opposite direction and is trying, so to sav, to move against tide. 
Instead of gradually restoring normal channels of trade, they are seeking 
to make further inroads into the trading activities of the people therel^ 
ousting them from their normal avocations. A time will surely arrive when 
the Government will have to face the problem of di8j)osul of suoh liuge 
stocks of food grain 8, and when the people will have little urge to buy from 
the Government stocks. It saddens one io think of the amount of losses 
wliicb the (if>veiiiiiient will incur at that stage — losses which are lM>und to 
throw the provincial finance into the melting pot of rack and ruin. 

Next to food, clothing is a basic necessity of life. The situation in 
resjiect of cloth suj)plv in Bengal is e(|uully bad like that of food. Just as 
there had been f(*Ovl laniiue in 1943, signs are not wanting that there will 
be a (lotli famine in the j>rovince in no time unless determined efforts aro 
made by the administration to improve the situation. That Bengal’s quota 
ol cotton cloth is hardly ade(| utile goes without saying. While provinces 
like Bombay and Punjab could persuade the Central Government to allocate 
their quotas on the ba.sis of a higher yardage of cotton cloth |)er head, the 
failure of the Bengal (iovernment to secure (^uota on an equivalent basis is 
only a reflection on their efliciency and earnestness. The system of distri- 
bution also leaves much to be desired. While many of the normal tradera 
in the textile husine.sH have been thrown overboard, the selection of untried 
bu.sinessnien for di.strihution can hardlv be regarded as a compliment to 
the (jovernment. W hether in (yalcuttn or in mufassal it is only with 
extieine difficulty that one can procure a pair of dhooti or mree now-a-days, 
and even that at a price niueli above the tex-marked retail price. Unless 
tilings are mended now, the cloth situation in the province is threatening 
to become scandalous like fotal famine of 1943. 

Mr. Ooswami has tried to bambooKle the puldic by making a flourish of 
his plan of reconstruction and programmes for rehabilitation. He has 
waxed elotpieut over the series of raea.siires that are being tried to be 
implemented by a hard working administrative machinery. He has said 
that the real Ixittleueck to the natiou>buildin^ activities is not finance buf 
tiained i)er8onneI. Gne of the reasons for this lack of staff not cnmfietent 
enough to tarn; on the work of administration in these difficult days is 
to be found in the methods of recruitment to Government services which 
are being used by the Ministry that be as an instrument of jmrtv i>olitics 
designed h) keep themselves intact in j>ower by distribution of patronage. 
It certainly ill behoves the Government now to lament over the lack of 
c(>in)>etent men. It has also been said that an enquiry committee with 
Sir Archibald Rowlands, the Finance Member Designate to the Governmenf 
of India, has l)een investigating with a view to renovate Bengal’s adminia- 
trutive machinery. Mr. Goswami has therefore exiiatiated the need for 
finding experts and more exjierts, mostly imiKirtcd staff. It is a wor 
compliment to the manhood of this province that the Governinent had to 
go as far as New Zealand to import an expert in dairy and poultry faming. 
But the conditions in Bengal vary so widely from those obtaining m 
countries from which these experts have been imported that it is extremely 
doubtful whether any useful ^result will materialise therefrom. 
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' We are not certain when this business of importing experts will stop 
and ,tbe real work of nation-building and rehabilitation will l^gin in right 
earnest. 

Although no new measure of taxation has been proposed, the Govern- 
ment are however considering possibilities of augmenting revenue by new 
imposts. We have been assured that Bengal’s complete ‘‘case” has been 
placed before the Central Government by the Finance Minister and His 
Excellency the Governor. The Government of India may share the trading 
losses with the Bengal Government or may give some doles for the rehabi- 
litation of this war-torn province. But to expect that the foundations of 
the Niemyer Award will be adjusted to ensure a more satisfactory settle- 
ment even in the midst of war is either to delude oneself or to hoodwink 
;the public. These are questions vitally affecting the Indian Constitution 
and are therefore not likely to be taken up now by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. This apart, it is immaterial to the House that the Finance Minister 
had the support of His Excellency the Governor in placing the case of the 
province before the Centre. He must not have dragged the sacred name 
of the Governor to prop up his own defence. But the Finance Minister 
has considered it necessary, f>erhap8 prudent, to keep back from the House 
the entire brief which he prepared on behalf of Bengal. Or, is it due to 
the fact that the Finance Minister has supplicated for an ej- gratia grant 
from the Centre? The House has the right to know the exchange of notes 
that has passed between the Bengal Government and the Government of 
India. 


The Finance Minister has prided that there has been no famine in 1944 
due to careful placing and the effective execution of the threefold pro- 
gramme of production, procurement and distribution of food. But whatever 
little achievement has been made, the credit can hardly be claimed by the 
Bengal Govenrment and should in all fairness go to the Centre. Even now 
the price of rice is three times more than what it bad been before the war. 
Even today there are thousands of families who live on the verge of star- 
vation. If the rise in the price of rice has )>een kej>t in check, those of 
vegetables and fish, milk and oils, have been skvrocketting to such levels as 
are l)eyond the reach of the common man “Grow More Food” campaign has 
helped to swell the Budget but how far it will .swell the actual supplies in 
the market still remains an unknown cpiantity. Even now men and women 
are dying in thousands for want of food. Diseases in epidemic form are 
raging throughout the provin<*e. Destitutes are roaming in thousands. 
Women are selling their honour for a morsel of food. There can be no 
iurer indictment of the failure of the Government to tackle the situation, 
especially as, when according to their own admission, the finance is not 
the Ixitileneck. I am, therefore, constrained to observe that even given 
the requisite trained jiersonnel, the present Ministry, deriving as they do 
their sustenance from cominunalism, cannot rise above petty and sectional 
considerations and shape their plan and policy on an appreciation of .the 
larger needs of the province. In an abnormal time like the present no 
Party Government can rise equal to the task and lead on the province in 
its upward march of progress. It is only a Ministry based on the willing 
support and co-0])eration of all the parties that the province sorely needs 
at tnis hour of her trials and tribulations. 


Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I shall make only a few observations 
and make some specific suggestions. Any student of economics would tell 
vau that “deficit budgets have infiaiionarv effects while surplus budgets 
kave defiationary effects”. According to all sound canons of public finanqe 
Iherefore delibenite and definite attempts should be made to have surplus 
budgets durinjr periods of infiation and deficit budgets during periods bV 
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defl»tion. The Bengal Government however is following just Ihe opposite 
pcuiOT. Rupees twenty-three crores of budget deficit during three years of 
innauon is more than a cruel joke, when we remember .that during these 
years there was a huge windfall increase in Bengal's revenue from various 
Murces— Central subventions, share of income-tai, excise, etc. Had .the 
Ooverament exjwnditure been well planned, prudent and on productive 
Imes there would never have been such huge deficits. In many directions 
there has been reckless expenditure. Much of the deficit in .the Civil 
Suiiplies and Communications and Works Departments is due. I say deli- 
herately, to dishonesty. In some departments what had bean essentiallY 
non-prcmuctive expenditure could have been easily converted into produotive 
expenditure if planned with a little more imag^ination and pulmc spirii. 
Ill the matter tif relief aiul rehabilitation, Congress workers who have 
followed the Gandhiun principle of “help through work*' have been able to 
show infinitely Utter results pr rape spnt than the Government «ub- 
sidised organisations which give so-called gratuitous relief. 

Next, I shall say something about the tax system. The tax system in 
Bengal is becoming progressively more and more regressive and the poor 
man has to hear a more than proportionate burden of taxes than the rich 
man Ihe employment and sales taxes are prticularly objectionable from 
this standjioint and should U removed now that the provincial receipts from 
ircome-tax have been increa.sed substantially. However, it is very unfor- 
tunaie that no serious attempt.^ have been made to squeeze the war profiteers 
nad grab-takers. Apart from taking vigorous steps to {lenahse these 
].ef»ple, Government .should serlou.sly consider in collaboration with the 
Central Government whether the time has not come to impose a capital 
levy on all war wealth. Our nation-building works con be satisfactorily 
rarried on only if such a levy is imi) 08 ed before war time inflation is over, 
j'or this j>ur[>oso and for the purpose of checking bribery and profiteering, 
Government should immediately start collecting information about ail forma 
of war wealth. A register should be kept of all big transactions in gold 
bullions and higher denominational currency notes and the latter should 
be required to he re-endorsed once every' year. In addition, the information 
collected by the police, Land Keveuue, Income-tax as well as Excise, 
Supjdy and Works Departments should be pooled together and utilised by 
a central organisation for the purpose of effective control. 

Having made these general observations, 1 will now come to some 
specific points referred to by the Hon’ hie Finance Minister. The Hon'ble 
Finance Mini.ster has given a formidable list of so-called achievements 
during his regime. First of all, he makes the bragging statement that the 
Government have been able to redeem their pledge, viz., ^ ‘there shall be 
no famine in 1944”. Facts however are to the contrary. If the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister will look up the figures supplied by Mr. Tyson, Secretary 
to the Governxpent of India, recently in tne Central Legislature about 
mortality, he will find that he (the Finance Minister) has made a wrong 
statement. From Mr. Tyson’s figures we find that the number of monthly 
deaths in 1944 was almost the same as in 1943. There may not have been 
many deaths from starvation directly but an unusually large number of 
deaths from diseases was primarily due to under-nourishment. There was 
famine in 1944 — I say that in spite of the Hon’ble Finance Minister's 
statement — and the complacence of the Hon’ble Finance Minister in this 
respect .is almost criminal. The Hon’ble Finance Minister next refers to 
the bottleneck of personnel to which reference has been made by my 
honourable friend Mr. D. N. Sen. In this connection may we ask what 
have the Government done in this respect to tap the indigenous sources? 
There are and were at that time many able men amon^t school teachers 
and college teachers whose servu'es could well be utilised in this direction. 
*He surely realises that this w^ork could have been done by them at much 
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less costs than has been done by the foreign machinery, and he must also 
admit that school teachers and college teachers being indigenous can be 
more easily acclainatised to the work than foreign experts imported from 
abroad. 

* Then he refers to the ''Grow More Food'' campaign. Well, we have 
referred to the subject on several occasions in the past and one (question 
that I would like U) put to the Hon’ble the Finance Minister is this: Do 
the (iovernnient imagine that food is grown in this country in urban areas 
by English knowing iieople? Otherwise, why are these foolish varieties 
of publicity carried on by them? Is anything being done to ensure that 
useful information really reaches the true tiller of the soil in an intelligible 
and attractive form? 

Referring to the huge loss of 22J crorcs on Civil Supplies account I feel 
tempted to say that the Civil Supplies Department has not the competence 
and honesty of even an ordinary' trader because in the appointment of 
officials nepotism has greater consideration lhan business efficiency. 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has referred to what he calls an industrial 
achievement in the province. May I ask what has been done for financing 
and developing cottage industries and for marketing their products? 
Nothing, I say, except anjKiinting a few officials who try to justify their 
existence by presenting already existing industries as their own creation. 

RefeiTing to Irrigation I should say that irrigation in Bengal is the 
worst in India; yet it is known that it is a work which improves not only 
agriculture but also communications and public health. Nothing is being 
done to renovate the canals and tanks in FaHtern Bengal. Much has been 
said about road planning but surely canal planning is no less im}x>rtaiit 
[than road planning. The Hon’ble Finance Minister has said nice things 
about the post-war planning. We know there has been a (“ominittee on 
Post-War Planning, but we do not know what are the achievements ot this 
Committee so far. But may I venture to suggest that in any Post-War 
Planning the main working lines should l>e towards decentralisation, rural 
development an<l cottage industrialisation. The main plank of work should 
be the development of rural conimunicaiion. provision of cheap electric 
power in rural arcus, improvement of agriculture and agricultural finance 
and marketing of agricultural products. The village school, I suggest, should 
be developed on sound lines and made the centre of rural development, 
cultural as well as economical. I would also suggest that a Public Accounts 
Committee, not of the ty{)e we have in this House but a Public Accounts 
Committee of experienced and expert auditors should be set up to examine 
lUioroughly Hie accounts of the Civil Supplies, and Communications and 
Works, and the list of all contractors of these two departments holding 
contracts worth more than Rs. 20,000 should be placed before the Assembly 
once every year showing therein the relationship — personal, business or 
otherwise— between these contractors and the gazetted officers of the depart- 
ments, the Ministers and the M.L.As. I also suggest that the employment 
tax should be removed. It has been said that compensation has been 
demanded from the Government of India under certain heads. May I sug- 
gest that compensation should be demanded from the Central Government 
not only on behalf of the Provincial Government but also on behalf of certain 
municipalities and district boards. The Dacca Municipality particularly 
should be given immediate financial assistance for wear and tear of roads, 
machineries, etc., caused by ^he militarj* activities. Something has been 
said about fertiliser. Why could not the Bengal Government get the 
fertiliser plant to be established near Raniganj coal fields instead of near 
Dhanbad ? 

Sir, I will not take more time of the House. It is up jto the Government 
to consider whether jtheae suggestions are worth giving eiffeci |o. 
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Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, what a wretched couditiou 
Bengal has been reduced to as the Budget for 1945-46 show^tj — ret eipts 
28,78,00,000 and expenditure 87,38,00,000. Last year our expenditure 
amounted to 47 crores of rupees nearly four times that of 1937. The burden 
of taxation falls heavily on the middle class working man. True, the rich 
pay Super Tax and Excess Profits Tax, but it is the people of this class 
who are responsible for all our trouble by under-paying the hungry raiffoU, 
(Hear, hearl). Again, the Finance Minister states that in three vears the 
Government suffered a loss of 221 crores of rupees in purchasing ric(‘. 
This is scandalous. (Shame, shame !) For, it means the disappearanc*' 
of shortage of 15 million maunds of rice at Rs. 15 ])er inaund for which 
the present Government should resign. (Hear, hear!) Fix responsibility, 
otheiwise it becomes a liability of the Jute Industry. As rice is our 
staple food and as jute has displaced paddy 1 wtmbl like 20 minutes to 
speak on this subject of vital public importance. 

This war with the loss of Burma has definitely sIiovmi us that Bengal 
cannot feed its people. Thousands and thousands have died in conse- 
quence. The masses have been reduced to such poverty that they are 
practically beggars. They could not even purchase their meagre fare 
when wheat products were imported from the iMinjab because the wage 
of millions of our people is reckoned at about on(‘ anna per day per man 
(shame, sharm*!). This astounding facd I shall prove. Tlie middle 
classes have found it a luadilcm to live, while ^ome of the rich have been 
in their element adding to their riches on the death struggles of the 
dying poor. (Hear, hear!) This war has done more; it bus levealed the 
fact that Ihuigal in growing jute was forced into a blind alley with 
regard to our foo^l supplies and the shortage of food has been the (‘uuse 
<d all our niisciy and woe, destitution, disease and death. (Hear, 
hear !) 

It is a well known axiom ‘‘Every aedion has a reaction" oi better 
Ntill as Emerson puts it “Every excefl.s 4*auseH a defiidt". To grow' jute 
and h(dd the world’s monojady, to defy competition in manufacduring 
hesMsian and gunny cloth as the cheapest wrapping and packing material 
in the world it is necessary t<i a(Mjuire over three million acres of good 
paddy lands. Feitile lands which could yield over 30 million maunds of 
rice and feed a jiopulation of 50 million human souls as Bengal is at 
present doing by rationing ami further, Sir, it is necessary that millions 
of our countrymen be kept in bondage on semi-starvation diet witli no 
food for livestock and poultry to supplement their earnings. Therfjue, 
Sir. their p(»sition is worse than that of slaves. The capitalists find it 
cheaper to hire lalwmr than to own it, because slaves have to be fed, 
clothed, housed and given medical attention, and all this cannot he done 
on one anna per day per capita. ((Vies of “hear, hear" from the Opposi- 
tion benches.) Therefore hy stratagem the men were hy degrees .■starved 
and compelled to surrender their fair paddy lands ff»r jute and so wc 
have lost the substance for the shadow. 

The plan of attack seems to have been as follows: first to dump me 
into Calcutta and to form a glut in the market, then to advan'c loouc^V 
to those in distress and next to fix terms demamling juf(* crops lasicud 
oi rice, with the result livestock and poultry could not survive and so 
the cottage industries of milk, yhee or butter, eggs, poultry and meat 
would be lost for ever and raitfatn ruined, and brought under subjection, 
no longer independent and free. 

The jute merchants need betwen three and four million acres of good 
paddy lands because they have to produce between 45/60 million maunds 
of jute. Otherwise countries like Java, Mesopotamia, Portuguese East 
Africa and Argentina where jute can be ctowd would come in to compete 
with them. But, Sir, never at our producing rates but at our export 
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rttae which often reach Rs. 24 to Rs. 30 per maund. Then to ward off 
£oret|^ competition, down comes the price of exported jute to about 
Bs. 12 to Rs. 15 per maund and who suffers — not the merchants but the 
poor Heiigal raiyats. (Cheers from the Opposition benches.) They are 
squeez( d and have to sell at cheaper grates. Their income of one anna 
per head was quite in order when Bengal had full and plenty of livestock 
and pfmltry and when cowries and the 12 pies to the anna had purchasing 
power. 

Mrs. Fay, an Anglo-Indian lady of Society, in 1780 stated that a 
whole sheep cost only two rupees. A lamb one rupee. 


Sir, in growing pat and not hhat a people once blessed with full and 
plenty in a most fertile land, a country so to say, flowing with milk and 
honey has been reduced to want and disease in a wilderness of jute which 
reminds us of Coleridge's “Rime of the Ancient Marine" instead of 
"Water, wafer everywhere, not a drop to drink" we have "pot, jHit every- 
where not a particle to eat." ("Hear, hear" from Opposition benches.) 


Sir, with paddy the people could keep their livestock and poultry 
and carry on a sort of cottage industry in milk, yhee or butter, eggti, 
poultry and meat and be a free and happy people. But, Sir, within the 
last hundred years, cmr paddy lands have been converted into jute lands. 
First it was gradual and hardly perceptibfe then by leaps and bounds and 
now when we wilness the climax we And at what a sacrifice, what a 
ruthless destruction to benefit a few. Rice was imported not only from 
Burma but also from Siam and Indo-t’hina, to supply Oylon, the Mid(ile 
East and Africa ami tliis acted as a deterrent to grow paddy. Then the 
rnoney-leiiding muhajau known as thugn in business for.^heir ruthlessness, 
as middlemen demanded jute instead of from raiyats they had 

tr«ppe«l and got into their clutches. What a tragedy for Bengal! It 
seems almost a ( rime to have reduced ignorant raiyats to sell their birth- 
right for u mess of pottage. In short what was the use t)f money, when 
there was little or no food available. It was not a fair exchange. There- 
fore it was wrong in the sight of God. But the people in hopes of better 
days now reduced to bondage had to com])ly with the task-master’s orders 
and acci'pt whatever j)ri('.es were fixed for their labours. The develo]>- 
ment of the jute industry was rapid. From only 1!)2 lomns in 18511 it 
gradually went up to 15,213 in 1901, then it rose to 40,898 in 1921 after 
certain mills declared dividends of 200/3(Kl per cent, and, now soared to 
06,380 looms — no longer a blessing but a curse to Bengal. On the other 
hand, the disappearance of our livesUn'k and poultry was as rapid for 
they could not survive on jute. Therefore milk, etc., became scarcer 
and scarcer and prices rose accordingly. No drastic steps were taken by 
the authorities to prevent milk and ghee being adulterated, because I 
sup^>ose a little lind to go a long way. 


I'he poor had to suffer in silence. Their general health had to give 
way and be exposed to the ravages of Malaria and Tuberculosis. 'I’he 
educated middle classes found it a problem t(» live, there was geneial 
discontent in the country and it grew as living became more and more 
«‘.\ pensive, domiciled European and Anglo-Indian girls had to go out 
and W'ork and today Indian girls are doing the same. Compare 
prices in 1901 — why this abnormal rise? The only explanation given is 
that the population is increasing.'*^ This may be so, but. Sir, why have not 
the numWrs of our cattle, sheep", goats, fowls, ducks and geese increased. 
Simply because they could not survive on jute. Nature is a fond parent 
and always provides for her children. The birth rate has gone up in 
England and what is more that there are more male babies. But by 
working against nature, planting jute instead of paddy, our livestock and 
poultry were destroyed, and the people reduced to beggars, thousands 
and taovsands dying of starvation. Who is responsible? 
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Now let U8 prove our case, if we cede that the population is 60 
millions then we can safely assume that two-thirds or 40 million live hy 

K ing iute and rice, fhis estimate seems fair and reasonable. Jute 
yield on an average alwut 50 million mauuds which at Rs. 9 per 
maund = R8. 450 millions. Rice lands yield on an average about 30 million 
maunds at Rs. 15 per mauud=rHs. 450 millions. Therefore the average 
income of 40 million people — Rs. 22-8 per annum. 

Tjet us take Rs. 2 per month; this gives us one anna per day per 
head for those millions who could not supplement their income. (Cries 
of “shame, shame” from the Opposition benches.) 

Next, let us che< k our ex]>orts and .see from wikere rice and paddy 
are exported. Chittagong on the Karnaphuli adjacent to Burma exports 
rice. This port also exports livestock and poultry. Then there is 
Tuticorin in South India which exp(»rts rice to (Vylon. We also find 
that this port exports livespick. Therefore where there is a gain we find 
livestock and poultry. 

There is no doubt that the majority were sa<‘riiieed for the minority 
and today when we sum up and analyse the fact.s we find that we are 
confronted with Majority Rule. What a diabolical farci*. It is the in- 
vention of the worshippers of the Golden Calf. Tlie money-making Jews 
as p(diticiuns have had a tree hand in our counrty since the last Great 
War. What can the Twin Khwaja Ministry do for us ? Nothing. 
Can they do more than an all-parties Government P Certainly not. 
What is the common bond that cam kc*ep a nation together ? Surely 
their (‘(uintry rnleil uith justice and the slogan “Kac^h for all and all 
for each” and so oiir Kin]>ire. (’arefully weigh the words of that Great 
Boer J/t'ader Field Mar.‘^hal Smuts. “If Scmtli Afninin likdians c*onsid<'r 
themselves as Indian Natiotials then re])atriute them,” iik the saiike way 
if Jews ami otlie? inktionals fail to identify themselves with our country, 
they sliould he ?epn(riat<*d, otherwise they act as clckgs in the wheel cd' 
progress. Max Muller said (hat a peo])le that can fee! no j>ride in the 
past, in its history lose the mainstay of its natural c.hurncter. When 
Hitler said that the Jews were a menace to his c’ountiN, that they Ided 
the nation of its vsealth, I seriously ask if Jews could do otherwise in 
England and India. England better beware of the Jews. India ban 
every reason to remember the Jews and the muddle they hav«* put our 
country into over Majority Rule. Rightly has Dr. Syaukaprusad Mooker- 
jee asked “If 25 per cent, of Mu.slims will not yield to 70 i>er camt. 
Hindus at the Centre, then by what right cloes 54 [kor cent. (»f the 
Muslims rule 44 per c^ent. Hindus in Bengal.” Sir, by the right of 
Jewish Logic and Scheming, by Force and Retaliation. An eye* for an 
eye and a tooth for a tooth. In the same way Anglo-Indians and 
Domiciled Europeans were declared as Indians, under Vic’ioria 33 and 
yet they were removed from the various services to make room for other 
Indians when so-called ludianising came into force. What benignant 
justice for the strong but absolute injustice for the weak. 

Sir. consi^ler the large sums of money spent to transform semi-desert 
lands into fertile fields. The Sukkur Barrage in Sind and the Sutlej 
Valley project in the Punjab cost over 42 crores of rupees. 

The revenue from our jute exports yield annually 4 crores of rupees. 
Thei»efore the Bengal raiyatt paid the cost of the-se two irrigation flchemcH 
within the last 10 years and what is more the Goverriinnt p‘ts an annual 
income of nearly 3 crores of rupees from the money so invested. One 
wonders if the Punjab hastened to save Bengal and if not who was res- 
ponsible. Nevertheless the cries of the children of Ben^l have gone up 
to heaven for we find that our Australian Governor has been touched 
at the plight of the p^ple. His Excellency Mr. E. G. Casey said: 
“The task that faces us in Bengal is to raise the standard of living and 
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80 the standard of happiness of the people’". How Sir? Only by 
hringin^f down the cost of paddy in our own country to half that of jute 
per a<T(;. Ilis Excellency then appealed to the successful men at 
Calcutta saying that they sprang originally from one or the other districts 
of Bengal. Let me make it clear that the jute industry is not in the 
hands of the children of the soil but in the hands of those the four letl^‘rb 
J b T E signify. J for Jews, U for U. S. A. Nationals and Up- 
country Muhammadans, T for t/ii/f/M in business and the Tlnunas Duff 
group of Mills in(.oi [)orated in England and E for the European> not 
domiciled here (laughter) referred to as “foreigners” by Sir Evelyn 
Wrench. Sir, where the Jew sets the paoe others must follow or step 
out of the race. Their wodus operandi to evade Excess Profits Tax is 
to issue bonus shares, raise capital and reducy profits. When a trades- 
man is found profiteering he is convicted and fined, but when a merchant 
Jew dues the country down, he is be.stow’ed with a Knighthood. Strange 
administration of Justice for the rich! No wonder it is said the “All 
Mighty Dollar”. 

Sir. the only remedy is to give the jute cultivator fair excliaiige tor 
his jiroduce. Therefore rice must be produced twice as much in (juantity 
per acre to make up for the deficit, and that tln‘ price per maund be 
liulf as cheap as that of jute and to achiev’e this the most '.eientific 
methods must he applied to our paddy lands, wliiih means fresh ea])ilal. 

Sir, the jute industry must find this money, say, Id erores per annum, 
simply because they did md. know wdien to call a halt and have ruined 
Bengal. They are now working on a per cent, profit basis giving the 
Central (bivernmeut !K‘U per cent, and so Mr. Walker pt'rhups claims: 
“They had been doing everything possible to lielp the AVar effort and 

when facets were made knowui they would be in the natuie of an eye- 

opener to the world at large.” (Rai Harendru Nath Chaudhuri : Hear, 

hear.) Yes, Sir, wdien real facts are knowm they w'ill be in the nature 

of an eye-opener. To appease the Government with money belonging to 
shareholders will lud exoneiate them for the mi^erv and woe brought 
on Bengal. Have not our Steel, Iron, Ctml, Tea, Sugar and other indus- 
tries done US much towards wor pnuhiction? But they <‘annot 
camoufiage and net. 

Sir, the jute industry is a momipoly of Ibogal and as .such it should 
he Governimuit contiolled. 

Further, Sir. as nearly 5(1 per cent, more of the jute shares are held 
by Indian investors, the Government has a right to place repre.sentatives 
on the various Boards as Directors to see that undue advantage i.s not 
taken by some of the agents holding up dividends, appropriating more 
than they should for depreciation and other irregularities which 1 have 
not the time now to deal with. The capital invested in the jute industry 
is as follows: 206 million rupees + million i;8 + 3J million dollars in 
all roughly 250 million rupees, but the Gross Block Expenditure of the 
65,;i86 looms is hearly T50 million rupees. Who do you think has paid 
this extra 600 million rupees? But the unprotected Indian shareholders, 
many widows, orphans, pensioners and retired professional and business- 
men'. The Directors and the share brokers throw off and draw in the 
public, by starving the public and overfeeding themselves. It is as bad 
as allowing men to play with load^ dice. It is the duty oi the Govern- 
ment to protect their people. The sales of our jute exports amount to 
80 to 100 chores of rupees. The profits made by some of the merchants 
are as much as the salary of the Viceroy of India Rs. 250.800 per annum, 
because the whole industry filters through 70 Mills and is controlled by 
about 80 Agents (major and minor) of whom ten are of the fiwt 
Therefore when we come down to stern facts we find that each of these 
jute kings are responsible for the woes and misery of millions of human 
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souls, some dyiuK for want of fcwd at 1 anna per day per head, others 
s^eriug with nialaria and tulierculosis with no medical attention and 
the children crying; for want of milk, mothers uualile to nurse them and 
^me sellm^ their bodies to exist, (('ries of ‘’Sliaiue, shame” trom 

Opposition heiiches.) All those evils arise from ^reed for moiiev and 
power. 

V 

Sir, if the publieution ot I nele loin s ('ivhin” had iutiauied the 
public (onscienct' to surh a state. s(» as to cause the ("ivil War in Amcric.tt 
and liberate the Nefyro slaves, if the ctdebratod lines ot Mrs. Ilrowning 
the “Cry of the children” did away with children labour of 8 and 10 in 
English factories, then, Sir, why cannot the appeal of our Australian 
Governor to the memhers of the Royal Asiatic Society to raise the bread 
line of the starving masses ot Bengal stir this House to aetion, and the 
jute merchants to sympathy and reason? Let them feed the cultivators, 
give the cultivators a fair measure and bring proajierity to Heiigal. Let 
our slogan tor the 4 letters JUTE signify Justice Unites The Emjiire. 
(Loud applause.) 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi FAZLUL QUADiR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the 
very outset 1 congratulate the i5th Army for liberating Akyab and the 
Rainri Island from the clutches of the enemy and thus freeing India from 
south-eastern threat after three years hard fighting. I also express deep 
gratitude to the Eriends Ambulance Unit for opening several free canteens 
particularly in the district of Chittagong and feeding 100 firphans and desti- 
tute children in each centre supplying them with milk and vitamin pills and 
clothing. This great nhilaiithropic work was taken uj) by the Friends 
Ambulance Unit when all other organisations ceased to function. They have 
earned ever-lasting gratitude of the public. 

Now, Sir, I wish to make a lew observations as regards the admiiusirution 
of the provin(‘e as a whole and particularly draw the attention' of the 
Ministers-in-charge of Revenue, Agriculture, Veterinary, Local StdMiovern- 
meat, Industry, Finance and Education. 

Revenue Department . — I pity the sufferings of a large number of people, 
whose land, buildings and houses, tanks, trees, etc., w'ere requisitioned, 
acquired or occupied for military purposes in some cases without notice and 
preparing any record by Land Acquisition Officers of Chittagong as to the 
nature of property taken, the number of houses, tanks, ek., standing ou the 
land in the town as w’ell as in areas outside the town — price paid at Rs. btH) 
per acre for land acquired in the district of Chittagong as said by the 
Hon'bie Minister, Revenue, in reply to unstarred question d, dated* IGth 
February, 1945, is too low as the price of land varies in the inufassal from 
Rs. 1,(KK) to Rs. djOW per acre. Ihis fact will be borne out if enquiry is 
made in the registration oflioeH and it is also substantiated by the speech of 
the Hon'ble Minister, Finance. In page 14 he savs that stamps and regis- 
tration fees have been substantially enhanced an<1 revenue increased, this 
increase in revenue is not only due to the increase of fees on registration and 
duty on stamps but is largely due to the increase in the value of the property 
transferred by 500 per cent. The rent fixed for requi.si tinned land, building, 
etc., is too low in comparison with the rise in prices of foodstuffs, clothing, 
etc., and within the municinality rent l^n fixed on the municipal tax 
and, on the valuation of the houses and buildings, etc., which were construct- 
ed in pre-war time. Fair and equitable rent has not been fixed and paid as 
directed by the Government of India. This is the action of the local subor- 
dinate officers who in order to curry favour with their higher officers, cut the 
throats of the poor ^ple who have been turned out of their hearth and homes 
As regards removal expenses and cost of construction of temporary houses, 
very insufficient amount was paid to each holder of a house and property in 
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comparison with that given to the people of Feni. It is really a misfortune 
to the worst suffering people of Chittagong. In some cases, compensation 
for occupation of land and buildings has not been paid for over a year and 
in some cases no record was prepared of the land taken away for extension of 
roads for military purposes. The contractors cut the road side land belong- 
ing to the public without giving any notice and compensation of any kind. 
Along the (^Ijittagong to Teknaf road and also other roads, this zulo<m, was 
done. No one can raise any voice of protest against it. I brought these 
facts to the notice ot the Hon ’hie Minister, Revenue, before he visited 
Chittagong in August last but to no effect. 1 demand that these injustices 
should be remedied soon. 

Agriculture and Veterinary . — In connection with Grow More Food 
campaign, the Hon'bie Minister said in his budget speech “Finally, in order 
to increasi? the area under cultivation railway side lands are being settled 
with tenants on a temporary basis and action is being taken to bring as much 
arable waste under cultivation as possible”. This is all to the good but this 
movement has taken away all the available grazing field near about the 
villages and the dumb millions of rattle liave been put on starvation as 
there is no jiasture land in almost all unions. Government in their earnest- 
ness of the diive entirely forgot all about the cattle. Man has invaded the 
domain ot the cattle. In recent years the Grw More Food Campaign has 
practically robbed the cattle of their jmsture. Fallows and uncultivable 
wastes have been shrunk in size. Re-afforestation measures have deprived 
the village cattle of grazing facilities to a large extent even on payment of a 
fee. Cattle today live on rationed fodder. They cry and long for freedom from 
want, want pasture and water and suitable environmental conditions. Every 
effort shouhi be made to arrest further deterioration. The prosperity of the 
country and lives of human beings depend on cattle, no appreciable steps 
are being taken to stop cattle epidemic and to introdu<*e mass iniMulation 
against rinderpest. I would suggest that Government Khould start mass 
inoculation in Chiiagimg and other districts where <‘attle diseases occur every 
year. Besides, a veterinary surgeon should be placed in each police-station 
so that he may attend to its needs immediately Under the present system 
it takes 10 to 15 days to reach the news of epidemic to the Veterinary Officers. 
The Hon'bie Minister, P'inaiice, in his budget speecd) said that “three 
experts in dairy and poultry farming from the Government of New' Zeland 
have been obtained”. This we highly appreciate but 1 .strongly urge the 
Government to take immediate steps to save the cattle and poultry from epi- 
demic and other diseases and provide pasture land and grazing fields first and 
then train the people in dairy and poultry farming. Till now we have seen 
hardly any case in which cattle were saved when attacked by rinderpest and 
nothing could save them ; so, the first steps should be to protect the animals 
from epidemic. 

As regards the poultry I am keenly interested in it. In part of the dis- 
trict we could not save 20 per cent, of the chickens due to Heuiket and other 
diseases. I wTote to the Government Live-Stock Expert of Dacca Farm and 
in re]>ly he wrote to me ou lOlh Januarv*. 1944, that “Reniket and chicken- 
pox are the commonest contagious diseases of poultry. But I regret to say 
that no remedy has yet been found for the former disease, although con- 
siderable research work is being pursued to find one”. Is it not deplorable 
and disappointing for |)oultry farmer? What were the so-<'alled experts 
doing so long? They miserably failed in finding out a remedy. Therefore 
before starting poultry farming serious attempt should be made to find out 
a remedy for these contagious disefl^es. The results of any successful experi- 
ments should be widely circulated in the press and by bulletin. 

I give particular stress in drawing the attention of Government to make 
provision for pasture land at least one in each union and to keep in reserve 
l/lOth of the unsettled land in the villaf^ or along the side of rivers or the 
•ea or those formed by accretion or by formation of new chars for common 
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mmng purposes. Besides, builaloes are not allowed to g^raie in the reserve 
rorests in conseouence of which buffaloes are decreasing and dying fur want 
ol sufficient fodder. In some parts of our country it is not posssible to culti- 
vate land without buffaloes. Therefore some tracts of the reserve forest 
^ould be demarcated and yearly pass be issued for gracing of buffaloes. 


Local Self^Govemmeat . — The Government has miserabljv' failed in 
running the Chittagong Municipality efficiently and in maintaining its 
sanitary condition. Some streets and lanes are in a horrible condition, 
refuses are not cleared. The main street running from municipal office to 
Chowkbazar is in a dilapidated condition. For the last 8 years the main 
etreets are not watered. Due to heavy military traffic they have become 
imj)a?!sablc. Dust blows in such u force when military lorries and cars run 
on the road that it is difficult to prevent it from being inhaled. The people 
thus contract T.B. and other diseases. 1 brought these facts to the notice 
of the officer-in-charge of the Chittagong Municij)ality. In reply he wrote 
to me on 12th November, 1943, that “The military lorries are supposed not 
to use this road. The road should be improved in due <H>urse. We are minus 
our wjiteiing lorries' It is noi a tact that military lorries arc not using 
this road but on the contrary they are constantly using it. Cbittagoug 
District Bar Association bnmght these facts by a resolution passed at its 
meeting of the I3th November, 1944. to the notice of the authorities but to 
no effect. 1 also tabled a question in the last session on 21st November, 
1944, but got no reply as yet. I request His Excellency the flovernor of 
iicii^^al ihiougli this i louse to pay a siu prise visit to Clnliagoug and see the 
deplorable sanitary condition of the town and set at rest the inefficient muni- 
cipal administration. 


SdU' I (i.r on Lun(fi&. — Several members of the Legislatures represented 
to the (joveniment for exempting lungu up to the value of Us. 4 or below 
irom sale tax. Iti rejily the Secretary said that if Jungis remain in tfuin 
consisting of 4 or 5 pieces and price of the thorn is above Us. 4 even though 
it is the production of handloom, tax is to he paid. Lungis are not used 
for military purposes and sold readymade. This tax on Utngi touches the 
pockets of very poor people. It is nothing but a technicality of interpreta- 
tion of the word The word lungi means a piece of cloth measuring 

34i cubits each and if the price is Rs. 4 or below it is exempted from the 
tax. A than of 8-ff yards in length was never contemplated in the Act. For 
convenience of transport and facility in selling wholesale generally a tfmn 
of 8 to 9 yards is made by weavers; so, it is improper to levy sale tax on 
lungi even if it remains in than. A whole tium cannot be used as lungi 
unless it IB cut into pieces. Therefore it is clear that sale tax should be 
levied on each piece if the price is above Rs. 4 and not on than. I therefore 
strongly urge the Government to reconsider their interpretation and exempt 
^e lungis from taxation if the price of each piece is Rs. 4 and below. 
Gamchas measuring 4-5 cubits which are worn by the poor women have not 
been included in the exemption list. This should be done. 


/miuifry.-^ontinually from year to year we are representing to the 
Government the necessity of opening depot of mill yarns, dye-stuffs and 
chemicals to save the handloom weaving industry but to no effect. SimM 5 
the war Iwgan the poor weavers have been suffering in many ways and are 
hardly ubie t() make two ends meet. Kven after control of yarn they are not 
getting sufficient stock to keep their looms running, I therefore strongly 
urge th^ Go^rnment to keep up their promises given on several occasions 
in reply to the questions. Depots should be opened in each district head- 
quarters and in important weaving centres. It is very regrettable that only 
1 man has got licenw to sell dye-stuffs and chemicals at Chowmohani for 
Chittagong and Noakbali, but none in Chittagong. 

^iucotion.^n behalf of the people of ChitUgong I expren mv deeo 
Diatnot Magutrate of Chittagong, for their kind help in maintaining^ 



86 


GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[20th Feb., 


OoTernmeiit College at Chittagong for the benefit of the poor local students 
though Chittagong was threatened by Japanese bombing. I also express my 
sincere gratitude to Mr. M. M. Stuart for helping the reopening of the 
Collegiate School which was defunct for the last 3 years due to war by re- 
moving the Fire Brigade from its present building in spite of their violent 
protest and making it over to the Collegiate School with a spacious ground. 
This is no doubt very creditable on his part. By his activities in further- 
ance of education he so endeared himself to the people that the public of 
Fatehabad to commemorate his name have established a dispensary and 
named it “Stuart Charitable Dispensary, Fatehabad” for which they contri- 
buted Es. 11,000. With these few observations I close my speech. 

^'At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

{Aft^r adjournment.) 


Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Sir, 1 congratulate the Hon’ble 
Finance Minister for his clear exposition of the actual financial position of 
the province in his budget speech. He has courageously presented the lucid 

eire of the country before the House. The presentation of the deficit 
t‘t in this crisis time is not at all surprising but his manner of squar- 
ing it out without imposition of further taxation on the people is really 
praiseworthy and deserves admiration from all settious of the House. 

The first question that comes to our mind is the food problem of the 
province. The unhappy incidents of the famine of 1943 with its grim 
picture, which took away thousands of lives are still vivid in our minds. 
The food position with the introduction of rationing in some parts and 
exercise of price contnd has no doubt been considerably improved — the 
puces have come down to a large extent but still they are far beyond the 
buying capacity of general masses. But, Sir, the malpractices, mivS- 
manugement and the corruption that are continuing in the Food Com- 
mittees — the agents for distribution in the rural areas seriously engage the 
attention of the public. I apprehend serious' result will come out of it if 

? roper check is not put on it. Most of the Food C(»nimittee8 have been 
ormed without proper rejjresentation of the minority communities like 
Scheduled Castes. Many of the General Committees and most of the 
Executive Committees have been formed with total exclusion of the re- 


presentatives of them and as a result very few among*st them have been 
selected as dealers for distribution of foodstuffs and in many places they 
are being deprived of their proper share in the distribution of commodities. 
In addition to this the unfair treatment of the local officers like Develop- 
ment Assistant. s and Assistant Inspectors who are concerned with them 
cannot be overlooked. 1 come from the district of Pabna. Members of the 
Scheduled Castes from different localities there approach me every' now and 
then with complaints of this sort of unjust and unfair treatment that is 
being done to them. Every now' and then we have been getting informa- 
tion about corruption in tbe matter of their administration of the Food 
Commitees with which they are connected. Some of these cases were also 
brought to the notice of the authorities but little or no steps appear to have 
been taken. The poor classes of people are getting no relief and their 
sufferings are increasing day by day. If this sort of administration is 
allowed to be continued without rectification, I am afraid, that will worsen 
the situation of the rural areas. 


Now, Sir, as a member of the Scheduled Castes the next queii^n that 
engages my attention is about the appointments under the Government and 
the communal ratio rules for the same. I am going to reiterate the old 
subject. By communal ratio 18 per cent, of the appointments have been 
reserved for the Scheduled Castes though they should get more according to 
jmp^ation basis and they also from time to time place their demand before 
the Govemment to this effect, yet we are grateful to the Government for this 
reeenration of posts. The Government have fixed the communal ratio in the 
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xuAtter of appointments but they have no proper mat hinery to lot)k 
whether that ratio is carried into action. The matter will be more clanned 
if I cite the action of the Civil Supplies Department of the Government. 
Thousands ot officers are taken in there to run the administration and still 
there are many to be recruited. It is a matter ot great regret that members 
from the Scheduled Castes receive no tair consideration there. The requisite 
number of Scheduled Castes have not yet been taken in and the reasone 
assigned thereof that candidates from ^dieduled Ca.stes uith proper quali- 
fications are not available. But 1 can emphatically say that that is not at 
all true. It is within my personal knowledge that many Scheduled Caste 
graduates and qualified candidates who applied throu^di me were not even 
granted interview hy the Department, not to speak of their appointments. 
Manv candidates from the uon-Scheduled Castes with less onaliiirution.s have 
got lucrative appointments wherea.s candidates from Scheduled Castes with 
requisite or higher (jualifications were refused such appointments. This 1B 
the treatment meted out towards this section ot tlu* people. 

Sir. I like to give the House a specifi<* incident that took f>la(*e in connec- 
tion with a Schedule Caste appointment in tlie Cahnu .fudge’s tNuirt. A few 
day> hack applications were invited only from Scheduled Castes to appear at 
a conipetitivc examination, on the result of which they were t(» be enlisted 
in the waiting list. One of the imposed conditions was that the applicants 
must have a certificate as to the communities they Udong to from a gazetted 
ofiicer. The Scheduled C'aste camlidates could not produce any certificate 
from any gazetted ofiicer al the time of the interview* hut tlicy produced 
them from local M.L.As. The apiminting authority got annoyed and 
refused them to sit at tlie competitive examination. While these candidates 
in a body were ready to leave the plaee, suddenly good sense prevailed upon 
him and they M'ere allowed to sit at the examination. If tin* authorities 
ha\e ulteiior motive to exelude the Seheduled Caste candidates, to invent 
contrivance to serve their purpose is not difficult for them. All the candi- 
dates who were with minimum qualifications were ])ul to much intrlealc and 
dith(‘ult questions which were of no use to the office concerned. lhe,v were 
examined for full four liours and after all they were found unfit. This is 
the treatment meted out to the members of the Scheduled Castes. 

1 like to give the House another instance of iiijustiei’c that has been done 
in the matter of appointment of Si'heduled Castes. It may still he fresh in 
the mind of the lionourable members of the House tliat is just on the day 
of the beginning ot the current se.ssioii, in re]>l\ to the starred ijuestion 
No. 12 it w’as seen that GO lawyer magistrates were apj)ointed out of w'hich 
only 6 were recruited from the Scheduled Castes — less lluui tlie reijuisite 
number according to the ratio rules although more than nsjuisite numher 
was recommend by the I’ublic Service Coinmi.s.sion for appointment. It is 
a matter of great sorrow* tliat this injustice w.as done by the Homo Depart- 
ment of which the Hon'ble (Miief Minister is in charge. In thi.s W’uy, though 
there has been reservation of appointments, still this sort of injustice is 
being done to them. Sir, this is not all. When Sidieduicd C’asfe candidates 
have the good fortune of being appointed the undesinihie sections and stations 
are meant for them. As a result some times they qre to give up their jobs 
or put in a most difficult position. I would request the (jovemnient b> set 
up an Enquiry Committee to ascertain the truth of the matter that lakes 
place witjjijregard to the appointment of the Seheduled Castes. If this state 
of affairs Vtiere allowed to be continued without any check, communal ratio 
rules ane of no use to these people. 

Sir, next I come to the Budget of the Seheduled Caste’s Education Fund 
which I consider to be vitally important, Tbe Government gave us an 
assurance about Rs. 5 lakhs to be earmarked for the education of the 
Scheduled Castes but they failed in implementing that measure. The 
.Government have provided Rs. b lakhs for the coming year for the education 
of the Scheduled Castes who* form one-fifth of the whole population of tbe 
7 
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proTince; no doubt, the amount, however, is much less in proportion t 
their number. Still I heartily thank the Hon’ble Finance Minister and als 
the Minister in charge of Education of the province for this provision. Bui 
Sir, when I turn to the expenditure head of the Budget I am really mortifiei 
to see that though the Government have provided only Rs. 5 lakhs, arrange 
ment has been made to spend only 3 lakhs 05 thousand with the saving o 
the balance. The Scheduled Caste Education Committee in their difteren 
sittings after careful consideration prepared a scheme for 5 lakhs tor th 
education of their boys and girls and submitted it to the I)ei)artment for it 
acceptance, but the Department ignored it with clear tendency of saving 
without assigning any reasons. It that is the tendency of the Department 
then it is of no use to ])ut any sum even more than Rf>. 5 lakhs under thi 
head. In this connection 1 cannot but mention the other drawbacks of thi 
De])artment that we have been noticing since the opening of the Fund in tin 
matter of the disbursement. This fund was created in liie year 1938-39 
We have been noticing the same persistent mismanagement on the part oj 
the department regarding distribution. Boys and girls who are awardee 
Bti]>end8 gel these stipenas generally after close of the year when some gei 
their names struck off from the rolls of the registers of their schools and 
colleges and many give up their studies for want of money. Repeatedly this 
irregularity in the matter of distribution of stipends to the Scheduled CasR 
students was brought to the notice of the Governinent but they paid little 
heed to it. I he case of (he year 1944 is met with the same t‘fle(‘t. rhe 
students got their stipends for the year 1944 when the year is over. This 
action shows that either the Department is not efficient or they have been 
purposely neglecting their own duties wdiich are connected with the interest? 
of the Scheduled Castes. 

Sir, before I take my seat now I will say a few’ words tlm>ugh you to the 
honourable members of the Scheduled Castes of this House. ‘ They are 
scattered here and there. There may he some differences amongst ns but 
those differences may be easily closed up if we hear in mind the l)igf>‘er 
interests of our communitv at the sacrifire of our personal ones. The Ca'ste 
Hindus are heard to say about the oppression from tlu* Muslims and the Mus- 
lims from the Caste Hindus. But the Scheduled Castes have from both Bv 
this bothsided pressure we are likely to he crushed out. If we study the 
jiosition of the Scheduled Castes, we find in most jilares that thev are 
neglected and oppressed. Rescue to them will he possible only when we 
shalJ be able to be united together and give a united fight. So, inv honour- 
able friends iny earnest reque.st to you is to he united together and work 
hand in hand for the liberation of our own men. 


1 ?’ NATH EDBAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Hon’hle 

finance Minister has presented us with a deficit budget as iu the past lor 
the year 194,)-46 and m support of this he* has made a fine speech couched 
in elegant language with a view simply to divert the attention of the 
honourable members from its purjiuse ; but we the members on this side are 
not of that type. 


To take pari in general disoussion of the Budget and to criticise it 
thorougWy requmes a suftcient time but the time allotted to me for dis- 
cussion 18 rery skort; so I shall not jgo into detailed discussion of the budget. 

me be satisfied for the present if I simply refer to some of the important 
Items and some figures that have been included in the Budget and in the 
budget speech of the Hon ble Finance Minister. 

the Scheduled Castes bv my 
friend Mr. Madhusudhan Sarkar; so I need not go into detail about ‘that. 

This is a deficit budget and the deficit as shown is about 8 crores in the 
^mmgyear. H we take into account the figures of the last ^ar th^ 
present year ami the next year it will be about 23 crores. 
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We cannot expect a well-balanced budget at the hand of Mr. Goswaini. 
If we do 80 we shall be hopelessly disappointed, because he is an extra- 
vagant man and he can hardly manage his own finance. But it is an irony 
of fate that he is the Hon’ble Finance Minister of the province of Bengal 
and is placed in charge of Bengal Exchequer. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Goswami Ls very glad to make the bold assertion or 
rather takes pride in saying that their Government have been able to redeem 
their pledge, “There shall be no famine in 1944.’* But may I ask him 
whether their Government have been able to prevent the recurrence of pre- 
ceding year’s famine in the truest sense of the term?* 1 say, ceitainly not. 
They have simply paved the way for a bitter and more formidubh* famine 
in future. The victims of destitution and si(‘knes8 are surely no longt*r 
adrift but I regret to say that they have been badly housed and have not been 
provided with good food and good shelter and medical reliel whi^li they 
really need. 1 often hear various complaints from the Superintenjlent** of 
“Relief Houses” or “Destitiitea’ Homes” and “F.R.K. Ilospiials” that tliey 
are not properly supplied with their necessary requisites even on repeated 
demands. What to speak ot medical relief! Only (‘inehonu mixture, saiito- 
nine mixture ami two or three other stereot vjumI mixtures are administered 
to the ailing jiatienis hut with no effect. The result is that the patient is 
kept on living tor some time only with a view to ultimately fall into the 
jaws ot death. 

The provision for Famine Relief operations included in the estimutes 
amounts to d erores So lakhs in 1944-4o and IJ i rores in l5Mo-4(>. The sum 
is certainly quite inadecjuate. Whatever sum is budgeted is spent up by 
the department in salaries, in superintendence and maintenance and other 
things hnt very little is left with which to improve the system of treatment 
of the sick and the destitute. 

The total provision for the free distribution of quinine and mepat’rine 
amounts to 20 lakhs in the current year and 20 lakhs in 1940, which will 
appear from the Red Book. This fact I should like to visualise before the 
honourable members. While people are dying without number being 
stricken with famine and aftereffects of famine and they have no other means 
to save them from the clutches of various forms of epidemics that follow in 
its wake, the so-called kind and benevolent Government made the above 
provision for free distribution of mepacrine and quinine to indigent patients. 
The above sum of Rs. 20,00,000 for the current year is well nigh spent hut 
I ask the honourable members who claim to be the true representatives of 
the country whether they know of any case of indigent patients ii» the 
mofassil who got either of them freely. It is obvious that very few peojde 
ot the mofassil know’ anything about the free distribution of quinine, elc. 
I think most of this huge amount has been the income of a favoured few' of 
the Cabinet Members, and a little amount has been spent after the purjxmes. 

Provision is one thing and to make the best use of the same is another. 
The budget as it stands is satisfactory but it is misleading l)€cause it does 
not always serve the purposes for which it is meant. 

The Department of Civil Supplies has Inscome, no doubt, a most important 
one during the war time. The cost of this department is estimated at 
crores in 1944-45 and 2 crores 75 lakhs in 1945-4C. These figures, I have 
mentioned above, do not, of course, include the lo.ss on the department’s 
trading operations. These losses are heavy and there is no justification for 
them. It was their own creation. Due to their mismanagement and utter 
negligence, foodgrains qrot decomposed and became unfit for human consump- 
tion. Here there is the loss. Who is responsible for this loss? It is 
^ certainly the Ministers tbat*are running the administration. 
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We find that many of the staffs under this department are unnecessary 
and have no work to function. Much money has been wasted and will be 
wasted after them. The sooner some of the unnecessary staffs are discharged, 
the better for tlie Government and the governed. 

We find in the statement made by the Hon’ble Finance Minister that the 
Department of Fisheries has been reorganised. Perhaps in the meantime 
many posts of Deputy DirectorSf Superintendents, District Officers and Field 
Assistants have been created. But I ask the Hon’ble Finance Minister — 
has it in any way improved the Fisheries of Bengal although big sum of 
money lias been drained out after them Has it in any way multiplied 
fishes and made them available to the people r* Has it in any way improved 
the sad lot of the fishermen who have been hard hit by the Denial Policy 
ado[)ied by the Government of Bengal Certainly not. Then what does it 
mean "by reorganisation while public money is i)eiug squandered away as 
such 

As regards livestock I like to say a few words, and then I have done. 
Wo find that a huge sum of money has lieen budgeted for this year and the 
next year too for the improv<*ment of the Agriculture Deparlment, and after 
many important schcmc.s grouped together under the hea(l “Gn)w More Food 
Campaign”. But may I ask the IIonMde Finance Minister and the 
honourable members o[)posite whether it will help them in the least while 
there ha.s been a serious dearth of cattle in the country (t^ing to cattle 
diH(*ase, over-rate human consumption and various other causes. Provision 
of half a erore has been made for cattle purchase loans in the Budget with 
a view to help the cultivators to proi’Ure a sufficient number of })lough cattle 
for theii agricultural purposes. As the supplies are extremely ^eai»ty and the 
importing of cattle fnuu outside the province is verv limited, the serious 
depletion of the cattle ])opulation can hardly be solved in near future. So 
I am of opiuifui that tliis will give a death-blow U) the satisfaetoiy improve- 
ment of the “Agriculture and Onnv More Food (’am])aign“ in sjnte of the 
fact that there has l>een sufficient sum budgeted for cattle purchase loan. 

With these few words I resume my seat. 

Mr. QIA8UDDIN AAMED ; 

TOTnr C? budget -TCTOH', (TT^ budgeted 

I (Mr. Rasiklal Biswas : y 'Brt^T^rBn fV ^ 

^t) 

TOlTO'-f’ congratulate I ^IT congratulation 

firo ?IV5 I (Mr. Atul Chandra Sen ; ^ TOT i) 

fri ^ Tfir, ^ cwr oj 

a ^0 ^ deficit budget ^ TCTO?. d (?^ 

c5Tf¥, ^ ^ m 

congratulate ^ 

I (Mr Rasiklal Biswas: ^ 7)^ Minister^! (TT ^ 

i) "'Tfir ^vti ?n, i 

^ ^ TO. <4^ ’R ^rTjfir ^ 5ft ffl I 

'fffreffCT c-stesr. jtto ^r<sVx sjrff 

¥ffU5 ^ i ^ 4^ ^ grff ^ c?r 
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5tfC? I Of C6CV 

^^•8^ mi ^ Tram ^ ^ ^ 'ii^rartar ^ mi 

w(Fr vfi^* ^qoTST 'afWm ^ ^\m c^ 

wr^BT ^ ^ ^ c^ ^ TO ^ TO, c»# 

?rfe ?C«t ^^5 ^ cH fiPTH ^5TOT TOl %f | 

=wtT?(^ TO if?r c*f^7i (Ti^ I (?# 

itrr^ f^RT to, ^*tm ?f^, — * 51^ ^’nr ♦ftrfrir 

maximum ^ cfc<f fTOffe^R frt^l | TOBT ^ ^ ♦tT^Bt^tlT ’TCW 

^ft^PS 0? *R cll<f (TfQffi TO TOIOTT 

f%c^ TO, ’rt<ft?«f. c? TO ^5tTO ^ fror ^cro. (TT? TO to, ?ff^ 

^^TO a ^ \i1C*R C«TC^tf^, ^ TO ^ I TO TOT ^ C^l# Sf^ 
^•cfR TO^OR c^ t' ^^ t' ^ TTTO I »4frl TO’T^ ^ I TOTO Civil Supply TOl 
department TO TO’fl TOC^, ^ ’HT, ’Tfl- 

CvfCT TO ‘il^N TOTO TOR TOfir ^ TOU TO5 

TO TOt^ to% ^ TOnr fTOc^ 1 hi, toti^TO iPr\ ^m 

HI I TO (7f^ fH</^TO TO TOT CTO mm TOtm TOCH ^0 C^ 
StTOr deficit budget ^HtCTO HtTOff ‘ilCHCTR 'TOHl <*JIV5 «ttfH HI I 

f^fn C^R c^cyH Civil Supply Department^ilH loas 1943-44 CHTf Ml4® ^C4 1944-46 
Tot? ^5^11 (?nft 6Rn l TOl civil Supply Deparment ^ HTHHl 
RnrfTOTH I TOHI TO^ HffCHH, opposition cTO TOH1 critioiae 

TOrf^TO, vfi^ tohR ^*trTO TO cH'<5in hv i tot tohi tow 

^ cTOft loss CH^mroi ^ 'JJCHfiTO 

TOR CTO mi TO tfTO wheat TOH TOf^, ^5tU5 HtfV ^ TO 
Ht^ fro CH? TOT CTOT H^5 ^ CHGI^ HI, TOTV (TOFHtH CHHtVS 

I Civil Supply Department^UH CHRRR ^"il4 TOTOHI TOCH CH’^ 
hr, ‘fit nfir^^ HRl HttHl CTOf TO HHTl TOf fVCKCfeH I Civil Supply 

Depar^mentijH TO® officer I Civil Supply Depart- 

ment HRl CH HSra* HtH vilH; 5tH TOt TOTiHT TOT TO TOC^, m <UTO 
fiPTR ^TOTOl 'HtOf TOHl TJCHf^ I TOPf TOTO TO TO HH HtCHH fTOR CH'QHl 
— ^rs m TO TO CTO1 TOTCTF ^TTOfH— WtlTO ^®rSTCH ^ HtfTO C^H 
TOl TOTG^ I fnfjfro TOT report CH'QHl ^TH, TO C^tC^ I TOR f^- 

fTO TO notice cTO TO HI «1T^H CHTJCHI mv 

HCHT (TKl C*T^H1 CTO TOl TO CTO HI HtTH I TO R CH^T Hfaf HCTO 

CH firro ^*Ri fircTOH— TOl ^tottoh tow — ch^ to hh to hto cmt'a hTO i 
TO^TO^i CHHi ^1, TO^ cTO, CTO c*r8Hi TH frpTO C«'*f1 CTO, CHlffi 
c^ TOl TOtCTO loss TOCW I TOTO CHH! Sft'S f^H I TO TO - 

HCTO^ ^ TO HHCWH 1943^15 CH Hf%*H TOfWH. HtTO ?RTO <7# 

^ fH C^TO TOl ^"R 4^ Th^ logic ^tCW 

5?l I IWSra Cf •ffew TOrf^, C’lfr defiuit ^ICwt VOTW 

justification vft^ ^ ’"ttWI ^50 »ttft 'S’R fW I 

a Tt’R fVg Wfl finrtC«M ^ «fn5 TOrf^ I 
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A wnr (?r deficit budget ^ doubleiil^ Opf) I ^ 

VTT ^ orPf CW*T I ^ I 

(TT ^ ^ OT1 

^■TstiTr i c^ ■y<c^m ^ i 

: y v nr iy( ^^ Cur^Tl I (TT^ftl^T ^rfSR'Q^ fipft^^rs 

fipT trf^ flRtffe *f1 -stw ^ ’RR^n C^TSTRr quota f^sT 0,008 bales 

afVaR T p f; C^RTtff tff^ 0,008 bales I ^ November 

^ vf$T^ :>V ^ (TT^ O^ 0,600 bales | ^ vi)^r=r (TT 

cwr^nir vil^m vbO ^ CSTtm ^ (TRftr^ trf% quota fsrer 0,008 bales, 

^ tJb ^“ItlTT <7T<ftC^ C^ ^'Tt^ 0,600 bales I C^ftl^l (TT^tlZR f¥ 

^ i <r c^ ’OTRt TOn:^, (7rt^3 ^ c»f^, 
^StlJTSfS ^ fesT I ^ ^rCTS 

^ (TTttiTr ^rtOTf :)b ^titt i cn^ftiOT c^tt^ ^^ 11:15!^ ^arstr^ 

^ T?:?r c*f^ 1 ^ c^ c^r ?rfe- 

¥fm ^CSR ^ CW ^artNatV^ ft I 'SRT’R, 

yi CTW post-war reconstruction JRTl '<3^ ^ 

^S TCr^T I ^ft ftr^l ^ C^ C*m^ nrc^ ^O C^ ^ deficit 5t<^ 

(?r^ (Tfl (TT^ ^«f TO post-war reconstruction^ij^ CTO iRR 

^^rtro, TO c^y TOi ft*jur toc? ^ i Rtft 

5ft«3Ti (ififTit^ (Tipir TfH 1 cTO tjror^ c?to 

irBR:5T^ ur^ri cw to^ ft^’l to i (TT^^rt cTOf ^ 

^1 r?r ?ft <i3^ (TUft C^ ^1 deficit 

post-war reconstruction C^R T*R ^TO Rtft 

^1 I cn? ftf C^ Rfft TO (R ij^ TOSR TO] 

TOTS TO ^1 TOC5 1 "srtft budget Rtr^BTO TOfftTO (R 
C^ TOTl <4]^ RTTO CTO FST-s^S TOl ^^•^T^?r TOTl ftfC^ 

TO]?t ^1 I TOT) cTOU5 To ?CTO ^‘41 ^ (RU5 TOl ^'f^T ftOT 

^ lim ^ 'ii’f; TO cb^i TOftTO^TOwm toto 

I fro ^CTO CTO^ ^ ftcsTO TO<f] '3 (?T Wn" 

TO'^ f^ • Rtw c<Wi ^ft Rtft ^ft 

^^3 '^51 TOI?R ^1 TOl 'iJ’R TOtY ’TOR ft I Rtft 'iJTO^? sugges- 
tion ftr$ ’Itft. viJ^R Marwari Association^ TO5 ?t:TO TO 

^ m '$TTO RPRI TO5 -’ttft I wftTO^I TO (7TTTO TO TO, 

^^TORSTO tor tot Court of Wards ^sftc^ fro TOR ^rift'O^tr^ TO TOR 
TOT C^R, Court of Wards | ^ — ^ttCTOTfTO ^tU5 ^ frRl RtCf — TOTO 

Associations 9tU5 TO ftC-T ftj TORl 5TO ’ItlR I 

Adjournnient 

The House was then adjmirned at 7-^10 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 21st February, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 

the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assemuly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wedneailay, 
the SUt February, 1945, at 4 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Dejuity Si)eaker (Mr. Syed jAi.Ai.rDDiN I1\shkmy> in the Chair, 
12 Hon’ble Ministers and 188 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answer* were given) 

Increment of family allowance for security prisoner Babu Dehendra Nath 

aha. 

*28. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in chari^e of the Homo Department be pleased to state whether 
security prisoner Bahu Debendra Nath dha of Mulda district at present 
lodged in the Kajshahi (’entral .fail has sent several petitions to the Govern- 
ment praying for incnunenl of his family allowance grunted by the Govern- 
ment y 

(5) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(i) whether his family members consisting of six or seven persons are 

entirely dependent on his income; 

(ii) whether, while he is in jail, bi.s small zamindary (Touji No. 101) 

was sold by the Government for non-payment of revenue ; 

<u0 whether he also lost his income from mango business and agriculture 
due to his continued detention in jail; 

(ir) whether he has other source of income left; 

{v) whether his son and daughters have been compelled to suspend their 
studies in schools, for want of money; and 
(ri) whether his wife, who has been ailing for a long time, has not been 
getting any medical aid for want of money? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of increasing 
the amount of his family allowance without any further delay ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

yh) (i) Wife and four minor children only are dependent on the prisoner'# 
income from landed property and mango business. 

(it) My information is that the property in question was recorded in tlie 
names of Kaj Kumar Misra and Inara Bhusan Misra and this property was 
sold in 1942 for arrear of revenue. 

(nO Yes. 

(ti?) He has no other source of income. 

(v). I have no information. 

(vr) His wife is ailing for some time past hut she has doctors amongst 
her relations in the village. 

(c) A family allowance of Its.20 per month was first sanctioned with effect 
from his date of arrest (4th September, 1942) and this has been increased 
to Ks.BO per month with effect from 1st April, 1943. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: In view of the admission by 
Government in reply to question (h) (Hi) that the security prisoner lost 
his income from liiango business and agriculture due to his continued 
detention in jail, will the Government be pleased to consider the desirabi- 
lity of enhancing his family allowance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; He^as not totally lost his income 
from the landed property and from the mango business, but because of his 
detention there has been some annual loss. 

»Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In view of the admitted fact that 
his children are solely dependent on him, will the Horrble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of enhancing the family allowance 
of that gentleman? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The case of this security prisoner 
was reviewed and an enhancement was granted with effect from the 1st 
of April, 1943. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: In view of the admitted fact that 
the gentleman has got 5 children dependent on him, will the Ilon’hle 
Minister he pleaesd to reconsider his case? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated in reply 
to Mr. Atiil Chandra Kumar that there is some income from the landed 
property and from the mango business though there has been some annual 
loss in the income. But the income is there. 

Ralaata of Babu Sudhir Chandra Kusarii a security prisonerp on ground of 

health. 

*29. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAZUMDAR: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department aware — 

(i) that security prisoner Babu Sudhir Chandra Kusari of Dacca, at 

S esent detained in the Dum Dum Central Jail, is suffering from 
elancholia and has developed symptoms of mental derange- 
ment; and 

(u) that some of his relations applied to the Government to hand him 
over to their custody under such restrictions and with such securi- 
ties from them including even their homestead and all other 
immovable properties, as the Government may think fit and 
proper P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what actions the Government have taken or contemplate 
to take in the matter ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is consider- 
ing the desirability of placing the said security prisoner in the custody of his 
abovemen tioned relations ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon'bl© Minister be 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 

Khan Bahiulur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’hle Khwaja 
Sir Nathnuddin): (a) U) Th^ prisoner has been suffering from mental 
depression hut his connition^has since improved. 

(m) Tea. 

(6) to (d) His case has been duly considered and I am not satisfied that; 
his release on medical grounds is necessary. He is getting all necessary 
treatment in jail. 
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Res ftmily aliomim of StaU prltonor Babu HoUi CHamlra fiana. 

•30. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon hle 

Minister in charge of the Home Dei>artment be pleased to state — 

(a) when and after what consideration the family allowance of security 
prisoner Sri jut Netai Chandra Jana was fixed; 

(h) whether any representations were receiveil from him regarding the 
inadequacy of that allowau(‘e; 

(c) whether he is aware that Sri jut Jana’s father had to sell his house 

at Baidyal)ati to maintain the family ; and 

(d) whether he is considering the desirability of increasing the allowance 

granted to Srijut Jana’s family in consideration of their continue<i 
hardship? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’bte Khwaja 

Sir Nazimuddin): b/) The honourable member perhaps means State 
prisoner Babu Netai Chandra Jana. As he had no fixed income before 
his detention, the family allowance in his case was fixed at Rs. 50 
per month on the needs of the family in November, 1948, and it is 
being paid wdth effect from the 27th May, 1943 (date of his arrest). Besides 
this he has also been granted a |)ersonal allowance of Rs.30 |X'r month. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) 1 have no information. 

(d) No, 


Jail visitors for Dinajpur JaH. 


‘SI. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNOU: (n) Will thf Hon'ble 
m charge of the Home (.Tails) Deimrtment l)e pleased to state 


Minister 


(/) the name of jail visitors otficial and non-official for ordinary and 
security prisoners for Dinajinir Jail for the years 1942 1943 and 

1944; ‘ » A uuu 


(ii) the dates when these visitors visited the jail in the years 1942, 1943 
and 1944 with i^articular reference to the dates when the visitors 
for the security jirisoners visited the jail in the years 1942 1943 
and 1944; and ' ’ ’ 

(hi) whether Mr, Abdul Jablwir, Mr. Kador Buksh, m.l.c., 

Mr. Shyama Prasad Barman, and Mr. Hafisiuddm Chowl 

dhur\^ were and are jail visitors for the Dinajpur Jail? 

(5) If the reply to (a) (hi) is in the affirmative, will the HonTyJo Minister 
be pleased to state — 


(i) the jjeiiod between which they were and are visitors; 

(n) whether they were and are visitors ior the swiirity prisoners; 

(ut) whether they visited the security prisoner; 

(tv) if SO, the dates of their visits during the period they w^cre or are 
visitors ; 

(v) whether the Dinajpur Jail is within their coiistituen< ies ; and 
(ri) whether they permanently live in the Dinajpur town? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pfeased to state — 

(/) whether there is any M.D.A. or M.T/.f’., wlm j.ermanently lives in 
the town of Dinajpur; 

Hi) who are the M.L.As. and M.L.Cs. in Dinajpur within whose consti- 
tuencies the Dinajpur district Jail is; 

^”9 .yhether Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., was ever a jail visitor; 
(tr) if 80, the period for which he was the visitor; and * 

(v) the dates when he vjsited the jail during his incumbency as a visitor? 
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Khtii Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahaif of the HonHile Khwaja 
fir Nazimuddin): (a) (i) and (ii) and (6) (in) and (iv) A statement is 
laid on the Library Table. 

(a) (m) and (b) (i) Mr. Abdul Jabbar, m.l.a., and Mr. Kader Baksh, 
M.L.C., were visitors from 6th September, 1943, to 5th September, 1944, and 
Mr. Shyama Prasad Barman, and Mr. Hahzuddin Chowdhury, 

M.L.A., are visitors from 3rd October, 1944, till 2nd October, 1945. 

(ti) Mr. Kader Baksh, m.l.c., and Mr. Abdul Jabbar, m.l.a., were visitors 
for security prisoners between 18th July, 1942, and 3rd October, 1944. 

(v) and (vi) The IKnajpur Jail is not within the constituencies of Me.ssrs. 
Abdul Jabbar, m.l.a., and Hahzuddin Chowdhuiy, m.l.a., but they have 
their residence in the town of Dinajjmr. 

(c) (i) and (ui) Yes. 

a Messrs. Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., Golam Rabbani, m.l.a., 
anobis and Khan Bahadur Mukhlesur Rahman. 

(iv) From 28th May, 1940, to IDth July, 1941. 

(v) I have no information. 

Fwiiily aliowanoe for Babu fourindra Kishore Datta Chowdhury, a security 

prisoner. 

•32. Mr. ilNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (n) Will the 
Hon’ble Ministi^r in cbar^re of the Home (Jails) llejwrtment l)e jdeased to 
state whether ii is a fact — 


(?) that a family allowance had been grunted to security prisoner Babu 
Soiirindra" Kishore Dutta Obowdhuiy of Noakhali, at present 
detained in the l)um Dum (Vntrul Jail, for his mother and sister 
with her children ; 


(it) that l)efore receiving any portion of the granted allowance his mother 
died ; 


(Hi) that the payment of allowance has In^en sto]>pcd : 

(ir) that his sister is getting no allowanee; 

(i?) that his sister, whose husband had ])ec()me a and lelt home 

long before, was and is deiiendent on hini for maintenance with 
her children ; 

(e?) Hmt Ins shop at Keni, Noakhali, was destroyed during the Japanese 
air raid in April, 1943; , 

(vii) that no eomi>ensation has yet lMM*n paid to him ; and 

(Hit) that his family members have fallen in great financial distress? 

(b) If the answers to (o) are in the uflirmative, will the lion ble Minister 
be pleased to stale whether he is considering the desirability of grunting au 
allowance to his sister or transferring the granted allowance to her? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will he he pleased to state 
the reason thereof? 


(d) If the answers to (a)(ri3 and (vii) are in the aftinuative, will the 
Hon ’hie Minister lie pleased to state — 

(t) whether and when he may get compensation for the destruction of 
his shop at Feni ; and 
(it) if not, the reasons thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bMialf o( tha Handle Khwaja 
Sir Naiimuddin): (o) (») The ftmily allowance of Rs. 25 per month was 
sanctioned for the mother of fhe security prisoner only. 


(n) to (tr) Yea. 

(v) and (viii) I have no such information. x.* j. 

(vit) and (6) to (d)l invite the honourable member s attention to Xh» 
re|dy given to starred question No. 38 on the 23rd November, 1944. 
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Rio» produotlon in Bangil. 

•13. Khiii Bahadur ABDUt WAHAB KHAH: Will the Hon’ble Mink- 
ter in charge of the Agriculture Department he pleased to state— 

(a) what are the latest figures in respect of production of rice — thana 
by thana — of each subdivision of the Bakarganj district; and 

(h) the area of lands brought under cultivation — subdivision by subdivi- 
sion? 


MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyid MuaziaimiMn Hoeain): {a) Thanawar 
figures are not available. Estimated subdivisional figures for 194‘b44 are 
given below : — 

Mds. 


Perojpur 

Patuaidiali 

Bhola 

Sadar 


4,845,996 

8,474,876 

4,687,817 

6,329,581 


(b) The estimated area under cultivation (including double-cropped area) 
in 1943-44 is shown below : — 


Perojpur 

Patuakbali 

Bhola 

Sadar 


Acres. 

311,150 

141,000 

407,800 

1,095,050 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(aniwen to which were laid on the table) 


Vagrants Home at Mihalandi, Mumhidabad. 

7. Dr. NALINAK8HA 3ANYAL: Will the Hon'blc Mini.stcr in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Selt-Uoverninent Dopaitmcnt bo pleased to 
state — 

{(i) what is the jyie.sent i^osiiion of work in the Vagrants Homo ut 
Mahulaiuli in the di.strict of Murshidabad; 

(5) when Ihe Iniildii^gs were leady for occuiKition ; 

(c) what are the .stuff apjM)inted showing the (Ai dates of apjK)intinenl 
of each and (B) monthly remuneration for each; 

{(I) what are the niiinWi^ of \agrant.s lodged therein at the end of eac h 
month commencing from the first month when the Home was 
oi>ened; and 

(c) what is the total exiienditure incurred on (i) capital account and 
{it) revenue account for the said Vagrants Home up to the latest 
available date? 

The Hon’ble Khtn Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) and 

(5) The construction of the permanent Vagrants Homes at Mahalandi baa 
not yet been completed but is being proceeded with as rapidly as possible 
in the circumstances. No date can however be quoted for their opening. 
Pending (ompletion of these Homes, two temporary Homes have been opened 
in Calcutta, one for adults at 24, Canal South Hoad, and another for 
childhen at 17, Canal Street, Calcutta: 

ic) A statement A is laid on the Table. 

(d) A statement B is laid on the Table showing numbers of vagrants in 
Calcutta Homes. 

(e) A statement C is laid on the Tal^e. 
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A 


Statement referred to in reply to clause ^< 7 ) of unstarred question No, 7, 
shomng the staff of the Vagrcmts Homes. 



Rs. 

I Controller of Vagrancy 

... 750 

6 Managers, Vagrants Home 

. 300 each 

6 Assistant Managers, Vagrants Home 

.. 90 

4 Medical Officers, 2 on 

.. 100 „ 

2 on 

. . 76 „ 

2 Compoimders 

36 „ 

1 Hea<l Clerk 

80 

14 Clerks 

36 each 

1 Accountant 

60 

1 Typist 

45 

4 Head Warders 


I Head Wardress 

> 30 €‘ach 

66 Warders 


21 Wardresses 

■ * ^ 22 each 

2 Orderlies 

16 eacdi 

7 Office peons 

13 

1 Bus driver 

36 

1 Bus cleaner 

12 

21 Cooks 

18 eacli 

17 Sweepers 

12 

2 Domes 

12 ” 

5 Store coolies 

12 „ 

2 Hospital coolies 

12 „ 

3 Barbers, 1 on 

30 

2 on 

14 each 

6 Dhobis 

16 M 


5th May, 1942. 

1942, different dates, May, August, 
December, 

1943, April-May. 

1943, May, July, October. 

1944, August. 

Ist August, 1942. 

Different daUNB according to neeessitv, 
1942-44. 

Different dates in 194.3-44. 

Different dates 1942-44. 

1942, May, December. 

Different dates in 1942. 

7th March, 1943. 

1st August, 1943. 

Diffeient dates in 1943-44. 

Different dates in 1943-44. 

2l8t August, 1943. 

Different dates in 1943-44. 

August, 1943. 

8th Septeml)er, 1943. 

Different dates in 1943. 

Different dates in 1943-44. 


B 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (d) of unstarred question No. 7, 
showing the numbers of \ a grants lodged in the Vagrants Homes at the 
end of each month, cfmmencing from the first month when the Home 
was opened. 


Vagrants locked up on the — 

3l8t August, 1943 


Male 

Home. 

587 

Female 

Horne. 

109 

Cliildren 

Home. 

30th September, 1943 


672 

118 


3 1st October. 1943 


647 

111 


30th November, 1943 


610 

132 


31st December, 1943 


687 

137 

32 

31st Januar>', 1944 


649 

133 

26 

29th February, 1944 


681 

152 

64 

3 Ist March. 1944 


473 

145 

102 

30th April, 1944 


621 

182 

132 

31st May, 1944 


668 

174 

136 

30th June, 1944 


571 

176 

123 

31st July. 1944 


671 

178 

131 

31st August. 1944 


657 

163 

154 

30th September. 1944 


667 

140 

166 

3 Ist October, 1944 


576 

161 

168 


N.B , — Male and Female Homen were openwl on the 2nd August. 1943, and the Children 
Home wtut opened on the 9th December, 1943. 

0 

Statement referred to in reply^ia clause (e) of uvstarred question No» 7, 
showing total erpenditure on Vagrants Home on capital and revenue 
occdtinf up to the 30th September, 1944, 

Rs. 

To Capital Account . . . . 2,10,263 

To ReWnue Account 7,22,430 
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Oft NALIHAKSjHA 9ANYAL: With reference to the answer con- 
tained in Statement A regarding the staff employed from 1942 onwards, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what duties each of thOvse 
respective staff api)ointed from 1942 performed when there were no 
vagrants’ homes at all constructed and completed? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In the reply itself the 
honourable member will find that there were some temporary liomes opened 
in Calcutta. Some of these officers were in charge of the temporary 
vagrants’ homes and some were in charge of the construction at 
Mahalandi. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I invite the attention of the 
honourable member to Statement A in reply to question (rl from which 
it will be seen that 1 (Controller of Vagrancy, (> Mnnagtus, Vagrants’ 
Home, 1 Head Clerk, 14 Clerks, 1 Accountant, 1 Typist, (>5 W^irders, 21 
Wardresses, 7 office peons, etc., appear to have been appointed on differ- 
ent dates in 1942. The Calcutta vagrants’ homes were set up in tlie last 
part of 194d. So, my (juestion is what work these estimable jjentlemen 
appointed and paid salaries out of public funds did during this period 
up to the end or middle of 194^1 when some of them might have been 
working in the Calcutta homes? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD. Schemes wer4> being drawn up 
by tlie Controller of Vagrancy with the help of those officers and preli- 
minaries were gone into with their help also. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minister be ^tleased 
to state if Government have ascertained whether the assistanee of six 
managers, (>5 warders and 21 wardresses were necessary to draw \ip tlie 
scheme referred to? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: All these men were not 
appointed on a particular day but very few of them were actually 
appointed before the opening of the Home. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: So the wardresses weie required to 
draw up the scheme? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I cannot give the actual 
dates of appointment but very few of them were npjiointed before the 
opening of the Home. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What were the very few wardresses 
doing there before the Home was started? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: They were ie.,uii I P* make 
arrangements for receiving the vargrants in the Home. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Will the HoiCble Minisfei be pleased 
to state why this staff of warders, wardresses, orderlies and (jfli* e j»eon8 
and assi^tan^ managers and managers w’ere appointed when there no 
work to be d»me by them except the work of drawing u|» schiutjes? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No wardresses were ap- 
pointed before 1943 and I cannot give the actual dates of their appriint- 
ment^ Only one clerk was appointed in 1942, I mean, the head clerk 
aa^ only two orderlies were appointed in 1942. Office peons were ap- 
points 2 along with the njipotniment of the managers. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased 
to state if Government bad made any attempt to enquire as to bow far 
these expenses on revenue account during the year 1942 and the early 
part of 1943 were justified? 
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KKan Sahib iHAMIOUDDIN AHMAD: I have already stated thal 
some officers were necessary for drawing up the scheme and for having 
preliminaries arranged for receiving the vagrants. 

Df, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

state if (Government held any inquiry as to whether the staff appointed 
did any work or were justified in drawing salaries from the public fund? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: No occasion arose for an 
en(iniry because Government was of opinion that the officers were appoint- 
ed in time and that they had enough work. 

Dr, NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: W’^ill the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state, with reference to the amount of Rs. 7,22,480 spent up to 
September, 1944, how much of that sum of Rs. 7,22,480 on revenue 
account was spent during the period when there were no Calcutta homes 
started ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Df, NALIHAKSHA SANYAL: W^ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in view of the de])lorable state of affairs regarding the setting 
up ol vagrants’ homes Government is considering the desirability, of en- 
quring into the circumstances leading to this failure and examining how 
far the present Secretary of the l 40 cal Self-Government and Public Health 
I)e^)artment is personally responsible and liable to damages for this 
delin([uency? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 submit this (question does 
not arise. My friend assumes that there has been something wrong in 
the vagrants’ homes which (iovernment do not admit. 


Vagrants Home at Mahalandi in the district of Murshidabad. 

S. Mr. S. A. SALIM: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local SelMjovernment (Civil llefence) Department be 
pleaseil to state whether it is a fact that the construction work of the per- 
manent Vagrants Homes at Mahalandi is at a standstill at present y 

(b) If 80, will the Hon’ble Minister 1)© pleased to state what are the 
reasons thereof and who selected this site for this jmriKise? 

(c) W^ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(») who is the authority that checked and passed for payment the bills 
of all the contractors in connection with the construction work 
at Mahalandi ; 

(u) how much money has un till now been spent towards the above 
construction work ; ana 

(Hi) whether there has been any loss of Government money due to the 
postponement of the construction work there? 

(d) Is it a fact that the Controller of Vagrancy is partly responsilde for 
the affairs mentioned in item (a) above? 

(e) If so, wdll the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the 
Government projKJse to take in this resiiect ? 

Tht Hon’bla Khan Bahadwr Mauivi dALALUDDlN AHMAD; (a) and 

(h) Construction work — other than that in connection with the sanitation of 
the Mahalandi Vagrants Home — undertaken departmentally under the super- 
vision of the District Engineer, Murshidabad, has been stopped, pending 
transfer of supervision to Communications and Works Department. 
Arrangements preliminary to this transfer, which have taken some time, are 
expected to be completea shortly. 
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The selection of site was made by the Controller of Vagrancy and Babu 
P, Roy Cnowahurv, Special Officer, and approved by Government on the 
recommendation of the then Director of Public Health. 

(c) (i) Bills were chwked first by the Ikistrict Engineer, Murshidabad, 
and then by the Controller of Vagrancy. In resiiect of bills received sub« 
sequ^t to the stoppage of the works, additional rheck bv Communications 
und Works Department is being made. 

(ii) R8.2, 10,203. 

(iti) and (d) No. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Amendment of Bengal Mining Settlements Act, 1S12. 

9i Mfi ISWAR DAS JALAN* Ii\ ill the liou ble Miiiisler in iliarge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Deinirtment be pleased to 
state — 

(a) whether the attention of Government has been drawn to the necessity 
of amending the Bengal Mining Settlements Act, 1012, with a 
view’ to provide l>etter (onditions of health to the miners iind to 
secure m'cessarv resources for the same; 

(h) whether Goyeriimeut have under examination any scheme for 
reorganisation of the Asansol Mines Board of Health, and if so, 
w'hat are the main outlines of the same ; 
p') whether Government have received any suggestion from any Medical 
Association for amending the Mining Settlements Act, 1912, suit- 
ahly ; and 

(d) whether Government are considering the desirability of maintaining 

a pr(>i>erly eipiipiied publicity motor van and a central hospital 
in the coal field for tne welfare of and jmhlic health propaganda 
amongst miners? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (n) and 

(r) Yes. 

(h) Yes; hut the main outlines have not yet been settled. 

id) The matters will be considered along with the question of amendment 
of the Act. 


Recruitment of Lawyer^Maglstratea. 


10i Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI* Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of applications received up to dale by Ihe Public Service 
Commission for appointment of Lawyer- Magi si rates ; 

{b) the number of them that were recommended foi appointmenl by the 
Commission ; 

(r) the number that were ac^tually af>pointed by the Government; and 
(d) the reason for* not appointing the rest? 


The Hon’ble Ktimja 8ir NAZIMUODIN: (a) 1,002. 

{b) 148. 

(c) 60. 

a Recruitment of a further number of I>awyer-Magistrate« is still under 
eration of Government. 

Cattle-lilting olfenoee in and around Krishnagar town. 


11. Dr. MALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

ia) whether Government are aware of a number of cases of cattle-lifting 
. in and around Rrishnagar town during the current year 1044; 
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(6) whether proper enquiries have been made into reports of cattle the! 
received by the police during the period ; 

(c) whether it is a fact that the local police wanted the assistance o 

some special staff to detect the crime; 

(d) whether the Subdivision al Officer, Sadar, Krishnagar, has receive 

any petitions from the victims of such crimes praying fo 
adequate protection ; 

<c) what steps have been taken on such petitions, if received; 

(f) whether it is a fact that the area in and around villages Jhitkipob 
and Baruihuda within police-station Krishnagar, have beei 
notorious in regard to cattle-lifting; and 

((/) wliether Government have so tar taken or are pro]>osing to take an; 
special measures to check the crim^ of cattle-lifting in ani 
around Krishnagar? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) Yes, 4 cases of cattle-lifting 
And 4 cases of missing of stray cattle have been reported so far. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) and (/) No. 

(d) One such petition w^as received. 

(e) After judice inve8tigmti<m all the.se were found to be cases of the miss 
ing of cattle when straying. Tlie towui and the rural police have beer 
directed to be on the look-out for stray cattle and to inform the thana when- 
ever any are found. On receipt of such information proper publicity iS 
given and efforts ar(‘ made to find out the owner of such missing cattle. 

(/;) No sjMH'ial measure is considered neces.sary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of 4 cases of cattle-lifting 
and 4 (‘asea of missing of stray cattle reported in the area, will the 
Hoii’ble Minister be pleased to state why no hf)ecial arrangement was 
made as referr(*d to in ans>\er to cheek the crime in and around the 
Krishnagar town? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: During the whole period ot 12 
montlis only 4 c'a.ses of cattle-lifting and 4 cases of missing ot -stray 
cattle occurred and, therefore, it wu.s not considered necessary to take 
any special staff for the purpose of controlling the crime. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Is it a fact that the local police 
verbally complained to the Subdivisional Officer regarding the inadequacy 
of their staff* to stop such occurrences? 

Khan B^adur MOHAMMED ALI; No, Sir. On the other hand, 
Government’s information is that the local authorities consider the staff 
addiuate to deal with these — only four cases of cattle-lifting and four 
cases of missing of stray cattle. 

Catti^lifting in and around Krishnagar town. 

12. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8; ia) Will the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact— 

(t) that there have been jiumerous c ases of cattle-lifting in and around 
Krishna^r town within the last few months ; 

{it) that the police of the locality pleads overworked and helplessness in 
detecting such crimes for want of special staff; and 

(m) that an application on behalf of the sufferers has Wn made to the 
Subdivisional Officer, Krishnagar? 

(h) If BO, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state (i) what steps 
have been taken thereon and (n) what has bwn ttie result? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that there are several ex-convicts in and around 

the villag'e of Baruihuda, police-station Erishnagar, where cattle- 
lifting has occurred in large number; and 
(n) whether the Government propose — 

(1) to depute special staff to detect and prevent the crime by 
binding down the suspects and levying collective fines, and 
(2i to keep a special eye on the exporters of cattle who pass 
through Krishnagar to Calcutta with their herds and on the 
lo(^al butchers, who are suspected of buying some of the 
stolen cattle? 

The Hoii’ble Khwali Sir NAZIMUODIN: (a) (t), (ti) and (c) (it) No. 

(Hi) Yes. 

{b) (i) The cases mentioned in the application have been found on enquiry, 
to be those of cattle straying and found missing. The town and the rural 
police have been directed to he on the look-out for cattle straying and to 
inform the police-station whenever any such cases are found. Proper publi- 
city is given to all such information, when received, and efforts are made 
to find the owners of such missing cattle. 

(ii) None of the stray cattle have been traced up to date. 

(c) (i) Ye.s: but during the last 12 months only 4 cases of cattle-lifting 
and 4 cases of missing of stray i*attle were reported. 

Collection of Rod Cross Fund at District 8ul>-Registrtr*8 Offloo, iankuri. 

13. S|. MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of tlie Kducation (Registration) Department be pleased to state — 

(/t whether any collection has been made for the Red Cross Fund at the 
office of the District Sub-Regi.strar at Rankura ; 

(?i) if so, how’ much has been collected and credited to the Fund; and 
(in') whether jieople attending the said office were made to contribute to 
the Fund at certain rate levied for each deed executed?* 

(b) It the ansv^er to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, is the Ron 'hie Minister 
considering the desirability of stopping this method of collection? 

The Hon’Me Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; (a) (t) Yes 

(ti) A sum of Rs.201-10 only. 

(lii) No. 

(b) Doe.s not a'rise. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anawm were giren) 

Train aootdents at Keotkhtli, Mymensingfw 

•37. Maharaja BHUPENDRA CHANDRA 8INCHA, of 8uaan|S Will * 

the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Communications and Works Depart- 
ment he pleased to state — 

(u) whether there have been several accidents on aicount of passengers 
sitting on the top of moving train.s while passing below the 
bridge at Keotkhali (near the Mymensingh railway station), along 
which the Bhairab line pas8e.s (in the Bengal and Assam Railway 
section ) ; 


8 
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(6) how many cases of accidents have taken place from January, 1943, 
to 30th November, 1944, in that way; 

(c) how many have proved fatal ; and 

(d) what measures have been taken to prevent recurrence of such acci- 

dents ? 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna 
Pain), (a) Yes. 

(h) Ten. 

(c) Six. 

{d) 1 am informed that the Railway Administration have issued instruc- 
tions to Station Masters and (tuards to see that passengers found travelling 
on roi>fs of carriages or on footlK)ardH aie taken off even at the cost of deten- 
tion to trains. The feasibility of in< ieasing the clearance ol the over-lnidge 
at Keotkhali is under examination of the Railway Administration. It is 
also iffommed by them to convert goods sUn k fof use of irassengers on brunch 
line trains and* utilise coaching stock thus released foi strengthening main 
line trains. It is expected that this will improve the position. 

Molestation of womon by military men. 

*3S. Dr. NALINAK8HA BANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state— 

la) whether the attention of Government has been drawn to a number 
of cases of outrages on respectable women and unauthorised entry 
into private dwelling houses with a view to criminal acts by mili- 
tary men, Indian and Foreign, in the city and suburbs of 
Calcutta ; 

(b) What action has been taken by Government — 

(t) to punish the miscreants, and 

(ti) to prevent the recurrence of such misdeeds ; 

(c) whether Government are aware that on the night of 31 st October, 

1944, two Europeans in Naval uniform forcibly entered certain 
houses in Howrah town within the jurisdiction of Golabari police- 
station and molested and outraged a respectable girl and threaten- 
ed the householders with revolvers; 

(d) whether the movements of these two men were duly reported to the 

local police-station and, if so, what action was taken by the i>olice; 

(f) whether the miscreants were captured at the spot with the help of 
local residents that very night; and 

(/) what action, if any, has been taken to bring the criminals to book 
and to save the life and honour of women in such areas ? 

The Hon'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) There have been eight 
cases of unauthorised entry into private dw’elling houses by military men in 
the city of Calcutta and suburbs and no case of outrage on any respectable 
woman. 

(h) (i) Of these eight cases, three are under investigation and another is 
before a Court Marti^. The other four cases were reported to the U.S.M. 
Police who arranged for special patrols in the area. 

(ti) dose liaison is encourfl^ed with the military ofiBioers. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) and (e) The men were arrested by the police at the spot in the presence 
ol local residents and brought to the police-station. 

t A case has been instituted at Golabari police-station and charge-sheet 
m suhonitted. 
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Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answers {a) and (c) 
will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state how he reconciles the two 
wherein in the first case he says that there has been no case of outrage on 
any respectable woman and in answer to (c) he admits that there was a 
ca^ in Qolabari police-station in which a respectable girl was outraged 
and molested? 

The Hon’ble Khwaji Sir NAZIMU.DDIN: When I first read this 
answer, it struck me also, but I am surpriseii that Dr. Sanyal has not 
seen the catch in it. The question {a) is about Calcutta and suburbs. As 
regards (c), it is about Howrah, and that is a different municipality. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the Calcutta Police Act applies to certain 
parts of Howrah as well? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That may he so; but as far 

as HoWrah is concerned, Howrah is never considered as a suburb of 
('alcutta. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the HotPble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Calcutta Police Act and certain sections of the Calcutta 
Municiiial Act also apply to Howrah? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; The Calcutta Police has no 
jurisdiction over Howrah. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Does not the Calcutta Police Act 
apply to Howrah? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a different mutter. 

Dr. NALINAKAHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state which court has been trying this case referred to in answer (c)? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: One of the Deputy 
Magistrates of Howrah is trying this case. 

Dr. NALINAK8MA 8ANYAL: Are the culprits free or under bail 
or under detention? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The case is sub judicr. 
I have not got any further information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the police of Golabari tbanu were duly iniormed 
of the actual attempt of these two culprits to enter respectable houses in 
that locality and although long time w'as permitted to elapse, the police 
did not appear promptly at the scene? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: My information is other* 
wise. They appeared promptly, they arrested them and took them to the 
thana. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the two culprits were inside the house for 
nearly half an hour and the police were standing outside watching when 
the two culprits were continuing their rape and assault on the girls 
inside? 

Tht Hon’hIo Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have no information. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that a young boy 
Lankeshwar Sadhukhan of the locality residing at 12, Atul Ghose Lane, 
who was attracted by the shouts of the mother of the girl raped appeared 

the scene and it was he who first tried to catch the miscreants and not 
^e police? 
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Tht Hon’IMt Kliliftjft Sir NAXIMUDDINs I do not think there ie 
any dispute about these things and, in anv case, the matter is sub judice. 
From tne question itself it appears that tne police was not present at the 
time when this gentleman tried to arrest. Evidently, as soon as the 
police came, they took over charge, if the statement of the honourable 
member is correct, but anyhow the matter, as it stands now, is that the 
police did arrest them, the police took them over to the thana and they 
submitted a charge-sheet and the matter is sub judice. 

Dr. NALITIAKtHA 8ANYAL: Will the Eon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the conduct of the police in this connection is a sub judice 
matter? 

Tha Hoffble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not that I know of. 

Dr NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, my question is in that connec- 
tion, Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that 
three police constables appeared at the scene after about half an hour 
since the information was given to them and when the soldiers were 
actually still continuing their misbehaviour in Bishnu Babu’s house, 
they appeared but did not attempt to save the girls? 

Tho Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have got no information 
of this kind and no report of this character has reached me. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that when the soldiers 
were making their way out of the house to escape, Lankeswar Babu who 
was waiting struck on the shoulder of one of the soldiers with a latJu 
and the soldier fired a revolver which fell from his hand after he struck 
and then the police came near the man? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This might he. I have 
got no information and besides these questions are suh judice. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Why take shelter under this plea? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no question of 
shelter. 1’his has got nothing to do with that. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hou ble Minister be 
pleased to state if this (K)vt3rnment has any power to prevent recurrence 
of such highhandedness and brutal acts of the military? 

Thf Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No Government in the 
world anywhere has power to stop all crimes. In this particular (‘ase, 
action was taken promptly and the man is being tried for his crime 
according to the law that lias been provided. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: \Vill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why there is such delay in the disposal of the case from the dlst 
October to the end of February? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a matter for the 
Magistrate. I have got no information that delay is taking place. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYJ^L: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that thq^'^two culprits are now not in police custody? 

Tht Hofi’bit Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the liaison referred to in answer {b) (it) which is con- 
sidered to be necessary for preventing such crimes? 
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TIi 6 Hon^bli Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: From time to time the 
officers of the Government keep themselves in touch with the military 
authorities and if they find that in any particular area there is any 
recrudescence of crimes of this character, they ask the military autho- 
rities to either put in a patrol system or to take steps to see that these 
thinps are prevented. 

Dr. NALINAKAHA 8ANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the military police patrol themselves 
encourage, if not connive at, some of these kinds of crimes — even they 
instigate some of the soldiers to insult womenfolk* P 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; 1 have had many com- 
plaints of * this kind from various people hut 1 have never heard of a 
complaint of this character. On the other hand, from what I have 
heard, the military police have been always of great assistance to any- 
body who has been assaulted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Hcm’ble Minister l>e pleased 
to consider the desirability of putting plain-clothed dependable imlice 
men at Hrmrah station or at Sealdali to watch the activities of the 
military police at those platforms to discover whether they themselves 
are guilty of insulting behaviour to Indian womenfolk? 

Th6 Hon’blo Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; 1 have received no such 
complaints and until complaints are formally made, we do not think it is 
advihable to take the step. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN; With reference to answer (/), will the 
Hou'ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government have engaged 
any eminent counsel to conduct the prosecution case? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, I do not think anyone 
beyond the usual law officer of Government has been engaged. 


Rationing of eseential oofnmociitiea in districts of BsngtI. 

P*** BANAULLAH; (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the C^vil Supplies Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing, district by district, the agencies through which the rationing of — 
(i) rice, 

(n) kerosene, 

(tii) sugar, 

(it?) salt, and 

(t?) other necessities of life 
is being carried out? 

(b) ^ the Government propose to follow . uniform *y«tem of dintri- 
bution throughout the Province? 


hJ?iIi^I mT® 2 « ‘SSSLfli!? department (th* 

Mon bio Mr. H. 8. Suhraw^): (aS and (h) There i* no general raiinninir 
scheme for areas outside Calcutta and the industrial area but arrangement 
have been made to distribute controlled commodities, such as kerosene, 
^giir and sail m the districts on a rationed Iiasis through local Food Com- 
mittees. fcach head of a family has lieen supplied throughout the Province 
' romposite ration card in which is noted the quantifies of each kind 

of controlled coninioility for which be is eligible. Lists of families eligible 
(o receive rations have Wn prepared by the Village Food Committees and 
TOnsolidated union by union under the supervision of Union Food Committee. 

‘^““““dities is made bv the District Food Committees to 
the Subdivisional Food CommiKees which pass on proportionate allotment, 
•to the Jute Circle Food Committees, which in their turn re-.Ilot them to 
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the Union Food Committee®. The last named committees carry out the 
nctual distribution amongst the people. A list showing the numbers of the 
various Food Committees is laid on the Table. 

A scheme for the modified rationing of foodgrains on a uniform basis in 
certain deficit areas and municipal towns has been put into oj)eration when 
occasion required. 

StateTnent referred to in reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 34. 


Number of Food Cominitteea constituted. 


Nam® of district. 

Viliag® 

Food 

Commit- 

tees. 

Umon 

Food 

Commit- 

tees. 

Jute 

Circle 

Food 

Commit- 

tees. 

Town 

Food 

Commit- 

tees. 

Subdivi- 

sional 

Food 

Commit- 

tees. 

District 

Food 

Commit- 

tees. 

BurdwAQ 

1,956 

188 

32 

5 

4 

1 

Birbhum 

1.492 

174 

27 

2 

2 

1 

Buxkura 

1,074 

125 

20 

3 

2 

1 

Midnapore 

4,362 

434 

63 

7 

6 

1 

Howrah 

636 

82 

8 

1 


1 

Hooghly 

1,321 

126 

21 

1 

3 

1 

24*Parganafl 

2,712 

254 

43 

5 

5 

1 

Khulna 

1,778 

193 

24 

1 

3 

1 

Jeasor® 

3,703 

256 

43 

6 

5 


Mumhidabad 

1,457 

158 

23 

6 

4 

1 

Nadia 

2,015 

266 

42 

9 

5 

1 

Raishahi 

Pabna 

2,666 

185 

30 

3 

3 

1 

2,125 

148 

26 

2 

2 

1 

Bogra 

1.091 

1.34 

22 

2 

1 

1 

Matda 

1,392 

135 

22 

3 

1 

1 

Dinajpur 

2,272 

243 

39 

3 

3 

1 

Rang^iur 

;i,409 

238 

58 

4 

4 

1 

Jalpaifmri 

Darjcmiiig {Siliguri only) 

485 

173 

137 

26 

22 

4 

1 

1 

0 

J 

1 

1 

rhittagoitg 

1.157 

180 

31 

2 

3 

1 

Comil la 

.3,315 

194 

49 

3 

4 

1 

Noai^huli 

2,111 

146 

25 

2 

2 

1 

Dacca 

2,206 

325 

49 

2 

5 

1 

Myinensingh 

4.846 

464 

75 

8 

6 

I 

Faridpur 

3,684 

238 

40 

3 

4 

1 

Bakarganj 

3,103 

303 

39 

6 

5 

I 

ToUl 

57,340 

6,356 

877 

91 

86 

26 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the Food Committees referred to in the answer 
were hardly ever constituted in accordance with the instructions issued by 
Government through pn)per election and through the inclusion of repre- 
sentative members of various political and other parties? 

TjW Hon*bl0 Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDYS No, I do not think this is 
correct, Sir. There have been some cases in which such complaints have 
Wn received and they have been looked into, but generally speaking the 
Village Union Committees have been constituted in accordance with the 
rules. The honourable member also must be aware that there is a provi- 
sion for the reconstitution of ^he Committees annually and this is about 
the time when the Committees will be reconstituted. 

Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
attention has ever been drawn to a number of instances in 
which the local Bood Committees brought to his notice personally the inter- 
ference by ofiicials over the head of the Food Committees in regard to 
distribution of rationed articles? ' 
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Tha Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not understand the 
word “interference'*. The local officials are authorised to supervise the 
distribution W the Food Coniinittees and to puide and advise them. I do 
not consider it interference if they do so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will th<. Hon'ble Mini»t«r be pleased 

to state if it is a fact that complaints have been made in a number of cases 
in which the district and local officials kept reserves (»f a large proportion 
of the essential controlled article.s meant for respective areas in their own 
hands and allowed only a limited portion of articles for distnbuiion through 
respective Food Committees? 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; 1 do not think that that 

would be correct. In some cases reserves have been kept, but they have 
been so kept with the knowledge of the Food Committe<^s and m accordance 
with the rules. There may have been instances when more reserves have 
been kept than usual, and when brought to my notice. I have taken atepe 
to rectify it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the HonTde Minister be pissed 
to state if be has received any representation from the Pabna Town tood 
Committee very recently complaining that the District Magistrate there 
interfered with the proper functioning of that Food Committee as soon as a 
memlK'r of the Muslim League and a member of this House w^ elected 
Chairman of that Food Committee instead of the nominee of the District 
Magistrate, namely, the Suhdivi.sional Officer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Not the Suhdivisional Magis- 
tratc, hut I have received complaints to the effect that the Pabna Town 
Food Committee has been superseded by the District Magistrate of Pabna. 
1 am making an enquiry into it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Under what authority has the District 
Magistrate superseded the functioning of the duly constituted Pabna Town 
Food ( ’ommittet* 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; The District Magistrate has 

authority .so to supersede it, hut it is obvious that although he may have 
the authority, he should not exercise it capriciously, and for that reason 
since a complaint ha.s been brought to my notice, t am looking into the 
matter, and I shall try to ascertain whether he has had good reasons to do 
so or not. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state if he is aware of any District or Suhdivisional Food Committee of 
which there is no official Chairman although the Committe<?s have been 
constituted as claimed in accordance with the instructions issued where 
there was no stipulation of putting official Chairman? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: So far as I am aware the 
Chairmen of the District Food Committee and the Suhdivisional Food 
Committee are the District Magistrate and the Suhdivisional Officer 
respectively. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is that the direction in the rule? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8« 8UHRAWARDYJ Yes, those are the direc- 
tions. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL8 Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the directions in the rules were definitely not for executive officers to 
.become Chairmen, but rather to encouraM the District Judge in the case of 
a District Food Committee to be made the Chairman if he was so willing f 
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TIm Hon’bla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY; No, that is not so. The 

District Jud^fe was encouraged to be the Chairman of the City or the Town 
Food Committee, but not of the district. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what principle has been kid down in the reeervation of special 
supplies in the hands of District or Subdivisional Officers from out of which 
special supplies are to be given to local people, official and non-official P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not think, Sir, that 
there is any such provision that any special supplies should be maintained 
for officials and non-officials, but in certain matters like kerosene oil a 
certain percenta^, something like 10 per cent., has been provided to be 
kept back in order to supply to industries and priorities like war-workers, 
students, and artisans and for special occasions. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that in 
the district of Murshidabad both in regard to the town of Berhampore as 
well as in respect of towns like Lalbagh and Jiagunj-Azimgani a large 
number of tins of kerosene have been kept back from being distributed 
through the Food Committees and are supplied by the local officials not 
only to officials of Government but also to non-officials like Rai Bahadur 
Surendra Narayan Singha and Rripat Singh Dugar and the like, some of 
whom have no public duties to perform? 

The Hoffl’bk Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. I am not aware 
of it. If the honourable member asks me to do so, I shall make an 
enquiry. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that when one Commissioner of the Municipality of 
Jiaganj-Azimganj brought to the notice of the District Magistrate the 
irregularities being committed by the Town Food Committee of Jiaganj, 
he served an order on that Municipal Commissioner warning him under the 
Defence of India Rules not to raise any objection ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir I am not aware 
of it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government's attention has be<m drawn to a publication in the 
newspapers of Calcutta two or three days ago inviting attention to the 
iv regularities in the distribution of kerosene oil and sugar in the Jiaganj- 
Azimganj Food Committee, and also inviting attention to this alleged order 
of the District M^istrate threatening to take action against that unfor- 
tunate Municipal Commissioner for having invited his attention to such 
irregularities P 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; No, Sir. My attention has 
not been drawn to it, but I am aware of the fact that there is a tussle 
going on in that municipality between some local parties, and there have 
been all kinds of allegations made on one side or the other. 1 have not 
thought it of sufficient importance to enquire into the matter, but, as I 
Lave said, if the honourable member desires, I shall institute an enquiry. 

Dr. NAtlNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister take note 
of it here and now and start enquiry as to why the District Magistrate 
issued such a threatening order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I shall do so 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you. 

Mr. D. C. 8MYTH^B0URNE: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if. mustard oil is being distributed on a ration basis? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. H. t. SUHRAWARDY: Throughout the province? 

Mfe D. Ge 8M YTH-OSBOURNE s I mean the Darjeeling district. 

Thd Hon’ble Mr, H, $■ SUHRAWARDY s We have not sufficient 
supplies of mustard oil to distribute on a ration basis throughout the 
province, but in the area from which the honourable member comes, that 
18 , the Darjeeling district, mustard oil is being distributed on a ration 
basis in the municipalities. 

QuoU of korosono oil ind sugar for BirMium dislriot 

Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon bio 

Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state— 

(a) what is the annual (^uota of kerosene oil for the non>essential popu- 

lation of the district of Birbhum ; 

(b) whether per capita supply for non-essential population is the same 

as in all districts of the Province ; 

(c) what is the total annual quota of sugar for the district of Birbhum; 

{d) which is the annual requirement out of the quota of sugar as 
referred to in (c) for — 

(i) Police Ration Stores, 

(ii) Ration Stores for other Government employees, and 
(til) F.R.E. hospitals; 

{e) what is the per capita supply of sugar in Birbhum for the jwpulation 
excepting those who are in receipt of rations from Ration Stores 
for police officers and men or other Government employees ; and 

(J) what is the per capita sujmly of sugar for those who receive ration of 
sugar from the Police Ration Stores or Ration Stores for the other 
Government employees? 

The Hofi’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) 93,408 tins. 

(b) Yes. 

• (r) There is no fixed annual quota of sugar for this district. The quota 

fixed for the sugar year 1943-44 (i.e,, December, 1943, U> November, 1944 > 
"vas 13,800 bags equivalent to 37,960 maunds. 

(d) Annual requirements out of the quota of sugar as referred to in (c) 
for the following stores and hospitals are noted against each of them: — 

Mds. 

{i) Police Ration Stores ... 493 

(li) Ration Stores for other Government employees ... 1,800 

(tit) F.R.E. hospitals (all recently opened) 100 

(e) IJch. per month, 

if) Police Ration Stores — from 5 to 14 chataks per week. 

Ration stores for the other Government employees — 5 chataks per week 
on an average. 

Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Is it not a fan that the 
people of the district of Birbhum were not sujiplied with 93,408 tins of 
kerosene oil during 1943-44? 

The Hon’hlf Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware of that. 

Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: With reference to answers 
(e) and (/), will the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state why there is this 
difference in the matter of per capita supply of sugar between Govemmeni 
' employees and others? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 know that the diference 
is very obvious and is considerable. It seems to me that the amount of 
sugar is so little that even if we were to put the others on the same basis 
as 1 5/6 chataks per month there would not be any appreciable increase in 
the per capita allotment of sugar. 

Retail price of <‘ata” sold at 8uri. 

•86 Or. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: (a) Will the Hon bU 

Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 
(») the ex-storing agent price, at which retailers purchase ata at Suri 
(Birbhum) ; 

(it) the price at which retailers are allowed to sell ata to consumers ; and 
(tit) whether any quantity of ata was sold in auction from the godown 
of the storing agent at Suri (Birbhum) by the Assistant Director 
of Civil Supplies, Birbhum, or by any other officers of the Govern- 
ment? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (tii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what was the price per maund at which the ata was thus aucUon- 
sold to consumers by the auction-purchasers ; and 
(u) whether the ata thus sold was examined before auction sale? 

The HOfl’We Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) (i) Rs.11-8 per maund. 

(it) Annas 6 per seer. 

(iti) Two hundred and seventy maunds of ata, out of the consignment 
received at Suri on the 26th June, 1944, were sold in auction on the 13th 
September, 1944, from the godown of the storing agent at Suri by the Assist- 
ant Director, Civil iSupplies, Birbhum, with the approval of the District 
Magistrate before deterioration started. 

(b) (i) This ata was sold by the auction-purchaser at a rate not above the 
controlled rate. 

{ii) Yes. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERilEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whut was the controlled rate at which this quantity of 
ata was sold iu auction? 

Th« Hoffl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The ata was not sold in 
auction at the controlled rate. The question was asked whether the auction- 
purchaser resold that ata to the consumers at any rate above the controlled 
rate and the answer is that he did not. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that this ata which was sold in auction at Rs. G-8 per maund was 
resold to the con.sumers at Rs. 12-8 per maund? 

Tbe Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; That might have been so. 
So long as he did not resell it to the consumers at any rate above the 
controlled rate, I can have no objection, 

Mr. P. BANERJIS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why 
the ata was sold at Rs. 6-8 per n^und? 

Tba Hofl'bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; It would appear that the 
offioete took the view that deterioration had started and if ii was not sold 
off and distributed, it would be a total loss. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHER8EE: If the deterioration had 
atarted why then was the ala sold in auction publicly for the use of • 
oonsumers F 
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Tha Hon'bla Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAROY: Deterioration was about to 
start. There was no ofi:-take. Apparently the idea was to give that ata 
to tftie trade so that the trade might make special efforts to secure the oflf-take. 
Suppose we had not soldH It would have deteriorated and it w’ould have been 
a total loss. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that 77 maunds of ata which had been declared us condemned was 
sold to some people who used it for fishes in the tank, as a result of which 
the fishes died in the tank ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 hope the fishes were 
given a decent burial. But 1 am not aware of that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
District Magistrates vsonietimes take the view that an\ question w'ith respect 
to such supply matters of deterioration amounts to an offence being a pre- 
judicial act w'ithiii the meaning of the Defence of India Rules and 
threaten local gentlemen if they try to bring to his notice the dangers of 
forcing unwholesome food on the people P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is far too general a 

statement. I don’t think that District Magistrates can possibly take that 
view if they feel that the gentlemen bringing these facts to their notice 
act bona fide. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is now in a position to state w'hat hapjicned to the unwhole- 
some ata which was dec’lared as such after examination by the local Govern- 
ment Analyist at Herhampore in connection w’ith w’hicfi the Chairman of 
the municiiiality had to issue instructions not to have any of this ata sold 
to the townspeople and the District Magistrate issued several orders under 
the Defence of India Rules seeking to take aw’ay the powers of the Chaij- 
maii ot the niunicijiality in this connection? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: How do you connect the Ik^rhumpore 
mutter with this? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Gut of the previous answer about 
unwholesome food. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER; I don’t allow that qVstion. 

Enquiry into the nurso-outrage allegation against the 8uMivioional Offlcor 

of Kishoreganj. 

*39. Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRIs (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Homo Department l>e pleased to state whether if is a fact — 

(i) that on the night of ITth August, H>44, Mayarani Biswas, a nurse 
of Kishoiegunj, and Induruiii Mitiu, a nurse of Kislioregarij 
iK^stitute Hosiiital. were deputeil to attend the wife oi the Suh- 
divisional Officer after her delivery, while they were on duty; 

(u) that they complained of attempts at outraging their inodesty the 
.same night by the SuWivisional Officer to the House Surgeon 
of the ffospital ; and 

(iii) that they subseijuently .sent a jietition to that effe<‘t to the District 
Magistrate, the Commissioner of the Division, and the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state— i 

{%) if the Government {las maiie an enquiry into the matter; and 

(u) if not, why not? 



114 


QUESTIONS. 


[21st F»b., 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on Malf of tho Hofi’ble Khwaja 
Hr Nazimuddin) : It appears from the report of the House Surgeon, 

S. D. Hospital, Kishoreganj, dated the 17th October, 1944, that nurse 
Indurarii Mitra was sent to Suhdivisional Officer’s bungalow to attend the 
wife of the Suhdivisional Officer in absence of the Suhdivisional Officer at 
10 p.m. There is no record to show that Mayarani Biswas also was deputed. 

(u) No such report has been received. 

(lit) Yes. 

(h)(i) Yes. 

(u) Does not arise. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRi: With reference to reply will 

the Hon 'hie Minister Ik* pleased to state what action was taken on the 
f)etition ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government asked the District 
Magistrate to enquire into the allegations. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: What was the finding of that report H 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: After enquiry, it transpired that 
the allegations were mala fide. 

8]. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon hie Minister he 
pleased to state how they have come to know that on that night the Sub- 
divisional Officer was absent from his house at 10 p.ni.? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He w'as out when the nurse was 
deputed. 

81. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister V>e 
pleased to state whether he had been out on duty or only casually to escape 
the charged 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The matter was thoroughly 
enquired into and it W'us found that the nurse did not make any complaint 
on the night of the ullegt'd occurrence and that after her dismissal from 
service for neglect of duty it was an afterthought and at the instigation 
of some miachicf-moiigers these allegations were subsequently made 

Rai Sahib MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that Mayarani Biswas is a nurse of the Muslim 
Orphanage K 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 do not know'. I ask for notice. 

Rai Sahib MONMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government w’ill kindly enquire into the record of the 
Muslim Orphanage!' ' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 submit, Sir, this question does 
not arise out of this question. 

Rai Sahib MONMOHAN DAS: AVill the Hon 'hie Minister he pleased 
to state w hether it is a fact that on the night of the delivery of his. wife, 
one nurse, Amiya Sen, was deputed to attend to his w'ifeH 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have said that Indurani Mitra 
and Mayarani Biswas were deputed. 

Rai Sahib MONMOHAN DAS: 1$ it a fact that on the 16th night 
Amiya Sen was deputed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have no information. 
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Mr. NISHITHA HATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 

£ leased to state the dates when the petitions w'ere sent to the District 
lagistrate, the Commissioner of the Division and the Chief Minister? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: No petition was received by the 
Chief Minister. The petition of the nurse to the District Magistrate is 
dated 3rd September, 1944, and the letter received by the Chief Minister 
was not from the nurse but from the Provincial Hindu Mahosabli#- 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what occurred on the night of the 17th August, referred to. apart 
from the 17th October, 1944, mentioned in answer to question (a)(i)r 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The allegation made by the nurse 
Indurani Mitra related to the occurrence of the l7th August, and her 
petition is dated 3rd September. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: But this answer relates to the 17th of 
October and evidently there were other incidents. Will the Hon 'We 
Minister be pleased to state if any allegation was received by the District 
Magistrate from the complainant, Amiya Sen, who was a female nurse in 
the Kishoreganj Destitute Hospital relating to the incident of the night of 
13th August, 1944? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No complaint apart from the 
complaint of Indurani Mitra and Mayarani Biswas was received. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Yes, there was certainly one from 
Amiya Sen. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there 
was a petition to this effect : — 

^Olhl88 ^ ’’SRW W C5TT^ 

s. D. 0. '3T7t^ I '«rt3n^ night 

duty I cn ^ ^ l” (noise) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: What are you reading from, Dr. Sanyalf 
I do not allow that question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state if in the petition submitted to the District Magistrate by Amiya 
Sen, dated the 1st of September, 1944, specific and definite allegations had 
been made complaining that on the 15th August, 1944, at about 10 o’clock, 
the Subdivisional Officer in his bunglow' wante<l to outrage her modesty in 
her house and that because of the complaint made by her on the ‘i2ud 
August, 1944, she was disrui.s.sed ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The complaint was rec^'ived from 
Srimati Amiya Sen, dated the 1st Sc^ptemher, 1944, and received by the 
District Magistrate on the 3rd and altogether there were three complaints 
and the then District Magistrate aske<l the Additional (’ivil Surgeon to 
make an enquiry and he reported that all the allegations were false and that 
there was no basis for any of the allegations, when the complaint was 
received from the Hindu Mahasahha hv the C3iief Minister he had an 
enquiry made and the then District Magistrate jiersonally enquired into the 
matter and he reported that the allegations were false and he went so far 
as to say that he considers the whole story is fabricated and false and has 
been brought in due to i)ersonttl, coinrnunal and political reasons. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the enquiry was held and who w'ere questioned besides 
the nurses and the Subdivisional Officer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 cannot give at length who were 
the actual persons but enquiries were made from the Surgeon in charge and 
the Additional Civil Surgeon who enquireii into the matter and from other 
witnesses. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the charge that the 
allegation was of a communal character, will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the respective names of the complainants and the 
Subdivisional Officer and the community to which they belong? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED A1.I: The name of the Subdivisional 
Officer is Mr. liizby and he is a Muslim. 

Or. nALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What are the names of the com- 
plainants and what is the community they belong to? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The names of the complainants, I 
J)ave already said, are Indurani.Mitra and Mayarani Biswas. 

(At this stage the next question w'as called.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, it is a very important question 
about the conduct of the Subdivisional Officer 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 am not here to discuss the conduct of the 
Subdivisional Officer. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Dr. Sanyal, I wull not allow this. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA. Sir, it is a vital question and 
so more supplementaries should be allowed. 

(In the midst of these Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali rose and began to 
read the reply to Starred Question No, 40.) 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU. Sir, are you going to stifle the 
Opposition in this way? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, who is in possession of the 
House — myself or any other? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, this is not the first occasion: 
whenever Hindu w’omen are outraged and molested, you and your predeces- 
sor, the Speaker, always behave in this way. We protest strongly against 
this. You have in all cases systematically shielded the Muslim officers — 
you and the Speaker. I do charu-e you with deliberate attempt to stop 
discussion on the conduct of the Muslim officials in this way. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. the Parliamentary Secretary, 
without being asked, volunteered a reply which was very provocative and 
he wanted to say that it was only a communal matter. By that he meant 
to eay that these nurses could lower themselves to such a position that 
they would stake Iheir honour to spite their communal grudge on the 
Subdivisional Officer. That is why some more i^uestions have to be put to 
clarify the position and the intention of the Parliamentary Secretary in this 
regard. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I should like to know, Sir, whether 
you will allow further supplementary questions. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I must say you are out of your 
balance. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Only to keep you in balance. 

Mr. ill^UTY SPEAKER: If is about ten minutes that this question 
is going on. Supplementary question.s in the As.‘«emblv do not mean cross- 
examination by lawyers as in a court, 1 am prepared to give you more 
time if the questions arise out of the replies. 
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Or. Sanyal, you ou^fht to have considered that at least I am sitting 
here not to indulge in communal matter or this or that. I hope you will 
withdraw ^he remark you have made. I will have no objection if you 
carry this question for another, say, 5 minutes or 10 minutes, but you will 
withdraw the remarks against the present occupant of the Chair and the 
Speaker. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL; I would most certainly withdraw 
my ( barges if there is no ground left for such charges and if you allow 
me supplementary questions I do withdraw. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will give you three minutes' time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Mini.ster be }deased 
to ^tate whether in the encpiiry held after the Chief Minister's attem])t to 
obtain open enquiry, the girls alleging the molestation were examined P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice whether they 
wer(‘ examined afterwards or not. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state what position this Subdivisional Ottieer holds in respect 
of this hospital to w'hich these two nurses w*ere attached ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to Slate whether the girls or any of the complainants were informed about 
the ‘holding of the enqtiiry when this enquiry revealed that this was of a 
communal character and (leliberately engineered to lower the reputation of 
the Sulnli visional Officer? 


Khan. Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 cannot definitely say w'hether 
they were informed or not but the enquiry was conducted not once but 
more than once. 


Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state if. all these petitions were filed after these nurses were dismissed 
“{rom the liospital? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir; the complaints were 
received after dismissal. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the' Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether the dismissal took place on the 22nd August when the 
complaint wac made to the Civil Surgeon of the di.strict verbally? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, no complaint was made 
by these complainants till after dismissal. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Government consider the 
desirability of ordering a judicial enquiry into the allegations made 
against the official? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir; Government are satis- 
fied that these allegations are absolutely untrue. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether all these things have been engineered by the bwal 
Hindu Mabasabba after these two nurses have been dismissed and they 
have received their petitions after dismissal so that they may be re- 
instated in their jobs? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say who were the per- 
soDvS responsible, but it is a fact that the complaint was received long 
after the dismissal and it is also on record that there were other interested 

S ersons who in order to buttress the case of the dismissed nurses put up 
lose false allegations. 
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Mr. NiSHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what facilities were ^ven to these complainants to sub- 
stantiate their case before the enquiring authority and whether witnesses 
cited by them were examined by the enquiry committee? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ^Ll: I do not know what opportunities 
were ^iven, but I presume opportunities must have been given by the 
Additional Civil Surgeon. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Questions over. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of privilege. This is an 
important local question of Mymensingh and 1 submit that this question 
be held over till tomorrow. 

M^. DEPUTY SPEAKER: No. 

(The House was at this stage adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer.) 


( After adjournment. ) 

General Discussion of the Budget. 

Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAK : "flTTr 

’HTTr Yfinn ^ Tf^i 

Yfirc^ CYtff •4?^ ^ 

Otfe C¥tf& I ^ at (7Tt'tT?r 

a\mw mrc^ om ^ \ 

^ TOi^rm m ^ i 

at er5prt<(Uit«r=? ^ frrrtr ?tGfU 5 

^ c^‘5fTOT 'ifeir i 

ytRr ■imoT? m at opr 

^ PrfesT nr^n^, f%5R^ am cnc^ ^rfi. 

ar^ ^ (Tf^ 1 

</ffnCTO ^ MflOT Y^ CYS^T ^fer 

or ^tfrvnTf S^tfro yc?r c’flrc^ Y^n 1 yyu? v5T5T!?f?r 

f^Y^i'cs-fc^ %i of^m to Y?n 

^ TO fY|Yf5T ^ Y^lYiJpl^'Wi ^Pnn ^ftfYC^ YT^tT^ i4UfTO 

tfUJlY ^TOflta TOl C*fTO TO 50\ StYRr TO ^ ^ I 

(TO Tt^t^T (TO >4^ tfTO TOPT^tfe IT^ OT CYTO YUTOR YfiRH 

-stft 4tu5 mm tor yy to tiR*t toi yN?^ ^ 1 

TOt^flY Of"! ^froi C*TtCY YYY^ YYT Yf%Y t ^TfaYol QSRTTOf? 

TO^Y^R*!^ YrtlYYR^ 5^80 TOY ?feCTO YTO YTOf ^ OW >50 Y1 

CYtY Y1 TO) PlTOf^ I TOt?lY Ofl TOR^ CYTY S^WtbJ Yl 

TO*! YJtTCTO?^*! rt03 TOW TOy (TO YTOa^*!— District Board. Unioi 
Board >4^* Debt Settlement Board^^ (TO Y TORY? (TO*r\ CYS 

Y1 TOl TO Yft ; TOl PfTO^ YtTOl ? Yl, Y5'fOT CTO& ^STTOI 
^ 'e (TO TO TO YftTOYY TOtTO Y1 ^ TOl fTOR^ I YfiPR^Y (TO 
TOTO^*! Pty YR^"^ TO YTOT* Yfinn I Yfif <S TOf ^ 
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cific¥ ’rfsrai c^‘h '3CT cnWB »ri;sn 

’ll I ^ ’rfl 51 Jiror 

brPRf 5 Rfjt 4T«iim ^firefei 
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>R«t'm^r mi mtf^w cmit^ ’ifim ^ mn? cutmmnf fV#t mw Scmtr 
f yfr in ?rrf«r!tn:5i ■iii’ jrfsfJToRr ’Fc'jfm mrn'^mtcs ^cima t 

^r#t ’R^ ’Ft'K? mw w.mi rtjrr 's t«iwt 

stsro I tnsry «r=TCifit ^■sicar 5F5n jicva .a^ 5rfiprat cm tpStm ’i^'s 
*1tfirc5t5^ ^1 I 'fiT'f'aolW mi Crtm cmi ?^mi5 31 CTWIR ’U*|l? ’^4 

m ’ll PraFr 57 CT fmnr arnim^ aid?? i ^SI^ir cm® 

C<r ’Ff*!® CT'37l 57 ®f5t8 T^l^'StTI ot'Sf m^lTITI Tfimi *1^51 717 ; <lftC77 

RTlg » CTftm ? C7 CTt'srt TtWtCil siMl 7171 77*1® fmn*! mi 7%3T, Ttwim 
7T77tf7'4‘t 'amm 77® Tf^Ttm 7tC7 fFcrF fTTI 77 ®t»l® 7^71 CW, 

®77t7t77 r.-8 7171 71^7 fm 7C77 ; <777 f® yFl7 777^77 mt® *11^71® 7m 
5^7115 I 717^ RlatC? 77® (^7 TCTTS 77 77R TRl 7*7*17 rtCSt® 71 ; RCTT 
CFCai 7J57 7^17® 71 71717 77t®7 ®17® 7171 7®7 Tltl 77171 ’FfTC® 

TlTT rSciCP I 4^7 7C7® 777 RlTtm C71*C7 ^1(7710^ 1 '317® 737'C7*5 

tfClRSTC^mram '‘<CFt^l”fi^7ff77ltf7. 31711:3 7115117 311:7 7171 *ll3 7l®7la5 
7';7CI >0 7«r ; 71717 Tl^TlC® Mr “srar ; r.fe«6l?7 'VfTTTR 3l riO 771 T^C® ^lf71 
fVf ^17 7tfrc7 5im TRR 77 Tim fVf Tlf® TICTf ®l7l® 77C71C77 ® Ctil7l7lWlC77 
S'^Tlri ft7r5U.7 Tlterf^ 71 I 

7!.7 4$ TfsTal 717-MS7 5FC‘$17 ml7 RWTll® Tlfesfl^ yiJfl- 

C717 7T77lf777 mi -51^ ^1^71 7rf77lf57; ®1?17 mNimi 1771817171 

.7^^ 777® 7^715 C7? ^ICT?!! '4l7® ; ®1517 tjiflm 7iC7 iCF ? 7ff77 

^177 7'7C7 ^*707 73T 5^7 — 

m'K TfSTal 5^ 7f|771 ItC^ mnR ®C'-5lt77 C71777717 — 7^C7 47i- 

C7lC7 ^,77f7 blTC® 177 ; ®77l7l77 ?nsl7Fl7 7^7 C’UTTff 1 4^3lC7 m f%f fm 
7lfiFC7 mg17 1.71751717 TlTlW T^C® f773 7lf^ 7171 ?tr7 471 Tfil® 817- 
71717C77 St® 71®1 71 Tim ®17 TItTI 5fw 71 177177 1^ T3T®7 7lf®C7 71 I ?517 
*n?im 7^773 4^' 75f^T7 stc® mi m Tfe® THR 71 ; m7, ^Itcm Timi 
7,®1t iimi C77 g^ C3m fTm, CFf ®ll87ll7, C®f ®Tll7 — 517-57C7 1^1®, C7t®1 
TlTlCm 717 71C77 71 ; tIt^ ^ 4®®7 C®? 7l1®71 7H7R iJlTlTI C®? ®17717, CW 
®g7l7 ; '4151177 TfhR® C71®l-7r7lC®7 ®7l frsi ®717 ®7®H C®1717r <47317*17 
®1*1® C7 5lS7 ® mi7 7117 TlWl 7ll77 7^C7 71 3171 771 ®fe7 I Tit 75177 iJim 

TicTcS fiT® ^ 7<^7C77 mmr cTim 717® 5<i c®iffi SiTn c 7r ® 7i 7 5^711:^ tItti 

C77lt7lC®7 1 ®1517 ®177 l7C*j77®l7r5 P-Wl TiTTIcm <717® ipri fwiTV IVItTI ml 
^71 F<nF7 ®717 471 t®f f®f77 TffeTI 7g T^STR 4^7 5?7ICfe I 1®* 71917 5^C® 
5CK ’f‘1 ^ ^ ^1>S ^ ’fCT® C71®ni7 57 C®77 

®1771 ®ln m7l%I 3llT7l7 ®<it1 I 3151177 71'?twt7 mtCSfTI 7151 TlS® ®177I 
7115171% 3151 *W7 *17 7tC7® 'ItIVcT TllR^it 71717 IVITTI 7t*(1^ f®mC7l«S 
■ -9 
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[2Ist Fkb., 

»ltSiS5ta?5t I '5t5i ’V? ^5n ^ cpfirtflir 

^ Kfr ; w*!, cv'i't "iTfVn >8 5iwf? 

JT*! ’"triji no 51‘t fcir ??5rc^i soso^s ffpi tct 

'*ic?f?rr: Pf:#t i sR ^rvi^ 's 5 f%i c?it»tiR 

I '®ifft >4 ’racii %c*r=f ’raiif •nff ^ 

'B(ry 515, fsf^ '3 '^wrftu tfcsr^ fsrfjKTi? 35i»t '«i?m >? | 

2ri5-!Trc*f cut^Thr w > 45 ; '§«ic<fi'4^'in:^5«Rr ’ii'am jn^csc? = 11 ; ?iffit- 

5'f'3tr3 '*li:5l55': W TJR BR; fljRa C^R Olatl 515 5fl I f5<t?Rfif|5 

'"flRR-iB'^’rR? 5>ni 51.«f? <1T'35I 515 SfR-RCt ’rt'?r-f5<R ^5? ^51 

’OT'S f5% «R R'Sm RiJC^ wfcSC® 51 ; ^'Sl^ 5^5 Rt^n:^ 

*ttf5RR*ifl 5f«5'e^ ^«ri 

CTOItpR J'SiRir C515 5Rt^ 5)^ I »t^t 'aWC5 5f%H aR5t<fl55 f55l 'SlRtlCs 
'Sl«5f|tif #t5RJrt<R 5WT Rsns ?tC'$r^ ; OT'IR isftljlRftfr, fRR5 #1, 

f55, 5R 5151 51^ra 5l«t^-'5f«T^ 451 515-1 '5l5lR5 ?f5R *tiS5R 515T '5151 ^ 57 

>3 5«ii»n s’simr f«ii:55 ^ ftR 5isi^ ■^mfR 5^1 5Ttc5f5in 'sr, 5fRm, 

55^ ?'5Tff5 55l5fft’(;i5 RWS 5^ 51R 555 5151 51^1751:^ I 5fS551 '5l5l5 C^R 
IffRR 5rf5i75 5lf5C'5C155 51 I '55'5f55 55R5 151515 5^1515 5'<17rT5 BR <3 ‘■'5f?R 
■RT 5'iTrs”45 5f55S<RI5 5551^ tRR ^R5U-^5, RRR ’5t51’S C5R '5(15lC5 5^51 
Sfk'lB!:® 51 I 55:5 &51 C5 fsR 5trtT5 ^iR't'S 5ff5r5 Ri5-!.55 '5l5f& tf55*f 5r(.-^ 
51? I 4 f50F '51551 R 51$!^ 5f551 C*t5 5?r5!;!f 451 51151 iR*! •5‘rtrR 

»lf5‘t'5 5?i;'5 5f551i;5 — 

OyJ jl tj 

R't'K 5K«15 '§55 45t5f 5?(.-'5 '51551^ 5F51 5t'5r>l= R'Rlfn 5Tf%i 55T5C5 »t%i; 
5?R — 511515 '553 1 3 'Vlff ijl? 5?5ll!? I 

51^ 55 R 5 '5l5l5 5'^''il5 5f55lC55 C5 ^f55 '5*jf^4R5 \00 stud bulls 
5151 C''ll5lf%5 S^rfe Gift's 5?C5 55(.5i) 5?C5 J 5t5, fR ^^BTlR f5^5 ^515 

f5f5^ '13515 TRR ^STtf^ 56 5fW555t5 5”ll f%R SW5 ^5H,&5 I 4? 55 C^515 

451 5155 5’ii:irr Rfii't's 5 ?r mn c5fR 65551 '*11551 »ti?rof| 51 1 5551^5 5^- 

^ ^15* 3 5RC55 '«r«K5 BR-'S(l5l5 55i Vf551 5f551 'HfVctS 5l5T g^ CliC^ I 5fl 
5C5155 5l^If5’lC'5 (R5l5 BRl 5 C^Flf &15F1 5l5 C53515 5T5T15 ?Fvn ScfR T6t5li: ^ 5 | 

*t5RI ^«TT (RolR 5lf^ R5R> 'sISk'S 4^ 5 (Rll^ Sl5'l5 5f5tl ®|1?B5 15151 
4? R5f^ 5fR 55 «ll55n:^ •5t'$ 5'^55 5ibs §Rl 55 5C5 C5 fR 5 Rt 515 

(TfSHI 5?5lf^ '$1?1 f|5 5l5l5i»t f5«tR 'Q I ^ 5'35 I tj toRT 5'sll §51 

«11'S515'8 S’HRl^t 51 ; RRR RRIGR %t 5 55 51C5I5 »lf55C'# SII0 55 

5RJ R-RI ISRR ^ 58s §R1 1 ’IR IffT '5R5 51315 SR »11?5 1555 4? 

5fiPr51 5R/ 51 5t?51 58s ^ 1*11 RWlCBB 51571 7f5C5R I '«(lf5 515% 

5tf5-5it 5mBC7 C5l5Mr^ CV515 f5C55'$: C5>5*t 5555 1 5 51% ’T5' 5?l® '«rf%C5l'!t 
TRii C5 f5% ^<15 6 55 5RI f¥55 5rf^ %n (Rl5 ^Fftra 5151 stctSR I 
1355 f%f5 5f51R5 C5 '»% %1 STSm 5* 71551 iTOSf^ 451 %1 71515 5?51 <llf55R 
CRR f%5 7115*1 frosT^ I 7lf5 51 <J Tim C71515 m, <? %! 4553 
errs *11W1 515 51? 451 »11?515 C7R 7759 4 BR-t C55l 5l?CtiiC^ 5 ; SB'S 
4? 5ft7SI fTi^T^TStW tItCSC^ C5, %r 1^5 5155 Tfs 4? 5ft%r 7155 ??51 
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finite 5twt^ ! ^ sreMiiw 

Olf BUggestions fircsfW • — 

( 5 ) -a (7fc*t ^ cT<OT (?M Tffs w^r hi, »pra isnrjw^CHf 

WHT HtiHi c<H Hc»H ’<# ?tin 'fns)i?«icsf, m’s ■sran'cH'^ oi? hto ^ wh 

VfKiJ HtHT ; H#! HCfm 5t51'3 ■sPa't'CHC'^H Hf?I5 CWII 5 I filTI 'HWtCW 

^ 'srm 'HHi Hmi vfipf i 

(:;.) 3tfr aSCH-ftHH ^ SCB^l I 'Htfl 

^stTtiTF 'HHt.Ht't s^tHt^rds CH. Hfv «m.1f!r »h ^tf»nn c«r wi fiw rtus 

Hff c^ r^-( jf to »ttt Tc«Jtsr dkH '‘RluH.-n 

KO-00 Off^ ^ ’ItfeHH HtTl CT5W ^'SHI 

fHHfW CSt'-t dlrcs'.'^ I <3 i*THn IMI ’Tf%'|T‘l ’KHI I 

(o) HlW’Rt.TH T$ lialanoc fsjif TShIH 

TOH 3 tialf.iice H Ii¥l5fil'.!> '-lliH HtH^’TT dTO HfPt tUFI f^Sf 

HttHl TOFTCHH f^'1lH‘' ’I#HI Ht^TS »ttrH I 
Ht'T^nt *415^ '■ HiTiwGRi viiHtH cHmnr^ irtft^i 5)i 

Htfwi HiBirr-T hWht siT-Ti cW ?WH HI (Ti-R^ri •v-rt’v vii.-s jfflrH 
iitriHi HiBW^r HI liTrrcHH -vr?! ’rt'rtHH’j: hsijh hc? i HtiHlH 

,^7;5r3 5?tM HfsH"cl ilTtCV^ JrtrtWH S'HT (3'lH SlH'l 01 HHlIt sPcHiI Hl^ fStn?! JIH- 

irtir =m‘t 4t r?c5 »it'.h oi h?h17:h •S'fHH?;'* '3H1 hi Htr'ini ’isn'-t r^n 5ft?rli.-?i, Htsr- 
4 T';‘'Ih ^'-t-nfs^rsi 'SfFtfH'-lcH' hhi^ht-t 

©^r s'? iltPi Vi'HSH ^■'Wl Hfs's Si'flVH CHiH »rt?:HfdF ’I^T^ 

HlfH-'C-i 'HTH, ^<‘1 Wt'-t f*nn 'iTSlHtfti ^ HtBfftTO 5J5H H^rs 'HHdil, 

H3H i; ?TT^ I 

HK.?W HITtw^r ! ^ Hpr«ftH '-Kf CHfC'l H#1 HTm'Hf 

’Ffip.'lfe Ol IrfH HtCSfcfe CH jftijJt? '.frrnm;5H HH ’TSI (VhI I -WtHtH 31?.^ vv 
He "HU:*! ftHn fnf!^ Hfrim.l5 I Ht^HlH HftHol CH ■49i»t«trH ftHTI HfsTTO »lt?;H 
55fn "Vlft f5Bl ’JffHf.D *tTfH Ht^ I dSiH *pit‘t HfHCdS CH '.flj 5*^ 

^S8C 'SrfirC’tH UnKtarred Qucstionil HtH% H‘l HT?I^ 7tfw hIh '«TOIH 
C5t<fft TOTH BTlTHffeXH CH fsfSHCH CHW'ftsTt CWHtiT Of'Tt HfH- 

fsfdrtiH, Hf,%i c^ B'tH’iH nrHfefdm.-H 'q to -ah? pfrtrw cwd? to 
>aHi ’SHr cto wftH acquire Hffinrtcp (Vhi, 

.aHl 3 srfHTO HTfir^M HTPf-HH, ^’271% f^StTH I 

ISHTSTH Hfl H?.T1 v^ »M I ?«H, ' 5H CH 'HHT CWt CWHW CH^tH «rfH acquire 

?F^?5 Ht?l ^ d%HTOCTO3rC!TO'-rC‘R fiprt WUfftcdj? #9 CHH 

^firai W’tH CH «R H9 Hi? fsrfnWt httw 'S sfei -4t7lt§M 4 h; hc fnfsiWt 

TOHtHl 7t»tH dH5n:5 -HI? iJStTlH ’TCH SPF STT CHtHf Hta-Htcfe ^Ci ^PR 
Ht*tH ’rfHTSCe, S^iS'dTH CHHH ’*Ff3 ‘pf HI I HTH^ Hfl C ^tW'i H II’ fl 

JttrrH '3 HRfm Hft HTIH HtfWH'inH CH'^ft fd«^ S'lHCT ^mOpi CH^ft ^CHTlStCH 
HtTO I cnHtIR feJtt CHfCi^ C«tt canvass TOH '&'<{ HllHH Ot C^ WfH acquire 
^ 73 Ih I CHtH 3Cf3 CHi TO TOf iStTOl 3(5! I CH^ TtTO TITO ^ acquire 
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[21st Feb. 


«tsT?r Tfcspr i >3? stc? ’rfw cro^i feftrs i 

Mr, KAMAL KRISHNA ROY : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 

:TC?ijnr ^ 'sftcsrreT ^f'Tt^r 'siwm 'ji^T'T ’Yto 

i 4 <b*fRr *t?i c? '■<nf^H 4 ' 

(7T^ 

Ttii't ^ C 5r f ^ ^5*fir ■4? ?mtir ?f;5rt? ittch. sn^srt? 

<p?hR iffcjf srftjr's^ '!m-^«ti? 5t^«fi 

^[Rfjn 5 W 1 

Bapffi: 510 am^iitH c?Wf?r c?!^ ?fw^-5rmftr ^^fr^finr w 
c*ti?F f fin ’TfinrOT ^rffror ?c5c^ ®wa fV c^rm ’rr?5n ?i egg'll r ®nr jti'j 
> mr ’Ti fTOr'Sti((?r'aTi ^ M«t^ '3t^ ^ '5#rR^ 
wm 'JTtsfn frorc^ “^<r ?ti:^” i si^'t ^ ^t’e^r ’rist^ cw-fk?c’' 

^ 'Sk^ I '^I’US afmt^ '!ft1Vf?« 

'«T«k^?r 'BfiT^ Tutir "frtira ^itst^ 'Bttc^rrBi w ?'c® 'sfi 

'Ya 'i <t(45 'oRg^'^sw ^Rumr iiwi ct S’WfiRir ’r«H c»fc5 'Rsr^' 

STRT Rr^lrs ^ ^’C?C5 '5R ^ TR itWC^ ^'IC«1ll>'iR *ii» 

?r 5 ^ 'Sftt^TtT > 4 ? ’TCn ^'vt (TT? C'sfRpfe^Pl 'Jn^Rtt'R WT 

^|f5— 


^ I 

tr«R I 

"»ftfrf%?i »rtfTO ^ smsrTft nfw. 

'sRc'T 'TtRnn TiR, 

tr(Rf^*n Y(R, c>rR csti^t— 

C»M 

'b(Rrr =Tff5p#i — 

5 F?- (Rft ! ’f RW'SRrfl ! 

(TT^TI .(bv^^, 

crWr '5'»RfT ^nrrtiRiR 
^ =<F<<tR jrfJl^ifftcflsiR 

nfiR triR, 

’ItrSR'RR ’TR ’WRr ^S’R 
sRftsn ^'tYYi, «niRrw' 

t 55 «r*T 

(R^ ’Hf%sr 

c3it-*rRRkY, 

7 R a ORf% 5 RrsRR 
JRRRI CiCY 5Y«TR CsRR. 

Ssfircs ’tksrfR'stf^, 
ai;,,'^ ^Yt ■■!f#5tR tpre-Rcsift i 
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W, nt’lt 1?1'3 (TT 

^ ^ wfir, 

t?t?r ^sfrrs ^ <f% ; 

irgt^ y^rcwz^ <7t i 

C9C^\ ^ ^ ^1 cm , 

5rf%^ ^vti <?(%! Tnc^ 

^ 5T] ?rtf^:}^'t <ff^. Sfe 

It^Pi ^ {?f5i 

i) C? CTO ! 

y:i^<'t 5f?rtni ^TfT I 

?pvri *3 

^ "ttnc^ “ttft"?. I 

^f^trsT ^t?:^ 3^tf£ 

frjt^ ^f^?T I 
i;t^ c^Pi ! >T-i:’*Ff^i , 

fkir?:^ =rfTO i" 

OTR *#fB ’ SptH-ial Branch^ijsj ^ Pn?*tH f%^'>t?f ’Tf%:“N ’H^S 

(TTi^i ; w,^ i 

# 

■^rft 3 ^Ri; 3Ttrwi^ '!pT‘'t, -pfer, w 

^rtr^r^ ii^.>T ?t?:wd> r.^ 

feT'4 f^r^T ^ fVF43^ ''pf^ C^WUH (TT^ ^W'?3f% 

?PF^ r’C^T ^nr C*! <7Ti?l "ft” 

?] vft]:^ 3;t^. ‘■^n:^?-'’ i qt^.?iTr ^ totI^ '®t?r r.^"! nt^- 

iftTjsRn — fV ! '^srmi fepfi f^fe, ^i 

^?ft'3 tp=tcm^ «r?r5 ^c^fe, wH (?Ti'^rfe, 

’py fV^Ti “5ytr^’ 3y5Tn:i; Prs 

^Ttn, f%fe7 ’PT^rfr C*f’Q?n »t^ 

*r3 S*fi7n f¥^<f ^TTfOTrc^ 

^ cTPr ^Pr^r^r tFt7:''t^ ^ fV r ^i ^ 

^fsR ; — ^ypr% ^nft ^ M'fNr t|Xi5^ 5y:w^T>.=!r — 

*'It IB ^imated that no less than 18 lakhs of people have been l>enefited by 
this measure and the expenditure involved is of the order of 80 lakhs’* 
Mr ^ csrm^ TOpy ho ^ ^itmr 

8110 ^ 5 d ^1 ; 

wt^py ?S csftr^' ^ 'pr ’Twtfl ■^*T5: ’^iti? ^Pii ^ f^ ^Tpy i 

c^ ^r?i?f%V^ w^Ptfl ;!rt^^ oo ^tc*r S^ TOa*®, 

(Ty ■«(tf^’3 W5: c^ csypr 'jRtrtr^ tffs ?^jpS y«r 

^ir^Tus; ^ :h c^rprc^p ^pfsp? 8iio ^ 

*fp?, 5fTr<^, ^fir? f%f^ gr^SUy 

. 't?* 5jt?T”— *51^ ^/'f?r T4i inr i 
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cs’fSt T(,5t?5 ! 41^51 cwsrt? >rl%c^ ^T?r-^iffwif ^<4i ?fir i ’?t% 
'5fir »tfTOr '!?m? U!| Sessions? tfsUt f?OT 

iis^rAc^i 5S88-8e 'ffscv^ ®Rr 

rnrf^ ^ 8 ,ooc\ 5 f^i ; 5 itn srrs ycscsi ft,o> 5 xi 

csrsri 'Ttatf^r? wtps^ c^i ^?6Z I i?rs(tiT?'S ^ 

»t=i nf^t^r ??tC8nT 6 stc'sf? i «0 'd ’FiwRf gffs jti ?if ^s^'s f% JifsHsft? 

sr?r^f% fi’cij srt:^ ! 

■4^ t5 csfif <5,1%^ 5|r<tl I 4*1 »t«f 'S^ I 4^ f 

cs^^ffc'^# ’rtFnrr^^'m 5,oo,ooc\ ^c^- 

‘t^T'S «firi) ^C?C^ Olr^aOs &t=FI I ^tf? 4 ’Fill ^?r«t 

CT ' 9 J 4 ^!>( CW 5 TI ^f; 5 rf?r ^ crt^ 4'5 f?f%^ tprfif 

; 'ilF ?rc^siOT ^nt 5 5 PV ^1 '!«fe ^■sm; i ^s^'a o 'stt'sRr 

5 «tT5 I Jrtcf? Bim iSsiOT ^>41 

’nrHir Spb c^‘ti ’FC?cct ; 

f% CT ’T'^C^ ’Tirtw '-R: < 14 TS 413 

5,b’ft,b'&6'\ iit^i f%g ^tsf ?Z4 44 ; Boheme 5TiI ’f^’Ftft 4l^^ 

fE4 stipcf f 4? y’sj 4f:3rt5 srt^srt? »PrHrt4^i iii<t fVf%nr 

'4f4f4 tfcsgl I 4'^n4 <444 4C4f|5rf4 Wfft 4''r6tffc49 4|CJrt'5fr5f4 5F*tl, "^ts^a 

(4? 3F«tt^ 4444 f^CSBI ®tC4iI 4(414;®!, 444®! 44< '.ttf^srft^ ?!lt 

44 : — 4t4t4 44f4 W (44 5T4C5, ^tiff® ’144 (4'a4t4 S4; 4tafir4 

<Rr4t<r I 

Khan Bahadur HaJI BADt AHMED CHOWOHURY : :it4% C®4^ ’‘<?t4t4 
aC5l<f4 ! 4fy4f!5Tt4 5586-8* ntlsR TOfi 4t4#f4 4»I'’I[R 4<Ft4!r (4 4f®! 
4f44t!:CT <4 riYi:* ^IHR 4<tl 4f4t<4 ’(fill® I 4m<4 4 44! ?:i44 4f?® ®t4t^® 
?t(;®<E; (4 4(44 45; 4^5! 4f44f<54 44; f45T!.'!t4 4f4-414 4Yi:« 

4fi:5Ttwi ri’c®r5, (44 ■!? 444 f4®fc'^ ®f4?lt« 4fr 4«m;4 S*tfT® : 444 f4, 
#?fC44 It’h ?r^4! (4Ci4pfft4l «ftl4 S’lfT® 4t^ I 4tl®^ 4t4t!44 44 4'fl 44C‘rT 
(4144 3;f3 I 4ff4 (75'jFf ’«?t4t? 3r<!lii4(4; 44C4f4 4(4 f®f4 (44 ®f44Tr® 4^:414 
ifosr^ f45ti:^t4 (4(4l'i?Tft4l 4f FtC® S’lf^ «rtr44 ®tTt4 4T4'?! 4(44 I 4t'5ttft 44; stC® 
4f<4l? (?!f^ c4®H‘t 4^l<4 ?fC®;4 f4®tC44 4414 4^®! f*®44 ^ 'Jt4t!44 4^p4;'gfiTC® 
C44 <5l5't4l 44 41® 4C44 ! 4ff4 4t4^(4 C4t4t^ 44144C4 ^T4t^C®f^ (4 

f®f4 4444 4^ 4f44l4 ; 4t(4 4(4S 4f44t4 stcsfa f^(Thr ?(f®f4f«r ; 

f®f4 ®*tFl4 4® ftra! 4C44, 4tf4 4f4t4 4® (^ 4(4 I 4t44la 4t4lr44 ^(44||)4 4fir-4nr 
4414 (^-(4041541 4(kl 4f(4 44< (4^ (?4tl4 4(41® ^ (4 <4®lr4 sfiHJ 

<4»H^4t!:f4 ®WC® 4t<4t!44(.’4 4iff4?! (4*f%4f4 4m! 4(44fCf4 I 4(^414 4! «ttC4 ®t4 
4® <4ff^ ifl4l 4T!44 4tC®if C44 T 

4(^ «'( 4ftc® 54 ®t51 5tC4 cn?' 44®ll!r5 445 44t^® 54 I (4® 44414 C4 
5ll4 «t4(:54 44(4 4(44tlf4 ®t5ll® ^14 4»t4T4 stCs I (3(5141 (4 fl4l a®4 (4'(4- 
44(i(! (5(f44l (7;(5t!:®!:f4 41 I f4l?(4®; f4(®4 4(gl^' f®’#(4<'^ s®44 4® 
t(4l 445 4(4t,®t54 ; (5*14(144 45*((<® 4TC44 5l4 (4 4® (4'f( ®(51 4(4 4(5rc® 
5>i4 4! I !r<®!r4 i®(44C44 44; (4((4 (TaYl 5t4(tf ; 4((414 4® ^(5(^44 4(54(C^ 
(4^4 ! 44 4444(4 (4® “(’ 5(41 4(44! (4^4! 54 I 4^ 5(41 4!:4 C4f%4l (4841 
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mt I fro ^fwi ^ c^sn 

viit s^rfV^ I ?r:9rj c^ c*fm 

a ^>^1 ^C5 ’ttfirc^ (7f "srf^ vrff%c^ ^ 

c^c-nr I ^sr ^t^r?ri cii cn o^[<r 
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Mr. ABDUL HAKEEM: Mr., Deputy Speaker, on this oeeasitm we 
staml on the threnhliold of a .new financial year and hid good night U* 
•the preceding year. lii the history ot our parliamentary activities it is 
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a solemn occasion when we cannot choose to be frivolous. The supporters 
of Government will go wrong if they have nothing but unqualified con- 
gratulations for the Hon’ble Finance Minister. We too from the 
Opj)osition shall not be justified in heaping upon him unmerited con- 
demnation. The events of two years sw'eep before our eyes and we are 
about to embark upon their Wccessor. The mistakes and follies and 
failures of the past constitute a landmark in the light of which we must 
sliape our policy for the salvation of this hapless country. We will ring 
out the false and ring in the true. If we do not come up to the mark 
we have no right to continue as legislators. 

Sir, while listening to the classical statement of the Hon’ble Minister 
J could not help thinking that he held the poet’s pen and gave to airy 
nothing a local habitation and a name. This is his weakest point as 
Chancellor of Exchequer w'ho has got to feed hunghy millions, clotlie aji 
e(|ual number and rehabilitate the same in their normal sjrhere of life, 
liiero is no realistic* approach to the prehlem. d’he statement, to borr«)W 
the llihlical language, is put in a network of silver, but it is not an apple 
of gold. Even jrrima facie there is no new outlook, no reorientation. 
The budget as revealed through its inouthiriece does not appear to he a 
democratic dispensation. It is pre-eminently a budget for vested inter- 
ests. We beg, borrow* or bungle; the vast expenditure eontemjrlated is 
not to go in any fair measure to the benefit of the have-nots for whom 
we pretend to legislate hut is meant and earmarked ])rimarily for the 
creation of additional staff to he additional pillars for the suppor’t of the 
power that be. Why are new’ posts, new* jobs and new machineries after 
Tliey are brought into existence and are distrilmted as favours 
amongst favoured people wdio began a new* hierarchy of vested interests. 

The budgetary plans this time lust year, the Finance Minister tells 
us, aimed at the* attainment of tw^o primary objectives— first to prevent a 
reeurrenee of famine and, secondly, to administer relief to the famiiie- 
slriekeu humanity and control tlie epidemics that follow e<l, and ovi*r the 
alleged idienomenul sueeess of the three-told programme of production, 
proeurciuent and distribution of f(H>d the Hon’hle Minister has beeonu' 
juiulant and proceeds to take the entire credit to his (iovernment. It it 
diftieult to open the eyes of such a gentleman ; he lives in complete isola- 
tion from the grim battle of life and is housed in his own dream which 
it wdll be useless to undo. But w*hat 1 feel on this ])oint very strongly i." 
that while appropriating fulsome credit to his (foverument, gratitude 
reciuired that he ought to have remembered the never failing philantl»ro^\\ 
of the public of Bengal who, if anybody at all, are entitled to real credit, 
On yet another point the Ilon’ble Minister betrayed his ignorance oi 
realities, How' fantastic has he become w*ben he says that the victims ()] 
(lestitutiou and sickness are no longer adrift but have been provided witl 
food and shelter and medical relief. Even here he does not stop. IL 
is on his wings and finds a millennium for the destitute and the sick. 

Sir, as a matter of fact, on the jiroductiou front, the achievement o 
this Government is practically nil. There is a huge wastage of pul)li< 
money wdihout corresponding vsubstantial benefit accruing to the country 
therefrom. The eternal plough, the antidiluvian man behind the plougl 
and his old-fashioned method stood us iu good stead all these years prim 
to the dismal 1943. But the Ilon’ble Minister must have to requiMtioi 
the services of experts froiij across the seas and oceans and teach ; 
Oovinda Samanta how -to plough a lonely furrow. Three-hundrei 
additional officers are lieing appointed for the purimse. The reorganisa 
tion of the Department of Fisheries also involves the creation of 4 ptist 
of Deputy Directors. 8 posts of Superintendents, 2fi jmsts of Distrie 

Fishery Officers and 85 posts of Field Assistants. The genius of tin 

Bengal Ministry lies in creating a multiplicity of jobs. The pompmv 

proposals ill-suit the poor people of Bengal wrho will feel happy if thei 
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are not interfered with in pursuit of their own occupations. It appears 
that the deep distress of 194d has not humanised the Ministry’ yet. The 
“Grow Mure Food’' campaign conceived and conducted as it is has so 
far proved to be a huge hoax. There must Ik* some hidden want in all 
that y^e do; there must be something wrong with the machinery we 
employ. The (Toveniment otii(‘ers st'cm to have lost their moral baekbom*. 
Far fiom seeking their reward in the ettieient disidiarge of their duties 
they are found to take to short cuts. This is demoralisation e(»mple(e 
Insulting trom nepotism and fa\cmritism. 

To on to the prul)lem ol <attle there is little room for optimism 
ill the Hon’ble Minister’s statement, (’atfle are indispensably iieeessary 
tor agrieultuial pur]>oses. A breath ean makt* Frinees and Isinls, but 
no enehanter ocaupyiug the Treasury Itenehes can e\er claim to create 
rattle at his sweet will. In our country cattle an* hound to degenerate 
as Me leave no pasture ground apart tor these duinl) useful creatures. 
K\en in the llon’ble Mii'ister’s ino<*k heroic statement there is a high- 
s«.uni]ing foolish jiroposal for bringing in raiUvay side lamls under 
cultivation as jiart of th»' Mini‘'try’s “(trow More Food” campaign. I 
laugh in my sleeves. Will fodder drop from high heavens ^ 1 am just 

reminded oi a eeiiain tjoshaln in village Kumalpur within the sub- 
division (»i Ragerliat. A fairly large area of land has been set apart and 
a utfxhuhi having a suitalde pitvai house erealeil hy a gmitleman of the 
village at a cost of Rs. lo.tMlO. It is fit to lu* a cattle-breeding station 
and dairy tarm. I do not know why it is not being utilised by Govern- 
ineiit. In this (amneetion I draw utieutiou to (h»‘ iiroblein of reclamation 
(tf Dakatiai heel. — a vast water-logged area which should have yieldeil 
}>addy ^utli('ient tor the ('utiri* Sadar area of Khulna. Such reclamation 
will ohviate tin* lu'ces^ity <»f bringing any and every piece of land under 
the jilougli and leave ample pasturage for the cattle ])opulation. 

Sir, the budget statement is mysteriously silent on tlie jute jjiohlcin 
and its prices. The Hon’hle Minister is grievously guilty of this serious 
<nin^^ion. It it is intentional, his guilt is all the more aggravattal. 
(i(.\ernment must announce its policy on this ull-impfudant subject. 

To come to ('ivil Supplies, one single line summarises the unhappy 
state of things prevailing there. Everybody directly or iudircetly eon- 
iieeteil with it wauls to make hay while the sun sliines. (’orruptitm and 
hribery are the order of the day. A new lesson })eople liave l)egun to 
learn under the present disi»ensation , namely, lionesty d(a‘s not i)ay. This 
Ministry in the enjoyment of its ephemeral existence thinks that it has 
obtained a lea.se ot life in perpetuity. It is time it cried halt. 

The subject of famine relief calls to my mind the black chapter of 
the history of i94d Bengal. I do not j»retend to jmssesH the encyclojMiedic 
kuowledfre of our modern Todurinull. Hut if I have eyes to see, ears to 
hear and a mind to judge what I came to know at Khulna must not liave 
a juirallel anywhere and the powers that he should take lessfms from these 
laches. The history of Khulna from 1942 riglit uj) to the middle of the 
year 1944 is a Instorv of nepotism, favouritism, bungling, hribery and 
corruption. Fpon his aHSumj>tiou of office as Dwtriet Officer the present 
District Officer must have had to come acros.s a liopeless state of malad- 
ministration — an Augean stable too vu.st for any IfereuleH. There is a 
tein]>orarv Sub-Deputy Collector recruited from the Jute Regulation 
Depar^inent. He began as a (Circle Officer of Khulna and he soon became 
an Almighty under the patronage of the then District Officer. He must 
be ill Famine Relief affairs; ho mu.st be in the improvised or]>hanago ; ho 
nlu^t be in the milk canteens; he mu.st l>e an engine to raise money for 
tliis and that and a lot of known and unknown thing's; he must have an 
institution in the name of bis boss and collect funds; he must be arrang- 
ing .sumptuous banquet.s for gods who now dw’ell on earth. So, he need 
not render accounts. He is above fault. He lives Hke a prince and yet 
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he ift a Circle Officer in a saline area. If there had been a secret service, 
that ini^^ht have unearthed secrets. Bungling’ in the affairs of Famine 
Relief and controlled goods beggared descriidion. For the relief of the 
destitufe and poor, Government had jdaced blankets at the disposal of 
local authorities for free distribution. Now it will be blasphemy to say 
that a large number of them this mighty man is said to have withheld 
and in the subseciuent summer season in order to further the campaign 
of ji candidate for election to the District Board the said blankets were 
used. A member of the heaven-born service happened to be his boss. So. 
[>eofde who spoke against him were scandal-mongers. Thus he moved 
and acted his heroics role under official benediction. Vainly, very vainl> 
peof)le nnwalise “Deep in ruin as in guilt”. 

To turn to big things from this paltry nauseating chapter, so far as 
bold headlines of post-war planning and so forth are concerned, huffice 
it to say that it is distance that lends enchantment to the view. After 
the termination of hostilities a New World Order is no doubt bound to 
come on the sacrifices of j)atriot8 who are now languishing. But the 
credentials of the present Ministry will count for nothing when that day 
dawns upon aftficted humanity. The flag of Democracy will then be un- 
furled on tlie Admiral staff and vested interests will go into banishment. 
So, the Don ’hie Minister and his colleagues may safely avoid their 
pompous j)ost-war recoii.structicm plans and the mighty labourN of the 
Bengal Administration Oommittee. Who will listen to the foolisli pro- 
posals mapped out and silly advice tendered by ])eople who cannot move 
about without the help of crutches'' 

lict us now ring the knell of j)ublicity conducted purely as a s(trdid 
propaganda. We are war-weary and the j>ictures and })oses ol hoa.sting 
Falstaffs of the drama havt* already stood ad n/iusrum. Shame is now 
ashamed of such publicity. 

So, by a jiroper planning and an honest husbandry the Hon'hle 
Finance Minister can yet save a vast deal and em])loy the same more 
profitably for tlie realisation, as he says, of his dream; “A greater 
liilfilment of life l>y the assurance of a decent standard of living for each 
and aiH”. Thus ap|»ealing from Philip drunk t(» Philij) s(jher I do 
conclude. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi 8. ABDUR RAUF: Mr. S] )eaker. Sir, in rising 
to offer my sugg(*stions and criticisms about the budget estimates for the 
year l!f4o-4t) 1 feel it my duty to offer, first of all, my congratulations to the 
Hon’ble Finance Minister about his novel and stimulating manner of j)resen- 
tation the estimates f<»r the consideration of the House. Before 1 com- 
mence, houever, an analysis of those estimates, 1 must also say a few words 
laying >tress on the extraordinary situation which the present Ministry had 
to face immediately on assumption of office and how courageously and tact- 
fully the Ministry tackled the same successfully. In planning out gigantic 
schemes specially under abnormal conditions there are likely to be slight 
hmpholes here and there and in the execution of stupemlous tasks there are 
bound to (Top ii]» ordinary mistakes now and then. A survey of the work 
done by the Bengal Ministers during the year that is drawing to a (dose will 
convince anybody of the fact that the success achieved in the matter of 
wMggling out of the quagmire into which the province as a whole was 
thrown due to the war and the sudden outbreak of a large-scale famine was 
almost phenomenal and that thu mistakes were so few and so very negligible. 
By way of mentioning (Uily one instance about wduch at the outset many 
shook their, heads in doubt, I may draw the attention of all se<di<»ns of the 
Legislature to the brilliant achievement of the Hon'ble Minister in (diarge 
of the Civil Su])plies whose assurance about the regular supply of f(K>dgiains 
throughout Bengal was carried out in a way whi(‘h proves clearly that to a 
really resourceful and determined man with drive and personality nothing 
is too difficult tir be negotiated even in the face of tremendous (aids and 
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Himalayan (Htticultips. All the meiuhers of the Opjwsitiun side including 
^t•s|>on^ible mihlir leaders were loud in their denunciation of the present 
Ministry and in order to win over the pwple to their way of thinking, t^hey 
Were always telling them about the imminence of a more dire famine and 
the sudden collapse of the machinerv which was set up for ensuring a steady 
supply and judici(»us distribution of foodgrains throughout the jwovince; 
but all those prohesies hud turned out to In* false in spite of the scaiity 
ciJ-opeiation received fnun the pnldic at large at tlie i)eginning at the time 
ol introduction »)i variiuis measures which the Uovernment ctmsidered 
iudiH}»cnsahle in order to meet the ahnormal situation created hy Uie war and 
the tainine. In the light of what was done during such a <‘riti(‘al year, I 
ma\ sniely foretell that it all sections of the liunse and the j)uhli(‘ work in 
cb>se fo-(»peration with the j>resent Gt>verninent and the permanent officials, 
then all ftitnrc cllorts ubovit rehahilitation will he crownctl with a greater 
^^^cce^,^ ami the task of reconstruction <d Ren gal at the end of the war will 
be iiincli easier. Every day l(>st now’ will be valuable time lost for ever. 
M itb this ap])eal tor help, NVinpatby and co-opi‘ralion to all concerned, I 
now pass on to offer a few constructive suggestions for the consideration of 
the House and the jirivscnt (’ahinct. 


It is good indc(Ml that the Hon blc iMuance Minister instead of creating 
ii huge smoke screen in course of iiis budget Ntalement hv a bewildering 
ilisplay of figure work has trit'd to holil up before the House a pen portrait 
if the progress made b\ the Government in the matter of relief, rebabilita- 
ion and post-war n‘constni('ti(»n ami of tin* future jilans wbi(*]i are likely to 
mat nil* and to be translated into actuuliti(*s in ccuirsc of the coming year, 

I find that the financial condition of the province will, it is feared, deterio- 
rate and there is no indication about any possildc improvement in the situa- 
tion in the immediate future. I his is a great draw'back which must prcKluco 
a damping effect all round. There is no message of bo])e, no ussurance 
abemt gtadual lowering of the general price-index and no guarantee about 
11^ id pi ,1(1 ice of (‘(‘onomy by all Government depurtmenfs and m)n-im]iosif ion 
of an> fresh ta.xes. On the other hand, there is the pointed hint tluit esti- 
mates arc cxjiectcd to be far short of the actuals and that the Government 
arc ('onvHicnng further jiossibilitics of augmenting the revenue rec'cijds of tin* 
province. There is a saying that every one should try to cuf bis coat accord- 
ing to the cloth he has lint this wholesome maxim was totullv lost sight oi bv 
those who prepared the budget estimates. The jdea advanced always is to tin* 
clt(*c( that nc<*essity knows no law. It is because the (‘onditions ‘are abmir- 
ina tile expenditure cannot be controlled in anv wav and hence the duty 
ot the Hnance Minister is fully and adeiiuately discharged as soon as he 
enumeiatcs the lists of likely heads of exjiendiiure and mentions the various 
,n„nt «-,■ uli l,..w .low,. 1 ., arpn- 

ineiil Is It not our boumlen duty to consider can‘fullv how this can be 

mended and where this will lead us in the long runV 

..ultlv.ril "f *1'^ pn.vinc- arp (1. fiiHeat iHilisalion of ull 

vi tf o ’ “"*'■.,“'‘ 1 ’ Imi'ls throutflioiil Hcn^tnl (hiriii){ the next culti- 

>a on season. niiport of yarna of all eonnts in suffieiMit quantities so 

that ll,e present , oth famine may be li.,ui<lale.l at onee, t-t) „ .iek reviva 

adilitional sums by wnrkins 'I'mnK the i‘lle months of (he year and (4) 
so ' /har (he \'it ^7 ’■‘‘‘■""‘"“‘"t t" newlys-reated [Mists in all departments 

i idLiU al o n, , ""'I'’™' “ tf'-ater amount id (he 

biidnt allotments on salaries of staff alone mav he de|)arted from in order 
to prodme taiiKihle and instantaneous results. ’ 

I have seen with my own eyes in many a village many acres of fallow 

Iriffl " '“( * 1“'^'". I """'P’y lieeause the ahseiifee owners are 

ndiflereiit ahmit hrm(iin(t under the plou,rh every inch of eultivahle land 
A the honourable members of this House who visit rural areas n m and then 
will also assert the same tlnuR in res, wet of their similar exjwnW all lim 
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rural Bengal. It is strange indeed that when the prices of paddy and rice 
are still running high and the poorer classes are finding it difficult to pur- 
chase food at such prices, lands which may produce additional food for 
thousands are allowed to lie idle like this. 

Kvcrvhody here will agree with me if 1 tell the House with all the 
emphasis at my command that men and specially womenfolk, to enahle 
them to live in so(dety, reciuire some covering for their hodits niore 
urgently than food to feed their hungry stomachs. There is not a single 
female in Bengal who would not gladly agree to go without food for a few 
days in order to get even a coarse stirec to wear. It is a pity that there is 
ii<» mention in the budget spee<'ji about the acute scarcity of cloth and the 
steps taken by the Ministry about the removal of the causes which led to 
that scarcity. 1 am convinced beyond a shadow of doubt that the present 
Ministry has the capacity for ending this state of affairs quickly. Hence I 
am begging the ll(urblc t^iief Minister to <lo his very best in this matter, 
as early as possible. 

(k)ttage industries like hand-weaving, ]>a})er-making, oil-pressing, 
sugar-manufacture may be easily jmshed on without much expert guidaiu'e 
more h(» (Ui a co-operative basis as in China, but then' is nothing to show 
that anybody spent a thought on items like those. M'hen the industrial 
revolution took place in the western countries tlie conditions favoured such 
an upheaval but, the evils of over-industrialisation are manifest now even 
in the most advanced countries of Europe and the new world and yet in 
provinces like Bengal where man])(>wer is always available in liuge ([uan- 
titi('s, attempts are not being made at all about tljc immediate starting of 
suitabh' cottage industries. 

All this is happening in this unhappv province simply because the 
right types of men are not being chosen hy the Government for the key 
]>()sts. The same ])ast tendencies of dumi)ing every office W’ith unworthy 
favo\irites ami superannuated mi'ii are ram])ant e\en now with the result 
that men with missionary zeal and practical idealism, men who ha^e 
confidence in themsi'lves and tlu'ii' methods rd work and who can take the 
initiative successfully in launching big productive projects are being kept 
in the background instead of being hunted out ami j)laced in (‘barge. In 
choosing flu* subordinate agt'Ucies also gnait care is necessary for workers 
who work mechauicall> and are liy nature ajjt to follow routine matters 
and rules only should never be chosen f(tr work in any department of a 
constructive and nation-building nature. With de(*]test regret I am saying 
all this be(‘ause I eonsider it my duty to caution my friends to see the 
writing on the wall. Those who try to (ding to ideas and notions wdiich 
are (Tumbling all over the world, are bound to r(*p(‘nt later on for tlieir 
failure to detect the fissures in time. These are not the idle words of a 
visionary but of a well-meaning, cautious man prone to analyse and 
appraise situations very carefully us a result of life-long public service and 
mistakes of the i>ast. 

The same age-old practice of recruiting experts and forming sub-com- 
mittoes is held out to us as the only beiioonlight which may enable this 
provincial ship to reach a comfortable and safe shore through all mists and 
storms. I beg to differ from that viewpoint and beseech the honourable 
Cabinet members nut to fritter away their energies in search of expert.s and 
in going tlmnigh the recommendations of such sub-committees. The deli- 
berations of committees may be^if some use under ordinary conditions when 
the time factor is not at all of very great conse(juence ; but under extra- 
ordinary situations like the present, deeds first, deeds .se(*oiid and deeds 
always should be the motto of all who are iu charge of the i)roviucial 
administrat ive machinery . 

As regards the supply of food to the inhabitants of Calcutta and its 
suburbs, the recent decision of the Central Government about shifting that 
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burden again on to the shoulder of the rrovincial (iovernment is highly 
regrettable and the Ministry should try to get that detusion reversed at all 
costs. 

The “Grow More Food’’ campaign cunmd be solved simply by appoint- 
ing ‘KH) additional agricultural oflicers of different grades, opening centres 
for distribution of improved seeds, advising use of manures in greater 
quantities and of improved varieties and making some budget provision for 
additions to the existing irrigation faeilities. Human element is being 
totally ignored in this connection. AVhat will trained agricultural officers 
do in a place like Bengal where illiteracy and suicidal conservatism whieh 
IS tile outcome of suidi illiteracy will prevent the cultivators from taking 
the cx]»ert advice of such trained meny The example of Britain, Japan 
and <uch other countries where literacy prevails and the recent experiments 
in (‘hina should act as an eye-opener in this matter. (At this stage the red 
light was lit but the member was allowed to conclude his speeeh.) 

I am sorrv to note that there is no mention of the sums budgeted for 
under ihe head “Fiilucation” in the speech of the Hon’hle Finance Minister. 

is an omission which retpiires .stune explanation in my opinion. A 
routine head like *‘K<Iucatioir’ was perhap^ couNidered of smaller iini>ort- 
anc(* in comparison with items like fuinine relief, rehabilitation, planning 
and j'econstrnction, et<*. As the nercentage of literacy in Bengal will not 
exceed 12 )a‘r cent, of the jjopulation whereas the periamtuge of literary 
ev»‘n in a country like ('liina is liigher, 1 wonder liow an imoortant item 
like tlmt (‘ame to be ignored in this way. 1 find, however, that a large 
sum hii" ht*eu provided under the hi*ad “Fiducation” hut as usual the amount 
allotted for higher (Mliication is much larger in ]»roportion to the amounts 
pn»vi(led for primary (‘duration for which fur larger sums ought to have 
been hiidgted. 

Witluuit a nro])er planning f(»r immediate mash literacy tin* condition 
of lural Bengal will never improve and this fact was lost sight of when 
the budget was being drawn up. I must, however, convey my gratitude 
to the Ifon'hle Finance Minister and b» the Ministry as a whob* for kindly 
making a provision for a lakh of rupees for sanelioning grants to the senior 
and juni(»r madrassa** throughout Bengal for holdipg regular llefz-ul Korun 
( UtNSo tor cr<*ating Hufizes whose number is becoming scar(*cr and scarcer 
day b\ dav in this province. A much higher sum. sav, at least four lakhs 
(•light to have been allotted for an item like that. Idle Ministry will he 
failing in their dutv towards the Muslims of Bengal if this is iiot done 
early . 

In conclusion 1 like to tell my Minister friends that my criticisms wcr(‘ 
all offered in a friendly spirit in order to help them in tlnur good work with 
('(uistructive suggestions which, if acted ujxm, will jiroduce lasting yet 
([uick results. 

Maharaja BHUPENDRA CHANDRA 8INCHA, of Siisangs Mr. Deputy 
SfH^aker, Sir, let me congratulate the Hon’hle tlie Finaiu’e Minister on his 
presenting before the House the most dismal budget in a pleasing langu- 
age. Some have compared the budget to sugar-coated auinine tablets and 
others have Wen more trenchant in the criticism of the imdget. We, how- 
ever, feel that the provisions of the budget may he likened to the exiieri- 
ments of the sugar-coated mepacrine tablets, now' on, through improper 
hands much to the detriment of the people for whose benefits they are meant. 

Bengal Government have been handling amounts the like of which they 
have never done before. The question is whether the money thaf has been 
or may he available is likely to \^e sjient pro[)erly or not — whether the past 
activities of ihe Government encourage us to af'cejd their promises on their 
face value. Even though the past activities of the Government be not 
encouraging, some of the honourable members of this House may yet suggest 
measures with a view to imjjroying the situation. As a new-comer to this 
House T feel rather difladent in encroaching on the province of veterans 
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from whom WB have already heard certain suggestions and we hope to hear 
more. I should therefore restrict my observations to the narrations before 
the House of my experience gathered about the state of affairs in the 
countryside and oi some places too far away from Calcutta and its suburbs 
as they stand affected by the present administration. I have recently been 
coming from my home that has been by a peculiar fancy of the Rulers 
included in what are called the “Partially Excluded Areas”. Those areas 
were Pandah Barjit and after 200 years of British rule those have again 
been declared as “Partially Excluded Areas” and to prove that they are 
partially excluded the headquarters of that area has been connected with 
the wholly “Included World” by a partially incomplete road, the only 
means of communication and supply of the produce of a paddy surplus area 
of the Mymensingh district, and this again is one of the oldest District 
Board roads in the Mymensingh district. The headquarters remains cut 
off from the outside world for four months every year. This is how the 
dual protection has been functioning in that area. This is also how the 
road administration department of the Government is functioning in the 
Excluded Area. Is it not possible to hpd over the })roportionate road cess 
to His Excellency the Governor for discharging his duties to that area? 
When I reached the iiroximity of the railway station I was surprised to 
find huge dumps of paddy stocked in the open that was waiting to be 
despabmed by the railway and other means of conveyance. It was some 
relief to be told locally that measures were being taken to speed ui> 
despatch of the paddy ; but 1 was also told that the measures were very 
inadequate. This is about the functioning of ancdher department of the 
Government. The question which naturally arose in my mind was, why 
is it that when the (lovermncnt bad made purchases or instructed i)urcbases 
of paddy to be luade in oiit-of-tlic-v\ay places, they had not given pro])er 
thouglit <0 the sitiuUion that might aiise out of the difficulties due to lack 
of proper means of tra!rs]>ort? Was it due to want of proj)er co-ordiimtion 
arrangement between the various departments of Government administra- 
tion? Will it be improper to suggest that it is high time that the huij<on 
work was thoroughly overliauled if there has been any already or one was 
instituted at once, if there is mme. 

I then came to Mymensingh where I w'as told, immediately before I had 
arrived, it had been made known by beat of drum that it would be a i»enal 
offence to criticise u Government official anywhere. This kept me thinking 
whether there was something very gravely 'wrong somewhere. Sui)pres8iou 
of criticism of nopular Government leads to all sorts of rumours. I was 
surprised to find that the people were coinpluiniiig about the inadequate 
snpnly of the essentials of human requirements. The people of the 
exclusively oaddy-growung area were complaining about the uneconomic 
price of paddy at which they were to part w’ith their only source of income 
and from every nook and corner came complaints about the inadequacv of 
the supply of food, clothing and medicines. These are matters on which 
public sentiments are bound to be moved deeply. Instead of remedying 
evils it is unjust and cruel to thrust any dangerous })ill down the throat of 
the people without letting them utter a word of protest. 

When I listened to the speeches of the Hon’ble Finance Minister I felt 
puzzled and wondered whether I had been in a dreamland on my way from 
the countryside, or I am here under the spell of a magician? But the 
stem realities of day-to-day life are too hard to allow the spell of the 
speeches to last for a long time. When the Government measures aimed 
at stimulating production, result in less milk, less fish, less meat, less oil, 
less cloth and even less 8alt,-^nay lesser than the minimum requirements 
of human system, — the feeling that inevitably grows on us is that either 
the Ministerial promises are misleading or the administrative machinery' 
has gone wrong somewhere. This Ministry had got a fair chance for 
overhauling the machinery. It seems they have not been able to turn it 
to good account. 
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The question of overhauling should engage the attention-^ the honour- 
able members of the House as well as of the honourable members who are 
occupants of the Treasury Benches, and the approach need be made with 
a spirit free from the common human prejudice and shortcomings. 

I now come to draw the attention of the House and of the Government 
to the case ot the semindars, whose wailings mav be compared with those of 
the Hon1)le Finance Minister himself. But the Finance Minister stands 
on a better ftwtiug having lieen helped out ot the Meston Award to the 
Niemeyer Award while the zemindars are on extremely precarious grounds 
without any prospect of help from any quarters. They have cried them- 
selves hoarse lor help in the matter of speedy realisation of rents but to no 
ehect. Now that the Agricultural Income-tax Act has been put into 
operation as recommended by the Floud Commission, it is only meet and 
]iro]ier that that CommisHimCs recommondutious about the speedy realisa- 
tion of rents should also he given effect to. The Agricultural Income-tax 
has come so suddenly on us that even the Government have been encounter- 
ing certain ditficulties in dealing with the provisions of the Act. Naturally, 
the zemindars may hope to get breathing time before the provisions of the 
Act me fully enforced. We hope the Government will at least instruct a 
IcN.-. stringent ni)idication of its procedure at the heginniirg. It is generally 
ludievcd that the zemindars have of late reaped a good harvest, 
t)Ut the critics forget that the lean years through w'hich the 
zemindars had to jjus.s have lett most of them hardly any chance to retrieve 
Inmi that ]»osition. The generality of landholders are fur from being in 
an\ enviable jiosition. 1 should even go so far as to suggest 

Mft DEPUTY SPEAKER: Maharaja, it will he better if you finish 
\('ui spcuch after the player. I will give you full time. 

'riie iIou.se stands adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer. 

(The H<m'*e wa^ at this stage adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After ad jo u m t . ) 

Maharaja BHUPENDRA CHANDRA 8INCHA, of 8ii8an|;: 1 should 
even g<) so tar as to suggest that in consideration of the services rendered 
to society ill its entirety, the case of the zemindars justly deserves to be 
treated with more sympathy and understanding at a phase of their 
existence when they have fallen on evil times and even on evil tongues. 

I should like to draw the attention of the Government to the desir- 
ability of reviewing the policy uf giving protection to encumbered estates 
under the Court of Wards. When any estate is (’ommitted to the charge 
of Court of Wards the protection given should be wholly adeciuate and the 
Court of Wards should be in a position to discharge its duties in an 
etficient manner. The private zemindars have mostly to dejiend on the 
goodwill of the jieople for the successful management of their estates and 
it must be said to the credit of the 8ucc<»s8ful landholders that the good- 
will on them are liestowed by the people under their care, in unstinted 
measures, in spite of many provocative causes to the contrary. But placed 
as the Court of Wards has been, the elements of personal touch with the 
tenants, as in the case of the zemindars, cannot form a feature of its 
adminiiitration in general. The law's governing it should therefore be 
helpful for easing the performance of the task it is entrusted with. The 
Court of Wards’ success mainly depended on the application of the certi- 
ficate. procedure; this privilege has since been denied to it. We therefore 
hope thM the Government will consider the desirability of reintroducing 
the certificate prwedure with the estates under the Court of Wards and 
in the estates in areas where the revisional settlement operations have been 
over, and thereby help the speedy realisation of rents. The appellate court 
for cases under certificate procedure may conveniently be placed under the 
Civil Court instead of the Revenue Cfturt with a view to atrhieving speedy 
cesultfl. 



134 


GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


[21st Feb., 


One more point and I have finished. I appeal to the honourabh 
members and to the Government that remembering the past services of tht 
eemindars of Bengal to the economic, cultural and social uplift of the 
province as a whole, can they not treat them with some amount of consi 
deration before the mercy bullet is put through their chest? Do the scion 
of this great class which has served the country in so many direction 
deserve no fairer treatment from their countrymen before they are finalb 
crushed out of existence? We hear of various services and reconstructioi 
schemes, we have also heard of special seats haying been reserved fo 
special classes for special kinds of services, would it be too much to expec 
tnat competent and qualified ones amongst the descendants of zemindar 
should be suitably accommodated and provided for under the variou 
schemes relating to land development, general administration, agriculture 
industries and nie like? 

We are on the throes of great events and much of constructive geniu 
is required from persons who have the good fortune of guiding the destin; 
of our people at this critical juncture. Bengal has suffered much in repu 
tation during the past few years. Is it not possible to get topther th 
best brains of Bengal to work for the common good of the Motherland a 
this great moment? Great achievements demand unprejudiced devotioi 
to duty. Little minds and great things go ill together. Is it too mucl 
to expect that out leaders of the parties shall be able to forget their pas 
bitterness of feeling and join hands to work together for the commoi 
good of our Mothenand? 

Rai Sahib MONMOHAN DAS: Sir, in criticising the budget, I woub 
speak fit the outset that the Ilon’ble Finance Minister has presented th 
budget with nice projects of popular schemes, such as food production 
development of fisheries, famine relief, anti-epidemic measures and so on 
due to which the Government shall have to incur a heavy debt of nineteei 
crores. 

Before going into the details of income and expenditure of each head 
I should speak that in these days of war emergency, sufferings and crisis 
the Government must bring all such relief measures and rehabilitatioi 
schemes for giving relief to the famine-stricken and distressed people am 
the Government should not hesitate for any amount of debt or expenditur 
as the case may be because the people must be saved. But the main quej? 
tion is whether this budgeted amount would at all come to the good of th 
distressed i)eople of Bengal and whether this huge amount would be spen 
for good administration (doing equity and justice). We also want that th 
budget be passed and the money he spent for the best interest of th 
peojde. But what do we find in the countrj’side ? How the administra 
tion is running on and how corruption, bribery, maltreatment, mal 
administration, differential treatment and misuse of money are prevailini 
all over the province? 

Sir, from topmost officers to the lowest rank, how they are dealing wit! 
the public and wasting public money and even some Ministers are spend 
ing the public money with vindictive motive for party propaganda? 

I would now refer to certain instances about the conduct and dealing 
of the resposible executive officers, and I would confine myself wit. 
regard to public health, civil supplies and relief matters. Sir, you wil 
find that sheer injustice has been done unto the public and the democrac 
has got no place; and highhandedness by the officers is going on. 

May I be permitted to j^ace before the House that at Eishoreganj tow 
in the district of Myraensingh an incident totk place at the Subdivisions 
Officer’s bungalow concerning some female Hindu nurses of Kishor^an 
F. R. E. Hospital which implicated the local Subdi visional Officei 
Mr. S. N, H. Rizvi, the most responsible officer of that subdivision. Wit 
regard to the conduct of that officer starred question No. 39 has bee 
answered this evening. 
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LtoitB ’ bf #ikpplementary questions were pnt but tbe Government denies 
liny btfih t<epprt. Mrs. Amiya Sen is a respectable lady of that town. May 
% ask Government why such a respectable lady should make such sdle^ 
Stions against the biggest officer of the subdivision lowering her own dignity 
|and" prestige? So far my information is that sensational matter was duly 
brought to tike notice of the Civil Surgeon, Mymensingh, and other authori- 
by the nurses concerned. May I know what has been the result? 
^hat action has been taken by the Don'ble the Chief Minister? It is very» 
very regretable that the matter has been stealthily dropped. Sir, such is 
the information from Eatiadi F. R. E. Hospital regarding which I am t<dd 
that a direct criminal case was started at Eishoreganj by a female Hindu 
nurse against the doctor of the hospital. 

A similar occurrence recently took place at Bajitpur F. R. E. Destitute 
Hosnital impUcatii^ the clerk. I am told the matter was reported to the 
Civil Surgeon, M^ensingh, and to the Subdivisional Officer as well. 
What becomes the result? Instead of justice, the informants are put to 
trouble. What can be done? Because everything depends upon the report 
of the executive heads. You can easily realise where we are to stand. 

Sir, allow me to speuk pf the Debt Settlement Officer of Eishoreganj 
Circle. He realised thousands of rupees while he was a Loan Collecting 
tlfticer at Bajitpur. It is understood he misappropriated about 5 to 7 
thousand of rupees, end the tnatter was traced after the lapse of a year. 
A sparrow whispers that the matter has now been peacefully dropped. 

Sir, with all the emphasis at iny command I press that a non-official 
committee of enquirj^ should at once be appointed to remove all such vicious 
elements from the Government staff. 


To speak of flje civil supplies, fixe jpeople are badly suffering for want 
of their daily nefe.ssaries mainly sa^lt, jlierosene and clotn. This is not only 
due to sl^o^fage oi‘ supply, but for .:^na|(|i^tribution also. 

Here I would add that ’nialnri'a Hat been in such a virulent type that 
alnuKt W p^r ipcpt- of Eishoreganj sutaivision 

are under, attaqk. ^ WW bfcoinq^, of the people if kerosene 

light be ,not ay^4ble in jth^e; pa^^^^ts at night? 

Cloth 'has out of mairkht,'‘^Tlie AHI lilbths that are occasionally 
supplied ' through Co-op^atiV^ Cjohtral Baii!k,.do not reach the rjoor 
people. ''' ^ "* ' ' ' J' ' ''-'J •’ill 


My ftiehd, Mk‘ Isliil,!* * 11 : 11 . Xiy.'M tHd distribute cloths in 

the municipality selected by the 'Btibdi'nsibnal Umcef and a very small 
quantity which gipes to thei trnidn bbaird uo^trplled 'shbps becomes invisible 
in the Biext fnotning at the faif^y Of'^tho lioeal’7^f6/tr^l*tfnd where the poor 
peopW' '! are tio .htatnid.M I The Sobedttledi (Pastes and ^ Rdhdus as a whole are 
practically- -dopiriv«d-«fHt.ij --H t., m,,/ 


baf beeh created iu The 


n 1 V. . . , “‘T uccu vrcmycu lu supul vision, xne 

SttbdmstOttal Officer ifi 'O’efler tq get a juirip or tp ; achieve credit from the 
deysvnmeut haS “been blind to give' Effect to the mutii-purpo^ co-operative 
society. An order has been passed by him that unless each ration-holder 
minimum share of five rupees each, hi$ ra^ibh ai^^iy should 

Hundreds of people approached me with their ration cards tlmt ration 
supply has been stopped since December, Is st^^ A^^ tba * ' 

ri Hoh’ble Mr. <Tbg^u4^' l); “ 

it' 


^ple know no bb«„. 

Minister, Co-operative, attended a public 
Xarimganj, where, I ubderstuxid; the ppopl 
^tttarpara uniohs placed^ thtir 


r Still today they bavis 

lA 


p. 

le meeting at P^aher pazar, 
of’ Gohdbat* mn^burand 
Vrifh thS 

' T> ''HW JILL? ‘LJ liljl 


w paitha*. 

% ^*nth!t 4 i T')t>on .,,fr 
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I would now place before the House not only the highhandedness and 
autocracy of the officials but also the conduct of the Minister, the Hon’ble 
Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal. During his recent visit to Kishoreganj, he 
played a very ludicrous game. 

Apprehending no reception there he took shelter under a suspended Sub- 
Deputy Magistrate who is a resident of Kishoregani subdivision to arrange 
reception. One Scheduled Caste Sub-Deputy Collector of Kishoreganj 
Criminal Court, who happens to be a Barisal man, took charge of tempo- 
rary leadership on behalf of the local Scheduled Caste public and the Sub- 
divisional Officer got bundles of leaflets printed in some names of the local 
Scheduled Castes in Government papers and deputed the Scheduled Caste 
clerks even the chaukidars to run into the Scheduled Caste villages from 
door to door to canvass for the Minister. 

Now to speak of the Hon’ble Minister himself, it is surprising to learn 
how the hon ble member of the Cabinet could speak in a public meeting — 

S that the local Scheduled Caste M. L. A. did not bring to the notice 
3 Government the distress and suflerings of the local Scheduled Caste 
people ; 

(ii) that not a single Scheduled Caste man suffered or died in his 
district in the last famine, I mean in Barisal district; 

(m) that the local Scheduled Caste M. L. A. did not inform him for 
the stipends of students and grants to the schools and even said; 

(itv) that the M. L. A., brought thousands of rupees from the Govern- 
ment for relief and instead of giving relief to the poor, he himself enjoyed 


cannot expect such a false and nonsensical statement from a res- 
ponsible mem^r of the Cabinet. How could he dare to make a false state- 
ment. How irresponsible he is! He could speak so because he was 
^iTounded by the Government officers and he was in the midst of the 
Police officers. Hence he dared to tell such a malicious lie. 

I do not like to take much of the valuable time of the House bv speak- 
ing at len^rth. This much I should add. Even His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal, stated in a meeting in the Calcutta Rotary Club that 
^ere are six crores of unfortunates in Bengal, and three main factors should 
first of all be solved, namely, (1) to grow more food from 50 million acres 
of land, (2) to reduce illiteracy, and (3) to better their health. 

It is disgraceful that the Hon’ble Minister of the Cabinet is not aware 
of the distress and sufferings of the people. 

Is it not a fact that according to the Government report more than 40 
lakhs of people died in the last famine? What would be Ihe death propor- 
tion of the Scheduled Castes? Not less than 18 to 19 lakhs! But my 
friend is not aware of that. He should leave the Cabinet at once. 

Most emphatically I speak that Ministers of this type should not be 
allowed any travelling allowance for mofussil tours for false propaganda. 
Eestnction order should be imposed upon them not to leave the station and 
to squander public money. 

Before I resume my seat I should speak one point more regarding 
artisan classes. A scheme has been pending for more than a year but not 
® thread or net has yet been supplied to the people of mv 

subdivision. 

I canont support such malpractice, maladministration and autocratic 
policy of the Ministry. 

Before I t^e my ^at I will onlv add a word. Five lakhs of rupees 
have been allotted for the Scheduled Caste education, but I am sorry to say 
^at so far as my information pes some scheduled caste hostels known m 
the Bani Hostel and the Banipith Hostel which though they have been in 



1945.] GENEBAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. W, 

receipt of a grant aince 1938 have been denied the grant Wauae of the fact 
that my frienda, who are managing theae hoatela, are aitting on thia aide of 
the House. It is sheer party politics. I hope Government will not follow 
such a party policy. With these words, I oppose the budget. 

Maulam MD. ABOUL AZIZ : C®^ 1 tflstW 
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rifC® Sft I ^ tR’H rtl® ’tl’tW f%f 
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CTl^TCSR 7ft flSR T^ff, C7C9^ 4^ 7|g| J l|- 

tlfsTC'S 'TfTft 7f;5II ^fgSTW '^•IfSt, «W, <S7lftf^ 77 PTTI 77 | 
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ifl ftTlftl 7^71 •( ^fttnS ^f7P|7 I ifl fTTW <l«<C7‘fer7 ^IftTO 

77 C5&1 7f77tf7 CTH 7«t 77 7ft I '77T 7ftl7 7^ TTT? «f57'C7‘^C7' 
f7rt7 7^C7f7 TlTftrofl C7 'SfTW £77 7f;7t7 C7t7t7 Pp¥t7 f7TO TfTTI 777717 
77tW7 ®f^77 77 I TiBITl f^f7 stipends? 7^77 "Tf® 7777, fTCTT'S: '35^ ^ 
7ttrt7l7 ^taim C77I stipend C77 7t7t7 I A.D,P.I., M.E., CTtTtT? ft7Ft7 777 
fTCTtf^, f%f79 C77 fTSf'srft 8R:7 *lf^ (7177 7^ 'ffTTI ^^TfefT fSf^ f5ratt7 
77^ I 7f7 7t7 '7^7-iB7C7f7 771 7C7^ ’t^7^t7C'^7C71^l77<a®JC77C77f7C77l7l- 
C7t7 717^7 77f7 7^7 T^TfC? I TMI Tft ‘5|®7'C7'fe C717C77 *aE^C7*ft77 777 ftlTH 
77717 55177 I 7l7 7t?7t7 <57^! TfTlt 5®f7®f7tSftl '3 f®f7f71 71:77 7t»fC77 TITTTT®! 
TTTTI ■if®7'C7‘ftC7 TtTftcisf® I 

f7f®7 7f*rft 7717 7t7l7 7C77 f7 J 7f77l7 f|7 I TTa l bU^ 77 77l 
771 7ftt7 71 I 75 7M® 7 ^ TTHI® TITTI 77® 757 I TtTinp? 7717 7t7- 
7171 77 (.7 71C77 C7 71^717 71% tW 71*1® T'SttTT tftsi Tf^TtC® I C7 TfT® ^7 5\ 
felTI t>IIO (TT^ 0-vb\6t^ 

of^ <(l5c.'o(.^ Of *fN ^r sf t c^ i 

^Bprrtr^ ctsr ^ 

'sprr^Tt^ i supply 

^ ^ (yf'm ^ i 'artft csrt^, 

CO ’rttsT ^ 80 ?r? I (?\^ '^t€t <7T^ ^StC5? 

^0 ^1 ^1 1 gi 

fTOr%:^ ^ ^ I through^ ^5^51 (TOR 

^rfei ^ ^^#Ertc^*f I ^ w 15 ^ j[7t^- 

^PfirCTO!^ I ?R (TT <tt^C.^CS5> ^ I 

^ ^ til^R ^ ^11 6\ 

^ vil^R -<3 TTS 

^ I '®ftf% ^ 'arfe ’Tf^ ^4 %C? TOTl- 

(?rt<t I 4 ^ vil<t?R 5t%i isf^ I 

’n ^ c5Tf^ <lR^n, ^stisi^r ’rt<rBr«t csTRr 

^ vfj^ Tipnn ^ "f^ iipr c^Ni fro c^ frirt'c <trc^ 
^ I ^irR Of ? 1 'ftft ^mi ^ 

^tfRi ^ 5TPm I 


Adjouramciit. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-30 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Thursday, 
the 22nd February, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta, 



Proeeediiif t of tke Bengal LegitlatiTe Assembly asswiUed under 
the provisions of the Government of India Aet» 1935* 

The Assembly met in the .Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the i^nd February, 1945 at 4 p.m. 

Prsssfit: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jai^aluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
12 Hon’ble Ministers and 189 members. 

Rsferenos to Privilogss Committss. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Before I proceed with the normal business 
of the House I should like to draw the attention of the House to the 
observations that were made against the Chair by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal 
last evening in course of suiipleinentary questions. I have got the copy 
of the observations that were made against the Chair by l)r. Sanyal. 
There are three courses left open to — either I should resign or I should 
ask Dr. Sanyal to move a motion of removal or I should 
refuse to preside over the deliberations of this House. 1 have thought it 
desirable to place the whole matter Wfore the Privileges Committee and 
along with it I propose to invite the leader of the House, the J^eader of 
the Opposition and the leaders of different parties, particularly the Leader 
of the Congress Party. If thiiij^ are allowed to go on in this way I think 
not only the dignity of the Chair hut the dignity of the whole House will 
he i]n paired. If the House agrees 1 will place the whole matter beginning 
Iroiu the question and its reply by Government and the suppleinentaries 
i allowed to that (juestion. I want the opinion of the House in this 
matter ami 1 hope the House will give its opinion now' and here, and will 
have no objection to my referring it to the Privileges Committee. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I thought that yesterday’s incident 
was clo.sed after the withdrawal of my observations on the floor of the 
House in view of tiie assurance given by the Deputy Speaker and acted 
up later on to permit us to proceed with our supplementary (lucstions. 
But since the Deputy Speaker desires to raise the issue again and to have 
a sort of inquisition thereon, I take up the challenge. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Questions. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answm were given) 

Appointment of Siil>*Deputy Colleotors from Eduoation Dopartmont. 

•40. Mr. ABUL H088AIN AHMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Homo I>epartment l)e pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
Government have decided to apiK>int some Sul>-Deputy (Villectors from among 
the officers of various deiiartments ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirnmtive, will the Hon'blo Minister 
be pleased to state whether bklucation Dejmrtment has been includetl for 
such selection? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) whether qualified English teachers of Government High Schools are 
eligible for such poets, and 

(u) if not, what are the reasons thereof? 
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Khan BahaAir MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of tho Hon'bfo Khwaja 
Sir Naiimuddin): {a) and (6) Yes. 

(cKO No. 

iii) The school teachers, who are accustomed to more or less sedentary 
woric, were not considered suitable for relief and rehabilitation work which 
requires much energy and ability to do hard touring. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEH” Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there are any Munsifs working as Magistrates? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Munsifs are trying criminal 
cases. 

Mr, ABUL H08AIN AHMED: As there must be some deserving 
teachers and as injustice may not be done towards them, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to consider the cases of exceptionally smart and active 
young teachers with higher or foreign qualifications? 

Khait Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In reply to (c) {ii) 1 said that 
they “were” instead of “are” — I have amended it. If the honourable 
member desires, this question may be re-examined by Government. 

Mr. P. BANERill: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that some of the 
teachers of Government schools have already been transferred to execu- 
tive services in Calcutta? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government have any scheme under contempla- 
tion to confirm these officers as Deputy Collectors? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Which officers? 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Officers appointed as Deputy 
Collectors from different departments. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Appointments as temporary Sub- 
Deputy Collectors have been made from various branches of service under 
Government. 

Babu MADHU8U.DAN BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state w'hether Government have any scheme under contempla- 
tion to confirm them? 

Khan Bahadlir MOHAMMED ALI: At the present moment, as 1 said, 
these appointments are purely of a temporary character. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state the reasons to the House why Government appointed 
them from diff’erent departments instead of appointing them directly? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because there was great shortage 
of officers and as these appointments were purely of a temporary character, 
Government thought that various officers under various departments 

should be promoted and given these temporary appointments. 

Babu MADHUBUDAN ^BARKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether Government contemplates filling up the vacancies 
that are caused due to the promotion of these officers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Consequential vacancies — yes. 
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Maital tiftwiwt tf Mr. iMmita Olwrwi Dultis a Moarity pri aa w ar. 

• 41 . Mr. NIKUMA BEHARI MAITIl (a) Will the Hon’ble Minuter 
a charge of the Home (Inila) Department he leased to ebito whether it is a 

act— 

(t) that Mr. Adwaita Chkran Dutta, a political aecurity priaonar, ma 
arrested on the 26th September^ 1942, during the period of hie 
prolonged illness; 

• (ti) that he was immediately after admitted into the Presidency Jail 
Hospital ; 

(Hi) that he remained there nearly for two months for treatment of 
inflammation of glands suspected to be of tuWrcular infection ; 

{IV) that he has since then l)een suffering from various ailments, via., 
(1) chronic pain and burning sensation in the gall bladder 
region, (2) hernia, (3) pain in kidney region, (4) tonsillitis, 
(5) filaria and (6) blood pressure; and 

{v) that he has sent in several petitions including those sent to Inspector- 
General of Prisons, dated 2nd August, 1943, and to the Home 
Minister on 15th November, 1943, for treatment in Medical 
College? 

(h) If the ansvc-er to (o) is in the aflirraative, will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state further whether he is considering the desirability of — 

(i) releasing him in view of his shattered health on medical grounds; or 

(ii) sending him to the Medical College Hospitals as an indoor patient 

for immediate relief? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of tho Hon*blo Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (i) He was arrested on the date mentioned but I have 
no information on his illness prior to his arrest. 

(ii), (Hi) and (v) Yes. 

(iv) He com[dained of chronic pain and burning sensation in the gall- 
bladder region and pain in kidney region. 

(h) (t) No. 

(u) The prisoner has already been treated in the Medical College 
Hospitals from 12th June, 1944, to Ist September, 1944, and is now 
receiving treatment in jail according to the prescriptions of the Professor of 
Medicine, Medical College. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he has shown any signs of improvement? 

Khan BaliMlur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the improvements? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is difficult to answer that 
question now at this stage, but I can say that after his* treatment he is 
now much better. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
take it from me that he has not improved since then but he has deteriorat- 
ed in his health? 

Khan BMiadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir, that is not the informa- 
tion of Government. After his treatment, he is better. The treatnient 
is, of course, continuing under the direction of the Professor of Medicine, 
Medical College. 
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AlltiHl fafting ami living on rachiOMt iM liy OMlain aeaurity fgjMMr* 
of Prosidency Jail. 

•42. MliS MURA DUTTA GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — ^ 

(i) whether some security prisoners in the Presidency Jail numbering 

about 12 are living on half diet from the 16th February, last", 

(ii) whether of such prisoners Sri juts Satindra Nath Sen and Amargopal 

Nandy, m.a., are living on one diet from the 7th May last; 
and 

(Hi) whether Srijut Amargopal Nandy has with previous notice com- 
menced a week’s fasting from the 14th May last? 

(h) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(t) whether the steps taken by the prisoners as referred to above are 
by way of protest against the Government’s refusal to allow the 
security prisoners to contribute to the non-official relief com- 
mittees from their dietarv allowance; 

(ii) when Government came to know about the facts mentioned in (a); 
and 

(Hi) whether Government have agreed to allow the security prisoners to 
contribute to official committees by curtailing their dietary 
allowance ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon'ble Khwaja 
•Ir Naiimuddin): (a) (i) Yes, from 15th February, 1944, to the end of 
June, 1944, since when they are drawing Re. 1 per head per day and 
leaving the balance from their diet allowance of Re 1-8 for contribution 
for relief. 

(ii) Yes, Bttbu Satin Sen lived on diet equivalent to value of one-third 
of diet allowance from 7th May, 1044, to Ibth June, 1044, and Babu AifttS* 
Gopal Nandy did the same from 7th May, 1044, to 18th May, 1044. 

(Hi) Yes, from ]4th May, 1044, to iHltli May, 1944. 

(h) (il Yes, that was the cause advanced by them. 

(ii) On the days following those on which the prisoners took the action 
referred to. 

(in) Security prisoners are allowed to make contributions to any relief 
organisation from their private cash. Contributions made from savings in 
the dietary allowance are pennitted to bt* sent to the Bengal Central Relief 
Fund only. That committee does, so far as is practicable and desirable, 
pass on all individual contribution received by way of assistance to the 
organisations— -official or non-official — for which they have been earmarked 
by their donors. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps were taken to prevent the fasting of the 
prisoners by Government when they received information on the very 
next day that they had taken recourse to fasting? 

Khill ‘ Bahaclur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member 
to reply (h) (Hi) where it is stated that they arc permitted to contribute 
from private cash to any relief organisation, official or non-official. But 
so for as savings from their dietary allowance are concerned, Government 
would permit them to send their contributions to the Bengal Central 
Relief F^nd with the proviso that if they are intended to pass on to any 
non-official organisation, that would be done by the Central Committee. 

Mr. ATUL OHANDRA SEMI With reference to answer (b) (iu), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why Bengal Central Relief 
Fund has been singled out for having this privileged treatment, and why 
it is not left to the donors to decide where the money should go? 
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lOiin Bthidur MOHAMMED ALIS The honourable member has not 
understood the answer. The Bengal Central Relief Fund should be given 
the saving from dietary allowance, but any contribution from private 
cash can be sent to any organisation. So far as savings from oietary 
allowances are concerns, the security piHsoners should send them on to 
the Bengal Central Relief Fund on condition that they should be passed 
on to any other organizations. Those savings could be earmarked for 
any particular purpose and the Bengal Central Relief Fund would honour 
those requests. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Why should not they be permitted to 
contribute direct to other funds? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a different matter. I am 
not prepared to answer that. 

Reloase of Mr. Adwaita Charan Dutta« a politioal saourity prisoner, on ground 

of heaith. 

*43. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: {a) Will the Uon’blo Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jail.s) Department be pleased to state whether it is 
a fact — 

{i) that political security prisoner Mr. Adwaita Charan Dutta was arrest- 
ed on the ‘itith September, 1942, during his prolonged illness and 
siiK'c then has been suffering from various ailments, viz., (1) 

( lironic |>ain, burning sensation and acidity in the dt'f)denum duo 
to |H»ptic ulcer, (2) pain in the kidney region, (li) hernia, (4i gall 
bladder troubles, (5) tonsillitis, (i>) filaria, (7) bl(K)d ]>n*ssure, 
<8) insoiiinia, (9) severe headache and (10) constipation; 

(h) that he was admitted into the Medical College Hospitals as an indoor 
patient and underwent treatment under Dr. M. N. Do, First 
Physician and Professor of Medicine, Medical College Hospitals, 
Calcutta, for more than eleven weeks, i.e., with effect from the 
12th June, 1944, to 1st September, 1944; 

(iti) that Dr. M. N. De, First Physician and Professor of Medicine, has 
recommended Mr. Adwaita (^haran Dutta. to the (lovernment of 
Bengal, Home Department, to bo a fit case for release on medical 
grounds ; 

(ir) that Mr. Dutta has been sent back to the Presidency Jail without 
beipg cured of all his ailments; and 

(r) that there is no relief or improvement of his ailments which are 
causing him suffering? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he i.s considering the ilesirability of releasing him 
unconditionally or even on conditions, if necesssary, on me<licul groundH as 
recommended by Dr. M. N. De, First Physician and Professor of Medicine, 
Medical College Hospitals, Calcutta? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of the Hon’bla Khwaja 
Sir Naiimuddin): (a) (i) The prisoner has been suffering from chronic 
nain and burning sensation in the gall-bladder region and pain in the 
kidney region since his arrest and detention on 26th September, 1942. I 
have no information on bis medical history prior to arrest. 

(tV) and (m) Yes. 

(ir) and (-p) His treatment in the Medical College Hospijtals has been com- 
pleted and he was discharged on 1st September, 1944. He is, however, still 
receiving the treatment in jail according to the prescriptions of the Professor 
^ of Medicine, Medical College. 
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(6) Arrangements were made to have the prisoner ex^ined by a medical 
board on 26th November, 1^, to consider tne desirability of releasing the 
prisoner on medical grounds. The Board has expressed .the opinion that the 

S risoner’s continued detention is, not likely to accentuate the course of bis 
isease and accordingly he has not been released «on medical grounds. 

Mr. NISHiTHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether the opinion of the Professor of Medicine, Medical 
College, was taken and considered by the Board? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMEO ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NIMITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if he is a member of the Board? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NISHiTHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given, does 
the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable that his case be sent for review 
by the Medical Board and the Board should consider that in the presence 
of the Professor of Medicine, Medical College, who is giving him 
treatment ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not necessary, because 
Government really examined the question of releasing the prisoner on 
medical grounds. He was examined by a number of medical men and the 

medical men were of opinion that his disease would not in any way be 

accentuated by his detention. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that this Professor recommended the release of this prisoner on grounds 
of health? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that he has answered this question in reply (a) (ni)? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: May be 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minis^r be 
pleased to state whether the opinion of the Medical Board was unanimous? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 


Family aliowwioa of Profaasor Prafulit Chakravarty dotainad in Jaii. 


•44. Mlai MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: Will the Ilon'hle Minister in charge 
of the Ilmne (Jails) Department Ik' pleased to state — 

(rt) whether any family allowance has l)een granted to Professor Prafulla 
(liakravarty, now detained in the Barisal Jail and if so, 

what is the amount; 

(h) whether it is a fact that Professor Chakravarty was earning about 
Rs.20() per month when he was at large; 

(c) what was the i>ay he was receiving as a Professor ; 

(d) what was he earning by tuition ; 

(e) the reason why he has not been granted allowance equal to what ho 


was earning; 

if) whether it is a fact that his old father who is suffering from gastno 
ulcer is compelled to work because Professor Chakravarty has by 
bis detention been deprived of bis income ; and 
(a) the number of dtM>endant8 of Professor Chakravarty? 

Kilim SthMiiir MOHAMMEP ALI (on brtolf of Urn Hon'bto Khwajo 
Sir Naiimuddifl) : (a) Yes. Rs. 50 per mouth was originally granted wi^h 
effect from 18th September, 1942, and this has been increased to Rs. lO 
per month with effect from Ist April. 1944. 
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(b) Tm. 

(c) Rs.llO per month. 

(d) About Re. 100 per month. 

(e) The amount considered necessary for the support of his father, his only 
principal dependant, and others has been sanctioned in this case. 

(/) I have no such information. 

(g) Principally one (the father, who is also reported to be earning). 

M|r. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state who are the other dependants and what is their number? 

Khan Bahailur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: How does the Hon ble Minister 
think that this Rs. 75 is sufficient when he does not know who are his 
denpendants and how they are being supported? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The dependants are known, but 
at the present moment it is not known to me. I shall take time to search 
for this matter in the file. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
about 7 or 8 members living in the Dacca establishment of the Professor 
are dependent on his income? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, 1 have not got that informa- 
tion with me. So I cannot reply to that question. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Does the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of making a further enquiry into the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is hot necessary. Enquiries 
and everything are completed. 1 have not got the information with me. 
Certainly it is with Government, but not with me. 

Mr, NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the reply that he was 
earning about Rs. 210 per month, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what prevents Government from increasing his allowance up to 
the amount that he was earning? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This ]>oint has been replied to on 
several occasions when I have explained the policy of Government regard- 
ing grant of family allowance and it is not always the question that 
simply because a certain prisoner was earning a certain amount, that 
very amount should be sanctioned to him by . Government. That has 
never been the policy of Government. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that his old father who is also infirm and invalid has been compelled to 
earn, us Rs. 75 is quite inade<|uate for the muintenanco of the dependants 
of Professor, Prafulla Chakravarty? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

8]. NARENORA NATH DAB GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that Professor Prafulla Chakravarty had been earning more than 
Rs. 40() per month as pay in the College as well as by private tuition? 
He was earning about Rs. 200 per month as pay and by private tuition he 
was also earning nearly Rs. 200. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information of Government 
is that he was drawing a salary of Rs. HO per month and he was earning 
^ another Rs. 100 by private tuition. 
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Mr. NISHITMA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister please 
look to his reply (g) where it is admitted that his father is reported to be 
earning, and sav why he ^^asked for notice” in reply to one of my pre- 
vious questions r 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I asked for notice in reply to 
your question, whether because of the distress in the family he was com- 
pelled to earn; but I have already stated that he was earning. 

Mir. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state how much his father is earnng now? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

8). NAREN.DRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that his father had not been earning anything at the time when his 
son Professor Prafulla Chakra varty was detained as a security prisoner? 

Khan Bahadih* MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer that “the 
father is also reported to be earning” aqd in view of the information supplied 
by me that his father is both infirm and is not capable of earning and has 
been compelled to earn, because the allowance is an inadequate one, does the 
Hon’ble Minister think it desirable that Government should consider this 
and increase his allowance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. Government may, if 
honourable member insists, only re-examine the case. 

Beourity prisoners. 

*45. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Dejiartment lx‘ pleased to state — 

(a) the total mnnl>er of security prisoners, (?) j)olitical and (//) non- 

political detained at present under (I) the Defence of India Act 
and Pules or Ordinance III of ltM4 and (II) the Kegulation III; 

(b) how many oolitical security pri.soners made iepre‘^entation> as con- 

temolateu in section T of Ordifiance ITT of IfMl, and with w'hat 
result; and 

(c) how many of the security prisoners (?) jmlitical and (/?) non- 

jK)IiticuI have been arrested and taken into custody since May, 
194J1, up to date? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddin) ! (a) (I) (?) One thousand two hundred and eighty-six 

on the 7th November, 1944, 

(ii) Two thousand three hundred and sixty-six on the 7th November, 
1944. 

(II)(t) Fifteen on the 7th November, 1944. 

(ii) Nil on the 7th November, 1944. 

(b) Such representations were received from alxiut 350 security prisoners 
only. The representations were duly taken into consideration by the Govern- 
ment at the time of the review oi the respective cases as required by section 
9 of the Ordinance. 

(r)(0 Two hundred and fifty-five up to the 16th November. 1944. 

(tO One hundred and five up to the 29th November, 1944. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want to amend the answer to 
(c)(^*) as folows: 

%i%) 1S6 on the Ist of F^ruary 1945,” 

Ral HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to bring the answer up-to-date? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So far aa («)(w) is concerned I have 
amended the answer and Riven the up-to-date figure. But if I am to give 
up-to-date figures to the other questions I have to ask for notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIS WiU the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleas^ to state whether the Government consider it desirable to enquire 
and ascertain why out of 1,286 prisoners only 350 made representations and 
others did notP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is more than what Govern- 
ment can say why security prisoners did not make representations. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Do the Government consider 
it desirable to enquire and ascertain why they did not make any 
representations P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 do not understand why Govern- 
ment should make that enquiry. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: Why should they notP 

Khan Bahadur MOHMMED ALI: Will the honourable member explain 
why they should P 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Having regard to the fact 
that law provides for such representations and that representations were not 
forthcoming, why should not Government consider it their duty to enquire 
and ascertain why as many as nearly 900 prisoners did not make any 
representation at allP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is for the prisoners to make 
refiresentations or not. Government cannot compel them to make repre- 
sentations. If 900 prisoners choose not to make any representations it is 
their business. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Having regard to the fact 
that evidently these prisoners have no confidenee in replying to those persons 
who have got them arrested, will the Government consider it desirable to 
set up a committee of judicial officers to consider their representations and 
give the security firisoners a further opportunity to make representations P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know that 
the security prisoners do not like to send representations for the reason that 
the grounds of detention as required by the Ordinance III of 1944 to be sent 
to them are all stereotyped and do not disclose any definite reasons for their 
detention P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: They have to be more or less stereo- 
typed because the charges against all these prisoners are more or less the 
same, but Government cannot disclose all the charges in detail because it 
would not be in the interest of public security. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU : In view of the answer just now given, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how the prisoners are expected 
to state their defence if the cnarges are not definite so that they can under- 
stand what the charges are against them? 

Khan BMbr MOHAMMED ALI: The general grounds and charges 
are given and if the security prisoners so like they can give after learning 
the general details of the charges. 

Mr. dOCEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hoh’ble Minister aware that 
in many cases no charges have been formulated as yet though more than 6 
months have elapscMlP 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. That is not my informa- 
tion. 

Mff BAMTOSH KUMAR BABUs Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in framing the grounds of detention in many cases it has been assumed that 
the party concerned knows the grounds and that nothing more need be 
disclosed ? , 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. Some indication is given 
in the charges. 

Mr. JOCEBH OHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that in some cases only Police officers go and talk to some of them instead 
of giving them any grounds and afterwards the order is renewed.^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is done at the time or just 
before the time of review of the cases of security prisoners to ascertain the 
attitude or frame of mind of these prisoners and to find out whether there 
has been any change in them or not. 

Mr, JOGEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: Does the Hon’ble Minister say that 
the Police officers decide whether a case is to be reviewed or notP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. What the honourable 
member refers to is the interview with the security prisoner of the Police 
Officer to ascertain if there has been any bona fide change of front or 
attitude in the mind of the prisoners. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state how the prisoners can be expected to make any represen- 
tation at ail if no specific charges are communicated to them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Charges are communicated to the 
security prisoners. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: Do I understand the 
Hon’ble Minister to say that in eveiy^ case a specific and particular charge 
is communicated or has been communicated to the security prisoner.^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know what the honourable 
member means by the term “specific”. I have already explained that for 
security reasons details cannot be given but indications of the charges are 
given. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he can cite an instance in which the charges have been set out 
or communicated and can he read out any form of the charges? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot do it now. 

Mr. dOGEBH OHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
only the wording of the section is repeated in a printed paper and given to 
the security prisoners without indicating any precise charges? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. 

Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
security prisoner^ have asked for further clarification of the charges in 
their communications to Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMI|ED ALI: Yes, Sir. Some of them have done 
so. 

Mr. BANTOBH KUMAR BABU: Have the Government responded in 
those cases by clarifying those charges as desired by security prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already explained the 
position. 1 have nothing further to add. 



ADJOUBNMENT MOTION. 


149 


194&0 


m. SANT08H KUMAR SASU: Is the Ooveinineiit aware that provi- 
siona under the new Ordinance have been reduced to a fiasco by the procedure 
adopted by Government in the formulation of the charges? 

Klmi Rihadur MOHAMMED ALI: The provisions of the Ordinance 
have been carried out by Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: la the Hon’ble Minister in a position to 
state whether for security reasons the charges cannot be given confidentially 
to the parties concerned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Charges have been given to the 
parties concerned. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are the details of the accusations or 
allegations made against each individual security prisoner giving an indica- 
tion of the nature of offence he is supposed to have committed given to him 
or supplied to him? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have already explained the 
reasons why full details cannot be supplied. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are any details of any character 
given ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHMMED ALI: A general indication is given. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is there any difference between the 
charges communicated to one security prisoner and another or is there one 
form equally for all? • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no difference if the nature 
of the charge is the same. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the llon’ble Minister know 
that the provision of Rule 7 of Ordinance III of 1944 is mandatory and 
what the legal charge means has been defined ^n the existing law and 
requires that it should be very definite and given in detail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of legal opinion. 

Mr. KIRAN 8A,NKAR ROY: Is it not a fact that these arrests are in 
the nature of preventive arrests? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, some of them are. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether all the charges are worded in the same language without 
ary change whatsoever in every case? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In cases where the nature of the 
charges is the same obviously the languakge will be the same. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY; Is it not a fact that Government find it 
very difficult to give positive charges because these prisoners have not been 
guilty of any act prejudicial to the peace of the country? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Some of them may be of that type 
and some have been guilty oi prejudicial acts. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Is it one of the objects of Govern- 
ment in formulating these charges that no effective answer can be given 
by the security prisoners so as to deserve release. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMAD ALI: No. 

Adjoummint Motion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Sir, I gaye nolice of an adjournment 
motion on cloth famine in the province and the Hon’ble Speaker has been 
Aplea^ to give his consent. 
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Mr« DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you have got an identical 
motion. 

DFi NALIMAKSHA SANYAL: The motions are not identical. Mr. 
Sen’s motion is slightly different, but I will not stand in the way. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, Mr. Sen. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, may I have the leave of the House 
to move the motion? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. I 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I beg leave of the House to move tht 
following motion : — q 

“The business of the Assembly do now stand ” , . ,, 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY. Sir, with great respect to 
the Chair I would like to point out that according to the convention bt the 
House the motion is not read out at this stage. H>i 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The consent has been given and he will hOW 
read out the motion and ask the House whether the House will give him the 
leave to move it. , 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I submit, Sir, has 

hitherto been the practice is that the notice of the motion is given ^ the 
Speaker who gives his consent. Thereafter the Speaker is fully aware df it, 
the other side is fully aware of it and so is the Government, and then the 
Speaker asks whether Government has any Jl)jeetion to it and what are Hie 
reasons in possession of Government to show that the motion shouhfcittSt be 
moved. , ; 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The motion is there. The Houst^ft n■^ffldi^- 
cussiiig the motion now. He will simply read out the motion and then he 
will hand over the coiiy of the motion and the statement to me, and' I vtill 
ask the House to give the leave. ' 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, my motion runs UvS 
business of the Assembly do now stand adjourned to disrusn flij of 
definite and urgent jmblie importanee, namely, the failure of the G.ViVejn- 
inent to prevent the acute and unjfireeedented cloth tamine that has over- 
taken the province at this moment.’ May I have the leave 

JUTA 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This is the statement supplied »>' tim 
mover: “Information coming from different sources shows th^t, an 
unprecedented cloth famine has overtaken this province at 
some places cloth is literally not available: in others the litue T^rre avail- 
able is not properly distributed. Instances hpe been known of men Wdiad- 
ing their days in tattered rags tied round their bodies and' dlifiiSl^oCNeihg 
able to come out of door having practically no cloth to oov^r theif shame. 
Government have adopted no effective measures to combat the' famine. 
From all indications it is apprehended that the situation the 

next three or four months, the Government having resorted to.P) planning 
to avert it.” Is there any objection? H?0THA8 .iM 
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Or. SluiiTal was good enough to eay that the motion hnd not been moved 
t>ecaM he did not think that I was coming back. Yesterday I was present 
^ere during the question time. 

Hr. NALINAKSHA SAMYAL: Was that all I saidP 

Tlii Hon'IHo Hr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Dr. Sauyal afterwards said 
that on Thursday, at about 4-dO p.ni., he proposed to move this motion, 
ind I said, he might do so but it would be subject to my objection. 

Mr. A. Km FAZLUL HUQ: On a |K»int of order, Sir. The question 
before the House is whether leave should be given to the mover to move the 
motion. If the Hon’ble Minister wants to give an explanation as he is now 
offering, he (MUild do so when replying to the motion, but not naw\ It is 
irrelevant. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 have allowed him. 

Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: He has made the people naked, and he is now 
making a farce of the whole thing when the mothers and sisters are almost 
naked. Is he to be allowed to indulge in irrelevant talk in this wayP 

The Hon’bM Mr, H« E, SUHRAWARDY: Sir, wnth great respect for the 
Leader of the Opposition I should say that if anybody is indulging in irrele- 
vant talks it is the Linider of the Opposition himself. 

Yesterday, Sir, I thought that the motion wmuld be moved because what- 
ever the arrangement might have been — at half-past four or at any other 
hour — it w'as tlie duty of the Opposition or anybody else desiring to move 
the adjournment motion to do so at the earliest opportunity. Now% Sir, it 
was not moved yesterday. 

Another point that 1 wish to point out is this : this is the Budget session 
and adjournment motions are iiermitted to be moved w’hen there is no 
opportunity of ventilating the grievances of the House. During the Budget 
seseion there is ample opportunity to do so and any number of members can 
speak; and when my own motion will be moved the honourable members 
will have full opportunity of discussing it and 1 shall have a full opportu- 
nity to reply to it. 

(At this stage tho.se who were in favour of tlie motion were asked to rise 
in their seats. They did so and the number was counted.) 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Leave has been given and the matter will 
be taken up at 5-^JO p.m. twlay. 

Central Discuesion of the Budget 

Mr. DEBI PRASAD KHAITAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. for several 
years I have not taken part in the general discussion of the Budget but this 
year I feel that it is desirable to say a few words in connei^-tion with the 
programme that has been put forw’ard by the Hon’ble Finance Minister as 
regards the future. I have had the advantage of readinff the press reports 
of the 8i)eeche8 in the general dis<mssion of the budget deliverea by 
Dr. Nahnaksha Sanyal and Mr. D. N. Sen and 1 fully agree with what they 
have said in regard to the rupees, annas and nies of the budget. It is not 
my desire' to detain this House by repeating wnat they have said. It seems 
to me that money has been wasted extravagantly without adequate arrange- 
ments being made for the development of the province and for putting rmht 
the grievances that exist in Bengal. It is the misfortune of Bengal that 
constructive schemes have not even been prepared, far less put into action 
in order to remove this scarcity that exists in every direction in regard to 
every commodity that the consumer needs. Far less have steps been taken 
to improve the condition of education, etc., whicb^is so mnch needed. 
People have been going on starving, diseased and naked and although some 
wprda have been said by the Hon^le Finance Minister in introducing the 
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budget that something is being done, the House has not been informed of 
what schemes have been prepared by the Government of Bengal, what steps 
have been taken for immediate remedy of the grievances that exist in this 
province and what steps have been taken to prepare post-war schemes and 
what pressure has been brought upon the Government of India to remedy 
the situation permanently. On the other hand, we find that while the other 
provinces are j^:oing to get cloth at the rate of 18 yards per head Bengal has 
to remain satisfied with only 10 yards per head. Sir, it is of the utmost 
importance to see that more cotton mills are erected in Bengal of suitable 
e(X)nomic sizes so that not only could the deficiency in yarn and cloth be met 
to a certain extent during this emergency and during the war but that the 
future may be made safer than it has been in the past and it is at present. 
But the Finance Minister is absolutely silent on that point. 

As regards the growth of more foodgrains, again, although we read the 
words “Irrigation”, “Fertilizer”, etc., the Finance Minister has not taken 
the House into confidence as regards the steps that are proposed to be taken 
by the Government of Bengal. In fact. Sir, to open out the country I 
liuve been reliably informed when the Railway Board’s representatives came 
to Bengal, a small committee of Bengal represented to them that in future 
only about 100 to 150 miles of railways were needed to open out the country. 
H(»w ridiculous and ludicrous that figure is. FiVerybody who has seen tlie 
map of Bengal cursorily knows how many thousand miles ot railways, how 
many thousand miles of road are needed t<» oi)en out the country, but when 
we see the attitude of the Government of Bengal it seems to us that either 
the Government arc incapable of understanding these things or they are 
simply playing with the problems that afflict Bengal, that have afflicted 
Bengal in the r(‘cent ])iist and are bound to atflict this province in the near 
future and in the reiiuite future. Sir, it is desirable tliat something shouhl 
urgciitly and immediately be done so that the shortages that exist in this 
province be removed not in the post-war period but immediately and during 
the war. 

% 

Debts have grown up. The figures that have been giveit out by the 
Ilon’ble Finance Minister could not be resented by anybody if only construc- 
tive steps had been taken and are contemplated to be taken by (Kvvernmeut 
in future. But what has really happened is that no constructive schemes 
have been put forward, no constructive schemes are contemplated so far as 
we are aware but simjily money has been w’usted as a large (piantity of food- 
grains has been wasted for faulty storing and for other reasons. Sir, unless 
the Government give ns constructive schemes it is impossible to understand 
how they propose to remove our grievances. 

Sir, it is not my desire to take up the time of the House longer because a 
very urgent adjournment motion is coming up for consideration. But I do 
hope that in the closing parts of this debate the Government will take the 
House more into confidence and make suitable arrangements so that our 
grievances may be removed. 

Mitt MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister has treated 
the Hpuse once again to a very dismal story of the finances of the province. 
Two years of his close association with his new collaborators has turned him 
into a disillusioned, cynical and unhappy man— a man devoid of vision, 
foresight and inspiration. His speech contains a series of apologies for the 
sorry state of i^airs of the province but no suggestion of how to overcome 
the difficulties. His statement leaves us uninspired. In spite of his assur- 
Mdces we are not convin<;ed that the present calamity is the result of the war 
and it» aftermath. Rather, it is the result of the sins of the pi^nt 
Ministry, its incompetence and its unworthy conduct of the affairs of the 
Government. 

We once again state emphatically that it is the present Ministry nnd its 
iVkismanagement which are ^e causes of all the woes and sorrows of toe 
province. The present Ministry therefore stands condemned oeiore tjie 
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’ trilutiie of tiie people of the proTince. It ateads ooaiieixiaed because it has 
profed itself wholly iaconipeteat to proTide for the barest requirements for 
nutritioa, clothing, shelter and medical attention of the people. 

It is unthinkable that sensible men at the bead of the affairs of the State 
would let food and grains rot in warehouses while people should starve. A 
large part of the deficit in the budget has been sought to he explained away 
by so-calletl trading losses in foodgrains in the Civil Supplies Department. 
This explanation does not convince us. This House still reiiiembers the story 
of Government Agents and party -supporters buying fiKKlirrains at R«. 8 per 
maund and selling to the Government at Its. ,‘12 to Rs. per maund. One 
suspects that the condemned stocks of grains ami fimd wliich the Government 
mya were decomposed in course of storage — at least a large imrt of it was 
initially unfit for human consumption before the stocks arrived at the Gvern- 
meut warehouses. This House should insist on a thorough-going enquiry 
into the matter of de<'omposed grains and food in Government warehouses. 

This brings us to the question of cloth. It is common knowledge that 
there is acute shortage of cloth in the province. The Government has not 
yet been able to uneartli the large secret h4»urds Invause its executives are 
not seriously minded to do so. These }»eople have made a business out of 
pro.secuting petty traders on insignificant charges while leaving the big 
black-market operators alone. 

With regard to housing, the (loverniiient sets up the universal excuse 
“There is a war <m“. It huppeneil some short while ago that the Ministeis 
and the (iovernor <if the province diwovered that a large population of 
CVh utta was living in and hutments unworthy of oirupution even 

by animal.s. We dare say these platitudes will be repeated out nothing 
will U* d<»ne. 

We are informed liy the Ilon’ble Minister that “Bengal has not been 

able so far to float any loans for productive pur]) 08 es Our debts 

so far have been all unproductive debts ” Why is this so!^ It is 

because this Ministry is not really interested in the general welfare of the 
pnivince. The Ministry is only interested in keeping itself in power in the 
good books of the Europeans, in distributing patronage, creating many and 
more employment for its supporters — in wasting thus the revenue of the 
province. 

We are confid<*nt that if the Ministry so desire^l it could plan and float a 
loan for improvement of housing of (*’alcutta, for the irrigation, flood- 
control and electrification of the Damodar and Brahmaputra Valleys. These 
last undertakings, I venture to say, would change the whole fa<ie of Bengal. 

I say, Sir, that the budget presented by the lion’ble Minister fully 
reflects the character of the present Mini.stry — its lack of imagination, plan, 
its incompetence and its utter lark of sympathy for the j>eople of the 
province. (Applause from the Opposition benches.) 

Hr, D. GLADDING: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, if ever a province was 
seemingly out of favour with the gods, that province is Bengal. (Rai 
Harendba Nath Chaudhuui : If you do believe in the gods !) (Laughter.) 
In pre-reform days she was financed by the Centre according to her needs, 
like other provinces. Ever since then, at every turn of the financial wheel, 
she has been out of luck : out of luck on the income side by reason of the 
Heston and Niemeyer settlements; and now out of luck on the expenditure 
side by reason of war and famine, both of which eliw ted to make this 
province the almost exclusive seat of their operations in India. The way in 
which mountainous revenues, excee^ling anything imagined before the war, 
have been levelled to the gnmnd in this province during the last six years 
and turned instead into valleys of dtdit i.s pitiful and, when we compare our 
case with that of other nrovincAss, is fiositively infuriating. As 1 said last 
^ear, in emergencies such as war and famine, the present financial constitu- 
tion of India is all wrong. The public revenues, instead of being able to 
flow, as they would have flowed in pre-reform days, to the hollow places 
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where they are most required, are locked up in separate reservoirs jealously 
guarded by other Governments ; and it makes no sense at all. As I said 
last year, it is for the Centre to find a remedy for this absurd position, and I 
propose, once again, to talk about very little else. 

The estimates presented by Mr. Goswami show that our position is very 
much worse than ne prophesied a year ago. His budget statement describes 
the measures which have been taken to deal with our emergencies and, with 
one big exception, throws great light upon them. The exception is the 
Trading Account of Government’s various procurement operations. We hope 
to hear a good deal more in explanation of the losses under this head before 
these debates are over. Mr. D. N. Sen, in a businesslike speech for which 
we should all be grateful, put some very trenchant questions on this subject 
on Tuesday evening. 1 trust that those questions will receive clear answers 
from the Finance Minister or the Food Minister or, better still, from both 
of them. 

Importance attaches to Statement II of the sunplement to Mr. Goswami’s 
speech. It endeavours to give us, what we could not have extracted for 
ourselves from the Red Book, an idea of the aiiKnint of the expenditure in 
these estimates which is debitable to war eondititms and the famine. It does 
not claim, I presume, to be perfect: it does not include, for instance, as far 
us I (5an see, the interest of about a cn»re that is ))ayable on the loans tluit 
have had to be raised to finance this expenditure; and it leaves out of account 
the big advances to the Calcutta Corporation whiih before long will surely 
have to be turned into out-and-out subsidies, in part if not in whole. Nor 
does it claim, I presume, to he a statement of ex])enditure that is all peculiar 
to this province: dearness concessions, for instance, are found throughout 
India. Nor, I expect, does it claim to be a statement of expenditure all of 
which will disapnear when the emergencies are over: some of the items, 
under public health for instance, will surely be reflected in i)ermanent 
expenditure when the emergency is over? But it is a useful statement for 
all that, and helps us to see where we stand. I should have been glad to see 
another statement us well, dealing with the increase in our expenditure 
during the same three years outside this field of war conditions and famine. 
If you suhtruct the totals in Mr. Goswami’s statement II from 
the totals in his Statement 1. you will find that expenditure outside 
this einergeney fitdd increases, by oj erores in 1944-45 an<l by a 
further IJ erores in 1945-40. Believing, as I do, that our present sources of 
revenue are unlikely to yield more than 18 erores in the worst years that 
will succeed the war, I am <w’ith Mr. 1), N. Sen) a little worried to find that 
our expenditure next year will amount to 19J erores apart from everything 
that is included in Statement II. I would be less worried if we had been 
building up a revenue equalisation reserve; but we have, of course, been 
doing nothing of the kind. 

And now' for our general financial position, and what is to be done about 
it. Since the war began the improvement in our receipts over the norm 
of 13 erores will amount to 34} erores by the end of this year, not including 
the 7 erores subvention obtained this year from the Centre; and will amount 
to 50 erores by the end of next year if Mr. Goswami’s estimate of 28j erores 
next year is realised. The increase of expenditure, however, over the norm 
of 13 erores before the war wrill amount to 561 erores by the end of this year, 
and will amount to 81 erores by the end of next year if Mr. Goswami’s 
estimate of 37i erores next year is realised. Putting these two results 
together^we shall find ourselves, at the end of next year, 31 erores in revenue 
deficit dwpite a growth of revenue by 50 erores. To cover this and our ways 
and means requirements and Fur operations in the food market, etc., we sh^l 
have borrowed 106 erores;" and our net indebtedness, if Mr. Goswami’s 
valuation of our assets in his Statement HI is corrwt, will be 194 erores. 
If his valuation proves to be an over-estimate, which I fear to be most 
dangerously possiole, our net indebtedness will Iw greater. As we are not 
sitting in camera, I will not disclose what I think it will actually prove to be. 
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If all the provinces were in similar case, the set-up would be quite 
different : we would all be in the same boat, and the Centre would be lacing 
a united clamour for funds instead of a special appeal from us. But the 
provinces are far from being all in the same boat. Bombay, Madras, the 
runjab, the United Provinces, and the Central Provinces, to go no further 
than these, have accumulated surpluses during the a^ar while we have 
accumulate deficits. The following are some figures for Bengal, and some 
figures for Bombay and Madras which I have compiled from press com- 
muniques issued by those (ioverninents in August last when they, at the same 
time as the Central Pn>viiices, the Punjab and the United l^tovinces, were 
floating loans for certain remunerative nurpwes. In these communiques they 
dcHcribed their financial position, including their surpluses on lievenue 
Account since the war began. If the Punjab and the United Provinces 
issued similar statements, I cannot fine! them; but they too, as we alF know, 
have done well out of the war. 

Bombay. Madras. ’ Bengal. 


Surplus (- ) or deficit ) in laklis of rujiecji. 


1938-394- 

15 ^ 

! \ surplus every year : 

All HquAre 

1939-41)^ 

56 ' 

j amotmt.s not KtaUni. 

+0«'42 

1949-4W 

187i I 



1941-42 4 

2HH J 

1 

■ -123 15 

1942-43 f 

351 

125-56 

-91 04 

1943-44 r 

571 

ExjKH'tiHl to show a 
MurpliiH. Let US call 
it ^ 2t»0. 

- 303-46 

1944-454- 

(taken 

450 

-:-554*77 

-11,34-82 

from 

their — 
Budget 
f(»r 

1944-45). 

19,l8i 


-16,82-04 


So while Bengal has accumulated a revenue deficit of l,58d lakhs, 
Bomba \ has accumulated a revenue surplu.s of l.JBSJ lakhs and Madras has 
accumulated a revenue .surplus of I doii t know what, which may possibly be 
of the order of 8(K) or 900 lakhs. Bombay in her pre.ss communique went on 
to say: “In view of these surpluses, sums amounting to Us. 472 lakhs were 
transferred to the Special Development bund during 1988-09 to 1948-44 and 
sums amounting to Its. 250 lakhs were transferred to the Revenue Reserve 
(Post-War Reconstruction) Fun<l in 1942-48 and 1948-44.'’ 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment,) 

Mr. D. CLADDING: When we adjourned I was mioling extracts from 
the prospectuses of the provinces of Bombay and Madras when they were 
advertising for their loans last August. Bonilwiy ended up by saying that 
“after transferring these amounts, and investing a sum of Rs. 75 lakhs in 
long-dated securities, the free balance which stood at 68 lakhs at the end of 
19(i(>-87, rose to almut 790 lakhs at the end of 1948-44. The free balance 
is lieing utilised for financing capital advances to ('ivil Supply schemes”. 

The Bombaj" budget estimates for 1944-45 provide for a further transfer 
of 450 lakhs to the Revenue Reserve (Post-War Reconstruction) Fund, 
raising that Fund to a total of 588 lakhs. 

Madras was not so communicative, hut she said that her budget estimatea 
pnivide f«»r u transfer out of the revenue surplus of a sura of 554*77 lakha 
to her Revenue Reserve P\nd in 1945; and her budget estimates for 1944-46 
showed tba^ this would bring that Fund to a total of 601 laklis. 
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I repeat that these contrasts between ns and the other provinces make a 
very ^eat diiference to the case. To my mind (and I believe I am compot 
Tnentis) they make it incumbent upon the Centre to come to our assistance 
not merely in terms of our own accounts but also to the effect of helping os 
to hold our own with the other provinces immediately after the war. We 
know that the Centre has already helped us considerably, but what do 
we know about their general attitude to our casc.^ I will tell you, Sir. In 
the debates on the Central budget last year, the leader of the European 
Party tool^ up the cudgels on our behalf and appears to have quoted the 
sentence from my speech which said “our financial position is Woken 
beyond the remedy of any action which we can in fairness be asked to take”. 
Now listen to what Sir Jeremy Raisman said in reply: — 

**8ir, I have the deepest sympathy for Bengal in its present plight and 
I have always felt that some financial assistance from the Central Govern- 
ment would Imj inevitable and would be desirable and necessary in order to 
assist Bengal to extricate herself from the calamitous difficulties into which 
she has fallen.” 

“Bengal more than any other province has suffered from the dis- 
advantages of war just as the Centre has, and for that reason in view of my 
own financial difficulties, I can appreciate that the Bengal Government are 
faced with problems of a j>eculiarly difficult kind. At the same time we 
should not exaggerate the extent of the harm which so far has been done to 
the finances of the province. There was a quotation of a remark made in the 
Bengal Assembly which seemed to suggest that somebody took a very gloomy 
view indeed of those finances. It is true that Bengal at the moment is 
passing through a very bad time. But Bengal’s permanent financial 
nosition is not as desperate as has been suggested. I have before me certain 
ugures in regard to the budget for the current jH»ar * * * * 

“Dr. P. N. BANEUJEK ((\\i.crTT.\ Sriu Rns: Non-Mtii.^mm.^dan 
Urhan) : Have they not been compelled to levy extra taxation ^ 

Tub IIon’hlk Sir JEREMY RAISMAN : Certainly. So have I. 
I ha\^e no sympathy for any Finance Minister who will not face up to 
his obligation and levy taxation when he faces deficits. I have to 
undergo that unpleasant duty, and I do not see why anybody else 
•hould be let off. 

Dr. P. N, BANERJEE : But the conditions in Bengal are very 
bad. 

The Hon’iile Sir JEREMY RAISMAN : The Central Government 
share one attribute of the deity — they help tho.se who helj» themselves” 

Later on Sir Jeremy said: — 

“We must temember, after all, that a certain balance ha> to be 
maintained between the finances of the Centre and of the provinces 
and we must have regard to maintaining a sense of financial respon- 
sibility in all the units. If the ('entre is ti» relieve provinces from 
time to time of their responsibility there is a danger of undermining the 
whole financial responsibility of the provinces. Province A would 
naturally say, “Well, if we get into difficulties, we can always expect 
the Centre to help us out, as they did when province B was in diffi- 
culties.” and again: — 

“My main jMiiut is this. Although at the present moment Bengal 
is undergoing great difficulties, her financial position is by no means a 
b»S one.“ * • “At the end of these two very trying years she is. as far 
a« we can see at presenT, unlikely to be in debt to a greater extent than 
something of the order of Rs. 12/14 crores. Well, no Government 
whose national debt is less than a single year’s revenue, can be said to 
be hopelessly in debt.” 

“I say this not to minimise the desirability of assisting Bengal ill 
the exceptional circtuiiata.nces, but to counteract the suggestion that 
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Bengal is a» it were bankrupt or inaolvent. That is far from being the 
ease. Her total debt even by the end of next year will be qnite modest 
in relation to her revenue and the service of that debt will not be an 
intolerable burden on the province. In these cirt*um»tances we do feel 
that the assistance which we have offered to Bengal, having regard to 
our own difficulties, cannot be said to be inadequate”. 

Well, Sir, that is clear enough in all conscience. We canH oomnlaiu 
that we don’t know what we are up against. We are accused of whining 
without justification, and of representing that an indebtedness of 14 or io 
crores would turu us bankrupt. We made no such contention. What we 
contended was that, having regard to the special pitch to which our war 
exfienditure, including famine expenditure, had been forced by Bengara 
get>graphical position; and having regard to the continued expenditure for 
civil defence, etc., which some other provinces hud already wen able to 
abandon; and having regard to the large surpluses which war conditions had 
enabled other major province.s to build up, Bengal ought not, in fairness, 
to be asked to carry .such a burden of debt. Something ought to bo done so 
as to relieve her of it, that she, like other provinces, might be in funds for 
post-war purposes. Reasons of high {mlitics alone, apart from mere 
financial equity, ought to make this obvious to His Majesty’s (fovernment 
at Delhi. We seem to be accused of iiossibly not having “helped ourselves*’ 
by raising pnivincial taxe.s as we might have done. If that was the accusa- 
tion, it was most unfair; we have exploited our local sources of revenue since 
the war began as much as any other province, and more than some of them. 
There is no mention of tlie surpluses of other provinces and, instead of 
admitting that we deserve more than merely to be saved from bankruptcy, 
Sir Jeremy leaves it to be supposed that we shall have to be content with 
being saved from bankrujdcy lest it undermine our sense of financial res- 
ponsibility and have the same effe<*t, if you please, in other provinces. In 
other words, unless the Oentre can be made to think again, the plan seems 
to he (hat, when we emerge from this war, we shall at best be ex|)ected to 
face the future with a debt that is a multiple of a year’s revenue, and with 
no surpluses at all to our credit. 

If what I have just said is correct, the position is most serious ami calls 
for vigorous protest. I should like to know what the Bengal Government, 
who presumably studied these remarks of Sir Jeremy Raisman and have, 
by their own account, been having talks with him, have precisely done about 
it. In what pn‘ci>e terms have they endeavoured to counter this niggardly 
attitude of the (entral Finance Departments I have an uneasy feeling, 
from the remarks on this subject in the Finance Minister’s s[>eech, that the 
idea of demanding to be put into surplus funds, and not merely on to an 
even keel, niay have been abandoned. I trust that I am wrong. Have 
Government put their case on to paper and have they taken the important 
step of putting it on to paper in official, as oppoMMl to mere deini -official, 
fonn r* If so, can they let the House see a copy «»f the document, if not also 
a ropy of the (’entral Government’s reply? If they have not yet addressed 
the Government of India in official terms, will tliey kindly make good this 
omission as soon us ijossible? The time may come when the existence of 
official papers on the subject may be of the greatest importance. 

Sir Jeremy Raisman will, perhaps, be saying something again almut this 
matter in the impending budget denates at the Centre. I hope he does and 
that what he say.s will be a great improvement upon bis previous utterancoa 
as I have interpreted them. It will, however, be his last oudget debate and, 
quite conceivably, he may say that a final settlement of the matter must be 
left to his successor: just as, if you remember, Sir, sfinie ^n years ago Sir 
George Schuster left to Sir James Grigg the final de(‘i«ion whether we 
should be given the 50 per cent, of the jute exjiort duty in relief of our 
difficulties under the Meston Award. However that may be,^ I think it 
fortunate for us that Sir Archibald Rowlands has been living in our midst 
and studying conditions in this province. He will carry with him into the 
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Government of India a first-hand knowledge of our difficulties, and a first- 
hand knowledge of our deep feelings on the subject; and one of his first 
official acts, without a doubt, will be to call for the file so that he may see 
what the Government of India can, in real fairness, do about it. I know 
one of the things that I would do if I were in his position but, as we are not 
sitting in camera, I will not divulge it. It might raise Cain in the surplus 
provinces. 

Srijut A8HUT08H MULLICK ; fk: cc'tPt "•Tbrnr, wTnnr ^ 

i&C’fWl m ^tCSTflRl, Wt? Vt? fe TPltlR ^ I 

vsni timm I TO tfN'TO 

^i*>R WTO 'BRj im wyc'tr am i to 

f^r^H iTT^, ^t^rf^RPr wtr^ i wiff^rsipOTOi c>hfV^? snsro wtr^ i to^ wftf i 

tr%5i wtr^ I 

?5TO champion, 

^VTO ’fwrm ^RT, ^ TOCm I 

5^80’H« >Tti:w^ arf CTO iSi88-8c ’Ttcw '4^* 

^J!i8ft-86 ’ffr:?!? wvTt3 »rft>«Rw I tf^t? TO wm TOtf^TO iTfroim • 

fVi wnrw ^TTO wroR wm ^sri f^rTOro mi 

a totIVw w’TO s wto w?i«n ?’cw ^nrro 

mtnta 'iit ^'1? vrfroni wa ’tt^crsi i 

^5TTO TOPI w^OR m’trus wtv 

TO I WPWtST f%51 TO 3T^' TO5 TO C3^1 CWIHj ^tWI I TO^fl^W 

CTO TO Vfl. vfllr^ta WW^oTfvW TOTTC^R TOn ’jfw CTO ^tv'^TI TO*R TO 

ijc^i flutes ^rro fwsn wte^ ^rtro fV ^ f^ro ^-5^ tot? wta* i ^t*5!R 

’TTOR ‘^TO wRn wR c^'pR 'ltf% ^ i wi.rs vresR i 

Nwwi f^;'TO» v«R in 3f(R'3 S’tR ^rit i wm vfjsr f^TOi ^tf%^ w^c-i ?’c^ wrptot 

W9 *iR ^1 ^ v?rm >rffwn?iR aprotTO nst^Ri tTO 

CTO wHR dRttt^ I (jjjR f;f i:,f\TO cvR cTOc^ 

c^fffi wtsfro fro Civ toc^h i 

Adjournmtnt Motion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Mr. I)ej)uty S|>eaker, Sir. I beg to move 
that the business of the Assembly do now stand adjourned to discuss a 
matter of definite and urgent public importance ami of recent occurrence, 
namely, the tuilure (»f Government to tackle the aeute and unprecedented 
cloth famine that has overtaken the province at the present moment. 

Sir, it is known that there is an acute and unprecedented scarcity of 
cloth prevailing in all parts of Bengal at this moment. 1 would call it a 
cloth famine. In some places cloth, either dkotu or street, is literally 
not available. If one will look up any one day’s newspapers one will 
find this story coming from difiereiit places through resiwnsible news 
agencies who by no stretch of imagination can he said to have ajiv politi- 
cal axe to grind, vi*., to embarrass the Government. While thinking of 
this subject I had a cursory glance at two leading dailies of Calcutta, 
n>., the Hindusthan StanTbird of the 16th and the Amritu Bazar Patrika 
of the 18th instant. I foAiiid two whole columns giving a gloomy picture 
of the cloth famine in the province. From Burisal came the news “an 
acute cloth crisis”, from Narayanganj “cloth scarcity”, from Berhampore 
“extr^e scarcity of cloth”, from Bogra “an acute shortage of cloth”, 
from Dinajpur “want of cloth”, from Faridpur “cloth not available even 
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for Imrial and cremation purposes, from Natore “cloth not at all avail- 
able’^ and so forth and so on. Thus goe» on from day to day the never- 
ending picture reel depicting the cloth famine in Bengal. 

But need we have to depend on newspaper reports for a correct under- 
standing of the situation P Every memoer of this House who does not 
si>end his time between the Writers’ Buildings and the pleasure resorts of 
tne city must know* that there is a devastating cloth famine in the province 
at this m«)ment. In my own district 1 have known cases of men spending 
months with tattered rags tied round their bodies. I have known cases 
of women not Wing able to come outdoors having practically no cloth to 
cover their shame. I have seen respet'tabie and till the other day 
pHrilunashtn ladies standing for hours in the biasing sun for a pair of 
sarees and returning exhausted and disappointed! after a Iting endurance 
test. I have seen some of them going from Dacca to Narayunganj by 
rail to try their chance for a j>air of sarces but returning with no better 
experience tlian in their own city. One day a gentleman came to my 
place at Dacca from Joydebpur in Bhowul pargana. He all but fell at my 
feet and implored me to procure a pair of sareos for his wife who, as ho 
told me, was staying at home alm()st naked. 

Sir, I need not multijdy instances for knowing Bengal intimately ns you 
do you must appreciate that the pic ture that I have drawm of the cloth famino 
is not in the least overdrawn but is a faithful and moderate representation 
of the existing situation. 'I’he (question that I ask is, could not this famine 
be t(» some extent averted by the Oovernmeiit if they had the will toP 
My answer io this <juestion is an emphatic “yes”. What was necessarj'" 
was first to im lease supply, secondly to prevent any portion of it from 
going to the lila<'k-murket and thirdly a fair e<juital)le rationing and dis- 
tribution of the available stock through representative committees. With 
reganl to supply this (iovernment should have first of all persuaded the 
Central (iovernment to increase Bengul’s (juota. It is known that Bengal 
has been giv(o» the lowest (piotu in India. \Vhile the Punjab has got JB 
uirds i»er head per year Bengal has got only ten yards. This allotment 
is no less ini(|iiit(ms than the notorious Niemeyer Award. To our misfor- 
tune this (fovernmenl have not made any atiemiit worth the name to have 
the <|U(»ta revised in Bengal’s favour. To ad«l to this bungling comes the 
alarming news that in f)ursuan<*e of instrmdions from the (’entral (iovern- 
ment they are diverting a portion of this (piota for the neighbouring State 
of Tib(‘t. It is unthinkable that of all provinces Bengal which is in tlie 
grip of a cloth famine should be asked to contribute from its meagre ({uota 
for relief abroad. This must be ‘resisted nr the (iovernment should 
resign. 


Under the head “sup[)ly”, more important than increasing the quota 
is the question of increasing the internal production. In no other field 
lias the* (iovernnient’s masterly inactivity been shown in a mor«* marked 
degree than in this field. It was incumbent upon the (iovernment io helji 
the few existing cotton mills to work 24 hours with maximum productivity 
by supplying them w’hat they needed most including fuel, yarn and other 
procurable articles. More criminal inactivity on the part of (iovernment 
has Wen to allow the aWut 2 lakhs of hand looms in the province to lie 
idle while it is in the grip of a cloth famine. They had suflficient time 
to move proper (juarters for procurement of yarn for the looms. They 
might even start two or three spinning mills by this time to feed the 
looms. I know for certain that quite usable second-hand machinery for 
two or three spinning mills is available within the country not far away 
from the province. With these facilities within their reach what the 
Government have done so far towards supply of yarn is extremely disap- 
pointing. In the first place, we had from time* to time press announce- 
ments to the effect that the (lovemment were procuring yam for dMribu- 
,tion among handloom weavers. We do not know how much yam was 
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procured or if any waa procured, but we know that places that needed it 
most did not get it. My own district, Dacca, with its about 50,000 looms 
g[et practically nothing. 

Then, Sir, we had the press announcement that our Hon’ble and 
scheming Commerce Minister had assured some people in North Bengal 
some time back that Government would before long start a few spinning 
mills in the province. I^et us see before how lon^ at least whether before 
the whole of Bengal goes naked and the weaving community becomes 
extinct. 

Lastly comes the most amazing piece of news that the Government 
who profess their anxiety to root out black-market from the province have 
appointed as their sole distributor of yarn a person who is a black prince 
among profiteers and who has never known cotton yarn in bis life. Of 
course he knows the art of exploiting l»ig names. He ha.s even gone the 
length of extending his princely but purj)oseful hospitality to the Governor 
of the province w’hom he has injured without his knowledge. He knows 
the art of greasing the proper hands. He has extended his purposeful 
hospitality to the Hon’ble Ohief Minister and some other Ministers includ- 
ing the Minister for (/ivil Supplies. With his social status thus raised by 
his association with the highest in the land, he thinks that he can defy 
public opinion with immunity, he can defy the governmental authority 
with immunity because there is none at least so far as he is concerned. 
He knows how to share his spoils with his patron or patrons in the 
Ministry. With such a man in charge of distribution of yarn, no one 
should expect an improvement in the yarn position and none is discernible 
ao far. 

Sir, this brings i^s to the ouestion of the black-market. This danger- 
ous WM'ial phenomenon which admittedly is the cause of much of our misery 
today is trotted out by the Government in season and out of season as the 
only cause of our misery in the matter of cloth. I know there are greedy 
profiteers among (uir countrymen who thrive by black-market but why, I 
ask, have (Government not been able to root it out by an iron hand? Why 
have they done nothing so far beyond issuing a plethora of pious pro- 
clamations and ordinances against black-markets My answer and every 
reasonable man’s answ'er to this (piestion is, because there is not the will 
to do anything more. Sir, I refuse to believe that a (Government, who 
have the machinery to report as to what subversive literature a Ixiy in a 
distant village reads and what company he keeps, cannot ascertain who 
ia who and what is wliat in the black-market of the city. The truth is 
that the whole governmental machinery, the Ministry and the department 
alike, from top to Ix^ttom — may be, with a few honourable exceptions here 
and there — is a body of bribe-takers who thrive because (»f the black- 
market and do not want it to go. Who will remedy this is the question. 
Nothing very hopeful can be expected unless the suftering peoj)l^ them- 
selves have a dominant voice in the (Government. If the present (Govern- 
ment are not prepared to liquidate themselves to make room for a real 
people’s (Government iueluding uugrabbing and honest representatives of 
their party as well as of others, they should at least agree to delegate 
the task of distribution of cloth to representative committees of consumers 
and Government keeping the consumers' interests primarily in mind, 
somewhat on the lines of the Dacca Mohalla Rationing Committees which 
unfortunately have not been alloived to function in the matter (»f cloth. 
I do not say that the Dacca Committees are siiecimens of perfection; 
indeed there have been cases of corruption and jobWry in these Committees 
by some grabbing officials in league with some tabbing non-ofiicials. 
But I believe that the matter can be improved and the eommitt^s can 
work satisfactorily with a little more popular supervision, inspection and 
external auditing^ as I had the occasion to propose at the very inception 
of thcia'eoiiiinittees. 
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Sir, I verj^ gtronfrly feel that some 8«ch rationings oritanisation should 
be introduced throughout the province. Have the Government the eourai^ 
to introduce it throughout the province? If they* do introduce it, pubuo 
opinion and vigilance will play its part in rationing and, in all probabi- 
lity, corruption and jobber}- in rationing will be a matter of the past. In 
any case, people will have no reason to complain. With these words, I 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. (Applause.) 

Mr. PATIRAM ROY : H>1i, »TTti. wtw stSrs, ft ffflt 

wr c tTg H ] win (TT Adjournment Motion wPn srsn— fttnn tjWfTf fTH, fttttf 

ftfl. WStWS fttftl C5lf tlTS fl, fftm ftfCf 

rfttf 1 wTfrt sTf n simro 

WtWTf fTtflf ilt (TT ft-fffjl. Cf >R»m Wt¥H*SlT5tf f^ti ttn Cf 
'f3flFS9 ^nn facfs i 5J»80 ftrfi w^->rrntf fcw vsi ^iri wn fti i h® in 

wtff 1 ▼f^nsra i tti t ^ flf^ 

cwtf Tti:^ fi ftwTR f <itni[ ftfsff fi i wtwca sjs; rwtH 

cffi 1 4a *pr5 f^. ftR ^twtcfi wfHtrt ' fnst (wt 

Stwnnr il^fRTS Cf^l 4¥fRl Cfftfftl ftWta Cffl fttsf fl <41 ttlf 

fV T (TtI^ Cf f f twtr? C*ffl (7lf«R CffPRll tfftSTlf fWCt CTTS 

— ff flT^ ? 43R vnn f ‘sT f CfftR 4^ WPTO 4f * fw CfY fft f CtWl 

? 4 ▼:? WfJOTTf Cf V5¥ CffTfWn fTffttt ftn ttCff 

fTjtro vfjB wrcs I 45»! 4^ fst ^t*r5 fifftfrm cfct m, cnftf cfrw fbf fk% 

f%fr3 ’TTsfi ftiri fmrtfpn frjtrs fcs fsw win— -wfs vstf\ ftc^-fiwtn 

4n r^Tw wfi 4cvfTrj fi fercf i 4f f^. cfti wmti wm n i ^tl 
wtff osff 4¥l^ YSfjnof c!f fi rcg*^cy 4Y wni wRstf wfT w^nts wv^ i ft 

fr sf T t rt cv^ srjtrs w^r wto 4f^ fwptfi f^sr^R cf ftwtn cwf 

ft»s 3r<r2 ’iR 5n 1 i5Ti twc^ scf Cf control fr c<cs ¥!^ ff»m wm, 

cfY *fa 3mn i ’jtri rf ^R ckitq Cff fi 

vRf I fmn f'^TlR 4^ *ftR ff»« WtUS C'JtCf 4?i ^ wta? ; 

CfYt-O TERl ff4R WCTf I ffl "CSRSI fif 4t f¥f St^fRt 

wm, ^5r?i 4 r T ^ twn ^Ri “wRm fV wsf f?rm, wf^- 
wnsR CFRRtWR OfTf f R WRTRf ffRT® JOT I 4^ «fR 

sn wROT (7rr«PTR rs i” cftsn c^m ^Rit fTOR fi, S*R otrf nwcfY 

^ 4^ ^^4x9 fR Cl>Rl 5Tf%rS 4lCbS*^ I 4S* tRf 4T4W 4^ Cf fRFtR R 

’ftw R^ ^ wR fOT I ^ jrfjj cfrv r wasr 

^Tw ^Ri, w^’tOT fwi 4^ otRra feuc*! uw3r 4fr ft-’PRn 

Rf1 f^RTf 1 45RRt iiRt 4R 4^? 'SR ftR nJPl' 

irs Rt^ sv rv 1 RTfr sRvr^ sfw dcs jr. ’SRtf ^R ffOfnr tffR 

ftsf ?’8T 'IR SRSn r^Rf Wfl J R -SI SRC’S fWW fl OT Wffi R fl^R-# CtOS 

fTfR CFR l-»7t CtfS:! wtv 4^1 RR^t Rf CS fR WCf¥ fT|tr5 fTttil SttOTT 

fRf fitv vrs ^RR fj 1 wrw «rwi fiRisH c’tR wtnr'sn ▼res i rci tfwi wsti 

Wt® wtR fw^n <ttw sot 4i wju fsr flit 

SR ? ¥l«fR 'TR WRT? ffaOT SRT» WSl f^t al^ fSWTS ffffR fl R1R Wfl f't 
I5tl V8f 4? fRR? R, ftn fro ntR, fRl RR t f tWRr^ WTO -ntR OTtt W1*l^t 

fsRre fwf n I sfRfR wtw f's cot sotir !fR tm otr frs i 

OTTCSf srrTR to iSSO TO !flf SO *fW COT WOTtR OT OTtl 4 TO 
.cTOi iiwwi fswnOT tsn ft ft?;, COT ftfi toi 4t fffm fftflf WftOTfV! tl 
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cftf optB 6*fn i ^ €tfi tsfi wk^ 

^ wi I ^Jffi cftf5? ^ffcipr ’ppm <5? ’TTSf ^tcf I CT^i 

^'’fWCTW w, ^ wfcsn cTOf^ (Tf^^ ’rfSr^Psi iror ^ c^, w ^ '«w»fciw jictJ 

'fl’rti ^fw ¥fc*r «m V9 1 jRR Tjf9 ^ cir^ ffinr, wfimi tfw* 

c«rc¥ c^tf¥*ftf »n»tt ynr ♦tf^, w*»ppm »TftfT^ ?r?r ^rti? i” f?<fn ^ wvc^ ?’c»f 
^wc«ni ^ftf^ fc’i fro c^ % ^n i oTtoj 

'irro ^Tf^ ^mi ^ xiTt<nr i 

wjt»r wfws %i, cwt^Tisto) ^tfTO ▼t’t® ^n crmos iirt ^‘^rcsw c*fr¥m- 

ifm ^Tt*T !7 ^T^PTt^t C^Ftuil ^ C*f^ | 

^r¥i^ ’f iTf f5raPr ?rF^ i csrsi ^t?r? rto i c^mtwtwr 
mr>n ctof ^nr ^ c«rc^ ?np *fw froi nrzt^ i ?^*^5TT? 5%2nr 

irfvttf ^ ^ ii^f^ ^3%!^ i 

’nr 'Q ’JJ51 ▼:»$ M ▼vtrs, om ipr 4Pr frorrsf i cwPn 

’nnr fjTWprff bw^ f^prT?*! to i ^nr, ^ to^ cto^ *tT^ 

•ffu? I W9V5: ¥Vf^ wc^f c*r<n ?rpr ^stm « ^-irPr^Pn 57 ^ ^ c*r9 j 

fVi iTtw «nm 'ii^ 5W1? pr ^ ?[ti:w5^ ^n, to to jilt's TOt^ 1 

TO ’^twtcu 3 ( 1 ^— TOf 9 XTO ^ c-Jpr^ «rWff ^w^t'Q tjto i ^iPn 's ^ 
tDff¥i Tor to>, To ^Pn TOtiRf TOtr? RRn^ tot? i ^ Kfgcy ^t’^n ofri w 

»rf *r¥ C^TtT ?t71 ^tv W C»rt?1 <fTOf ?tTO? TOTO *tr?fi!f5lf (TTG^n TO%, TO 4^ JJTO 
TOi 3 nR TO f^'t? TO TOi c? ^ ’TtTO TOi TO c^m 1 

^tfk TO TO 4 ^ 'pRnr 1 

4t »[TO '^rstr^r wr? 4 TO tjto ^ C3ri"y ’ff$?r^ to^, (ti 1 

TOTff TO! TOCf i ’P’TT TOiT? TOT Wtrsf? TO^PI WJTT »[^tTr *fRr¥m I 

wtc^ :t'^>tt TOcts ^fi^TO ^ I TOi ’TtTO'nj: m, %i m TOn 1 
fVi itw ^fm 4 ^ wtTO ^tTR <nn ^1 TO fron? 1 43 jt 4 w to toi^tc^ TOi 
I 4? TOI »ryrTTO TOi cTO, ’it<ff5*tTj: cttf^Tii fro CRn c*t 

TiTOfinirff ^r!i ^itm f'-TTro, fV« to ^tpf to fro ^ c^ ^sph ^rn^nni wroi 
rfwtn-TOfrii ftm (?T<n ?tr5f tott^ ▼c‘|m T?rt? ^irt TOcs-'^rt^sitn toi?- 

Ttwtl CBT^TO W^tTO 4w; ^t«tTO fTO^ <fm H TO^m »Tv*^] ^ I 

Mr. I. p. JALAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. the problem of cloth 
control which is cn^aKinj^ the attention of this House today is a very 
coni jilex problem. It liUvS oaffled the Control authorities both Central and 
I’rovinciul and in spite of the control operating for one year and a half 
we have come to this situation that Hengul is now faced with a famine. 
There is no use blaming; one party or the <»ther because the problem is too 
important to be lif(htly dealt with but it is time that we should not shut 
our eyes to the realities of the situation and try to remedy the defects 
w'hieh are existing at present. We must know what the cloth position is 
before we are in a |M)sition to understand its implications and difficulties. 
80 far as Hengal is concerned, the province has not l>een properly dealt 
with by the Central Textile Hoard as is quite apparent from the fact that 
whereas other provinces have been allowed 12 yards and 16 yards, Bengal 
has been allowed only 10 yards per head. The hand of our Government 
should be strengthened to press their utmost demand to the central autho* 
rities to do justice to Bengal by allotting the same quota as has been given 
to other provinces. There is riti earthly reason why Bengal should he 
treated in such a discriminatory fashion. The second cause of shortage 
has l^n that the Central Textile Board issued an order in December last 
f reeling all goods which would normally have come to Bengal. What 
hAd happned was that if the Bengal quota-holders — their number was 
ivdioienuy large had received the goods which were duly theirs according 
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to tlie quota system, Bengal would not have faced the orisis in dhuUe^ 
and lorm which has now come in this province. 1 can go a little into 
detail in order to show to this House that great injustice has been done 
by the Central Textile Board in dealing with the problems affecting 
Bengal. The Bengal dealers were being supplied with dhutiet and ^arees 
of the Indian Manufacturing Companies — the KaisarJ-Hiud Mill» the Crown 
Mill, the Western India Mills and the Hindusihan Mills. The Indian Manu- 
facturing Companies and the Kaisar-I-Hind Mills used to give te Bengal' 
the famous dhuti^'s and sareei and they used to give 250 bales per month. 
Similarly, the Crown, the Western anti the Hindusthun Mills used to give 
about 1,000 bales per month to Bengal in dhuties and sarees. Had the 
Central Textile Board not frozen the quontity which had been delivered to 
the quota-holders of Bengal the position would have l>een much easier 
than what the position is to-day, (Mr. Santosh Kcmau Bash: WHiai 
about the freezing by the Government of Bengal?) I am coming to that. 

the position so far as Bengal is concerned — I have heard it from re- 
liable sources — is that the Central Textile Board is judging the Bengal 
Government with a prejudiced eye. I have heard from reliable sources 
that the highest authorities controlling the Textile Hoard say that so far 
as Bengal was concerned it was u Timbaktu or a dark land. Mr. Vellodi 
came te Bihar and supplied her with 2,0(K) hales of dhuties* I cannot 
understand any reason why Mr. Vellodi did not «*ome to Bengal when 

Ih-ngal is faced ^\ith a cloth famine. Similar was the treatment meted 

out to tins province when she was faced with a food crisis. Therefore, 
so fur as Bengal is (oncerned I have no hesitation m saying that the 
Central Textile Hoanl has not dealt with the problems of Bengal as sym- 
pathetically as it should have done. I cannot however acquit the Gov- 
ernim‘nt of Bengal because they have failed to appreciate the intricacies 
ot the trade and Hpeeially of the cloth trade and I must say, without 
meaning the slightest disresi>eet to the officials who are charged with the 
administration ol this delicate Kuhjeet that they are absolutely ignorant of 
the intricacies of this trade which has got 45,000 varieties of cloth and 
which has got thousands of problems. 1 will not go into personalities 
because personalities are too well-know'n to us. Peopte who had no connec- 
tion whatsoever with the textile business have been put into the highest 

offices to Ih* led or misled by interested parties into passing orders which 

are withdrawn at the next moment. 

The question of distribution in Bengal is within the sphere of the 
Government of Bengal. May I ask the Government of Bengal as to 
whether it has performed the duty which it was theirs to perform apart 
from the duties of the Central Textile Board. May 1 ask the Hon’hle 
Minister, Civil Supplies, whether if is not a fact that thousands of hales 
out of the goods which were frozen in Septeinl>er and ()ctol)er last are 
still lying undelivered when Bengal is faced with a crisis and cloth is 
wanting in different placjes, and thousands of bales of cotton and 
yarn are lying frozen without permits being issued for their delivery. If 
the Hon ’hie Minister for Civil Supplies w'ants instances I am prepares! to 
give instances but there is this (lifficulty that those merchants who say 
these things are in a very difficult position. 

Tht Hon’Mt Mr. H. S. BUHRAWARDY: No, no. 

Mr. SANTOiH KUMAR BA8U: You are hpidiug up their money 
for nearly C months. 

Ylie Hofi*ble Mr. H. S. BUHRAWARDYl I^t them say so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Their money is locked un for € 
months. 
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Mr. I. D. 4ALAN: What I say is this, that the Textile Commissioner 
has been given the powers that the Czar of Russia could not have got. 
Without assigning any reason, without hearing you, without giving any 
chance to you, your licence can be cancelled any moment, but there is no 
appeal, nobody can be heard. How can any merchant take the risk of 
going against the department? 1 am saying in all earnestness to the 
Hou’ble Minister for Civil Supplies not to be prejudiced by whatever we 
'say; let him make enquiries. He will find to his satisfaction — and I am 
positive — that there are thousands of bales w'hich are lying frozen since 
September and October and are rotting, and the people are incurring inter- 
est and godowm rent and what not. Letters after letters have been and 
are being written for permission to deliver the goods to' somebody but no- 
heed is being paid. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is not correct. 

Mr. I. D. dALAN: My friend is disputing my proposition. I will 
give one instance — I do not know whether that party will be penalised or 
not. I tell you this that one person has got 80 bales which were frozen in 
September last but those bales are still lying undelivered. Now, there 
are lots of instances in October — I know them to be facts; and letters after 
letters are being written to the Textile Controller’s office but no reply is. 
given to them. 

Thi Hon’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Can you give me parti- 
culars? 

Mr. I. D. dALAN: My frieinl wants particulars as if he is (juite un- 
aware of the facts. Ihit I am citing facts. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: There are 1,40S bales 
frozen. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: N onseuse ! You are giving a false 
information. Your officers always give you this kind of hallucinations. 

Mr. I. D. dALAN: W e know there arc lots of goods which were frozen 
in September and October and which have not yet been given delivery of. 
Will the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies deny it? I wait for an 
answer. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: You will get the answer. 

Mr. I. 0 . dALAN; Do you deny the facts that goods which were 
frozen in September and October are still lying with the dealers without 
the permits Wng issued and in spite of letters being written by them? 
We undertake to prove this fact that at least these goods are lying undeli- 
vered. 

Tbt Mr. H. 8. /8UHRAWARDY1 No, that is not so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Yes, that is so. May I ask how 
many thousands of pieces of standard cloth with the Bengal Mills are 
lying undelivered? 

Mr. I. D. dALAN: Bengal is in the grip of cloth famine, and thou- 
sands and thousands of bales of cloth are lying undelivered, and the 
Hon’lde Minister in chprge of Civil Supplies denies that fact. 1 cannot 
understand the reason for thi^. 

Now, Sir, so far as requisitioned goods are concerned, normally it 
takes at least about a montn and a half or two before the order is made 
for the delivery of thoee goods. 

Now, there are numerous other things which can be said, hut the time 
at my disposal is too short, and 1 do entreat the Hon’ble Minister for 
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Civil 8iipplie« that apart from all the charge» of nejMitisin^ favouriiiam 
and idl that which are being levelled a^inst the department, pleaae, for 
(iod^a sake, take ateps to release every tmle of cloth that ia lying froien 
today. 

Or. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: But dont give it to Harwaxis. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: My friend has brought in the question of 
Marwarift. I say, my friends of the Muslim lA‘ague are the gnmt^t 
rogues in this country: they are the persons wh(» are doing this mischief 
under the protection of the Hon’ble Minister. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Y ou, Murwaris, an* resimnsible for 
it. 

(At this stage there was loud noise from Iwjth sides of (he House.) 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: There is no use shouting. Kverbqdy knows that 
this is the root cau.se. The Muslim League wants to solidify its position 
by extending patronage to it.s own people. 1 have got a letter wdth me 
which the Subdivisional Ofiieer ot a plai'e wrote to the Textile Controller. 
It runs tlius; “1 have the honour to state that no Muslim dealer in avail- 
able to take delivery of the consignment from ('alcutta to this subdivi- 
sion ” 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You eannot read out that letter. 

RAI HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why? 

Mr, I. D. JALAN. He appointed tw't> persons — Messrs, such and such, 
and licences Nos. su('h and such. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: I have got nothing more to say, hut, for God's 
sake, don’t bring in comiuuualism. 

Mr. MAQBUL HOSAIN : Iprlt? »T5Wt#t ’Ttew, WU TOtt CW 
cv<1 4^ ♦ffXRCV cv tfW ¥11 mtHf '!5f9Tir ¥tfv 

f¥f btt I ^«ttl 4¥ t|T¥ ¥*tf 0 ^ fffltTV 1 *I¥V1 

W3TT ¥pt¥ ^ I ¥P1^ wtf iSrf'O rtwfn? 1 ¥fxi tpw 

C¥p(rs 4V5T ¥¥Tff Si V Wtf Itt I CfTH Cl ¥17 

flit itcin ¥¥ vifli ifiPToi I c^ ifrfKf wMn co «r¥ c*tt¥, ftrt, utrt, 

Prtm ^rwi ¥ 5 , ¥¥TC¥ ^fl¥ it ifcvnr !jM itutn, ifwi i f n ¥TC¥ m viwfcw 
rtitci, ¥ fifan wm c*Ni ffitci, ciii t fri , ¥i»n iwittr rrr 

itltci, ItCTl qpRltCl |ff, 1 llfw iTWn, TOTl 

Hd ¥¥i ¥«rre ¥Nt tCf¥ fl 

¥■ mn iitltdf WIT ewafh itwi'ci^ » 8 > 8 « »fci 0 ewtS 

8 ^ WW 8 n llwtf tt¥l, t: )a 88-86 ICl C C¥lt W¥ 86 flWfl 1 W ¥1 Wit 5888-86 WTlf 
WU 8 ewtf 01 WW 00 WWtf ftpn, WW'tl fwi UlCl OlB 50 CWtS 08 WW 00 ffwff ^ 
gwpl wffWnp I HtWW iBwH TO ¥W¥ tf¥l flCWfl WNin vlift 8 fJt IfWtf ¥Wf f%Ali 

ncff 8^ 08 t¥Wcif flew tafiw WIT ftifCfiT Jlcwi tytwiwB cwtw jfrwi, 

TO1 w ’ a n w wi cii cwilti wififi !yrwf¥ fiiBw firf^ tffi wftn !fcw¥ wfn 

CfWlt ¥11811 Wf ¥fllflfl I TOR flew TO ¥Mf f^LlI Wfl CfWfl ftlfCt Wtf Wf^tltf 8 
¥Wl? 8ttCl C¥ff WflWI 

WNW !|tWFf •eteif WIT ¥WCtt <8# C¥!ll TOifMen 

WTO fWlf^ 8W wfifl ¥Wf TO WITOf wiriwiftf w^ilei Wikfl TO wftwr 
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iRTt^ tJTfTtfl I jfw f<rtwi ^tft^ 

^^»rf*pr ’fHii i 

y f fi ff »r^*wlt ?fiPT3ti 5^ ^ft?^ (’f^^ficwi ) c*rsfli itosci? ^ i •iilcH 

fjmwf «nr cn ffwi *fcw m, compulsory fi ¥#fT 

TSftn ^ I |w^riHw frt? ^ffcw^iw^ 

I i’rfin ^ ^ wm/ f¥^ ’rrf^ '«r¥JT i 

’5[^* ^1 ▼fiTO 57 ^5f?1 C^FR ? 

?rt*5!tJf ?tu5 i?t3!, ^*t tr^ <^ trp 5T9 tR c*roin? i 

fV 'iiR tn^tr 'rt^?rTr? c? ?ttsiT?r ^ fR ’ft^in 

it«i 5t^ ^rwpr ^ 9^ ? 9tT^ »Tr9<fR fro #rf9i 

CR ^7 9tTO 9*57, ^ 371 9to C^TRt^ ^7 ^1^ I 

37U *TRn Rt^lR 9^ 5T7R9t9 9^9t'9 <9^ qtfllwM I ^ RRk99 ?(9t91 

571 9^ 91 ’TRTT? RtTfR 9tTO <1tr9 I :(|t3nrW9 #Jt91 ^ C9 ^ 9^9fR TO ^*1171 

WRT 099*^ ’pi ’ll^C'Sr^ I ^ 9tatw C^ ^9^ ’tf9STf^ ^CSl\ 9 i | ^RTf^Tj 

W91f^ I 91 'Q ^ ^59^C9r®^9 C^W^ST f^9^ ft91 9f^ 9tU5nj I ^fC®T¥ 

TOr 9 91 'Q ^ tfcitiJi «r 59 r^t mt^ 59(991 sr^rsn 1 (Vi 97^3779 ^17 9% 9 frr®i 

<^5ff97jt 99r99 f5rfV <7(9979 ^^7^3 ^97979 4l9t® ’l7f<C®t9H 91 I ^9li:® ^911 4199 9tv7Cl 
^9 977979 ^ 91F 9997lt S91 9^979 ®9aF9 9^971^ I 97791 C9r9 60 'il^ 97^^ I ®791 

9(9 f7(®9® 9®1 <77^® ®791 9^ 97791 C9l1 4J99 977P*7 9C19 C99l (TO 91 I 

^ t ^C 99 lf7(^ ^9rr99 !I’979 ^99919 9^971^ ifT® I ^ 1791 W® j(^ ®79791 ^(991 
(9^79 5ff^ 9t7pf I 1®977 9(9 ^ tf|9 *7(997^*7 ^J®! 99997CW 9T9T1 91 99 TO 9^C9 9775779 
41^ 60 iTf ^7^ W979m 9791 97?C9 I 

9Ft<t®, *791, (1(9, 09797^ tf®(® (^ 97997^7 (i9(9R9 ^6709 1 9^ t«l79Cy9 

^9» ^(9, !|99i9i ^ 9rf^«» 5 t 7® wfro if.an c9n 9^979 ^<73r 9^97n^ 1 

C9 C¥t9 ( 9 ^ 9r3R9 ( 9 ^ ’rt ¥f^ C9n9 17f% '3 9? 9(91® ’TTCl I C9 999 977979 

^ *Jtr® W7*tr^ IV 977571 C91 ^973RR:«f9 W97 W nTf^ 9(991 «77tl, C9^ 999 977979 4lt !f9F79 
U f 7W¥® l ’TIN tn^ C9^91 9fHl9 9C9 I 1797199 9CT' fCl 199t® 9F(9C® ?rti?T 97791 C9C9 97f% 
® >5^991 9179 9791 5I(M 9®9'n7:*^ ^ 41171 1^ I ®7^ 9(99199 ^^^979*79 91:99 C9®1, 
977979 9®*7'9. (19^971 '79 ^ '997ro9 U ffl 9!9^^7(^9C'79 (^9^79 C9 €791 977979 41^ 411 
fiffli 9fi9®l ®7(t91 (RI 9^ 9^(9 9(lPT®l 9^ 119 I ®7?1 9tC9 977979 ITfl '9 7(9^991 9179 97(lC9 
U 51 ir9f 9979®! 9tC9l 

977979 C9 91 9lfr C991 (99tn ®7979 Jjpi 9(99tC^ 9*^ 191911 I 99tn9 lit, tf(®nfe l 7^ 
C9 7 C1 97 1(91 179® IT^t®!:® , 179 9(W 1997979199 ®7t9T (ift li5l®t| 91 I 977»r79 9i:iC9 
C9 179® 97^C®1’9[ ®79 9*tol ®79 C9®91 9^971® 99f®f®lr99 l(l979 'S ITC^I l(l979- 

C99 $99 7 ’Clllt 9rft 111?!9 979799 C97l 4$ 991 19991 g7 (l9 C9 9 (91$ 97$C® 9799 979 5n | 
9fTO 97 C19 €797C99 (^ 9$C® 17R99 (91999 l(991 179® 97'99!9 lf9(® 979, TO 9$C91 
091799753711 ®7 gl (^ 9n 179® (WTOt® 91 | 17(9 (^ tJ®Tl®7t9 (4-^979 !77ai99f(®979 4)$ 1911 
*rif 1 ( 997 ( 1 1 C997C9 59 ( 997(9 17$, 99 97$1 ^[99^ 1T9 9$C® 9® 9® ClTl 17(99! 4$ 991 991717 
I'tWltl l(^ ltd €7® 1(991 9^ 99 9*$1 ’f7®7$91 97^ I ®797t99 ^ 1®1 97(l 179® 
971179 lf9 ( ® 97t9, 179 97’#7 971797 1^9(® 97$9 97 ®7l791 1®I9 959 97^7 (idff! C9l I 171 
<9 911^g(|rm9® 971979 119(® 9!$1, 1717599 W itc®! ITTICI C9tl7997t99 (^ itT® 179® 
*7||l,i|f4‘4t <9 19T7— $17 99 1987 197 57$ (99591 <971 1791 !r(® $$(59759 179® (91599 
0®i|ji4il99 111 49? !J5®Jn 975® iTM® 979 ®7ltl 9I9T1 191 1 

Or. MALIHAKSHA SAMYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, spe^er 
alter speaker has iuviied the attentiou of this House- — (At this stage the 
Hou’hle Mr. H. S. Suhraiardy was fouud to be absent from the Chamber.) 
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I re^et it will not be po^ible to continue tke debate iu the abeenoe 
I the Ifinieter for Civil Supplies. 


Ml; HEPUTY SPEAKERS How can I help you, Dr. SanyalP His 
•arliamentary Secretary might be there. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: No one is present. We refuse to be 
rented in this manner on an important issue of this character. The 
uestion be now put. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, none has spoken on our side and Khan 
lahudur Jasimuddiri Ahmed wants to speak. Let him speak. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The arrangement was that after Dr. 
anyal Mr. Hadrudduja will speak. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: But the arrangement was not that 
he Hon'ble Minister in charge will give us a slip when im]>ortant discus- 
ions will take place. The question be now put. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I think the Hon^hle Minister should be 
riven a chance. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Why, Sir, if he does not care to res- 
)ect the House 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think, Dr. Sanyul, you continue your 
peerh and after >ou finisli 1 will consider that. 

(Tile Hon ‘hie Mr. H. S. Siihrawardy at this stage entered the Chamber 
ind took his seat.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL:, Now that the HoiTble Minister has 
»een pleased to come I may continue. I would like to charge him with all 
he eulainities that have now befallen on the head of Bengal, not merely 
\ith regard to the iiian-niade famine of which he was the principal factor 
01 1 more so defimteh in regard to the cloth famine of the present time. 
^Vith regard to the cloth famine the present Ministry could surely not take 
)rot<-etion under the po.ssible action of a previous Ministry because the 
vhole cloth control was engineered and conducted under the jiresent 
egime. 

Karly in March, 194(1, I sought to move an adjournment of the busi- 
aehs of this House inviting attention to the state of affairs created by 
•ertain mtioii of the textile Controller at that time. The House was 
thereafter given the opportunity to know through questions and interpella- 
tions and di.Hcussions during the last Budget how the whole textile posi- 
tion wa.s mishandled by the Government. The Hon’hle Minister for 
Civil Supplies shows a wonderful levity over the whole situation. fie 
thinks that his careful method of approaching questions in the manner 
he does will keeji Bengal satisfied and will enable our mothers and 
sisters to get their clothings. What is the result of his callousness P 
Today all that has Wn achieved is that hlack-market, corruj)tion and 
bribery are freely going on in almost every sphere of textile administra- 
tion. The manner in which the officials of the Government have freely 
been trjdng to s<]eeze money from persons interested in the textile trade, 
the manner in which the big dealers of Burra Bazar are collecting daily 
huge sums of money on the pretence that this money has to l>e paid to the 
Hon’ble M,inist€r in charge of Civil Supplies (cries of ‘^shame, ‘*shame** 
from the Opposition Benches) is a scandal of the highest magnitude for 
which a judicial enquiry should be started. 

Sir, early in March, 1943, I personally with due respect that a 
Minister of Government should command and one, whom 1 at least hold in 
some es^m because of his application and beeanse of his energetic approach 
12 
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to various problems did briu^ to Mr. Suhrawardy’s notice that some 
lakhs of rupees were being raised when the department just managed to 
get certain licences of 38 big merchants withheld for the time being for 
certain enquiry. (The Honjjlb Mr. H. S. Stthrawardy: No, no.) Sir, 
I was satisfied then that the Hon’ble Minister in charge had nothing to 
do with the attempt to raise this money, but thereafter whenever such 
things occurred I had drawn attention to the fact that the underlings 
and supporters of this Ministry and also certain classes of people who 
are well known to the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy, who frequent his house 
and who are his very great assets in course of elections, go to the market, 
freely collect money in the name of the Minister. But these things still 

f o on and no serious attempt appears to be made to stop this scandal. 

Iven in the Textile Control office you cannot get anything done without 
bribery. Even the Standard Cloth which is to be distributed under the 
aegis of Government direct cannot be got released unless a certain officer 
there can be paid some thing overnight at his house. Has Government got 
no eyes to see, no brains to understand all these? Has not the Hon’ble 
Minister found himself how' his so-called honest Tribunal has set 
up in Calcutta 150 selected shops, some of which do not even claim to be 
cloth shops at all? Sir, shops that have been dealing with shoes, with 
wool or shops that were only groceries have now been selected as wonder- 
ful approved dealers of textile. When I offered to the Hon’ble Minister to 
come along with me in my car with my petrol and when I offered to show 
him about 40 shops whicn do not deserve to be given the slightest recog- 
nition of Government patronage he funked it. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy: You did not ^ive me a list.) I asked you to come along 
with me, I did not give a list only to be white-washed by some officials 
of yours. Even now I ask any honest member of ^he Muslim Tjeague to 
come with me today, tomorrow any time and I will show him the charac- 
ter of the shops selected by the Honble Mr. Suhraw^ardy’s wonderful 
Tribunal. (The HoN’m.E Mr. H. S. Si tiuaw arj)Y: I did not select 
them.) I had a talk with Mr. P. J. Griffiths, the newly appointed 
Director-General, Enforcement and Public Relations, and 1 ahso asked 
the Chief Whip of the European Party to come with me and I had within 
the course of an hour and an half shown them some of tlie absurdities 
that his so-called committee had done. And vet. no serious attempt is made 
to check the evil not merely on that occaNJon but on previous occasions 
also w’hen I had pointed out to the Hon’ble Minister, when 1 had given a 
written letter to the provincial Textile Controller pointing out to the 
Department how one Inspector was abusing his office and had a shop in 
the henami of his own, how he was squeezing out bales and bales of cloth 
from Burra Bazar for that particular shop, how he and a number of other 
Inspectors of the Department were daily and regularly and openly taking 
bribes (cries of “Shame, shame” from the Opposition benches), when 
day after day long reports came to the Provincial Textile Controller, he 
did not only take no action but he passed on that information to such 
offending parties only to make them more careful for the future. (Cries 
of “Hear, hear” and “Shame, shame” from the Opposition benches.) 
What a shame? 

“Sir ,when it was decided in the presence of the Hon’ble Minister 
that just before Id and Fuja seasons all available stock in Calcutta would 
be overnight taken possession of after a search, wonderful things hap- 
pen^ The very next morning, the Provincial Textile Controller said 
ibaUttda was not practicable at all. At the time when this matter was 
discussed in his presence, %e never uttered such difficulties. What hap- 
pened qn the following day? He said that voluntarily the merchants 
were prepared to give 7,000 bales? What happened to those 7,000 bales 
or more? I want the Hon’ble Minister, if he is really sincere and honest, 
to go and enquire in his Department what has happened to those 7,000 
or ll,000 Indes or whatever came thereafter and he will be surprised to 
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koow tiiai all the rf^rds of that time have vanished and are not available. 
8ir, the Hon’ble Minister knows that I have personal fcaowled^ of these. 
He requested me and two of his Parliamentary Secretaries at that time to 
assist in the distribution of certain emergency stock in the hands of 
Government. In 2 or 3 days* time, both myself and Nawabsada Nasar- 
ullah who were ^ere discovered certain malpractices and we told him 
and also the Provincial Textile Controller that such malpractioes, if al* 
lowed to continue, would not enable any gentleman, anv edicient and 
honest man, to participate in this kind of work, and I asked the Hon*ble 
Minister in charge to relieve me. What did he do thenP Did he take 
any measure to me^t the situation F He merely said to me: “Dr. 
Sanyal, such things happen. Don’t take it very seriously. (Laughter.) 
(io on helping; help the Department. “ Even so I tried to help the 
Department. All along I have been trying to jmt suggestions after 8U|r* 
gestions to the Department only to be told that certain things cannot be 
done. Why cannot be done^ Because he has chosen one non*oifioial 
European over whom he has no authority. In my presence l)eing con* 
vinced of the utter inefficiency, if not dishonesty, of that person, he 
rebuked him. He said *‘l am not going to have him any more'’ and who 
is the power that has kept him there stills We demand an explanation. 


When black-marketing wa.s shown to Mr. Vellodi, the Textile Com- 
mis.sioner, Bombay, when he came, he deputed one of his assistants to go 
and s^>e the working of black-marketing in Burrabasur. Ho was convinced 
that black-marketing was going on. Mr. Jones, the Provincial Textile 
(’out roller, was then asked to go {personally and see black-marketing. 
Several bales were cauglit in his presence, but what action was taken? 
Nothing happened. All big parties somehow managed to escape. And 
why no? Because there are ('ertain influences at work which the Govern- 
ment themselves fostered au<l maintained. 

I charge the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies not merely 
with starving the peoide ot Bengal and making them naked, but also break- 
ing the entire nuwale of the whole official and non-official agencies through 
which the {public could expect any assistance. I do trust that his party 
and he would, iu future, take proper note of the {position in the country 
and liehave themselves. 

Sir, I do not now like to deUiin the House on such charges most of 
which I have brought to the Hon’ble Minister’s notice. 1 will be {pre- 
pared to repeat them with specific instances, if he likes, any time and any 
number of times, and I hope the House will be able to appoint a small 

committee and examine those iharges. If I am, or any (Piie of those 

charges, found to be at fault, I will be only to<P ready and {preiparcd to 

o{)enly a{)ologiEe to the House and to the public outside. 1 have held 

public meetings in parks of Calcutta and in public halls anil called u{)un 
Government to explain some of their conducts, but no notice has fpeen 
taken so far, because they dare not take any notice of these allegations. 

I know that so far as cloth famine is concerned, there are two aH|)ects 
of the question — the supply position and the distribution question. I 
am aware that there are difficulties in the way crated by the action of 
the Government of India and the Textile Commissioner. 1 know also 
that 80 far as Bengal is concerned, her requirements are not being pro- 
perly looked into. I am also aware that the malpractices that are prac- 
tisea by the mills and big quota-holders have not been all due to the acts 
of the Provincial Government, but I also do know that what the Provin- 
cial Government have responsibility about namely equitable distri^iion 
at controlled prices, they have not so far dischar^d that responsibility 
’properly and correctly. Sir, in the matter of equitable distribution over 
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the country, the primary reapongibility lies with the Provincial Govern- 
ment, Here I must submit that not only have they failed, but they have 
eet up a machinery which is corrupt to the bone, and which should be 
scrapped lock, stock and barrell. 

Sir, so far as the Provincial Textile Advisoiy Council is concerned, 
people are led to believe that Government have in this a very dependable 
and honest poup of advisers! The fact however is that they are mere 
puppets in the hands of the Minister himself only to be asked te do some- 
thing’ to oblige him, and they do that. That has been done in a number 
of cases. When certain things have got to be done, the Minister sends 
for the Chairman and instructs him to do that, an(^ when asked he gives 
on innocent plea saying “I have not done anything; it is the Tribunal 
which has done that”. Now, what is that Tribunal? What nonsense is 
that Tribunal? A member of the Tribunal at a public place only the 
other day said “I do know and I feel” — and that is reported in one of 
the newspapers here — “all is humbug and everything is corrupt.” AVhen 
1 asked him “why then did you participate in the Tribunal”, he said 
“what can 1 do, I am quite lielpless”. This is the expression of opinion 
of one memlier of the Government Party, and one who is himself a mem- 
ber of the Tribunal. Bir, 1 have no time to go into the details, I have 
any number of suggestions to make and I do feel that the whole thing 
can be improved in only a weeks time. The Textile Advisory Council 
should be scrupiied. There should be a (General Advisory Council at the 
centre composed of popular representatives to advise. I do hope that the 
House will take proper note and set up a more dependable Central Coun- 
cil and a number of Advisory Peoples’ (’ommittees throughout the 
country to take proper action in this conneidion with the equitable distri- 
bution of (doth and yarn. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, mmdi 
has be(m said about the (loth famine. So, 1 would not say anything 
about it. I would only point out that in the stutement by the Hon 'hie 
Finance Minister it has been shown to us at page 18 that Government 
has H(»i apart Ks, ll,()8,d2,(MK) for standard cloth up to 81st March, 
1945. Sir, if this standard (doth worth Its. 8,1)8,82,00(5 had been pronerly 
distributed, 1 think there would have been some relitd' to the people of 
Hengul. 

I know tilt' condition of standard tloths in some districts, namely, 
Ilerhampore and Muldu. They are eaten by white ants, monsters and 
offic(»rH. These cloths were j>re8erv(*d in bond. Three-fourths of these 
have all been damaged in three months time. These very standard cloths 
tvhich hud been refused on the basis of fixed prices are now being taken 
by the public. It shows how naked the people are. They are taking the 
damaged standard (dotlis after paying the full price. In my starred (pies- 
tioii No. 71 — it is mentioned today — you will find that in the months of 
September and October, 1944, out of 15,277 bales, Assam had the good 
fortune of getting 1,850 bales from this province, though Bengal is 
suffering from cloth starvation. 

I suggest that this Assembly should be adjourned at least for a week 
and a cloth week should l>e observed by the Ministers and by the members 
of this House. All the members and Ministers should go round their 
constituencies and should devise means and ways to solve this problem 
immediately. 

Tte Hon’Me Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWAIIDY: In the midst of viliffca- 
tionB^lbet certain honourable membera have indulged in, it is difficult not 
only to keep one’s temper fasit one feels inclined not to take that portion 
<lf the House into oonffaence at all but as this is a matter of vital import- 
iunoe to the people of the province, I think they should know what the 
aithation actual^ is. 1 shul therefore for the benefit of its saner section 
tell the House how the posiHon now stands. 
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li luiA been said that there is a oloth famine. It cannot possibly bo 
enied that there is a cloth famine and that it is very largely due to tho 
ict that the supplies are insuthcieut. Honourable members have fiven ex* 
ression to the actual situation. The quota allotted to Bengal is unfoiv 
inately as low as 10 yards per head. Generally speaking, as honourable 
members should know, there is an over-all shortage in India. This is 
ue to the fact that a certain amount is exported. It is hoped that exv 
orts will be reduced, if not altogether stopped. Then, a certain amount 
s used for defence services and specially for the military. The result is 
bat there is an over-all shortage which is accentuated from time to time 
y the fact that there is not sufficient coal to keen the mills in operation. 
Gn the basis of mill supply, it was at first agreed that every one throughout 
India should bear an equal burden arising out of the shortage and the entire 
quantity of cloth should be distributed to all the provinces on a per capita 
basis. On calculations, it was found that every province could get enough 
stock on the basis of 12 yards per head. This however was somewhat 
fallacious us the number of yards per bale were counted as 1,500 while 
actually the bales contained only 1,200 yards or 1,150 yards on an avera^ 
as we have ascertained, hut thereafter there was a sudden change. I do 
not know why the blow should always fall upon Bengal. I have protested 
most strongly against any such change. 1 pointed out that Bengars 
population had increased, that the urban population had increa8e<l, that 
persons from other provint^es hud come into Ben^l, that owing to the 
presence of the military (here was much less civilian consumption, that 
bandages and other things were re<juired in Bengal for the increased 
number of hospitals and umt the famine through w'hich Bengal had passed 
required at least some consideration to be shown to Bengal. Bui all the 
c()nsi<leration that the Central Textile Control Board showed was that they 
reduced the quota of Bengal to 10 yards per head and increased the (|uotas 
of other jjrovinces in some cases to 20 yards and in some even to 24 yarda 
per liea<l. We have protested against this most vehemently. The one 
reason why we liave not ventilated it so far is that I do believe we shall 
get ^e(lre^s and that we shall get some kind of justice from the (jovernmont 
of India. (Dr. Nai.inaksha Sanyal : Not likely unless you set your own 
house in order.) In any event this is the position. The amount of cloth 
which has been assigned to Bengal is insufii<dent for its needs. 

Now, Sir, the next position that we come to is how are the sumdies 
assured to Bengal. Firstl\% there is the question of supplies which are 
insufficient, and secondly there is the question of how much supplies are 
brought into Bengal and how we can he sure that these supplies will come 
into Bengal. 

A certain numlK*r of quota-holders have been selected by the Textile 
Commissioner hinislf with which we have no concern. ThereafU^r, there 
are a certain numlier of importers who are expected to get cloth ihroug]i 
their normal dealers. Up till now we have not yet received a list of the 
q^uota-holders, nor how much they are entitled to get and I do lielieve 
that there are instances w'here (|uota>holder8 have resold their quota in 
Ahniedabad and Bomb^ and have not brought them to Bengal. (Dr. 
N.vlinaksha Sanyal: Tney dare not bring them.) There is a scheme 
which will soon be put into operation. On the J4th or I5th February 
there was a meting held of the Textile Control Board and a new scheme 
is now lining introduced by the Textile Commissioner which will com- 
mence with freezing the cloth from the beginning and then controlling it 
prom^rly. We exe|^t that when that scheme will come into operation, we 
shall be in a position not only to distribute whatever cloth is allotted to 
us but also on a proper basis. 

Dr* NALINAKtHA iAMYALs That has put up your price to Rs. 10 
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The HOfi’bto Mr. H. t. tUHRAWARDY: Now, Dr. Sanyal is 
making a vul^ and indecent insinuation. If he is sugj^ting that I 
have sold myself for monev, I shall call him a dirty liar. That is all. I 
shall tell another honourable member who spoke on the first occasion and 
who said — I think these are his very words — that ‘‘the person who has 
been allowed to handle yam shares his spoils with his patron in the 
Ministry^' referring to some person in the Ministry or may be to myself, 
that I not only challenge him to prove it, but I call him also a dirty liar. 
(Interruption.) (Cries of “Withdraw, withdraw” from the Opposition 
benches.) 

Mr. ATUL CHARDRA SEN: He must withdraw that expression and 
tender an unconditional apology. (Interruption.) 

The Hoil'ble Mr. H, S. SUHR AWARD Y: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
— ^(The voice of the Hon'ble Minister was drowned in tne tremendous 
noise from the Opposition bloc.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. We will not allow him to proceed further 
unless he withdraws. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: He will take a few minutes to conclude his 
speech. 

Or, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Are you presiding in the House when 
such an unparliamentary expression has been freely used? 

The Hon’bld Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
(again the voice was drowned in the uproar from the Opposition bloc). 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you go on in this way, I will have to 
adjourn the House. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: The Hon'ble Minister must withdraw 
before we can allow him to proc/oed further. 

Tht Hoa’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Will you ask the other 
members, Sir, to withdraw what they have said? 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Is it 
parliamentary for a well known dishonest Minister to call an honourable 
member of the Opposition a liar? 

Th# Hoil’bM Mr, H, S« SUHRAWARDY: I call that member a dirty, 
filthy liar. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hon^ble Minister who is 
known to be a thief entitled to call another member a dirty and filthy liar? 

Mr. K, NASARULLAH: You are a thief. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: You are a swindler. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May I ask you whether you are presid- 
ing or not? 

SPEAKER: It is impossible to conduct the business of 
the House in this atmosphere ^d I adjourn the House for fifteen minutes. 

(The House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment,) 

Mr, SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sir, the question be now put. 

Tbf HMPbM.Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I have not finished. 

Dr. NALINAIttHA SANYAL: You cannot finish unless you withdraw. 
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Ml« DEPUTY SPEAKERS Expresaions naed by both are undesir- 
able and unhappy and 1 will see tbe proceedings and have them expunged. 

Dr« NALINAKSHA SANYALs You cannot expunge. There is no 
right for any Speaker or Deputy Speaker to expunge any part of the 
proceedings. 

fUi HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIS No member on this side of 
the House used that expression. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am sorry to say that there were provoca- 
tions on both sides and I hope now in a calmer atmosphere you will allow 
the Hon’ble Minister to conclude the remaining portion of his speech. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Not unless he withdraws the expression 
“dirty and filthy liar“ used by him. 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 

(again the voice of the Hon'ble Minister was drowneil in the uproar in 

the House). 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Are you encouraging the use of 

such unparliamentary expression in the House I* 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: It is very difficult to say whether it is un- 

f arlianientarv or not and I will not cite any instance of Jlritish Parliament. 

will not quote anything from the proceedings of the British Parliament. 
Members of the Parliament have indulged in expressions even stronger than 
this. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will you help us to use such expres- 
sions also? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I hope you will only allow a few minutes 
to the Hon’ble Minister to finish his speech. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, (Again there was a 

trememb)us uproar from the Opposition side in which his voice was 
drowned.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; On a point of order, Sir. I am ask- 
ing >ou this question for ^'our consideration and answer. If charges of 
corruption against the Ministry are brought by members of the Opposition 
regarding the administration of any department, is it tbe wa^ to reply to 
that chpge to call tbe members who bring that charge as “dirty liars. “ I 
am asking you whether this is tbe kind of expression tbe Minister should 
be permitted to use in refuting the charges of corruption and bribery which 
can be legitimately brought against the administration. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. I think I have made my position clear. 
You have heard all tbe expressions that have been used. I have never 
suggested that tbe expressions are happy. I have already said that the 
expressions very much undesirable ana if you want me to say any- 
thing, certainly I will say that they are all unparliamentary. I must say 

that the responsibility lies with both sides of the House (Cries of “No, 

No“ from the Opposition bloc and of “Yes, Yes“ from the Government 
bloc.) If you continue in this way I shall have to ask the leaders of tbe 
different parties to help me in tbis matter. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY : How can we help you ? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I rise on a point of order 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, when I am on my lege, no 
point of order can arise. 

I will once more i^peal to tbe leaders of tbe differmit parties to help me 
in restoring order, if you ai4 really helpless in helping me I think I 
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have no other alternative but to adjourn the House. I onoe more appeal to 
the leaders, Mr. Boy, Mr. Basu, Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, Dr. Mookerjee, 
to help me. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BMUs Before you decide to adjourn the 
House we want to make our position perfectly clear. We never used any 
expression which has been declared by you unparliamentary as has been 
done in the case of the Hon’ble Minister. I do not therefore see what use- 
ful purpose will be served by the leaders of the Opposition going and seeing 
you in your chamber because we do feel that we have not committed any 
breach of parliamentary propriety. In the circumstances the only course 
open to you is to take the necessary step which follows after your declara- 
tion that the expression used by the Hon^ble Minis^r is unparliamentary. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: To be very frank I did not listen when the 
expression was used by Mr, Suhrawardy. (Cries of “Oh I Oh!’* from the 
Opposition benches.) But when such expressions have been used by mem- 
bers on both sides I do hold that I should compel Mr. Suhrawardy, Mr. Sen 
and Mr. Sanyal and others who have used them to withdraw. I will there- 
fore ask Mr. Suhrawardy, Mr. Sen and Mr. Sanyal to withdraw the 
expressions they have used. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: So far as we are concerned no compulsion 
is necessary. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. Mr. Suhrawardy, I hope you are withdraw- 
ing the expression you have used. 

The Hon’bid Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am ready to withdraw 
any unparliamentary expression I have used if the other members withdraw 
Uieirs. 1 am afraid 1 shall not be able to withdraw it because I have used 
it in the face of the grave and provocative charges and insinuations made 
against me. 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I have definitely asked three members of 
this House to withdraw the expressions they have used and I hope 
Mr. Suhrawardy will withdraw the expression and Mr. Sen and Mr. Sanyal 
also will. 

Th» Hon'ble Mr, H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Not only have certain 
insinuations and charges been made against me but over and above those 
insinuations and charges direct personal remarks have been made and it is 
my duty to tell them that they are not truthful. It cannot possibly be that 
any member will be permitted to say that I am dishonest or that I have 
taken money or to make any other insinuation like that. There are mem- 
bers who know, if they search their hearts, that I have been working in 
the midst of a filthy atmosphere and I have tried to give as clean an 
administration as possible and it is extremely unfair for them that they 
should use such expressions. 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER. I hope the members will withdraw the 
expressions. 

Mr, P. BANER4I: Your first man has not yet withdrawn. 

Th» Hon’bto Mr. H. 8. BUHRAWARDYs Will the honourable mem- 
bers be satisfied if I say this that if the insinuations made by the members 
of the Opposition and the charges made by them be held as false as well as 
the ot|ier ugly expressions uwed by the honourable members, I unhesitat- 
ingljr withdraw the expression I have used. 

Mr. tABANKA 8EKHAR BANYALs Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
retorted justly. I withdraw as a sportsman. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BENs Without in the least denying an^hing 
X have said in my speech, I withdraw the expression “swindler” wat I used. 
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lOiail Bahilliir MOHAMMED ALIS Dr. Sanyal, haa not wtikdrawn. 

nm Hon’bto Mr. H. t. SUHRAWAROYs As explained to me bv him 

he did not suggest that the money was being collected for me, or taat I 
would take it. 

Mauivi ABDUL WAHED : On a point of information Sir, ifl ICftfICV 
^ ^Ti wm W Jiltiff ws bank balance \riW ^ 

%»n 4^ 4^ ^ fw t (Laughter.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not allow that question. 

The Hofi’bit Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Now, Sir, under the new 
scheme of the Govemiiient of India, there will be only three catagories of 
dealers— one will be quota-holders, the second importers and the third 
retailers. Now, perhaps — it is not perhaps, it is almost certain — we shall 
be in a position to regulate the distribution of cloth much better than before. 

I would like to say something about yam; I do not know if I shall have 
the time to do so. Ynrn allotted to Bengal is very inadequate and I have 
protested very stnmgly and I do feel that if that inadequacy (Mintinues, 
Bengal will be in for a very, very bad time indeed. I think the position 
that is taken up hy the (Toverninent of India and the Central Advisory 
Committee regarding distribution of yarn to Bengal is indefensible. 1 
shall place this matter before the public at a press conference so that the 
public may know exactly liow the situation stands. 

Now, Sir, 1 also intend as far as possible to explore all possibilities of 
rationing cloth. 1 do not know w’hether w’e shall oe able to succeed and 
how long it will take to do so. What I have in my mind at present is that 
we shall be able to give 5 yards of cloth to an infant or to a boy up to the 
age (d 8 or 12 and 10 yards of cloth to an adult. Now, that means to say 
that only a pair of sans or a pair of dhutu will be given. As anybody 
cun see. this is hopelessly inadequate, but as there does not seem to be any 
other alternative, we shall have to d<» the best with the supply we have got. 

As regards yarn, we are sending it to all the places where there are 
weavers. It is an error to consider that the gentleman whom we have 
selected is the sole distributor of yarn. He is not the distributor but he 
is merely a handling agent in the sense that he removes the yarn from 
here. Nobody who knows anything about transport can deny that he has 
discharged his duties efficiently in the distribution of yarn, and nobody 
who knows anything of the problem can deny that it was necessary for me 
to find somebody who would be in a position to extract the yarn from the 
yarn holders, pay them money in advance, transport the goods to finy 
defined pari of Bengal, and wait to re(*over his money from the handling 
agents set up by the Subdivisional Officers. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Why do you allow yarn to be 

exported from this province? 

Tha Hoii*blt Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: No, Sir, 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: It has been exported to Bihar. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Under your protection, it has l>een 
exported from the Dhakeswari Cotton Mills. 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Now that I have been 
reminded of export, I wish to state this. You have stated that cloth is 
being exported to Tibet — that has appared in the napers. This is ineor* 
rect. Six hundred baled have been allotted hy the Central Government for 
Tibet and it is this cloth that wdll go to Tibet and no more. Similarlv. the 
cloth that is being exported to Assam was the cloth for Assam that haa oeen 
' sent to Bengal and we had to send that cloth outside which was meant for 
.the other province. 
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Now, Sir, we have tried oiir level best to utilise the trade as far as 
possible. As a matter of fact, we have, in distributing the frozen cloth, 
utilized mostly non-ofBcials connected with the trade and have utilised 
existing shops to distribute the cloth. Then we went on to the quota to 
quota scheme. The quota to quota scheme was adopted at the instance of 
Uie trade as they wanted free liberty to distribute the cloth in their own 
manner. 

Now, Sir, at the present moment it is only a very, very small portion of 
the cloth which Government has frozen. Do you think that we have frozen 
all the cloth and we are not distributing itP T^is is incorrect— only a very 
small portion has been frozen and the rest has been left to the trade 
to distribute in accordance with the quota to quota scheme. They have 
signally failed to do so and at the present moment it appears to me that 
there is no other alternative but for the Government to take over the entire 
control of cloth and its distribution. I hope. Sir, that the new scheme 
that we propose to take up will be successful, namely, that of assuring that 
the cloth supplies that are brought into Bengal are distributed properly. 
We must secure an adequate supply of cloth for Bengal then distribute it 
to the various subdivisions and various centres of distribution on a popula- 
tion basis and then further distribute ration the cloth to the consumers 
under Government supervision. (Dr. Nalin.\ksha Sanyal : On political 
patronage!) No. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: That is your instruction to 
the Subdivisional Officers. I have seen a letter.) I^o. If I ask that 
Muslims should get a fair share, this is not a question of political patronage. 
We all know that Muslims as a whole are being driven out from everywhere. 
There are Muslim dealers. Take the case of 22 importers who have been 
recently selected. Is there not more than one Muslim who can import? 
There are any number of Muslims. The Muslim Chamber of Com- 
merce has protested to me. Surely the rights of the Muslims have 
got to be protected too. It is only fair that justice should be done 
to all communities of the province, whether they are Muslims or 
whether they are Hindus. (Dr, Nalinaksha Sant.al: What about Hall & 
Anderson? Do they import anything?) No. They are the biggest 
distributors of cloth and yarn. Not that I am aw^are of at any rate regard- 
ing cl(dh from Indian Mills; but they are very big retail dealers and 
specialise in the needs of a particular community. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Qhandra Sen that the business of the Assembly 
do now stand adjourned to discuss a matter of definite and urgent public 
importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the failure of the Government 
to prevent the acute and unprecedented cloth famine that has overtaken the 
province at this moment, was then put and a division taken with the follow- 
ing result : — 


AYEI~<aS. 


AMit MOi, Mr. MM 
AIM Malntn, Mr. (KMm) 

AMil UW Mtwai. MmM 
AMM WiM ItlalMiarl. MmM 
AM«r RMMk, MmM 
AiliMMa aims, Mr. 

■M aims MMSMiy. KiM tMuMr Mm 
■MiMM , Mr. IfM 
■m iH U i Mr. ZiimMm MMI 
•MMtl, Mr. 9 , 

•iM, Mr. iM iii t Kimt 
• MIM l Hy, Mr. MMMl IMI 



MHa, Mr. tikiwir 
D«lta tMte, MM Mira 
Mr. UpMiraMife 
FhM Nrai Mr. a. K. 
ai t t l, Mr. AM KiMnm 
tliMMhi Alram, Mr. 

MMM. Mr. a. 

MptA Hr* tMain 

NMwra Al KIM, KIm MMar MmM 

Mm, Mr. U ». 

MmI am MUaraiM, MmM 
KIm, Mr. DMi Hra UK 
KlMW, Mr. AM tlMira 
KMMi, Mr. MMM ra MMi 
IMMUMMAMraMI 
mm, mg, AMwNa Ks«M 
M^Miir, Mnu NMMpfMi 
Mi^ Hr. Mnr fiMin 
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AM«I liiMliM Mi. 

AMM Hall. Mr. Mint 

AMM Maklw, MmM (MyaMMtacm 

AM«I NMI« MMM, Kiaa MUI Maalvl Mi. 

AM«I JaMv, MwM 

AMal Kaiir, Mr. (allM LM MMM) 

AMrt KariM. Mr. 

AIM MaMM MMIk. Dr. 

AMal Walwk KMa. KaM lahaiar 
AMar Rikaiaa, Kkaa taliaiar A. r. M. 

AMar RaatiM MakaMai. Mr. 

AMar ItaikMi, Maatfi MA 
AMar Raaf, Kkaa takaiar MaaM I. (Mawrak) 
AkMar Rata ika«ikaH« Kkaa Rakaiar Maalfl 
Akal ran. Mr. Mi. 

Akal MaiMai. MaaM 
AMI Naiaia Akaiai, Mr. 


lataMal, Mr. M. A. Nh M.R.t. 
iaia la ii l a Akaai. Ika Naalia Kkaa Rakaiar MaaM 
iaalnaiila Akaai, Kkaa Rakaiar MmM 
KaMraiMa Kkaa, KkM Rakaiar MmM 
Kaaaaif, Mr. I. t. 

Ulak. Mr. Mka 
Malalaak« Mr. Raaifa, R.R.t« 

MaiiaiilR AkaMi« KkM teMk MmM (UpRtn) 

MaaM. Mr. RMka Rakarl 

Maaial. Rai laMkiatat tkaaiia 

Maaial* Mr. KrMiaa Rraaai 

MaalraiMa AkkaM, MmM 

MMkaM, Mr. I. M. 

MakaaiMti Ail, KkM Rakaiar 
MalMa AH. Mr. MA 
MargM, Mr. t., Al.l. 
mmhm AH MaRak. MmM M. 


Akal Qaaaaai, MmM 
AkaM AH MiMkA MaaM 
AkaMi NaMa. Mr. 

AkaM KkM, Mr. Ifai 

AHiMMa AkaMA KkM Rakaiar Maalfl 


Ranaa, tN Hm’M* Mr. Pnaikail 
RalKNart MM f. t. 

RMraA Raka Laktkial RarafM 
Rlma>, Mr. Rarik Ul 
fk lM iai alA Mr. A W. 


Oil. Rai iaklk Aaakai Rkaaiia 
rarkat Raaa Kkaaaa^ Raca* 
raMal Qaaiir. KkM Rakaiar MmM 
faMar Rakma, Mr. (Raaaa) 

PaMar RakaMa. KkM Rakaiar (MyawMlafk) 
K mp »a Mr. p. r. M. 



MMnl,Mr.*M.A.P.,0.t.l. 
HMIpA ®r. ML RavM 
Mrti AkMii MM, MaMil 


MakaaiRMi lakaMA MaaM 
MakanMai lualt, MaaM 
Makaaiaiai MiiMaa, KkM Rakaiar Rr. lyfi 
Makariaa, Ika MaaHa Mr. Tarakaalk, M.R.t. 

MatHak, Mr. Makaaia Rakary 
MaMak, Ika Mm'IM Mr. PaUa Rakary 
MaMarraff Haaaala, Ik# Haa’kia Ravak, KkM Rakaiar 
Maalafawtal MaRaA Mr. lyai 
RaMrMIM, Rawakiaia K. 

HaMaiaiiia, Ika HM’Ma Kkara|a Mr. K.AI.I. 
R aaraii l a, Mr. K. 

Ranaa, Mr. M. R., M.R.K. 

Pala, Ika Mta*klt Mr. Raraia PraMwaa 
RaJikaiMa TaiaMar, MmM 
Rauar RaknM KkM, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. RkaaMiay 
l al ara ii h i AkaaA Mr. 

•alraiMa AkaiiA NaH 
Rarkar, Raka MaikaMiM 
•arajal IMua, Mr. 

tkakakiiila, Ika NM'Mi Mr. KkaralA R^B.1. 
•Mar, Raka LMM Maaia 
•■art, Mr. A R. 

•aiylk*OakMfaA Mr. R. t. 

Mark, Mr. A. P. 

Mar aai M , Mr. R. A. N. 

•akravariy, Ika Naa'Mi Mr. M. A 
Tkanaaa, Mr. A M. 

WaMar, Mr. A A 

W kW a k a aA Mr. A A 

IVaiiMartA Mr. W. A, AI.A 

lafcar Akaai • kaal k ary, MaaM 

laaMi, Mr. A M. A 

SMr iakaMi IkMi RR M i k at y , MmM 


The Ayes bein^ 66 and the Noe« 104, the motion was loat. 


MlowmmnL 

«« House was then adjotiraed at 7-30 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, iho 
23rd February, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Lefl^slative Assembly assembled tinder 
the provisions of the Government of India Act| 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
23rd February, 1945, at 4-45 p.m. 

Presents 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hasheicy) in the Chair, 
10 Hon’ble Ministers and 180 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which orai answers were given) 

Stealing of wheels and tyres of motor sehioles in Caioiitta. 

•46. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Dejpurtment aware of the fact that gangs of thieves are 
stealing the wheels and tyres of motor vehicles in Calcutta, after removing 
the car from the garages P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the number of such thefts in Calcutta, during the period from June, 

1944, to October. 1944; 

(u) how many cases have been detected; 

(Hi) in how many cases the stolen property has been recovered; 

{iv) whether the Government has given necessary peiinits to those owners 
for the purchase of tyres and the use of their cars ; and 

(v) whether it is a fact that the owners whose tyres and wheels had been 

stolen have been undergoing hardship to secure permits from the 
Government to purchase tyres P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of» issuing 
immediate permits for tyres and wheels for such cases ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (<|) No, only in 7 out of 43 reported cases, thefts were 
committed after removing the cars from their garages. 

(h){i) Forty-three. 

(n) Five. 

(m) Three, 

(iv) In the case of an “esseutial” vehicle, a permit is issued provided 
the apidication for replacement of stolen tyres is supjwrted by a satisfactory 
police report regarding the theft. 

(r) and (r) No. 

Soaroity of quinino in Tippora diatriot 

•47. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Tjocal Self-Government Department l»e 
pleased to state if it is a fart that in the district of Tippera there has been 
a recrudescence of malaria outbreak in an epidemic form in many areas in the 
months of September, October and November, 1944 P 

(h) Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that quinine sulphate is not available 
and is not being distributed now by Government? 

(c) Is it a fact that quinocrine or mepaorine tablets are distributed now 
and that distribution is mainly done by appointment of licensed dealers P 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that in many unions licensed dealers have not been ai^ioinied; 



’(«i) that in those areas where licensed dealer ha^e been appointed they 
do not come forward to purchase the tablets; 

(m) that the expenses they incur in purchasing the tablets from the 
subdivisional centre exceed the margin of profit; 

(w) that the margin of profit is only R8.2-8 |>er thousand tablets; 

(v) that large number of tablets are lying undistributed in centime; and 

{vv) that this distribution has suffered greatly? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that these grievances were brought 
to the notice of the IHrector of Public Health hy the SulMiivisional Heiuth 
Officer and a member, Bengal Legislative Assenlhly? 

if) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what steps, if any, 
have the Government taken to remedy the grievances ? 

(g) Do the Government consider the desirahility of taking immefliate steps 
for improving the distribution of unti-malarial tirugs? 

{h) If so, will the llon’ble Minister pleased to state what steps they 
projwse to take? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on bahalf of tho Hon’blo Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi dalaiuddin Ahmad): (</) Yes. Tlie situation, however, 
began to improve from the middle of October and the improvement was 
steadily maintained up to the middle of JS'ovember except in Ohandpur sub- 
division only where there was a slight increase in the incidence in tW week 
ending ^oth November. 

(/>) No, Quinine sulphate is distributed free to all hospitals and dis- 
{lensaries including District Board and Tnion Board di8i)en8aries for UkH 
indoor and outd(K)r jsitients. 

(r) {v) and tc) Yes. 

yl) (/) ()nly ill 25 unions vemlor.H have not been api>ointed on ac<;ount of 
difficulty in securing willing and reliable men. In tne district as a whole, 
then' are more than flOP liionsed vendors. 

(?/) Yes: some of the dealers do not come forward. 

{lit) Yes, this is .so in some (ases, 

{It') Yes. The question of increasing the margin of jyrofit is under 
exaiiiMiation in consultation with the Government of India. 

(ri) Yes, sale has suffered hut not free distribution. 

{/) The matter is under consideration of Government. 

ig) and (/i) Arrangements are being made for augmenting the channels 
of supply and among others all brunch pmt offices will now l>e selling 
mepacrine to the villagers and the services of Ciicle Officers and other touring 
officers of Government will also he now utilised for chet:king black-marketing 
and suj>ervising distribution. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: AVill the Hou’ble Minister pleased 
to state how many unions in the district a.s a whede were provided with 
licen.sed dealers? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have nothing to add except 
to refer the honourable member to iny reply (d)(i) because I do not know 
the exact number of union boards, dnly 25 unions remain without licensed 
vendors. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that this represents nearly 
50 per cent, of the total of the union boards in the district r 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMADS No, it cannot be. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
io state on what ma^rial he suggests that the number of 25 unions does 
*not represent 50 per cent of the total? Can he give the total number? 
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Khn Sahib HAMIDUDOIN AHMADi I tlunk no district can liave 
only 50 unions as my friend suggests. At least there must be 300 unions. 
Now the number of licensed vendors is 600. We have not appointed one 
vendor to every union. In some cases two or three vendors have been 
appointed for each union. The number of licensed vendors is 600 in all now. 
So the question cannot arise that 26 unions represent 50 per cent, of the 
total number. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYA).: With reference to answer (h), will 
the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the total quantity of quinine 
sulphate distributed free to all hospitals and dispensaries which enables him 
to state that there is no scarcity in the available supply of quinine sulphate? 

Khan Sahib NAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Distribution of quinine sul- 
phate powder from 4th April, 1944, till the 3rd November, 1944, is 957 lbs, 
quinine sulphate tablets oj lbs. and cinchona febrifuge 1,225 lbs. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Was that free? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Not entirely. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALt Your answer (5) says that quinine 
sulphate is distributed free to all hospitals and dispensaries, etc. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the amount supplied free? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMADr I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answers (d){ii) and 
(m) where it is admitted that the margin of profit allowed is so poor that 
local dealers do not come forward, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what arrangements have Government made to ensure the actual distri- 
bution of quinine mepacrine tablets in the affected areas where dealers may 
not find it profitable to import themselves? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I would refer the honourable 
member to my answers (/7) and (/;!. Arrangements have been made to 
make these tablets available througn all branch post offices. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has every village in the Tippera 
district got a post office? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if every union board has got a post office? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It may not have but then all 
branch post offices may cater to the needs of the people at large at least to 
some extent. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government consider the desirability of multiplying the number 
of distributing channels in view of the limited number of post offices existing 
in our rural areas ? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; We are in correspondence with 
the Government of India and asking them to make the margin of profit a 
bit higher and to make it more lucrative so that we may get more vendors. 

Numbar of attaoks aiMt deaths from malaria in Jeaaore in 1M8-44 and aCape 
taken by Government to prevent it. 

•48. m. ATUL KRI8HNA GH08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Ix)cal Self-Government Department be 
pleased to* state — 

(a) the number of people that died of malaria in the district of Jessore 
in 1943-44; 



191 ^} QUfiSTioirs. m 

(&) how many people suffered due to malaria during the said peHod ; 

(c) what steps the Government took to prevent it; and 

(d) how much quinine was distributed in the whole district during tliat 

period!^ 

Kiiaii tahih HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on bMitif of tho Hoa’Mo Klum 
BOhadur Maulvi dalalwkllfi Ahmad): (a) and (b). 

Attacks. Deaths. 

1943 ... 95,612 34,300 

1944 (up to September) ... 128,760 26,648 

(c) Two 50-bed and two 20-l)€d Famine Relief Eihergency Hospitals, 50 
Satellite Treatment Centres and 3 Mobile Meilieal Units have been working 
in the district of Jessore. 

(d) The quantity distributed during 1943-44 was — 

Quinine sulphate — 2,669 lbs. 

Cinchona febrifuge — 1,163 lbs. 

Otftbraak of malaria and kala-azar in KishoroganJ subdiviaion and 
doaths tharofrom. 

*48. Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: (a) WUl the Hon’ble Minister 
iu charge of the Public Health and Medical Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the number of deaths and the number of persons attacked from 
malaria and kala-azar in the year 1943 in t)olice-8tationB Rarim- 
ganj, Kisboregan j , Tarail, Hossainpur, Pakundia, Katbiadi and 
Kuliarchar in the sulKlivision of Kishoreganj in Mymensingh; 
and 

(it) what steps, if any, Government took to stop malaria epidemic in 
these areas? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in some unions of Earimganj, 
Kishoregani and Tarail ik) 1 ice-stations more than 40 per cent, fell victims 
to these fell diseases? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on bolwlf of tho Hon’bio Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi dalaiuddin Ahmad): (a)(r) Figures of attacks are not 
available. A statement showing the attendance of malaria and kala-azar 
patients in the dispensaries and hospitals of several thanas of the Kishore- 
ganj subdivision during the year 1943 and another statement showing the 
total number of deaths from tnese diseases are placed on the Library Table. 

(if) A statement showing the total quantity of quinine and cinchona 
supplied for sale and free distribution in the Kisnoregauj sulKlivision during 
the years 1943-44 and 1944-45 is laid on the Library Table. 

a The incidence of malaria only in Karimganj, Kishoreganj and 
police-stations during 1943 was fairly high but in the absence of 
figures of actual attacks it is not possible to say what percentage of popu- 
lation was affected. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister pleaf^ tell 
the House whether he is aware of any fact of black-marketing of quinine in 
Kishoreganj subdivision? 

Khiui iahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMADs There may be some cases of 
black-marketing but that is not the general complaint. 

Mrt CHARU CHANDRA ROY : With reference to the answer just 
given, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps do Govern- 
ment take to stop this black-marketing P 
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Khan iahih HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Whenever any case is brought 
to the notice of the officers concerned or of the Government every possible 
step is taken to bring that culprit to book and to stop black-marketing in 
all possible ways. 

Mrt GHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state in how many cases actions have been taken and what steps have 
been taken in those particular cases? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN^AHMAD: I want notice. 

Ineraasing toll af malaria in Bengal. 

«S0. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH SEN: Is the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health Department aware — 

(а) that incidence of malarial fever is already very high; and 

(h) that it is taking an increasing toll of lives in the Bengal districts P> 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’blo Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi dalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Yes. 

(h) The recent figures indicate that compared with the last year the toll 
is higher in some of the districts and lower in the others. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the districts in which the toll of malaria is lower? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 want notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: Will the Hon ble Minister 
Iw ploased to state whether it is a fact or not that there was an over-all 
increase of malaria and deaths from malaria? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, in some districts it was 
so but not in all. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: No, no, I do not mean that. 
1 want to know whether there "was an over-all increase. I mean the total. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes. 

Sanitary condition of Chittagong Municipality. 

•51. Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QUADIR: Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of (he Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether he has received any representation from the Honorary Secre- 
tary, District Bar Association, Chittagong, regarding the deplor- 
able sanitary condition of the Chittagong Municipality which 
was taken over by the Government for better administration; 
and 

(h) if so, what action has l>een taken on it? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of tha Hon’blo Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Yes. 

(б) A copy of the rem*e8entati(vn has Wn sent to the District Magistrate, 

Chiiifagong, i<a dmpoul and the Director of Public Health has been asked 
fo] a report after inspection. 

Staff and auporviaion of omorgom^ hospitals. 

»S2. Maidvi MUHAMM|LD ISRAIL: WiU the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health, and Local Self-Government (Medical) Depart- 
ment be pleased to state— 

(a) the competent authority for the aj^intment and dismissal ol tbe 
staff of the emergency hospitals; 
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(4) ine arrangement lor the super^^bion o£ theee hoapitait; and 

(c) the relation of the Bbtrict Magistratea and Subdiviaional Officera 
with these hospitals P 

Kiltii iihib HAMIDUOOIN AHMAD (on bohatf of tht Hon’M Kliill 
Bafiidiir Maiaivi daltiucMin Ahmad): (a) The Depnty Surgeon-aenei^i 
F.R.E., all inspectors of hospitals, all Civil Surgeons and A(mitional Civil 
Surgeons are competent authorities for the appointment ' and dismissal of 
staff of the F.R.E. hospitals, subject in the case of doctors, to the approval 
of the Surgeon-General. The Superintendents of Hospitals may appoint or 
dismiss staff, other than doctors, subject to the approval of the Civil 
Surgeon. 

(6) The hospitals are under direct charge of Medical Officers and are 
inspected and supervised by ('ivil Surgeons, Additional Civil Surgeons* 
I)i8i>ectors of Hospitals and the Deputy Surgeon-Ueaeial, F.R.E. Arrange- 
ment has also l)een made for the appointment of an Advisory Committse 
consisting of local jieople for each F.R.E. hospital which is entitled |o 
visit the hospital and to record suggestions or complaints for the information 
of the Civil Surgeon. 

(c) These hospitals are under the administrative control of the Civil 
Surgeons. The District Magistrates and the Subdivisional Officers help the 
Civil Surgeons in such matter as obtaining local credit where necessary and 
without interfering with the iuteniul administration of the hospiials, 
endeavour to ensure that the SuiKuintendents of Hospitals are not owr- 
cbaiged by the contrucloi.s and to assist them in obtaining supplies loml^- 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to .stale who are the members of this Advisory Committee? 


Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Leading men are selected for 
the local committees. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the Hou.se whether the members of the Legislature in whose consti- 
tuencies the F.R.E. hospitals stand are entitled to be, members of the 
respective committees concerned? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: They may be members; they 
are not debarred. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether a member of the Legislature can be the ex-officio member 
of the F.R.E. hospital situated in his constituency? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for ten minutes for prayer.) 
{After adjournment.) 


AwMgfi iiinuil r«|uirain«it of quinina in SongiU. 

•53. Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERdEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) what has been the last five years’ average figure of malaria cases in 

Bengal; 

(b) hoV many people of Bengal suffered from malaria last year; 

(c) of them how many died; 

(d) what is the department’s method of collecting statiatioi in such 

’ cases? 

(e) what is the average annual requirmuent of quinine in Bengal; 

13 
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(/) how much quinine each year during the last five years thts Govern- 
ment indented from the Government of India? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on bahalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi dalaluddin Ahmad): (a) 4,429,481 cases treated in 
hospitals and dispensaries on an average for tne 5 years 1939-1943. 

(6) 4,754,521 in 1943. ^ 

(c) 674,330 dekths from malaria in 1943. 

(d) Before 1944 vital statistics were collected by Presidents, Union 
Boards, from hatchitas of village chaukidars. Since early 1944 vital statis- 
tics are in the majority of districts collected directly from the chaukidars 
hy the Thana Sanitary Inspectors who have been appointed Registrars of 
Births and Deaths for the thanas. The thana returns are in both systems 
submitted to the District Health Officer for compilation of the district 
monthly return for submission to the Director of Public Health. Figures 
of malaria cases treated in hospitals and dispensaries are submitted to Civil 
Surgeons and thence to the Surgeon -General with the Government of Bengal 
annually in the prescribed forms. 

(c) On the basis of malaria cases occurring about 275,000 lbs. of quinine 
would be required to treat every malaria case in Bengal that attends a dis- 
pensary or hospital. 

(/) Quinine indented from Government of India during the last five years 


is shown l>elow : — 

1939 ... Nil. 

1940 ... Nil. 

1941 ... Nil. 

lW2.43-« 

Quinine salts ... 44,951 lbs. 

Cinchona febrifuge ... 17,283 lbs. 

Quinine substitutes ... Nil. 

194344_ 

Quinine salts ... 89.150 lbs. 

Cinchona febrifuge ... 24,800 lbs. 

Quinine substitutes (tablets of atebrine) 7,395,000 


Ntimbtr of itMtIis duo to iiMriana in munioifMl and rural Bengal. 

/M. Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURi: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Public Health and I^cal Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state — 

{a) the number of deaths due to malaria that have taken place in 
(t) municipal and (ii) rural Bengal during each of the last 
six months since May, 1944; 

(6) the number of such deaths during the same period of each of the 
last three years; and 

(c) the reason why the measures taken Ikve failed to control the epi- 
demic and prevent the large mortality due to the same this year? 

Khan Bthib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon*bla Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi dataluddin Ahmad)! (a) and (h) A statement is laid on 
Ihe Library Table. ^ 

(r) The total mortality though higher compared with the previous year 
in tne earlier part of the period in question rame down ap|)reciaWy during 
the latter part showing that the measures initiated for control of the epi- 
demic were taking effect. The higher mortalitv' in the earlier pari is attri- 
buted to ihe mal-nutrition of the previous year the effect of which was pea- 
siating MB then. 
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M HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURIt WiU the Hcm’ble Mmbim 
be pleased to state whetlier the total mortality in the period in ^estion in 
1944 was much higher thair the total mortality in 194« or in 1941, that is, 
the years previous to the famine yearP 

ICIiaR Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMADi 1 want notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. in his reply the 
Parliameiitarv Secretary has said that the total mortality though higher 
compared with the previous year in the earlier part of the period in question 
came down appreciably during the latter part showing that the measures 
initiated for control of the epidemics were taking effect. My further 

Q uestion is, whether having regard to the fact that Uie total mortality in 
uiie was 40,700, in July 43,391, in Aunust 47,824, in September 49,707 
and in October ‘)4,92o, will the Hon’ble Minister be prepared to state 
mortality is nut on the increase since JuneP If not how can Government 
claim that the measures taken by them are producing effect and reducing 
mortality P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 want time to answer this. I 

want further notice. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which wero laid on Iho table) 

Prayer for inorease of family allowanoea of oartain saourity priaonert. 

14. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULI: (a) Has the attention of 
the Uou’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department been drawm to 
the petitions of the following security prisoners complaining about the inade- 
quacy of the allowances granted to them for the maintenance of their families, 
ind praying for the increment of the same: — 

(1) Sreejut Atindra Mohan Roy, of Comilla; 

(2j Sreejut Jamini Mohan Pal, of Comilla; 

(8) Sreejut Tridib Kumur Chowdhury, of Murshidubad ; 

(4) Dr. Sarat Kumar Sen, of Dacca; 

(5) Sreejut Makhan I>al Dutt, of Dacca; 

(6) Sreejut Chiranjib Misra, of Dacca; 

(7) Sreejut Tarani Bhusan Shome, of Dacca; 

(8) Sreejut Jadunatb Bhattacbarji, of Comilla; 

(9) Sreejut Dbirendra Chandra Sen, of Dacca; ✓ 

(10) Sreejut Saehindra Chandra Cbakravarty, of Dacca; 

(11) Sreejut Dinesh Chandra Ghatak, of Calcutta; and 

(12) Sreejut Promode Ranjan Das Gupta, of Comilla? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps have been taken to increase the amount of 
their family allowances ? x' 

(c) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether in view of the 
scarcity and high prices of the essentials of life the Goveniment are consider- 
ing the desirability of increasing the amount of the allowances granted io 
the above mentioned security prisoners? 

The HWbIt Khmia fir NAZIMilDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(b) The allowances have been increased in all the casee. 

• (c) Does not arise. 
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Mmikmi traatment of Srijut AdwtiUi Dtitte, t aaourity prisoner. 

IS. Mr, NIHARENHU OUTTA MAZUMRAR: (a) WiU the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department l:i« pleased to state 
irhether it is a fact — 

(i) that security prisoner Srijut Adwaita Dutta is ailing and is at present 
confined in the Presidency Jail Hospital since the 22nd July, 1943, 
for about two months now ; 

(«) that immediately after his arrest on the 26th September, 19i2, he 
was admitted into the Presidency Jail Hospital and was confined 
there for treatment for two months ; 

(iii) that he has had to pass almost half the term of his detention so far 

in the Jail Hospital ; 

(iv) that there is no appreciable relief or improvement of his (extremely) 

complicated ailments which are causing him excruciating suffer- 
ing; 

(v) that a petition stating his ailments and medical history was sub- 

mitted by him to the Medical Officer, Presidency Jail, on the 
21st May, 1943; 

(vi) that a j)etition asking for permission to consult Dr. Moti Mokherjee, 

of Bally, Howrah, a hommopath, was addressed by him to the 
Deputy Commissioner, Special Branch, on the 12th July, 1943, 
but was rejected; 

(vii) that on the 30th July, 1943, Medical Officer, Presidency Jail, 

recommended his case to Government for sanctioning examina- 
tion by a specialist; 

(vin) that the petition asking for the transfer to the Medical College 
Hospital as an indoor patient for immediate relief was sub- 
mitted by him to the Jail Superintendent on the 30th July, 1943; 
(i.T) that a representation in writing to the same effect was made to the 
Inspector-General of Prisons, Bengal, on the 2nd August, 1943; 
and 

(iT) that on the 24th August, 1943, u reminder to the above was made 
by him to the Inspector-General with also a prayer for Govern- 
ment permission to allow him necessary facilities to consult Dr. 
Bidhan Chandra Hoy pending arrangement for specialist examina- 
tion by Government as recommended by the Medical Officer, 
Presidency Jail, on the 30th July, 1943? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government 
have arranged for-^ 

(t) his proper examination and treatment by a specialist; or 
(ti) his admission for treatment as an indoor- patient into the Medical 
College Hospital; or 

(m) giving him relief and facilities for consulting his own physicians 
from outside as he offered to do ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any of the 
eommunications addressed bjjr Srijut Dutta except the one mennoned in 
(a) (vt) above which was rejected by Deputy Oommiesioner, Special Branch, 
has Wn replied to by Government or any of the aforemenjioned authorities 
addressed tof 

(d) If the answer to Jlc) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state-^ 

(f) who replied; 

(it) on which dales; and 
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(Ui) to what effect, with reference to his requests and Medical Officer’s 

recommendations mentioned above p 

(s) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof P 

(/) Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to state-^ 

(i) the nature of the aiilments of Sri jut Dutta revealed or complained 

of in the aforementioned — 

(1) written communications, 

(2) medical recommendation, and 

(3) his medical history: and 

(it) whether Government are considering the desirability of — 

(1) releasing him on medical grounds, or 

(2) admitting him into the Medical College Hospital for proper 

treatment, and 

(3) granting him permission and necessary facilities to consult 

l>r. Bidhau Cliamlra Boy inside Presidency JailP 

Tlw Hon’Mo KhwAja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Yes, the prisoner was 

kept in hospital for treatment for some months since July, 1SN13. 

(ii) and (r) to (j) Yes. 

(tii) My information is that he has been in Jail Hospital for about six 
months altogether. 

(ty) He was cured of his glandular affections with treatment in Jail 
Hospital. Later on in June, 1944, he was admitted in the Medical College 
Hospitals for further treatment. He was discharged from there in Sep- 
tember, 1944, and has since been receiving treatment according to the pre- 
scriptions of the Professor of Medicine. 

(ff) (i) and (ii) Yes, 

(ill) No. , 

(c) The j)etitions were not formally replied but Government decisions on 
all the petitions were communicated to the prisoner verbally by the Jail 
Superintendent as soon as he received any reply. 

(</) and (c) Do not arise. 

(/) (i) The prisoner in his representations complained of burning sensa- 
tion in the gall bladder region, kidney region, etc., and also scarcity of 
urine. The Medical Officer at first examined and treated him in the Jail 
Hospital but as the prisoner did not get any substantial relief thereby, be 
was recommended for examination by a specialist of the Meditiul College 
Hospitals. This examination was made and according to the specialist’s 
recommendation he was admitted as an indoor-patient of the Medical College 
Hospitals on the 12th June, 1944, and discharge<l after treatment on the 
Jst September, 1944, He was also examined b^* a Medical Board on the 
25th November, 1944. 

(fV) (1) and (3) No. 

(2) He was admitted into the Medif'al College Hospitals. 

Mr. NIIHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Professor of Medicine of the Medical College 
was invited to attend that meeting of the Medical Board? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member to 
my reply yesterday. This was the question put to me yesterday, 

* Mr. NItHITHA NATH KUNDU: This is a different question. There 
was no reply to the question wsbether there was a meeting of the Board. 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi* Y«g, there was. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU: In view of the answer given today 
tliat the Board refused to release him on ^ound of health on the face of the 
recommendation of the Professor of the Medical College under whose medical 
treatment this patient was, wiHi^the Hon 'hie Minister be pleased to state 
how the opinion of the medical officer who was in charge of the patient 
disregarded by the Board? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Tkat is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the grounds on which the Board refused to release this 
prisoner on the face of the recommendation of the Professor in charge of 
Medicine under whose charge this political prisoner was? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was examined by the Physician 
Specialist of the Medical College Hospitals and he was sent first as an out- 
door patient but he was advised for admission as indoor patient which was 
done. Afterwards he was discharged. Now again he is going to be under 
the treatment of the Physician Specialist of the Medical College Hospitals. 
The doctor has recommended that he should again be put under his treat- 
ment and that is being given efEect to. 

Grant of family allowances to Babus Aditya Kumar Bankura and Cobinda 
Kumar Sinha, security prisoners. 

le. Mr. iSWAR CHANDRA MAL: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(t) that Babus Aditya Kumar Bankura, Sabang, Midnapore, and Gobinda 
Kumar Siulia, Garlieta, Midnapore, have been detained in the 
Midnapore (/cntral Jail as security prisoners since the date of 
their arrests on 20th (htol)er, 1942, and 14th February, 1943, 
resjXH tively ; 

(n) that Aditya Babu bad an annual income of more than Rs. 1,000 from 
special agency of a Life Insurance Company and other sources 
and (iobinda Babu had an annual income of nearly Rs.700 from 
business of fuel wood ; 

(m) that the said prisoners are the only earning members of their 
families ; 

(iv) that Aditya Babu has old mother and wife and 5 minor daughters 
including one daughter of marriageable age, and Gobinda Babu 
has wife, 4 children and a sister with C children, as dependants; 

(r) that the dwelling houses of the said prisoners were damaged during 
the last cyclone, and heavy damage was done to their agricuF 
tural income; 

(vi) that Aditva Babu applied to the Goveimment on 18th December, 
1942, followed bv reminders on 2l8t May, 28th September, 4th 
November, 7th December, 1943, and to the Hon* ole Minister 
on the 17th October, 194^1, followed by reminder on 23rd Novem- 
ber, 194^1, and Gobinda Babu applied to the Government on 11th 
March, 1943, jbllowed by reminders on 29th May, 6th July, 
6th August, ^th Sej?tember, 26th November, 1943, and let 
January, 1944; and 

(wi) that Aditya Babu was informed by the Government Memo. 
No. 9484H.J., dated Calcutta, the ITth August, 1943, that his 
Qiase was under conidderation, and Gobinda Babu was informed 
the Government MenM). No. 41^ o.f 20Jih April, 1943, that 
his case was being considered? 



946 | questions. »• 

if\ "jf the reply to (a) is io the affirmative, wiU the Hon'ble MuuetW 
be pleased to state whether — 

($) any further step has been taken on their petition; 

(«i) he is considering the desirability of considering the petitions and 
' granting them stiitable family allowances? 


Tl» Hon'We Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDIM: {a)(i) Yes, but Babu Aditya 

Eumar Bankura was releaserl on 2Ut February, 1944. 

(lit Yo My information is that Aditya Babu has about 26 bighas of 
landed nropertv and a small aumindary with an annual income of Ke,2t>. 
He had no other source of income. Uobinda Babu had practically no income 
of bis own liefore arrest. . , . « • 

(III) No. Uobinda Babu has a brother who manages bis household affairs 
including the joint cultivation. 

No. Aditva Babu has his mother, wife and foui minor 
and' Uobinda Babu has his wife and four minor children as his dependants. 


(r) T have no information. 

ivi) Yes. Several petitions were rereivetl. 


(rii) Yes. 

(b) Yes. AditMi Babu was jrranted an allowance of Rs.20 i^er month tor 
the i^eriod of his* detention. The petitions of (iobiuda Babu were rejected 
by (ioverninent after careful consideration. 


Incrment of family allowance to Babii Prafolta Chakrabartyi M# A.| a detemin 

17 e Mr.'DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Horae Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact— 

(/) that Babu Prafulla (Uiakrabarty, M.A., Professor, B. M. College, 
Bari^ul, is now a detenu detained in Barisal dail; and 
(li) that on account of bis detention he has lost the post he beIdP 
(6) Will the Ilon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state — 

{i) whether any allowance has been granted to him ; and 
{li) if so, what is the amount? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleu.sed to state whether the allowance 

16 determined in consideration of the income the person detained ^ 

earn l)efore bis arrest and in consideration of the number of dependanU 
upon him (detenu)? 

(d) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state whether the 
al>ove matter was taken into consideration in granting the allowance to 
Babu Prafulla Chakrabarty? 

(e) Have the Government received any petition from the said Babu 
Piafulla Chakrabarty reqiie.sting the increment of his allowance P 

(/) Do the Government consider the desirability of increasing the aUoif- 
ance of Babu Prafulla Chakrabarty? 

The HOfi'bli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUCIDIN! (a)(t), (d) and (e) Yes. 

(tt) I have no such information. 

(h) Yes, Rs.50 per month was originally granted with effect from the 
18th September, 1942, end this has been increased to Rs.76 per month with 
effect from the Ist April, 1944. . , , 

(c) Yes, and in consideration of other sources of income oj the family 

• as well. ^ 

(/) I do not consider any further mcreaee justified in this case. 



190 


QUESTIONS, 


[23rd Feb., 


RilMM Of MOurity pritonar Babu KritliiMi CofNii Lahlri on Rroundi of health. 

IS. Mr. JNANENMA CHANDRA MAtlUMDAR: (a) Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Horae (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether securitv prisoner Babu Krishna Oopel Lahiri of Jiajshahi, 

at present detained in the Buxa Special Reserve Jail, has been 
suffering from various ailments for more than IJ years and has 
lost his weight to a #ry great extent; 

(ii) whether the Superintendent and the Medical OflBcer of the Rajshahi 

Central Jail recommended his release on medical ground; 

(Hi) whether his old mother and his wife also sent petitions to the 
Government praying for his release; and 

(iv) whether he is the eldest son of his mother and was the only earning 
meml>er of his family? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action has l)een taken in the matter? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister contemplating the desirability of releasing 
him ? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister l)e 
pleased to state the reason thereof? 

The Hor^Me Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Yes. He has lost only 
7 lbs. in weight. 

(ii) He recommended release or transfer to any other jail of this .security 
prisoner on medical grounds and the prisoner has been tiansf erred to Buxa 
Special Ileseiwe Jail. 

(Hi) and (iv) Yes. 

(b) to (d) The prisoner is receiving adequate treatment in the Jail and 
I do not consider his release on medical grounds uec^essary. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer (a) (ri) 
will the Hon’ble Minister W pleased to state why he was not released on the 
basis of this recommendation? 

Khan Bshidur MOHAMMED ALI. His release was not considered safe 
on security grounds. 

Mr, NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the recommendation, 
does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to place his case before the 
Medical Board ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I may inform the honourable mem- 
ber that w*hen he was transferred to the Buxa Special Jail, his weight was 
119 lbs. Tlie latest renort, dated the 2nd Februarj^ 1945, shows that his 
present weight is 127 lbs. That shows that he has gained in weight. He 
18 now doing well and is much better in health. 

Raduotion of grant to the Contral Co-oporativo Anti-malaria and PuMio 

Health Bociety. 

18» Mir, PATIRAM' ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and liOcal Self-Government Department be pleaaed to state 
whether it is a fact — 

(t) that the Central Co-opei*ative Anti-malaria and Public Health Society 
registered under Act 12 of the Co-operative Act has been work- 
ing for combating malaria and other preveutible diseases since 
1919 in Bengal ; 

(ii) that His Excellency^l/ord Lytton, the ex-Governor of Bengal, was 
very much pleased to contribute a considerable sum to the above 
Society ; 

(in) that the Society has collected a large amount of money from the, 
public for the above purpose; 
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iiif^ that the GovernnHnii of Bengal baa reduced tbe grant that had been 
giren before to the Society ; and 

(«) that for want of adequate fund the Society has fallen in {pneat ^ 
difl&culty to continue the noble work in this madaria-stncken 
Province? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the afirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is considering the desirability of sanctioning 
an adequate grant-in-aid to the Society? 

minister in cham of the PUBLIC HEALTH ami LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (tlio Hen’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
dalaiuddin Ahmad): ia)(i) and (tt) Yes. 

(iii) Government have no information in the matter. 

(ir) Not in recent years. 

(v) Government have no information as the Society expressed inability 
to supply certain particulars asked for by the Director of Public Health iu 
this connection. 

(h) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 

MalaHa aindemio in Birhhum distriot and stofis takan by Covarnment 
to oheok it. 

Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERdl: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Public Health (Medical) Deimrtment aware — 

(f) that incidence of malaria is very' high in the district of Birbhum ; and 

(ii) that the suffering people are not getting proper treatment for want 
of medical help? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to stat^— 

(i) what ^ steps have been taken to put a check to the spread of the 
epidemic; and 

(it) whether! Government contemplate taking any steps for supply of free 
or cheap diet such as bailey, sago, etc., to the sufferers? 

Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) ii) Yes. 

(ti) No such general complaint has reachecl Government. 

(b) (t) Following are the anti-malaria dnigs supplied up to the first week 
of Noveml>er, ltM4, to the Birbhum district : — 



Free. 

Sale. 

Quinine sulphate 

115 lbs. 

5101bs. 

Cinchona febrifuge 

315 Ibe. 

Nil. 

NumlK»r of me{Kicrine tablets 

695,000 

1,280,000 

Numlier of quinine ampoules 

Nil 

4,500 


Besides the above, another 15 lakhs of mejmciine tablets have been 
supplied to be held in reserve stock in the District Jail to meet emergent 
demands. 

(it) No. 

Dr. BHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERdl: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased .to state why restriction has been put to the supply of quinine 
now-a-days ? 

Khan Bahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Sufficient quinine is not avail- 
>ble from the Government of India, as quinine has been rationed; so we are 
brying to introduce its substitute as mepacrine tablets and other things. 
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STARRED (»JESnONS 

(to %<rlucli oral amwm were grren) 

Requisition of land in Tippera distriet 

*65. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue DepaSrtment be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact — 

(i) that large areas of laud including areas culturable, twtZ land^ bhiti 

lands, hayan lands and large areas of lairds close to the Tripura 
Forest in the district of tippera have been requisitioned under 
rule 75A of the Defence of India Rules for military purposes ; and 

(ii) that instructions were issued from the (jovemment to the district 

authorities in the district of Tippera in the matter of determining 
compensation ? 

(b) If the answer to {a){u) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to lay on the Table the copies of such instructions that were issued 
in the years 1943 and 1944? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what was the rule of compensations i>er acre of land culturable, nal, 
bhitif hayan lands that was instructed to be allowed in the year 
1943; and 

{ii) what is the rate that has been suggested in the year 1944? 

{(1) Is it a fact that rate suggested in the year 1944 is less than the rate 
suggested in the year ‘1943? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the reason 
for suggesting low rate? 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(?) that in areas close to the Tripura Forest in the subdivision of 
Brahmanberia lands requisitioned are high lauds where sugar- 
cane and thatching grass and fuels used to be grown ; 

{ii) the prices of these articles are higher in the year 1944 than what 
they were in the year 1943; 

{Hi) that in the determination of compensation in the year 1943 contrary 
to the instruction even the low rate of Rs.lO j>er acre has been 
allowed in respect of lands in the Brahmanberia subdivision close 
to the Tripura Forest; and 

(iv) who is the determining authority in the district of Tippera? 

{g) Is it a fact that in the matter of determining comi)en8ation persons 
whose lands have been acquired are not heard and the compensation is deter- 
mined in their absence? 

MINISTER in oham of tha REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho Hofi’blo 
Mr. Tarak Nath MukorjM): It is regretted that the information cannot be 
supplied in the interests of security. 

Mr. HIAHEDALI: With reference to question (f){w), vi*., “who is 
the determining authority in the district of Tippera* , will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whom the people of Tipj^ra are to approach in 
order to get any information with regard to the requisition of land? 

Tho HoiPhlo Mr. TAR/tK NATH MUKERJEA: The District Magis- 
trate. 

Mr. SHAHCDALIS Will the Hon’ble Minister be* pleased to state 
whether we are to approach th^ District Magistrate so far as oompensation 
is conoemed? 
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^ Tilt Hmi’M Mr. TARAK NATH MUKER4EAI The Distriol Magi«. 
trate tfi his capacity us the Collector of the District. 

Mr. SHAHEDALl! Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he is the authority to determine compensation ? 

The Hoii’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERdEAs He is the primary 

authority. Of course, in cases where matter.s are referred to the Govern- 
ment, they are the authority. 


Breach of Chetuo embankment circuit in GhaUI and lost of 

Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI. {a) Is the Hou’ble Minister 
in charge of the Kevenue Department aware that the recent flood of Rup- 
narayau overloaded with waters from the river Damodar, has caused a breach 
oyer the embankment of Chetua circuit in the suMivision of Ghatal in the 
district of Midnai>ore? 

(b) If the answer tri («) is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 


(t) whether any measure was promptly adopted by the Government for 
the relief of the villagers who have lost their aman crop submerged 
in flood water; and 

(a) whether the Government <’ontemplate to help the villagers for culti- 
vation of horo crops by (‘onstructing u < ross dam over the river 
Selyee at the ei[f)enKe of Government as a test leliefP 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: pi) and (5)(i) Yes. 
(a) \es. Die local officers took immediate action in the matter. 


Mr, HARENDRA NATH DOLUI. Will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state lor what relief operation fund was supplied? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: Funds were allotted 
lor diftereiit purposes, namely, for gratuitous relief, distribution of food, 
distribution of cicdbes and various other purposes. If the honnuruble 
meml)er wants details, I can supply them later. 


Mr. HARENDRA NATH DOLUI: AVill il„> Hon’1.1.. Mimster be 
pleased to state whether it is a Government fund or a non-otficial fund? 

The Hon'bl. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 »«, not exurtlv aware 
01 t le details as to liow a non-official fund is used. So far us Government 
funds are ('oncerned, I can let the honouruhle nieniher know all about them 
later, if he so desires. 


1 ^^HENDRA NATH DOLUIS Will the Hon’hle Minister be 

adoIlS woH"?** ■^*'**'‘ MUKERdEA: Miof measure. 

f reported to the local Government who had 

to sanction difterent allotments, and since there are no complaints reiieived 
from any quarters, the question of enquiry does not arise. 

PeUtion of m. B:igil ChaiMn Dm to Dtttriot MiigMr.tok BirMiimi^ for 
pwuniary bolp. 

S”*"*”** MUKHERJEE: («, I. the Hon’ble 
Minister m charge of the Revenue Department aw^are — 

(i) that one Bagal Chandra Das of village Kalipore, police-station Suri, 
distnct Birbhum, submitted a petition to the Dwlrict Magistrate 

a forwarding note of ^feswr 
->l. (Aatterji in support of hia statement, asking for pectuiarv 

belpashewassvffenngaoatel^fromstarTation; ' 
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(ii) that his condition bein^ serions he was admitted in the Sun F.B.E. 
Hospital, by his neighbours on the I5th October, and he died 
on the 16th October, 1944 ; and 

{Hi) that no reply from the District Magistrate has yet been received? 

(h) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of making an 
enquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: (a) (t) Yes. 

(ii) He was admitted in the F.R.E. Hospital on the 16th October, 1944, 
when he was suffering from intercurrent pneumonia and be died of heart 
failure on the 17th October, 1944. 

{Hi) The District Magistrate re<reived the application on the 5th October, 
1944, and he immediately sanctioned a sum of Rs. 15 on the 6th October, 19M. 
But neither the petitioner nor any one on his behalf turned up to receive 
payment. Professor S. N. Chatter ji who had forwarded the application was 
aware of the fact that a sum of Its. 15 had been sanctioned by the District 
Magistrate. 

{h) No. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: In view of the fact that a 
sum of Its. 15 had been sanctioned, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether any information was sent to the patient to that effect? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: I am not sure, but 
presumably the Collector did it. 

Gratuitous relief in Tangail, Mymensingh. 

*58. Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister iu 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how much money has been spent by Government as gratuitous relief 
in the Tangail subdivision of tlie Mymensingh district; 

{b) how much of this money was spenf to remove the sufferings of the 
Hindu community; 

(c) how much money has l>een spent on test relief work; and 

{(/) how much money on this head was received by the Hindus? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA; (a) 118.3,02,751. 

(b) and {d) The information is not available as relief is given to people 
in distress iiTcspective of the community to which they belong, 

(c) Rs. 1,06, 000. 

Rtlief measuras amongst tho aboriginalo of Tangail subdivision. 

•58t Mr, AMRITA LAL MANDAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department he pleased to state what relief mewures 
were organised by the Subdivisional Officer, Tangail, for the distribution of 
free food amongst the aboriginals in the hill areas of Madhupur, Kalibati, 
Qhatail and Basail thanas during the year 194^1-44 P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state showing the following 
details, vis.: — * 

(f) number of free kitchen^ started during 1943-44 in those areas sepa- 
rately; and 4 

(it) dates on which the Subdivisional Officer, Tangail, visited the differw 
ent hill areas during 1943-44? 

(c) Is it a fact that relief operation not being started in time amoi^st 
the aboriginals their suffering was immense and their death rate was hignP 
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Tiw HWlri* Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) Nineteen ^el 

UtchftziB were run for 99 days for supplying free food amongst the aboriginals 
in thoie areas. 


Madhupur ... 5 

Kalibati ... 5 

Qhataii ... 3 

Basail ... 6 


Total ... 19 


(ii) July, 194J3 — 1st, 2ivd and 5th. September, 1943 — 4th, Hth, 9th, 10th, 
12th, 2l8t and 22nd. October, 194J1 — lltn and 12th. December, 1943 — 6th, 
Hth, 15th, 16th, 17th and 31.st. Januarj’, 1944 — 12th, ITth and 29th. Febru- 

1944_L22nd and 2l8t. March, 1944 — 17th, 22nd and 24th. 

(c) No. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell ns in which places in Basail, Kalibati and Madhupur, these gruel 
kitchens were situated ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Unfortunately I have 
no topographical knowledge of the place. I cannot give the exact location 
of those villages, hut if the honourable member wants tbe details, I can 
supply them later. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell UH how much nf rice, hajra and dal was given to those kitchens every 
day? 

Th« Hofl’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The quantity supplied 
was calculated on a per capita basis; and according to the number of people 
to be relieved, rice, dal and other things were allotted to the gruel kitchens. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us how many people were fed in those centres? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 
Distributiofi of quinine and mepaorine in mofuttil areae. 

*60ii Mr. J. N. SMART: Will tbe Hon’blo Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department Ije pleased to state-— 

(a) whether he is aware that the public are still experiencing consider- 
able difficulty in obtaining quinine and mopacrine in mofussil 
areas; 

(5) (0 the total quantity oi (A) quinine and (H) mepacrine distributed 
in Bengal from 1st January, 1944, to date, and 

(ii) the total quantity of (A) quinine and (B) mepacrine remaining to 
be distributed for the current year; 

(c) tbe number and nature of the agencies, district by district, appointed 

in the Province for (A) free distribution and (B) distribution by 
sale of— -(t) quinine and (ii) mepScrine ; 

(d) the average quantity of (A) quinine and (B) mepaorine distributed 

to each agent; and 

(e) the measures taken to give publicity to the sources from whidh 

quinine and mepacrine can be obtdmed by the puMLe? 



186 


QUESTIONS. 


[23bo Feb. 


Khan Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD (on bahalf of tbo Hon’bio Khan 
•ahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahm^: (a) No. There might have been 
isolated cases of difficulty as is inevitable in an organisation on a large scale 
like that set up for distribution of anti-malarial drugs but this difficulty is 
not general. 

(h) (i) Quinine and cinchona — ^97,655 lbs. 

Number of quinine ampoules — 286,434. 

Number of mepacrine tablets — 75,066,800. 

(u) Quinine and cinchona — 41,362 lbs. 

Number of quinine ampoules — ^213,566. 

Number of mepacrine tablets — 103,950,856. 

A further supply of 102,982,345 mepacrine tablets is exfiected to be made 
available by the Government of India during 1944-45. 

(c) and (d) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(e) Wide publicity has been given by beat of drums, display of notice 
in front of selling shops, circulation through Union Board Presidents, Dis- 
trict Health Officers, Subdivision al Officers, Sanitary Inspectors, Heads of 
Educational Institutions, (!ircle Officers, and other executive officers, 
advertisement in local newspapers and exhibition of slides in cinema houses. 
Propaganda is also made by Publicity Officers and National War Front 
Officers. List of selling agents is also displayed in prominent places. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Sanitary Inspectors are responsible fftr giving 
publicity only or they are appointed as distributing agents also? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: They are only a class of 
distributing agents. 

8rijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether members of the District Board are allowed to 
uistribute (luiniiie or niepucriire tablets? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: They may be allowed. 

Briiut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
plenseo to state whether the GovernmenUs letter contained any instruction 
to the Civil Surj^eon that the inemWrs of the District Board, if they choose, 
can be given quinine for distribution? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: Not only the members of the 
District Board, but persons who are holding less important position are also 
entitled to sell, if the Civil Surgeon or the District Officer think them to be 
suitable persons to whom quinine and anti-malarial drugs should be 
distributed. 


8rtjut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: It is the Civil Surgeon of the 
District or the Collector of the District w'ho appoints these agents? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: At present, the Civil Surgeon 
is the appointing authority. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’ble Minister in a position to state how 
much of the 103,950,855 mepacrine tablets that were made available during 
the 5 ^ear 1944-45 had been obtained from the Government of India? 


Khaif Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD: 

from the Government of India. 


The entire stock was obtained 


Emarganoy hoipitals jff tha af Tangail subdimion. 

•81. Mr. AMRITA LAL^ONDAL: fa) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health' and Local Self-Governmenf (Medical) Depart^ 
ment be pleased to state — 


number of deaths due to malaria and other disea^slimongst the 
in the hill areas of Madhupur, Qhi|iQ;JEalihati ahd 
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Basail in tlin subdivision of Tnngful from Marcb, 1943^ Octobear, 
1944; and 

(ti) whether any emer^rency hospitals have been started specially for 
those people in those areas by the Subdivisional Officer, Tangaii P 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state how many aboriginal patients were treated in the different 
emerirency hospitals specially meant for them in those areas, month by 
month, from March, 1943, to October, 1944 P 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon*bl© Minister be 
jdeased to state the reason thereof P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Baha^r Mauivi JalalucMin Ahmad): (ri)(?). No separate statistics of 
deaths of aboriginals are maintained. 


(n) No; F.R.E. hospitals have, however, been established at Madhupur, 
Ghatail and Kalihati where all classes of i)eople are treated. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Because the present emergency hospitals are meant for all classes of 
people of those areas including aboriginals. 


Control of Vagran<^ Dopartmont. 

•B2i Mr. 8. A, SALIM: {a) Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-tlovernment (Civil Defence) Department 
be pleased to state — 

(1) (i) how long the Control of Vagrancy Department under the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal has been opened; and 

(u) since what time it has been actually functioning; and 

(2) (0 how many superior staff have up till now been appointed in the 
establishment of this department ; and 
{ii) w’ho made these apimintments P 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Mini.ster Ik* pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
of the communal ratio of all these appointments snowing separately the per- 
sonnel belonging to the different grades and cadres? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(t) if any Vagrants’ Home has up till now been opened ; 

{ii) if so, where and how many; 

(m) what is the total nuinl>er of vagrants detained in those Homes at 
present ; 

(iv) what is the total amount of money 8{>ent up to date for the clothing, 
bedding and other miscellaneous articles in connection with the 
vagrants ; 

(v) whether tenders were called for the purchase of these articles; 

(rt) if 80 , whether the lowest tender was always accepted; 

{vii) if not, why not ; 

(viti) who made the final selection, of the contractors — a committee or a 
single i)erson; " ^ 

(f>), for how many Vagmm^. Homes the fiovernment made provision 
originally ; 

(x) how many vagrants were proposed to be detained there ; 

(ji) wbiftber the total number of Homes ori^nally proposed to be opened 
by Gevemment has been started by tms time; aad 

(snt) if boVwhat are the r^wons thereof? 
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Khin Milb HAMfOUOOIN AHMAD (on NtiaSf of tlie Hon^ Khui 
Miiliiir Mtuivi JtliliMMiil Ahmad): (a) (1) (i) and (U) Since dth Ma/, 
194S, 

(2) (t) One hundred and twenty-aeven. 

(ii) Seven (one Controller and six Managers) were appointed by GoTem- 
ment and the rest by the Controller of Vagrancy. 

(h) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(c) (i) Yes. 

(u) Four. Male Home and l^eper Home at 24, Canal South Eoad, Female 
Home at 98, Monicktolla Main Eoad, and Children Home at 17/1, Canal 
Btreet, Calcutta. 

{Hi) Nine hundred and nine on 6th December, 1944. 

(iv) Ks. 90,959-14-3 up to the 30th September, 1944. 

(v) Yes, except in cases of purchases from the Jail Department. 

(vi) Yes, except in very few cases only. 

ftn't) Because of inferior quality of the samples. 

{viii) Controller of Vacancy, Bengal. 

{^) Six Homes at Mahalandi. 
m Five thousand. 

{at) No. 

{ait) Construction of the Homes at Mahalandi being not completed. 
StatemerU referred to in reply to clause (b) of starred question No, 62. 

Other 

Caste Sche- Commu- Remarks. 

Name of post. Muslim. Hindu, duled nities. 

Caste. 

1 

2 1 

2 1 


1 


2 

Now vacant. Ori- 
ginally 1 Muslim 
and 1 Caste Hindu 
were appointed. 

6 2 .. 

1 1 

I 

24 7 1 

10 2 

50 13 2 

T 

^ 123 

4 (vacant). 


1. Controller of 
Vagrancy. 

2. Managers, Vag- 3 

rants’ Home. 

3. Assistant Manag- 3 
ers, Vagrants’ 

Home. 

4. Medical Officers, 1 

Casual Vagrants’ 

Home. 

5. Medical Officers, 
Receiving Centre. 

6. Compounders . . 


7. Gerks .. 7 

8. Head Warders . . 2 

9. Head Wardress. . 

10. Warders . , 33 

11. Wardresses . . 9 
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DmH rate ia F.R.E. hoipitah at KiahwtgMri wMivMoii, Mwa w ii mh . 
• m MMivt mHAMMAO ItRAIL: (a) U the Hon’ble Hiniater in 
charge of the Public Health and Ix>cal Self-Government (Medical) Deport- 
ment aware of the fact — 

■(») that death rate in emerfrency hospitals is abnormally high in Kiehore- 
gauj 8ub(livision ; and 

(it) that this is due to the absolute callousness of the hospital authoiitioe 
and the staff? 

(h) Will the Hon 'ble Minister lie pleased to state the death rate of 
patients in emerffency hospitals in the suodivision (»f Kishorepranj since their 
establishment up to September, 1944. showin^f therein the lieds of each 
hospital? 

Khiii Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on bohalf of the Hon*blo Khan 
Bahadur Mauiwi Jalaluddin Ahmad), (fi) No. The death rate cannot be 
called abnormally high considering the fact that a large number of moribund 
cases were admitted into the F.K.E. hospitals at the beginning. 

(6) A statement is laid on the Table. 

StcUemeni referred to in reply to dawte (6) of starred question No. 63. 






Ratio of 




Total 


deaths 

Number 


Name of hospitals. 

cases 

Died. 

per cent. 

of 



treated. 


of total 

beds. 





number 






treated. 


1. 

Kishoreganj 

2,626 

429 

16-33 

100 

2. 

Bajitpur 

625 

57 

9-12 

50 

3. 

Hussainpur 

936 

43 

4-69 

60 

4. 

Pakundia 

291 

25 

8-59 

20 

5. 

Kuliarchar 

604 

34 

6-74 

20 

6. 

Tarail 

426 

8 

1*87 

50 

7. 

Kathiadi 

377 

81 

21-48 

20 

8. 

Karimganj 

381 

37 

9-71 

20 

9. 

Bhairah 

453 

67 

14-79 

20 


Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL. Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state tile percentage of moribund cases that were admitted into the 
F. R. E. hospitals ut the beginning as suggested in the question? 

Khan Sahib HAM I DU DD IN AHMAD • The percentage cannot be 
stated but the number is very high. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAILs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why the percentage of death rate even for the year 1944-45 was very 
high ? 

KhM Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Of course, it was high but not 
very high. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reason why even in the year 1944-45 when there was no famine 
or other special cause, the death rate was so high ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The patients who came into 
these hospitals were suffering from mal-nutrition and after-effects of 
famine. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to etate the steps taken by Government to remedy or check the death rate 
in these hpsnitals, particularly because the patients generally come from the 
poorer claaf? 

U 
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KlHm Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMADs Every possible care is taken of 
tke patients. ** 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the hospital authorities do not take sufficient care of the 
patients because the former belong to a class far above that of the patients P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government have no such 
information. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Is it a fact that the nurses and other 
staff of these hospitals ja^enerally have no sympathy for the patients because 
the latter are far below the status to which the former belong? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: If any specihc case is made 
out about laches on the part of any officers concerned, then certainly Govern- 
ment will take every possible step to remedy the grievance. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be oleased 
to state whether there was any complaint from myself about the Kishore- 
ganj bospituls and if so what action was taken thereon? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: There was some complaint hut 
I do not actually reniernher what sort of complaint that is. So far as I 
remember, there was no such allegation that the nurses and otlier staff of 
the hospitals coming from another (Mass do not deal with the patients properly 
because they belong to the poorer class. 

Comiilaint against ths dark in charge of the distribution of quinine at 

Mymensingh. 

*64b Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: ia) Is the Hon’hle Ministei in 
charge of the Public Health and J.ocal Sclt-Govcnimcnt (Medical) Dcjiail- 
ment aware of the fact — 

(/) that the clerk in charge of the distribution of (quinine at Mymensingh 
is an inhabitant of Chittagong; and 

(if) that he is a cdose relation of late Civil Surgeon, MvmensintHi 
(Mr. Taluijdar) ? 

(h) Will the Hon’lde Minister l)e pleased to state — 

(f) whether any allegation ot corruption, johlierv and nepotism was 
brought against him ; and 

(it) whether any action was taken thereon ? 

(c) Is it a fact that he was apjKiinted to this job in 8uperse.ssion ol the 
rightful claim of many deserving and well-qualified candidates of Mymen- 
singh ? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’hle Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jaialuddin Ahmad): (a)(i) and (n) and (6) (i) Yes. 

(n) Explanations were asked from the ex-Oivil Surgeon Dr. Talukdar 
which were considered satisfactory by the Surgeon-General. 

(e) No. He was selected in an "open competition bv the predecessor of 
Dr. Talukdar. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to place before the House the explanation of Dr. Talukdar on the points 
raised in (a)(t) and (w)? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD S It is a document of a confiden- 
tial nature but I may say that the Government is satisfied with the explana- 
tion given. ^ 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL8 Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the explanation says that the charges of corruption, nepotism 
and jobbery so far as the distribution of quinine was concemM were 
ttslounded f 
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IC^ ialiHi HAMIDUDDIH AHMADS The alWation of oorruption^ 
^‘nepotism and pbbery was brought against the Cml Surgeon. The report 
sayi that the Civil Surgeon wag free from all ohargea. 

MauiYi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state whether the report of corruption, nepotism and jobbery in the office 
of the Civil Surgeon was a fact or not f 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It was not based on facts. 

Maiilvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether there was any enq^uirv made into these allegations by any 
officer of Government or anybody else? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The Civil Surgeon was the 
officer who enquired into the matter. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon Idc Minister be pleased 
to state when the charge of cornipti(»n, nepotism and jobbt^ry was against 
the Civil Surgeon himself, how ran he eiiqnire into the matter? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The Civil Surgeon was the 
person who was entrusted witli the duty of making an enquiry and sub- 
mitting a report ? 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: I want to know from the Government 
why the person ngainst uhoin the (•harg«* of rorruption, nepotism and 
joid>ery was hronglit was liiniself entrusted witli the duty of making an 
emiuiry ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: This charge concerned the Civil 
Surge(»n and not the (»l!ier jw'rson. Tlie report with regard to the conduct 
of the (’ivil Surgeon was found l)Y (government to be satisfactory. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the HonTdo Minister be pleased 
to slate why the allegation against the Civil Surgeon w’as not enquired into 
by another competent person besides the Civil Surgeon himself? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: A report was called for from 
the Civil Surgeon. lie submitted it through the Surgeon-General. The 
report was found to be quite satisfactory and the Government was satisfied. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hondde Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government are willing to have an enquiry made by some 
competent authority or some other person, official or non-official, into the 
allegation of corruption, nepotism and jobbery against the Civil Surgeon? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government will consider the 
matter. 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will the Hon/ble Minister be pleas^ 
to state whether it is a fact that no licence of quinine or other things is 
given unless Es. 10 is given to this office? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government is not aware of 

that, but if any specific case is given Government will certainly take steps. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Question time over. 

Point of Onlar. 

MauIVi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: On a point of order, Sir. Some 
observations made here last evening from both sides of the House were 
withdrawn but they appeared in the “Amrita Basar Patrika'* of today. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: That is a correct report. 
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Milllvi MUHAMMAD tSRAIL: Correct or incorrect is not the quee^ 
tion. Those things were withdrawn in the House. ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the question ^e is not yet 
over. That question can be raised later on. We have still ten minutes 
left for questions on account of the prayer adjournment. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: A question has been raised by Khan Baha- 
dur Mohammed Ali whether the ten minutes ffiven for prayer should be 
included within the question time. I think the first hour is for questions 
including tne prayer time. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, excluding the prayer time. 
That has been the practice of the House and you had been following that 
practice previously also. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right, if that is the desire of the House, 

1 have no objection. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Saourity prisoners Srijuts Satya Ranjan Bakshi and Buran Sarkar. 

•W. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR: {a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state separately 

(i) the place where security prisoners — 

(1) Srijut Satya Ranjan Bakshi, and 

(2) Srijut Suren Sarkar, 
are lodged at present ; 

{ii) the present state of their health; 

(m; their present weight ; 

(iv) the weight at the time (date and year) of the commencement 
of tlieir detention ; and 

(v) the ailments, if any, they are at j>resent suffering from? 

(b) whether any family allowances are being paid to them? If so, how 
much ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) : The Home Minister nas no information regarding Babu 
Satya Ranjan Bakshi who is detained outside Bengal under the orders of the 
Central Government. 

Two persons named Babu Sureiidra Nath Sarkar were detained as security 
prisoners, one of whom has since been released on medical grounds. The 
other security prisoner who is now in the Dum Dum Central Jail, is suffering 
from chronic bronchitis and general debility. His weight on the 12th ^ril, 
1942, date of arrest, was §4 lbs. His present wei^t is 108 lbs. He is 
getting symptomatic treatment. He has been granted a family allowance 
of Rs.60 per month. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to state if after receiving tihe notice to the effect as to where these two 
security prisoners were lodged at present Government made any enquiry as 
to the place of detention of Srijut Satya Ranjan Bakshi? 

KhM Jtahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The whole Question was referred 
to the Government of India and according to their aavice we stated that 
beoape# he is a prisoner under 4he orders of the Central Government, the 
Government of Bengal have noinformation. 

Mf. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Are we to take it that tbe Central 
Government refused to furnish information about Ms whereabouts? 
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^ IOnm taMur MOHAMMED ALIl The Central GbTemment wiU 
cer^^ly furnish information if the question is addressed to them. 


Mfi MISHITMA NATH KUNDU: We prave a notice requiring infoiv 
mation regarding the place of his detention. That was a definite notice in 
question (o)(0- ^ Hon*ble Minister to let the House know 

about tbe place of Mr. Bakshi’s detention. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Bengal Government have no 
information. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Did the Hou'ble Minister try? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: We did refer the question to the 
Central Government. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer regarding 
Babu Siirendra Xath Sarkar wlio is now in detention, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the jnesent age and height of this security 
prisoner ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. But I fail to 

understand what heiiefit will he gained by having this information. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: 1 want to show that he is under- 
weight. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was 94 lbs at the time of liis 
arrest and he ln»s now gained 14 Ihs. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hnn’hle Minister be pleased to 
consider tbe desirability of enquiring from the Government of India about 
tlie whereabouts of Mr. Satya Ranjan Bnkshi? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This Government has no respon- 
sibility regarding the detention of Mr. Bakshi. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether (jovernnieni think it their duty to bring news about any 
person of Bengal who is arrested in Bengal and taken away from Bengal? 

(No reply.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, the Bengal Government 

is bound to answer any question relating to a resident of liengal wdio also 
arrested in Bengal, It is a matter of public concern so far as Bengal is 
concerned. Therefore the question is addressed to the Bengal Government. 
If the Government of Bengal i.s in po.ssession of any fact and the guestion 
is addressed to them, they canmd say (hat the (juestif)n should be addressed 
to the Government of India. After all, this matter i.s a public concern of 
Bengal and so they are bound to an.swer the que.stion if they are in posses- 
sion of the fact which would enable them to reply to the question. 

Klum Bgfiadur MDHAMMED ALI: 1 might say that this security 
prisoner was arrested under the orders of the Government of India, He wan 
arrested certainly in Bengal and then sent out of Bengal under the direc- 
tion of the Government of India. The responsibility for the arrest and 
detention of the security prisoner is entirely of the Government of India and 
this Government has no responsibility. 

Rti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIf It is not a question of res- 
ponsibility for arrest and detention. The whereabout of the prisoner is a 
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question of public concern in Bengal. This security prisoner has been remov- 
ed outside Bengal and we Bengalees are entitled to know where he is detained 
et the present moment. If the Government of India do not furnish the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal with information about the place of his detention, the 
Government of Bengal may say “we do not know anything about it”. 
But that is not a fact. The fact is, and Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali 
has admitted, that he is in possession of the information regarding the 
place of detention. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, I did not say that. I 
was asked whether any reference was made to the Government of India, 
and I said, we referred the whole question to the Government of India and 
they gave the reply that the Bengal Government had no responsibility in 
this matter, and that is all. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHUftl: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to refer the matter again to the Government of India and tell 
them that in the Bengal Legislative Assembly a question has been put 
enquiring about the place of his detention? It is a matter of public concern 
affecting Bengal, and the Government of Bengal can legitimately ask to 
know the place of his detention and let the Assembly know it. 

Khatl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the honourable member so 
desires we may again refer to the Government of India to ascertain the 
place of detention of the security prisoner. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: So we desire as a matter of 
principle. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : That unrv be done. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Srijut Satya Kanjan Bakshi is still alive? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We have no information, but he 
must be alive. 

Delay in delivery of a letter written by Mr. Khagendra Nath 
Daa Cufita, M.L.A. 

*66. Mr. KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it 
IS a fact that the letter, dated 8tli Januarv. I!t44, of Mr. Khagendra Nath Das 
Gupta, M.L.A., now a security prisoner in tlie'Kajshahi (Central Jail, addressed 
lo the Hon’ble Mr. Tiilsi Chandra Goswami, Minister for Finance IJepart- 
ment, Government of Bengal, has lieen forwarded by the Assistant Secretary, 
Home (Jails) Department, Government of Bengal, to the Finance Depart- 
ment on the IBth July, 1944, i.e., more than six months after receipt of that 
letter by him for placing it before the Hon'ble Minister? 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the HoiFble Minister 
be pleqsed to state the reasons for this unusual delay in fon\'ardiiig the 
letter to the addressee? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’blo Khwala 
Sir Naiimuddin): (n) Yes. 

The delay in this case, which is deeply regretted, was duo to lack 
of diligence on tne part of certain office pervsonnel. 

Mr. NISH1THA NATH *KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
^eased to state whether or not the object of writing the lettw has been 
frustrated by the delay ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know what the object vras. 
I am unable to answer the question. 
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Mr* MItHITHA KUMOU: Will the Hon’ble Hiaister be 

peaBftd to stAto what step Goyernment hare taken to prevent recurrence of 
such delay and has the omcer in question been punished or warned P 

Kllili Bahtdlir MOHAMIIED ALI: Steps have been taken to prevent 

recurrence of such delay and the officer concerned has been taken to task. 

Sri{ltt NARENDRA HATH DAS CUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 

be pleased to state who the officer in question is? 

Khnii Bali^ur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have said that the delay was due 
to lack of diligence on the part of certain office personnel. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’hle Afinister he pleased to 
state whether any action was taken against the man? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have jirsl said that. 

Non-Offlotai Rasolutiom, 

Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAK: nrtv. ahsr^t ntivmr ulrv 

'atn? move wirs i 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: wtfir rt^c>nr rule permission fro 

^ ^ I 

Mauivi ABDUR RAZZAK: ’rm, c^... 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: mn to i 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly 
is of opiuiim tliat the Government of Itengal should set at liberty, without 
further (lelu\ , all political .security prisoners detained in Bengal and all 
persons convicted of offences connectetl with political movements or 
list ur bailees. 

Sir, little did i think that we would have an opportunity on the first 
lon-official n*solution day to place before thi.s Hou.se and before the Govern- 
tiient our demand that the flowers of Bengal that have been detained without 
[rial or with trial on flim.sy groumls connected with political disturbances 
be immediately set at liberty, ]>ut. Sir, Providence did so ordain that this 
}uesti(m .sliould be the foremost question coming before the Legislature and 
50 although tliere were four other rc.solution.s that got the fortune of ballot 
before this motion, somehow or other Providence so ordained tliat all the four 
re.solutions preceding this' one could be absolutely quashed, because, 
Providenre wants, if not the Govenimentof Bengal, that the Question of 
"elease of political pri.souers in Bengal should be tackled and talten up by 
lie Legislature at tlie earliest possible opportunity. 

Sir, we had been told that for .‘security reasons nolilical prisoners must be 
■etained inside the prison gates. The very mucli well equipped Parlia- 
nentary Secretarv’ of the Chief Alinister cleverly replies always that for 
lecurity reasons they cannot disclose the reasons for their detention. Wo 
lemand what security reasons could there be to detain some of the best 
louls of India, some of the be.st .sons of Bengal for eternal period. It is 
low more than practically quarter of a century that we have been insistently 
lemanditig on the maintenance of civil liberties in this country and it is 
nore than P2 years that we have been insistently demanding that Govem- 
nent should not exercise any extraordinary powers to detain any person 
md to deprive him of his liberty without proper trial. All our cries have 
^n so far in the wilderness, although it has Wen claimed that the Muslim 
>ague Government of Bengal has been examining the cases of political 
>risoners from time to time and a more liberal poGcy is being followed by 
he present Goyernment compared to the past. If that is so, I demand that 
et that liberality he actually demonstrated by an immediate opening up of 
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the jail Rates so far as political security prisoners and political prisoner 
convicted of ofences connected with political movements or disturbance 
are concerned. 

Sir, if we refer to the situation in the international field today, sureb 
the position of the Government of Bengal is far more happy than a fe^ 
months past — I am not talking of a few years past — and I do hope Uha 
even apart from the ultimate moral consideration Government would oi 
considerations of the present day situation examine the possibility of releas 
ing the political security prisoners at the earliest possible opportunity. An( 
who are the political prisoners? The political prisoners of Bengal ar 
persons of the highest reputation and of the highest integrity. They an 
reputed for their love for and services to the cause of the country; they ar 
reputed for their integrity; they are loved by the people, respected by all 
Heading their list is the ex-President of the Bengal Provincial Congresi 
Committee, Bahu Surendra Mohan Ghosh : heading against the list is th0 ax 
leader of the Congress Parliamentary Party, Sri jut Sarat Chandra Bose 
heading the list again on the other side are flowers of the Congress Assembly 
Party and of the Bose Group of the Congress Party and numerous memberi 
of tbe Legislature, and apart from members of the Legislature there ar< 
persons of unimpeachable character and service like Snjut Satindra Natl 
Sen and a liost of others. How dare a Government that call themselvei 
popular detain all these jK*r8ons liehind the jail gates for eternity? I coulc 
understand if for a limited period of a few days for reasons of enquiriei 
Government would like to take the lilieriy of a person, but how long ar< 
they going to detain all these estimable personvS? 

Sir, the Government of India off and on suggest that the detention of th( 
sermrity prisoners is not a concern of the Government of India or of th< 
British Parliament — it is a concern entirely of the Bengal Government 
Elsewhere in the Council a few days ago the Cliief Minister and the Homt 
Minister of Bengal admitted that apart from a few persons detained undei 
orders of the Governirieiit of India either within or outside this province 
the entire responsibility for detaining the political security prisoners anc 
political convicts lies with the presimt (lovernmeiit of Bengal. If that ii 
so, that is an additional ground for their applying tliemselves more vigor- 
ously in reh‘asing these prisoners without the silgntest delay. 

Sir, in answer to (juestions in the Assembly both liere as well as in res- 
ponse to question in the Central Legislature we have been often told that 
Government are watching the earliest opportunity w'hen they could releaw 
these prisoners without any difficulty to themselves — I am not talking oi 
any danger to the community because we do not believe that there will b< 
any danger if they are released. 

Sir, there have been cases wliere the Governments of other provinces 
have taken recourse to this mean and ignominious tactics of keeping ir 
detention persons Monging to the Legislature for political reasons tc 
strengthen the hands of the respective Ministry and to make their life safe 

So far as Bengal is concerned, that argument also probably can \h 
ruled out, for apart from the possible danger of the Ministry getting 
snbota^d because of bankruptcy of intellect or want of honest dealings 
there is hardly any possibility of their being forthwith outnumbered by 
mere release of about or 10 prisoners w'ho are members of this legislature. 

Sir, I would also make a special pleading for a number of political 
prisoners who have been under detention for more than 12 and some more 
than 15 years, namely, prisoners connected with the Chittagong Armoury 
Raid case and the eases arising tberefrom. 

Sir, with regard to the C^ ttagong Armour^’ Raid prisoners, the Chiei 
Minister knows very well that nearly three years ago these Armoury Raid 
prisoners, at least a large number of them, uneqmvocally declared them- 
eelves determined to assist the community in their fight agnixut the Axh* 
Powers. They also expressed themselves ready to help in the maintenanoe 
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of civil supplies and in civil defence. Government held out wrtidn terma^ 
% not terms for the compliance of which or in exchange of which they would 
purchase their release but with a view to ascertain their present views. 
Curiously enough, although most of them did declare tbemselveti ^equi- 
vocally to hold views quite consistent with the safety of the community and 
although orders were issued from Writers' Buildings to get them released on 
a particular date which was a Sunday afternoon when 1 myself was a 
prisoner in the Alipore Central Jail, all on a sudden on the day previous, 
i.e., on Saturday afternoon, over the head of the Ministry an order was sent 
to the Jail Supeiintendent not to comply with the previous order of wleas© 
which w'as under the autliority of the Ciovennnent of the time. Sir, a 
curious thing then happened. After my releas<> I took the mutter up with 
the Hon’ble Sir Nuziniuddin and he very sympathetically gave me a hearing 
and tried to understand the situation. I w'as told in presence of the Chief 
Mini.ster bv the tlien Additional Sccretarv in the Home Department who was 
virtually tne power behind the throne that it was the Eastern Theatre war 
situation, the Japanese menace and their progress which led to a sudden 
change in the decision of Government. Assurances w’ere then held out by 
the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin as well us by such officers who were present 
that as soon as the Japanese situation would improve, tbev would not 
hestitate to release these jirisoners who w’ere actually given the order of 
release but detained for an indefinite period thereafter for a sudden change 
in the political situation. Mav 1 now ask the Hon’ble Sir Nasimuddin if 
the time has now* comc‘ to set these people to liberty and to allow them after 
a long spell ot more than 12 years to enjoy the fruits of liberty and sunshine 
outside and to come and help the coniinimity in a manner which the com- 
mnnitv needs so badly at the present moment? 

The second category of prisoners for which 1 also want to make a special 
pleading is that class which has been clapped in prison on an alleged ground 
of parti(*ipating in or being directly or indirectly connected with movements 
or disturbances following the August TM'solution of the Indian National 
Congress. Sir, the political situation in India today has changed consi- 
derably since August 1942. It is well known that the actual pow'or who is 
behind the Congress declared in no uncertain terms that 1944 is not 1942 
and the operative part of the August resolution has lapsed. So far as the 
persons who were considered dangerous at that time are concerned there- 
fore automatically there can be no danger anticipated from them. The 
operative part having lapsed Government can make out no case to keep them 
under detention any more, because suwdy they ns the faithful followers of 
the Congress are not going to defy the mandate and decision and direction 

? 'iven by Mahatma Gandhi. Government have also realised and found that 
ollowing the instructions of Mahatmaji, many a person against whom 
Government bore .some animosity and tried to trace and arrest them volun- 
tarily surrendered and courted imprisonment. That shows the change of 
outlook, change of mentality at least from the point of view of the Congress. 
Sir, it has also been fully noticed that members of fhe Congress Working 
Committee wlio w’ere kept detained under orders of the Government of India 
are being released one by one and set at liberty. What then stunds in the 
way of the Government of Bengal to be a little more realistic and wh}' don t 
they take courage in both hands to allow the flowers of Bengal to again 
bloom and blossom in the sunshine of lilierty and fresh air ot freedom out- 
side the jail gates? 

Sir, so far as we are aware, the total numlier of political security prison- 
ers and such convicted persons detained in the jails or restricted today is 
nearly. 2,500 in Bengal. Surely, the Government of Bengal has got 
sufficiently strong police machinery to keep an eye over these persons and 
their movements after they come out of the jail. If they do not have that 
machinery yet I feel that ‘the sum of Ha. 3 crores and above that Govern- 
* ment has requisitioned for the Police Grant in 194546 they do not deserve 
to have. 
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Sir, the country calls for help from all directions. Bengal, as I told 
the House a few days ago, Hes prostrate. !^ngal needs the best of brains, 
the best of workers, the best of persons haT^pg the feelings and the love for 
eerrice of the poor in their minds. We want them to be amongst their 
people to take responsibility for their rehabilitation and uplift and I dare 
eay the Government will not need importation of military officers from out- 
ride or of having any number of staff increased in their Civil Supplies and 
other emergency departments if they trust the chosen sons of Bengal and 
allow them to handle the problems of today, the problems of supplies, the 
problem of relief and the problem of rehabilitation. 

Sir, reports are coming of the failing health of any number of these 
political security prisoners. It is a painful thing to learn from day to day 
now many of our comrades and many of the best souls of Bengal are pining 
away slowly approaching the inevitable that all of us will some day reach. 
Sir, 3 days ago we got a report that one brilliant young man of Howrah 
who was being kept detained similarly without trial for any length of time 
has developed signs of insanity. I had also reports of any number of young 
men gradually fading away inside the prison bars suffering from various 
ailments. Some of these are detected in time and some not in time because 
some perverse medical men do not at first admit the existence of diseases 
though ultimately they have to accept the existence of diseases of that 
character when matters come to a head and probably it becomes too late to 
mend. Is it not time that even on grounds of health an examination can 
be made of the cases of those political security prisoners who, if for no other 
reason, for grounds of health could be considered safe enough to he released 
forthwith. Sir, I am not making a special pleading for releasing those who 
are sick. My demand is all pervasive and my demand is based on grounds 
of humanity, grounds of maintaining civil liberty, the very basis of 
democracy, the very basis of freedom. 


Sir. we have got reports of a very large number of security prisoners 
who (to not get sufficient family allowance provided for and the meagre 
family allowances given do not enable their dependents outside to manage 
even two sciuare meals a day. What little mercy the Government could 
now sliow or extend is at least to permit their bread winners to come by 
their side and try in these difficult days to earn something and maintain 
their families and keep them alive. IVath and destitution, diseases and 
epidemics stalk the land and it is hardly fair that Government vsliould keep 
the bread winners hack behind the prison walls and extend very meagre 
and niggardly family allowance and in many cases even that bo denied. I 
do feel that there is not the slightest justification today, moral or political, 
for keeping any of these politi(‘al prisoners behind the jail gates. 

It is a pity that members on the Ministerial Benches or members support- 
ing the Government do not realise day to day the pangs that are felt by 
persons behind the prisons. Every day, every hour, every minute of deten- 
tion tells upon one’s health, uiwn one’s mental and physical capacities. We 
do not know what may happen to must of them when they are released. It 
may he that some of them would after prolonged detention be greatly 
changed men, hut we know that in one respect they are having the fire of 
their soul kindled and rekindled and gold alone will come out untarnished, 
that is, their desire to win freedom for India, to win independence from 
British doinination. The members of the Muslim League profess in their 
party meetings and in their annual conferences through resolutions and 
decisions their determination to stand by civil liberty and freedom of the 
people. Will not they at least in Bengal come out and make a practical 
demonstration of what they profess at such meetings? In the Punjab the 
Muslim League party has tAen a lead in releasing certain categories of 
political prisoners. In the North Weat Frontier Province on the other 
hand, some members of the MusliAi League again have tried to keep back 
a number of congressmen without trial in the fear that their release may ' 
lead to an end of their Ministry but there are Provinces where the poUticid 
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gitiiatioii is not viewed mtli snch alarm and more ooura^ is shown by 
iWl officials and the Minisiry concerned in tackling tnia question with 
courage and with greater determination. Will we wquire yet another set 
of conferences? Will it be necessary for the old Saint of Sabannati to 
come to Bengal to l>eg of Sir Nasimuddin once more as he did once to apply 
his mind to this all important question of immediate and early release of 
political security prisoners and other political prisoners? Sir, I pause and 
ask Sir Naziinuddin if he would not care to remember the assurances held 
out by him in April, 194i, when just on the eve of assumption of his present 
office he gave an unqualitie^l declaration to the leader of the Congress Party 
that whether the (?ongress helped them in the formation of the Ministiy' or 
not it was the unconditional offer of Sir Nasimuddin and those who’ were 
going to form the Ministry that they would see their way to facilitate an 
early release of the political prisoners and security prisoners. I do admit 
that no actual <Iate was decided upon or held out, hut surely from April, 
1943, to February, 1945, it is a pietty long period to allow oi this promise 
to work out. 

Sir, the political prisoners of Miduapore deserve yet other special consi* 
derations. Miduapore ha.s pa.ssed through tremendous agony. The political 
security prisoners of Miduapore and otner political prisoners who on most 
flimsy grounds were clajiped behind the prison bars by a set of panicky 
officials are now needed to .serve the jwople in their travails to build up 
Midnapore and to rehabilitate Midnapore properly. Surely, it is time that 
Government sluuild give that district a particular attention in view of the 
devastation ('aus4‘d there by man and nature. Sir, I would only conclude 
by making yet another appeal. The Government are now required under the 
proyision.s of the amended Ordinance to set up enquiries and to review 
}>eriodically the cases of all political security prisoners. The manner in 
which such review is conducted leaves much room for doubt as to whether 
there is any genuine effort to examine the cases or not. The way in which 
answers are given, the manner in which the charges are communicated to 
the person.s concerned in nio.st general terms, just quoting the section and 
the outline of the particular relevant clause of the uefeme of India Rules 
under whiih tl>ey are kept under detention make one feel that there is no 
charge, that Government dare not bring out any charge against the 
prisoners. It is iimrely stated that whereas so and so i.s considered to be 
involved in something of prejudicial character, whereas it is considered 
necessary by Government to detain him, order is pa.s.sed and so on. There 
is no communication how and where, in whut respect and in which parti- 
cular connection the person concerned has been acting or w’as going to act 
in a prejudicial manner. Not the slightest evidence is produced, not the 
slightest ground is shown and not the .slightest attempt i.s made to let the 
detainee.s know their crime. What more can the detainwH he expected to 
do than keep quiet? In circnm.stances like this the only honest act of 
Government would he to set them at liberty forthwith and also the least 
the Government could do in regard to such otli»*r pri.Honers who have been 
detained under circumstanceH completely diffen^rit from those prevailing 
today, namely, those who took part in connection with the political 
disturhauce.s and movements — young boys, students and good workers who 
were just drawn into the di.sturhances or into the excited situation of which 
there is no more any fear on the part of the Government — would be forth* 
with to release them without the siighte.st danger to the community, so that 
these persons may serve and help in inakiiiff a better Bengal, a freer Bengal 
and might co-operate in the making or rebuilding of the province in the 
manner in which we all want the province to be rebuilt, to take their proper 
share in the administration and a proper share in the whole picture of % 
different community which is houncl to com© in the near future. 

Mauhri ABDUL WAHED : ^nprtlt *<1^ fi ipwn 

wfn\ m: mwi cf gw wii c ts giiv 

m fwf VTO I 
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niVfN w^iitir«nr c*r<i ^ c^, ftfsrt ^ iit^n ^mi c^O»f i ? l c^ fer 

TOopT I C5lr^ «rfV»i?r sit^ to to 
CTO ^i%TO I ^ifirro ^ ffsr, tot^hr tr^* ^ ^ c^itmi 
fliij fro TOfSHR TO5T (laughter) <7^ 41<R n %TO I TOC? 

^tr*rfR 'fil ^ c»flctffTOni I ^s*s!t?r^«n c^i ^tc^nt^R, c^ 

TO TO ^I?c\59 ^ CTOC^ 1^71^ ^ Sjfr^ 5t3? I TO 

C*^!ff?TO^ (TO TO 451 * i^TfTOct ^finn X 3 f^/tfe TOR TO^ TO 

TOMT^ »rfTO7 (4^ TOt^rf^ TO(jn ^IT« I TO TO 

I TO 4t7i «rf5iTO c^'/f €tm 4t¥, r^rc-fn ?B'lij 

’pft? ?c<n TO w ’rt^i ?t;to tot TO^itro to 5^ 

Ft^ fro TOfro^r, <4?^ c^<» ?Tr 4^ c^r^rffcsR (Ti ctosi ^ cro ^3 TO^n 

C^R TOt? «nf jrf? CTOPr CTO 57, 7! 'TOl 5tU5 TOft'Sf 77, tji (fpn 

^TO7 I TO Tf^sri (TO tf’R W 7^ TJTOS?? TOTO7 TO 77, 47^ 4^ 7N?flT77 

TOTtro 7 t 5 TC (5 7777 R ^7 C^lt^fTR 71 *1117 i ;506 TO FW 7 tf*R i'rf^ TO 7 

77, 47? ^‘?7tW TnjTVTTt^flt? 4? ^7f77 TO7 fTOf^ I TO t?7t7f TtJftTOt^I 77f^ ^-TO 
477(511:7 FPTOBR VtZlS ^fTC^ Tl^RtiJil 7?l[tC77 (TTUl 51^ TO »TO I TtTS ^?C7W^7 

4CTO 77TO 7f771 7t?7 *nC7 ( ??7lW f^ 7t7'77‘f7 SCT^CTT 477^ 

777 '7 'Q TTtfTTTI 3m?7 I 

'7Tf7 TTC^ FT^, frov TO, 7®7T7 777 7??7I CTO C7 7nrTO7 TO 7C7C?, 

C7 '7TCTOr77 7i:7 7I?7T7 777^ ^ lf^, (5t7 ^7t7-^771 77r5 fl7C^, ^t7l ®77; fTO7 'TftTO 
TO 77717 1'7^1 '7#7 77r®--(?r^ TO^tTTCT^ ^1 fc^ TtTTf? 57? 7TO ’TTTf? TOT 7t?7t7 
^7f77 5^1', t 7fiR'37 Tft^^t 05&1 77C?7 I 47? ^7tf7 (5T7 ^^tT^FTi*! TTfg 4^ TO7 7TF5- 

TtTl 7771 C7t: 7f77JWW7t7 t77T7t7f?tr7 7^717 7fi7«^ TlSTTl 4TO otTJ 7 7 7t C '77 ^CTO TOtF 
7171 5?TO I 7t?7t7 7fl[7'5<^ 7C7 7trr7 (7 4^ TO7 4171 TO7 f7, oTTI ^rs^l'pl^ 7C7 C ?7 I 
f%l ^Tf7 4¥71 777 9 f7*Jl7 77C3 Ttffl 71 | 4? TTTf 7^57^17 TO 75717 7fir7'S7t7 TO 7C7C? I 
TOlCTTf ^[ft7 77C77 (7^5lPF 'TO 4? 77TOlr7 OTO ’fllTTi TO 7171 1^:7 9i T^TOl ^71 I 7r?C^J7 

7116 7 7^»J (57 (7^ 717^7 ■f7'(6!F 7^ 75M7 'G \517 47? 7t?71 C'^C^ TOl^ 5^1^^ CTlTOF 

TO 71?71 TO7'C7‘6 TOlf^ ^ CWlf^r 717T -^ITT* 7r7 C7C7t57 1 TlTlTT 47^^ 77777 717 TO? 
C7 ¥77G 4? ft7 ^f(5 777'7 W(5 TOT 71 I 4^ C7 7T?7T7 4'3«f% CTO. CT$ 71 f771 ItTOI 
71167^ 7C7C»7, C7>^ 71 f^lC77 '7CTOT7 ftX77 *17 CViT^lTTU '7171 5C7 fTO l^CT 777 

TO r7CFf7 I 7li:77 fTTTTO C7 TO7 ^7^ ^ '7fi(7l7 Cn*l 4r7C5 (51 7 » 7 C» 7 7^717 

^J^TITI 5^^ TlVl 7f»7'S??l I (!171 C71^ C7l6l 71^ f7n5?7 47? »1TO1C7 (?X"17 t^lTH ^ TO 

CTiCtjIVflTl CW7TO17 CTO TOR Iot %7 7l7C?7 I 4 717 117^ CTO 7177 C7TO5 

71 77T ¥7C(5 TOI 71 I 

TOR 47t^ TTll 7C7 IC^— 7l?TO (STiTrfstS tflR 7fl 7C5ltR 4t 7ftC77 ^tf» *TO TRTtl 
tflllC^ !ff^jp1^ f7t7f?C77 C7 77^ 7lWt7f%7’ 7*7tTO 7V 7TO7 I 477 7 l w4 t l l7Wf 
771 7511m 717 *1^71? SCBI TO TCTIfCTR C7 (JlCT^ ^l^ll 7*0 CTO ^ TO ^171 5C7 1 fl^HS 
Tfi?'®^ 5tCl5 W ^7151 f?7 (577 1^ 1^0 717 CTCV 4^ 77^ 77C17 ?t6t? ^TO S7177 
TO (5711 TO^i 77 ^Tflm I CW171O7 TO TO 7 t 7 (R% 7 fii :77 47 ? 7 i?TO 5 ;rt- 5 >#n 

cwn FT^f TO 7T?TO 7tf6 f^tTO fTO%5R I 1577 f^ 7R717171CV rjf%!ff% f 7 C7f?m7 <7 
TOR 77V !;:7-^«t7l f%f7 19 TO77. 477 fv 7r?TO CTOCTF CIlTt? TTC^ Vm 47? ITO C7TO 
71(7 *rtTV TfVfimi 

TROi TTTFtfl TTOlfV 7C5171, Titfw TTOI Fit C7 7!?TO VTtvfTV ^-tRi 7rfl7«^ 4t 
Tftnf TO To TRTtf •JC^' 71?TO Trtfe TItf W7 TtftH, ^717 ifl TTT^ f 7Rt C7 C7l 
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1945.] I 

«lc« 4t 4iv^ ca, '‘*af;<n cw vuta 

^»rtw ««wtanr<r 4^ imta to to a^roi 

TO ¥ii TOTO I TO '•i^ryit^t TOJ ; csm *fam ^itro TO«r to r 

¥««• f^*jw TO TOa *twTOr *ti3i TOa TO ftwfti!, i f%i fjTO ftat 'ltr¥ 

m CTO, TOl ’TTt^ ^Tfw^TO TO TO TOt I TO ^ aTO TO TOtl 
f^rfan ^ aTtfir|1%af C5i^ TO <tcw TO cafTO%iR I ®tTO J4ffir 

TOTsPaTO tr^ CTO:*nr 5tc^ farm to TO siffw^JT ca (TPJ 

TOTf TO ^f^— 

TOt-sn ^fro tor, ftto Stor to s«liR i 
■TOR 5irc‘f ?tan arf»«, 

TO I 

TOT TOR ta fro, 

CTO R«TO, ?ftrR ^ CRH ^TOI 
03^ TOa atina irf» 5tt« to tit to tor i 

tprCT TOf^ ^TOT3 aR1 tjxm? TO Tfa I cnf^r;^ TOwi? ^TO T<r'nflT amn TOC^ 

cai. T5TO TO^n C?TO TOTO TO^If TOTCfan J|t TOWCN 

fro *[t tat c»TO rtsan to, fr 5?‘!.Tt5n <tf%T»*Ri toc^ i tfTOt cRi TO c? 

tfifTs? alt TOTOa TOo?iT CRtSTS 3 TOffl T*?! 80 TtWTa IftTI Willf Tfl ?CTO I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER* Maulvi Sahib, how do you conuoot the 
budffet with the release of political prisoners P Come to the point. 

Maulvi ABDUL WANED : to% arai*rt% tori, wtfRfrT tto Sca< 

▼TO froa TOC^. TtI tpTO TO'c^j ?|rvi inro Jicai to an VTO RT fro *lflTtl 

▼R V«n TO an I (7T? wa?) ijJ^fif V^Tl ^JTTOR I WlW 4tfl CWTOTTO WtVl WtRR, tin CTOf 

atTO TOU5 tl!™^ TO F.ar f^tCTOR, im CVTII Tt^tansi RN TOTOTOT ^Ttlt fTO^ 

■ijVv ^rcR ^TTcR r^5RR ▼!▼ ^:»n cwn 1PR wm cTOrf, cn> wffvti 4tii cst-Jt wtcf^ 
fV^’t ▼▼W ^ TTV TTOai tpfl TITO ^ fifly *]xvtwa( ^XHR > 

TO im TOt^-TOR. flR TOR ^ Tor I >ntl artfw|f^ Vtift CR1T5 « 

*RVfTO T^TO wan 80 TOM ^ VTO TVI TOR I ^TO Tapif^tfCIl TO fa^^^R 0? ^1 
C^ ^ CTO ^ aiCTOCW TOrevCR wa,! gO TOR ^ ojTOTtl TOl^ ^TO TO! TOR — 
■ilTVl CTO -JraR van RTO I ilV^ TO'3 C<Rl VtCR CV CV C ^^ l f i CVf Vltan TOT] 

Vf^r*! TV! TOR vSV: vfirvo^ TaniRi VtCalTORF ^ f^ 41V^ ajtvnsTR TO 1V7 TfrR 
TOTVI TVl TOR I TaR TOI? VT^TO Vt#1 vftvoa?tl ▼rtTTSTtn I Ttrwt TtfV TORI 
^ CV ▼fvTTV S VTU5 C’tCV, TO TORTO TTOR Wap 'itCR VttTO IR- 

mRCR TTR WRf^ TTO TO I 

TOr^ TO1R, WTfv TO'Q TOC^ ^ C^ aRvTai Vtin^Sl Vt^aTStTlfl CTORV tV 

ITV VTVTO TR TTTOR I TWSf^ CTOCT CTOTOW ^JCf CICTOaT TO ▼WuIt CTOTV 

fRR C. I. D. snfTO cvcTOR. ‘iiv; toito, to w^vtlt ^'rw ctotor *fttkv 
fircRv I vrrfv cro ^ vrcs '■ftfv vtTO cv ▼ wr-tfwi totor tctr c^rt ’?fT'!|vn TOrf R CT 

TITO wan V^ vflV^aT TOftI OJ^ TR TOCfa! | TO TO*!, WtCVai, ▼VT-tfWl 
WtCTOTCaff tfR Scw-Tl v'w wfvvrit tf^ TH 'S TO TO Vt?in CTO TaW-^fWl 
▼▼! f fro cv TOTOR TOR, TOT TITO Wag v 4TO wfiPT^ 

CTORTOV V^Vt TR TrtT-Tm^f TO« TRRat CVfrl TtfV tpit*! TTO ^ I 
(At this stage there was Red Light.) 

TO^ TO*tf% TOfR, WWf R van CR 5VfV, WtVTCT wm fvf TO (to TO I 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, order. 

The House stands adjourned till 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

AliJaifrfiiiliBt. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-45 p.m. till 10 a.m. on Saturday, the 
34th February, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedingt of the Bengal Legitiative Asiemhly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, tl 
24th February, 1946, at 10 a.m. 

Prssent: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 
Hon’ble Ministers and 145 members. 

Want of Quorum. 

(The attention of the Deputy Speaker bein^jr drawn by Mr. P. Baner 
that there was no quorum, a eount was taken by Secretary, and as it w£ 
then found that there was actually no quorum, the House was adjourne 
for 10 minutes.) 

(After adjournment,) 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answori wwo given) 

Filing and disposal of debt settiment appeal cases from March, 1943, ti 
October, 1944, in the Court of Subdivisional Officer, Tangail. 

*67. Mr. AMRITA LAL MONDAL: Will the Hon ble Minister i] 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many debt settlement appeal cases were filed and how man; 
of them were (lisposed of by the Subdivisional Officer, Tangail 
from March, 194'f, to October, 1944, month hy month; 

(h) how many appeal cases fixe<l for liearing had l>een adjourned by th 
Sulxiivisional Officer without any petition for adjournment by th 
parties ; 

(c) what steps Oovernment propose to take to save the public agains 

expenses on account of uajournment of cases hy the Subdivisiona 
Officer ; 

(d) whether it is a fact that the Subdivisional Officer, Tangail, doei 

not attend the court regularly; and 

(e) whether it is a fact that .the District Magistrate, Mymensingh, passec 

on one occasion a stricture on the Subdivisionad Officer, Tangail 
for not disposing of those cases regularly? 

Khon Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of the Hon’bio Khwaji 
Sir NaiillMMllliR) : (d){i) One hundred and eighty-two cases were filed. 

(«) One hundred and fifty-one cases were disposed of. 

(h) One hundred and fifty-seven cases were adjourned without petitioi 
from the parties. 

(c) Government do not propose at present to take steps in the mattei 
as the officer had to spend most of his time during the said period in corn 
nection wi^ Famine relief operations, quinine distribution and other multi- 
farious relief works. 

(d) and (e) No. 

Mr. ItIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that manj 
of the cases had been adjourned when the Subdivisional Officer wm out on 
tour from the station for duty and many other cases were adjourned withopi 
petition from the parties? 
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min ItfilAir MOHAMMED ALI: Tm, Sir. 

Mr. MIRZA AIDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minieter be pleased 
to state if in the midst of his multifarions work, it was not possible for the 
Subdivisionsl Officer to try his level beat to do what was humanly possible to 
dispoee of those cases!' 

KhM Baluuiur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot sav that^ but this much 
I can say that this matter relates to a period when Bengal was in the grip 
of famine and extra burden was put on the Subdivisional Officer in connection 
with famine relief operations, gruel kitc'hens, distribution of gratuitous 
relief, Red Cross work and other work consequent on the famine, andp 
therefore, there was some adjournment, because the 8u'l>divi8ional Officer 
had to tour throughout the subdivision. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Tangail is one of the biggest subdivisions, if not the biggest, of the Pro- 
vince where it is impossible for one Subdivisional Officer to managed 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In normal years it has been possible 
for one Subdivisional Offi<*cr to continue. But this relates to a period when 
there was famine in Bengal and a lot of work had to be put on the Siibdivi- 
sional Officer which, in normal years, is not necessary. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: AVill the Hon'ble Minister W pleased 
to •*tate if these arrears liave been cleared up by this time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU : In view of the answer just now 
given will tin* Hoirble Minister be pleased to state whether it is desirable 
to depute .sonielMtdy else than the Subdivisional Officer for the speedy dis- 
posal (d‘ the cases in order to prevent harassment on the ])nrt of the litigants 
and lawyers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There has been no such complaint in 
the past. It relates only to a eertain period when some cases had \o be 
adjourned, and 1 have already explained that the Subdivisional Officer had 
to remain out on tour in connection with famine relief work. 

Prohibition of Durga Pu|a in Bandarip Kaiibari in Noakhali diitnot. 

*68. Babu ABHUTOBH LAHIRYs (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that Jhtrga Puja was this year prohibited in the Sandwip Kaiibari 
in Noakhali district by the local Magistrate; 

(if) that the order was served on the night i)reviou8 to the day of the 
worship, when preliminary ceremonies for the worship, namely, 
BodJian had already been performed ; and 

(m) that a previous agreement existed between local Hindus and Muslims 
regarding taking out immersion processions from the Kaiibari 
ground ? 

(h) If the reply to (a)(m) is in the affirmative, will jthe Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to stated 

(i) what were the terms of the agreement; and 
(t«) whether this agreement was further ratifi^ by the District Magis- 
trate in October, 1943, with slight modifications regarding hours 
of prayer? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(i) if the order (rf the Magistrate in prohihiting the worship was oontrary 
to the existing agreement; 
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{ii) whether any of the Parliamentary Secretan4s of the Gi>Temment 
was present at Sandwip at the time the order was issued; and * 

(in) whether the Hon 'hie Minister is considering the desirability of taking 
action against the Magistrate for his violation of the agreement? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of tho Hon’blo Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin) : (a){t) Yes. The prohibitory order was passed, however, not 
by the local Magistrate but by another Magistrate deputed from Sadar to 
prevent a communal fracas. 

(m) The order was served on the evening previous to the first day of 
worship but before the consecration of the image by way of Bodhan ceremony 
and in fact, while the painting was still in progress. 

(nt) A previous agreement existed regarding the taking out immersion 
processions but not from the Kalibari ground. 

(b) {i) The terms of the agreement provide for three Hindu religious 
processions, viz., the Dolejatra, the Rathajatra and the Durga Puja proces- 
sions being taken every year past the local Jumma Mosque with music 
except during the specific hours of the five daily prayers of the Muslima 
and also certain additional hours on the days of Muslim festivals. 

(ii) Yes. But in culdition to the slight modification regarding hours of 
prayer, another imjxirtant modification was made, requiring the Hindus to 
make the image at some place to the south of the mosque as in the previous 
years and not at the Kalibari. 

(c) {i) No. 

(ii) I have no information that any Parliamentary Secretary was present. 

(ui) Does not arise. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to let us know the text of the agreement where the Hindus agreed 
that they will not hold any Durga Puja at Kalibari 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is not possible for me to give the 
text of the agreement now. 

ij. NARENDRA NATH DAB GUPTA: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that the Hindus never entered into any agreement to the effect that they 
will not hold the worship of the Goddess Durga at Kalibari? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That question is not to the point. 
The question is that there was an agreement between the two communities 
regarding the passing of processions with music and about the place where 
the image will be constructed. In the year when this dispute arose, the 
local Hindus wanted to construct it at a place where in previous years it 
was not done. 

SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: AYill the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there was any prohibitory order from the Subdivi- 
sional Officer, Noakhali, prohibiting not the construction of the image, but 
prohibiting the worship of Goddess Durga? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMME.D ALI: No, Sir. The whole dispute arose 
over the construction. 

% NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to refer to the order promulgated by the Subdivisional Officer under 
section 144, Cr, P. C., where it is stated that as such worship with music 
and beat of drums is likely Wwound the religious feeling of the local 
Muslims offering prayer at Jumma mosque close by, this order is passed, and 
so on and so forth? 

Khan Baliaito MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, the question of worship does 
not arise, if there is no oonstruotion. « 
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•t. NARCMORA NAYH OA8 CUPTA: It the Hon’bl* ICinutw awm 

^at in the order the question of worship has been raised and not the question 
of construction? The construction was fully done and it was an order prohi- 
biting the Hindus from offering their worship? 

Klun Batiilhir MOHAMItED ALt: That is not correct. 

Dfe NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the prohibitory order related to the worship, as such, or to the cere- 
monies including the immersion ceremony ami processions following the 
worship? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : No, Sir. There wa.s no prohibition 
of worship. It was an order aj»plying only to the construction. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: ('(instruct ion of whot? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: uf the image. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the lion'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the proliibitory order was directed to stop the eonstruetion 
or the making of an image and whether it was expected that the puja will 
be conducted without an image? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There was no prohibition so far as 
the construction was concerned. It relates only to the eonstruetion of the 
image at a particular place. 

8]. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Does the Hon'ble Minister know 
that the order clearly states “Whereas it is made to appear to me that you 
and a nuiuh<>r of otlier persons who are members of the Sarvajanin Durga 
Puja Committee and Kalibari Committee are about to meet and perform the 
worship of the (ro(ldes.s Durga within the local Kalibari”. Tnat is the 
preamble of the order, and there was no mention made of prohibition of 
construction of the image. This was an order passed upon the worship of 
the Goddess Durga and not anything else. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have not got the copy of the 
order before me. But as the honourable member has himself mentioned, 
that is only a preamble of the order. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAB CUPTA: Let me then read the whole 
thing and it will be clear to you. The order runs thus “Whereas it is made 
to appear to me that you and a number of other persons who are members 
of the Sarvajanin Durga Plija Committee rfnd Kalioari Committee are about 
to meet and perform the worship of the Goddess Durga within the local 
Kalibari premises at Harishpur town, police-station Sandwip, and that such 
worship with music and beating of drums is likely to wound the religious 
feeling of the local Muslims offering prayers at the Jumma mosque, and 
that such worship in the aforesaid place having no tradition in the past is 
likely to lead to disturbances and breach of pdblic tranquillity or to riot, 
I do hereby prohibit Durga Puja being performed in the aforesaid premises 
and strictly warn and enjoin you not to take any part in such worship 
thereon.” 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Thai relates to a particular spot 
over which there was a dispute and which was a deviation from the past 
custom and practice and also infringement of the agreement that was 
arrived at during Mr. Bastin’s time. 

8]. NARENDRA NATH OA8 GUPTA: As regards the agreement, I 
challenge the Government that there was no such agreement and Govern- 
ment can never produce such an agreement. It is a false statement made 
before the House but the order clearly states 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please put your question. 
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•1« NAREMORA NATH DAt CURTA: I am explaining firei, Sir. 

HfTt DEPUTY SPEAKER: Explanation is not necessary. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the actual terms of the agreement, if any, the existence of which is 
denied by Mr. Das Gupta in his question? 

Khnn Dihadur MOHAMMED ALI: I would refer the honourable 
member to my reply (h){i) where the main terms of the agreement are given. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in those main terms stated therein there is any alleged agreement 
or anything in that agreement covering the place or the method of worship 
at that place about which the prohibitive order is issued? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the honourable member will see, 
he will understand that indirectly there is. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: How? 

Khan Bahadur MQHAMMED ALI: The mutual agreement related to 
the passing of three religious processions which were in practice in previous 
years and this is the order when the trouble arose that there was going to 
be a departure from the usual practice and custom. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That only related to the hours. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA HATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to explain, as the agreement related to the procession, why the 
performance of the puja was prohibited? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The performance of the puja or 
worship was not prohibited. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Just now you stated that the worship 
was prohibited at a particular spot. Why? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In so far as there was going to be 
a deviation from the mutual agreement arrived at between the two communi- 
ties, there was a likelihood of the breach of peace. Therefore Govern- 
ment had to see that the agreement arrived at between the two communities 
was honoured by both the communities. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: The agreement related to the 
procession. Will the Hon’ble Minister please explain why the per- 
formance of the puja was prohibited? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The agreement related to the pro- 
cession and other performances too. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason for issuing the nrohibitive order for holding up 
the puja? Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to further state what was 
the dispute about? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The dispute was with regard to the 
place where the image was to be constructed, which was situated within a 
distance of 50 yards from the mosque. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Do we take it that the Government 
policy is to prevent the Hindus to worship the Goddess in their property 
Wause of the fact that it is very near to another Muslim house or Muslim 
quarters? 
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Kllill taMdur MOHAMMED ALIs There has bssa so far no such inter* 
ference as the honourable member assumes. But in this particular case 
I would refer the honourable member to my reply There was during 

the time of Mr. Bastin an agreement between tne two communities. 

Dft HALINAKSMA SANYALs It is all humbug. It has been proved 
absolutely to be nonsense. Don't repeat the same nonsense over ana over 
again. 

Mr* OHIREMORA NATH DATTAs It is nothing but nonsense. 

Dr* HALIHAKIHA 8ANYAL* Please be fair, straight and honest. 

SJ* HAREHORA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the fact that the Hindus wanted to worship at any 
premises in which they had not worshipped before entitles the Govemntent 
to interfere and put a oan upon it? 

Khan Bihatfur MOHAMMED ALI: The same insinuation has been made 

by Dr, Sanyal saying that it is nonsense. I'nless that is withdrawn, I am 
not going to answer. 

8j* NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: It is irreligious, it is rascalism 
and it is anything of that kind. The Ooveriiment which interferes with 
the religious rights of the community does not deserve any support. It 
deserves to be kicked out and nothing else. 

Mr* A. M. ABDUL HAMID: Do it if you can. 

81* NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: You will see that it will be 

done in time. 

Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: You can never do it. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Please allow me to put one question. 

81* NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: He retuses to reply lo 

(jue-'t 1011". 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: On a point of order, Sir. Some 
members might have used some abusive or insulting language. (Dr. 
Naunaks.vya Sanyal: No insulting language was u.sed.) Supposing for 
argument’s sake, some member used some abusive language. What about 
others who did not take part in it? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEKER: Y ou can put your question. 

Mr* NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Parliamentary Secretary 
please state whether it is the |K)licy of Goverment to encourage agreements 
in restriction of the right of the Hindus to perform pujas anywhere they 
like or any number of times they like? 

Khan Bahtilur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not the Government’s inten* 
tion. But if there is an agreement between the parties, certainly Govern- 
ment would like that agreement to be honoured. So fur as the allegations 
that have been made are concerned, I would like to say that the report of a 
non-Mu.slim officer is to the effect that the Muslims are insisting on a strict 
compliance with the letter of the agreement made during Mr. Bastin’s time 
while the Hindus are taking a stand which indicated (hat they were more 
anxiouH to vindicate their supjiosed right to hold all kinds of religiou.s cere- 
monies at the Kalibari than to perform any puja or in other words they were 
actuated more by communal considerations than religious worship. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who were the parties to this agreement and whether the entire Hindu 
community of the locality or, for the matter of that, the entire province, is 
bound by "that agreement? 
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Khan BMiadiir MOHAMMED ALi: I ask for aotice. 

SJc NARENORA NATH OA8 GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that Mr. R. W. Bastin, District Magistrate of Noakhali, noted the agree- 
ment? The agreement was dated 19th May, 1937. The order of the District 
Magistrate, Mr. M. H. Ali, dated 27th October, 1940, did conform to that. 
He however modified the same by pointing out that the hours of prayer 
would be ascertained from the Police Gazette. This is the extract from a 
letter from Mr. R. W. Bastin, dated 2nd March, 1944. The processions are 
allowed to pass between the hours 2-30 p.m. and 4 p.m. — one from the south 
to north along the main road ceasing music within 50 yards of the mosque 
and will be by the Kutcherri road to the east of the criminal court. 
The Hindus did not take out a procession as a protest against this unwar- 
ranted order and no Hindu could agree with that rascal Magistrate who 
passed an order to that effect. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Tlmt is not the proper form to put a ques- 
tion. Put it in a proper form. 

8J. NARENORA NATH OA8 GUPTA: Is it a fact that what I have 
just now stated is true? 

(No answer.) 

8Ja NARENORA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, I demand an answer from 
the Government member. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Honourable members know very well that it 
is not the business of the Chair to compel Government members to answer 
to a question. For all practical purposes 1 cannot compel Government 
members to answer to it. 

S|. NARENORA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Government hav^ the 
goodness or the courtesy or the good manners to state whether even after 
the Bodhan ceremony the jmja (ceremonies of Hindu deities go on till the 
next day? 

(No answer.) 

Mr« ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: On a point of order. Sir. If the 
Minister or his Parliamentary Secretary refuse to answer questions in this 
way I should like to know whether it is desirable that the House should waste 
its time in allowing members to ask questions. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: I submit that in the present circumstances 
the Chair can refuse to preside. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: But that is for the Chair to decide. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Deputy Speaker Sir, if the Govern- 
ment side, especially the Home and Chief Minister, adopts this conducit 
towards the House insulting to the representatives of the people, I submit 
to you that this matter be referred to the Privilege Committee, and unless 
and until a decision is taken we refuse to take part in questions and we shall 
make it impossible to bring in any budget. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Questions over. 

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

Pinanoial ButiiMSt. 

SuppiMimUry EsUmitti for 1S4445. 

Tho Hon’Mo Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
I beg to present before the House the supplements^ statement of expendi- 
ture for the current year. The total covered by the estimates is 
Ba. 86,73,34,400 out of wldch Rs. 33,10,200 is chai^d and the balance is 
voted. (When the Hon*ble Minister was presenting the estimates there was 
noiie ana table-thumping from the Opposition benches.) 
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Dr* MALIRAKiHA fAIIYAL; On a point of order, Sir. Mi^y I invite 
your attention to the relevant section relating to supplementary statemente 
of expenditure— eection 81 of the Government of India Act, 1 preeume-— 
that the Hon’ble Tulsi Chandra Qoswami, the Finance Minister, was 
seeking your permission to place before the House now the supplementary 
estimates relating to the current year. We find from a printed statement 
handed over to us that these supplementary estimates cover an amount of 
Be. ©3,40,24,000. Compared to the ordinary exjpenditure of the province in 
the current year this amount appears to be something which can by no stretch 
of imagination be thought possible to be spent during the period from now 
on, that is, from the 24th February till the end of the current year, the 31st 
March, 1945. The language of that section 81 is that **if in respect of any 
financial year further expenditure from the revenues of the province'^* 

“becomes'^ not became “necessary” but “becomes ne<'essary’ , it is a 

positive futurity — “necessary over and above the expenditure theretofore 
authorised for that year, the Governor shall cause” — it is obligatory on the 
Governor to cause it — “to be laid before the Chamber or Chambers a supple- 
mentary statement showing the estimated amount of that expenditure”— 
not the amount already spent but what is to be spent in future, the estimated 
amount of that expenditure which is to come and not an amount which has 
already been incurred — “and the provisions of the preceding sections shall 
have effect in relation to that statement and that expenditure as they have 
effect in relation to the annual financial statement^' and the expenditure 
mentioned therein. From the total amount noted herein, and I would of 
course await the explanation, if any, sought to be given by the Finance 
Department, I am inclined to think that the bulk of this expenditure must 
have already been incurred and the additional expenditure is sought to be 
covered by the supplementary demand. B»’.t, Sir, for this class of additional 
exjHinditure there is a fjrovision under the Act under which under section 169 
the Audit Keport is to be submitted to the Public Accounts Committee and 
for such amounts as are found to be excess amounts spent during the year a 
regularising vote bus surely to be taken by way of excess grants to be passed 
by a vote of the Assembly. The Public Accounts Committee will have to 
be convinced, item by item, as to the justification or otherwise of such excess 
expenditure and the House cannot be taken by surprise. There is a Public 
Accounts Committee set up by the House to go into the justification or othe> 
wise ot each item of such additional expenditure if already incurred. This 
supplementary statement covered by 8€*ction 81 only entitles Government to 
come to the House at an early stage when the expenditure has not been 
incurred. If the expenditure or any part of it has been inturred then it 
must come under the provision of the Audit Report and the Public Accounts 
Committee’s examination or scrutiny and the excess expenditure must be 
regularised by the House. This procedure therefore of coming to the House 
at a late stage in the year is irregular and idtra vires and cannot further be 
allowed by you, Sir. I submit further that so far as the current year is 
concerned another complication has lieen created due to the fact that we are 
in possession of the Budget Estimates for 1945-46 the general disruHsioii on 
which has already been on the way. 1945-46 Budget Estimates presented to 
us include actuals of 1943-44 and the revised estimates of 1944-45. Either 
these present supplementary estimates are included in the revised estimates 
or not. If they are so included the Government CHiinot come to the House 
once more for having a further amount to he voted because it is already 
before the House 

TN Mr. H. t. iUHRAWAROY: You cannot have a cut motion 

on the revised estimate. 

Dr* HALIMAKSHA 8ANYAL: The revised is there and the rules of the 
Assembly clearly state that yon cannot anticipate anv matter already in 
possession of the House by another motion. What will happen to the Budget 
tfut motions or to the deoate in relation to the Budget which the House if 
already in possession of if any of the items now presented is not acceptable 



m 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 


[24th Feb., 


to tlie House or is modified. I think therefore this is an additional ^ound 
for my point of order that the presentation of the supplementary estimates 
is nlPra vires. Further, Sir, there is a third reason. We find that so far 
ns this House is concerned^ the House has been treated with scant respect 
in regard to heavy expenditure which this House alone is entitled to vote. 
These expenses have b^n administratively or on executive authority planned 
out or sanctioned in the past. The Government of the day feel that at any 
time they can come to the House and take the members by the ear and as the 
Government Party members are like so many meek lambs, they can get them 
to vote for anything they bring. It may be so with regard to the Govern- 
ment Party members for they do not care what amount Government spend 
throughout the year provided their own emoluments are kept intact, but, so 
far as we are concerned, we cannot allow such encroachment on the 
privileges of this House which alone is competent to vote demands when in 
fact these expenses have been incurred and tney have been already irregular. 
An irregular and illegal act cannot be sought to be regularised by this kind 
of post-mortem presentation of budget estimates which are no longer estimates 
but which relate to amounts already spent. 

On these three grounds, I submit. Sir, that the present supplementary 
demand of expenditure is ultra vires and should be ruled out by you. 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: So far as I remember, Dr. Sanyal, you 
raised a similar point of order last year. 

Dr* NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But no ruling was given — you promised 
to give a ruling. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: Or Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri raised a 
similar point of order. So far as I remember, you are correct that I did 
not give any decision. I left it to the Speaker to give his decision but I 
allowed the Hon’ble Finance Minister to present the estimates. Later on, 
00 far as I remember, I gave my personal opinion regarding that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No ruling was given. 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: No ruling was given. Similarly, on this 
occasion 

Dr« NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We have been having the same thing 
repeated every year, Sir. Why should you not have the courage to give us a 
ruling f 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: One thing strikes me very much. Assuming 
that your argument is correct but you can do so by refusing these things by 
vote. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We cannot — this is a point of order — 
because the vote will be by the method of taking members by the ear. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Anyway, Dr. Sanyal, as I did on the last 
occasion, I allow the Hon’ble Minister to present the estimates. You can 
ask Mr. Speaker to give his ruling on this matter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Then the mischief will be completed. 

Tha HOfi’IMf Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI ; May I explain^ Last 
February when I presented the budget for 1944-46, I clearly indicated that 
Bengal had been placed in a situation in which a large rehabilitation pro* 
gramme would have to be undertaken. We could not estimate the amounts 
that would be spent. In fact 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is this amount spent already or notf 

Tht HaiPINa Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: A part of it muM 
have been spent. 
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IIALIitAKtHA lANYAL: A substantial part of it. 

TAt Hon^blf Mr. TULtI CHANDRA Q09WAMI: It is ixnj^ible for 
me to say bow much has already been spent. May 1 proceed with my 
explanation F 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Can you give us an analysis of what 

part has been spent and what has not been? 

Tht Hoii’bla Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: That is an impos- 
sibility. Year after year the supplementary budget is placed before the 
House about this time of the year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA CANY At: Not to this extent. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: As regards the 

extent of the expenditure, honourable members will bear in mind the extra- 
ordinary situation in which we have been placed. Otherwise, the supple- 
mentary estimates would never reach anything like this colossal figure. It 
was clearly indicated about this time last year that large financial outlay 
would have to be made for the purpose of rehabilitation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: A separate session ought to have beep 
called for it. Is Publicity expenditure an emergency expenditure for 
rehabilitation ? 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Let him explain. 

Tht Hon’hia Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, I explored the 

possibilities of presenting the supplementary budget in the November- 
December session, but I found it impossible to present the estimates before 
the House at that time. It was an impossibility. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. A sad admission of incompetence I 

The Hon’hle Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Not at all, Sir, it 
was in the nature of things an impossibility. After all, the only alternative 
course that might have been adopted was to ask for block grant. That, Sir, 
(Touid have been more unfair to the House, because here, at any rate, you 
bare proper estimates, otherwise, as vou have in other Legislatures a system 
3f bloc'k grants for emergency expenditure, that shuts out a discussion of the 
rarious items and I think it is fairer to the House that proper estimates 
should be presented before the House. It is true some of the amounts have 
Deen spent, but it was impossible to present proper estimates to this House 
before this time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA CANYALs Get the Art amended if that is so. 

Tht Hoil'bit Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI : I do not think section 
H of the Government of India Act stands in our way at all. May I, Sir, 
)roceed with ray statement P 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY; On a point of privilege, Sir. I have not 
fot the answer to the point of privilege I raised just now. As the Govern- 
nent Party, specially the Chief Minister of Bengal, dishonoured and showed 
liwespect to the representatives of the people, 1 submit that this matter be 
»ferred to the Privileges Committee to decide whether the House has the 
ight to get answers from the Government. I have not got answer to this. 

Ilr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Mr. Roy, you know very well that the 
Lseembly Procedure Rules give you sufficient protection against any grievance 
hat you have. I could have given you this privilege if you asked my 
temussion to move an adjournment motion if Government refused to answer 
Ay question. I could have considered that. You could have brought a 



GOVEBNMENT BVSWESS, 


[24th Pbb., 

no-confidence motion against the whole Ministr;^. I could have considered 
that motion. Anyway, as you suggest that this matter should be referred 
to the Privileges Committee, let me consider the whole thing. Let me see 
the proceedings and I will give my answer next day when I will be here. 

ThiHon’M Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, as 1 was 
saying 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, are you permitting the Hon’ble 
Minister to go on P 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Tes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I at this stage submit that in view 
of the very large number of grants covered by the proposed motion for 
supplementary estimates, the House do consider me necessity of either 
extending the day’s session so that sufficient and reasonable time may be 
allowed to the Opposition to debate on these grants or the Government be 
pleased to allot at least 7 days’ time for moving votes and cut motions on 
^ese demands. It is not jiossible to vote or examine Be. 65,40,00,000 cover- 
ing 38 grants in the course of one day, as is proposed to be done. This is 
entirely in your hands. Sir. Even without disturbing the Government 
programme, you can demand that there should be whole-night sittings. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Can I give you my suggestion? You know 
very well how things are arranged. You consult with the Chief Whip of 
the Government and then you come to me and I will listen to both. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Let us have whole-night sittings. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: In the meantime, you can consult with the 
Chief Whip of the Government and other whips and find out some via media 
to the suggestion. In the meantime, let the Hon ’Me Minister proceed. 

Tht H0ll*bl« Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI : Sir, as 1 was saying, a 
demand of close upon Rs. 49 crores included in these estimates relates to trans- 
actions outside the revenue account and is due to larger outlay on procurement 
and allied operations booked under the Capital head “85 — A”. In the Budget 
for the current year it was assumed that sale proceeds of foodgrains and 
other commodities would exceed the outlay on fresh procurement by 17 crores. 
According to current plans, however, outlay on procurement operations is 
expected to be some 29 crores higher than the receipts from the sale proceeds 
of stocks. This means an excess of 46 crores over the original estimates. 
The remainder of the demand under “85 — A” is due to an extensive pro- 
gramme of boat construction which has been undertaken with a view to 
facilitate movement of supplies. 

Among the items included in the Revenue Section of the Supplementary 
Estimates, by far the largest, amounting to close upon 10 crores, occurs under 
the head “fiJl — Extraordinary charges”. About 84 crores out of this is due 
to a higher estimate of loss on the sale of subsidised food. Against the 
original budget provision of 5 crores for this item, the revised estimate stands 
at 13J crores. This, however, includes 5 crores 89 lakhs on account of loss 
incurred in 1943-44 but not adjusted in the accounts of that year. There 
are three other factors responsible for the increased demand under “62k- 
Extraordinary charges”, namely, G) reorganisation of the Departmenft^ 
Civil Supplies, (2) acquisition and maintenance of a fleet of transport lorri^^ 
and (3) expansion of the organisation under the Controller of Rationing^ 

The estimate of additional expenditure under “64 — Famine” 8tan<S at 
about a crore and 70 lakhs. The increase is due ^rtly to the f^t that sploial 
measures for the medical relief of sick destitutes had to be continued througb* 
out the year instW of for six months as originidly antici^ted; and piir^ 
to various additional measures of gratuitous relief for which no provision 
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had been included in the Budget. These compriae auch items a® the opening 
of choap grain shops in distressed areas and free distribution of cloth and 
blankets to indigent persons. 

Under “Public Health” the total supplementary demand comet up to a 
crore and 16 lakhs. Out of this, 73 lakhs is accounted for by the purohw 
of mepacrine tablets for free distribution and for sale to the public. The 
balance is due to continuance throughout the year of the various measures for 
combating epidemics of malaria, small-pox and cholera. 

The supplementary estimate under “40— Agriculture” stands at ve^ 
nearly a crore. About half of this is due to additional schemes of seed dis- 
tribution under the “Grow More Food Campaign”; 23 lakhs is accounted for 
by the scheme for the compilation of crop-statistics by a plot to plot survey 
which was taken up after the budget had been passed. Other items resjron* 
sible for the increase include the entertainment of experts on poultry 
breeding, dairy farming and animal nutrition schemes and the expansion of 
the Department of Agricultural Development. 

An extra demand for 60 lakhs under “37 — Education * is necewitated 
mainly by a post-budget decision to grant dearness allowance to teachers m 
non-Govemment Primary and Secondary Schools, including Madrasahs, who 
have been hard hit by the high cost of living. 

Under “4;i — Industries”, the supplementary estimate is of the order of 
41 lakhs. This is re(|uired for giving effect to a scheme of relief to small 
artisans and craftsmen by the distribution of raw materials, tools and 
implements on suitable terms. 

A large part of the additional demand of 37^ lakhs under “25 Gener^ 
Administration” is due to enhancement of rates of dearness allowance with 
effect from Ist July, 11144; but there are other contributory items such as the 
reorganisation of the Publicity Department (5 lakhs), the re-excavation of 
derelict irrigation tanks under the Rehabilitation Scheme (5i lakhs) and 
enhancement of the emoluments of the members of the Legislature lakhs). 


Under ”29— Police” the bulk of the supplementary demand of 28 J lakha 
is due to enhancement of rates of dearness allowance, while new construction 
of buildings and roads accounts for the major part of the increase of 24J lakhs 
under “60 — Civil Works”. 


I need not trouble honourable members with a recital of the reasons for 
the demands under the remaining heads which are comparatively small. I 
may remind them that in my budget speech, a few days ago, I explained all 
the circurastauees necessitating this great increase in expenditure. 


The reasons for all the demands presented to the House have been set out 
in the Explanatory Memorandum and will be gone into more fully by tho 
Minister concerned as each demand is moved. 


Or. NAUNAKSHA 8ANYAL: May 1 submit one thing before yoa 
adjourn, SirP We have just hud a suggestion from the Chief Whip of 
Government and on consultation with the Opposition this side we are agree- 
able to the suggestion that the general discussion of the supplementary 
tlemands may ^ taken up on the Ist March instead of on the 6 th March as 
5 I 0 W notified, and 6 th, 7th and 8 th March may thus be reserved for voting 
*on supplementary demands for grants. (Mr. Fa^lur Rahaman ; ProvidM 

t e Assembly finishes the Embankment Bill on the 28th February.) It will 
done; we do not feel much difliculty that way, although we do not give- 
gny undertaking or promise, provided Government do not propose to bnng 
in any other business than the Embankment Bill on the 28tn February. In 
mat ^e, on the 28th February, we will have one small Bill only and it ia 
hoped that it will be finished that day. 
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Mr. PAZLUR RAHMAN: I take it that on the 28th February we wUl 
hare the Embankment Bill. On the let March we will hare bueinese remain^ 
ing from 28th February and the second item, general discuesion. 

Dr. NALINAKtHA SANYAL: That is ail right. 

AdJoumiiMfiL 

1 ^^ House was then adjourned at 10-58 a.m. till 4 p.m. on Tuesday, the 
.27th February, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



Pr^eeeding t of the Benfd Leiritlative Attembly essembled imdier 
the provUioni of the Govemment of Indie Act» 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
27th February, 1045, at 4 p.m. 


PreMfit: 

Mr. Speaker (Mr. Sted Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 13 Hon’ble Ministers 
and 173 members. 


STARRED QUESTKmS 

(to which oral answers urere ghren) 

Grant of family allowanoas to aonia aaourity prisoneii. 

*6B. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether any 
family, allowance has been granted to the following security prisoners : — 

(i) Sj. Anil Kumar Roy, m.a., b.l. 

(u) Sj. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, ex-M.L.c. (Midnapore Jail) ; 

(Hi) Sj. Nripati Bhusan Chattei^i (Midnapore Jail); 

(iv) Sj. Kulada Cbakravarty (Midnapore Jail); 

(o) Biswa Nath Mukhei^i (Presidency Jail) ; 

(vi) Sj. Makhan Lai Sen (Presidency Jail); 

(vii) Sj. Amar Gopal Nandi, m.a. (Presidency Jail); 

(viit) Sj. Nirmal Kumar Roy, m.a. (Dum Dum Central Jail); 

(ut) Sj. Sukumar Cbakravarty (Rajshahi Jail); 

(x) Sj. rpeudra Nath Choudhuir (Dum Dum Central Jail); 

(xi) Sj. Radha Gobinda Sarkar (Presidency Jail); 

(xii) Sj. Debendra Nath Guba (Presidency Jail); 

(j;m) Sj. Manmatha Cbakravartty (Rajshahi Jail); 

(jrir) Sj. Ksbemesh Ranjan Chatterji, M.sc., b.l, (Rajshahi Jail); 

(xr) Sj. Satisb Chandra Biswas (Presidency Jail); 

(j;rr) Sj. Gouranga Das (Faridpur Jail); 

(xvii) Sj. Bhupendia Bhattaoharjya (Faridpur Jail); and 
(xviii) Sj. Hemanta Kumar Bose. (Dum Dum Central Jail)? 

(5) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
deased to state the amounts granted to each of them? 

(f) If the answer to {a) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister he 
(leased to state the reason thereof ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) when each of the abovenamed prisoners were detained; 

. (ti) when did they apply for family allowance; 

(m) whether any enquiry was made in respect of their allowance; 

(iv) if so, with what result; 

(r) the number of the dependants to each of the abovenamed security 
prisoners; and 

(ri) whether any attempt was made to ascertain their — 

(1) income while they were at large, 

(2) debt if any incurred bv their families after their detention, 
and 

(3) the amount that may be necessary for the maintenance of 
their family? 
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Khin Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bMiaH of the Hon’bia Khwaja Sir , 
Naiiniuddfn) : (a) Yea, excepting the Becurity prisoners mention^ in 
(m), (ti;), (v), (x), (wi), (xUi), (xiv), and (xv). 

W, (c)* M ^ statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(ii) and (v) The information asked for is not readily available and its 
com^ation would involve an amount of time and labour that would not be 
justifiable in war time. 

(ivi) and (vi) Yes. 

, Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the income that Babu Anil Kumar Roy, m.a., b.l., was 
earning before his arrest? 

Khin Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. Fe has been granted 
a family allowance. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given to 
question (d)(tn) that attempt was made to ascertain their income while they 
were at large and about the debt, if any, and the amount required for the 
maintenanoe of their family, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what was the income of Sj. Anil Kumar Roy, Sj. Pmmatha Nath Banerjee, 
Sj. Nripati Bhusan Chatterji and all others named in the question (n)(i) 
to (sviid)? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That information is not with me 
here and now. So I am unable to answer this question unless notice is 
given. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the amount of time and labour that will be necessary for 
compiling the information? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: What is the Government’s opinion? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give any opinion offhand. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any allowance has been granted to Sj. Pramatha Nath Banerjee? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir There has been no 
financial loss to the family and as such no family allowance has been granted 
to this security prisoner, but his case is being re-examined. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the allowance that has been granted to Sj. Anil Kumar Roy, 
Sj. Nripati Bhusan Chattern, Sj. Makhan Lai Sen, Sj. Araar Gopal Nandi, 
Sy. Nirmal Kumar Roy, Sj. Sukuraar Cliakravarty and Sj. Bhupeudra 
Bhattacharyya ? 

Khnn BAhtdur MOHAMMED ALI: Anil Kumar Roy has been granted 
a family allowance of Rs. 20 per month; Nripati Bhusan Chatterji had been 
granted a family allowance of Rs. 15 per month which has been enhanced 
to Rs. 30; Biswa Nath Mukherji — he is a bachelor and his father is self- 
supporting, so he has not been granted any allowance ; Makhan Lai Sen has 
been granted an allowance of Rs. 60 per month ; Amar Gopal Nandi has been 
granted an allowance of Rs. 30 per month; Nirmal Kumar Roy was granted 
Rs. 10 per month which was ’first raised to Rs. 20 and now has been raised 
to Rs. 30 per month; Sukunmr Ohakravarty has been granted an allowance 
of Rs. 15 per month: the question of enhancement of his allowance is under 
consideration; Upendra Nath Chaudhuri has been granted no allowance as 
he is unmarried and the family has got landed property; Radha Gobinda 
Sarkar has no wife or children to maintain and he has three earning brothje;|^ 
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Mr, NItHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’bk Minister be pleased 
k to state the number of dependents of Sj. Anil Kumar Boy, Sj. Nripati 
Bhusan Chatterji, Sj. Makhan Lul Sen, Sj. Amur Gopal Nandi, Si. Nirmal 
Kumar Boy, Sj. Sukumar Chakravarty and Sj. Bhupendm BhattacnaryyaP 

Mr. SPEAKER! You are putting? too many questions together. Please 
put one after another. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU! Will the Ifon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the number of depeiulent'j of Anil Kumar Boy, M.A., n.L., to 
maintain P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I want iioliee. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: What is the number of deimidents 
of Sj. Nripati Bhusan riiatterjiy 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the lhmh\e Miniskr be pleased 
to state when the allowance of Bs, lb was granted to Sj. Nriputi llhusiin 
Chatterji and when it was enhanced to Rs. >10? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it l)e possible for the Hon’ble 
Minister to state w'hether the allowance was granted from the date of his 
arrest P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That also, 1 am afraid, I am unable 
to state. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From the answers just given by the 
Hon’ble M/inister do we understand him to say that an unmarried man can 
have no dependents? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is again a matter of opinion. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon ble Minister aware that 
Sj. Parimal Kumar Roy, u.a., brother of Sj. Nirmal Kumar Roy, is also in 
detention and that they have to maintain their old father, two minor 
brothers and one sister? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have no information at present 
with me about the brother of Nirmal Kumar Roy. This prisoner was granted 
an allowance of Rs. 10 which was Erst enhanced to Rs. 20 and then it has 
been enhanoed to Rs. 30 per month. 

Mr. NiSHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the information that h^ 
been furnished to him, will the Hon 'ble Minister be pleased to state how it is 
possible to maintain five dependents with Rs. 30? 

Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state the number of dependents of Sj. Oourenga Das who is in Faridpur 
Jail and has been gran tea an allowance of Bs. 15 onlyP 

Khan BahMlur MOHAMMED ALI : I want notice. 

Mr. NI8MITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Sj. Bhupendm Bhattacharjya who vms lodged in the 
Faridpur Jail was the sole earning member and his family depended solely 
on his earning and he has been granted only Bs. lu per znonthP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid, to the first part I will 
have to ask for imtice, but the honourable member is not correct when he 
^says that the prisoner was granted Rs. 10. He was orinnally granted 
'Ef. 10 but it has since then been raised to Bs. 20 per monUL. 
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Mr. NliHITHA NATH KUNOU: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the basis on which this Rs. 10 was granted first which was enhanced 
to Rs. afterwards ? 

Khan Bahatfur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 cannot state the basis on which 
it was first gnranted but according to the liberal policy adopted by this 
Ministry after they came into oflice — in pursuance of the policy which was 
announced by OoTemment — the allowance was doubled, that is to say, raised 
by 100 per cent. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when Government expect to decide the question of granting 
allowances to Pramatha Nath Banerjee, Hemanta Kumar Bose and E^hemesh 
Ranjan Chatterji, m.sc., b.l. P 

Khan Bihufur MOHAMMED ALI: So far as Pramatha Nath Banerjee 
is concerned, a report is being awaited from the District Magistrate and tfie 
question will be re-examined after the report has been received. The case 
of Hemanta Kumar Bose is also under consideration and no allowance has 
been granted to him as he ^s no wife or child to maintain. So, his case was 
rejected, but on a fresh petition being received, his case is being re-examined. 

Mr; ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: In view of the answer just now given, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how he said that there was no 
financial loss to Pramatha Nath Banerjee by his detention P 

Khan Bahidur MOHAMMED ALI: Because he was not contributing 
anything towards the maintenance of the family before his arrest. 

Mr. IIWAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how was it ascertained that he did not earn anything before his 
detention P 

Khill Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That transpired os a result of 
enquiries conducted by Government. 

Mr. ItWAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he had to maintain his wife and three or four young children 
by his own income before his detention? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government’s information was 
otherwise, but no fresh materials being submitted to Government, Govern- 
ment have asked the District Magistrate to report again and that report is 
being awaited. 

Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he thinks it desirable to oonsider the case and revise the position ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have alre^y stated that fresh 
enquiries have been set afoot and Government are awaiting the result of the 
enquiries. 

Mr. NliHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when do Government expect to complete this investigation and 
actually grant them allowance P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is more than what I can say 
when it will be completed but the matter will be expedited. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the hardship caused to 
their families, do Government think it desirable to expedite the enquiry and 
grant any allowance if they so choose? 

Khan Bahadw MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated that Govern-, 
meut win expe^te the matter. 
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ttMit Of family al l aam ii ea to aaitaiii aaauri^ 

MVa SIBNATH BANERJEiS (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleas^ to state whether it is a fact that 
either no family allowance or very inadec^uate family allowance has been 
givra to the following security piisoners, vit. — 

(») Mr. Rajendra Nath Roy, security prisoner, Presidency Jail, depen* 
d^U 12, father old and invalid, no other earning member in his 
family ; before arrest was working in the Inspectorate of Scientifio 
Stores, 5, Council House Street, Calcutta, and earning over 
Rs.l50 per month ; 

(u) Mr. Sadhan Roy, security nrisoner, Presidency Jail, dependent old 
father, grand-mother ana mother, mother's eyes need operation 
immediately but cannot be arranged for want of means, pro- 
perty mortgaged ; 

(til) Mr. Arun Roy, security prisoner, Presidency Jail, dependents 5, 
father ill, two unmarried sisters and younger brother, their educa- 
tion seriously hampered ; 

(ii?) Mr. Anil Majumdar, security prisoner, Presidency Jail, father was 
a railway contractor, died recently, dependents 4 ; 

(r) Mr. Rohini Chakravarty, security prisoner, Presidency Jail, depen- 
dents 6, used to earn over Rs.^ per month ; 

(vi) Mr. Satyendra Chakravarty, security prisoner, Presidency Jail (for- 
merly Dacca Jail), dependents 6, no earning member in the 
family ; 

irn) Mr. Mukunda Hhanja, security prisoner, Dacca Jail, allowance of 
Rh.20 granted which is inadequate to support 5 dependents; and 

(vui) Mr. Krishna Chandra Chatterjee, security prisoner, Presidency Jail, 
inadequate allowance? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of review^ig 
their cases and stating the result thereof in the Assembly? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Kbwijt 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (o) Security prisoners Babu Rajendra Nath Roy, 

Sadhan Roy and Satyendra Chakravarty, mentioned in items (?), (it) and 
(n) respectively were not granted any family allowance. 

Security prisoners Babu Arun Roy, Mukunda Bhanja and Krishna 
Chandra Chatteriee mentioned in items (m), (vii) and (viii) have been 
granted family allowance of Rs.30, Rs.20 and 118.15, respectively. 

Security prisoner Babu Rohini Chakravarty is now detained under ordera 
of the Government of India under Ordinance iV of 1944. 

There is no security prisoner of the name of Babu Anil Majumdar. 

(6) No. 

Mr. NliHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
io state the numW of dependents that Mr. Krishna Chandra Chatterjee has 
to maintain? 

Khan Bahailur MOHAMMED ALI: This prisoner, before his arrest, was 
earning some amount which could not be ascertained exactly* from private 
tuition out of which he used to help the family financially with about Rs. 10 
per month. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: I want the number of dependants 
and on what basis you have granted Rs. 15. 

Khan Bihailiir MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid I am unable to answer 
that question without notice. 
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Mr. NItHITHA NATH KUNOU: Will the Hon’ble Minieter be pleased 
to state whether these Rs. 30, Rs. 20 and Rs. 15 quanted to Arun Roy, 
Mnkunda Bhanja and Krishna Chandra Chatterjee respectively were granted 
fiom the date of their arrest P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU S Is it a fact that some of the political 
prisoners have been granted maintenance from the date of their arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 can answer with regard to the 
first prisoner. Arun Roy was granted family allowance with effect from the 
date of his arrest which was 16th February, 1943. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it a fact that some of the security 
prisoners have been granted allowance from the date of arrest and others 
have not been granted from the date of arrest? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, that is correct. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That depended upon the merit of 
each case. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: When they were granted allowance 
for detention and for loss of income due to detention, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for making discrimination between 
security prisoners and security prisoners who lost their income for the reason 
of their detention ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government’s policy in this oonnec> 
tion has been announced several times and has been explains on the floor of 
the House. So far as Arun Roy is concerned, 1 might explain that this 
security prisoner’s allowance was granted to his father purely on oompas- 
0 k>nate grounds because his family consisted of 5 members and its monthly 
income was about Rs. 30 per month. Though the prisoner was not an 
earning member of the family before his arrest, an allowance of Rs. 30 per 
month was granted to his father with effect from the date of his arrest 
purely on compassionate grounds. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister think it 
desirable to revise all the cases in which allowance has not been granted 
from the date of arrest of the particular prisoner ooncerned and grant 
allowanoe in their oases from the date of their arrest? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is too big a question. It does not, strictly 
•peaking, arise out of it. If be pleases to answer, he can do so. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, no such hard and fast 
principle can be accepted by Government and the Government policy has 
been explained to the House several times and 1 might draw the attention 
of the Imnourable member that the oase of Arun Roy is an instance in view. 
This prisoner, though be was not an wning member, was granted the fuR 
amount which was necessary to maintain the family on oompassionate 
grounds and though there has been no financial loss to t^ family by the 
mrrost and detention of the prisoner, yet because the family was suffering 
and was in hardship, Goverpment came to the help of the family. 

DittrBNilioii of Ivxtilo gpodi in Oaloutti Md murMil am. 

*71. Mr. ATUL OMANDRA KUMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state— 

(a) the quantities in bales of different classes of textiles Inought under 
the disposal of Provincial Textile OontroUer during September 
and Ootober, 1944; 
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{*) t**® of each ca^^ry of such textiJe diatributed up to data 

rMpectively in the City ol Odcutta and for ewh of t^^aub^vi! 

of different districts of Bengal out of the above stock • 
(c) **** »» arranging the diatributiona and in tha 

m^a^Jil; ^ ^ ‘ ^ (0 in Calcutta and (») k 

(i) the dates when, the n^M and addresses of the parties to whom and 
^ quMtitiM of cloth for which permits w^isaued from tha 
office of the Provincial Textile ContSler; and 
(e) the prinaples, if any, followed in the selection of such parties and in 

£d (S“tThe m:ifaiiiy”^ 0«loJtta 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPaDTisBiiw 


September 

October 


Total 


Balea. 

7,656 

8,722 

16,277 


‘liffercnt classes of textiles do not admit of easy com- 
pilation, since there are very many varieties of cloth manufactured in India, 
Which come into Bengal. ***via», 

{b) Details regarding category of textiles distributed are not also readily 
available. Total quantities distributed are as follows: — 


Quantity dintributed in Calcutta 
Quantity allotted to AsHain 
(Quantity released on various grounds 
Quantity dc^frozen for general distribution 
Quantity distributed in mufassil 
Stock in hand on October, 1944 


Total 


Bales. 

3,107 

1,360 

848 

2,912 

6,420 

1,640 

16,277 


XI. » non-ofilcial panel comprising various interests, selected 

the retailers on a zonal basis, and the distribution was arranged throuirh 
retailers according to the requirements of a particular zone In the 
mufassil the distnbuti<m was made through representative dealers selected 
by the Subdmsional Officers. 

« (d) Number of permits issued were as follows — 

Calcutta. Mufassil. Total. 

September, 1944 .. 827 306 

October, 1944 .. 367 1,937 


1,194 


2,243 


8,437 


It will tbito be seen that the detailed information requiied will involve 
enormous olenoal labour and time. 

(e) Fide reply to (o). 

I^. NALINAKtHA tANYAL: With reference to the answer under (a) 
regarding the figwes of total boles distribute through Provincial Textile 
Controller in SeptemW and October, will the Aon’bb Minister be pleased 

£13 rt. T^.'SiiSiriSsroi^ " ”* 

16 
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Th® Hon’lllt Mr. H. §• SUHRAWAffOY: Tke aeoond alternative; they 
were froeen and left in the custody of the owners. 

Ofa NALINAK8HA SANYALs Will the Hon^ble Minister he plectsed 
to state if, at the time of the freezin|r of the stock, the quality and quantity 
of the stock so frozen are taken note of and was any record kept thereof in the 
office of the Provincial Textile Controller? 

The Hon’llle Mfa Ha 8a 8UHRAWARDYS So far as I am aware, the 
persons who were importing from outside had to submit the railway receipts 
with a copy of their invoices to the office of the Provincial Textile Controller. 
The railway receipts were endorsed in order to enable them to remove the 
goods from the railway and a copy of the invoice was maintained as evidence 
of what stock had been frozen. 

Ofa NALINAK8HA 8ANYALa Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in 
consultation with the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies 
Department a scheme was drawn up to classify the goods under three main 
categories of fine, medium and coarse with sub-classifications thereof mainly 
under three classes, dhotis, saries and miscellaneous to be maintained under 
broad classifications for purposes of distribution? 

Thi Hon»bl0 Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir I do not think that there 
was any time to make classifications of that kind, but what actually took 
place was that the non-official experts who were charged with the duty of 
making out permits were asked to distribute the bales to the various people 
in certain proportion, fine medium and coarse. They were expected to know 
by looking at the numl>er of bales and the marks as to which were fine, 
which were coarse and which were medium and then to distribute the 
bales equitably. 


P*** 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

to state It it IS a fact that before launching on the requisition and distribution 
of requisitioned stocks it was agreed to in his presence by the Provincial 
Textile Controller that the goods so requisitioned would be distributed in 
proportion of about 25 per cent, for Calcutta and suburban areas and 75 per 
cent, or so for the mufassal areas as far os movements permitted ? 


The Hon’blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 

understood. 


That was generally what was 


8ANYAL! Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state w'hat stood in the way of his distributing the t<5tal stock of 16 277 
bales to enoble the mufassal of Bengal to receive its due share of 75 per centf*^ 
or near about out of that total? 


TIm Honlll. Mr. H. 8. tUHRAWARDY: The position is, as the 

honourable member will see, that less than 25 per cent, was distributed in 
C^outto. A certain amount was allotted to Assam. The ffoods that were 
released on TOnoue grounds may be ignored. The quantity defroien for 
general distobution might have, well, come to Calcutta or gone to the 
mufa^; they might have been distributed in either of these places and 
double the quantity distributed in Calcutta was sent to the mufassal This 
oat^^ dso was not up to date as 1,640 bales were stock in hand and 
probably they were all sent to the mufassal. 

1 ***1*’!****^**!*^. *^**^*^* Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 

'*’^*tf** T • ^ followed in defreezing those bales 

mmtkmed in the 2,9f2 bales, that is to say, roughly the equal amount was 

in OalcuttaP ^at wi the prin^TadopTS 
1^1 certain oategones of businessmen to enable them to freely 

, iw without tha intarveution of the dopartmeut ? f 
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■iw Hm'llto Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYt This <kfr««iiB 9 did not ^ply 

r to oirtain oategories of businessmen ; it applied to all persons in whose bimde 
stocl^ remained which had not been distributed by permits. I do not think 
that the honourable member should create any point out of that as on the 
last occasion it was made out that the distribution was being held up because 
large amount of stocks were lying froaen. That is why there waA 
defreeaing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
there has been a good amount of oomplaiiit regarding abuse and corruption 
by big quota holders and merchants who managed to get their requisitioned 
stock defrozen througli influence and through other questionable methods? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not think that would 
apply to defreezing of stocks. That might apply to release of atook as a 
certain amount of discretion would be requireo for tliat. Stocks were 
defrozen on a particular dale in respect of all stocks which had not been 
disposed of on another date. For instance, if I remember aright somewhere 
about 10th October all stocks not dispo.se<i of by the 26th September were 
defrozen in one sweep. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleasedi 
to state if he is aware that the statemenl made by liim regarding defreezing 
on a particular day does not apply to October stock as is evident from the 
stock in hand in October mentioned about 1,600 bales? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is an argumentative question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who were the members of the pane! 

. representing various interests and how were they selected or nomiimt^? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not know the names of 

the ni’enibers but they were selected or nominated by the Provincial Textile 
Contwiller himself fniin amongst the representatives of various organisations.. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What textile organisation did. 
Mr. Osman, Secretary, (’alcutta Muslim League, represent and whether he 
was one of the nominees or members interfering with the selection of shops 
or allotment of cloth? • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Th is is a double or triple question. Please put your 
questions one after another. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He has just now said that members 
were selected from amongst 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is your question? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state wliat interests did Mr. Osman, Secretary, Calcutta Muslim League, 
represent 

Mr. 8PEAKER1 Was be a member? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You first ask that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Mr. Osman was one of the persons dealing with the selection and aUotment 
of cloth? 

The HdiPhle Mr* H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not think that 
Mr. Osman dedt with allotment of cloth, but he certainly, so far as 1 am 
aware, looked into allotment, but he had not sufficient knowledge to be able 
to allot cloth. ( 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYA!.: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to etate what textile interest does be represrat P 

Tlli HOll’bla Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWAIIDY: He represents the interests 
id the consumers. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who selected him for this work ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 did. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How could the Hon'ble Minister reoon- 
oile the present answer with his previous answer that the Provincial Textile 
Controller selected the members P 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not allow that question. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
complaints were made and brought to his notice that this Mr. Osman under 
his authority was interfering with the selection of shops as well as in the 
allotment of fine varieties cloth to certain categories of dealers and was 
doing it in a manner which led to various kinds of suggestions ? 

Tht Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Certain frivolous complaints 
based on communal grounds were placed before me. I lookesl into the 
matter and found that what Mr. Osman was doing was that he was seeing 
that due regard was paid to Muslim interests. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that it 
was at the request of this Mr. Osman that Messrs. Kalishahai Jagannath — 
surely that is not a Muslim firm — got several bales of best varieties of cloth? 

The HOfl*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 have no knowledge of that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that it 
was at the request of this Mr. Osman that a number of Hindu shops of Grant 
Street and the New Market were entered surreptitiously in the list of 
approved shops prepared at a conference where all persons were present 
excluding Mr. Osman? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: This is a xvholly unfounded 
allegation. ' 

. Or. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hoirhle Minister be pleased 
to state wliat iiiteiest does Mr. Makhau Ijal llauerjee of the Hindu Maha- 
aabiia represent iu helping the distribution of cloth? 

Tht HOfl'blf Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 do not know. Mr. Makhun 
Lai Jlanerjee of the Hindu Mahasabha must have been selected by the 
Provincial Textile Controller. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that at the time of Fd and Puja some non-officials 
representing different interests like the Muslim Ijcague, the Hindu Maha- 
sabha end the Congress were selected to help the distribution in the Textile 
Controller’s office? 

Tht Hobbit Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: I tried my best to see that 
every one interested was taken in. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why though he issued a statement on the 24th September, 19^, in 
the Amfito Bazar Patrika to the effect that '‘We are also sending cloth to 
mufassil through traders reconmended by the Subdi visional Officer at the 
rate of 50 bales for each subdivision as a first step. We have, however, 
i^rred much lar^r ouantities for the mufassa! areas and shall allot them 
to and when hona aealers from the mulaasal recommended by the l^etrict 
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Magii^ate or tlie Subdi visional Officer come to tis for supplies**, the Provin* 
cial Textile Controller did not issue them cloth though they eame wilh 
recoBimendations from the Subdi visional Officers but aiued them again t6 
come as nominees of the Subdivisional Officer for the second allotment in hie 
letter No. 71&|(cy.), dated the 11th October, 1944 P 

The HonPbie Mr. H. 8. 8U HR AWARD Y: I do not understand wbai 
the honourable member is driving at. There was not sufficient cloth here 
to distribute to every single Mrson recommended by the Subdivisional 
Officers. The Subdivisional Officers not only nominated the persons wlm 
were to receive 50 bales of cloth but recommended nearly all the traderift 
of the various subdivisions because they were most anxious to get as mueh 
cloth as possible. It was not possible to give cloth to every person recoiil* 
mended and therefore the Subaivisional Officers were asked to send in their 
nominees. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what was the meaning in issuing a statement that any businessman , 
('oming from mufassal with the recommendation of the Subdivisionid Offiodf 
will get an allotment? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not allow tliat question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if one Radlia Eissen Agarwala, B.com., b.l., of Binajpur, was 
allotted 40 bales of cloth though he was neither nominated nor recommended 
by the Subdivisional Officer of Dinajpur SadarP 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have not the slightest idea. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that it was decided by Government to select 500 shopH 
or near about for the Calcutta area for distribution and only 150 shops were 
ultimately selected? This was announced in the lltndusfhan fitandard 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is not necessary. The question is enough. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased 
to state why was not a larger number selected ? 

The Hon*ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Is the honourable member 
referring to 150 shops? I do not know what was intended or what was done? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if his attention has been invited to the statement published in the 
press on the 20th pecember, 1944, wherein it was stated that under the 
emergency cloth distribution scheme which is now being operated by Govern- 
ment in coUaboratiou with the Provincial Textile Control Advisory Com- 
mittee it has been arranged that 500 retail shons would be selected in 
Calcutta for a fair distribution in all parts of the city and accumulated 
piece-goods would be released to the. consumers through these sh^s P Hii4 
this statement made by the Provincial Textik Control Advisory Committee 
been supported by or l^wn to the Hon*ble Minister? 

The Heii*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The Provincial Textile 
Controller does not always consult the Hon’ble Minister when he issues r 
statement. When he gave the figure as 500 apparently he must have at the 
moment intended to set up 500 shops. Probably he could not choose 500 
shops that he could supervise over and therefore considered that 150 shops 
were a good number that be oouid supervise or perhaps be h^ also reduoM 
the number of shops beoause there was not sufficient stock in band. 


QUESTIONS. 


[27th Fhb.. 


ase 


Dr. NALINAKtHA SANYAL: I« it not a fact that at every stage of 
the IdrPtija emergency distribution the details and the working and also 
the scheme were wne in consultation with the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
personally and he himself supervised and instructed the Department as to 
what should be done or what should not be done ? 

The HOfl’bto Mr. H. 8. 8UHRi8WARDY: I did not intend that every 
detail should be placed before me but I certainly did initiate it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: With regard to the answer that in the 
mufassal distribution was to be made to representative dealers selected by 
the Subdivisional Officer, was any instruction given to them as to the class 
of dealers, the quality of such dealers and the extent of business of such 
dealers or any other principle to be followed by the Subdivisional Officer in 
effecting their selection? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir, I do not remember. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that in the subdivision of Brahmanbaria no consumer in the 
mufassal is allowed to purchase a single piece of cloth without a chit from 
the Circle Officer and as a result a person living at a great distance has to 
go to the subdivisional town to purchase a single piece of cloth because no 
representative dealer has been appointed for the mufassal areas? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That might be so. There 
must be a rule framed by the local authority to try and allocate the cloth. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAt: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state that the Subdivisional Officer of Kushtia selected a number of local 
dealers who were never in the trade before including Hindus and also allowed 
^ near relation of his from Pabna district, village Shahaaadpur, to obtain 
on his authority a number of bales from Kushtia to be taken away by river to 
Pabna from out of the stock made available to him ? 

Tht Hmi’bit Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware of that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the arrangement under oontemplation for distributing cloth in 
mufassal in future? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That does not arise out of this question. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the records referred to in answer (d) of the permits issued to 
dealers from the Textile Controller’s office are still available and may be 
inspected ? 

Tilt Hon’blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have no reason to think 

otherwise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know that 
this Babu Radha Eissen Agarwala who was allotted about 40 bales of cloth, 
though he had no recommendation or nomination from the Sedar Sub- 
divisional Officer disp^ed of the majority of the bales of cloth allotted for 
sale in Dinajpur district in Calcutta? 

Tilt H0ii*iiit Mr. H. 8. 8imR AWARD Y: As I am not aware of the 
existence of l^dha Kissen Agarwala how can I answer the question P 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUS Does the Hon’ble Mister know that 
in allotting bales of doth to different dealers, some were given only ooahie 
dlolh but others were given the majority of fine cloth in consideration of 
•omething paid tq the officers ? 



QUESTIONS. 


237 


IM.] 


Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot say in oonsidoration of aomeiking paid to 
cAoers. You can only put your question but you cannot make ‘any 
insinuation. 

Tli0 Hoifble Mr. H. 8 . 8UHRAWARDY: I would be prepaned to say 

that every one did not get cloth of exactly the same variety or in the same 
proportion. 

B^U RADHA NATH DAS: When there is a famine of cloth in Ben^l 
why is it that from the Bengal quota Assam has been supplied with cloth r 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Assam has not been supplied 
from the Bengal quota. Cloth that came to Bengal at that time also 
included the quota for Assam. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be nleased to 
state if he is aware that in connection with the distribution of cloth to 
Calcutta dealers a specific complaint was made, written out and* handed over 
to the Provincial Textile (kintroller with the knowledge thereof' commuicated 
to the Hon'ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies personally by the 
questioner that a shop supposed to liave a direct connectj^n with an Inspector 
of Civil Supplies had surreptitiously obtained thr(*e good bales of fine 
variety of cloth while the others were getting very poor quality of cloth P 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I do not reraeral)er it at 
this distance of time bowiuse I have had to do quite a lot of work since then. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: mat action has the Hon’ble Minister 
taken on the reierence made on the floor of the House here in December last 
followed thiM'eafter by a written note handed over to him regarding the 
Beniapukur (’loth Store in ooiinection with which one Mr. Swami, an 
Inspector of the Defmrtment, is involved and who got definitely three bales 
of fine sarees regarding which complaints were handed over in the presence 
of his Parliamentary Secretary, Mr. K. Nasarullah, to the Hon’ble Minister? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you cannot put such a long question. It 
is almost a speech. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. I want to know what action has been 
taken on the complaint made on the floor of the House regarding this shop? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYS Now I remember that some- 
thing was told about the Beniapukur Cloth Store end I must have enquired 
into the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the result? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I do not know. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether some dealers who had been allotted cloth for sale in mufassal 
districts sold it here in Calcutta and that some got only fine cloth and other 
coarse cloth P 

Mr. 8PEAICER: That is no question. Will you resume your seat? 

Mr. Nt8MITHA NATH KUNDUs Does the Hon’ble Minister think it 
desirable to look into the records of the Provincial Textile Controller’s office 
and hold an enquiry into this matter ? 

TheHon’bltMr. H.8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir, I cannot. What the 
honourable Jwember mvs is well known to me and under the stress of dis- 
tnbution in that ^nod of time in which we had to rely upon non-official 
gTOtlemen m tbe trade I d. Mt think that it ie poeeible for m to go busk 
on that .and make an enquiry. 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Hinieter be pleased 
to etate if their gcheme of allotment for the districts has no method m it P 

Mr. SPEAKERS That ie a hypothetical question and I do not allow it. ^ 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU S Wm the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Government have seleeted any representative dealer or any 
cloth dealer in Dinajpur for distribution of cloth there ? 

The Hon’bto Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I do not know. 

Food poiitioii ki BMigil. 

^72. Khan Bahailur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN I Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state— 

(a) whether statistics collected in respect of the food position of the 

Province is up to date ; 

(b) the total requirements of the district showing thana by thana of each 

subdivision and tiie population of each thana; and 

(c) the names of the thanas which are considered to be surplus or deficit? 

Th. Hon'ble Mr.^. 8. SUHRAWARDY: (a) Tes. 

(b) and (c) A statement is laid on the Library Table. Classification of 
thanas as surplus or deficit areas is approximate, and is subject to revision 
in the light of fuller knowledge and better statistics. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHANs Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the agency through which the statistics were 
collected belongs to the Civil Supplies Department or the Agriculture * 
Department P 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY. It was done by the Statis- 
tical Department. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how the deficits are proposed to l>e made up? 

Tho Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: An estimate is token of 
consumption by the people on per capita basis and also of production and 
ocoordingly an estimate is made either of a deficit or of a surplus. 

Amount apant for improvement and oonstruotion of roads in MjfmMisingh 

distriot. 

na. Miharaia BHUPENDRA CHANDRA 8INCHA, of Susans- Will 
the Hon’ We Minister in charge of the Communioations and Works Depart- 
ment be pleased to state the amount spent— 

(A) during the last six years; and 

(B) during the last three years, for— 

(i) me improvement, and 

(it) new constructions of roads in — 

(a) the district of Mymensingh, and . , « 

(b) partially excluded areas in the distnct of Mymensmghr 

Mr. 4 . N. GUPTA (on bihalf of tho HoiPbla Mr. Barmia Praaamia Pain)! 

(A) (i)(a) IU. 21.66,682. 

(A)(1) 7k). (A) (.1)(6). (B) (i) (A) mA (B) 

figures in respect of the works executed by the Ck>minu]iicatioik8 a^ 
Works Depsatment do not include the amo^ts spent m 
by tho Dbtriot Board of Mymensingh and other local bodiet m the distncf, 
as tk»se figures are not easily avaBaWe in this Department. 
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Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why no amount has been spent either during the last three years or 
during the prevmus six years on either improvement or on new construction 
for any roads in the partially excluded areas in the Mymensingh district P 

Mr.d. N.CUPTA: Because it was not within the Irrigation Department 
or the Communication and Works Department. 


Dft NALIHAK8HA 8ANYALS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that all expenditure on rood construction and 
^intenance, whether they be under the Provincial Government's direct 
jurisdiction or under excluded areas wherein the Governor's personal respon- 
sibil ity comes in, has to be arranged through the Provincial Communications 
and Works Department whether voted or charged, in the case of provincial 
responsibility they are shown as voted, and in the case of Governor's own 
discretionary responsibility as charged to be executed by the Communications 
and Works Department P 

Mr. d. N. GUPTA: I do not follow 3'our question. Will you please 
repeat it P 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are you aware that 

Mr, SPEAKER. That is not a question of fact. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL.: The answer he has given shows that he 
does not know anything. 

Mr, SPEAKER: He may not know anything. It is not a question of 
knowledge. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are the partially excluded areas in the 
Mymensingh district not in any way the concern of the Communications and 
Works Dep^irtment of the Provincial Government? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in the district board of Mymen.singh’s allotment 
also the partially excluded areas in the district of Mymensingh have not 
received proper attention? 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA; I am not aware of that. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the roads in the district of Mymensingh for which this amount 
has been spent? 

Mr. d. N. GUPTA: I want notice, 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon'ble Minister be ple^ised to 
state whether the portion from Ealihati to Tangail, a part of the Tangail- 
Mymensingh road has been yet incomplete? 

Mr. d. M. GUPTA t I am not aware of that 

Matiariji BHUPENORA CHANDRA SINGHA, of SiiMfli: Will the 
Hon'ble Mimster be pleased to state ifhetber the district board rood from 
Jharia to Birisiri, a diaiance of 8 miles, can be immediately brought under 
the Public Works Department for effecting improvement, this being tbe 
only rood connecting tbe headquarters of the partially excluded areas with 
the nearest railway station? « 

Mr. d. N. GUPTA : I am not aware of it. (Laughter.) 
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Want af aoaommodition far Saaanil Miimif, Dliii4|Mir. 

*74. Mrt. HEMAPROVA MAJUMOARi (a) Will ihe Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleas^ to state — 

(t) whether he is aware that the house occupied by the Second Munsif 
of Dinajpur was not available on hire to his successor Munsif 
who came on transfer; and 

[U) whether the owner of the house on being offered a much higher 
rent by the Sale Tax OflSce refused to let his house on hire to the 
Second Munsif who came there on transfer? 

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps the Government propose to take for accom- 
modating Government officers who came on transfer to Dinajpur? 

(c) Is it a fact — 

(t) that the rent of the house in question was Bs.60 only up to October, 
1942, and then raised to Bs.60; 

(ti) that the Sale Tax Office has offered Rs.Sh for the same house; and 

(tU) that Sale Tax Office was occupying a house on a less rental? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps have been 
taken against the department for such enhanced offer of rental in disobedience 
to the Rent Control Order? 

MINISTER in oliarge of tho JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Nawib Musharruff Hossain, Khan Bahadur); (a)(7) The house was not 
available till the 11th July, 1944, when it was let out to the successor 
Munsif. 

(ii) When the house was vacated, the landlord approached the Commercial 
Tax Officer and proposed to let it out to that department. 

(b) and (d) Do not arise. 

(c) (i) and (Hi) Yes. 

(ii) No. 

AMowanoa of paon of Sub-lfiapoctors of Schools. 

*75. Mr. ABDUL JABBAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
no provision has yet been made for the office allowance and for the orderly 
peon for the Sub-Inspectors of Schools ? 

(6) Do Government contemplate to provide the Sub-Inspectors of Schools 
with an office and a i)eon? 

(c) If 80 , when? 

Khui Sahib Mauivi MAPIZUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon'ble 
Mr. Tamixuddin Khan): (a) Yes. 

(b) Not before the termination of the war. 

(c) Does not arise. 

UNSTARRED (^UESHONS 

(enewen to which were laid on the table) 

Number efittaiAa and deidhe from oholer^ in RangpiirifiMriet 

and e^ takM againit the situation. 

ill Mr. PUSPAJIT BARMAs Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the ^Wic Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state — 

(a) what had been the annual figures in respect of attacks from cholera 
and deaths from it during the years 1942 and 1948 in the district 
of Bangpur; 
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(6) how many persons were inoculated with. anti*cholera vaccine during 
the years and 1943 in the said district ; 

(c) how many persons were appointed for this purpose during the yeara 

1942 and 1943— 

(A) by the Government, and 

(B) by the District Board of Rangpur; 

(d) what is the total population of the district ; 

(e) what had been the annual figures of smallpox cases and deaths from 

it during the years 1942 and 1943 in the district; 

(/) how many persons were vaccinated during the years 1942 and 1943 
in the said district; and 

(g) how many persons were apiwinted for this purpose — 

(A) by tne Government, and 

(B) by the District Board of Ilangpur? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
dalaluddin Ahmad): (a) The figures are US follows; — 

Attacks. Deaths. 

1942 ... 2,186 1,638 

1943 .. 13.526 8,312 

(b) 141,658 i)er 80 iis were inoculated in 1942 and 373,720 in 1943. 

(c) (^A) Ten doctors were apfiointed at Government expense for anti- 
epidenuc work in the district in 1942 and 3 Subdivisional Health Officers, 
12 Medical Ofiiceis and 14 Sanitary Assistants during 1943. 

(B) Four Medical Otficers and 91 temporary Health Assistants were 
appointed by the llistrict Board for inoculation work during the year 1943 
and none during the preceding year. 

(d) Population of the district is 2,877,847 according to the Census of 
1941. 

(e) The figures are as follows: — 

Attacks. Deaths. 

1942 229 94 

1943 ... 2,263 706 

(/) 304,566 persons were vaccinated in 1942 and 267,817 in 1943. 

(g) (A) As at (c) (A) above. 

(B) 169 vaccinators were appointed by the District Board during 1942 
and 427 during 1943. 

DaliiiiiUtiOfi of oonstituonoioi of tho Giotriot Board of Tippori« 

22. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state— 

(a) when the election of the District Board of Tipi>era was due; 

(b) when the election of the District Board of Tipi)era will be held; 

(c) what is the reason of the election of District Board of Tippera not 

taking place after it has been due ; 

(d) whether tne constituencies for the District Board of Tippera have 

been delimited; 

(e\ when the suggestions for the delimitation of constituencies were 
called for ; 

(/) whether the suggestions have been received from the District Magis- 
trate of TipfMra, from the Chairman of District Board and from 
the members of Legislature; 

(g) if so, when were th«y received ; 

(h) whether the suggeslions have been accepted ; and 

(t) if not, why the constituenciee have not \ma delimited so loagP 
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Tilt Hofi’Wt Khait Bahulur MMvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) To- 

wurds the end of the year 1941-42. 

(b) Towards the end of the year 19^-46. 

\c) Time required for the delimitation of constituencies for direct election 
after abolition of Local Boards. 

(d) Yes; notification has been published. 

(e) On the 26th October, 1940. 

(/) Yes. 

iff) In September, 1942. 

(h) The local officers’ and the District Board’s recommendations were 
accepted in substance with minor modifications. 

(i) Does not arise. 

Inoreast of faiiMiy alioioiiioe of Babii> Amiya Nath Roy, now lodgair in tho 
Dum Dum Cantral Ml. 

23. My. KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact — 

(i) that Babu Amiya Nath Roy of Tanrail, Mymensingh, at present 

lodged in the Dum Dum CSentral Jail, has sent several petitions 
to the Government praying for increment of his family allowance; 

(ii) that before his arrest he was practising as a Muktear in the Tangail 

Court and earning not less than Rs.lOO per month ; 

(Hi) that he was the sole earning member of his family consisting of 
about 12 members, all completely dependent on his income; and 

(iv) that he has been granted Rs.23 only per month as family allowance? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether his i>etition has been granted ; and if not, the 
reason therefor? 

TKe Hon*bifi Khwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (t) Yes. 

(ii) My information is that as a Mukhtear he was earning about Rs.30 
per month. 

(Hi) No. Only his wife and daughter were dependent on him. 

(o) (iv) and (b) An allowance of Rs.l5 per month was first granted to 
the prisoner which was enhanced to R8.23 per month under the latest liberal 
policy of Government and this has been further enhanced to lls.30 per month 
with effect from the 1st December, 1944. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the questioner ]^bu Khagendra Nath Das Gupta, 
a member of this Assembly, is lying seriously ill of typhoid at Rajshahi 
Central Jail now and this is about the 20th day of his illness ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not a supplementary question. It does not arise 
out of the question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is a very serious matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is another matter. You may make a statement 
after question hour. 

Mr. NlllllTHA NATH KUNDUa Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when this allowanoe was granted — ^whether from the date of arrest 
or from any later date? 

Khan Biliaiiur MOHAMMED ALIl First the security prisoner was 
given an allowance, as I have said, of Rs. 15 which was mis^ to Rs. 23, 
and then from December, 1944, he is getting an allowance of R«. 80. I 
oanaot give the date from which this miowanoe is being granted. 
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I Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that be has to 
jllintaiiL 12 members , does the Hon*ble Minister think it desirable to 
further raise the. allowance so that a suitable allowance for the maintenance 
12 members may be available to his family? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He has not got 12 memb^s. His 
family is a joint one consisting of 7 members of whom only his wife and a 
Htile daughter are his direct dependents. Besides this the family gets a 
regular monthly contribution of Ks. 120 per month from a brother vrho is a 
Munsif. 


AnpointnMnts in Jagat Kishore Destitute Home and Hindu Orphana0i 

KishoreganJ. 

24. Rai Sahib MtONOMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in tborge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state the number of appointments 
that have been made for the Kishoreganj Jagat Kishore Destitute Home and 
the Kishoreganj Hindu Orphanage, showing separately the number of them 
that are — 

(i) Caste Hindus, 

(ii) Scheduled Castes, and 

(nV) Muslims. 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): The information is furnished belotv — 



Caste 

Scheduled Muslims. 


Hindus. 

Castes. 

Kishoreganj Jagat Kishore Destitute Home 

. . 

1 9 

Kishoreganj Hindu Orphanage 

1 

7 


(Further supplementariee to *178A held over from 19th Deoemberi 1944.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, this (juestion relates to the lady 
assistants and officers of offices of Controller of Rationing, Calcutta, and in 
the presence of my leader and others the Chief Minister did promise in the 
Assembly that he would be prepiired to hold a conference in camera in bis 
room or elsewhere to emjuire into these allegations and if found true he 
would take necessary steps. May 1 now enquire once more before the 
supplementaries are asked if Government even at this late hour are prepared 
to act up to that assurance. If they do, I will not proceed with the supple- 
mentaries. 

Tho Hoii*bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: If the ilon'Me Chief Minister 
has given assurance he wdll certainly carry it out if it brought to his 
notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER. It stands over now. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: All right, Sir. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to vHikh orml answer was given) 

Allmvanoe to the famines of soourity pHsonefs. 

Site JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAdUMDAR: (a) WUl the 

Hon* hie ‘Minister in charge the Home Department be pleased to state-^ 

(i) whether security prisoners Babus Manaah Qobinda Sen, Kalidas 
Chakravurty, Sachindra Moban Lahiri, Biresh CSiandra Chakra^ 
varty, Bibhuti Bhusan Bhattacbarya, Badha Raman B]iatta<dLar^'a, 
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Tarak Na^ Das and Hemania Enmar Nag, all belonging to 
Eajsbalii district, have apjdied to tbe Qoyemment for the grant 
of family allowances ; 

(n*) whether the security prisoners referred to in (a)(t) were the sole 
earning members of their families ; 

(tit) whether each of the security prisoners Babus Manash Gobinda Sen, 
Kalidas Chakravarty, Sachindra Mohan Lahiri and Biresh Chandra 
Chakra varty used to earn a^ut Es. 100 per month; and 

(iv) whether security prisoners Bibus Bibhuti Bhusan Bhattacharya, 
Eadha Raman Bhattacharya, Tarak Nath Das and Hemanta 
Kumar Nag were earning not less than Rs.GO per month each? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (i) is in the aflarmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state if any action has been taken on those petitions? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of adopting the 
“liberal policy” as stated in the Government’s Press Note issued in N^eem- 
ber, 1942, in these cases? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of granting family 
alowances to the abovementioned security prisoners ? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi (on behalf of the Hon’ble KhwaJa Sir 
Nazimuddin): (a)(0 Yes. * 

(n) Babu Bibhuti Bhusan Bhattacharya is not a security prisoner but 
a restrictee and report about his family circumstances from local iifficers is 
being awaited. Babus Manash Gobinda Sen, Radharaman Bhattachaiya and 
Tarak Nath Das were sole earning members of their family while the others 
were not. 

(in) Yes, only the first three. Biresh Babu had an income of Rs.dO only. 

(iv) Yes, excepting Babu Tarak Nath Das whose earning did not exceed 
E8.46 only per month and Babu Bibhuti Bhusan Bhattacharya who is not 
a security prisoner and the rejiort alnnit whom is still being awaited from 
local officers. 

(b) and (d) Family allowances ^ve lieen sanctioned in all the oases 
excepting the case of Babu Bhibhuti Bhusan Bhatlacharj^a which is now 
under consideration. 

(c) The policy as stated in the Gavernment's Press Note issued in 
November, 1942, is being followed. 

(o) Does not arise. 

(Mr. Charu Chandra Roy rose to put supplementary question on *76.) 

Mr. BPEAKER: No more supplementaries now. The time is over. 
Supplementaries may be asked next day. 

The House stands adjourned for 15 minutes for prayer. 

(The House was at this stage adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Enquiry ragtitling tlM httitli of a security prisoner. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA BANYALs Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, may I take 
this opportunity before the business of the House has begun to make an 
enqui^ through you of the condition of the security prisoner, Sj. Ehagendni 
* Nath Dos Gupte, a member of this House, who is reported to have been lying 
seriotisly ill in the Rajshahi Central Jail ? It is reported that he is suffering 
from typhoid and this is the 2(Hh day of his ailment, and we are all anxious 
to know what the position is. 

Mr. DEPUTY iPEAKERfi Eban Bahadur, can you give some 
infonnation? 
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Sir. The security prisoner 
Khftendra Nath Gupta is suffering from enteric fever. He has been 
trailArred to the Sadar Hospitol at Rajshahi, and, as a special concession 
his %ife has been permitted by Governmentr-^orders are being issued to that 
effeob— to interview the security prisoner daily in the hospital. He is suffer- 
ing Itom fever, and as regards his oohdition, it is not possible to say whether 
his condition is critical, grave or serious. 


CeiMral OisGussioiis on the Budget. 

Srijut ASHUT08H MULLICK i f?; 05^ 

vrsT ^ 'qiiko-eMlcb ^ I ^ csrsm f^- 

^ 1 ^otwus ?’sr i f^: cs^, "<t¥T?r. »ntir ! ^ fsRtwf^ 

c¥i^ »rt<r'¥®i fV^n »iT?r hi i nfito ntffir 
vnr m rh? ^ nv e rr H i hr hi, <jjch hi 

^ ^HHT %HI Ht^^WfHHRH!, HJ^ WlTBO 

’IkH HI, ^HHHT Hmn HTH^ CH fmTft CHtHHlft (TfRift HFtHTll HfHl cfCH HmH 

4HH CHR HF<n hR. m ^ TOSH f^RTH CH «ffw 'HtT^ VS^ ff%H Htl, HI HR H<R 
RH ^ m, WT cH CH fV R m \f%HrH fw'n h^hi mwtm wut^ Rnm 
HlcO^ I HR ^HH 5TCH WHHtHtRHH #!fHll HI RH MH H¥H[ HTHfClrf* HT^ bfTHH 

IfTHH HffC^. RHH ?R5 C'HUS RH RH HllffH — ^T hRh HH'hR 
RRH Hn:w^-RR7 I RH-fT C-JfWfr HVtlHl¥ >i]H HRT CHt^t HtHTV R1 RH HI I 

CHTH^ JIHH HH Rr^^lT CHR CRl HR, €R1 CH m CR, CHHRH HtH CHHTTH HfR 
HR I ! HH^f HRt^ »4HfH CH tJ^HR RtRH HRCH5 HI HRC^, Rt 

HHrR Ht^Hl HHHfCHH ^hThcH Ito HI fRT5^ HRl Ht^HR 53[ RH CR f 

VHl: HR! HTtHl CHRi oqrHFHTlH -HltTH HH , tjiRR Hf^ iftHTHH ^f«RR 

H^t'trRTR C^H Hmr HR! cimf RtHR cR -H-rtTH HTS^tH fH-m CHTW HR RH 

fH%1^ »THnHI RH HCH I dRRRfRHH ^TOTHH HtH RSf HI 

c-rrm hr -H-miH ^ri-ht o^HtrHi TOtfR i chtih •vm «fT%TrQ fH^fHHn hIRo^ 

CHSfCH HTIH IhTH HRRTIh HRRH ^CT5 HTHH VH HkHR RifH, HtTHH Hf^ 

•sm <lfHR H^ RH RH HI, ^ ^RfHRW ^TtCH TTR f%H1 HHl HR HI | 
^n'CHt^^nsR «rRRH HR5RT5-tr^ ^[RWOT HR CHIH HiywR CHRflO R^ 

RH I H^l HRR HHHI ^*RtH CHHt^ HHRCfH I f%fH ^tffRf 

t[HH ^H^H ^ fHR HHR fHHTl H^ Htf^T HTsR WRT HH hR, RrH TO 

H^ HHR, CHRHFH hRcH 'HHTRf^ Ht^ ¥HR CStl HTRIRH . CR^ RT, TOH* 

■ffHPTH^ HHHHR-HflR, HRTRHR CHHH JWRTlHH HRTfl tRR HHR 

CSHIh HHHTR fsRT^H HR^ HR-RHTR flWR HRT! WVt RHH fWHI CW WfUH T HfRR 

SlR^ tfHFtTR RftpR*^ RH CHT^^TOT ^HRHH W TOT HR7 fe’SH^K H-jT®] qrHTO 

R1 RHI'TT^ RH ^kHH CHF HHTS TOT T HHl HRWT ^fl HCH, HHC^ HI CffH 

^ f^rttciw Stoichh ^ . 455 RR hthttohryh rhIh^ h^st^ 

fR vi, attfro, rr, ^ Htijl. cron, 4 hf^ hh ^hh f^, rsr ^ *RTe 

fH«!RR TO HtRH TOfWH fHCTORR, HTtfTO, HRCH-HWH HHfPH fTOH Bengal Weekly 

“HtRfRHRl”, “TOIH” RHRRai HRTO5 RftHSH fTOT eiTyH ¥1R IBTOfTO HRl Wl»r% 
TOHH I ^RHl HF4 RTlH RH HfHRl ^fpTH fH^f^ fnf^ fHOft^ TOR HTTOt^fH RH | 

TOR TOt^ WHHm fHRflTR Hffe TOHI^ nil HHm TOR f1«: RTO HtCTP- 

-jf^TO’t HTOHifH RRR fWtlRRH. HRl RTf TOtTO TO yfiCH, IRHITOH 

♦jt^HR HIRR ftWR H*TOH I tft^HR fRH¥ TOf^HI-O tfWf HR^R I Rif 9Hf|TO 
HH5HTO HtfTO TO “HH| TO *R?" “^HHTO ^TOPf", ^ HHRICHI^ TWj*™ Wf 
Hf^CHH HTOtHHlft RffrH ^^ffTORl TOl RyfRH aH:*!^® Htei^l WTOHRI HtH i 
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«rHlf «(f5CT( c^r^itfffwrt ini €Bn fki *ttmi 

w I ^ ?fi ♦ftr? wtwpf \ ’pnrtcw 

I V*f C«ff¥ 4f W3fl 

s?i f^T»r f¥|3(tij 'i^pn^r ^ • ’ftysn witch ^itcwrti W¥ ciTw'^fwt^ tot 
f% ni I TstHprt^ !ftc«r P i' f itfro ^iRiisfj !fiTi ^ wtci? 

W( I ▼«T5tf3r 1w »n7H arw H tPEf® ^31^- 

▼tcjf *rra Ihci Prf%«rt's to ^situr croif^ i 4^ c’r^ Pifiw^ 
5P5 <IHt^ TOf I V^ fHtaf % TO «RW TO ^tTOC^ !fC*n 41i»t 

c»ft5% ^ ^ fVi 4t TOtc? m ^csr 

TO ¥fir I cTORr 4t ?TO5 ^’c^r, wr, «?Itow ^ 

jfTOnr f%f% tots ?'c^, cto ^mfir, T^nr ^ csif^ i ^n ^ptrsR, ^ 

TO CITHTH C5^1 I CTOT tpntTO fro ^ltTO7 T5T^ 

f^TTO TOI ^"TfTTO TOT, f5?«rh5 HtTO? CTO-HJtJc*f? CTO f^firs 4^ 

iTf^ ft’rtTTO 4fTO fV TO irffef W TO cn^ fH TOT I 

^rtTOi TOm ’TJT, ^trot^ tpipi ^:<r ^ro ^ i 'ir^fro, 

fro spf T ?rt<n stt I ¥4ifv^ 'fB ™ i 4 fro cro tpft^ 

m TOt^r t?Nf wJTf^, w« ^¥#1 ?tcT5 ^9TOff ^Jfts to I Tt^sn 

TOW ¥fV¥ 1^ Hit'S ¥tc"it»!^, H’rrptN, c=ft^i^ !f^f^ <if^TOr jits c^i'^ ^ic^ 5 ¥i TOt^ 
CS^l ¥CTO, '3H 5tTO c^ c^O CT3CTO, ¥*Prni-¥TO ¥CTO I ’THI ^f^STiJ-TOSt? TO«l'iI ^ 

TOTH C¥t^ ^tpSTtf^ ^HTH 4H' TOH TO CTtH PtfTO ¥T«T' HH I 4^“ H #T5 tTjfH 

tpTO^ tpj'S HTOI I TOTTO HT^^ HHTO jp^jl JiqtTOH <>TC^ 4TO^ TO 

5C«n:^ I T5tt CH TO «fk «ifiw i froH *flkc¥t ^tfro hTto HtHf?. hi? cHT'ifrsi cnt tst? 
TO? HC1T¥? HTHH^T ?1 TOT? C¥T?T? f Hf?S TOI-ITHCH TSTITCH TOTC?? 

4TOr? TStC^n CTOt TO¥^t% TO? ¥tCf? TOT ?CTO ^5?^ *tCl? TO 4r¥?^TO TO 

HR! crortl c^ HtTO I CTO^ ¥4 t? Tki^t? ¥^^i ?kT? ^I1 j*( TOsTi'snr? ^ftkrs ¥f^>r$ '3 fs?i- 

pf?® I ?fHS <jf?^t? ¥? C?^ TO? 4¥TS?¥1 IfT? 51® ef?t® St? Ht^STl 

»i?¥Trf? ?fsnr^^ ?tj HTt^tfc? ‘TO^h’ flw?*&i vj^rrs st? hi j wto ¥?i 'cstcH? 

CSC? CSTCH? ^f*fC¥ T^T?! ¥ff®f??f "psi ¥C?H I ^Sfil ?T*H1 ??¥fC?? ?fs??S? ?|^ ¥T?«Tt®rf? jHHtSH 
Htik ^c? SC® «rf? Iff ¥<.?? I ?C5 R ?® 'shr to m ’fc® hi i 4 

Utin sc® TOr^cH ?m?« ?TO hch ?® ctnsi ?? 1 tjto «rk ^r?f? 1 «frf^ ^1 

¥C?H, STOtC^f? ?HTO I 

'5^IC?? ’t? ?^f%r¥? <?? ^rs’f, ^"pni TOfn 4?H fV ?fc?-5l¥lc® ®t®l 

HTC^TQ HI CTO?T? f¥? Hf^ | ¥5 ?r?5tC?? ^ 4® CH^ft C? 4¥^ 4f^ TOT^ 5^#? TO- 

?*n I ®fTO *f®C®T 5TTO5? CSC? TOoTO? ?1#fel TO 4TTO ’?®C15 ?? I 

C? CTO TOC«f^ ?6¥ Hl'?fs? ?TO? 4^ ^fTStlTO ?TM^ ^H? ?RT cTO? WTC?? 
TO CTO CTO T5??l HI CTOs HTOTO; CTO TO? ^J5H ¥? HTO* fTOl ^pTOl. ^ 
tJTOi CTO tfTO ¥C?H Ht^ I TSHtfH ?1Wl41 ?RHt?T?«f HTtHrS TOCt H®^ TO *fC ®CS I TOfCH® 
T5? H TO® ¥tTOTSCI? 5#t®TO ?lt ??M? TOTOS ¥? ® t ?¥ 4 f? \ i> ?tTO? jf H TO 4® 
SfH f^fTOc?? TOTO TO CTO 'WTO TO HTOT tjTO ¥C?H I TOTS ??T5 ?1 ?llCH Hf? 

TO 4?; TOTO CTOtf% cm? TOCTO fTO, HtTOfl WTOfHlTO? ^TO ^ ?tTO HI I TO?® CTOl- 

TOt ?mPiT8 ^ TO-fror tots to i ^ Tjicm t?; »ra4 mf?, f^fn c?h ttn 

?TOH hi TOIH I 

Rii HAREHDRA NATH CMUHHURI: Sir, in rising to speak at 
this late stage of the Budget diseussion, it may not be possible lor me to 
say muoh ^at is hew. Howeyer, I propoee to deal with &e hnanoid state- 
ment in my own way. Neyer before, Sir, a Budget which carries wiili it 
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its own condemnation and which looks like an inventory in an insolvency 
proceedings, has been presented with such an absurd note of self- 
complacency and even self-congratulation. 

Now, Sir, in presenting the estimates for 1945-46, the Eou*ble Mr. Tulsi 
Chandra Goswami has given us their, i.e., the ministerial, ^'estimates of 
the two years’ working” — the two years to which we can find a near parallel 
by travelling a century and three quarters back to the beginning of British 
rule in Bengal, viz., to 1770 and 1771. What strikes one however it that 
the parallelism does not end with mass suffering but extends to revenue 
matters as well. Warren Hastings said that in 1771 the year following 
the great Bengal famine of 1770 revenue collection was the largest since 
1768 and in the statement of the Hon’ble Mr. Goswami wo fina that in 
194^1-44 and 1944-45 the maximum receipts of pre-famine years have been 
easily exceeded or are certain to exceed. New taxes apart, if taxes on 
income increased from a little over 2 crores in 1942-4d to the neighbourhood 
of 4 crores in 194d-44, Land Revenue goes beyond 4 crores. The advance 
of Other Taxes and Duties fn»m one and a half crore in 1942-4d to near 
about 3 crores in 1943-44 i.s nothing in comparison with the triumphal march 
of Excise from 2^ crores in 1942-43 to more than 4 crores in 194;f-44. Has 
the Russian Vodka such a success U> its credit as our country spirit wdth 
the aid of whisky has so easily wonh It has greater triumphs in store 
inasmuch as the Finance Minister has announced, not merely in “Imiad 
outlines” but with broad smiles, that it promises to yield in the current 
year, as we correctly surmi.sed before but they left unsaid, a revenue much 
more than the total receipt of 1942-43 and 1943-44 together. A unique 
performance indeed for a revenue head, but it is a record which is going to 
be surpassed in 1945-46. If a nation cannot be fed and clothed, it must be 
drugged and doped. 


As Mr. Goswami bus never suffered from any weakness of orthodoxy be 
has thought it fit to begin his .statement not by thanking God for the relief 
due to better crop in n44 but by accusing the hostile critics and ajipro- 
priating all the thanks to himself and his eolleagues for “careful plaiining 
and effective execution of the three-fold programme of production' procure- 
ment and distribution of food” and by advertising that “Government have 
been able to redeem this pledge that there shall be no famine in HM4”. He 
however conveniently forget^ the promise that he and his colleagues parti- 
cularly the Minister of Civil Supplies, made on tlieir UHsiimj)tion of office, 
about 1943. Who does not know the assurance that was repeatedly given 
to the people doomed to die by millions echoing tlie bnieaiicrat ic lie that 
there was no deficit, no dearth of food in Bengal in 1943 and that only the 
drive against hoarding would emsure plenty of food for all!' The men on 
whose shoulders lies the responsibility of sending famished millions to their 
grave between July and December, 1943, should not at least be so devoid 
of all sense of shame as to brag about their performame in 1944. What 
again J.s Ibe performance of 1944 the year that opened wilb an oiiMurn of 
103 i>er <'ent (,f winter rice crop!" Although they carefull> fdaiined not 
to have record of deaths due to starvation in the miifussal, the number of 
destitutes that were reported in the censored press to have ditui in the 
Calcutta bospital.s in the months of 1944-45 was (piite large to make any 
Goveniment feel a^amed that is of course alive to human suffering, /f 
there has been no Famine in 1944-45, not to sj>euk of 1944 why upon revi- 
sion the original e.stimate for famine relief in 1944-45 has had to lie 
increasHl from 261 to m lakhs. Is it to relieve the henchmen and the 
proteges of the Government? What again is a famine if not scarcity of 
evenpf the scarcity be due to high prices beyond the purchasing miwer 
of the millions among the masses? Could auyboilv truthfully sav that the 
price level- of the fpodfrroini. in I9«.45 did -ink hw to make them 
available to all the six and a iiifarter crores of people exoeptiiiK the 18 lakhs 
Fho were -old foodgrains at reduced rates? For a Finance Minister to 
17 
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fortf6t all these and say that there was no famine in 1944 was mere balder- 
daim inspired by an avidity for self-praise. As regards the alleged claim 
of effective execution of the three-fold programme of “production, proc^e- 
ment and distribution” it is a claim as unfounded as the story of elimina- 
tion of famine-conditions. Take the basic question of production. 
Hundreds of acres reclaimed by water-hyacinth barricades, hundreds of 
acres, again, of railway side land cultivated, manures supplied to stockists 
at 29 important centres, stores established at district and subdivisional 
headquarters, all might have constituted successful operations indeed but 
unfortunately the patient died and instead of more food less was produced. 
The final forecast of autumn rice crop for 1944-45 says : — 

According to the District Officers’ estimates the autumn rice is to yield 
an outturn of 82 per cent, of the normal this year against % per cent, last 
year. The gross outturn of Bhadoi autumn rice for the province is esti- 
mated at 2,o^W,d00 tons this year against 8,041,d(K) tons last year”; and 
the second, i.e., the latest forecast of wunter croj), the stafile foodgraiu of 
the province, says: — 

“According to estimates the jirovincial outturn works out to 84 per cent, 
of the normal against 101 and 103 per cent, respectively in the corresponding 
and final forecasts of last year. The gross yield of the crop is estimated 
at 7,093,500 tons this year against the estimates of 8,3-Tl,800 and 8,528,100 
tons respectively in the corresponding and the final forecasts of last year”. 

Thus notwithstanding all the additional staff and experts, notwith- 
standing all the fanferonade about the (jrow-More-Food camjmigu we shall 
have 1,473,300 tons less rice to feed our famished milliiins this year. That 
is the upshot of the great campaign for more production. 

But careful has been the plan and successful the execution, it is alleged, 
of the procurement programme. But with what objective, jiray, (iovern- 
ineni undertook the sained Surely not to trade on its own aeiount on 
forced levies secured at dictated price nor to allow* purchased grains to rot. 
The idea in the first place was to build up reserves of ioodgrains for relief 
and, next, to bring down the abnormal and exorbitant |)ricesy Beserves 
were of course built up but relief was meant more toi the (iovernment 
establishments and the employees than for the famine-stricken. Reserves 
again were so built up that but for militar\ help they could not move. 
They were so built up again that rice went "oft the market at many places 
for months on end and instead of stablization of price'^ exorbitant and 
fantastic prices ruled the markets all over Bengal and particularly in the 
eastern districts so much so that like the blackout of the news of deaths due 
to starvation the blackout of reports of exorbitant prices of rice had to be 
secured. 

Then again what greater evidence of careful planning of procurement 
operations can be met with than that furnished by the following figures 5 

J»43-44, l»44-45. Total. 

I.AkhR. Lakhs. Lakhs. 

Budgot deficit on revenue aocount 303 11,34 14,37 

Los* on the purchase of foodgrains . . 350 13,14 16,00 

It .is apparent that our budget deficit during the two years, the last and 
the current, are not due to “Famine” expenditure proper nor even to Civil 
Defence but entirely to the huge loss sustained on the purchas of foodgrains. 
In fact thse losses have been more than our deficits by nearly 253 lakhs. 
Next ye$r the alleged carefully pknned procurement operation is expected 
to occaaipB a further loss of 554 lakhs, apparently three crores less than the 
total miliiuated deficit of 859 lakhs but larger loss on “final adjustment’' 
my be trusted to do the trick of equalising the two figiu'es. The ineflS- 
ciency, the mismanagement and the mishandling of the nation’s food . 
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resources that these losses, never properly estimated or accounted for and 
in respect of stocks never proj)erly checked or verified, losses that ^row in 
the dark, only to be adjusted out of time, in other words to be written off 
the books, represent the plairue spot of our budjifet. It is said, “these 
losses are due in the main to sale of foodgruins to the public at prices below 
those at which they were |)urchased and to devaluation of Government 
stocks as a result of progressive statutory lowering of price levels". If so, 
thevse losses could be specifically and definitely accounted for. and the budget 
of the relevant head should not have been the least communicative. Other 
provinces such us the United Provinces have created what is culled the 
Supply Schemes Stabilisation Fund for the purpose of meeting smh losses, 
but in Bengal we hear instead of “the other contributory factors like 
damaged stocks and loss in transit" resulting in further losses unspecified 
and unaccounted for 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: It is the Ministrs Stabilisation Fund 
in Bengal ! 

Rai HAREMDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: So long as our budget 

presents such a dark and dirty pit, only the pronuders t»f the present 
Ministry which has taken the advice of helping themselves mueh too lite- 
rally may plead for sympathy ft»r BengaTs hudgetury position, hut decent 
men may have reason b) feel lieHitunt. 

Mr. Gladding seeing that the Bengal budget lias run to ruck and ruin 
with its huge recurring deficits and mounting unproductive debts has 
thought it fit to atta('k the Niemeyer Award and the (Vntral Government’s 
attitude towards Bengal. Against the profuse thunks of the Bengal Finance 
Ministers uttered with due “humility" and “donning the weeds of woe" 
for "('oinpa^siiuiale grant.s", Mr. Gladding’s vigorous jirotests in shining 
armour furnish an enjo>ahle contrast indeed. Since the Mar(|uess of Zetland 
as Lord Honaldshav started protesting against tli^e Meston Award from the 
gubernatorial chair in Bengal we have not .seen the Uentre > itd«l except 
doling out compassionate grants on occasion nor any awarding Knight U) 
see the justice of Bengars case and come to her aid. In the circumstanccH 
the con.sistently reckless budgeting of the Muslim League Government of 
Bfmgal and the rake’s progress in which it has been indulging ail these years 
with the annual congraiulations and repeated benedictions of the Kuropeun 
group are something more than matters of regret. A province has been 
deliberately landed in financial disaster through treasonable improvidence 
and a fair measure of it can be taken if we rom|>are for example the 
budgetary jierfonnance of Bombay and Bengal since IffW-df) uji to I94.d-44. 
Bombay budget for 194*'>-4fi not being available up till now' I am sorry I 
have not been able to gather the actual or the revised figures for 194446. 

1938-39. Bombfiy. Bengal. 

Lakhs. Lakhn. 

Revenue .. .. 12,44 I2,7fl 

Expenditure .. I2,7» J2,76 

-35 Nodedoit. 

13,14 14.31 

12.83 13,71 

+ 31 -f-mT 

Then cornea the turning of the tide — 

1940-41. Bombfty. Bengal. 

Lakhs. Lakha. 

14,48 13^ 

13,60 14,46 

+ M loT 


1939-40. 

Revenue 
Expenditure . . 


Revenue 

Expenditure 
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lMl-42. 

RoviMiue 
Expenditure . . 


16.86 14.94 

15.25 15,60 


-f-161 -56 


1942*43. 

Bevenue . . • • • • 19,70 16,46 

Expenditure •* •• 17,78 16,79 


-fI92 -33 


It must be remembered that this year of the smallest deficit for Bengal 
was the year when the Fazlul Hua, Coalition Ministry was in power. Then 
come the revised estimates for 1943-44 — 

1943*44. Bombay. Bengal 

Lakhs. Lakhs. 

Revenue . . . . . • . . 23,87 21,34 

Expenditure . . . . . . . . 22,24 32,53 

-fl63 -11,19 

The figures show that while Bombay starting with deficit has consistently 
built up surpluses, Bengal with no deficit to start with has throughout 

f illed up deficits in spite of all improvements in her revenue receipts. While 
arger revenue in Bombay has meant more and more surplus, greater 
service to the people, larger provision for development, less burden of debt 
or debts productive, in Bengal more taxes and receijits have meant more 
deficits, more extravagance, multiple employments, enlarged departments, 
greater waste, growing debts and debts unproductive. And our good 
Finance Minister now wails in his simplicity that Bengal has no large-scale 
irrigation projet^ts or hy<lro-ele(*tric schemes which create additional natonal 
wealth but have on the contrary “the dead weight” of an appalling unpro- 
ductive debt “which has i5o counterpart in any of the other Provinces, 
large or small”. Yet the total revenue receipt of Bengal this year or in 
the next is expected to be 29 crores where it was only Id crores in 19-]8-d9. 
It is a lie to say that Bengal has not raised or produced sufficient money 
to finance her normal needs and even her essential developments. If her 
revenue has been frittered away or found unequal to the present extra- 
ordinary burden, not of her creation, and she has been reduced to 
baukrupti'y, the responsibility is not of the people but of her Government. 
But in her present budgetary position for her Finance Minister to talk 
glibly of ensuring “ampler scope to emergent life” is a cruel mockery, when 
we see on every side tlie harrowing march of resurgent death. (Applause 
from tile Opposition benches.) 

Mr. d. R. WALKER: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, in the diflScult cir- 
cumstances of the Province, the task of the Finance Minister is not a 
pleasant one. He cannot expect congratulations, but if. Sir, he takes us 
fully into his confidence, if he explains to us fully how the deficits in the 
present budget have occurred and satisfies us that they are unavoidable, 
and if he satisfies us that he has explored every possible avenue of meeting 
these deficits, he is entitled to our sympathy and co-operation in meeting his 
difficulties. 

Now, Sir, as my honourable friend has just said, undoubtedly the main 
item in these revenue deficits is the loss on food transactions and the 
expenditure on the Civil Supplies Department. Together they account for 
no less than 16i crores of the etpenditure in the current year and more than 
8 crores expenditure in the coining year. As regards this expenditure, the 
Finance Minister has a particularly heavy responsibility to discharge. 
Government are conducting a large-scale business in food-grains and other 
commodities. The Finance Minister is the Chairman of the Board, of 
Directors and we, Sir, are the angry shareholders. We want to know, Sir, 
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how these losses have occurred. We expe<*t the Finance Minister to give us 
full details and show that these losses were unavoidable, that every thing 
possible was done to minimise them and above all we want to know the full 
extent of our losses in the future. The Finance Minister's explanation of 
these huge losses is contained in two sentences : “These losses are due in 
the main — I emphasise these words — to sale of foodgrains to the public at 
prices below those at which they were purchased and to devaluation of 
Government’s stocks, as a result of progressive stututorv lowering of jrice 
levels. But there are other contributory factors, like aamuged .stocks and 
loss in transit”. Somewhat mystified by this cryptic statement and still 
very angrj', we turn to the “Ked Book" and to the detailed estimates. The 
“Bed Book” is even more cryi)tic and my.stifying. I/t)88es and Civil Suf plies 
expenditure are lumped together with a number of other items under the 
sub-head “Miscellaueous” of the head “Kxtraoniinarv Chargt*s in India”. 
“Extraordinary Charges in India" which amount to no less than 18 (Tore* 
in the current year are contained in one page of the “Red Book” (extend- 
ing to 117 pages. In an extraordinary note it is stated that the hulk of the 
increase otTurs under loss on the sale of subsidised food t(» the public and 
separate figures are given for wheat and wh(*ut j>rodu(‘ts and other focul- 
^rains. There is a cai»ital account which is sup])osed to record the food 
transactions, hut this, Sir, in rn\ humble opinion, bears no resemldaiu'e to 
a proper trading account and gives us no information at all. We learn, 
Sir, however, that in addition to these los.ses there is the cost of supply of 
food-stuft's at cou(‘ession rates to Government employees estimated at nearly 
50 lakhs in the current year and 42 lakhs in the (‘oming year. We turn, 
Sir, to the detailed lU'counts in the “Blue Book" hut w'e find, Sir, that this 
gives US no details at all and merely repeats the lump sum figures of the losses 
under tlie head “Losses on sale of subsidised food”. Nowliere, so far us we 
can see, is any attempt made to explain bow these losses are made up. Now, 
Sir, we are asked to believe that these losses are due mainly to subsidised 
sale of food-grains and to progressive depreciation of jiriccs, but this is 
just wdiat w’e find hard to believe. We did not know', Sir, that Govern- 
ment had been subsidising the sale of rice and wheat products to the public, 
ex('ept under the head “Famine Relief” and that is separately accounted 
for. We did not know, Sir, that Government had been depreciating the 
i^tail prices of their foodgrains. On the other hand, we do know that 
Government rice has been selling in Calcutta and in other rationed areas at 
Rs. 16-4 per niaund during the jiust year, and we had always understood 
that this price fully covered (Government’s costs in the matters. In fact, 
Sir, it has been our grievance that, while Government’s buying prices have 
been progressively decreasing, (:Government’8 selling prices hav(* remained 
stationary even although for some time past open market retail prices of 
rice have in many areas fallen below’ the level of Rs. 16-4 jier mauud. In 
these circumstaii’es we are led to believe that the contributory causes, 
namely, damaged stocks and loss in transit, have played a larger part than 
the finance Minister has admitted. If this is so, then 1 can only say that 
It IS the duty of the Finance Minister to say so fully and frankly! We can 
understand that some losses were inevitable. We understand that the 
setting tip of a large storage and inspection organisation was a vast under- 
toking which took time, but we are surely entitled to a full explanation of 
how these losses are made up, and I trust that the Finance Minister in his 
replj will deal with this matter fully and frankly. Until this is done, we 
must remain very angry shareholders. 

The next (luestion I would like to ask is, do we yet know the full extent 
of our food losses and if so, has the full extent of our food losses been 
included in tbe case submitted to the Government of India for financial 
assistance^ If we do not know the full extent of our food losses, then I 
think it is up to the Finance Minister to say so. We are told by the 
Finance Minister that the existence of such large stocks in the possessiou 
of Government must necessarily raise important problems of disposal and 
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turning over of stocks. We are told that it has been decided in consul ta- 
with the Government of India to accelerate ofitake within the Province 
itself by suitable reduction of prices with a view to prevent deterioration 
throu^fh lon^r storage and to release sufficient storage space for the new 
aman crop. What exactly are the plans for accelerating o£h;ake by reduction 
of prices ami when will they begin to operate ^ Have the losses which will 
be incurred in the procedure of acc^ilerating offtake by reducing prices been 
taken into account in the Budget estimated What exactly has been 
included in the figure of dj crores which has been included in the estimates 
as the estimated Toss of food transactions? 

It is a long time, Sir, since we have heard anything from Government 
on their food policy and plans, and we had exj)ected that the Finance 
Minister, in view of the major part tjjat food expenditure plays in his 
Budget, would give us a general outline of Government’s food policy for 
the coming year. Last year, if I remember rightly, a Press statement was 
issued at the beginning of the year outlining the rice procurement policy 
for 1944. This year, there has been a disturbing silence, although wn 
understand that substantial changes both in procurement and in price j)bli(jy 
are contemplated. We hope, Sir, that the Finance Minister will remeily 
this omission and we hope, Sir, that we shall have a full statement from 
the H on'ble Minister for (^ivil Supplies «)i his ])olicy for 194-). 

Mr. Gladding has stres.sed — and rightly so 1 think — that this Province 
should be placed not only on an even keel but in an e(iual position with other 
provinces as regards post-war development. t)ne method that the Central 
Government can adopt to equalise the burden of \^ar and famim* conditions, 
is to increase tliis province’s share of the grants by the (’mitral (biwunment 
for post-war development. If, how(*ver, we an* to quality tor increased 
grants, or for that matter for any grants at all, there an* two essential condi- 
tions which, it seems to me, this province must tultil. Tin* first is that our 
post-war schemes must be eomjdeted and ready and the second is that we 
must have an ettieient administration eapable of (‘arrving out these si hemes. 
On the first eondition, 1 must express serious disajipointment at the apparent 
luck of progress in formulating post-war reconst riicl ion schemes diselosed 
by the Finance Minister's statement. At (he beginning ot .Ianuar\, Sir, 
the l^unning and Development Member ot the Government ot India 
announeed that tin* Fiiited Provinces and Bombay Governments had already 
submitted their plans for the first b-year period and those provinces who had 
not done so, were expected to do so hv the midille ot .January Since then 
the Punjab Government and po.ssibly other JVovineial Governments, have 
Bubmitted their plans. On the 10th of January it was announced in the 
Press that the Bengal Government proposed to sjiend Ks. 160 crores on a 
6-year post-w'ivr reconstruction plan, of which Ks. 60 crores had been assured 
by the (Vntral Government and Ks. 26 crores would he found by the Bengal 
Government from the provineial excluMiuer. The only information, how- 
ever, given us in the Budget vStatement is that a number of sub-committees 
of the Post-war Keconstruction Committee have been fixing targets for 
development of agrieiilture, edueation, industries, communications, health 
and housing and their blue prints will in due course be ready. There is no 
indication that the plan for the first 6-yeur period is ready or even nearly 
ready. On the other hand, answers to questions in this House have dis- 
closed that one of the sub-eomiuittees have not even met and another has 
only had one meeting. I ask the Finanee Minister to state definitely what is 
the position with regard to Bengal’s plan for the first 5-year period. When 
will this plan be submitted to ftle Government of India? Why is it that 
the Bengal Government whose need and whose claim for assistance is so 
much greater than other provinces have lagged behind the provinces of 
B<)mbay, United Provinces, and the Punjab? Are we to have a repetition 
of the position with regard to the Central Road Fund when grants lapsed 
because the Provincial Government could not produce completed schemes? 
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Hm BengaCs case for a larger share of the grants for [M>8t-war development 
been submitted to the Government of India? This is a very serious matter 
and I trust that the Finance Minister will deal with it fully in his reply. 

The second condition which I feel sure will be attached to grants for 
post-war development is the existence oi an efficient administration. 
Honourable memWrs who have read the Second Report on Reconstruction 
Planning of the Reconstruction Committee of the Executive Council will 
have noted the stress which is placed on the need for an efficient administra- 
tion as a limiting factor in planning and preparing for post-war develop- 
ment. It is stated in this Rejmrt with emphasis thnt “at a time when both 
the revenue and capital resources of the (’entre are likely to be uneoual to 
demands it will be essential to make grunts available only to such adminis- 
trations as are judged <a|)ablc of utilising them to good advantage.” A 
little later on in the same Report it is stated that very jonsiderahle increases 
will be necessary as regards both administrative and technical staff, and 
new services of specialised hramdies may have to be created. J would like 
to stress tin’s b(Mause honourable members havi* <‘ritieis«*d the <Teation of 
‘ Hew jK»^(s even in the long ncirlected Departmenls of Agriculture and 
Fi.slieries. 

This province has much leeway Xo make up. The finam ial limitations 
umb'i >\hich the j>ro\ince has suftered since the days of the Meston Award 
haM* j.n‘\cnte<i the (>xjiansi<»n et our a^lministrat ive machinery in accordance 
with the ^lovvih ol poimlalnm and the gnovth in the volunu* ot work. Our 
district adminisiiation lemains today in numbers and launposiiion very 
much the same as it ^^as in 1I»1-J. uhen the last Administration Committee 
vas appointed. Oui agiicultuial service has never been developed and is 
much ludow the standards of other provinces. The District Administration 
Comnnitce ot nconimcndcd that the disliicts (d Myinensingh. Midna- 

pore, Dacca and Rakargunj were too large for etiicituil administrathm and 
shfuild he iminedialely partitioned. The) als(» exjnessed the \i»*M that the 
partitioning of the districts of Earidniir, Tij^piua and ‘H^UParganas could 
not long he delayed and should he takem up as soon as circumstanceK per- 
mitted. N<*ne ol the,M‘ distnet.s have been partitioned and today the distrii't 
ot Myinensingh has a population of (> million, the district oi Dacca a popu- 
lation ot over 4 million and the district of Mitinapore a [lopulation of over d 
million. 'I’he main reason for not currying out the.se propo.sals was of course 
financial. The Meston Settlement in fon-ed the province to go in for 

retrenchment and proposals tor partitioning the districts were inevitably 
shelved although it is to be noted that the Swan Ketrenehnient Committee, 
in J9d2, exjiressed the view that any district with u pojmlatiun ot over 2 
million was too large for good administration. 1 have .stressed this point, 
Sir, because it seems to me that the first prineiple of good administration 
is that the unit of administration should he inaiiageahle and our districts in 
Bengal appear to me with a few exc^eptions to be <}uite unnianageahle. In 
this respect we are seriously hundicupped in relation to other provinces. 
For example, the United J’rovinces with a population of oo millions has nCt 
less than 48 districts as lonipared with Rengal with a population of 60 
millions and only 26 districts. Only one district in the United Provinces 
has a population of over *j millions and in the majority of the distriHs the 
population is about 1 million. 

Now. Sir, this question of an efficient admini.stration is nearly the 
fundamental prere(|uisite for development in this province and plans for 
reorganisation of the administration should, in our ofunion, he pla(*ed fore- 
most in our j)ost-war recxinstruetion plans. I am glad, therefore, to note 
the apiKiiiitmenl of the Rowland Committee and 1 am glad also to note 
the new and much needed attention which is now being paid to the Depart- 
4Qient of Agriculture and Fisheries. I would like to feel sure, Sir, that the 
report of tne Rowlands Comtpitiee will not m<^t with the same fate as the 
Report of the District Adminutration Committee in 191 'i. I would like 
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io b« assured, Sir, that the recommendations of the Rowlands Committee 
will form the first plank in the Bengal Government’s post-war development 
plan for the first 5-year period. If this is done, Sir, I feel sure that our 
claim for a larger share of the grants for post-waiadevelopment will receive 
favourable consideration. 

In conclusion, Sir, I would like to Express the hope that a comprehensive 
settlement with the Government of India will be reached at an early date 
and also to reiterate the hope expressed by Mr. Gladding that our claim for 
assistance has been fully and officially recorded in writing. The present 
position is demoralising. It is demoralising to members of the legislature 
who year after year are confronted with revenue deficits which this pro- 
vince cannot hope to meet and cannot be expected to meet. It is demora- 
lising to Government and the administration who are compelled b) go on 
spending money to meet the abnormal needs of the province without 
knowing from what sources the funds for this abnormal expenditure will 
come. It is not in this way, Sir, that this province will ai'quire that sense 

f responsibility to which the Finance Member of the Government ' 
of India referred in last year’s Budget discussion. 

Mf, J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr.. Dei)uty Speaker, the eco- . 
nomics of the budget has been admirably summarised by many speakera - 
before me, particularly by my friend Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri and 
by the Deputy Leader of the European Group, Mr. Gladding. Mr. (Gadding 
has shown the desperate position of Bengal as compared with other pro- 
vinces. He has pointed out the inadecjuacy of tljc assistance from the Centre 
and finally he has entered a strong plea for more generous assistance from 
that quarter. I have no quarrel with that plea. 1 would als(» join whole- 
heartedly in demanding more assistance from tlie centre to tliis war- 
burdened province of ours. I would in particular insist on getting the 
entire cost of boat reconstruction w'hieh has been necessitated by the foolish 
boat Denial Policy and the scandalous execution of it — now’ aii open secret 
as a result of discussion im the Central Assembly. 

Today 1 am going to deal with the politics of the budget. But before 
I do so, as one of the angry and inquisitive shareholders non-i)urticipating in 
the profits, I must refer pointedly to the huge trading losse.s in foodgrains, 
the details of which this House has not Wn confided with. People in 
Bengal feel strongly that the huge supply of foodgrains in the hands of 
Government has been mishandled, if not rais-used, and preventible waste has 
occurred. Foodgrains which should have been made available to feed the 
hungry and to save lives of the people lay stocked almost in the same way 
and in the same manner as the black-market profiteers hoarded their stocks 
in an insatiable thirst for undue profit while their unfortunate brothers and 
Mgtert; suffered from starvation and died before their very eyes. This House 
if •n'tiiled to know and demand details about— I am pointedly putting the 
questions so that the Hon’ble Minister (^n reply— details about firstly, 
(Entities of foodgrains obtained from outside us also procured from inside 
the province during the previous ^years ; secondly, the actual purchase rate 
and costs incurred for procurement showing separately the remuneration 
paid to purchasing agents of Government; thirdly, the costs for moving 
the supplies to and storage in places where these were sent; fourthly, the 
price at which foodgrains were sold to the public and to Government 
employes; fifthly, the quantity of deteriorated foodgrains and the sources 
from where these were received and where these were stored; and sixthly 
cauws for deterioration and whaL causes, if anv. were bevond the control 
of Government I insist upon clear replies to all these pomts. Unless and 
until these deUils are furnished by Government, thev can not complain if 
the people and their representatives in this House condemn them for their 
sinful inefficiency or even suspect their honesty of purpose ai 
action. Ch^ification on these points is also necessary for 
•oshgal public to b^k up the claims of this Government for 
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antifttance from the Centre. knows Uxat the belief of the Centaml 

Government of the bungling by this Government or of criminal waste of 
public money may not be responsible for the apathy that they are showinar 
towards this province? 

Sir, politically the budget represents an utterly bureaticratic outlook 
wedded to its inseparable mate complacency. Apparently in spite of all 
the positive and negative demonstration of the utter futility of bureau- 
cratic methods in combating an acute crisis, the Ministry still persists in 
that same method. 

We have had a lengthy dist|uisition on how the Government has tackled 
the manifold problems thul have brought misery, destruction and death 
in Bengal. The Finance Minister may exult at the second famine not 
having broken out in 1944 but he has failed to satisfy us that with a less 
fortunate crop situation the spectre of famine may not reappear again. 
The boastful claim of the Hon’ble Finance Minister that by careful planning 
and effective execution of the threefold programme of production, procure- 
,ment and distribution of food the Government has redeemed the pledge is 
wholly untenable and will not stand scrutiny. The Bengal Budget discloses 
^ an absolute w’ant of definite plan and programme of action except careful 
planning in one direction, namely, multi^ication of Government Depart- 
ments and lecruitinent of staff, high and low, and a few foreign experts but 
without any definite scheme for effectively utilising them. 

The salient features of the Government plan for inereasing food produc- 
tion are tirow More Fotnl s<‘henie, Fisheries Development scheme, liivestock 
Replenishment Scheme and Crop Statistics scheme. In all these schemes 
there is ()ne thing <‘ertain and that is that the Government wil not succeed 
in tackling any of these problems suceessfully. My reason for this certainty 
is not a prophetic vision hut the very method of taekling them, that is, by 
creating more and still more posts, bureaueratic method of executing them 
and their utter estrangement from the people. W^e find as a result»of this 
boastful planning and effective execution of the programme of production 
even according to Ooveniment the crop outturn is only H4 per cent, this year 
and one can safely assert that it is not more Ilian 80 jier cent. We all know 
that seeds were not available w’hcn required and the scheme of production 
was hampered due to want of co-ordination between the different Depart- 
ments of Government, particularly between Irrigation and Agriculture 
Departments. We also know that each district was allotted a lakh of rupees 
to be spent on small irription works to augment fmid production but only 
about five lakhs out of it was actually sjient w'hether properly or not we 
have yet to know. 

It is typical of the Government mentality lhat in discussing all these 
schemes the first worp' of the Finance Minister has been the difficulty of 
setting up the requisite Department. May I give one illustration and the 
supporters of more establishments will kindly note imduding the Leader 
of the Furopeafl Group? The Hon^ble Finance Minister has nientioiied 
amongst the schemes about distribution of specially designed Persian wheels 
mr irrigation. A glance at page -140 of the Blue Book shows that cost of 
Persian wheels are estimated at Rs. 62,000 but the costs of establishment 
for distribution are Rs. 48,000 in 1945-46 in addition to Rs. 29,0(KJ provided 
in the current year. Thus for distribution and demonstration of Persian 
wheels worth Rg. 62,000 establishment costs amount to Hs. 77,fKK). 

perhaps help. I do net find him here. He could 
have told us why Persian wheels proved so costly t<» Bengal finance. 

The Government has collected experts from New' Zealand and from 
England. A grand scheme has been set up for training up »300 additional 
persons for the Agriculture Department. The Government lEUids it difficult 
to get 12*3 new persons for the Fisheries Department. They have not con- 
sidered what little the 400 of 600 additional job holders can do. Sir, it ii 
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not a question of 500 persons, the problem is too big, for 500 or even 5,000 
Indian job holders trained in all the mysteries of Agriculture and Piscicul- 
ture to tackle. The problem is too big for them to tackle. Nothing short 
of 00 million Bengalees will be needed to solve this problem of adequate 
food production. The 300 additional men, the additional departments and 
the foreign experts working their br^ns to their fullest capacity will make 
little difference to the totS output of food in Bengal. It will not make 
any difference even if the Government subsequently set up another depart- 
ment to ascertain and remedy the causes which prevent the increase of food 
production in spite of the strengthening of the Agricmitural Department 
and so on ad infinif/um. 

What will, however, do the trick even with much less numerous staff’ is 
a trunk appeal to the patriotism of the people. Tell them in a language 
they tinderstaml that by growing more food they are fulfilling the patriotic 
duty of saving the province and the heritage which this province has 
received fnuu generations of her illustrious (children. Tell them that by 
growing more food they help to keep alive the burning urge for freedoni 
whi<'li is extinguished by the demoralising and disintegrating effects of 
famine and you will find a substantial increase in food production will 
definitely result. The same remarks appl^ to the otliei .schemes. Onc^ 
word about the Jjivestock Keplenishment Scheme. 3'he cattle jmrcliase loan 
has been an utter farce. According to a long ven(*rated and immutable 
practice, the (fovernment usually advance Ks. 21) oi thereabout'* as loim 
for the purj)OHe of cuttle. It has been nothing to them that cattle price" 
hav<* gone up to about Its. 200 to Ks. 3(M) a head and that the old scale ol 
loans are ridiculomsly inadeijuute. Practice is practici* and bun'ancia«‘\ i< 
bu reaueracy. This mucli about Grow More Food .scheme. 

Sir, the finance Minister has stated that tlie Kehdiihtati«)n Sclumie 
aims 5 ^t providing the more etiduring bmiefit." in addition to tlie short term 
benefits derived from the otlu‘r schemes. 1 can do nothing hettei' Uian to 
state some facts whi<*h ^\ill tell their oun stiuy. AiMMudiny to reliahlc 
statisticians one crorc ot Mcngalccs out oi (i crore and 30 lues were thrown 
out into the streets as a result of the famine. (H these, thanks t(» tlip ‘ffi- 
cieiicx of the .Ministry, 35 lakhs have perished. (>5 laklis are still lielpless 
destitutes. Of these 15 lakhs are rural artisans ami fishermen, 25,(MH) are 
school teachers, ariothet 15 lakhs are jreasants with small holdings and the 
rest uhout 30 lakhs are landless lalxurreis and poor miildle class families. 
Again, of the estimated figure of 80 lakhs plough cattle of this province 
20 to 25 per rent, have died or have heen slaughtered leaving a defiriem v 
of at least 10 lakhs it not 20 lakhs. The t-en laklis ot luui.ses will lone to he 
rebuilt and 30,000 big boats will have to be recon.strii(‘ted even without 
counting tlie small boats that need also be supplied. 

Can the Ministry even with all its .swollen head elaim that their Keh ihi- 
litatiou Sclieme provides for all the.se or even a bare fraction of these ? If 
you exainine the provisions for rehabilitation it becomes at once clear that it 
docs not touch even the fringe of the problem. The Ministry on the con- 
trary by its policy of drift is increasing the number of destitutes everv day. 
The stoppage of supply of yarn is swelling the number of tleslitutes 
amongst the haiidluom weavers in Bengal. The province is faced with an 
acute cloth crisis. The Ministry should have organised and augm^uiied ihe 
production at least of coarse cloth for the poor. 

There is a centre in the subdivision of ISarayanganj in the district of 
Dac<‘a called Buhurhut known as the Manchester of Bengal .where al t»ut 
40, (HM) haudloom weavers w’eave dhoties, saree^f and hintjces wdth coarse yarns 
whi(‘b supply the needs of the poorer section in the Hast Bengal districts. 
The Ministrj^ has shown a callous indifference towards them. I am sure ^ 
good supply of coarse yarn could easily be arranged if the Ministry sincerely 
mnd honestly tried. In this connection I may tell the House that at a 



1945 ] 


GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION, 


m 


eonfeience over yarn convened by the Minister of Civil Supplies the pro- 
prietor of a yarn mill in Benjral who producetl course yarns complaine«l 
tliat a heavy quantity of their course yarns were frozen but no arranjrenicnts 
for distribution of those bales of yarn were made, nor permits wei*e issued 
to send to Bihar where these were in demand. The next day a pafty offered 
to take those frozen coarse varn for helping these handloom weavers of 
Baburhat and another indigenous industry in writing to the Hon’lde 
Minister of Civil Supplies, as also to the Chairman of the Provincial 
Textile Board but no reply was received. Eventually it transpired that 500 
bales of coarse yarn have been permitted to be sent out of this pixivince. 
Being taxed about it, the Party was informe<l by the Hon’ble Minister of 
the Civil Supplies that he was making an empiiry into the matter but that 
enquiry hUvS either not been undertaken at all nor has been finished during 
the last d months. If after sucii hap])enings poor hand-loom weavers and 
the public feel that the freezing of yarns are done for some ulterior lienefit 
and not for the benefit of the ]»oor weavers will they not be justified 

Time at my disposal is limited, otherwise 1 could tell the House that 
the ( huh famine is ahso due to the failure and unwillingness on the part of 
the Ministry to ration whatever supply is availabb‘. My inforiuutitm is 
that though n(» cloth or saiees are availabb* in the shops there are in Bengal 
about 1(1. (MK) bales of (doth some frozaui and .some in the imnds of persons 
who are friendly l-o tho.v who enjoy the oonfidence (d (ht‘ T(*xtile Conilinis- 
eioner and the Minister of the Ci\il Supplie>. d'h(‘ constantly (dmnging 
and none too (l(‘ar p(die\ (d the Civil Supplie*^ Department in rt*gard to 
cloth and yarn is making the task (»t rehabilitation more and more ditHeult 
and adding to the iintidd miseries of the people. 

Sir. the rehabilitation work at pr(‘sent is [iroposed to be earri(‘d out 
through the rnion Hoards and the Ciride llfheers. We are painfully 
conscious that the Cnion Boards unfortunatel\ an* mostly comp(>sed (d S(df- 
fleekers who are more interested to please the (dn le OHieers or the Subdivi- 
sional (Mticers than to serve the peojile of the unions. This Ikmuiiik* dmiions- 
trably (leai during tamine relief work when the I'nion Boawls Mgimlly 
failed. This is one reason for the slow progress in rehahilitat ion work in 
this province. 

Unless a total effort of the entire population of this jirovinee is harnesseil 
it is impossible t-o make any [irogress in rehahilitation wmrk. If effective 
work is desired you must have a J’rovineial Board eonsisting of •cprescm- 
tatives of all parties and groups to handle this prohliun, and devise ways 
and means. You must have local committees coiisiHting of pojmlar and 
patriotic men approved by the Provincial Board to cxi'cute this work. The 
colos.sal task of rehahilitation cannot be left to jol»-holders and paid officers 
already over-worked and over-burdened. The iu.sk is too gnuit for them. If 
the present policy is continued rehabilitation w’ork will make no progress, 
but on the contrary the burden of debt on this province will go ori incr^'as- 
ing and the province will be crushed under this burden and all ho|K* even 
of future lehabilitation will be demolished. What is needed is (‘o-ordiwa» 
action, utniost public co-operation and a total effort but thin 
the Government have failed to do up to now’ for reasons best known to them. 

Before I resume ray seat, I would once more warn the Miuistr\ against 
their bureaucratic complacency. On reading the Budget one would feel 
that the Government believe that everything that should have been done, 
has been II anj'thing has been left to he done it is hecatise (d' the 

insurmountable obstacle to setting up the requisite department. F(»r them 
patriotism is a force that does not exist. Indeed conscious popular effort 
IS to them sometlung extremely dangerous. This attitude may please the 
Ministry' in office for some time, vet let me warn 
the Ministers that even if they disregard this side of the House there are on 
their side of it members whu place their country above salary -earning. If 
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the eitnation is allowed to get worse through their commissions and ommis- 
iions 1 doubt if our European friends will be able to heep them in office. 
So my advice to them is to give up the out-worn bureaucratic mentality. 
It will not serve you a bit even if you get together all the experts in the 
world to 'help you. Take the people into your confidence. Open the prison 
gates and let out the patriots who can inspire them and together let them 
work up all the schemes in the world that you can put forward and the 
success of all of them is guaranteed. You will find moreover that with a 
contented province and its people consciously supporting you, you will be 
able to disregard all vested interests and job-hunters and will keep your- 
selves in office with much less difficulty. In a word my advice to the 
Ministry is to echo a well-known proverb to the folk, thou dullard”. 
(Applause from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. PATIRAM RAY : vrvT*nr ! 

’tm «r 7 cv TOrt wfinnnpT, tot® 

tnt ^ cw I to 

cvtr^TO fro vro ^ 5 ^ 

Ytin m (?rr;?i ■ni’f 1 «rt, ^ 

wsfi, ^Tfwry < t \ tttj to 

TOT ^rt'Qvi ^ <7r €*t ’[jw to s i ^^ 7 <i ^«ti- 

▼r«r3 fviTOi tf? ft wfm fv 

firirffr^R 1 1 ^ «f^«5, tt'ssn toto 

TOtVTO ff TO ffrot I 

vflY ft-TOit? f«n wIto to snr cv f t ftro tot^wi w cTOnr— 

(i ) TOTO ft Ctt<f Sftt, TO (^) TO1 cttlf^ ^ffkt ^ ; TOWtft 

^-TOfWT ooTt WTO tnfT^ w, cw?! ti ft ^ ctPf ffro vtrv ^ 1 ^rftar 

wtft ti TOtrvf TO% vYt totw CTO TOTO frov tr^^n tot'cv^kr ft^ro tottot 

wfronR I feft to toti to cvtl trM ti tow^ ft w 5^ 1 

?t‘TO to cvfrof^-- 

J^85-8^ TO 80 Cftff 08 TO HO 5TTO, ^»8^-80 TO 8t (^lf CO TO ?TTO, 

5^80*88 TO CfTlP TO 6? TOtV, 5Jj88-8<i TO CWtf TO VTTO. 

5:>8a-86 TO CfTf^ 88 TO VfTO | 

c? a 'St TO cvtl, ^ TO<3 fct? *ff^t f ^ cttt cft, m) ^ vmv tor ^ 1 
5f8\!> TOV v35Ct TOY »!WfTft CVTO ^if^t CfTf^ YRH I CVTO TOI 

^ cftlY tm fjR tow fTftro 1 TOwt «rfv?n ^ cftft Ytto ?i;TO 

TOT (?H> wf^ vYtV I tro VTfr 5t CWTf YTTO CTOl -iJTO ’TTO TOTW sTtf^fTOf 

TOTC^ 5[TO CWR TOR WtWl dtYv ^ I *4^ VlYf^STS fV? CVTO Vt’TO CtSf^'l TOTO tfifW 
•ftw TO TO 5 TR ^ifTO ’jfm Sri i 

fTO CTOI CHr<r wfWT^ TO WTf^rCV CWttl ?tr5 T WTTO TOv] ^Vf VtTO 

Sto fTOR TO fro irfcTO TOP ^ TOi 5tTOf I viiY c<Ri cTOf wfes c’fcf TOttcts ^t'cvr*Sf 
TOW TO w^TOs cTOfYro tffwTf c’l fY or TO*n f^t'cro^Sv ft ^ citt WTO toTOi 
, ftiTCf , TO W1TO iTOi wffTS ?tcv I wirwY wmi wfim trf? cv, f t cv cro cvro 

ftcTO 'flw fRi ’^vTO TO^ wrro wfirm wiro utto ?trt, f Si to ^ 15 / ^jri * 

TOWl f'St'CTO^Sl TOVTO fVTOt TOT'TOTOf? TOTOl CTOTO fTOf cTO CWtf SfWl — 

88 f >^ 88-88 f S TOt’f ^ ^ ‘ 

TOTO TOIW CTO TOra Vtf 5^80 TOf TOf fwfTOI »88 TOf TOftf ^ 
fluflfi Win TO TO' TOwi wiwtf ft Tow toto wn ^ fifw TO f^wwiwi ftw tkw«w 
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^ I C 5 tii fTwiltfl rtro cgniti m i cw ww Nn f%f 5 rw%*R i >»88 
»!it«r ffwtiir ^ cfi^r cfwn wn Naw 

I ^ 5 *prcT 8 ciTTf^ *pi ^ ^ ^ cv!f r wf#t »acw*frn h¥i- 5 vDs^ 

^ wfntv^ I nvwH ffr wmt9t^ ?tu5 ^ Wm mmff ^prrm finpt 

fVf^c^ OTi ^ <f?r8 ^ I ^fTic^ sn <rfihn, uy g ^t cfi f*nrt 

5 t^ JTTOf? TO ^STfro ^^11 C¥Tt? CTO»rR T^VtCf '^fv C^I W^I 'TO 

TO n'Ti^ ^t¥l I 

’TTOif f^-sf TOITO 9tlt%T ^ 11 , f^^ftf^ irffl *flfhf^ ^-^TO 
w^fT, ^ ^^J^ ^ 'tJT? c*f^ii ?tc? ^fro i c?^ 

TO »n’T?ff 5 CTOH <19 ft^TO j: 9 - 9 ttoT. 'TO 9 “^R^ fiR fiR 9 ffTO 
irfiTBtr^ I <3^ ifTO 9t;TO ^•TOP’TT 9fl TO « ^RW ¥9]. 9f? TO ’JjrffS TOI TO 

91 9T9 TOI ¥tf9 9fwc^ 5T^“ C9 41^ TO9 'TOiTTOl f¥ f ^5^ TOWttf ^85^ 

¥*t8tft 9^ f9gT59 *fTO C9fPl ^9 ifttTO tTTST^ ¥tlTO C91R ^9, RlR ^JlTj^fl 

¥19919 8f99TCf TO TO9T I TO91 C9f99TfflF 9t:9T9 <1lftTO ¥r9¥ C9Tr'6f CtffTO*^ %»R 

TO 99T99 '5R CTO 9f5T9l WT91 f^, 5% C¥R TO9 CTO fiR ^f5lR9 ®<1f 91, TOT lilt 

9f^ C9TTO <19 9^Ct5 C99l 9t9 C9 ^5tR9 ^ 9T391 59R S ft y t Cg I C9 ffTO! 9fvTO ^- 

itf^ 9/l 91 99 49^ ¥9T8T9-9l2m5TC99 TO 99 C9^ r9^TO 9t:91 9rf9TO 

91 ¥f^ I 4^ TO TO TO 49rff fo TO? — C9frl f$<1Tlt'nr*1f ifTO ¥f9i3 | 

4t f9^^3 iJ 4¥toTC9 TO fo 9«99r9 f9orC'99 C’n^TOtC'st TOTTO“S<tK99 TO 9 t i^ t ^9 l f«Rtn{ I 
4^ ^ f9^^ ¥f9TO ^991 CB'391 ?$¥ I 

^fTO 49: 9TOTft 9!:TO ^15 9? 9^9C99 tJ9T9 TO I tfriM*"^ 9twr¥t9 ^TS 4^ 9^ •Jt^TtC^ 
C9 TOT9J 9f99tH ¥9' 919 ¥91 5t9tl¥ 15191 !3tC9f9¥ 9ff9^ifr9 <lr¥ #tf^l5 ¥TO9 f999 I 4t 
9119 C9T^ ^>0,000 9:Tr¥ f9r3T¥ C9'391 9t9tr^ I C99tr9 9t99TC^ tft9 80 TO C9T¥ C’T^KR 

4$ 9T9 C9 ¥^3 919197 15191 tJC'5IC¥ f9C9591 ¥f9C99 I IRf^ 9STO ¥*tr¥ar, 5;;¥* 

f99t9 49: lrVl5 f^-9¥9 '9TC^ , 4^®f9 I5f%91 f^ 60f5 C¥3#T9 ^:¥-f99t9 CTOlT9 9T9T1 1^970? I 
^9705 ¥^3 CTO¥9 9T9T1 TO5 <1TfTO 15191 ¥9'9f5¥ 97199 9C’R 9tt-— '9^[9R 6,000 C ¥T C¥ 9 7^ 
<111:9, TO C99*t 99 I ¥9'K ^00 ¥9 9:nr9 foTO 919 :> ¥r99 97911 TOf, ¥981 9il 

WC99 f¥ 7^C9 ? f¥ ¥f991 TOT91 X:T #t99 TO ¥f9C9 TOl ’llf9 91 I 

97T9lfhr f9¥n ¥9¥trr79 ¥97 C9 91971 TOc^ TOUl^S'S ^ 4¥^ 9¥9 7f9 C99l 9l9 I C917"79 
fllfroTO ¥97 >00<9® TO3 5T9<11TO, COCTSS TO5 49: 88 5-C95 TO5 ^ofP TO- 

¥1TO CTOn 7t9lr7 I ¥9'^ 4t 99 99¥T^ ?T9<11>3lC9 4¥ 99nr C9Tfr ^»,6^0 ¥9 CTlflftv 9T9T1- 
TOS 'ITO I ¥^ 9Tar ¥f«T¥lTO 95T9TIT^ C91‘5t">l 9:971 999 ^ TO 1199 9191 9i:TO ¥97 919 
S9fTO Tiro C9Tf¥9 7T9<ir3T9 9891 91:919 ¥9'9fB9 9171^ 9tr3 5lf79TCf9 I 
^ 99 “¥9¥ 91^” 4^ ¥Ti:TOC99 ¥97 5:>80-88 9lC¥ 979 7t9TCf 5 C¥lf ^f¥l ; 5:»88. 
8a 9n:9 979 TOrf 5 C¥i1P 5^ 9¥ ?t¥l, 5J>8a-86 91 C9 99l¥ ¥91 7?9TC7 11 7l¥t9 ^¥1 I 4^ 
TOT97 ^ 9f79l¥C4 979 91 TO ¥f9¥l:9t 91^ ¥78rlW C9TO1 I ¥1991 CTTtcIS <11^? C9 
^T¥1 ¥T9C9 ¥99 915TC919 ¥1C¥ 979 9^3 91 7^ ¥lrplfl 'jf^'3^ 997 ^ 979 TOl 919 | 

(At this stage the House adjourned for 1 o minutes.) 

( After adjourmnmt.J 

Dr# SANAULLAH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I don’t propose to take 
up louoh of the valuable time of the House, hut I wish to bring out one fat t 
prouiiueiitly before the honourable meiiilKfrs. In season and out of season 
we haNv been talking of corruption and cuiruption and nothing else. How 
are we to deal with corruption and how are we to get rid of corruption K In 
the Hou’ble Minister’s Budget we find there is no provision m^e for any 
religious education, not to speak of any sjHJcial grant to madrasahs which 



m GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. (27ra Feb., 

immri reliirious education. We know that the appointing authorities look 
down upon candidates who possess honesty and who have got a religious 
trend of mind. E know as a fact— and in this iny honourable friend Mr. S. 
Islam will bear me out— that when a young Muslim with beard appeared 
before an appointing authorit>, he was simply dismissed because he looked 
older than his age. That was his disqualihcation. 1 think that represen- 
tations were made to the authorities concerned in this connection, but with 
what result I do not know. It is a plain fact that the appointing authorities 
apparently want so-called smart and dishonest men. Where can we find 
honest men for our administrative services:'' Witli the meagre income 
which the provincial service men are getting, they cannot make an honest 
living. They must have recourse to bribes. They cannot but have recourse 
to bribery and other corru])t practices. In order to combat that idea, we 
shall have to disabuse our mind and publicly declare that there is no dis- 
tinction between private character and public character of a man. The 
distinction that is sought to be drawn between private character and public 
character is a satanic division and is a misconception. How can a man who 
could not save his soul from eternal perdition save others!'' Therefore a man 
who does not possess integrity and honesty in his personal character cannot 
be trusted witn any public office whatsoever. That should be the criterion 
applied in the selection of personnel for administrative posts. This satanic 
distinction like western culture has been ingrained in our minds and is 
trotted out in season and out of season. We are told “you must not mix up 
public character with private character, you are not concerned with my 
personal (diaracter, that is a matter concerning only myself; whatever I 
like I may do in the secrecy of my private chamber and with that y(»u are 
not concerned; you are simply concerned with my i)ublic life”. That is a 
satanic division. We must oiu'e for all disabuse our mind of that and 
publicly say that we do nc»t make any differentiation or distinction between 
private unci public character of a man. Then and then alone we can hope 
for some silver lining in the midst cd these darkening clouds. Otherwise 
we simll be involved i|t a rather vicious circle. There will he corruption 
beginning from tlie Mon’hle Minister down tc» the village chowkidar and 
there is corruption. 1 cun say without any tear of (‘outradiction that 99 
per cent, of the police otlict*rs are corrupt. 1 am not in the least exaggerat- 
ing the position. If any of the Hou’ble Ministers want to know how far my 
statement is true, they may go out im*ognito and see for themselves how 
jumpunt are bribery and corruptiem. If they come with me, I can show 
them what their judice are doing. Kver\ evening in the Sealdah market, 
they collect one orange from every vendor. The vendors are afraid of 
refusing them because once they get into the bad books of the police, they 
will be finished. 8o, I emphasise this fact we should disabuse our mind of 
the distinction drawm between public and private life. If a man is good 
in his private life, he must be a good man in his public life as well and we 
should l>e prepared to support him. But all persons of doubtful character 
in private life we should boycot. In fine. Sir, let me present the present 
Ministry the famous Persian poem: — 


Jy) b V '*'*0' 

Tin HOfCbl* Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
there will be two more opportunities for this House to discuss the estimates 
that are before us — first, on the (M*casiou of the discussion and voting of the 
supplementary budget and secondly w^en demands for grants are moved in 
respect of the Budget for the coming year. I shall therefore on this occa- 
sion l>e somewhat brief at the fag end of the day. In the first instance, I 
shall deal with a minor point msed during the aebates. There was a com- 
plaint about the form of the Civil estimates and the Red Book having been 
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changed. A» I explained briefly in my budget statement, that change is 
onlj^n apparance. It was made only with a view to paper economy ; and 
I submit that a glance through the pages of the Red Book will show that 
full details have been furnislied. The change in form has been secured 
solely by compression of printed matter, and no relevant detail or explana- 
tion has been omitted or abridged. As a matter of fact, Sir, when I was 
told abt»ut the proposed change of form, I apprehended not that there would 
he less useful materials in these publications but that the compression of 
printing might be inconvenient for members. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What has In^eii the saving K 


The Hon*ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Saving in terms of 
money has been very little but in quantity of paper there has been much 
saving. I myself saw the Red Book and the Blue Book just a week Iwfore 
they were made available to honourable members and to my great satisfac- 
tion found tile compression and reduced sine had not caused iiu'onvenience 
in reading. Sir, that is a somewhat minor point. 

The House naturally was anxious for more light on the “trading losses’* 
in the Civil Supplies Department. 1 believe thcic was an expression of 
opinion from all snles of the House that these trading lossess should be more 
fully explained. I shall not usurp the fun<*tion of my honourable colleague, 
the Minister tor (’ivil Supplies, and tiy' to exi)lain everything for tho 
simple reason that he is tar mc^re eouipeteiit to do it than I am, and also 
hec'ause, he wouhl inevitably have to answer these questions during the next 
tour weeks. I will just refer to one thing. I have stated that the Govern- 
ment of India have as recently ns last January ottered to share our trading 
losses and their proposal is that they should go oO-oO with us. The imph- 
eations of that projxisal are still under disenssion ami that is why 1 was not 
more ex[di<*it aliout it. When the HoTCble Member in ehurge of Food in 
the (tovernment of India came here in January, he proposed to discuss it 
with the authority of the Central Fiiiaiiee Department. Now it will l)e 
agreed that the Goveniinipt of India must have counted their costs in 
going to share with us and 1 think that by itself js a guarantee that they 
were not ve^' much in the way of lo.sseh through negligence. Sir, 
I have from time to time received figures of losses and 1 am free to confesa 
that sometimes I have been perturbed by the figures, hut if we < onsider the 
losses due to subsidized food and deliberate devaluation of stocks, the balance 
is comparatively small and hears a small proportion U> the amounts involved 
in the trading operations. I believe I am right in saying that the lossea 
due to deterioration or losses during transit amount to* somewhere between 
fiye and t^n per cent. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: They are not included at all. 

Th® Honmie Mr, TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: They are included; 
undoubtedly, they are included in the trading losses. The amounts look 
colossal; a loss of three crores may sound fantastic, but when it relates to 
outlays of seventy or eighty crores it does not amount to very great mis- 
^ operations. As I said earlier, I shall leave to my 

Hdn ble friend, Mr. Suhrawardy, to explain in greater detail the losses in 
the trading operations. 

come to a matter to which my honourable friend, 
Mr. Gladding, devoid the greater part of his speech, I am grateful to him 
not merely for having put forward the suggestion that more assistance 
should be forthcoming from the Centre but also for having given some 
valuable suggestions, 

* Dr. NALINAKSHA tANYALs What about Mr. Walker? 
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TiM Honlile Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, I would like 
atfain to repeat that financial allocation of revenues between the Centre and 
Se province has been very inequitable. It has operated to the detriment 
of B^al because while the Niemeyer Report itself takes account of the fact 
fibat large population of Bengal complicates her financial problem, 
there is no evidence in the Award itself that they have taken this fact into 
serious consideration in making their Award. In fact, what is the position? 

position is that Bombay is able to spend and has been for some time 
able to spend more than double of what we have been able to spend per 
head of population in social services like Educa^on, Sanitation, etc. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: They have not got a Premier’s House 
there as here. 


Tha Hon'bit Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI; The population 
factor has certainly complicated our position. Now, it is often said that 
Bengal has not taxed herself. My honourable friend, Mr. Gladding, remind- 
ed me of a portion of the Hon’ble Sir Jeremy Raisman’s speech in the 
Central Assembly last year when he said that he had no sympathy for a 
Finance Minister who would not tax his people. Sir, in broad principle 
I accept that. But I deny, deny very finnly, that Bengal has not taxed 
herself. After all, here we have an incidence of statistics, uiul where 
apologies lie, it is often trotted out that the ca}nUi incidence of taxation 
in Bengal is very much lower than, say, in Bombay, it is probably the 
lowest amuiig the major provinces in India. But that is no indication of 
the burden of taxation on the people. vSir, there are well-known scientific 
methods of calculating the burden or what Economists would call the 
severity of taxation. It is obvious that wdth such a large population a 
larger proportion of people would be below the taxable capacity and in the 
figures I have worked out I find that there is only one other province where 
the burden of taxation is heavier than in Bengal, namely, Madras; and 1 
think in Madras this is due to the particular way in which one tax is operat- 
ing. There muv lie other contributory factors. J have not yet got any 
of the provincial budgets for 1945-40; 1 think even when the 1945-40 figures 
are obtained it will be found that Madras alone is ahead ot Bengal in the 
matter of burden of taxation. 1 believe this; 1 say this on the floor ot the 
House for the simple reason that propaganda has been sedulously carried 
on at the Centre that Bengal has failed to tax herself. This may appear 
to be a somewhat odd thing to say, especially during Budget discussions 
for a man who happens at the moment to hold the position of the Finance 
Minister of the Province; for obviously one in my place has to look out tor 
further augmentation of the revenues and therefore for the strengthening 
of the case for Bengal. But justice demands that we should look at the 
picture as a whole. 


It is possiWe that we may be able to do something wdth the Sales Tax 
without violating our basic policy of not taxing the essentials of life. 'Ihe 
Sales Tax is a most wonderful tax. I do not know who invented it. I have 
not seen it attributed to any particular individual but it came into existence 
immediately after the last war; and in Soviet Russia— the last figures 
know about the Budget of Soviet Russia are for 19rl7— nearly 80 per cent, 
of the total revenues that year came out of the turn-over tax w hich is basicalW 
the same as our Sales Tax, That tax has great possibilities. ^ 


Now, v^ir, I feel that we have made out as strong a case as possible for 
assistance from the Centre. Mr, Gladding wants to be assured that we 
have reduced all our arguments to paper. Words, figures, charts graphs 
haTe all Wn prased into service in our representation to the Goveniraent 
of I f .V froiri^im m one slwht respect. Mr. OladditK 

Iwks to Sir Archibald Howlands to save us. Well, I know Sir Archibald 
Howlands, when he assumes his high office in Delhi, with a first hand 
knowledge of the conditions in Bengal, will probably be in a belter position 
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to judge our case, but I do oot see any reasou why the present Fiaauce 
Member, Sir Jeremy Baisman. should not be able really to appreciate the 
problems of Bengal. It may however be that Sir Jeremy Raisman is very 
busy just now and that before he quits oiEce he may not have time to fully 
stuay our case. 

Mr. D. N. Sen thought that I had been asking for Just another ejt gratia 

f rant. Sir, I am not doing that. I have already indicated in my Budget 
peech and I have also indicated this evening the way my mind has been 
been working in approaching this question. It may be that in a settlement 
which will be considered fair to Bengal there will have to be an element 
of direct subvention, but that is not exactly what I really want. I wont 
a comprehensive settlement. I want Bengal to be assisted to a position 
from which she will be able to face the post-war world with greater 
confidence. 


I was asked by the Hon’ble Leader of the European Party “What about 
your post-war plans ‘ Sir, it is true that our post-war plans are not ready 
yet, and this is not surprising at all. The departments concerned mainly 
with post-war planning have been overwhelmed with work during the last 
two years and the Government of India have allowed us time up to the end 
of April, It is no use sending plans which are immature or ill-considered. 
The Post-War Reconstruction Department is a co-ordinating department. 
Plan.s come from other departments relating to their own activities; they 
have to be vetted by the Post-AVar Reconstruction Dejiartment. 1 do not 
think there has been any undue delay in the preparation of these plans. It 
may he said that Bombay had her plans ready. (Dr. Naijnaksha Sanyal; 
All provinces.) Bombay is at a greater advantage compared to us. Bombay’s 
industrial planning was there already. She had only to expand her notidns 
about industrial advamement. I nave read their official report to the 
(jovernment ot India and I am uot sure that their plans are so very wonder- 
ful. I think it would be wiser for us to send plans really suited to the ct'ndi- 
Lon.s of Bengal. 1 do not want to say much on that item this evening 
because the Hon’ble Minister in charge will probably on another or*casion 
enlighten the House more fully. 


Sir I have nearly finished. I cannot accept the sweeping remarks about 
the wholesale corruption amongst our officers although it is quite po.ssible 
that with the large number of temporary officers who have been cppointed 
there have been some elements of corruption. It must be realised that in 
the execution of many of our plans there are large number of aon-officials 
associated with our officers, and what has happened as a result of the war 
inflation is the stimulation of the profit incentive. I 
think the impact of that has been very serious both on the movable of 
the people and on the social life, as we all know. That is undoubtedly 
xrue, hut that was to some extent unavoidable in a province where there has 

and where therefore the effect of the inflation 
** Inflation means that new money is unevenly distributed it 

by OoTemment for their 
own purpose, and I can only hope that we shall emerire from this sreat 
.haken’but more firmly resolved To mXe ourTwn 
That Is my hope. lam no! Cry 
Lpossible bu^et.® iomewhat gloomy but it is not an 


Mr. .Gladding quoted certain remarks of the Hon’ble Sir Jeremv 
Raisman about tie financial position of Bengal. He said from the fiS 

&eng!l sTowsT2v“"‘ *‘‘7 “ »inkmptcy. I haTe neverTlaid 

inat Bengal Shows any symptoms of bankruptcy. All I gay is that due to 

ud McomicJl,, i„ u,.t .( >h. <Sh.! 

lo 
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Sir, the hour is late and 1 hope honourable members will go back home 
and go to sleep with the feeling that after all things are not so bad in 
Bengal and that there is the cause for hope of redemption. (Applause from 
Coalition benches.) 

The House was then adjourn^ at 7-30 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 28th February, 1046, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 



IM.] 


m 


Proceediaft of the Bengal Legulative Auembly attemUed under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act> 1935 . 

The Asseioilt met in the Aasembly House, Calcutta, on Wedneaday, the 
28th February, 1945, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Stbd Jalaluddin Hashesiy) in the Chair, IS 
Hon’ble Ministers and 168 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to whkh oral answers were given) 

(SupplemaiiUries to SUrred question Nik 70 holii over from the 27th 

February, Ibis.) 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell U8 when this question was received by his department for answer P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 11th of February, 1943. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us whether he thinks that it is too .small a time to pet a report about 
hibhuti Bhusan BhattacharyaP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not follow what the honourable 
member means by “too small a time”. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us when does he expect the report about Bibhuti Bhusan Bhattacharya? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say when the report is 
expected, but if the honourable member desires that the matter should be 
expedited, that can be done. 

Saourity ^rtsonar Mr. Prafulla Chandra Chakravarty suffering from 
eye trouMas. 

77 . Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether il 
IB a fact — 

(t) that Mr. Prafulla Chandra Chakravarty of Comilla town, at present 
a security ^soner detained in the Rajshahi Central Jail, has 
lost one of his eyes from an attack of optic atioi>hy and the other 
eye has also been threatened; and 

(it) that the Superintendent of the Rajshahi Ontral Jail has strongly 
recommended on medical ground for his release and in the alter- 
native for his transfer to the Calcutta Medical College for proper 
treatment? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the date when the recommendation has been made ; and 

(it) whether any action has up to this time been taken on the recom- 
mendation ? 

* (c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is coosider- 

ing the desirability of releasing him without any further delay? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’blo Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddifi): {a)(i) My information is that the prisoner is suffering 
from partial atrophy of the left eye with paralysis of the left external rectus 
muscle of the eyeball with the result that his vision of the left eye is almost 
lost. The vision of his right eye is normal. 

(n) and (h) (i) The Jail Sup^gintendent never recommended his lelease 
but recommended his transfer to a Calcutta jail for better medical arrange- 
ments and that on the 8th December, 1944. 

(ii) Orders have already been issued to get the prisoner transferred to 
the Presidency Jail, Calcutta. 

(c) No. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether he has already been transferred to the Presidency 
JailH 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether his treatment has already begun or not? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was getting his treatment there, 
but I do not know whether he has been transferred to the Presidency Jail 
already or not, for which question I have already asked for notice. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us the exact date on which the order was passed for bis transfer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On the 17th January, 1945. 

Mr. BA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not the i>olicy of Government to release 
prisoners on medical grounds? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sometimes releases are made on 
medical grounds, but in this case, there is no justihcation for release. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANY AL: Does not the Hon ’ble Minister 
think that if the prisoner is set at liberty, he can look after the treatment 
of his lost eye as far as possible and also look after the protection of his 
other eye? # 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in such cases the question of release is determined 
or decided upon on the reports of the Jail Superintendent alone? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The reports of the Medical Board 
and the Jail Superintendent are always taken into consideration by Govern- 
ment when determining the question of release on medical grounds. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Since the Hon’ble Minister has 
replied that the Jail Superintendent did not recommend his release, did 
Government consider the desirability of having the matter further examined 
by the Medical Board? 

Khin Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. That question never arose, 
because his health or rather his life was never in jeoparoy. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it the Government’s polic;^ that 
unless the life of the prisoner is in jeopardy, there will be no question of 
release taken up? 

KHm Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is one of the criteria. 
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Hr. MMNKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hoii*ble Minister be 
pieaeed to state whether Government consider the desirabili^ of having his 
eye examined by a Medical Board or by other medical authorities with a view 
to come to a decision as to whether the release of the prisoner will facilitate 
the treatment of his eye ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS He was given the best treatment 
available locally. Now he has been transferred to a Calcutta Jail and the 
best treatment that can be given to anybody would be given to him. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state who was the eye expert and under whose treatment he was 
kept so long^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state under which expert he is going to be placed nowP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say that. But certainly 
the eye specialists who examine the security prisoners will examine this 
prisoner also. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sider the desirability of ascertaining from the Jail authority as to whether 
the treatment of the security prisoner will be better in the hospital or it will 
be better if he is set at liberty and goes to a change P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That can be ascertained. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether he will consider the desirability of allowing the patient to get 
himself treated by a doctor of his own choice at Government cost? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot answer that question off- 
hand, but if any representation to that effect is made, Government can con- 
sider that question. 


Oaalh of Pitambar Mandai, a political priaonar. 

•78. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Pitambar Mandal of village Tepukharia, district Dinajjmr, 
a political prisoner of Balurghat case lodged in the Uajshahi (Viilral Jail, 
died on the 16th November, ltH4, in the Jail Hospital P 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) what was the nature of his disease; 

(ti ) when it was first detected ; 

(ift) when it was considered serious; 

(tr) when he w’as transferred to hospital; 

(r) whether the relations were informed, if so, when; 

(ri) why he was not transferred to Calcutta for treatment by a specialist; 
and 

(rtt) whether the Jail Authorities took any steps for bis release, if so, 
when ? 

Kluui Bahadur MDHAMMEO ALI (on bahalf of tfio Hofi'lilo Khwali 
•ir Nuimuddin): (a) Yes. 

,(b) (i) Tuberculosis of the lungs. 

(u) and (tr) On the 3rd October, *1944. 
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(tu) On .the 21flt October, 1944. 

(r) Yes, on the 2l8t October, 1944. 

{v%) Arrangement was made for the prisoner’s transfer to Suri Jail in 
accordance with the provision of rule 1242 of the Bengal Jail Code, Volume 
I (7th Edition), a copy of which is in the Library. But the transfer could 
pot be effected as he was not fit for travel. 

(vii) No, prisoners in danger of death from sickness due to infectious 
disease are not eligible for premature release under Jail Code Buies 591 and 
592. 

Shooting of « villigisr at Manianda in Tippora distriot by a foroigner. 

•79. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact — 

(i) that one Jagabandhu Sen of village Manianda, police-station 
Kasha, in the district of Tippera, received a gunshot wound on 
the 17th of October, 1944, at a place close to Paghacbang rail- 
way station in the subdivision of Brahmanbaria, from the gun of 
an American soldier; and 
(tt) that he died on the same dateP 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken to place the offender 
under trial? 

(c) Is it a fact — 

(t) that the name of offender has been brought to the notice of the 
District Magistrate; and 

(tt) that the widow of the deceased Jagabandhu Sen has petitioned to 
the District Ma^gistrate for grant of a lump compensation and 
for monUily allowance for the family? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what compensation, if any, has been allowed and what 
monthly allowance has been granted? 

Khifi Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of tho Hon’blo Khwaja 
Sir Nazimiickfin): {a){i) Yes. 

(iV) He died on the 18th October. 1944. 

(b) Police investigation is still proceeding in conjunction with the 
Administrative Commandant, Tajgaon. 

(c) Yes. . . 

(d) The matter has been taken up with the U.S.A. Army authorities. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether the investigation has been completed by this time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us what was the reason for this delay in the completion of the 
investigation when, as a matter of fact, the name of the person from whose 
gunshot the person died was made known to the District Magistrate imme- 
diately after? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The name was left by the party of 
soldiers, but it has to be verified, and therefore a reference has been made 
to the Administrative Commandant, Tajgaon. 

Mr. NI9HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why so much delay has been caused in investigating into the com- 
plaint, that is, three to four months? 
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Umui Bahiilur MOHAMMSD ALI: Tbm has not been any wnnsual delay. 
Tfap^rson who was injurt^ was taken to a hospital at iigartaia and the news 
of h^ death was not receiTed in due course. There was eome delay in the 
receipt of the news as the matter had to be taken up again with the Army 
authorities. 

Mr* DHIRENDRA RATH DATTA: In view of the fact that the name 
was made known to the authorities immediately after and was knom on 
the 17th October who actually caused the death, will the Hon 'hie Minister 
be pleased to state why there was delay in the matter of investigation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already replied that the 
name was not known. The name was left by a party of soldiers there with 
the station master or the assistant station master, but that name has to be 
verified. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the British Court is competent to try any such case? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; No. 

Mr. SAtANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: In view of answer (d) that the 

matter has been taken up with the IT. S. A. Army authorities, we we to 
understand that the Government of Bengal have forwarded their recom- 
mendations to the U. S. A. Army authorities asking for compensation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tes, Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether compensation will be paid by the U. S. A. authori- 
ties or the British authorities? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: U. S. A. authorities 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
plea.sed to state whether the Government of Bengal has formulated its demand 
so far as the amount of compensation is concerned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Who is the assessing authority? 

Khan BahaAir MOHAMMED ALI: The District Magistrate. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: What is the amount that has been 
recommended by the Government of Bengal to the U. S. A. authority? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The District Magistrate has sug- 

S ested a lump sum grant of Ha. 1,000 or in the alternative a pension of 
Is. oO ner month. The Hon’ble Chief Minister who went through the 61e 
was of he opinion that the amount of the lump sum grant is not propor- 
tionate to the amount of monthly pension recommended and he has specially 
initructed the department to re-examine the case and to suggest a larger 
amount as a lump sum grant. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR BANYAL: Did the Government of Bengal 
get hold of any precedents in such cases for compensation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. MtANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Did the OoTernment of Bengal 
consult the International Lair authorities outside India asking (or informa* 
tion (or the guidance of assessing compensation in such cases? 

KtaH Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know. 1 would ask (or 

notice. 
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Mr. SAfANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the hon’ble member be 
pleased to consider the desirability of instructing the Goyemment of Bengal 
lor asking for such information Trom outside India as may be available.^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know whether it has 
already been done, but 1 feel there is no necessity for that. 

Mr. A. Fi STARK. Will th^ Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider 
the desirability of making an advance to the widow in anticipation of a grant 
that will be made by the U. S. Army authorities? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government can consider that 
matter. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether the TJ. S. A. authorities are under compulsion to 
accept the recommendation of the British authorities? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no question of compulsion. 

Grant of family allowanoe to security prisoners. 

•ao. Mias MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether the following security prisoners applied several times for 

the maintenance allowance for their dependants and, if so, whether 
they have been granted any allowance, and if not, why not: — 

(t) Sj. Basanta Kumar Das — Presidency Jail, 

(n) Sj, Jiban Kumar Ghatak — llajshahi Jail, 

(til) Sj. Promatha Nath Banerjee — Rajshahi Jail, 

(n’) Sj. Araar Gopal Nandi, m..\. l>um Dum Jail, 

{v) Sj. Bhupendra Nath Bhattacharyya — Paridpur Jail, 

(ri) Sj. Satindra Nath Neogi — Alipore Central Jail, and 
(mi) Sj. Radhika Mohan IJas — Presidency Jail; 

(h) whether it is a fact that all of the said prisoners were earning, when 
at large and contributing towards the maintenance of their fami- 
lies and dependants; and 

(c) whether it is a fak’t that their families and dependants have Wn 
deprived of their help these jirisoners were rendering out of their 
earning? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir NazimucMin): {a) Y es; family allowances have been sanctioned in all 
the cases excepting that of Babu vSatindra Nath Neogi as he had no income 
being a mere student at the time of his arrest and is unmarried and his 
father is earning. 

(б) and (c) Y>8, excepting Babu Satindra Nath Neogy referred to in 
(a) above. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the amount of allowance granted to each of the security prisoners? 

Khtn Bfthldur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Basanta Kumar Das was ori- 
ginally granted an allowance of Ks. 30 per month. It has since been 
enhanced to Hs. bO per mouth. Mr. Jiban Kumar Ghatak was first sanc- 
tioned lU. 20 per month which was subsequently raised to Rs. 35 and it was 
agaiu ifGohanced to Rs, 40 per month. Mr. Promatha Nath Banarjee was 
originally granted Rs. 25 per month. It has been increased to Rs. 35 mr 
month. Mr. Amar Gopal jNamXi is granted Rs. 30 per month. Bhupenora 
Nath Bhattacharyya was originally granted Rs. 10 per month and it has now 
been increased to Rs. 20 per month. Satindra Nath Neogi has not been 
granted any allowanoe. Radhika Mohan Das was originally granted Ra. 60 
per month. He has now been granted Rs. 75 per month. 
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Idr. NIMITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be poesible for the Hon’ble 
Miauter to give the number of dependents of each of these prisoners f 

KhM BalMAir MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir. 

Mr. NItHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Sj. Biuanta Kumar Das has four sons and his wife to maintain and he is 
paying Be. 20 towards house rent? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : I have not got the particulars before 
me now. So I cannot reply. 

Mr. NISHiTHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be ponnible for the Hou^ble 
Minister to give us the amount which he was 'earning l)efore his arrestP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

JNr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that Kb. 60 is not 
adequate for the maintenance of five dependents, does the Hon’ble Minister 
think it desirable to further increa.se his allowance to Us. 12^) which be was 
earning before hia arrest!^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As I have no particulars before me 
regarding the number of dependents I cannot answer that question and 
secondly I want to point out that the case of this prisoner, Uasanta Kumar 
Das, was examined and in accordance with the liberal policy adopted by this 
Government the amount .sanctioned previously was increased by hundred 
per cent. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
-liban Kumar Ghatak has got six or seven dependents to maintain and 
Uroinatha Nath Banarjee has got .six dependents to maintain? 

Khan Bahadur MOHMMED ALI: 1 have already stated that I do not 
know the number of dependents of these prisoners. So far as Jiban Kumar 
Ghatak is coiu’erned, he was originally granted Us. 20, which was increased 
to Us. ‘t5 and his case was again considered and a further enhancement of 
Ks. 5 was granted. The amount of family allowance now granted to this 
prisoner is Us, 40 per month. Promatha Nath Banarjee was originally 
granted Us. 25. It has been increased to Us. ‘15 per month now. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister think it 
desirable to reconsider his case because he has got to maintain six dependents, 
namely, his wife, three daughters, one son and an old mother? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Whatever may be the number of 
dependents Government are aware of the particulars and therefore all these- 
cases were considered in the light of materials available to Government and 
enhancements have been granted in all these cases of security prisoners. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that U. N. 
Bhatfacharyya is the eldest son and the only earning member of the family, 
does the Hon ’hie Minister think it desirable to rei'onsider his case and further 
increase his allowance because he has to maintain his old mother, wife, one 
daughter and minor sisters and brothers? 

IJ^an Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: All these cases were taken into con- 
sideration by Government when sanctioning increments? 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who gave the information that Satindra Nath Neogi was not earning 
before his arrest? 

Ktian Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That transpired as a result of tha 
'enquiry. 
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Mr. NltHITHA NATH KUNOU: In view of the fact that Satindra 
Nath Neogi was earning and supporting the family, does the Hon'ble Minister 
think it desirable to reconsider his case and grant a family allowance to him? 

Khan Bihaihir MOHAMMED ALI S Information of Government is otiier* 
wise. The information is that he was only a student. When he was 
arrested he was not earning anything and therefore no allowance was 
sanctioned in his case. 

Dimaga to Fani Sohool Supply Agency caused by enemy air raids. 

*Sf. Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether he is aware that a shop named Feni School Supply Agency 
(dealers in school and college text-books and stationery articles) 
belonging jointly to Sjs. Dhirendra Kumar Majumdar and 
Sourindra Kishore Dutta Chowdhury, security prisoners detained 
in Dum Dum Central Jail, was burnt down by Japanese air raid 
on the Ist April, 1&43; 

(it) whether it is a fact that this was brought to the notice of the Gov- 
emment by petition to the Chief Minister in May, 1943, followed 
by reminders in July, 1943, on 18th October, 1943, 29th November, 

1943, and 4th March, 1944, and by petition to the Deputy Secre- 
tary on 2l8t January, 1944, and 4th March, 1944, as also to the 
District Magistrate, Noakhali, on May and July, 1943, and on 
18th October, 1943, and 29th November, 1943; 

(Hi) whether he is aware that the damage claimed in the petitions was 
to the extent of 118.9,935 and that the damage has told heavily 
upon the financial condition of the families of both the security 
prisoners mentioned above; 

(iv) whether any enquiry has been made by the Government to ascertain 
the extent of the damage sustained by the owners of the shop and 
the effect thereof on the financial condition of the families of the 
owners of the shop; and 

(v) whether the owners of the shop have been informed by the District 
Magistrate of Noakhali by a memorandum, dated 2()th February', 

1944, that the payment of the comi>en8ation is under consideration 
of Government? 

\b) If the answers to (a) be in the affirmative, does the Uon’ble Minister 
propose to expe<lite the payment of compensation ? 

Kluui Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of tha Hon’bla Khwaja 
Bir Naiiimiddln): I have nothing to add to what I stated on the 23rd 
November, 1944, on the floor of this House in reply to starred question 
No, 38 by the honourable member, Mr. Harendra Kumar Sur, m.l.a. 

Supply of mail to passangort of Jagaiuiathganl to taraigani Farry Staamar. 

*82. Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce, Labour and Industries (Marine) Department be pleased to 
atate whether he is aware that the fe^ steamer running from JagannatU- 
ganj to Serajganj, carrying Surma Mail passengers is not supplying meal to 
tha civil passengers of third and inter-class of that steamer ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble Ministw* be 
pleased to state what step do the Government psopose to take for removing^ 
Ihis difficulty of t^e 3rd and inter-class civil passengers? 
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HINISTiR in €lum of tN 00lililR0E» LAiOMR iiHl WllUiTRlti 
DEPARTMENT (tlio Hon’Mo Mr. K. ShoMHNMm): (a) No. On tKe 

contrary, I am informed that 211 and 287 plate* of curry and rice were 
serr^ to Srd and inter-class passengers in November, 1944, and I^ember, 
IMif resjpectively. Bread and butter, eggs and tea are also supplied to all 
classes of passengers. 

(6) Does not arise. 

F. R. E. Hoopitals in Goaiundo and tiia staff snifiloyod in the hoaiiitals. 

*83. Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHAs Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health (Medical) Department be pleased to state— 

(a) how many relief hospitals are now working in the subdivision of 

Goaiundo in the district of Faridpur; 

(b) what are the staff including menials that have been employed to 

work in such hospitals; 

(c) what is the number of such employees in each category; and 

(d) how many of them are — 

(t) Muslims; 

(it) members of the Scheduled Castes of Hindus; and 
(tti) others P 

Khtn Uhib HAMIOUDOIN AHMAD (on bohtif of tho Hon’bio Khtn 
Bthidur Mauivi dalaluddin Ahmad); (n) Eighteen. 

(6) to (d) A statement is laid on the Table. 

StaUmerU referred to in reply to clauses (h) to (d) of starred question No. 83. 


Staff. 

Total. 

^ Scheduled 

CMte. 

Others. 

Doctors 

25 

3 

2 

20 

Compounders 

18 

2 

1 

15 

Clerks 

6 

0 

1 

5 

Nurses 

104 

36 

6 

62 

Meniab 

162 

42 

54 

56 

Opening of F. 

R. E. Hoopital at Busaif, 

diltriot Myrnonoingh. 


*84. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Is the Hon ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department aware of 
the fact — 

(t) that at Busail in the subdivision of Tanguil, district Mymensingh, 
some buildings have been made purported to be a destitute 
hospital ; 

(it) that buildings were complete by the latter part of August, 1944; and 

(it^ that as yet the hospital has not been started P 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Government have given up the idea of opening 
the hospital there? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reascms thereof? 

(d) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleas^ to state when the hospital is going to be started P 

Klum Bthib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on MiiK Of tho HoffMo Khan 
BMiadiir Mmiivl daiaiiaddui Ahniiid); (a) Tea. 

(b) No. 
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(d) The hospital will be started as soon as the necessary staff and equip- 
ment are secured. 

Mr* CHARU CHANDRA ROYs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when this proposal of startinu a hospital at Busail was submitted by 
the Subdivisional Officer of Tangailr 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice about the actual 
date. 

Mfi CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when it was accepted by the Government P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The proposal for starting the 
hospital has been accepted by the Government, but I cannot give the date. 

Mr. CHARU OHANDRA ROY: I give the information that it was 
started in January. Now, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
the reasons for this delay? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government could not get suit- 
able staff and necessary equipments for the hospital. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the Medical Officer of the charitable dispensary at Busail was appointed long 
before as Medical Officer of that hospital? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Only the Medical Officer will 
not do. There are other staffs necessary, such as, nurses and menials. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
materials necessary for starting the hospital was sent to Busail in the month 
of September? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes. Sir. materials were sent 
but, as I have already stated, the entire staff was not available there. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
hospital has been started but no nurses have as yet been appointed? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Some nurses have been 
appointed by this time, 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state how many nurses have been appointed? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Provinoialiution of Sadar and Subdivisional Hospitals. 

•85. Dr. SANAULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and liocal Self-Government (Medical) Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the reasons for provincialisation of the Sadar and Subdivisional 
Hospitals in Municipal areas of Bengal; 

(it) who used to administer and control these hospitals before provin- 
cialisation ; 

{in) if by executive committees, who were the members of these executive 
ocnnmitteea ; 

(tr) who will administer and <»nlrol them after provincialisation; 

(v) what special improvements the Gbvemment intend to make after 
provincialisation ; 

(vi) whether such improvements could not be made by the pre-provin- 
cialieaiion autnorities ; 
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(ini) if not, why not ; 

(wt) whether it was due to financial dif^culties; and 
(«•) if 80 , whether the Government could not provide more funds to these 
authorities ? 

(6) Is it a fact that the District Boards which are mainly concerned 
with rural areas are being com{^lled to contribute their usual quota of annual 
contributions after these hospitals, situated in municiml areas, have been 
taken over by Government as Government hospitals under the direct control 
of the Civil Surgeons and the Surgeon-General? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the reasons therefor? 

{d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

{{) how many such hospitals have been provincialised up to November, 

1944;* 

(it) how many yet remain to be provincialised ; 

(ill) what are their names; 

(ir) the dates of provincialisation ; and 

(r) what improvements, if any, have l>een effected in those already 
provincialised? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon*ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a)(t), (ri) to (u*) At u time when 
demand tor hospital accommodation for treatment was daily increasing as a 
result of famine conditions in Bengal, the Sadar and Subdivisional Hospitals 
hud* deteriorated to the lowest level of efficiency and usefulness. Most of the 
hospitals were dirty and out of reimirs, their staff inefficient and in arrears 
of i)ay, their stock of medicines and equipment inadeemute, their furniture 
broken, missing and rusty. Complaints were received oy Government from 
different quarters about the deplorable condition of the hospitals. Lack of 
funds was no doubt the main cause of their deterioration. It was con- 
sidered that grants-in-aid made to local bodies would not enable them to effect 
the necessary improvement. Large sums of money were required for this 
purpose and Government were prepared to advance the rquisite amount; and 
it was considered desirable that they should take over their control and 
administration from the hands of the Managing Committees as a temporary 
measure, the Managing Committees continuing to function as advisory bodies. 
As local bodies have no supervising and inspecting staff they could not be 
expected to effect such improvement as is contemplated to he done under 
Government management even though the funds were placed at their disposal. 

(u) and (m) In the case of class III hospitals the local authorities con- 
cerned or the Managing Committee appointed by it and in the case of class 
IV or V hospitals the Manager or the Managing Committee nominated by 
the proprietor or supporters. 

(ii;) The Surgeon-General with the Government of Bengal through the 
Civil Surgeons. 

{y) Proper repairs to buildings, supply of adequate drugs and other 
medical requisites, repairing or replacing broken furniture or equipments, 
maintenance of an adequate staff, ^tter control and more efficient manage* 
ment, etc. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Because people from rural areas still resort to these hospitals and 
there is nothing in the change of management to justify any District Board 
discontinuing its usual contruiution. 

(d) {t) to (ir) A statement is laid on the TaUq. 

(v) Appointment of increased staff has been sanctioned, adequate medical 

stores are being supplied and necessary repairs to hospital buildings are 
being undertaken. « 
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Statement ref erred to in reply to clauset (d)(i) to (iv) of starred question 

No, 86, 

(d){i) It appears from the r^rte received from the Civil Surgeons thal 
18 Sadar and ^ Subdivisional Hospitals have been provincialise up lo ihe 
30 th No vernier, 1944. 

(ii) Six sear and 11 Subdivisional Hospitals still remain lo be provin- 
cialised. 

{Hi) and (iv) Names of provincialised Sadar anid Subdivisional Hospitals 
are given below with the dates of provincialisation ; — 

Sadar Hospitals, 

(1) Bankura Sadar Hospital — Isi June, 1944. 

(2) Midnapore Sear Hospital — let July, 1944. 

(3) Imambara (Hooghly) Sadar Hospital— Ist May, 1944. 

(4) Krishnagar (Nadia) Sear Hospital — Ist May, 1944. 

(5) Berhampore (Murshidabe) Sear Hospital— 16th August, 1944. 

(6) Jessore Sadar Hospital — 1st September, 1944. 

(7) Khulna Sadar Hospital — Ist August, 1944. 

(8) Mymensingh Sadar Hospital — Ist May, 1944. 

(9) Faridpur Sadar Hospital — Ist July, Ifi^. 

(10) Noalthali Sadar Hospital— 15th May, 1944. 

(11) Comilla Sadar Hospital — 15th June, 1944. 

(12) Rajshahi Sadar Hospital — Ist May, 1944. 

(13) Dinajpur Sadar Hospital — 5th May, 1944. 

(14) I^angpur Sadar Hospital — 20th July, 1944. 

(15) Bogra Sadar Hospital — 15th May, 1944. 

(16) Pabna Sear Hospital — 4th May, 1944. 

(17) Malda Sadar Hospital — 17th May, 1944. 

(18) Darjeeling Swlar Hospital — 19th July, 1944. 

Subdivisional Hospitals. 

(1) Katwa Hospital — ICth July, 1944. 

(2) Kalna Hospital — 16th July, 1944. 

(3) Asansol Ho^ital — 16th July, 1944. 

(4) Kampurhat Hospital — 16th July, 1944. 

(5) Vishnupur Hospital — Ist June, 1944. 

(6) Tamluk Hospital — Ist July, 1944. 

(7) Ghatal Hospital — 1st July, 1944. 

(8) Jhargram Hospital — 1st July, 1944. 

(9) Contai Hospital— Ist July, 1944. 

(10) Arambagh Hospital— Ist July, 1944. 

(11) Baairhat Hospital— 1st July, 1944. 

(12) Kustia Ho^ital— Ist July, 1944. 

(13) Meherpur Hospital— Ist September, 1944. 

(14) Kanagnat Hospital — 1st July, 1944. 

(16) Chuadanga Hospital— Ist July, 1944. 

(16) Jangipur Hospital— 20th July, 1944. 

(17) Jhenidah Hospital— 11th July, 1944. 

(18) Magura Hospital— 24th June, 1944. 

(19) Narail Hosjpital— 20th June, 1944. 

(20) Bangaon Hospital — 10th June, 1944. 

(21) Satkbira Hospital— Ist August, 1944. 

(22) Ba^rhat Hogutal— Ist^ugust, 1944, 

(2m Munshiganj Hospital — rist November, 1944. 

(35 Hishoregajy Hospital— let June, 1944. 

(2fi) Jamalpur Hospital— Ist June, 1944. 

(26) Tangail Hosidtal — Ist June, 1^^* 

(27) Netrokona Hosintal— Ist June, 1944, 

(28) Madaripur Hosiutal— 1st July, 1944. 
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(29) Bajbari Homtal — Ist July, 1944. 

(30) Gopalganj Hospital — Ist July, 1944. 

(31) Pirojpur Hospital— Ist July, 1944. 

(32) Bhola Hospi^ — 15ili June, 1944. 

<33) Brahmanbaria Hospital — 15tb June, 1944. 

(34) Chandpur Hospital— 15th June, 1944. 

(35) Feni Hospital — 15th June, 1944. 

(36) Natore Hospital — Ist June, 1944. 

(37) Naogaon Hospital — Ist May, 1944. 

(38) Balurghat Hospital — 15th August, 1944. 

(39) Thakurgaon Hospital — 15th August, 1944. 

(40) Alipore Duar Hospital — IG.th October, 1944. 

(41) Gaioandha Hospital — 20th July, 1944. 

1 42) Kurigram Hospital — 20th July, 1944. 

(43) Nilphamari Hospital — 20th July, 1944. 

(44) Serajgauj Hospital — 8th May, 1944. 

(45) Siliguri Hospital — 31st May, 1944. 

(46) Kurseong Hospital — Ist June, 1944. 

The following hospitals still remain unprovincialised. 

Sadar Hotpitalt, 

(1) Burdwan Sadar Hospital. 

(2) Siiri (Birbhulu) Sadar Hospital. 

( 3 ) Howrah General Hospital. 

(4) Barisal Sadar Hospital. 

(5) Chittagong General Hospital, 

<6) Jalpuiguri General Hospital. 

Suhdvtsional Ilospituls. 

(1) Uluberia Hospital. 

(2) Lalbagh Hospital. 

( 3 ) Diamond Harbour Hospital. 

(4) Barasat Hospital. 

(5) Cox's Bazar Hospital. 

(6) Manikganj Hospital. 

(7) Narayanganj Hospital. 

(8) Serampore Hospital. 

(9) Kandi Hospital. 

(10) Patuakhali Hospital. 

(11) Kalimpong Hospital. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Will Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether the municipal authorities are still bound to con* 
tinue their contributions? 

Khan Uhiti HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, all the local bodies have 
been asked to contribute. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon Me Minister be 

pleased to state whether they are continuing their contributions? 

Khan tahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Borne are continuing and others 

who are in correspondence with the Government will have to continue. 

Mf. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether there was appointment of any new staff in any 

hospital after the 16th of June, 1944, when there was proTincialitation of 
these hospitals? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, in some hospitals there 
have been appointments. * *■ 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hoa'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any new staff has been appointed in the Brahman- 
Daria Hospital? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDHIN AHMAD; I want notice. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR SAItYAL: Referring to the Berhampore 
Sadar Hospital, is the Hon’ble Minister aware that after the Provincial 
Government took over administration of this hospital not only no new 
appointment has been made in the medical or menial or nursing staff but 
that a large number of F. R. E. hospitals which are offering more attractive 
terms have taken away a portion of the existing staff which used to function 
before the Provincial Government took over? 

Khan Sahib HAMIOUODIN AHMAD: I think, the requisite staff is 
maintained there. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware 
that the number of doctors today there is less than half of what it was before 
the 15th of August? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUQDIN AHMAD: As soon as the report is received 
from the Civil Surgeon that more additional staff will be necessary, Govern- 
ment will certainly consider it. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware 
that the Hospital Committee sent a representation to the Government asking 
the Government to help the hospital by giving more medicines, more doctors, 
more nurses and more menials, but that nothing has been done yet? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware 
that before the proposed provincialisation was applied to this hospital, the 
Hospital Committee and the local municipality which is the parent body 
ana the district board did not agree to hand it over to the Provincial 
administration but that an assurance was given that the hospital will be 
given as much assistance as necessary, but nothing has been done yet? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: That assurance still remains. 
Government has tried to provide the necessary staff and medicines but nothing 
can be done overnight. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that in the months of September and October a complaint was made and 
that complaint was endorsed by the medical officer of the hospital that for 
want of Government assistance even tincture iodine is not available for the 
patients ? 

Khm Sihib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Has the Hon’ble Minister’s atten- 
tion been drawn to a reported case that in October a diptheria patient could 
not be treated in time because the stove could not be lighted for want of 
spirit or kerosene? 

Khill SMiib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is the Hon ’ble Minister aware 
that thereafter the Hospital Committee presided over by the District 
Magistrate of Murshidabad sent an emergent representation to the Govern- 
ment asking for Government assistance in men and in drugs but nothing has 
been done? 

Klum Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: If the honourable member wants 
to ask something a^ut any particular hospital, I want notice. 
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' ^ „.„iKA SEKHAR SANYALi I« the Hun’bU llbittor vnn 
that iipt who used to do part-time work oa the bask of aa hoao«* 

rariilS#*l^ been taken over by attractive F. R. E. hospitals and that unless 
equal ^T!» nf# *^tion is given to doctors of these ordinary hospitals it is very 
duhoill lor them to get doctors to serve there? 

IOmMI tahik HAMIDUDJDIN AHMAD: With regard to the fimi part I 
want notice; and with regard to the second part, it may be so. 

Mt. SAf/tNKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister bs 

pkased to consider the desirability of bringing the remuneration of ordinary 
hospital doctors on the same level as is offered to the doctors in the F‘. R. E. 
hospitals? 

^ Khan $ahih HAMIOUDDIN AHMAD: Whenever any hospital is taken 
over 'by Government all the staff become Government servants temiwrarily 
and they are entitled to"fhat salary which similar Government servants draw. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: My question is whether they will 
get salary and remuneration on the same basis as in F. R. E. hospitals? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: That will be considered. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA EEKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the IWble Minister be 
pleased to state whether nurses and menials of the F. R. E. hospitals get JU 
per cent, more than what is given to the nurses aud menials of the ordinary 
hospitals y 

Khui Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL; Will the Hoii'ble Minister be 
Hleast.l ti. coiisiatT the desirability of brintfinR the remuneration of the 
nurses an<l menials of the ordinary hospitals on the same level as is given 
to the nurses and menials of the F, R. E. hospitals? 


Khan SMiib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government will eertaiuly con- 
sider that. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is it not the Ilon’ble Minister’s 
information that throughout Bengal on the whole the admin istration of 
F. K. E. hospitals is much better than the administration of these ordinary 
hospitals? 

Khm Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, it is because Government 
have just taken over the administration of all these hospitals. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Does the Mon’ble Minister expec-t 
the patients to wait till the Government is in a position to finance and send 
men for the equipment of these hospitals? 

Kh«i SMiib HAHIDUJIDIN AHMAD: Patieuk are coming. In some 
of the hoapitaU definite improvement haa been made. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the honourable mcmlw 
consider the desirability of instructing the local authorities that thev should 
transfer patients from the ordinary hospitals to F. E. E. hospitals as far 
as possible? 

Khan 8«hib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 cannot answer tbat. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: What does the honourable 
member expect the patieBte to do tUl Oovenimeat tends drugs and doctors? 

. Kbrn Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: My point i* tbat the sad«r 

subdivisional hospitals were continuing so long to the disadvantage of me 

19 
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patient# and the patient# will have to snfer those disadvantsi^ lor sbme 
ume more unless and until Government can make provision for the improve- 
ment of all the hospitals. 

Dft SANAULLAHs Is the honurable member aware that District 
Boards of Benpil, speciallv the district board of Chittagong^, have been 
passing through a finnancial crisis at present? 

Khan lahih HAMIDUDDIN AHMAOs 1 cannot understand what the 
honourable member means by ^‘crisis**, but, of course, there is some finaimial 
difficulty in district boards. " ^ , 

Dfi SANAULLAH: Will the honourable member be pleased to state 
why the district boards are being compelled to contribute their normal quota 
to these Government hospitals? 

Khin Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have nothing more to add 
to the reply I have already given. 

Mft SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: W^ill the honourable member 
be pleased to state when the idea of provincialisation was first taken up by 
Government? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice for that. 

Mr# SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is it iiot a fact that this idea 
was taken up in view of the military requirements and now that the military 
reciuirements are not so pressing. Government is fighting shy of giving 
assistance to the sadar hospital#? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Had (jovernmeut any scheme 
ready when provincialisation was decided upon? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Certainly there was a scheme. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Then w'hat is the reason for this 
inordinate delay in giving this desired and exi>ected promised assistance to 
these hospitals? 

Khwi SMiib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: We have been giving it. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY* Will the Hon'ble Minister please tell 
the House whether Government is ready to instruct the district boards not 
to make any grant for these provincialised subdivisionai and sadar 
hospitals? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No, Sir. 

Con$titution'*of tha South SiSMiitan MunioipaJity. 

•SS. Mr. B I RAT CHANDRA MANDAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(a) the name# of the sitting Commissioners of the South Suburban 

Municipality, district 24«Parganas, showing both — 

(t) elected, and 

(it) nominated; and 

%> 

(b) the respeotive commmitiee they belon,. to!' 

KhM Miib HAMIOUODIK AHMAD (M btiMlf uf th. Hm'M. Khm 
MHMHr Mnilvi italaludiiii AlmiMl): A statement showing particulars 
U laid on the Table. 
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tefentd to in loply to $tafvtd queition No* 86* 
Names of Commissioners. Oastt. 

Electod, 


Baba Becharam Mukherjee 

... Qaste Hindu. 

Babu Fpendra Nath Banerjee 

Do. 

Babu Rmnendra Nath Eoy 

Do. 

Babu Halidas Roy 

Do. 

Babu Kunja Behary Mukherjee 

Do. 

Babu Sushil Kumar Chatterjee 

Do. 

Babu Satyen Kumar Mukherjee 

Do. 

Mr. Biren Roy, m.l.c. 

Do. 

Babu Charu Chandra Banerjee 

Do. 

Mr. R. Alara Chowdhury 

Muslim. 

Mauivi Golam Satter. 

Do. 

A ppointed. 

Babu Piyari Mohan Das 

Mre. Labanya Prova Dutt, m.l.c. 

... Caste Hindu. 

Christian. 

Mr. Joseph Issac 

Do. 


Maulvi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble MiniBter be pleased 
to state what is the strength of the different (communities in the matter of 
population and voting strength for the Muslims, Scheduled Castes, Caste 
Hindus and Christians!^ 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Is the name of Mrs. Labanya Prova 
Dutt on the voters* list of the municipality? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMiAD: I want notice. 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state on what principle tl\e appointments were made in the munici- 
pality and the question whether the names were on the voters* list was looked 
into? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In matters of appointment, 
tiovernmeiit is sometimes guided by the opinion of the local officers and 
always the opinions of the local officers are taken. 

Scaroity of potato toads in Bangal. 

*87. Mr# HARENDRA NATH DOLUl: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister in 
L'harge of the Agriculture Department aware that this year scarcity of potato 
seeds has been keenly experienced by the cultivators of the Province? 

(6) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) the causes that led to the scarcity ; and] 

(it) what steps Government has taken as a remedy of it? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state-~ 

(t) how many acres of lands ready for potato cultivation have been 

left uncultivated for want of potato seeds this year; and 

(u) whether the Government are considering the desirability for prompt 

supply of potato seeds to those cultivators ? 

MINISTER In obirga of Uit AGRIDULTURE DEPARTMENT (tho 
HonnHo. Khm Sabadur Myod MiiaziainudiM Haaain): (a) Tes; difEcuIties 

were experienced due to shortage of seeds ordinarily imported from other 
Provinces. 

(b) (t) Ban on export imposed by neighbouring j^vinces wlyich largely 
iupphed Bengal's demands in normal years coupled with difficulties of trans- 
‘port was responsible for the restriction in supply of seeds. 
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(tt) Tk# Governments of Bihar^ Punjab, Madias and Assam were requeat- 
ed te export quotas and Government of India were also moved to exercise 
^eir offices* 

(c) (i) In the absence of accurate statistics it is not i^sibie to say bow 
many acres are lying uncultivated but the ^neral impression in trade circles 
is that the normd area under potatoes bas Seen sown. 

(n) All possible steps have been taken for supply of seed potatoes. 

DieitMMal of one Babu Gagiii Ctimim DaSf t olork in the Myineiisiiigli 
Coilootorate. 

*88. Rai Sahib MONOMOHAN DAB; (a) Will the Hon’ble Mini^r 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact— 

(i) that one Babu Oagun Chandra Das, a clerk of the Mymensingh Col- 

lectorate, who was appointed at Kishoreganj Jagat Kishore 
Destitute Home (Mymensingh), as supepisor clerk has recently 
been discharged on the report of the Subdi visional Officer, Kishore- 
ganj, over the confidential note of the Superintendent of Desti- 
tute Home without any explanation from the clerk; and 

(it) that in spite of his repeated prayers he has not been supplied with 
any copy of the charge (if any) against him? 

(b) Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that the said clerk comes from the (Hrishi) section of the Scheduled 

Castes; and 

(?V) that the clerk holding the position of a supervisor in the Home was 
intolerable on the part oi the said Superintendent? 

(c) Is the ITon’hle Minister considering the desirability of making 
proper emiuiry and revising the order? 

MINISTER in oham of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hen’bie 
Mr. Tarek Neth Mukerlaa): (a){i) Yes. 

(ii) Only once he apiiroached the Suhdivisional Officer for a copy of the 
charge nfjainst him and he was asked to obtain it from the Collector’s office 
as the Collector passed orders for his discharge. 

(h)(0 Yes. 

(ii) and (r) No. There were .serious allegations a^inst him for which 
he was given repeated warnings hut as he did not mend his conduct, he was 
discharged. 

Rai Sahib MONOMOHAN DAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state on bow max^r occasions the clerk was given warning? 

TN HaiPbIt Mr. TARAK NATH MUICHERJEA: Warnings were 

given but I cannot say offhand without notice how many warnings were 
given. 

Rai Sahib MONOMOHAN DAS; Will the Hon’hle Himster be j^eased 
to tell us whether it is a fact that no opportunity was given to him to 
defend bis case? 

Tha Hon^bit Mr. TARAK NATH MUKER4EA: That is not a fact. 

Rai Babil MONOMOHAN OAS; Is it a fact that ill-feeling was going 
on l^tween the Superintendent and the clerk from the very banning of 
bis potting as Supervisor in the Home? 

Tha Hoiilib Mr. TARAK NATH MIIKERBBA: Govemmeni bas no 
sudb information. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: WBl the Hon’ble Minister be 
plea^ to state what were the main items in the charge? 

Tlli MlPblB Mr^ TARAK NATH MUKINJEA: There were variona 
ebarges. For details I want notice* 
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21. Mr. KHAGENDRA NATH OA8 GUPTA: With refereuca to the 
answer given on the 6th July, 11M3, to the unstarred question No. 7, 
rejprding classification of prisoner, Babu Subodh Kumar Mitra, B.sc., 
will" the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Home Department lie pltased to 
state — 

(a) the result of enquiry; 

(h) whether he was classified as Division TI prisoner; 

(c) if so, when; 

(d) the date of petition to the Home Department praying for higher 

classification; and 

(c) the date of his release? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: (o) to (c) As a result of the 

enquiry, Government were .^^atisfied that the prisoner was eligible for Divi- 
sion II and orders were issued to place him in Division II in Government 
order No. 10728H.J., dated the 3rd September, 1943. 

{(]) Government received no i>etition either from the prisoner or from 
any other person on his liehnlf praying for higher classification. 

(e) 7th August, 1943. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state the date of his arrest and the date when he was classified? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED Atl: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us at least the date of his conviction? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA. How is it that he was classified 
on the 3rd September, 1943, after his release which was on the 7th August, 
1943? 

Khan Bahachir MOHAMMED ALI: The honourable member has 
misunderstood. The position is this. When he was classed as Division 
111 at Jalpaiguri Government had no information about the classification. 
There is no procedure by which information is conveyed to Government 
regarding the classification of a convicted prisoner. The point is this: he 
was actually entitled to be classified as Division II but he classified as 
Division III. When this information was brought to the notice of Govern- 
ment probably by this question, Government immediately passed orders 
for the classification of the prisoner in Division II, but by that time the 
prisoner had been released. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
tell us when this information was communicated to Government that he 
was placed in Division III? 

KIma Biliadiar MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give tbe date, 

llr. NISHITHA NATH KUNOO: In view of the answer now 

given that this prisoner though entitled to be classified as Division II 
remained as Division III prisoner for the whole term,,, will the Honl>le 
Minister be pleased to state kow they are going to ensure speedy claisifica* 
tion to the deserving prisoners? 
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Khan Bahaillir MOHAMMED ALIl The dlasBification is done by the 
Court. 4 Normally a prisoner is classified as Division I or II on representa- 
tion being made to the Court. If any classification above III is made, a 
reference has to be made to Government, but in case of classification in 
Division III no reference bas |p be made to Government. Now, this 
prisoner being convicted at Jalpaiguri was classed as Division III. So no 
action was tuen by Government, because Government were not informed 
of the classification. When the attention of Government was drawn to the 
matter that the prisoner was classified as Division III prisoner who should 
be normally classified in Division II, Government immediately conducted 
an enquiry and passed orders that he should be classified as Division II 
prisoner, nut by that time the prisoner had been released. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNOU: How do the Government ensure 
that a prisoner deserving class II or I be at once classified as Division II or 
I by the Court and not rot as Division III prisoner in the jail? 

Khan Bthadur MOHAMMED ALI: If anybody is not satisfied with 
the decision of the Court, he can always appeal to Government for better 
classification and in this case Govennent was not moved. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
us whether the Police Department in this case interferes with the free 
judgment of the Court to make divisions about security prisoners or poli- 
tical prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. No, Sir; and so far as security 
prisoners are concerned there is no question of classification. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon'ble Minister think it 
desirable to empower the trial <*ourt to classify j)riHoners to I and II classes 
pending confirmation by Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is done. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, answer to my question has not 
been given. Will the Hon ’hie Minister please tell the House whether the 
Police Department interferes with the free judgment of the Court in classi- 
fying prisoners, whether convicted or detained? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, there is no interference. 

Grant of family allowances to security prisoners. 

» Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANCULi: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Depiitment be pleased to state whether 
the following 8e{urity and State prisoners have been granted allowances 
for the maintenance of their families: — 

(1) Srijut Ganendra Chandra Bhattacbarji, of Dacca. 

(2) Srijut Debendra Bijoy Dutta, of Faridpur. 

(3) Pi^fessor Saroj Kumar Sen, of Faridpur. 

(4) Sri jut Preoranjan Das Gupta, of Bansal. 

(6) Srijut Phani Sarkhel, of Barisal. 

(6i Srijut Dhiresh Chandra Ghosh, of Comilla. 

(7) Dr. Habindra Kumar Hoy, of Dacca. 

(81 Srijut Charu Chandra Roy, of Dacca. 

(9) Srimt Tejendra DuttaT of Dacca, 

dO) Srijut Atul (Thandra fiutt, of Comilla, 

dl) Srijut Prafulla Ranjan Ghosh alias Nathu, of Dacca, 

(12) Brijut Birendra Chandra Qanguli, State prisoner, and 

(18) Srijut Bhplanath Dae, of Howrah? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Ministear be 
pleased to etate the reasons therefor? 
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(c) Jb the Hon'ble Minister aware — 

(t) that the abovementioned security and State j^riaoners were the earn- 
ing members of their families ; and 

(ii) that the families of the abotementioned prisoners are almost in 
starving condition P 

(d) TYill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment are considering the desirability of granting them suitable allowances 
for the maintenance of their families? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is laid on the 
Library Table. 

(b) and (c) The honourable member is referred to my reply to (ab 

(d) Does not arise. 

Treatment of certain security prisoner detained in the HiJIi Special Jail. 

n. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA QANGULI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minis- 

ter in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(/) the present condition of health of the security prisoner Sreejut 
Kedareswar Sen Gupta ; and 

(if) whether the aforesaiil security prisoner wu.s examined by the— 

(1) (’ivil Surgeon of Miduaport*, and 

(2) Medical Officer of (he Ilijli Special JailP 

(}t) If the answer to ((t){ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state the result thereof? 

(c) Will the Ifoii bh* Minister Ik* (densed to state whether Sreejut Keda- 
reswar Sen (iiipta was also examined in the Meslical College Hosjuitiils, 
Calcutta? 

{d) If .so, will the Ilon ble Minister be pleased to state the result thereof? 

(e) Is it a fact that Sreejut Kedareswar Sen Gupta is confined to bed 
and cannot .^tand up? 

(/) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, is the HonTde Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of sending him to a sanatorium for treatment? 

The Hcn’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a)(i) He is ilUnourished and 
emaciated — his present weight is 74 lbs. only. 

(n) and (c) Ves. 

{(>) The doctors were of opinion that it was a case of chronic intestinal 
tuberculosis. 

id) The medical officer was of opinion that this prisoner was suffering 
from indigestion and the effects of constipation. He had also chronio 
urticaria, 

(e) Yes. Cannot stand up without support. 

(/) The prisoner was examined by the First Physician of the Medicil 
College, Calcutta, who was of opinion that his case was not serious and he 
could be treated with plenty of good food. He has, therefore, been traas- 
ferred to the Jalpaiguri Jail where he is getting all the facilities prescribed 
for him It is reprted that his health has shown slight improvement since 
hiis arrival in the Jalpaiguri Jail. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the present age of the security prisoner in question? 

Khan SMiadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask Uft notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state. what is the height of the security prisoner? 

Khan Bahidur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give this information 
offhand. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government is satisfied that the prisoner has the normal 
minimum weight of a man**^f his age and hei{^t? 
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Kliail BttUUliif ilOHAIIilED ALl8 It has already been stated that be 
is weak and emaciated and sufferings from chronic dyspepsia and as such he 
has not got the normal weight. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
|o state whether the prisoner l^as gained in weight since his transfer to 
J'alpaiguri in any way? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the condition as 
described in the answer, does the Hon’ble Minister consider the desir- 
ability of releasing this prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the prisoner has ever been given treatment for his chronic 
intestinal tuWculosis from which he is suspected to be suffering? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The case of the prisoner was first 
diagnosed as chronic intestinal tuberculosis, but he was examined properly 
later on and the case was diagnosed as chronic dyspepsia. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the idea in keeping in detention a man who from all informa- 
tion given by Government is more dead than alive? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not exactly correct. I 
draw the attention of the honourable member to the latter part of answer 

(/I- 

Mr. GHARU CHANDRA ROY: How many days was this prisoner in 
the Medical College? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister please tell 
us why lie was not properly treated in the Medical College? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was properly treated. He was 
examined by the First Physician of the Medical College. Calcutta, who 
was of opinion that his case was not serious and he could be treated with 
plenty of good food and ordinary normal medicine. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: How long is he in detention? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NitNITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given that 
the security prisoner cannot stand up without suppOTt, will the Hon’ble 
Minister kindly reconsider his case and release him because he is unfit to 
do anything subversive? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He is weak, but I draw the atten- 
tion of the honourable member to the latter part of my answer (/) where it is 
stated that his condition has shown improvement since his arrival in 
Jalpaiguri after his treatment in the Medical College, Calcutta. 


Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to give us some idea as to in what respect he Has obtained slight 
improvement at Jalpaiguri jail? 

Khm BMwiter MOHAMMCS ALI: I ask for notice. 


Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: When will Government think hit 
case to be serious and under what circumstances? 

Klmn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: II and when the ease becomea 
•eriout, Ctovemment will think it wriout. 
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WitiAiMiiig vf « litter tf Dr. Sureeh Chandri tenirlei m iiiimmi GanM. 

A Dr. GURESH CHANDRA BANERilEi: (a) Will the Hon’Ue 
Miniiter in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that a letter wriUen on 8th Augtisi, 1944, by Dr* Suresh 
Chandra Banerjee, m.l.a., at present a security wisoner in the Rajshahi 
Central Jail, to Mahatma Gandhi, Sevagrara, Wardha, C.P., has lieen with- 
held by the Government? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’We Minister l>e pleased to slate the reasons 
thereof? 

(c) Is it a fact that the letter referred t^ did not deal with Jail affairs 
or with wlitics? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to lay a copy of the letter on 
the Table? 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : iVi) Yes. 

(b) The letter was not confine<l to his private matters as contemplated in 
rule 19 of the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules. 

(c) No. 

(d) 1 am not prepared to do this in the public interest. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister please 
tell us what public interest will suffer by laying a copy of tbe letter on the • 
table? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is not expedient in the interest 
of flu* public security to lay a copy of the letter on the table 

Arrest of Babu Arun Obamln Sen. 

29. Mr. RADHA NATH DASr Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state— 

(a) the date when and the circumstancee in which Babu Arun Chandra 

Sen, son of Rai Dr. Dines Chandra Sen Bahadur, d.litt., was 

arrested under tbe Defence of India Rules at Sonada in the dis- 
trict of Darjeeling; 

(b) whether it is a fact— 

(V) that at the time of the arrest the residence of Arun Bahu 
was searched ; 

(n ) that nothing objectionable was found ; 

(iii) that Arun Babu was taken away from Darjeeling district on 
the day following his arrest; 

(iv) that he wus made to walk to the Darjeeling railway station 
on foot from the jail; and 

(r) that Arun Babu was taken in a third class carriage while tbe 
escorting I.B. officer travelled in a second class compart- 
ment : 

(c) what was the information in jwssession of Government regarding 

the sl^tus, education and state of health of Babu Arun Oiandra 

Sen while he was placed under arrest; and 

(d) what is the present position regarding the detention of this 

gentleman ? 

Tht Hon'bl# Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The action regarding the 
arrest and detention of Balm Arun Chandra Sen was taken at the instance 
of the Government of India. I must in the public interest decline to 
furnish eny further details. 

Dr. NAUNAKiHA BANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be plea^ 
to state which part of the questkm is answered by tbe reply that action 
regarding the arrest and detention of BiiImi Arun Chandra 8en was taken 
at the instance of the Government of Indl% Is the Oovemm^t of India 
naponaihle for placing this jphsoner ui^er nicest when he was ill? He was 
taken away from the Da^dhling district; he went there for a change. 
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Kllill SaiNMtof MOHAMilCO ALI: Orders for tiie arreet of the 
aeetirity prisoner were issued by the Qoyernment of India ^ and the Govern- 
ment of India is also responsible for the detention of the prisoner. 

Dfi NALINAKSHA 8ANYALS Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Government qd India also was respo^ible for taking* 
the prisoner on foot from his residence to the railway station when he was 
sick ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information of Government 
is that he was in good health at the time of arrest. 

Dff NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Was he or was he not taken on foot 
from his residence to the railway station? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 1 cannot give 
the information offhand. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to reply to question 
(b) (iv)t namely, that he was made to walk to the Darjeeling railway station 
on foot from the jail, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he 
made any enquiries following this question as to whether that was corm't? 

^ Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information that Government 
received is that he was in good health at the time of arrest. 

Dr# NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What is the distance between the 
Darjeeling jail and the Darjeeling railway station? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Government of India order was to penalise this gentleman, 
an cJ'-Professor of the Scottish ('hurch College and son of Rai Hahadur 
D. C, Sen, a doctor of the University of Calcutta and to take him in a 
third class coin})artment? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question of penalising does 
not arise at all. Under rule 60 of the Security Prisoners Rules, prisoiiers 
are entitled to intermediate class travel, but in the I). H. Railway there is 
no intermediate class. Therefore the prisoner was given the o])tion to travel 
in second class if he paid the difference over and above of third class fare, 
which the prisoner refused to pay. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that while the prisoner 
was taken in a crowded third class compartment, the I. B. officer accom- 
panying him travelled in a second class compartment? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Notice was there already. The ques- 
tion was thei'e, namely, (6) (?’) “that Arun Babu was taken in a third class 
carriage while the escorting I. B. officer travelled in a second class eomparU 
ment”. 

Khm Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have not got the information 
rejjrarding tlie latter part, but I have already stateti why he travelled in a 
third class compartmeni. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon^le Minister be pleased 
to state whether this prisoner is detained within the province of Bengal or 
outside? , ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Outside. 

Or. NALINAKtHA SANYAL: Will the Hon^ble M^ter be pleased 
to state if tihe relations of the prisoner have been given ii^ormation as to 
Lis place of detention and whether facilities are being provided to them for 
interviewaf 
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KMgm Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This infonnatiou, 1 can 

not be given by us because we are not aware of the place of deten^on of the 
security prisoner more than the fact that he is now in the custody of the 
Government of India and any information regarding the prisoner may be 
obtained from the Government of India who are responsible for his deten- 
tion. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Government of Bengal had anything to do with the detention 
and arrest of the privsoner, Babu Arun Chandra Sen? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I would refer the honourable 
member to the reply already given. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The answer is that the action «was at 
the instance of the Government of India. May we kin)W whether tliat 
action was engineered by or prompted through any act of the Government 
of Bengal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* The question of engineering does 
. not arise. The action was taken by the Government of India and the arrest 
was carried out by the Governmeut of Bengal at the instance of the 
Government of India. 

Mr. NI8HITHA MATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that there is a rule which provides for carrying the j)rismier in 2nd class 
if the escort is an Anglo-Indian Sergeant? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The rule provides that he should 
travel by the Intennediute Class and if the security prisoner, where there 
is no Intermediate class, pays the difference, he Is given the option of 
travelling in the upper class. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon'ble Minister know 
that there is a rule which provides for the travel of u prisoner in the second 
class if the escort i.s an Anglo-Indian Sergeant? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the rule which provides 
that a prisoner can be taken in the upper class if the escort hai)i>ens to be 
an Anglo-Indian, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why the 
difference was charged in the case of this prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already pleaded my ignor- 
ance so fur as that rule is concerned. F do not know ivhether the rule 
exists (»r not. So, 1 cannot answer that question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that there is 
such a rule, does the Hcm’ble Minister think it <le.HirabIe to revise the rule 
to which he referred? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware. So, h<w can I 

answer that question P 

Mr. NItHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will tbe tton’ble Minister be 
pleoiM to state how by Kivinjt information regarding the education, .tatu. 
and health of the prisoner public interest will be jeopardised? 

Khah Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot answer that question in 
the public interest. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to tbe answer Uiat he 
was taken m the third class as there was no intermediate dass, will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to tell tbe House whether the Government will 
consider the desirabih^ of /revising the rule so that where there is no Inter- 
mediate Class, the prisoner may to taken by the nmtt higher class? 
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KIuhi Miadtir MOHAMilED ALI: I think a« for as my information 
it is only in the Darjeeling Himalayan Railway there is no Interme> 
lie Class. 


STARRED QUESnONS 
(to which oriH ancwm were giveii) 

Arrest of persom in Chittagong sinee outbreak of present war. 

•SO* Mr. P. BANERiil: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of persons arrested in Chittagong, and taken in custody 
as security prisoners after the war had broken out ; 

(«) the number of persons arrested from August, 1942; and 
(Hi) the number of them who have so far been released? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be jdeased to state — 

(i) whether an M.L.A. from the Chittagong district brought to the 
notice of the Government immediate necessity for the grant of 
allowance to the families of the following persons, viz. : — 

(1) Srijut Dwijendra Pal — security prisoner, Central Jail, Dacca, 

(2) Suresh Ch. Banerjee — ^security prisoner, Central Jail, Dacca, 

(3) Amalendu Bikash Das — security prisoner, Central Jail, 
Dacca, 

(4) Phanindra Bikash Das Gupta — security prisoner, Central Jail, 
Dacca, 

(6) Ananda Chandra De — security prisoner, Central Jail, Dacca, 
(G) Barada Prasad Nandy — security prisoner, Central Jail, Dacca, 

(7) Pratap ('handra Rakshit — Rajshahi Central Jail, and 

(8) Dr. S. N. Chowdhury, b.sc., Homeopath— interned in hi* 
village Surhy, Chittagong; and 

(it) whether family allowance in any of the cases mentioned above has 
been granted? 

(c) If the answer to is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state the amount granted in each case? 

(d) If the answer to {h)(ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason why no allowance has been granted? 

Khin Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of the Hon’blo Khwaja 
Sir NaiNnuddin): (a) (i) One hundred and thirteen. 

(if) Two thousand four hundred and thiity-fiye. 

(til) One thousand two hundred and eighty-nine. 

(h)(i) Yes, only in the case of Dr. S. N. Chowdhury. 

(n) Yes, in all cases except Babu Suresh Chandra Banarjee, from whom 
no application for family allowance has yet been received by Government. 

(c) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(d) Does not arise, 

Rogarding parsons trrsstod in some subdivisions of Midnapora, during tha 
pariod from 8th Augiwt, m% to 20th Juna, im 

•90l Mr. lOWAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon'bie Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to lay on the Table, a 
statement showing for subdivisions of Oontai, Tamluk and Sadar in the 
district of Midnapore during thiP^ period from 8th August, 1942, to 20th 
June, 194S— 

(1) the total number of arrest; 

(2) the total number of persons — 

(A) tried, 

(B) oonvieted, and 
(0) aoqaitM; and 





(S) the total number of releaee— 

(A) at the expiry of terms, or 

(B) otherwise? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table another 
statement showing — 

(i) the total number of undertrials on the l^h June, 1^3, in all the 
jails of the district under the following categories, vi*. — 

(1) detained without trial for more than 8 months, 

(Z) detained without trial for 7 months, 

(3) detained without trial for 6 months, 

(4) detained without trial for 5 months, and 

(5) detained without trial for 4 months; 

(ti) the total number of prisoners on the 20th June, 1043, other than the 
security prisoners or State prisoners under the following categories 
in the Midnapore Central Jail — 

(1) convicted, and 

(2) undertrials ; and 
(tit) the total number of — 

(1) indoor, and 

(2) outdoor 

patients on 20th June, 1^, in the Midnapore Central Jail ? 

(c) Is it a fact that all the undertrials are to take their metils in sal leaf 

instead of utensils? , . , ^ rr .n %r- • ^ i 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will Uie Iloii hie Minister be 
pleased to state what steps, if any, he proposes to take in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (1) and (2). 




Total number 






of 

Tried. Convicted. 

Acquitted. 



arrests. 




Midnapore 

. . 

2,341 

929 

479 

450 

Contai 


1,286 

424 

281 

143 

Tamluk 


1,717 

659 

394 

165 

Total 

•• 

5,344 

1,922 1,164 

758 

(a) (3)- 



Total number of 






release at the 

Otherwise. 




expiry of terms. 



Midnapore 

. • 

394 

216 


Contai 


. • 

. , 6 

317 


Tamluk 


.. 

. 21 

261 



Total 

421 

794 


<&) (i)- 






Midnapote. 

Tamluk. 

(kmtai. Jbaxgram. 

Ghatal. 

Total. 

(ii 

1 

Nil. 

Nil. NU. 

Nil 

7 

(3) 

tso 

ff 

f» ft 

ft 

50 

(3) 

00 

1 

ft ft 

tf 

91 

W 

73 

i 

.. 1 

4 

79 

<8) 

103 

10 

« 3 

$ 

139 



QFESflOSfS. 


[2ara Fw., 


im 

(1) One thousand and twenty-threo. 

(2) One thousand and thirty-soven including 27 sessions. 

(Hi) (1) Two hundred and eighteen including 92 conraleecenta. 

(2) Sixty-one including old cases. 

(c) No. When there was a sudden influx of jthe number of under-trial 
prisoners, some of them were supped temporarily with ml leaves to take 
their meals but they have already been supplied with necessary utensils. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Supply pf olottiifigi to BilMi Adhir Cumar Baiiarji, a saourity prisoner. 

/SI. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether he 
is aware that Babu Adhir Cumar Banerji who is at present a security pri- 
soner placed in the Suri Jail has not been supplied with jail clothings 
although his confirmation as a secuirty prisoner has been made about 
2 months ago? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
thereof ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) and (h) 1 understand that there was some delay in 
supplying clothing to this prisoner. But this delay was due to the fact 
that the nrisoner refused clothing of the standard variety and insisted on 
khaddar clothing of a particular type which was not then locally available. 
He has since been suoplied with all his clothing and transferred to the 
Midnapore Central Jau. 

Supply of olothinge to security prisoners of Buxs Special Reserve and 

otner jails. 

•S2. Babu JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: {a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department aware — 

(i) that many security prisoners of the Buxa Special Reserve, the Midna- 
pore (Central and other jails did not get and are not getting on 
due dates of supply many items of clothings and other articles 
due to them according to the Security Prisoners Rules; 

(ti) that according to a cinmlar from the Inspector-General of Prisons 
issued in June la.st or thereabout the period of life or duration 
of articles would in future be reckoned from due date on which 
the articles are to Iw sup[)lied, but any article alre^y issued 
after receipt of the said circular though its due date of issue was 
prior to date of receipt of the circular would be deemed to have 
been issued on due date and its period of life or duration would 
be reckoned from the date of its issue and due date of its replace- 
ment by a new one calculated accordingly ; and 

(tif) that in cons^uence thereof many security prisoners are not getting 
many articles due to them and which tney would have got had 
the Jail authoriUes or authorities concern^ supplied the articles 
on due dates of supply and replacement? 

(h) If the answers to (a) are in ihe afl&rmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be meased to state whether the Hon’ble Minister is considering the desir- 
ability of issuing orders so that not only in future as stated in the above- 
mentioned circular but also fowthe period prior to its issue the period qf 
life or duration of articles are -to be reckoned from due date on which the 
articles are and were to be supplied and thereby the security prisoners may 
get all the articles due to them but not yet supplied? 

(t) If the answer to (5) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister hq 
pleam to state the reasons thereof? 
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Klin BahMiur MOHAMMED ALI (mi ItMf if Hit HMUrti KhMaJa 

Sir Hililliuiilill): (a) (») and (ni) I have no exact information but I am 
awaii ijbat due to the uncertain condition of market delays sometimes ooour 
in supplying due articles to security prisoners. These are unavoidable in 
these Jays of emergency but every effort is made to mimmise them. 

(u) Yes. 

(b) and (c) Originally the period of life or duration of an article si^plied 
to sectirity prisoners was reckoned from the date of actual issue. I nave 
since decided to discontinue this practice and have laid down the principle^ 
with effect from the 31 st May, 1944, that the period of life or duration of an 
article should he counted from the date on which it is due and not from the 
date on which it is actually supplied. For obvious reasons this decision can* 
not be implemented retrospectively but this principle is being followed 
in respect of all articles that fall due on or after the 31st May, 1944. I 
have also decided to follow this principle in respect of articles that fall due 
before the 31st May, 1944, but could not be actually supplied by that date. 

Censoring of letters of Dr, Suresh Chamfra Banerjee» M.L.A., a toourity 

prisoner. 

*83. Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: {a) Will the Hon’hle 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) IK»partment be pleased to state — 

(/) whether it is a fact that a letter written by security prisoner Dr. 
Suresh Chandra Hanerjee, m.l.a., at present lodged in the 
Kajshahi (Vntral Jail, to security prisoner Dr. Nripendra Nath 
Bose of the Alijwre Central Jaif was withheld by the District 
Intelligence Branch, Rajshahi, on the ground that the letter 
contained discussions about jail affairs; 

(u) whetlier security prisoners are i)ennitted to write about their health 
to their friends in other jails; 

(ui) if so, is it not a fact that in the letter referred to Di\ Banerjee 
described only the present condition of his health and the letter 
contained no information about jail affairs; 

^iv) whether it is a fact that the duty of censoring letters is generally 
entrusted to young officers who are inexperienced in censoring; 
and 

(r) whether as to censoring letters the decision of the District Intelli- 
gence Officer is finm or whether there is any higher authority 
to revise their decision ? 

(6) If there be any higher authority, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
Btate~~“ 

(i) whether the letter was referred to such authority; and 
(tV) if so, with what result? 

Khtn Bahalur MOHAMMED ALI (on bobtif of tho Hon'Mo Khwaln 
Sir NaiHiNiddifi): (a) (t) Yes. 

(it) I refer the honourable member to rule 19 of the Bengal Security 
Prisoners Rules, a copy of which is placed in the Library. 

(nV) and (it?) No. 

(r) I refer the honourable member to rule 22 of the Bengal Security 
Prisoners Rules, a copy of which is placed in the Library. 

(6)(i) Yes. 

(ii) The decision of the District Intelligence Branch was confirmed. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon^le Minister be 
pleased to tell us definitely whether a security prisoner detained in one jail 
.can write to another security prisoner in another jail regarding the health 
of the prisoner? ^ 
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If Idiiil MMiur MONAMflD ALIl The ittbjeet matter of afl letters 
jBinst be limited itrictly to private matters. There must be no discussioci 
% ^e letters aibeut the ^il admitiistrattou or diMipliue. They must nut 
'also refer to the healUi of other prisoners or to politics. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OATTAs Is the health of a particular 
prisoner a private matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The rule lays down that there 
should be no reference to other security prisoners. 

Mr. NilHiTHA NATH KUNOU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state how and in what manner he violated the provisions of rule 
19 in this particular case? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T cannot say in what particular 
manner the rule was violated, but the rule was violated and therefore the 
letter had to be withheld. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKERl Question time over. It is expected that 
today^s business may be over by 6 p.m. or even earlier. 

(The Mouse was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After ctdjaumment.) 

Ordmanea. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: I be^ to lay. under 
seciion 88(^2) (a) ’of the Government of India Act, 19-35, the Beng-al Desti- 
tute Persons (Repatriation and Relief) Ordinance, 1944. 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Tha Bangal Embankmant (Amandment) Bill, 1944, as passed by the Bengal 
Lsgislathrs Counail. 

Tha Han’bis Mr^, BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Embankment t Amendment) Bill, 1944, as passed by the 
Bengal Legislative Council, be taken into consideration. 

Mr. SAiANKA 8EKHAR 8ANAYL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
want to avail of this opportunity of offering some constructive suggestions 
regarding the ante-diluvian character of the law of 188:2 which is proposed 
to be amended only in part thereof and I would expect the Hon’ble Minister 
to consider my suggestions for what they are worth so that he may advise 
his department and Government accordingly. 

In 1882 the embankment probably was a normal neceaeity on account 
of the particular character of the rivers of that time and of the particular 
oWaoter of the overflow from such rivers. In 1882 the rivers were not so 
shallow as they are now. Rivers then had the containing and carrying 
capacity of much of the water that flowed into them, either from the rains 
or from ^e overflow from the hill tracts but by the gradual silting up of 
the rivers the reasons for which have been fully explained by Sir William 
Wilcox, the conditions of things today are far different from what they 
were in 1882 or some time before that or some time after that. 

Now, Sir, embankmentB now-a-days have become more or less a menaoe 
and peril to agricultural intere^ in the country. Formerly crops had to 
be protected’ from inundation by setting up bunds but high flow was not a 
normal phenomenon every and when high flood did come it mallv 
threatened much of the standing crops and the necessity for protecting such 
crops from inundation and damage by means of setting up bunds, was felt 
«orreoGy. But today, Sir, what is the position? The embankments or the 
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getting ol the embankments there geryee a different purpose. The rivers do 
not possess the old containing or carrying capacit>\ They have become 
shallow • and almost every year there are certain chronic area^ in which 
whether there is high flood in big rivers or not. whether there is heavj* 
rainfall or not, they pasvs through certain well known tracts and here the 
concern of the Government is not so much to maintain the bunds for protect- 
ing the outflow of water; on the, other hand, the concern of the Govern- 
ment ought to be to remove sit^ of the bunds so that the water which over- 
flows from the rivers can flow into other areas instead of remaining blocked 
in a particular place. What is hapj>euing today is that the Department is 
sticking to the orthodox embankments but the necessity of the actual condi- 
tion of things requires that these embankments should disapi)ear. 

Now, Sir, in this matter I can refer to my own district. During the 
last eight years that I have been in this House tliere have been several 
conferences which were presided over by experts of the Department and 
non-oflicials who claim to have some knowledge of things and in some of 
the conferences there was a unanimous demand that the.se embankments 
will not only be not repaired but that the residues of the embankments 
should be demolished altogether. And even when the present Minister 
assumed office his attention was drawn to the matter through the pre.ss and 
through other machineries and at some time T understand he gave some indi- 
cation that he would look into these questions, but 1 am again referring to 
the conditions in my district that when there was a demand for demolition 
of an embankment certain vested interests who were biding their time got 
hold of the situation when there was a recommendation from the Govern- 
ment of India that ])ettv irrigation schemes taken up by the Government 
in the ]»rovim’e would be financed and assisted by the revenues from the 
Centre. At oru'c the wlnp of the de])artment went over to the districts and 
the District Magi.strates, the District Engineers and the Fixecutive Engineers 
felt one thing but they insisted that something has to be done because the 
Government of India would pay the money and the Bengal G(»vernment 
should sec their uay that their money is spent and that the local authori- 
ties mu.st be as (juick to do things as possible and the result has been that 
embankments whidi were proposed to be abolished on a unanimous re<'om- 
mendalion of all the available local opiniona endorsed by the officials of the 
Irrigation Department, these embankments are again being set up and the 
zemindars and other influential persons are influencing the persons of the 
Department to do thing.s in their own way. The result has been that the 
embankments which are going to be set up or repaired at the cost of the 
public revenues will be a permanent source of destruction to the standing 
crop of thousand.s and thousands of acres of land. The reason is obvious. 
If water is not allowed to pass on account of some impediment standing, it 
may for the time being do some good to the restricted area but a larger area 
which requires a free passage and flow of water will suffer. As a matter of 
fa^'t I am speaking from what I know in my district as to how embankments 
have caused devastation to standing crop and therefore my idea is that the 
law of 1882 should not only he amended in part and piecemeal but this law 
should be repetded altogether and Government should consider the desir- 
ability of bringing a comprehensive legislation which will give good bye to 
all that was necessary in the past and which will take stock of the existing 
state of things and in this matter Government should he advised not only 
by iU own department but Government should take special opinion of the 
district hoards, municipalities and local bwiies which are strictly function- 
ing in every loirality and non-official of all sort should be elicited. There- 
fore I would request the Hon'ble Minister to consider this question from a 
constructive point of view. Let this Act, namely, Bengal Embankment Act 
of 1882, come to an end. Let a new Bill be drafted by the Minister and 
let it be influenced ^d determined and guided by official and non-official 
opinion and the opinion of the expert «o that a comprehensive Bill will bring 
in legislation which will serve the purposes of all sections and will be for 
the lasting benefit of agriculiurists of this province. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Proeanna Pain that the Ben^l 
Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1^44, as passed by the Bengal Legislative 
Council be .taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and agreed 
to. 

Clause 2. 

Dr. NALINAKiHA 8ANYAL: Sir, in moving the amendment given 
notice of I only seek to clarify one point which in a way is contained in 
sections 58 to (jO of the Act regarding the apportionment of cost amongst 
various parties benefited through this measure. I move that in clause 2(5) 
after the proposed clause (la) of section 7 of the Act, the following proviso 
be added, namely: — 

“Provided that no additional burden for the maintenance or repairs of 
such embankment may be imjwsed on the adjoining tenants or 
on the landlord unless proportionate benefit is accrued to them.'* 

Sir, I feel that in matters like this when Government find it necessary 
in public interest to come forward with a suggestion through their local 
officials to effect some executive act by way of issuing an order for rejiairs 
of an embankment by private parties, Government should also be in a position 
to contribute something towards that act. I nfortunately. it was not possible 
within the rules of the Assembly to suggest that part of the repairs cost be 
borne by Government be<’ause rules will not permit me to imp(vse any burden 
by amendment on the Provincial Government. My intention has been, Sir, 
that there should be some reasonable contribution by (iloveruiuent and the 
I'ublic should not be called uinm to bear a portion of the cost higher than 
the actual benefit that may 1^ obtained from the same. If on a reading 
of the relevant sections, sections 54 to 60 as a matter of fact, it is the 
opinion of the Government that my motion is not necessary, 1 shall not 
press it to vote. 

Th0 Hon’blt Mr. BARADA PROSANNA PAIN: Sir, in regard to the 
observatidns made by Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal. I shall have the position 
examined in view of the submissions which he has made, 1 wtuild only 
like to point out that opinions differ with regard to the utility of embank- 
ments. Some experts say that embankments are absolutely ruinous; some 
say that they are nece88a^y^ 

With regard t» the amendment of Dr. Sanyal, 1 should say that it is 
redundant because the purjwse which he tries to secure is already secured 
by the provisions of apportionment amongst zemindars under clause 58 and 
amongst tenure>holders under clause 59 — about ratable proportion of bene- 
fits so receievd or the areas so benefited. In this view I shall seriously ask 
Dr. Sanyal to withdraw his amendment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Yes, Sir, I have no objection to with- 
draw my amendmend. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 2(5) after the pro- 
posed clause (la) of section 7 of the Act, the following proviso be adaed, 
namely : — 

“Provided that no addi^nal burden for the maintenance or repairs of 
such embankment may be imposed on the adjoining tenants or 
on the landlord unless proportionate benefit is accrued to them.** 
was then by leave of the House withdrawn. ' 

The question that clause 2 stand part of the Bill was then put and agreed 
to. 
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Preamble. 

The question that the preamble stand part of the Bill was tbes put and 
agreed to. 

The Hon'bla Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAINS Sir, I beg to move 
that the Bengal Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1944, as settled in the 
Assembly, be passed. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 rise 
to oppose this motion on the ground that the Bengal Embankment Act 
should be repealed instead of being amended in the way it is sought to be 
amended. In this matter, Sir, the Hon'ble Minister wants to say that there 
is dihereuce of opinion with regard to the necessity of embankments. But, 
Sir, I speak from my own experience. So far aa the Gumti Embankment is 
concerned in the district of Tippera, this is a question which is agitating 
for the last 190 years and the opinions of a good many experts have been 
taken over this questicm and as there have J)een breaches in the embankment 
almost annually, flood is now almost an annual visitation. With regard to 
this matter, since the year 1937 — since I have been here — I have been pres- 
sing that something must be done with regard to this embankment. As a 
matter of fact, there was a conference and in the conference that was held in 
December, 1939, it was decided unanimously and the exfMjrts agreed that 
the embankment should be done away with. As amongst the members 
present and as amongst the exj>erts, there was the unanimous decision that 
the embankment should be done away with and that was the policy of the 
Government for a long time. A portion of the Gumti Embankment was 
done away with long before. Our contention was that the embankment on 
both sides should be done away with and the contention was accepted by all 
the ex])erts present, but peculiarly, Sir, instead of doing away with ilm 
embankment, it has now been heightened. The Hon’ble Minister kuow^s 
that the enilmnkinent has been. heightened, it has been broadened and it has 
been made jrurra on two sides. It has been made imrcu on account of the 
])r()ximity of the aerodrome, this is the reason, but not for the benefit of the 
people or for the benefit of the agriculturists. I know, Sir, tliat a portion of 
it has been made pucca for the benefit of the uermlroiue and some portion has 
not been made pucra. The result is that there will be breaches iu (hut part 
ot the embaukineut and there w'ill be annual visitation of floixls. So, Sir, 
it is not a fact that there was a difference of opinion with regard to doing 
away with the embankment. The opinion was unanimous that he embank- 
ment should be done away with. 

So, Sir, I beg to submit that there was no necessity for a Bill like this. 
There was necessity for a Bill for repealing the Bengal Embankment Act 
and finding out means as to how floods could be averUtd in pla<’es where there 
are embanxments and bow' agriculture could be improved. With these few 
words, I oppose this motion. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain that the Bengal 
Embankment (Amendment) Bill, 1944, as settle<l in the Assembly, be passed, 
was then put and agreed to. 


Adjourmntfit. 

The House was than adjourned at 5-35 p.ro. till 4 p.m. on Thursday, the 
Ist March, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedingi of the Bengal Legblative Attembly aeeemUeil under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the AAiembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
1st March, J945, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr. Sted^Jalaluddin Hashemy) iu the Chair, 11 
Hon’ble Ministers and 175 members. 

STARRED QUESncmS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Assault on security prisoners in the Presidency Jail. 

•94. Mr. NI9HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charue of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether he 
received telegraphic messages, dated the 25th Apiil, 1945, from certain 
M.L.As. now lodged iu the Presidency Jail severally and also jointly relat- 
ing to assault on the security prisoners iu the Presidency JaiPr 

(b) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when he received those telegraphic messages and what action 
or actions did he take in respect of complaint made in them? 

i !) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table the contents 
e telegraphic messages? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state — 

(i) whether he received auv other letter or letters from the members 
referred to in (a), and if so, 

(n) when ; 

(m) what were the contents of those letters; 

(iv) what action or actions he proposes to take on the complaints made 
iu those letters; and 

(v) whether any of the Hon'ble Ministers or the Inspector-General of 
Prisons visited the Presidency Jail after receiving the information 
of the incident of the 26th April, 1943. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwala 
Sir Naiimuddln); («) to (d) The subject-matter of this question was fully 
dealt with in my reply to question No. 439, dated the 23rd June, 1944, asked 
by Mr. SibnatK Banerjee and I refer the honourable member to the inter- 
pellations on that question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
this question is quite different from the question No. 439 dated the 23rd 
June, 1944, and it contains more new questions than those asked in question 
No. m. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If it is a new matter you can put supple- 
mentary questions. ^ 

Khan Bahadur MDH AHMED ALI: The subject-matter of this question 
was dealt with in that question and also in the interi^llations afterwards 
that followed the reply to the original question. It is not an identical 
question. The subject-matter of this question was dealt with in the main 
question No. 439 and its reply or m supplementaries to that question. 


I 



1945.] QUESTIONS. 299 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the HonT>le Minister be pleased 
to state the substance of the telegraphic message P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I ask for notice. 

Mfa 8ASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. It is 
stated that the reply which is wanted by this qnestioB^ is covered by the 
answer to question No. 439. Over this matter there is a great deal of 
difference of opinion. On behalf of Government it is stated that the matter 
is covered. e contend that it is not covered. So it will be in the interests 
of both sides to have the matter cleared up, and if we agree, I suggest that 
these three questions, namely, questions Nos. IH. 95, and 9(i may be held 
over, so that both parties may look into the questions and answers and they 
might ascertain whether it is really covered or whether it should be treated 
as a fresh question. It is no use arguing now whether it is covered or not 
covered. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER: If you want to elicit further information, 
you may put supplementary questions. But if it is the desire of the House 
to hold these three questions over, I have no objection. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, what will be the utility of 
holding over these questions.^ This question has lieen discussed threaubare 
in interpellations not once, but several times. Of course, if the honourable 
member insists. 1 have no objection to hold them over for a day or two, but 
Government would like to ku(»w whether the honourable members are in 
earnest to do that. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANAYL: (ViUinly. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: These three (juestions are held over. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, there is no question replied as 
No. 439, dated the 23rd dune, 1944. The reference has been wrongly given, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The number may he wrong. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: When the question will come up the next 
day, you can raise that point then. 

Supersession in Caloutta Polios. 

*97. Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware of the fact — 

(t) that the permanent Sub-lnspei tors of Police under the Calcutta Police 
I'orce, arc some times t(f work even under the officiating 8ub- 
Inspector.s of Police who are, in fact. Assistant Sul>-Ins|jectors 
in rank; and 

(ii) that aforesaid officiating Sub-Insiieetors of Police are, often, placed 
in charge of i>olioe-stationH in preference to highly qualified and 
experienced permanent Sub-In8i)ector8 ? 

(5) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state — 

u) how many such cases of supersession have occurred during the last 
5 years; and 

(ii) under what circumstances? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister lx* pleased to state whether such super- 
session contravenes the statutory rules of the Deiiartment? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the Govern- 
ment propose to take in the matter? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMCD ALI (on bahalf of tho Honliii Khwaja Sir 
Naxhnuddin): (a) (t) and (c) No. 
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(u) In some cases officiating Sub-Inspectors with experience are placed 
in cWge of police-stations in preference to permanent Sub-Inspectors who 
are junior in service and have very little experience of thana work. This 
also happens some times when suitable permanent Sub-Inspectors are not 
available As they are wanted for more responsible posts due to the emergency. 

(i) Thtee. 

(it) As stated in (a) (ii). 

(d) Does not arise. 

Mr. NliHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are those ^^responsible posts due to the emergency” he has 
referred to in his reply (a) (it)? 

KHail Bihilllir MOHAMMED ALI: Many responsible posts due to the 
creation of the Enforcement Branch and other branches like that. 

Mr. NItHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to give us the rule or rules by which he says that supersession is not against 
the statutory rules of the department? In reply to question (c) he has said 
“No.” which means supersession is allowed under the rules. Will he be 
pleased to give us the number of the rules or provisions by which such 
supersession is allowed? 

Khifi Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have said that this does not 
contravene the statutory rules. 

Mr. NliHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give us some idea on what rule he bases this reply? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question of rule does not arise. 
It amounts to this that no statutorj’ rules have been contravened. 

Applicability of rules of Jail Code to seourity priaoners. 

*9i. BMmi NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether security prisoners are amenable in all respects to the rules 

in the Jail Code; and 

(ii) whether communications with and correspondence to and from these 

prisoners are controlled and censored by the District Police? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state under what authority they do so ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a copy cf 
the rules and regulations and procedure governing such communicatious and 
correspondence? 

(rf) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether seourity prisoners are classified; and 

(it) whether the rules in Chapters XXXVI and XXXVII of the Bengal 

Jail Code, 7th edition, apply to security prisoners? 

(e) If not, what are the rules that govern them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on hahalf of tho HonnHo Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (a) (i) and {d) No. 

g and (6) I refer the honourable member to the ijrovisions of rule 22 
Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, a copy of which is placed in the 
Library. 

(c) A cojpy of the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, 1&40, has already 
beaa placed m the library. 

(e) The Bengal Security Priaoners Rules, 1940. 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With referenoi to qu^stioa («) (w), 
viz,j whether communications with and correspondemte to and from these 
prisoners are controlled and censored by the District Police, and in view 
of the fact that this rule 22 of the Bengal Security Prisoners Buies referred 
to in the reply lays down that the District Police OfBcers will censor the 
letters, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state on what authority the 
police officers other than the District Police Officers censor these lettersP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 refer the honourable member to 
the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: I know that. My question is under 
what rules this power of District Police Officers has been taken by Uie Deputy 
Inspectors-General of Bengal? For instance, the letters written by and 
letters written to Mrs. Lila Roy are censored not by the District Police 
Officers but l>y the Deputy Inspectors-General of Bengal. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: How does this question arise out of 

this? 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In reply question {a) (ii) ^Vhether 
communicatinos with and corre8|M)ndence to and from these prisoners are 
controlled and censored by the District Police’’ you have referred to rule 22. 
It lays down that the District (Officer is the competent authority to censor 
letters of prisoners detained in his district. Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state under what rule the authority of the District Police Officer 
has been usurped by the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Bengal, in 
censoring the letters of Mrs. Lila Roy who is lodged in the Dinajpur Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Grievances of under-trial prisoners in different Jails of Midnapora. 

*99. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL. (a) Will the Hon’bie Minister in 
charge of the Horae (Jails) Department be pleased to state the total number 
of undertrials on the 20th June, in the different jails of the district of 

Midnapore? 

(b) Is it a fact — 

(?) that the undertrials from the flood-affected areas form the major 
part; 

(ii) that they are confined for many months without being prosecuted to 
any Court of Justice; 

{iiii that they are clad in rags barely covering the loins; apd 

(iv) that they do not get any dish or cup for taking their food and drink- 
ing water? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mii^ter 
be pleai^d to state what steps he is proposing to take in the matter to mitigate 
their suffering? 

(d) Is it a fact that the jails of the Midnapore district are overcrowded 
with undertrials? 

• (e) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps he 
proposes to take in the matter? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (an bahalf af tha Manilla Khwaia Sir 
Nazhnuddin): (a) 1,789. 

(b) (t) Except in tlie Tamluk SuWail, tbe major part of the undertriaia 
does not come from tbe flood-aSected areas. 

# 

(ii) A number of 'under-trial prisoners of the Oontai and Tamluk subdiTi- 
nione are still confined in the Midnapore Central Jail. They are always pro- 
duced before the local Court for fresh remands till they are taken to their 
own subdivisions for trial. Some of the under- trial prisoners concerned in 
dacoity cases were detained in the Jhargram Sub- Jail for a few months 
which was absolutely necessary to complete investigation. In Tamluk, 
Ghatal and Contai Sud- Jails the under- trial prisoners are regularly produced 
before the Courts for necessary trials and there are no cases of long deten- 
tion in these Sub-Jails. 

(Hi) No. 

(iv) In the Midnapore Central Jail during the unexpected influx of a 
large number of prisoners there was scarcity of aluminium feeding utensils 
but they have since been supplied with necessary utensils. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) Yes, except the Ghatal Sub- Jail. 

(e) The question of construction of hosh^i accommodation in the Jhar- 
gram and Tamluk Sub-Jails to relieve congestion in these Sub-Jails is under 
consideration of Government. The Inspector-General of Prisons. Bengal, 
has already taken up the question of extension of the Contai Sub-Jail. 

to the overcrowding of under-trial prisoners in the Midnapore Central Jail 
the measures for relief are being examined. 

Ml*t I8WAR CHANDRA MAL* In view of answer (h) (iit), wdll the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how it w^as ascertained that the cloth- 
ings were not rags? 

Khtn Bihtdur MOHAMMED ALI* From the report of the Sujierinten- 
dent it transpired so. 

Mft ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: With reference to answer (h) (iv), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what was the special arrangement 
made for the influx of the large number of jirisoners as regards their feeding 
utensils, clothing, etc.? 

Khill BAhWhir MOHAMMED ALI: Those who were in rags were 
supplied with some clothings. So far as feeding utensils are concerned till 
the receipt of aluminium utensils meals were supplied in gal leaves. 

Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state how long they were supplied with meals in sal leaves 

KhM Biliadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state when did the Government come to know about the overcrowding in 
tbe sub- jail in Midnapore? 

Khan Babadlir MOHAMMED ALI* Soon after the overcrowding took 
place. 

Mr. NIBHITHA MATH KUNDU: I want tbe date. 

Khan BahaiHr MOHAMMED ALI I I aak for notice. 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does Hon^ble UmhUt know 

that due to overcrowding the general health of the prisoners has already 
deteriorated and diseases are prevailing there in various forms? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The honourable member pfers to 
the present but this influx refers to a period in 1943 when due to famine thero 
was a lot of undertrial prisoners and I explained to the House sometime a^ 
in reply to a supplementary token cut motion that Government took certain 
measures in order to relieve congestion. These were premature releases of 
prisoners and dropping of charges against prisoners who were charged wiA 
offences which were brought about due to scarcity and famine conditions in 
Bengal. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to state how if there was no overcrowding the question of construction of 
temporary accommodation of the prisoners is still under the consideration of 
Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The position was acute and Govern^ 
ment are examining the question of increased accommodaticm and, as I have 
already stated in rei)ly to (c), the matter is being examined by the Inspector- 
General of Prisons, There was scarcity during a period in 1943 and the 
position was then very acute. 

Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ideased 
to state whether he is aware of the fact that a large numWr of undertriaJ 
prisoners were taken to the xo^lar court and they were kept cxmflned in a small 
room for all the time from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of it. 

Regarding schemes sent for execution and approval by Executive Ermneer 
in connection with “Crow More Food” sohome by District Bourdr 
Chittagong. 

•100. Dr. 8ANAULLAH; (/) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Communications and Work! (Irrigation) Department be pleased ta 
state — 

(a) how many schemes were sent for — 

(i) execution, and 

Hi) approval by the Executive Engineer in connection with the- 
“Grow More Food’’ scheme by the District Board of Chitta- 
gong; 

(b) their— 

(i) names, 

(ij) cost involved in each case, and 
(m) dates of submission by the District Engineer; and 

(c) (i) how many of them have since been approved and sent back to the* 

District Board for execution ; and 

(fV) how many of them are being executed by Irrigation Department of 

the Government? 

(II) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon^ble Minister bo 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(7/7) Is it a fact that these schemes are being sent back again and agaiiii 
to the District Engineer? 
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Mr. 4n M. GUPTA (on Mialf of tlio Honlilo Mr. liraio PraMMio Pain): 

£ (fl) (i) Six schemes were suggested W the District Board of Chittagong 
execution by this Department. No detailed projects based on hydraulic 
data were received. Bough estimates only were received. 

(it) Nine schemes were received from the District Board, Chittagong, for 
execution by the District Board Aer approval by this Department. 

(h) The names, cost involved, and the dates of submission by the District 
Engineer are given in the two statements appended hereto. 

(c) (i) No scheme has jet been sent back to the District Board for execu- 
tion after approval by th» Department. The present stages of the schemes 
are explained in the **Eemarks'' column of the appended statement II. 

(u) One scheme, vix., re-excavation of the Ichakhali Khal in police- 
station Mirsarai is proposed to be taken up this year. The present stages 
of the other schemes are explained in the “Remarks’ ' column of the appended 
statement I. 

(//) Attention is invited to the “Remarks” columns of the appended 
statements. 

(Ill) This is not a fact as perusal of the “Remarks” columns of the 
appended statements will show. 


Statement L 


Schemes suggested by the District Board for execution by the Commsmic^ 
tions and Works (I rrigaiion) Department. 


Name of loheroe. 

Cogt ag 
estimated 
by the 
DiHtrict 
Engineer. 

Date of 
submiggion 
by the 
District 
Board. 

Remarks. 


Rs. 

» 


•(]) Khandakia Irrigation Scheme 
in polioe-station Hathazari. 

6.812 

November. 

1943. 

From investigation made so far, 
the aclieme does not appear 
to be feasible. Further in- 
vestigation is being made. 

<(2) Re-exoavation of Ridchali Khal 
in polioe-statfon Boalkhali. 

5.258 

November. 

1943. 

As the scheme involves a ques* 
tion of principle in the matter 
of lowering the bed of a rail- 
way bridge at the cost of the 
Provincial Government the 
matter is under consideration. 

<<S) Re*exoavation of lohakhali 
Khal in poUoe-atation Mir- 

•arai. 

26,350 

November. 

1943. 

A detailed scheme amounting 
to R8.60,750 has been sanc- 
tioned for execution this year. 

ii) Improvamant of Khuralia 
Hilmill Khal in polioe-atation 
Satkania. 

8.596 

November, 

1943. 

Detailed investigation is being 
made. 

i5) Re^exoavalion of KarantaU 
Khal in polioe-atation Hal- 

haaari. 

( 

^2,328 

November, 

^1943. 

After detailed inveetigation this 
scheme has been found not to 
be feasible and has been drip- 
ped. 

<CB) Wfolia Khpl aohMM in Rooxan 

40,000 

30th Nov- 
amber, 1944. 

The scheme is unde|r investiga- 
tMau 
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Schemes submitted by the District Engineer to the Erecutive Engineer for 
approval and execution by the District Board. 



Cost as 

Date of 



estimated 

Buluniseion 

1 

Name of scheme. 

by the 
District 
Engineer. 

Ra. 

by the 
Distriot 
Board. 

Remarks. 

(1) Re-excavation of Patial Chari 
Chara in police-station Fatik- 
chari. 

12,252 

16-9-1944 

This scheme was returned to the 
District Engineer on 2Srd 
October, 1944, as certain in- 
formation was lacking and 
was reoeived back on 2nd 


December. 1W4. The 

scheme is now under sorutiny; 
if however the estimate stends 
at more than fU. 10.000 this 
will not be a District Board 
Boheme. 


(2) Re-excavation of Kazir Khal 
in police-station Patiya. 


(3) Constructing embankment on 
the seashore in police-station 
Sitakunda. Section 1, from 
Sikdar to Karbakhali Khal. 


(4) Constructing embankment on 

the seashore in police-station 
Sitakimda, Section II, from 
Karbakhali Khal to Sandwip 
Ferrj* Ghat. 

(5) Constructing embankment on 

the seasliore in police-station 
Sitakunda, Section III, from 
Basarullah's House to Sonai- 
chari Road. 

(6) Constructing embankment on 

the bank of Feni river 
in police-station Mirsarai. 
Section I, from Mabarak- 
ghona to Robertganj Road. 

(7) Constructing embankment on 

the bank of Feni river in 
TOlioe-station 

Section II. from Robertganj 
Road to a mosque in North 
IchakbaU. 


(8) Coodtructing embankment on 
the bank of Feni river in 
poUoe-stsd^ioa Minarai. 
Section III, from the mosque 
in North Ichakhali to 
House in West Ichakhali. 

’ (8) Excavation of MHhacbem 
yhsl in Hathacari. 


18.616 16-9-1944 This was returned to the Distriot 

Engineer on 23rd October, 
1944. as certain infoitnation 
was lacking and was reoeived 
back on 13th November. 1944 
The scheme has since been 
approved by the Superintend- 
ing Engineer. As however 
the cost is more than 
Rs. 10,000 execution will not 
be done by the District 
Board. 

7,953 16-9-1944 Returned to the Distriot Engi- 

neer on 30th October, 1944, 
for further information and 
has not yet been received 
back. 


8.888 18-9-1944 Ditto. 

5,633 16-9-1944 Ditto 

9,979 16-9-1944 Ditto. 

9,979 16-9-1944 Ditto. 

9,356 16 9-1944 Ditto. 


15,734 14-7-1944 The eeheme waa not Ibtind to be 

feeeible and was dropped. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(antwm to which were hud on the teUe) 

Medtoil treetment of eeoiirity prisoner, Srijut KadaresMrar Sen Gnptii 

30. Mr. ATUL CHAHORA SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be plewsed to state whether it is a fact— • 

(i) that Srijnt Kedareswar Sen Gupta, a security prisoner, was recently 
admitted into the Medical College Hospitals for treatment of some 
malignant diseases; 

(ti) that the doctors in attendance prescribed medicines and diet that 
would cost more than the scheduled rate of expenditure allowed to 
a security prisoner; and 

(hi) that the Government having refused to provide the extra amount to 
cover the value of the prescriptions the security prisoner in ques- 
tion had to leave the Medical College Hospitals without treatment? 

(h) If the answer to {a)(m) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons why Government refused to sanction 
the costs of prescriptions that were intended to cure the suffering prisoner? 

(c) Will the Government consider the desirability of — 

(i) allowing the necessary costs to enable the prisoner in (question to 

undergo the prescribed treatment; and 

(ii) making provisions for extra allowances required for the treatment of 

security prisoners when according to expert medical advice it is 
necessary ? 

The HOfl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (n)(0 The prisoner was last 
admitted in the Medical College Hospital on 18th October, 1943, as the Jail 
Superintendent apprehended that the patient was sinking in spite of the hesi 
available treatment in jail. On admission he was examined by the First 
Physician of the Medical College Hospitals who was of opinion that the pri- 
soner’s case was not serious and that he was suffering from only indigestion 
and the effect^s of the constipation which could l>e treated with pioper diet. 
He wa.s accordingly retransferred to .Tail. 

(it) and (hi) No. 

(6) and (r) Do not arise, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be plea^d 
to state whether it is a fact that Sj. Kedareswar Sen Gupta, the security 
prisoner in question, has been confined to bed for the last ^0 years and 
that at the time of his arrest he was carried to the jail on a stretcher. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The patient really complains of 
general weakness and he has been in bed for the last 14 years according to 
his own statement. That is true. He says that he has to remain in bed 
for general weakness. As regards other matters 1 have already referred 
to them in ihe reply. 

Mf. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Sj. K. Sen Gftlpta feels and has expressed that he may 
improve if he is transferred to' any bracing climate somewhere else in the 
province? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED All; I am not aware of that opinion 
of his. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to question 
(a) (it) and (in), will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to either place the 
correspondence that passed between the Medical College authorities and the 
Gt>yemment or give us the substance of the correspondence that passed 
Wween themP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am unable to place the corre- 
spondence here. If the honourable member likes 1 can give the medical 
report on the prisoner’s health. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister nlease tell 
the House for how many days Kedareswar Babu was in the Medical College P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mf. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: In view of the fac t that the medicines 
and diets prescribed in the Medi(*al College are costly, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether these medicines and diets are being 
given to Kedareswar Babu? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the latest date of the medic*al report and what the mwlical 
report referred to by him is? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is dated r)th December, 1944, 
and it runs as follows:—# 

Chest . — Heart regular in force and rhythm, sounds rather weak, oiher- 
w’ise no abnormality detected. 

Lungs. — Clean, nothing abnormal. B. P. 112/90. 

Ahdmnen . — Retracte<l, moves normally on respiration. Nothing 

abnormal discovered on palpitation. 

Lower extreineties wasted from disuse. Muscular movements normal. 
Tendor jerk sluggish. There are Urticarial patches at present on the nape 
of the neck, left arm and lower limbs. These are occasional. They come 
and go and have completely resisted treatment. 

Since his arrival in Jalpaiguri Jail, sputum has been examined on five ^ 
different occasions with negative results. The latest report froux Jackson 
Medical School Laboratory is attached. 

Microscopical examination of stool on Ist December 1944 shows nothing 
abnormal. Blood on 1st December 1944 shows R. B. C. 4*66 mill per cm., 
W^B.C. 5,600 per cm. H.B. 73 per cent, (sahli). Differential count shows 
nothing abnormal. Patient has been on normal diet since his arrival in 
this jailjin addition he received one seer of milk and over one seer of fruits 
daily. He sleeps well. 

The present state of health is indifferent, mainly on account of long 
confinement to bed. He makes no effort to get up and try to move about. 
The medical officer has been unable to discover any cause which would 
explain his 8;mptoms. His weight stands stationair in this jail which is 
now 74 lbs. His health has actually improved since his arrival when he had 
a troublesome cough with a slight evening rise of temperature, anorexia, 
constipation and l^tulence. These have all settled down at present. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state who is the medical officer whose report has been read out and what 
are his medical qualifications? 

Khan Bah^r MOHAMMED ALI: He is the Su^rintendent of the 
Jalpaiguri Jail and probably he is the Civil Surgeon inere. 
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Dr# NALINAKSHA SANYALS Has lie got any specialised qualifica- 
tions for tuberculosis ? 

Khan Baluuliir MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any X’ray photo was taken of this prisoner? 

Kban Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS From the report it appears that it 
was taken. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government is considerinjr the desirability of consulting 
an expert — a more capable physician or surgeon — in view of the report 
contained in the present medical report that the doctor concerned has not 
been able to ascertain the cause of his present condition? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was put under a thorough 
examination so far m his chest, lungs, abdomen, and liver and spleen are 
coni emed, but nothing abnormal except general weakness due to lethargy 
has been found. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, the report shows that the medical 
officer has not been able to ascertain the cause of the present condition of the 
patient. Therefore, does the Government consider the desirability of 
having that security prisoner examined by some other more competent 
specialist or more competent medical man? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He wa% not only examined by a 
doctor but there was a clinical and bacteriological examination also. His 
sputum was examined on five different occasions but they always proved 
negative and there was nothing abnormal or wrong with the security 
prisoner. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: AVill the Government consider the desir- 
ability of allowing the ])risoner to be examined by a doctor of his own choice 
at Government cost? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He has got the best medical atten- 
tion including that of the first physician ol the Medical Colleg-e. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Government considering the 
desirability of taking an X’ray photo to see whether he is suffering from 
intestinal or pulmonary tuberculosis? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I might add that he was brought 
to Calcutta and was examined by the first physician of the Medical College 
who was of the opinion that there was nothing seriously wrong with the 
patient except chronic constipation. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Can the Hon'ble Minister tell us 
whether the patient was X’rayed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot definitely say that, but 
from the report it appears that he was, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In view of the Government reply that 
he was suffering from tuberc.ulosisj will the Government be pleased to 
consider the desirability of having him examined by a tuberculo.sis expert? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If facilities exist in* Jalpaiguri 
and if he has not been already examined, he will be examined. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Government be pleased to 
oonaider the desirability of transferring him to Calcutta and have him 
examined? 
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Khm BalNitfiir MOHAMMED ALI: That was dona. 

Mr> CHARU CHANDRA ROY* With reference to the answer juat 
ffiven will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he was examined 
by any tuberculosis specialist in Calcutta? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Health of Brijut Brojendranath Das, a eaourity pr i aomr. 

31. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in eharg-e of the Home l>partment be pleased to state whether Srijut 
Brojendranath Das of Faridpur district, a security prisoner now in the Pre- 
sidency Jail, Calcutta, was X-rayed recently? 

(6) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the full report of the examination ? 

(c) Is it a fact — 

(i) that his both luncs have been aflfected; 

{ii) that he has jrot blood j)res8ure; and 

(tn) that sugar has been found in urine examination? 

{(i) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, is the Hon'ble Minister 
considering the desirability of releasing him? 

(c) If the answer to {d) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether (jovernnient contemplate to give him facilities 
to be treated under doctors of his own choice at his own expense, if so 
directed ? 

(/) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, what steps do the Govern- 
ment propose to take to get him cured of the illness? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The prisoner has been 
detained in the Jadabpur T.B. Hospital since Jlrd May, 1944, where ho was 
last X-rayed on the 21st November, 1944. 

ih) The report is as below — 

Right side — No pvidence of infiltration. 

Left side — Five-sixth collapsed by A.P. with a long thin band of adhe- 
si(m to the apical wall. 

(c) (/) No. 

{?i) Ilis blood pressure report is 128/78. 

(ill) His sugar report is: Blood sugar 0 09 per cent. Urine augar Nil, 
on 9th May, 1944. Trace on 12th October, 1944. 

(d) to (/) The prisoner has already been transferred to the Jadabpur T.B. 
Hospital w’here he is getting all necessary treatment at Government expense. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given that 
this security prisoner is suffering from blood pressure, diabetes and tuber- 
culosis, does the Hon’ble Minister consider it desirable to release him 
immediately ? 

Khan BahaBur MOHAMMED ALI: The prisoner has already been 
transferred to the Jadavpui Tuberculosis Hospital where he is getting all 
necessary medical treatment at Government expense. 

Allagid aaaauit on aaourity priaonifs in tbo PratldMipE ^3il. 

32. Mr. BIBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact— > 

(i) that in the evcmingrof the 25th April, 1948, there was an assault 
on security prisoners in Presidency Jail by some of the Jail Officers^ 
warders and ordinary prisoners; * 
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(n) thftt as a result about 30 of the security prisoners including Srijut 
Dharanath Bhattacherya^ a^ed over 60 years, were seriously 
wounded ; 

(iH) that three of the security prisoners, viz., Srijuts Anil Ghosh, Fsha 
Banjan Roy Murari Banerjee had to be removed to Medical 
College Hospitals that very night in a bleeding and unconscious 
condition; and 

(tv) that the Hon'ble Home Minister was immediately informed of the 
incident ? 

(b) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Hon’ble Home Minister has visited the jail after the 

incident; and 

(ii) if so, what steps he has taken to find out the culprits and to punish 

them; 

(m) whether — 

(1) Srijut Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., lodged a complaint to 
the Chief Presidency Magistrate on the 27th Apnl, 1^3, 
through the jail office, 

(2) Srijut Satyesh Bhattacherya filed a case in the court of the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate on the 28th April, 1943, and 

(3) Srijuts Anil Ghosh and Usha Ranjan Roy jointly filed a case 
on the 6th May, 1943, to the Chief Presidency Magistrate 
through the jail office in the presence of Rai Bahadur daga- 
bandhu Bhattacharya, Deputy Commissioner, Special 
Branch (2) ; 

(iv) whether it is a fact that as no case was started by the Chief Presi- 
dency Magistrate a notice was given to the Hon’ble Home 
Minister on the 10th June, 1943, by Srijuts Satin Sen, Nishitha 
Nath Kundu, m.l.a., Sibnath Banerjee, m.l.a., and 10 other 
security prisoners that unless Government took steps they would 
be compelled to take upon themselves voluntary sufferings like 
fasting, etc., after the 25th June, 1943; 

(v) whether on the 25th June, 1943, the Deputy Secretary informed 
the security prisoners that the eases filed before the Chief Pre- 
sidency Magistrate were sent back to the court by Government 
for disposal ; 

(vt) whether many of the accused and the witnesses have already been 
transferred or released from this jail ; 

(vii) whether any case has been started up till now (3rd September, 
1943) ; and 

(viu) what are the reasons for the delay in starting the criminal case 
after the application was made? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja bir NAZIMUMIN: (a) and (5) The subject- 
matter of this question was fully dealt with in my reply to question No. 439, 
dated the 23rd June, 1944, asked by Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, and I refer 
the honourable member to the interpellations on that question. 

(As soon as unstarred question No. 32 was called.) 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, this question may be held over 
as it relates to starred questions Nos. 94, 95 and 96 which Save been held 
over. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If that is the desire of the House, let this 
question be held over. 

(The question was accordingly held over.) 
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Qtiiit of family afloaraiico to dotomtt, Babu Jogaih GtiaMlra OliilinAirty 

and ottiori, 

S3. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: (a) WiU the Hon^ble Mimater 
oharge of the Home I^partment be pleased to state whether the following 
delenns made any applications stating the number' of dependents and the 
income they had at the time of arrest for grant of allowances, vis. : — 

(t) detenu Srijut Jogesh Chandra Chakrabarty now detained in Detm 
Central Jail; 

(it) detenu Srijut Ramesh Chandra Ghosh now detainetl in Dacca Central 
Jail; and 

(in) detenu Srijut Nalini Cliakravartv now detained in Dum Dum Central 
JailP 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) whether any enquiry has been made us to the facts stated in their 

applications ; 

(ii) whether allowances have been granted to them; and 
(Hi) if not, why not? 

(c) Do the Governnient consider the desirability of granting allowances 
to them? 

The Hofi'blo Kh%vaja $ir MAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yea. 

(6)(i) Yes. 

(it) and (c) No. 

(u/.) Bahu Jogi\<li Chandra (ViaJkmbarty.— The security prisoner has no 
wife or child to maintain and was not earning anything before his arrest. 
There are several other earning members in the joint family which is self- 
supiwrting. 

Babu Bamesh Chandra (rhosk.—The security prisoner is unmarried. His 
widowed mother is being maintained by his other two brothers. 

Bahu Nalini Nath Chakravarfy.-^lLhe security prisoner is a bachelor 
and was unemployed l>efore his arrest. 

Grant of family allowanoag to oortam soourity priaonora. 

34. Mr. BATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: (a) With reference to the answer 
to starred question 23 on IGth February, 1?43, regarding the fa^Iy 
allowance of Srijut Narendra Nath Das, security prisoner now detained at 
Dum Dum Ontral Jail, will the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Home 
Department be pleased to state whether he is contemplating to mcrew the 
allowance to Rs.Td per month, the amount he used to draw from the Bengal 
Mill Owners’ Association? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon^ble Minister 1>6 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 

* (t) that security prisoner Srijut Shyamcharan jBiswas of Chittagong, 
a security prisoner of Dum Dum Central Jail, applied several times 
for the grant of family allowance ; 

(it) that his application has been rejected; 

(m) that there is no other earning member in his family which consists 
of 6 members ; 

(te) that the family is facing starvation ; and 

M that some of his properties have been sold in anetioii for arrears of 
^ rwit? 
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(d) If the answer to (c) be in the affirmative, does the Hon'ble Minister 
propose to reconsider his case and save the family from starvation ? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that Srijut Dinesh Chandra Chakravarty of Dacca, a security prisonef 

now detained at Dum Dum Central Jail, applied for family allow* 
ance on 27th September, 1943, followed by several reminders ; 

(ii) that he managed a shop dealing ^th watches and electrical goods 

and earned on an average a net income of about Bs.lOO a month; 
and 

(in) that after his arrest the shop is practically closed and fetches a veiy 
small income? 

(f) If }he answer to (e) is in the affirmative, does the Hon'ble Minister 
propose to grant him an adequate family allowance? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 
(t) that security prisoner Srijut Eameshchandra Ohatterjee, b.l., a prac- 
tising pleader of the Judge’s Court, Djicca, and earning a <leceut 
sum, who was arrested on 3(>th June, 1941, and now has been 
detained at Buxa Special Jail, ajiplied for grant of family allow- 
ance several times; 

(ii) that his brother security prisoner Srijut Santimoy Ohatterjee who 
was arrested on 20th April, 1942, and is now detained at Dum 
Dum Central Jail, also applied for the grant of family allowance 
several times, the date of application l)eing 20th Octol>er, 1944 ; 
(Hi) that Srijut Santimoy C%atterjee earned an income of Hs.75 per 
month from jute business at Narayangunge; and 
(tr) that their old father has Wn put to very great financial difficulties 
as a result of the deprivation of the income from the above two 
sources ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether they have been granted any fninilv allowance; and 

(ii) whether Government contemplate giving their family consisting of 

20 members any allowance? 

(i) If the answer to (h) (ii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

The HOfl'Me KNraJi Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. The allowance has 
since been enhanced to Rs.30 per mensem. 

(b) The amount is considered adequate in this case. 

(c) (t), (u) and (e) (i) Tee. 

(m) and (iv) The security prisoner is a bachelor, parentless and has no 
dependants to support. 

(r) No. The properties referred to were sold on auction be/ore his arrest. 

(d) and (g) (m), (iv), (h) (i) and (m) No. 

(e) (it) and (t'n) No. The shop is managed by bis brother Babu Suresh 
Chandra Chakrabartty, 

(f) Does not arise. 

(g) (i) Tes, but be bad practically no income as a pleader before bis 
arrest. 

(u*) No. He was anested on the 12tb April, 1942, and the date of his 
last application was 20th November, 1944. 

(i) The two security prisoners had practically no income before their 
arrest. They have no wife or child to maintain. The father has an income 
of Es.96 per mensem from his pay and R8.2,0(X> per year from his jute 
business. « 
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AppoittVmnt in JucNotnl Otpailfiiint. 

35« Mf* PATIRAM ROYs (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(t) how many appointments have been made in his Department since 

January, 1942; 

(tt) how many of them are — 

(1) Clerks, 

(2) Munsifs, and 

(3) Sub- Judge; and 

(in) how many of them belong to (mentioning separately) — 

(1) Caste Hindus, 

(2) Scheduled Castes, and 

(3) Muslims H 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the Public Service Commission recommends the appointment of 
Munsifs? 

(r) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state the names, batch 
by batch, of those who have been recommended by the said Commission for 
the appointment? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) how many of them have already been appointed in the service 

(Munsif) ; 

(n) whether communal ratio has been maintained; and 

itii) the names of the appointed candidates? 

The Hon’Me Navirab MUSHARRUFF HOtSAINp Khtn Bthadur: (a) (/) 

1,070 excluding the number of SulvJudges who are not appointed but are 
simply promoted from the rank of Munsifs by the High Court. 

(u) (1) Four hundred and eighty-two. 

(2) Seventy-eight. 

(3) No direct appointments are made to the posts of Sub-Judges and 
under section 255(J) of the Government of India Act, 19»35, Munsifs are 
promoted to the rank of Sub- Judges by the High Court. 

(in) (1) Clerks 163, Munsifs 30 and SuWudges (vide answer to clause 
(o) (it) (3).l 

(2) Clerks 84, Munsifs 9 and Sub-Judges [vide answer to clause (a) (it) 

(3)]. 

(3) Clerks 236, Munsifs 39 and Sub-Judges {vide answer to clause (a) (ii) 

(3)]. 

(h) and (d) (n) Tea. 

(c) The namee cannot be disclosed as the matter is treated as confidential. 

(d) (i) Please refer answer to clause (a) (it) (2). 

(Hi) The list of names is placed on the Library Table. 

Mr/DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Is the Hon^le Minister aware 
tkat as a result of the recent appointments of Munsiifs there has been much 
deterioration of service? 

Mr. EYED ABDUL MA4IDS I am not aware of any deterioration of 
Ike service. All these pmem were selected by the Public Service Commis- 
sion and on their recommendation the appointments were made. 
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Dn NALINAK9HA iANYALS With reference to the answer that the 
names cannot t)e disclosed as the matter is treated as confidential, will the 
Hon 'ble Minister l)e pleased to state since when has (Jovemment develoi>ed 
this mentality that the names of persons recommended by the Public Serrice 
Commission cannot be disclosed inasmuch as we had in this House pre- 
viously any number of such r^ommendations brought to notice? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: T cannot tell the exact time when this 
system has been introduced, but so far as I know, the names of the persons 
recommended by the Public Service Commission but who have not been 
appointed are not generally disclosed. 

Dr. NALIMAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the order of the recommendations of the Public Service Commis- 
sion has been strictly followed in this case? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Yes, Sir, absolutely strictly. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to whkh ora! answm were given) 

Arreit, doUnttoti and ralease of Bute and saourity prisoners since the 
aseumiition of offloo by the p r e s e nt Ministry. 

•181. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Departnjent l)e pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing as on the 24tu April, ll)4d, when the present Ministry assumed 
ofiice — 

{a) the number of {mlitical security piisoners detained under the 
Ordinance ; 

(h) the nuinbei’ of political prisoners detained under Regulation 111 
of 1818 ; 

(r) the number of such prisoners on the dlst August, 1943; 

{(!) the numl)er of such prisoners released since the 24th April, 1943; 

(e) the number of arrests made since the 24th April, 1943; and 
{/) the law or the Ordinances under which they were arresteil? 

•• MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of tho Honlilo Khwal. 

8ir Nilimuddin): The question is unintelligible as it is not clear what 

the honourable member means by the words “Ordinaii(‘e” and “such prisoners” 
occurring in parts (o), (c) and (d) of the iiuestion 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir — — 

Rbcw Bctuduf MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, can he rise on a point of order 
in the midst of a reply being given? He cannot take cognizance of the 
rejdy at all till I have finished. 

Mr* SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I think it will be better for 

you to wait till he has finished. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That means, Sir, that he will take 
advantage of the position which is not regular. 

Mf. DEPUTY SPEAKER L. What is your point of order? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANVAL: My point of order is this. This ques- 
tion was sent to the Assembly Department on the 4th of September, 1943 
Md therefrom sent to the Government department on Hie 9th of September! 
19^, and as is evident from the printed answer given that reference was 
made to the member oonoerned, and that the member did not care to pursue 
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lha question because Government took such a lon^ time in dealing with the 
e^stion that it was absurd and useless to seek to get information after the 
lapse of a year and a half. I would ask if the member concerned does not 
tale any more interest and does not want any reply whether it is neceesary 
or possible for your department to print or have this question printed or 
answered in a manner sought to be answered here because the memlier dot^s 
not want any answer to the question. He has withdrawn it. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Well, this point was discusse<l once and 
]>os8ibly an agreement was reached that some (luestions sh«nild be withdrawn 
in view of the fact that the answers are not net^essury n<»w. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: No, no. Tn this )>articulur case, it was 
actually referred hiK'k to the Assembly Depart tnciit and the Assembly 
Department referred to the member. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Y <ni are corrcid that this question was 
received by the department on 4th September 194d and sent to the Govern- 
ment Department on ^h September 1^3 and no doubt it is unusually late, 
but it is not only the question of delay. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a reference to the member, he 
refused to say anything in the matter. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, it was, 1 think, on the 31st 
December, 1103, that yi»ur department referred the mutter to the lionourabUs 
member who put this (jiiestion after getting u reference from the Home 
DepartmiMit. It was not so late as Dr. Sanyul makes it out. If you refer to 
your own dejiartment — it was letter No. ir)0151i.A., dated the 3lst December, 

— you .will find, Sir, that your department referred the |>oint at issue to 
Mr. Roy for clarification and sim'e then you have not heard anything in 
reply from him. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Therefore the question does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is two or three months and not a 
year and a half, as lie says. It was before DecemWr, 1943, that you got a 
referein’e from the Home Dejmrtment and it was only <m the 3lst December, 
1943, that your dejiartmeiit referred the matter to Mr. Roy for clarification 
and he failed to reply to you within the period of one year and a half. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Therefore it should have been deemed 
as withdrawn. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The member should have written to 
that effect. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Khan Bahadur, you give your reply. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Moreover it is not dear from parts 
(e) and (f) if Government are recpiired to furnish the number of all “arrests*^ 
including those falling under sections of the ordinary JVnal (kde 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, what is your ruling? If the 
member does not want, you cannot force him to get a reply. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If he so likea, he can answer the question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The member does not like that he 
should get the answer. ' * 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I would refer you to rule 32 of the Assem- 
bly Procedure Rules. 

' Dr« NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But the memlmr does not want the 
reply. 
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Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have not got anything {rom the member. 
1 do not know whether Mr. Eoy has written anything withdrawing the 
question. 

Dft NALINAK8HA SANYALs He has not written anything in 
answer to your query whether J^e wants to have the question answered or 
not. Therefore, it shows that He is not interested in the question. 

Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question does appear in the order 
book and therefore it should come in. 

Dr. MALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: It was wrong on your part to have 
this question on your order book. It is either a fault of your department 
or of the Oovemment. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already drawn your attention to 
rule of the Assembly Procedure Rules. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Which part of the Assembly Proce- 
dure Rules do you refer toP What does it show? If the member does not 
want an answer, it must still be answered? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He must notify his intention. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I refer you to rule 32. You 
please read that rule. I have not got or my office has not got any commu- 
nication from Mr. Roy withdrawing that question. It is printed, it is in 

the order book and it is a property of the House. I have allowed the 

honourable member to give the reply. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It was, therefore, referred back 
to the Assembly Department who have informed me that in spite of a 
request to the honourable member for clarification no reply has been 
received. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the honourable member be 

pleased to state whether in September, 1943, when the question was sent 
to the Gi)veniment for answer, there was any Ordinance other than one 
Ordinance, w., Ordinance III of 1944, under which prisoners could be 
detained without trial? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the honourable member be 

pleased to state why the question was unintelligible with regard to that 
part, vi*., the number of political prisoners detained under Regulation III 
of 1818? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It may not be so with regard to 
that part, but so far as (c) and (d ) — ^the number of such prisoners — are 
concerned, it was not intelligible what the member meant by **8uch 
prisoners'*. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Such prisoners, I think, evidently 
meant prisoners under (a) and (6). 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No, it is not a question of opinion. 
Government are deliberately withholaing the answer to the question 
because it is inconvenient. J**’ ' 

Ktiail Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Certainly not. Government 
attempted to get a clarification but they failed. 

NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the honourable member be 
pleased to state on what point clarificatiem is needed? 
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KHtli Bah^ur MOHAMMED ALIS Oovemment wanted a clarifica- 
tion of the point at issue. I referred the point to the Aaaembly Depart- 
ment and the Assembly Department referrea jt to the member concerned. 

Dfe NALINAK8HA SANYALs We find the question is clear enough. 
Which portion of the question Government need clarification P 

Khill Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIs I refer the honourable member to 
his Leader who will explain to him. 

Df« NALINAKSHA SANYALs Will the honourable member be 
pleased to stute on what point the muddle-headed Government want any 
clarification ? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state when Government do not understand anything, who can give them 
the brains to understand? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
look into the question and say whether with reference to the context, viis., 
with reference to questions (a) and (b), questions (c) and (d) can be only 
explained in this way that the prisoners about whom information was 
asked for were either prisoners detained under the Ordinance, rir., Ordi- 
nance TIT of 1944, or political prisoners detained under Regulation III of 
1818? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Government were not concerned 
either with their own jnterpretatioii of the question or the interpretation of 
Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu. Government wanted the interpretation of 
Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: W’hat was the difficulty in the inter- 
pretation? Which part did not enter the brain of the Government? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: This is not a question. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, Government say “unintelligible”. 

I wanted to know' which part did not enter their brain. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That question was replied before. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the answer that the 
question is unintelligible, my supplementary is, which part or which parts 
of this question could not enter the brain of the Government? 

Kim Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, can he put a question like 
that — “enter tlie brain of the Government”? If the honourable member 
will pay attention to the reply, I am sure that it will become at least deal 
to him — I do not know, it may take some time to enter his brain — but if be 
l)ays attention and devotes some amount of time, he will understand which 
portion of the question is unintelligible. 

^ 1 * CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 

to tell us whether we are to understand that Government has not the com- 
mon intelligence to understand this clear question? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not allow* that question. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SENS Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state whether Government will consider (be desirability of developing 
their brain a little further to understand these simple things? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPIAKERt I do not allow ii Next. 
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Dr. NALiNAKSHA tANYAL: Sir, it ift a very important question. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have passed on to the next. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Why should you? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER. Again, you put a question like '<why 
should you". I have heard at least 5 or C questions and I have disallowed 
them. I will not allow any other question. Next. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: One questiou. Sir. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Houble Minister be 
pleased to state how they understood this question and how* they are not 
accepting the interpretation that has been given by Mr. Nishitha Nath 
Kundu? 

Khtfl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question of accepting the 
interpretation of Mr, Nishitha Nath Kundu does not arise. As I stated in 
my reply, we were not concerned with our own interpretation nor the 
interpretation which Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu now puts to it. We were 
concerned with the interpretation which Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy gave to his 
own question. We wanted some clarification on certain points, (iovern- 
meni would have been pleased to answer that question if the points had 
been clarified, but no reply w^as received from the hoimourable member uj> 
to December. 

Df. NALINAKSHA SANYAL* Will the lionourable member be jdeas- 
ed to state for which portions or with regard to which points clarification 
was needed? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That you ]>ut helore. How w'ill it help 
you if you j)ut that question again and again? 

Df.. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That question has not been answered. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 cannot help you if it is not answered. 

SJ. jMANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Sir, if a (piestion be sufficiently 
intelligible to you or to the House excepting the Treasury Benehes and it 
the Treusury Benches avoid giving reply to it on the ground that it is not 
intelligible to them, what would be the position? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have given my decision on more than 
one occasion in matters like this, and I am sure members know and know 
very w^ell that the rules provide for no protection. T think it does not 
require any further explanation. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister l>e pleas- 
ed to read out a letter that was WTitten by Government to Mr. Kiran Sankar 
Roy ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Home Department wrote the 
letter to the Assembly Department and the Assembly Department referred 
the matter to the bononralde member. 

Mr. MISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Honble Minister be 
^eased to read out that letter which Government wrote to the Assembly 
Department, so that can understand the position. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALtS I have not got a copy of that letter 
with me now. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: WKat is the substance of that letter? 
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* 1 . *J0**AIIIIED ALI: Why don’t you ask Oxe Leader of 

tlie Congress Party? 

ATUL CHANDRA SEN: I am asking you. 

Khan Btliaciur MOHAMMED ALI: If you refer to the reply I have 
explained the reason why a clarification was needed so far us the occurrence 
of the words ‘‘Ordinance ’ and “such prisoners’* are concerned. Moreover 
it was not clear from parts (e) and {f) of the question if (lovermuent were 
required to give the number of all arrests including ‘those failing under 
the ordinary Indian Penal (^nle or whether the Inmourable member only 
referreil to ari-est^ made under the Defence of India Pules and the Ordi- 
nance. It was not at all (dear, liefore (Government could furnish any 
reply, (government wanted to have a (durification us to wdiut sort of informa- 
tion they were desired to give. (Joveriimeni would have been too pleased 
to furnish this inf(»rniation, but no reply was forthcoming from the honotir- 
able member. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (/), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed t(» state wherefrom did they get the impression 
that the questioner wanted (roverninenl to furinish the number of all an*esta 
under the Penal Code wdien the specific reference was that “they were 
arrested'’ or “siudi pri.soncrs” as referred to above were arrested? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: First of all it was not clear what 
“such prisoners” referred to meant; secondly, whether he wanted the 
number of all arrests made since 24tb April, 1944. So we wninted to make 
sure whether he was referring to arrests under (’ertain sj)ecific law's or 
ordinance or all arrests made in the proviiu’e of Jlengal in question (/), 
namely, “the law or the ordinances under which they W'cre arrested”. 

illness and release of Babu Rabindranath 8ikdar, a security prisoner in the 
Rajshahi Central dail. 

*102. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in (diarge of the Home Deimrtment be j)l(uised to state whether it 
is a fax't — 

(/) that Babu Rabindranath Sikdar of Jalimiguri, now a security prisoner 
in the Riijshahi (Vnlral Jail, has 4>een suffering from chioiiic 
bowel troubles for ulKiut six months last ; 

(n) that in spite of medical treatments in the Jalpaiguri and Kajshuhi 
Jails, his troubles .show" no .signs of improvement and he is rather 
growing w"orse day by day ; 

itii) that he has also been suffering from slow fever; and 

(iv) that he has lost about 25 lbs. weight since his arrest? 

(b) If the answer to (a) (i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) whether his case has lieen jiroperly diagnosed ; 

(fV) his present weight in coiiiiiorison with bis weight when he was tirst 
taken in the Jaljiniguri Jail after arrest ; and 

(Hi) whether he is considering the desirability of releasing him on ground 
of health or granting him long leave for under^iing treatment 
outside? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on balialf ^ ttio Hon’bli Kliwi}a 
Sir Nazimuddtn): (a) (i) to (Hi) While in the Hajshahi Central Jail the 
.security prisoner had lieen suffering from various ailments, e.g., dysf^sia, 
slow* evening temperature, ^enlarged liver, etc,, and local treatment aid not 
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produce any appreciable result. He was accor^ngly transferred to the 
Fresidency Jail for examination by the Physician Sjjecialist who has 
recommended his removal to the Medical College Hospitals. Orders have 
since issued to this effect. 

(iv) No. 

(h) (i) The Physician Specially has provisionally diagnosed his case as 
chronic cholecystitis and hepatitisr 

(ii) 97 lbs. and 102 lbs. respectively. 

(Hi) No. 

Mr. NI8HITHA MATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the date from when he was suffering in Jalpaiguri and 
Bajshahi jails? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state when it was brought to the notice of this Government that 
ne was suffering and no improvement was indicated in spite of medical 
treatment by the Physicians in charge of Jalpsuguri and Kajshahi? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid I cannot give the 
date off-hand. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: When was he admitted into the 
Medical College? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give the date. I ask 
for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given that 
he has shown no improvement, does the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of releasing him immediately? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government have passed orders 
for the admittance of the security prisoner as an indoor patient. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when that order has been passed and whether he has actually been 
admitted into the Medical College? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give the date. 

Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when this prisoner was transferred to the Presidency 
Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I ask for notice. 

Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERdl: Will the Eon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when he was transferred to the Medical College? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That question has already been 
asked and I have asked for notice: 

Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERdI: In answer to (6) (t) it is stated 
**The Physician Spwialist has provisionally diagnosed his case as chronic 
cholecystitis and hepatitis”. When was the diagnosis made? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMEjl ALI: I cannot give the date of dii^osis. 
but the report from the Superintendent, Presidencv Jail, mentioning ail 
these is dated 18th Novemlier, 1^44. 

Qn pHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERdI: Will the Hon’ble Minisl^r 
be pleased to state what is the present condition of the prisoner? 
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KhM Bthadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give the ]>reMni condi- 
tion, but I can give his condition as mentioned in the report dated 
Novemiber, 1944. 

Inorement of family tlloMiioie of aoouHty firiaoiiont 

*103. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’Ue Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it, is a fact— 

(i) that all or some of the security prisoners who were enjoying family 

allowances even from April, 1942, were granted inoremenU during 
the year 1942; 

(ii) that the same security prisoners or some of them were granted cent. 

per cent, increments on the increased rates from April, 1943; 

{Hi) that Babii Girindra Kumar Basu Neogy detained in the Midnaporo 
Central Jail as a security prisoner was not given any inorement 
either in 1942 or in 1943 before April; 

(iv) that an increment of Its. 16 per month was given to Girindra Babu 
with effect from the Ist April, 1943; and 
{v) that the order sanctioning an increment to Girindra Babu was made 
not before April, 1943? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Minister has published a statexnent in 
“Banglar Katha*' of Gie 26th July, 1943, stating that security prisoners 
getting no increment before April, 1943, were entitled to cent, per cent, 
increments ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state — 

(i) whether such increment has l>een granted to Girindra Babu; and 

(ii) if not, the reasons thereof? 

(fl) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of granting en 
increment of R8.20 to Girindra Babu? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of tho Hon’blo Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (a) (i) Yes. In some cases the family allowances sanctioned 
in 1942 were increased during 1942. 

(it) Yes, in some cases the family allowances were increased by 190 per 
cent, with effect from the Ist April, 1943. 

(ill) to (v) Yes. 

(6) and (d) No. - 
(c) Does not arise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of dependants Girindra Kumar Basu Neogy 
has to maintain? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’bie Minister be 
pleased to state what was the initial amount granted to him and what ie 
the amount which is now being given to him? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
he has a daughter of marriageable age? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T ask for notice. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY I Will the Eou’ble Miniater be pleased 
to make an enquiry about that and try to see that the marriage expenses be 
borne by Government? * 
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KImUI ithadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I can give answers te some of 
tliese questions. I wanted notice because it would take some time. The 
family of the security prisoner consists of nine members. This is in answer 
to the question about the number of dependants. They have 2 Jchadas of 
land and a small taUtk. The total income is Ks. 350 per annum. The 
prisoner had no income before his arrest. The prisoner had a business of 
pulses on one f)ccasioh, but he had to give up the business about 4 months 
before bis aiTest as a result of heavy loss. A family allowance of Rs. ^15 
was sanctioned with effect from Ist April 1042 and this has been enhanced 
to Rh. 50 under the present liberal policy of Government. 

Mf. CHARU CHANDRA ROY* Will the Ilou’ble Minister please 
tell the House who made this enquiry? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mft CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is it a fact that this prisoner has 
got only a taluk property among three brothers, the income of which is 
Rh. 40 and odd annas? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information of Government 
is that the total income from the property is Rs. 350 j>er annum. 

Mrg CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that 
they have got only 21 bighas of land among the three brothers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know the exact quantity 
of the land they possess. 

Mtt CHARU CHANDRA ROY* Will the Hon’Me Minister be pleased 
to make an emmiry about the income of this i)r()perty and about the 
khuruir land of the prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T do not know it will improve the 
position. The security prisoner uc(’ording to Government had no income 
before his arrest — 1 mean, he was not earning anything. He was si ill 
given an allows m’e of Ks. do per mensem which has been increased to 
Rs. 50 per mensem in uccordunce with the Ministry’s liberal policy. 

Mri NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister think it 
dmrable to increase the allowance further in view o1 the fact that on the 
basis of Rs. 5-8 per head i)er month the family cannot be maintained’' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That does not include the security 
prisoner himself who is being fed at Government cost. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be i>lea.sed 
to tell the House how many children the security prisimer has? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hoirhle Minister be pleased 
to tell the House that the report which he just now read was the first rei>ort 
submitted by the I. B. officer and afterwards om next approach Government 
made a second enquiry, on the result of which an allowance of Rs. 35 was 
given? Will he please look into the second rejwrt? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I did not read out any re[>ort of 
any enquiry, I simply read outjthe information that I had before me. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to tell the House the income of this man from the second report submitted 
by ^e 1. B. officer of Mymensingh district? 

Khan, Bahidlir MOHAMMED ALk I have already stated what was 
the mfonnation of Government regarding his income. 
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Inoremont of family aliowanoio of tomo aoetti% pteimri. 

n04. Bite JHANENORA CHANDRA llAJUMDARl (a) Will j^o 
Hon’ble Minister in fharge of the Home (Jails) Department he pleased iio 
state — 

(i) whether security prisoners Bubu Ramesh Chandra Chowdhu^, 

detained in the Mymensingh Jail, Babu T^apada Ghosh, defam- 
ed in the Presidency Jail and Babu Habi Hoy, detained in the 
Dacca Central Jail, have applied to the Government for the 
increment of their family allowances; 

(ii) whether they have also applied to the Government for sanctioning 

the payment of their family allowances, already mated by the 
Government, from the dates of their arrest ana oetention; and 

(Hi) whether their family alloivances have not yet been increas^ in 
accordance with the statement of the Hon'ble Minister, intro- 
ducing a liberal iwlicy as regards the increment of family 
allowances ? 

(h) If the answer to («) is in the afhimative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if he is considering the desirability of (i) increasing 
the amounts of their family allowances, and {li) sanctioning the payment 
of their family allowances from the dates of their arrest and detention? 

(c) Is the Koirble Minister aware that in the case of many other security 
ju'isoners family allowauces have been granted not from the dates oi^ their 
arrests and commenceuieut of detention but from such 8ubse<^ueut dates? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state .the reasons thereof? 

(e) Is the Hon’ hie Minister considering jthe desirability of sanctioning 
the payment of all grants of family allowances from the dates of arresi 
and detention ? 

{f) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state the reason 
thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of tho Hon’blo Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (o) (i) Yes. 

(n) Yes, in respect of Tarapada Babu and Kabi Babu and not in respect 
of Ramesh Babu w^ho has l)een granted the allowance with effect from date, 
ot arrest. 

(m) Family allowances of Ramesh Babu and Rabi Babu have been 
increased 100 per cent. No familv allowance was originally granted to 
Tarapada Babu but subsetiueutly Its.iiO i)er mensem has been granted .to 
him on recon8idei*atiou. The hlieral policy as indicated in my previous 
statements has been followed in these cases. 

(b) and (e) No. 

(c) , (d) and (/) Family allowances to those security iwisoners who were 
arrested during and after the disturbances of August, 1942, have generally 
been granted with efl’ect from date of arrest excepting those whose cases 
were considered favourably on reconsideration after rejection. In other 
CMes such allowances have been granted from subsequent dates as con- 
sidered appropriate from tbe circumstances ol each case, 

Qrmt of Dmlly ilfomnoo to oomo poHtioal priioiiort. 

MBS, Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDARs WiU the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state^ 

(a) whether Government ^granted adequate maintenance allowances 
for the families of the following political prisoners who are being 
detained without trial j — 

(i) Sj. Bohini Kanta Adhikary; 

(n) Sj. Santimby Banerjee; 

(rit) Sj. Snsiiil Bba^; 
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(iv) Dir. Snehama^ Chawdliiny; 

(t;) Sj. Bakhal Ihitta, Advocate, Federal Court of India; 

(vi) 1^'. Sukumar Dutt; 

(vii) Sj. Harendra Nath Ghosli ; 

(viii) Sj, Eumud Ghosk; 

(ia) State prisoner Dr. Mhar Ranjan Roy of the Calcutta Uni- 
versity ; 

(a) Sj. Maknan Lai Sen; 

(at) Sj. Surendra Nath Sarcar of the dietridt of Barisal; and 
(ait) Professor Satkari Mitra (State prisoner) ; 

(b) how many petitions and reminders Government received from each 

one of tne above gentlemen, showing the (1) first, and the (2) last 
dates of such petitions in each particular case ; 

(c) what are the dates of their arrest and commencement of detention ; 

(d) whether it is a fact that — 

(t) the dependants of Sj. Rohini Adhikary, consisting of his old 
father, wife and child have been left quite helpless and 
starving after his arrest; 

(it) that the detenu^s old father, Nal)ekanta Adhikary Mahashaya 
of Kagdi village, under police-station Palong in the district 
of Faridpur, died of starvation on the 25th November, 1943 ; 
(tn) that the wife and two children of Sj*. Sushil K. Bhadra also 
died of starvation in course of three months l>etween 
August and October, 1943; 

(iv) that the dependants of Sj. Harendra Nath Ghosh consisting of 

his elder brother’s widow and two nephews, at 31/4, 
Baikuntha Ohatterjee Lane, Howrah, are left quite helpless 
and are incurring heavy debts and increasing liabilities on 
account of — 

(1) arrears of house rent, 

(2) telephone charges, and 

(3) their current maintenance; 

(v) that the old widowed mother of Sj. Kumud Ghose who is hei 

only son, is left quite helpless as there is none else to look 
after her; and 

(vi) that Sj, Suren Sarcar’s wife, his only brother and brother’s 
eldest son died of cholera in course of the third quarter of 
1943 and the surviving members of his family consist of 
his old widowed motner, widowed aunt, his brother’s 
widow, five minor children of his brother and his own child ; 

(e) what amounts, if any, have been panted as family allowances in 

each particular case mentioned above; 

(/) whether ‘the actual needs and wants of the families concerned were 
ti^en into oonsideration while fixing the allowances; and 

(ff) whether the provisions relating to allowance for State i^isoners 
under Regulation III of 1818 are being complied with in ease of 
State prisoners under the said Regulation. 

Khiii BahMlur MOHAMIICD ALI (on bohaif of tho Hon’blo ICIiwaJa 
Sir Nailmildliill): (o), (c) and Jc) A statement is placed on the Library 
Table. 

(5) and (d) The information asked for is not readily available and its 
oolleotion would involve an amount of time and labour that would not be 
justifiable in war time. 

(/) and (0) Yes. 
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•m Mila MIRA RUTTA GURTA: WiU the Hon^He Miaiater i& 
aharge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether Pandit Dharwath Bhattacharyya, a security pisoner in 
the Presidency Jail is aged 62 and is suffering from plpitation of 
heart, general weakness and vertigo since he received severe blow 
* and injury on his head on the 24th April, 1943, during a jail 

assault; 

(h) whether only a few days back he fell down in his room unconscious 
and received injuries on his head and person ; 

(c) what arrangements have been made for his medical treatment ; and 
{d) whether the Government are considering the desirability of releas- 
ing him in view of his old age and bad health conditions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of tho Hanlilo IChwdla 
Sir Naziimiddin): (a) Security prisoner Babu Dharanath Bhatiacharyya, 
who is now aged (>2, was one of "the nine security prisoners who were injured 
at the time of a fracas between security and ordinary prisoners of the Presi- 
dency Jail on 2oth April, 1943. His injuries have long been cured and he 
has no cardiac difficulties now. 

(b) and (d) No. 

(c) Adequate medical treatment has l)een given to him. 

Mra NI8HITHA MATH KUNDUt Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
this prisoner who is old is suffering from nervous breakdown, trembling of 
limbs and body and cataracts in both of bis eyes? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was examined by a neurologist 
and the medical opinion is that he is suffering from “anxiety neurosis.” 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is he also suffering from cataracts 
in both of his eyes? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
he was given Makaradhwaja when he was in the Presidency Jail and that 
privilege was withdrawn at Dum DumP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The position is this. The security 
prisoner was suffering from palpitation of heart. It wa'ft suspected that 
there might be some cardiac trouble. He was examined bj a cardiolonst 
whose opinion was that there was no cardiac trouble. But he advised wat 
the pr^ner ^ould be examined by a neurolo^st. The opinion of the 
neurologist who examined the patient is that he is suffering from ''anxiety 
neurosir'. A certain treatment was suggested and therefore as there was a 
change of treatment, he was given bromide plus valerion and other things, 
into the details of which I need not go. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the information that 1 
have supplied that he is suffering from cataracts in both of his eyes, does 
the Hon’ble Minister think it desianible to release the old and infirm gentle- 
man who would not be in any way dangerous to Government? 

KlMil Bfiiadiir MOHAMMED ALI: The medical opinion is that he is 
quite all right at present and adequate medical treatment is being given 
to him. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Why do you keep this almost dead 
' man in jail? 

Kiwi Biiiadiir MOHAMMED ALIs He is all right now. 



m 


QUESTIONS. 


[1st March, 


Mr* ATUL CHANDRA iCNl Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether OoTerw^nt will consider the desirability of ^allowing the 
prisoner Makaradhwaja which he was given in his former place of 
detention ? 

Khan Bahaihir MOHAMMeS ALI: Not being a medical expert I 
(sannot say whether it will interfere witli the course of treatment that is 
being given to him. No medicine can be given unless it is approved by 
Ihe doctors who are treating him. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SENS Will the Government consider the 
desirability of consulting an expert Ayurvedic physician on the subject? 

KhM Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He was examined by all kinds of 
specialists including cardiologist, neurologist and other medical practi- 
tioners. Therefore I fail to understand what other expert should be 
consulted. « 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hou'ble Minister think 
it desiarble to consult the medical officers who are treating him to allow 
him Makaradhwaja if it does not in any way harm him? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question does not arise as to 
whether it will not in any way do him harm. The question is whether it 
will in any way interfere with the course of his treatment and whether it 
will do him any good. If it is found that it will not interfere with his 
treatment and that it will certainly do him some good, after obtaining 
medical opinion, that can be done. 

Conditiim of health of Mr. Mukutida Bhanja and other saounty prisoners. 

MOT. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department l)e pleased to state whether it is a fact — 
u) that Mr. Mukunda Bhanja, u security jirisoner, Dacca Central Jail, 
lias lx*€u suffering from pleurisy, getting t€mj)erature and losing 
weight f<»r nearly one year and has been an iudtmr patient in 
Mitiord Hospital for over a month, without any improvement; 

{ii) that Mr. Sasnnka K. Bhowmik, a security jwisoner, Dacca Jail, has 
Ixjen suffering from chronic dysentery and internal jiain in acute 
form for nearly six immths; 

{Hi) that MT. Satyendra Bejoy (^akravarty, security prisoner, Dacca 
Jail, is sneering from high myopia and extreme weakness; and 

(tV) that Mr. Sukhendra Dutta, security prisoner, Dacca Jail, has deve- 
loped complete deafness of one ear and partial deafness of the 
other ear? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desiiability of getting the 
above security prisoners examined by specialists in Medics! College, 
Calcutta, and arran^ng for tbeir proper treatment without any further delay 
in view of the complicated nature of their diseases and also of the enormously 
long period of suffering they have already undergone and also of the serious 
condition of their health at the present time? 

Khan Bihidur MOHAMMED ALI (on Miaif pi tlii Hon^ Ktiunjo Sir 
NoiIniINMiOS (u) and (6) Security prisoners Babus Mukunda Bhanja and 
Baoanka Bhowmik have since recovered from their ailments and are now 
keeping good health. 

Spcnrity priaoner Babu Satyendra Bijoy Ohakravnrty was examined by 
the Professor of Ophthalmic Surgery in the Medical College Hospitals for his 
oye ironblee no treatment was Mvised neceesary. 
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There ia no security prisoner of the name of Sukhendra Dutta but the 
honourable member presumably means security prisoner Sukhendu Eikash 
Xhitta. This prisoner was suffering from ear troubles for which he was 
examined by the Ear, Nose and Throat Specialist of the Medical College 
Hospitals and is now getting treatment according to his advice. 

This shows that even if the members who put questions are not correct 
and if only Government can understand the reference aright, they certainly 
make every effort to supply the answer. 

Family allowance for security prisoner 8ri]iit Kanai Lai Dai. 

MOS. Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether security prisoner Sriiut Eunai I^al Das detained in Dum Dum 

Central Jail made more than one representation for the grant of 
a suitable family allowance; 

(b) whether the Hon’ble Minister is aware that his father and the joint 

family of which he was a member have been suffering much baid- 
ship owing to stoppage of Srijut Das’s earning and pecuniary 
help; and 

(c) whether the Hon 'hie Minister is considering the desirability of grant- 

ing him a suitable family allowance P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi (on behalf of the Hon’bii Khwaja Bir 
Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(b) No. The security prisoner had no income and was a dependent on 
his father before arrest. 

(c) No. 

Regarding issue of warrant of arrest against SJ. taiuit Kumar Roy 
Ohoudhury for holding a meating. 

MOa Mr. ABHUTOSH LAHIRIS (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister m 
charge of the Home Department he pleased to state— 

(i) if auy warrant of arrest Was issued against Sj. Sanat Kumar Hay 
Cnoudhury, ex-May or, Calcutta, for holding a public meeting at 
Shraddhananda Park without the previous sanction of the (X)ra- 
missioner of Police, Calcutta; 

(ti) if the Police submitted a report to the Magistrate that Mr. llay 
Choudhury had been absconding; 

(Hi) whether the Magistrate found the report to be absurd and untrue; 
and 

(tv) what action has been taken against the officer responsible for such 
untrue report? 

(b) If no action has yet been taken, is the Hon’ble Minister considering 
the desirability of punishing the officer concerned P 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state — 

(i) if the warrant of arrest was subsequently withdrawn by the Govern- 
ment; 

(it) whether he was again arrested for violating the Lighting Hestriction 
Order in respect of the same public meeting; and 
(»ti) whether the trying Magistrate dismissed the case and found Ihe 
prosecution to fc frivolous? 

(d) Will the Hon'Ue Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether similar prosecutions for violations of LightiM Beotriction 
Order were launched against late Manindra Natb Mitter, Kiran 
Shanker ]EU>y and ,Bantosh Kumar Basu, ex^Hinister, onS after 
another; 
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(ft) whether ell the persons were acqtiitted by the trying Magistrate; 

(in) the name of the official at whose instance these prosecutions were 
launched ; 

(tv) whether the Hon^ble Minister proposes to take suitable action 
against the official yho j)er8isted in action in such niunner; and 

(v) if iwot, why notP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’blo Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): (a) (t) and (O) Yes. 

(Hi) The Magistrate asked for an explanation as to why he was shown 
as absconding even though he was a well known gentleman and had a per- 
manent residence at Calcutta. 

(iv) He was dealt with departmentally. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) (%) It was recalled by the Chief Presidency Magistrate as Mr. Roy 
Ohowdhury surrendered in court before it could be execute. 

(ii) A summons was applied for and issued by the Chief Presidency Magis- 
trate for his appearance in court, 

(Hi) The Chief Presidency Magistrate acijuitted him on the ground that 
there was no evidence to connect Mr. Roy Ohowdhury with the lighting. 

(d) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

liiiy The prosecutions were started under the orders of the Commissioner 
of Police, Calcutta. 

(iv) No. 

(v) There is no necessity for taking any action. 

Mr. A8HUT0SH LAHIRIS With reference to answer (a) (iv), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what departmental action W'as 
taken against the officer P 

Khifi Bihtdiir MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon’blc Minister 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Order, order. The question^ time is over 
and this question is accordingly held over. 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

CMitrtl Discussion on tiio Eupplomontsry Estimates. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. in the 
present atmosphere of the House and in the inertia that is prevailing out- 
side it is very difficult to speak with confidence and in expectation of results, 
but still one has to bide his time and has to carry on. It is obvious that 
the province is already tired of this Ijegislature ; the Ijegislature is also tired 
of its members and the members are also tired of one another and the 
speakers are tired of everything. 

Sir, in rising to sp^k on the Supplementary Estimates the very first 
thing that strikes me is th^t the expression '‘estimate*’ is a downright 
misnomer because it is not an estimate of anticipated expenditure but, as 
is obvious from the speech that was given by the Hon^le the Finance 
Minister and from the figures which w available in the White Book that 
muek of the figures relate expenditure which has already been under- 
taken. This praotioe of putting estimates for sanction after the expenditure 
hae been put into operation is against the acknowledged ethics of all finance 
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as a matter of fact if we cursorily glance at the figarea and the heads 
it appears that the supplementary ^timates are as much a substantive 
budget as the main budget itself. Sir, on a point of order the other day 
Dr. Sanyal raised this question and as a proposition of financial morality 1 
insist that this practice of bringing in estimates for sanction as a post-mortem 
verdict sbould be discontinued by all means because the House, particularly 
the party supporting the Government, is likely to speak out more clearly 
and frankly when the matter to be sanctioned relates to the future. Bul 
when it is a question of fact accomplished certainly the party behind the 
Government will not l>e in a position to offer their considered opinion 
regarding the justification or otherwise of the whole mattor. 

Now, Sir, I must confess that in spito of the dreary outlook which in 
given by the estimates there are certain very interesting and rodeemittg 
features. If you look at the head “Civil Works^*, page 2t>, you will fina 
that big sums are asked for repairing buildings whicn are at 8, Theatre 
Road, and *31, Theatre Road. At page 2(> for repairs to 8, Theatre R0ad« 
for the accomiiKKlation of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, there is a provi- 
sion of Rs. 40,000 and for the conversion of 31, Theatre Road, into a nostel 
for ofiicers of superior status Rs. 35,000. Sir, we are hearing of rebabiliiii^ 
tion. It has taken the place of charity and rehabilitation must begin at 
home. The Chief Minister must have a good house and it requires repair- 
ing and it has got to be inade more beautiful by repairing and therefore, aa 
we say in Bengali, Gauri Sen must be made handy and available for that 

t )uri)Ose, No. 31. Theatre Road, is also his propeHy and that has also to 
►e put into repair at Government cost. I will not make any comment upofi 
the propriety or otherwise of the action taken but I will put one questiW. 
If these two houses ot the Hon’ble Minister require repairing at GoverUh- 
ment cost, are we to understand that the houses of the other Ministers and 
of the rarliamentary Se<'retarie8 also do not need such repairing or is it a 
beginning only by way of an approval of the House to the repairing of the 
Chief Minister's houses and that the others will follow suit? Just one 
veo’ handy and constitutional question occurs to my mind. 8upposing the 
Chief Mijn.stei cea.ses to be functioning as a Minister, not by being defeated 
or by any natural calamity; supfiosing he is tired of this House and takes 
it into bis head to resign, what will be the position of these Ji5,000 and 
40,000 rupees w’^hich will be spent today? 1 hope the Hon’ble the Rinanoe 
Minister will make the legal position of this investment perfectly clear. 

Now, 8ir, it is also clear that this contribution is an addition to the 
emoluments which are given to the Ministers by virtue of the Act in the 
shape of salary. The salary has been determined by an Act of this Legis- 
lature and so llong as that Act remains extra remuneration cannot be given 
under the law without the sanction of this House. Therefore this is only 
a backdoor device of giving more money to the Ministers. The members 
have got something by amendment 

Tim Hofi’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C0$WAMI: Not at all. Tile 
Chief 'Minister will have to pay rent. 

Mr. SASANKA tEKHAR SANYAL: What about capita] invm^ 
ment? 

Th. HmW. Mr. TULtI CHANDRA COtWAMli They are only 

repairing 8, Theatre Road, a Government property. 

Mr. SASANIM SEKHAR SANYAL. Is it a contribution to the owner 
of the house or is it a contrBiution ear groitia fOr the Minister himself? 

Dr. NALINAKSMA MNYALt Is ibote any house belonging to a 
private party being repaired at Govermnent eosi? Can you quote a single 
instance an:^heTe where a ffTivate houaa ie being repaired at Government 
coat? 
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TlM HOffbl# Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOtWAMI; 8, Theatre Hoad, is 
not a private house; it is GbTerximexit property. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think no useful purpose will be served by 
this. The Hon’ble Minister will get time to give his answers. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR ^fANYAL: The Hon’ble Minister himself 
became restive and interrupted and he invited counter-interruption from 
this side. 

Now, Sir, I will just ask the Hon’ble Minister to educate this House and 
to edify and to give an instance as to whether this practice which has been 
introduced by the Bengal Government today has any precedent, moral or 
otherwise, known to him. (The Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandha Goswami: 
Yes.) There is an interjection “jres’’. Will he also further clarify what 
wll be the position of this money if this particular Minister ceases to func- 
tion todav^ and what was the reason for makin|^ such a big investment only 
to put a little extra comfort to a particular Minister? 

Then, Sir, coming to General Administration, you will find that at page 
11 there are several heads on which money has been asked, to wit, a Joint 
Secretary for the Department of Public Health and Local Self-Government. 
Sir, I admit that there has been a necessity but this is not a necessity for 
the province or the Government: it is a necessity for the party behind the 
Government. It is well known today that from Union Boards right up to 
District Boards and Municipalities there is a network of agents who are 
under the direct control of the forces behind the Government, and nefarious 
attempts are being made at the instance of members belonging to the Govern- 
ment party to expand their sphere of influence to all these self-governing 
institutions so much so that everywhere Government are trying to have 
their own men, particularly through elections adopting questionable 
means, and so far as nomination is concerned, each and every berth is being 
given to men who are avowedly behind the Government. 

I will quote, Sir, several instances. The question of division of unions 
into wards is bein^ dealt with according to Government’s convenience. 
Unions ore kept entire if it suits the Government party; they are divided 
into wards in such a way that when they are defeated the parties belonging 
to Government can get upper hand and nominations are entirely given by 
the District Authority on a certificate and recommendation saying that 
these men are of t^ Government party, and this Joint Secretary' has got 
the proud distinction of being responsible for recommending to Govern- 
ment to set aside a valid election in the Jangipur Municipality of Murshida- 
bad. There was an election; the Chairman elected was a Scheduled Castes 
man and ^e defeated man was a Muslim Leaguer of the Government brand. 
The validity of the election was questioned ; the matter was referred to all 
law officers including the Advocate-General. The election was found to be 
valid by all the lawyers but this Joint Secretary sent a note that there has 
been some irregularity and there must be re-election, and I am making a 
prediction that in course of two weeks Government will say that re-election 
IS not possible in view of certain technical difficulties ; therefore there must 
be an appointment by the Government. 

Khan Bahater MOHAMMED ALI: Since when astrology has become 
'your strong point? 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Since we found you corrupt. 

Mtn 8A8ANKA 8EKHA|f^ 8ANYAL: Corruption and nepotism of the 
Bengal Government can be read by everybody, no astrologer is necessary. 

Then, Sir, regarding the Publicity Department, what ie the necessity of 
this department at ^Ir If the Government want facts and figures to be 
published, the practice of Inringing prees reporters to a oonfer^ce can he 
extended everywhere. There are well known papers; fiheir assistance may 
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lie aoiight. The press rewrters in the district towns and subdi visional 
towns can l)e requisitions and the District Authorities and Members of 
Oovemment can nave their news and views ventilated through the existing 
press forum. Why create a Government department for thisP The reason 
IS obvious. A screen has to be drawn over deaths and calamities which 
were ventilated through non*official press, and therefore a device has been 
introduced for creating a machinery through which the Ministers will have 
their own propaganda. The Government will try to flourish a gilded side 
of the administration and incidentally it will be an attempt for concealing 
actual truths which happen, which show deaths, calamities, diseases, corrup- 
tion and all that. 

Now, Sir, coming to the question of Administration of Justice, there is 
at page 13 a note that the increase has been on account of l 4 aw Officers 
because there have been a large number of cases particularly under the 
I)efence of India Rules. We waut the Government to understand that the 
Defence of India Rules have provided a bumi>er feast to local officials and 
a great deal of discrimination is made. A man even if he is accused of the 
most heinous offence under the Defence of India Rules can purchase his 
safety and the case is withdrawn if he can pay handsomely to the War Fnna 
or its sister fund the Red Cross J’und, but in those cases in which parties 
are not able or do not care to pay, they are victimised or hounded by petty 
prosecutions and their persecution knows no bounds. Therefore the Govern- 
ment owe a duty to themselves and to the country at largo by setting up a 
machinery which will stop this invidious distinction and discrimination. 

Sir, coming over to Police, at page 16 something is paid to the District 
Police. How one wishes that today the District Police cease to exist 
because if the District Police have one function today it is to have their 
quota from all sorts of shops. They threaten the cloth dealers and other 
dealers with prosecution and there is a system all over Bengal by which 
eveiy' Thana Officer gets a monthly quota from every respectable and 
disrespectable dealer. Why then pay more money from the Government 
coffer in order t^ have more dishonest officers? When the crimes cannot b0 
stopped Government take recourse to appointment of Special Constables and 
that adds insult to injury in the whole matter. 

Coming to the question of “Medical”, there has been provincialisation 
in respect of sadar and suhdivisional hospitals. Yesterday my good friend 
Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmad in reply to a question said that the Govern- 
ment had taken over administration because they wanted to improve the 
hospitals. This is an arrant lie because the hospitals whch have been taken 
over by Government have been thrown into the cold shade of neglect. As 
I said yesterday in mv question, there are cases in which Tincture Iodine 
is not available for ordinary patients and if you look at the F. R. E. hos^- 
tals side by side with the ordinary hospitals you will find that the F. R. B. 
hospitals are dependable and they have got some equipment, but so far as 
ordinary hospitals which have served so long under private management are 
concerned, they have been thrown out of gear completely and the Govern- 
ment have not spent a single pie up till now in respect of the majority of 
these hospitals. It is only a question of idle promise. Bir, the history is 
also such, as we ought to know, that when there was a pressure in the mili- 
tary sense under milita^ directions Government took over the administra- 
tion, so that the injured persons might be shifted on and they were taken 
over under protest, but assurances were given that they would he looked 
after. But I say, Sir, with all the emphasis at my command that not only 
no assistance hu been given but that there has oeen negleei, increasing 
neglect and patienie are suffering enormously. 

Coming over to the question of Industries and Co-operation you will find 
that it is stated that for handloom industries something more is paid. If 
the Government of Bengal cbuld be proeecut^ by these petty weavers that 
would have been the proper treatment which could be ^veu to them. In 
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ilie name of handloom weavers and silk weavers, yam and silk are being 
distributed through agents who had no dealings m the past either with 
textile or with silk. The Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy is not here. Even four 
days back one Afsar Hakim of Mtirshidabad, whose only qualification is 
that he happens to frequent the place of the Hon^ble Mr. Suhrawardy, got 
^ bales of yam in this marke|| and the consimment reached Berhampore 
without any previous recommendation or knowledge of the District Magis- 
trate. He is a man of straw, but he got 50 bales, because he had the fortune 
of being a favourite of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. The District Magis- 
trate in his goodness stopped the delivery, but since the Minister's fatnca 
was there, he had arranged that the distribution should be made through the 
Co-operative Society (1 was present when the arrangement was made). 
Simply becauM he placated the Hon'ble Minister, therefore the profit will 
be given to this Afsar Hakim. The profit will amount to at least Rs. 2,500. 
If the matter had been left to him entirely it might be Rs. 75,000 according 
|o the estimate of that gentleman and there would be no end of blackmarket- 
ing. This is how things are being done. 

The most lamentable feature of the whole thing is the treatment that is 
being meted out to the political prisoners of Bengal. Sir, speeches have 
been made from all sides of the House on many occasions asking for their 
release and asking for giving them proper amenities. At page '10 there is a 
figure of Rs. 1,61,600 as if money is the only thing that is necessary for 
these prisoners. We do not know how long this heartless detention of 
healthy young men will continue. No end seems to be in sight. Some are 
in detention for more than four years, some are in detention for two or three 
years, and we have been told that it is wartime emergency that requires 
Iheir detention. 

We hear of post-war reconstru(‘.tion and everything, but I am making 
an appeal to tlie Government; have not these families — these heljdess and 
unfortunate families — have not .these precious lives of Bengal any place in 
the post-war reconstruction of our Province? If families and precious 
lives perish, what shall we do with post-war reconstruction of X, Y and Z? 
Why are they in detention now? The August disturbances have long been 
over. Some releases have taken place and there has been no reversion to 
any calamity. Why should it be necessary for Government tf> keep them 
IB detention? What is tlie difficulty in getting them released? I expect 
Government to make the position clear. Is it their policy that these people 
should be kept in indefinite detention? Is their jmlicy influenced by the 
policy of the Central Government or by the Department which seems to be 
stiff in its attitude? Sir, words will not carry us very far in this matter, 
but it is €^f)ected that the Hon’ble Ministers will devote n little bit of 
human attention to this aspect of the matter. The information is coming 
that a large number of them have been lying very very ill. One Bijoy 
Nahar cannot have an interview unless he is helped by a stretcher. Is he a 
oharacter to be kept in detention on the ground of security? What is the 
teourity which requires such detention? The arrests were preventive. 
What catastrophe is to be prevented now? Mahatma Gandhi has been 
released. Many big people have been released, but there has Wn no 
revival of anything which can be considered subversive. Even in Bengal 
large number of undesirable have been let out of the prisons, but there 
has been no reversion to anything which can be considered undesirable or 
aubvereive Sir, questions after questions have elicited and our informa- 
Uon is that some of our precious comrades have even lost a bit of tbeir 
sanity. After all they are human beings. They are ^trjots, they are 
prepared to suffer, but there is a limit to their sufferingey and this aspect of 
the matter should not be lost sight of by the Government. ^ -Sir, a few doles 
or liberal policy will not c.arry us far. It is not a solution. A bold experi- 
ment has to be made and a banning ought to be made here and now. No 
experiment has been made by even home internment. There are large 
numbers who are in detention for more than four years. They have be«tt 
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isolated from the political currents of the country. If the Government 
tKinlTH that a lar^e«scale release cannot be taken up at once, the matter can 
be handled by driblets and by jfraduation. Some of them can be kept under 
observation in home internment as a step towards release. Some of them 
can be released forthwith, and if Government finds that after release there 
is any menace to security, it will take only five minutes to bring them back 
to jails. I therefore appeal to the Ministers humbly to look up to this 
humanitarian matter and to do the least that ought to lie done. The Chief 
Minister is not here, nor his Parliamentary Secretar>^ is here, but the 
Hon’ble Mr. Goswami is in my front and may I make an appeal to him that 
in this matter if he likes to discuss the difficulties and methods with ^e 
Leaders of the Opposition he can invite the leaders of all parties including 
the leaders who are supporting the Government and the Opposition and 
they can find out ways and means with a view to ending this deadlock, 
After all they are our men, after all their lives have been useful to the cause 
of politics and to the cause of the J’rovince. They may suffer but their 
sufferings must have an end, and if Bengal has to march forward to a real 
future, then Bengal’s heroes and men and women must come out, otherwise 
it will be writ large upon the brow of the present Government “Callousness 
and heartlessness thy name is Bengal Ministrj*”. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is 
extremely difficult to discuss almut the Supplementary Estimate which comes 
to Its. crores, i.e., five times the ordinary revenue of the Province, specially 
it is difficult to discuss about the estimate wffiich is presented in the Budget 
Sevssion. Apart from the legality of the nuitter under section 81 of the 
Government of India Act, this policy of pieseuting the Supplementary 
Estimate after the whole amount hod been spent cannot be Ux) strongly 
condemned. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is further regrettable that a point 
of order has been raised on this point, but it has not been decided either by 
the Speaker or hv the Deputy Speaker. The policy connot be condemned 
too strongly. I hope — I know I cannot hope — tliat this thing will not be 
repeated in the next yoiir, if the Assembly continues to function till that 
time. Tlicn, Sir, in considering the Supplementary Estimates the first thing 
that must strike every body is the estimate of Civil Supplies. “Civil 
Suj)i)lies“ has been another name for corruption and bribery, and it is still 
anotner name for corruption and stealing, nlienever any question i.s raised 
with regard to “Civil Supplies” Government say that they are unable to do 
much because there is a blackmarket. But extra police has been pro* 
vided for to detect blackmarketiug. Under Extraordinary (ffiarges you 
will find there is an item “extra Police” for dealing with offences relating 
to Civil Supplies, and provisions have been made of Its. 1,08,000 for pay of 
establishment and Rs. 1 17,000 for allowances, honoraria, etc. If a person 
writes a letter in which tkere is something about politics the letter is censored 
and he is arrested, but a person who clearly and openly is taking recourse to 
blackmarketing is not arrested. I know that some cases are placed before 
the court.s but those cases concern the poor people who cannot pay the extra 
police. Cases of big people who can nay the extra police and who, as a 
matter of fact, pay the persons in autnority are not before the court and 
hence blackmarketing. So far as blackmarketing is concerned it is 
encouraged by the persons in authority. You know also, Sir, that if a 
person wants to be appointed a dealer and wants to have a few bags of sugar 
he is retmired tadpty a certain amount. In my own subdivision (Brahman* 
baria subdivwiorf there was an exhibition fund started, I believe, in the 
year 1937 or 19^. and any one who approaches the Subdi visional Officer for 
a permit for dealing in sugar is required to pay Rs. 10 to Es. 15 towards that 
fund. This certainly encourams blackmarketing. It is the Government 
who are responsible for olackmarketing. If they cannot detect black* 
marketeers it is they who are responsible for blackmarketittg. 
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So far as Civil Supplies are ^ncemed the department has absolutely 
failed to do its duty. Ordinarily, Civil Supplies are for regulating supplies for 
equitable distribution among the people. So far as rural areas are concerned 
they have been neglected. I do not know of the conditions of other subdivisions 
in the province but I know that so far as the Brahmanbaria subdivision is 
concerned one bag of sugar conlaining 2f maunds is supplied. A union in 
my district has a population of not less than 12,000 people. So you see that 
one bag of sugar is supplied to a union containing on an average a population 
of 12,0(X). Is this suitable distribution? Whatever quantity is supplied 
to the towns people is not supplied to the rural people. Can that be called 
equitable distribution P So far as sugar is concerned in the months of 
January and February not a grain of sugar was si^plied to the whole sub- 
divisim of Brahmanbaria. In the month of OctoberTl/Sth of the quota was 
supplied and in November J of the quota was supplied. In December half 
the quota was supplied and in January and February, as I said before, not 
a grain was available in the entire subdivision of Brahmanbaria. I do not 
know what is the position with respect to other areas but I am quite sure 
this is the picture throughout the whole area of the Province of Bengal. 
In January and February people who were suffering from fever, cholera, 
etc., did not get sugar. That is the position so far as sugar is concerned. 

Coming to kerosene the position is almost the same. I know that 50 or 
GO tins are supplied to one union per month. That is the position. One 
union, as I already told you, consists of 12,000 people. These 12,000 people 
are getting 60 tins. Those who are friendly to the present regime get one 
tin for one month. That is undoubtedly an inequitable distribution. 

When you come to cloth the situation is deplorable. The other day, the 
Commerce Member of the Government of India, Sir Azizul Haque, has stated 
in the Central Legislature that 76 per cent, of the cloth demand has been 
supplied to Bengal. The normal requirement in pre-war days is 16 yards 
per head and it has been said that 12 yards per head has been supplied to 
Bengal. If the statement of Sir Azizul Haque is true we have got 75 per 
cent, of our requirements. Now what is the position. Everywhere, there 
is what one may call cloth scarcity. I approached the Subdivisional Officer 
in this connection. Before I came here I went and saw him on behalf of 
60 members of the District Bar who had shifted to Brahmanbaria. The 
Subdivisional Officer supplied us with 10 pairs of sarees for 60 members. 
That we got after 6 months. What could we do? We could not please 
every body. So a lottery was held and the lucky people got each a saree. 
That is the position in Brahmanbaria. What is the position so far as the 
villages are concerned? No villager is allowed to purchase a single piece of 
cloth without a chit from the Circle Officer. The villagers who live al^ut 
20 or 00 miles away from the Brahmanbaria town have to come to the 
Brahmanbaria town and get a chit from the Circle Officer, and then obtain a 
piece of cloth from the dealer. That was the question that I put in the 
course of supplemental question the other day. The Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Civil Supplies replied that that might be possible. In order to 
avoid the trouble of journey end the cost of staying in a town for a day or 
two people generally prefer buying in the blackmarket. Therefore I euggest 
that defers must lie appointed in local areas. At present dealers have not 
been appointed in local areas. The dealers who have been appointed for the 
subdivision of Brahmanbaria live in Brahmanbaria town ana people have to 
come from the villages. Many people have approached me and asked to do 
something to remove this tyranny. They do not know that these grievances 
cannot be removed. Really the Hon^ble Minister for Civil Supj^ies knew 
that we discussed this matter but he is not here and he is not willing to 
remove our difficulties. Still it is our duty 


Mr. ATUI. OHANDRA lENl He prefers to be in other places. 
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Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: But he has got to be here. 

every one knows the condition in Bengal but it is also well known 
that the Hon’ble Minister is not at all serious about it. If, as a matter of 
fact, he was serious we could have met together and tried to remove the 
grievances of the people of Bengal. The Government of India have said 
that Aey have suppli^ 75 per cent, of Bengal’s requirements. But we do 
not know whether the statement of the Government of India is correct or not. 
It may be that this 75 per cent, has not been supplied. So far as the cloth 
question is concerned we have heard that a large proportion of India’s 
production is exported to foreign countries. It is exported to Egypt, Iran 
and Iraq. I wonder how we can export our production to foreign countries 
when there is a regular famine in our own and we want to know therefore 
whether the things produced in this country have been really exported to 
foreign countries. \Ve want to know the real eituation, but the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge is not serious in the matter. He says that the Marwaris 
are responsible, as if he is not responsible. If the Marwari is responsible 
for blackmarketing, the Hon’ble Minister is eipially responsible for not 
detecting the blackmarketing in time. 

Then with regard to post-war reconstruction I want to say something. 
In answer to a question with regard to Post-War Iteconstruction Committee, 
we have come to know bow the Post-War Reconstruction Committee has been 

functioning (At this stage the member reached his time-limit but was 

allowed to conclude his sjjeech in two or three minutes.) In answering that 
question it was said that the various sub-committees of the Post-War Recon- 
struction Committee have not been sitting. There has not been even one 
sitting and they have not submitted any recommendation to the Government 
of India regarding post-war reconstruction. I am quite sure that if you see 
the answer to that question you will be convinced that nothing has been done. 
The Bombay Government have submitted their recommendations and several 
other Governments have done so, but we are not serious in the matter and 
we have done nothing. The Committee did not sit and has not been function- 
ing and has not sent any recommendation. We hear that the war will soon 
come to an end and that the post-war reconstruction work will soon begin. 
But Bengal’s case of post-war reconstruction will go by default because 
Bengal has not made any recommendation and therefore does not deserve any 
money from the Government of India. 

Then, Sir, I shall refer to another item, namley, the special rural uplift 
work. ITnder this head the excess under “Contingencies” is for the replace- 
ment of casualties among stud bulls which were originally purchased out of 
Government of India Rural Uplift grant. I know that all the bulls that 
were purchased have since died. There was corruption even in the matter of 
feeding the stud bulls and as a result of starvation they have all died. Then 
there is a scheme for the multiplication of goats, and I have heard from a 
person who has got the authority to speak on the matter that five thousand 
goats have been placed in charge of one man. So far as the top-heavy 
administration is concerned, there is no bar to increasing the number of high 
officials but so far as officers of lower status are concerned you will find that 
there is only one Sanitary Inspector for each thana and only one person has 
been placed in charge of 5,000 goats. The result has been that all the goats 
that were purchased have since died like the stud bulls about which I nave 
just spoken. 

ATUL GNANDRA SEN: Stud bulls will die but the Ministers will 

live. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Now, Sir, I want U) say a few 

words about mepacrine. Malaria was in an epidemic form but it ia no longer 
ao now. But mepacrine used to be sold at the rate of Be. 128-12 for 1,(M 
pills, to wholesale deolers und the retailer must sell them at Rs. 31-4, that is, 
he can make a profit of Es. 2-8 for 1,000 pills. A dealer is required to 
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pTUrchase 4,000 pills and for that he can make a profit of Rs. 10 only, A 
oealar who comes from an outlying area of over a distance of twenty or 
thirty miles had to spend more than Rs. 15 and so for him the mepacrine 
business cannot be a profitable one. The result was that mepacrine was not 
available in rural area for want of dealers. Moreover, Sir. mepacrine is now 
going to be supplied only through post office when malaria epidemic has 
subsided after people have died of malaria in thousands without any proper 
treatment for want of medicine. 

Before I sit down, Sir, I want to say that there has been a necessity for 
this supplementary estimate on account of the war, a w’ar which, as I have 
repeatedly stated, is not a war for the deliverance of India but for the 
perptuation of India’s slavery and for the continuance of British Imperialism 
in India. This war is not a war for the independence of India. This war 
has l)€en thrust upon India without India’s consent. If any money is 
re(^uired for any expenditure necessitated by war, that money must not be 
paid by the Gfovernment of Bengal nor by the Government of India but the 
money should be paid by His Majesty’s Government for whose benefit the 
war is being fought. So I submit that these supplementary estimates cannot 
be accepted by us because it has been necessitated by the present war 
conditions, a war which has been thrust upon us and a war which is not a 
war for the independence of India. With these words, Sir, I resume my 
seat. 

MauM ABDUR RAZZAK: 

oit cvSfinn <4?^ 's 

w cfft& * c¥tl? w 

cm of^%i cn ^r5nn om*n Tfro ^ cms cmm ^ ^ ^ 

stwi I w 5^ c«Rt? m ^ 

c¥t5T Sntir «irn7r <5^ ^f«rr «rr3t? ^ ^ i ^ 

WW cftff <rfinn anm ^ ^ 

cwtft ¥fTO ^vs WTTtir ’trv fHttrfinj ’W ^ fV ? 

88 ffaRinr c^tw^rfr ^ 

^ Mw arpr^hr c«r arfitfr 

▼fwi wsrfsw I ^srPFtvtfinr wiw srt <waftv ’PRFf* ’rtr'T 

^ ¥1^ ooci tov? or ffo#" «rTfipr 'srvms or^n m ct, ^ 

M/o 3r«r Tor fVf^ 5 ^HOooi</o «ror ¥fwwi 5 orri^ os «rw ^ TO ▼finrtnt i 4^ 

TO, !f05r¥ filiff wfinn cTOTO ^ 

m wf^ I wM’t vfro ^ lit vim or f^hr f^rop ^ ^ 

¥nr‘t^ CTO TO ^ I lit iort*nr c¥m fivtfiro ftro ¥or TO i toi 
orro itTOi rrotow a orrB <dfi*r cro to i lorm ! wtTOtf cro^r 

K«*f'ort^ w> cror fwsipn ci ortB c¥iB tt^vs toTO fro ftTOr 

ntiTOm fro ^TOni fV cron it^TOr Sro ytoR, to ^ i^tiv tow 

finttii cam toti TOra TOp wmt mtfi tpim TOrsfIci to iTOn 

¥TO TOtW TO TOlflltf %tf ¥11 C¥TO ^t S l OfTO f t c TO ;¥f505 OOTO CTO 

¥fl05 Itu TOltC^JI 

C«DSt iVm ICTOl ! TOTO laRJPin Cl¥^ to CTOTO TOTO TO^¥flCTO 

¥CTO1 TO ¥mi C? TO¥I m ^?IC¥ TOCIS TO I TO ¥pr¥n5! 

TOtil ¥r¥ty¥f^i*i ¥f*if TOwn TOrocf m TO TOTOi Cl f¥ toiTOcto TO! TOxTOrnffm 
¥HlltOSntOH l¥nrTO ¥TOTO TO05¥t¥TO ¥tTO TOm !fOT TOllTOI TOll 
iRmtl ItfaBCl llRWi yp <1, ¥t¥W l¥ l t Cl TOI Rl TO ¥11 i r tCTO ^ » TO¥C¥Cai 
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ipm ▼H? itn ^ f^rscf I cvwCT c*ni ftitni ^ w, itwr 

bs^r, cvwtf^R, sR«r, '« wsn *tc^ tjm- 

fwf^ I wtw <?f^ l?rft cfi^t^i ^ 

^ r fic^fl I >[pm^ cmfirr® 

— «n^<rt^'ft‘'iwt^ gcv6Jf fifPcHfl <4?ir^ ^wrtcwT c¥f*T 

5^cT5c^ ^ ^ ?nr I ^ <Rn s^T^rs *rTci i c*m 

8 ^rtpTJr T5 wf br ?Tn^ TO f^m ?tr5 ^fro wv i f¥i tt^hr 

c>n ^rf^nn ^TTt’ROT TO^rs c’r^ffn ^ ^ *Tt7, fcwrs cftR 

^1Pu5Cfl[ ^ I ^f? 00 w*f cw jfi »nF »r¥ c*tT¥ 

I ^ *riT ^ fror f^ ▼fw? m, 4^; 'SHtCfi 

Gwr TOt*nr^«t ^rtc^'i <ftfOTc^^ ’pi^'st ¥finn ^Vs c»rrfi ^ c’ff^ 5w c*rfirtt« 

wn G^r^^r ^n — ^ ^fmtnr fro i wt:«mr Miptsi warrm frwfcf 

c^ rm ?r^?n c?c-nr ^:4ot? ft^t^ %n:^, ^ ’tto's ^tvrwi wffrscf*^ i 

fe 's ^rrs c? ^5?tft fir ^tros so c¥tf CTtm «n ; fftfi 

w i fci? «np«f f%c«rt 'wmt^ n itn f^titni ; 

^sm vav (PTtfri '«rtf ?rtf<nn %tt75r ; ^ ^ tfcOT tfCfrlf 

«RT <a^ “c^t^” ▼fim f^TTfnp, OTtro ^lOTT TO >0^ w\*f^ 

m ?rf^ ?rf^ (TPtfrH ^ if? «3 > to * 4t 

*R »ii¥|. cwti if;»n on ffcwn ifro glw? ¥tinn ? 'OtiTO ^ 

ita 'sro'f'ci^ itiT itn irt^fi:^ irm yfro itn itr®? i ficwcwi »rei 
n fiTO TO ?R ?t 7 *iii; cnff ▼tirit to cntw ^ toti rtito? i 

^ €mn valors f^r^i^ofci liti ^tf? ^rv^ttn ifin ifwTop^ i cwti w c? ^f^PTrsti 

imffh tmn TOif '5t*f^ 'ttiflnc^ toto itra ’ttliiTO ’n i if? ^7 
?>w??\5T ?? ^ ^m? ^ «itl^ TO? itfro TOT— ( 5 ) to c?r? ¥f*f 9 TOt? 

C»rQ?n (^) ?5 t?^ TO'flftl TH TOl Cl ITfTO Ff%r$C^, V5tl TOf'Q I 'S^TO TOC? TO 
TO ^ff% cTOti ?f5nn ifroc^ 1 nsf^ «at iftiTO 'if^ ?TO ?tf¥c? ^\sf^ c¥ti to?7 
fVfc? n I it^TO TOTfinrc?? toto apon cn '3?fTOi ?«t?^ ?fv#tf^ cnrro ?t;?TO 
n c?? I 

c®n5t ■?>?!? TOm ! ifipiTO ^ rtcTO c?i 111 ? TO, fTO ^rc?? fro ?f;»n c?nw 
ifiPTSti TO ’T'JtW, c?t¥m?tlt, ^?c?ift, cTOTOi^^ I c?? '6 ?*i¥C'*? rffis ^t?tc?l 

^f^ wTO git? Cl, ¥tw ^ iTO it®iTO ¥17 c¥!i ^fn ^inii utif ¥cfi TO ; 

TO? TOtn itro ifrrsi i c ii:i c Tg im ?i irmt? ^rt to tf^ totoi ¥rtT wtfinr 

TO itescf 5^tc?l ^3T ¥!¥ I C?C? ?^?TO flTO ltC»t »a>ll ¥?TO TO ’^fltC?! TO ^ 
iTci I ClifTO Cflt^Cll 17tl l*lfTOtC¥ C?? ^tU5 TOltl WIJ tftTOl 47 ^tf^ TOUd 

TOitrtp I itTOi c®g^ *gVti irroi ! wtfi ¥igiti citt? 47 ^ft?-if#j ifrogro wfiiTitsfl 

Cl. ¥rjc?i TOti totiSto ci*t<i-^W^ ¥i»r?i ¥iti TOti ntw (iTOi^ro fTn wnr^fi 

TO^5rt? TOto itfj i 7 i i fa?? I ^girn <7 Ttf^ toih vifi TO :fmw ito <jf» f? inn 
*X'TO*n jfifiTO I itw c?x?^ 47 ¥?^ ^ TOiii¥f?t ifiprsni ^ toT? c?t? ¥ 1 TO 
c??t f?itcit c??ii7l '®ntc?i ?f*pnltf^5r® ¥iHV® i7n TITitrw i 8tmn 44? t? 

c?f?tf TO?t*t TOg ?7n f t y tTit ci I 

TIM Hf^blt Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMIs Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
Sir. the discussion has been short and sweet in spite of a few indictments. 
I shall make some attempt to meet the reproaches and charges. 

Hy honourable friend M^. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal referred to the repair 
of 8, Theatre Road, which^ is Goyemment properly and used to be placed at 
the disposal of the Commissioner of the Presidency Division of the time 
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It is a very old house and it needed extensive repairs. It is now 
decided that the Chief Minister of the time being should occuot that hoiwe 
on the same terms as the Commissioner of the Presidency Division did, 
namely, at a rental. (Mr. Atul Ch^dra Sen: That is surreptitiously 
increasing the salary of the Chief Minister.) HowP He will pay rental. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: But he will enjoy the house. 
He may go to any other house he likes. 

Ths Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: But this is Govern- 
ment property. You provide Subdivisional Officers, District Magistrates and 
Comraissjoners of Divisions with houses of course on payment of rent. 
(Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: They are executives.) 

As regards repair of 31, Theatre Road, I just now forget for what purpose 
it was requisitioned. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal : The principle of ex- 
officio can never be extended to the case of Ministers.) Sir, as regards 31, 
Theatre Road, I forget just now for what purpose it was requisitioned, but 
as long as it is in requisition by Government for their use, it will have to be 
adopted to the purpose for which it has been requisitioned. As I have said, 
Sir, I forget just now for what purpose it has been requisitioned. 
(Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal : For the purpose of extorting money from 
the public exchequer.) Not at all. (Mr. Atul Chandra Sen: Worse 
than extortion.) 

As regards houses for Ministers I forget what was done in Madras. 
(Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Ii you forget don’t quote.) But I am 
certain about the United Provinces. There in 1937 the Ministers were 
provided with houses and there were a certain number of cars which 
were pooled by the Ministers. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal : Those were 
rented houses and Government cars placed at the disposal of Ministers.) Sir, 
8^ Theatre Road, will be placed at the disposal of the Chief Minister for the 
time being and he has to pay rent just as the Commissioner of the Presidency 
Division pays rent. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal : That does not justify 
capital expenditure.) (Mr. Atul Chandra Sen : I propose that every 
Minister should ^et a hou.se.) That would not be a bad idea. For the 
moment I am satisfied with my humble lodging. 

As regards the Publicity Department mentioned by my honourable friend 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal, I find that almost every Government indulges 
in publicity. Well, Sir, I have no peat liking for publicity myself. I 
prefer to keep out of publicity and publications but, at the same time, it is 
a very necessary thing. 1 nnd that even Indian States spend a lot of 
money on publicity, 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: On a point of interruption, Sir. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Goswami looks much more beautiful in the Bengal Weekly 
than here. (Laughter.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You cannot say that in this House. 

Tht Hon'bla Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, Mr. Sanyal h^ 
touched a sore point in my heart. The picture in the Bengal Weekly is 
probably a reproduction or some snapshot of me taken somewhere in the 
sun, which m^es me out far uglier th^ even I really am. 

As I was saying, Sir, even the Indian States spend a lot of money on 
publicity and as regards the Gkrvernment of the United States of America 
I got numerous expensive puUica^ons free of oharoe. (Mr. Sasanka 
Sekhar Sanyal: But our non-official press is very efficient and Goyem- 
ment can use it.) No, Sir, Government has got to publicise ^eir Tiew^ 
That is a matter of policy. II there is a difference of opinion on this 
point between the Opposition and ourselves, I cannot help it. 
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As regards hospitals taken oyer by Government, I am sorry to hear that 
they compare unfavourably with the Government F.B.E. (Famine Belief 
]toergency) organisations. The Famine Relief Emergency hospitals were 
equipped during the famine and soon after. Great care was taken, and 1 
sincerely hope that the hospitals temporarily taken over by Government with 
a view to improving them will be substantially improved. (Mr. Sasanju 
S sKHAB Saittal: Is that an assurance or a pious hope?) 

My honourable friend, Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, referred to Post-War 
Reconstruction Committees and said that many of the sub-committees were 
not functioning. That certainly is not exactly the jwsition. Some of the 
sub-committees have done excellent work. As I said in my Budget speech, 
it is true that the blue prints are not yet ready, but it is expected that their 
reports will be ready before the end of April. 

There were very few other points raised in the discussion. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL* What obout release of political 
prisoners ? 

The Hoffi’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: As regards release 

of political prisoners, I feel very strongly. It is u pity that larger number 
of political prisoners have not been released. (Mr. Sasanka Sekiiar Banval ; 
Only pity and nothing more!) 1 do however feel that the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department is anxious to release as many prisoners 
as he can do safely. On that point it is most difficult for me to express any 
opinion on behalf of Government. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Santal: WhyF 
Are you not a part of Government?) Honourable members know my feeling 
in this matter and I hope honouraole members will realise my difficulty. 

I feel, Sir, that I have answered the main points raised. 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED s worm 1 wWw 

fw5g»n 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED: ^ jpw firwpn ¥wi mti i wffi vf? wmvff 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is not the practice. Please take your 
seat. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I have answered all 
the points raised and I now resume my seat. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-23 p.m. till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 
2nd March, lfl45, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Pfoeeediiigt of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India AcL 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
2nd March, 1^5, at 445 p.m. 

^Presents 

Mr. Deputy Speaker (Mr, Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy) in the Chair, 11 
Hon^ble Ministers and 167 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

(Suppiemantaries on Starred Question No. 100 oontd.) 

BabU A8HUT08H LAHIRI: With reference to answer («)(/*’), will the 
Hcm’ble Minister be pleased to state what departmental action was taken 
against the officer concerned? 

Ktian Bahadur MOHAMMED ALII The officer concerned was severely 
censured by the Deputy Commissioner of the South district. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: In view of the fact that the officer con- 
cerned submitted a false report, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why more stringent measures were not taken against him.^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The punishment meted out to the 
officer was considered sufficient. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon^le Minister be pleased to 
state what is the name of the officer concerned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I would ask for notice. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: With reference to answer {(l)(iv) in view 
of the fact that all the persons prosecuted and acquitted one after the other 
held important positions in public life, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the reason why Government did not take any action at all against 
the officer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Is it a fa('t that Government approved of 
these mean tactics? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Bl^U A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is not a fact that the prosecutions were lodged in respect of 
meetings held to protest against the Secondary Education Bill? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Presumably so. I am not very 
sure. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Government consulted any legal opinion as to whether 
the officer in question may not be prosecuted for giving false information? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The officer in his explanation 
stated that when he called at the residence of Mr. Roy Chaudhury he found 
him not at home. That is why he applied for the issue of a warrant. 
Certainly the officer acted in a wooden-headed manner. That is why depart- 
mental action was taken. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROVa What was the rank of the officer con- 
cerned ? 

KNi JbdMMhir MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

8|« HARENDRA NATH DAB CURTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that Sj. Roy Chaudhury was attending the Law court every day when the 
summpns was issued against him? 
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* Ktian Ballidur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 1 am not aware 
whetW he was attending law courte or not. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHiRI: Is it a fact that the prosecution was 
lodged under the orders of the Commissioner of Police at the instance of the 
Deputj’ Commissioner, South district? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that in the case against the late Manindra Nath Mitter, 
the Judge held that the late Mr. Mitter was neither the tonyener, nor the 
president nor the speaker in the meeting al)out which prosecution was lodged 
against him? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know what was the judg* 
ment of the court. I ask for notice. 

8]. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: In view of the information 
supplied, do the Government think it desirable that stringent measures 
should be taken against an officer who prosecuted people on false grounds? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It has been stated previously in 
reply to a similar question that the prosecution was lodged erroneously and 
■ for naving caused inconvenience by the issue of a warrant Government has 
taken action against the officer concerned. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister please 
state whether it is a fact that prosecution was first initiated for infringing 
lighting orders and also for holding meetings and thereafter that portion 
of the complaint namely, “for holding meetings” was withdrawn? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes Sir. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the carelessness shown by 
the prosecuting officer who knowing full well that there was no prohibition 
against holding meetings yet started the prosecution, does the Hon'ble 
Minister think it desirable to take severe steps against the said officer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. The question of taking 
severe steps against the prosecuting offic^er does not arise because it was 
purely a mistake and so far as the ban is concerned there used to exist a ban 
against holding meetings. So it was purely an error of judgment. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to 
state whether the officer in question was in the meantime promoted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know anything about that. 

Distribution of gun lioenoo in oortain subdivisiont of BafcarganJ. 

M1IL Mr. UPENDRA NATH EDBAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleaded to state separately— 

(i) the number of gun licences (S.B.B.L. and D.B.B.L.) granted to— 

(1) Pirojpur, 

(2) Patuakhali, 

(3> Bbola, and 

(4) Sadar subdivision, 

of Bakarganj district during the year 1944; and 

(ft) number of them that are granted to- 
ld.) Caste Hindus, 

(i?; Scheduled Castes, and 
{€) Muslims in each subdivision? 

(6) Will the H<m’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of those that 
have got the gun licences in each subdivision in 1944 ? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMBO ALI (on imiaN of tbo HoiiINo Kburada 
iir NazbMMMn): Two statements are laid on the Table? 
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Statbmsnt II. 

Referred to in reply to starred qvesUon .Vo. 110 showing the names of versons 
who were granted gun licences in the subdivisions in the dist^t of 
Bakarganj during the year 1044. 


PlROJFUH SlTBIUVI 


I Abdul Kader Mia. 

I Sah Abu Jaffar Md. Saleh. 

I Fazlul Karim Talukder. 

I Benoy Bhusan Dey. 

► Md. Modasser Ali Talukder. 

I Abdul Manan Talukder. 

) Adam Ali Shikder, 

) Abdur Baahid Shikder. 

Kazi Abdul Hamid. 

) Bipin Behari Chakravorty. 

\ Maulvi Serajiil Haq. 

) AIkIuI Latif Talukder. 

I Debendra Natli Baral. 

' Hr. (folaiii Hossain. 

I Mokle.suddin Mian. 

Md. AIhIuI Hanhem. 
Mamiuuddin Chowkider. 

Kibaran Cbandiu Karan jai. 

Md. Azahaniddin Ahamed. 
Maulvi N u rm ahum mad Shikder. 
Maulvi Maliatabuddiri Ahamed. 
Maulvi Mir Anwar Ali. 

Maulvi Akramali Khalifa. 
Maulvi Maminuddin Mridhu. 
Md. Belyat llossain. 

Maulvi Mahammad Sader. 

Md. Abdul (iafur Shikder. 
Maulvi Kuruddiu Ahamed. 
Maulvi Md. Molfat Ali. 

Maulvi Md. Nawabali Afia, 
Afauivi A. B. Md. Nural Islam. 
Akhil Chandra Alajumdcr. 

Md. Maminuddin Jamadder. 
Mahammad Ali Howlader. 


Mahammad Baaiar Rahaman, 
Maulvi Abdul Hamid Muktear. 
Maulvi Abdul Gaffur Muktear. 
Syed Mahammad larail. 

Maulvi Sahahuddiu Ahamed. 
Tarini C'haran Miatri. 

Hakhal Banian Gharami. 

Md. Bahar Ali Howlader. 

Maulvi Aziiiur Rahaman Mia. 
Maulvi A1 mJu 8 Samad Mia. 
llazi Safijuddin Talukder. 
l4ilit Kumar Moudal. 

Alakham Lnl Boae. 

Md. Abdul Haahem Khun. 

Sarat Kumar Ilalder. 

Alaulvi Altabuddin Ahamed. 
Abdul Majid Talukder. 

Abdul Aw'ul Shikder. 

Alaulvi Afaeruddiu Ahamed. 
Rajendra Nath Haider. 

I Md. Ohnjuddin Sardar. 

Maulvi A. K. M. Ashrafuzzama, 
• Maulvi Md. Ismail. 

I Md. Kalu Howlader. 

' Md. Rashid Alia. 

Maulvi Makbul Ahamed Run. 
Sekendar Ali Howlader. 
Mafijuddin Mollah. 

Maulvi Fazlul Karim Mia. 
Maulvi Golam Rasul Khan. 
Alaulvi Serajul Ha({ue. 

Md. Hashem Ali Howlader. 
Khitish (liundra Chakravorty, 
Dhireudra Nath Mitra. 


Bhoi.a St «UJV1.S10!». 

(1) A. F. M. Cbowdhury. (Jl) Maulvi A. M. Atikulluh Chow- 

(2) A. N. M. Nazirul Haque. dhury. 

(4) Alaulvi Rahul Haque, 

(5) Md. Khorshed Alain (^lowdliury. 


Patuakhali Suurnvi.sio». 


(1) Molaharuddin Ahamed. 

(2) Maulvi A1)3 uI Rashid. 

(3) Abii Syed Md. Julfikar. 

(4) Hatijuddin Talukder. 

(5) Panchoo Mug Matbar. 

(6) Abual Kaehem Howlader. 

(7) Syed Apter Ali. 

iS) Maulvi Abdul Kader. 

(9) Maulvi Md. Idria. 

(10) Md. Ismail Talukder. 


(11) Md. Zahirtil Ismal. 

(12) Azahar Ali Howlader. 

(13) Md. Wares Ali Mia. 

(14) Md. Sahajan Howlader. 

(15) Abdul Majid Howlader. 

(16) Hazarat Ali Mia. 

(17) Alimaddi Dafader. 

(IB) Maulvi Abdul Kabir Mia. 
T9) Rabat! Mohon Pal. 

20) Uir Atahar Ali. 
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Chintaharan Roy. 

Siflir Kumar Guha. 

A. K. Md. Samsuddin CJiow 
(Ihury. 

Zakana Md. Noor. 

Fazlul Karim. 


Sadae Subdivision. 

Maulyi Md. lahaque Aii. 
Sarat Chandra Samadder. 

(29) Md. Munaur Chowdhury. 

(30) Maulvi Mahammad Ali Taluk- 
der. 

(31) Maulvi Daliluddin Ahamed. 


Himanshu Kr. Hoy Chowdhury. (32) Manmotho Nath Guha. 


I Maulvi Akteruddin Ahamed 
Maulvi Md. Badsha Mia. 
Subedar Mehendi Khan. 

Mr. W. K. Randall. 

Rajendra Lai Sen. 

Ui^ndra LaJ Pal. 

Priyanath Hai Chowdhury. 
Asmat Ali Khan. 

Dhirendra Nath Chatterji. 
Indra Lai Shikder. 

Hari Mohon Ganjjruly. 

Naresh Chandra Biswas. 

Biren Malakar. 

Nirode Behari Talukder. 

Mnulvi Abdul Majid Mia. 
Maulvi Md. AIkIuI Rasul Khan. 
Sitanath Pal. 


(33) Parimal Chandra Guha. 

(34) Sailendra Nath Ghose. 

(35) Makham Lai Das. 

(36) Sudhir Chandra Das. 

(37) Sudhir Kr. Sen Matalanabis. 
(38; Maulvi Abdul Kasem Howlader. 
(39) Abdul Somad Talukder. 

(40i Ehitish Chandra Sen. 

(41) Birendra Mohon Das Gupta. 

(42) Kartick Chandra Bose. 

Maulvi Nesaruddin Ahamefl. 
('hinta Haran Ghose. 

Aldul Waheb Talukder. 

Jonardan Sen Gupta. 

Maulvi Mafijuddin Biswas. 
Narendra Lai Pal Chowdhury. 
Md. Emdad Hossain. 

Maulvi Azizuddin Ahamed. 


(43) 

(44) 

(45) 

(46) 

(47) 

(48) 

(49) 

(50) 


(24) Azahar Ali Mia. 

(25) Maulvi Alnlul Rashid Talukder. (51 ) Bhupesh Chandra Pal. 

(26) Maulvi Abdul Aziz Khan. (52) Rebati Mohon Pal. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

g leased to state the number of applicants who are Caste Hindus, Scheduled 
astes and Muslims respectively for gun licences? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is given in the answer. 

8J. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: No, it is not there. I want 
the number of applicants. 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Si. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Are the Government aware 
that though the number of applicant from the Caste Hindus and Scheduled 
Castes was large yet their applications were turned down and only a few 
were granted gun licences? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I am not aware of the number of 
applicants for the issue of gun licenses. It is not possible for me to answer 
that question. I will have to ask for notice. 


SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to look into the matter and see that justice is done to the Scheduled 
Castes and caste Hindus in the matter of granting licences in Barisal 
district? 


K^ Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Licences are not granted on any 
cosomunal proportion or basiar 

Dr. NALINAKSHA BANYALs Will the Hon 1)16 Minister be pleased 
to state if the total number of gun licences granted to Muslims, namely, 
100 as against the number 34 to caste Hindus and 9 to Scheduled Castes has 
been in pursuance of any policy of the Government of Bengal to equip the 
Muslims with fire-aras? 

KhM MiMhir MOHAMMED ALIi No, Sir. 
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Ollioen of A. R. P. organisttKMi in Myinnisliiglk 

Mil. Mr. ABUL H08SAIN AHMED: {a) Will tke Hon’blo Uimster 

in charge of the Home (Defence) Department be pleased to lay on the TaUe 
a statement showing the present number of o^icers of A.R.P. organisation 
at Mymensingh and also showing the number of Muslim and Hindu offioors 
in each rank? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
Muslims predominate in the district of Mymensingh ? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state whether any 
Muslim officer has ever been placed as Contioliing Officer? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Bah^ur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of tho Hon*blo Khwaji 
8ir Nazimuddin): (a) A statement is placed on the Table. 

(b) Yea. 

(c) The District Magistrate is the e.r-o^cio Controlling Officer. 

{d) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 111. 


Name of service. 

Muslim. 

Hindu. 

Wardens 


1 

Control and Report Centre 

!! *2 

1 

Rescue 


1 

Casualty 

2 

3 

H. P. F. Parties . . 


1 

Depot 

!! i 

1 

Barracks 

1 

1 

Messenger Commandant 

1 


Total 

7 

9 


Roloaso of persons dotainod without trial under rule 28 of Dofonoo of India 

Rules. 

M12. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(а) how many persons detained without trial under rule 26 of the Defence 

of India Rules have been released since the present Ministry 
assumed office ; 

(б) how many of the persons released have been restricted in their move- 

ments; 

(c) whether the |>er8ons restricted have been granted any allowance; and 

(d) if so, how many of them ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaji 
Sir Naiimuddin): («) Five hundred and fifty-eight. 

(b) Eighty-six. 

(c> and (d) Yes; eleven of them. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the HmChlc Mminier be 
pleased to state how many of the 86 persons whose movement has lieen res- 
irieted applied for allowances? 

Khan Baliaihir MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ash for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us for how lon^j a Mriod these eighty-six prisoners whoae 
movement was restricted were in detention? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. DHIREMORA HATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what were the maximum and minimum amounts of the 
2lowance that was granted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, it will take time to answer 
that question. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA RATH DUTTA: In view of the fact that these 86 
persons have been restricted after they had been detained in jail for a lonj? 
period, will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of granting 
allowances to all of them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, if this question is held over 1 
will be able to answer these questions because I find that I have brought a 
wrong file with me. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: In that case the question is held over. 

Grant of family alknaanco to security prisoners. 

M13. Mrs. HEMA PROVA MAJUMDAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Horae (Jails) Ilepartraent be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the following security prisoners applied several times for 
the maintenance allowance for their dei>endent» and, if so, whether 
they have been granted any allowance and, if not, why not, 
viz. : — 

(i) Sj. Ksheraesh llanjan riiatterjee, M.sc., n.L., Rajshahi 
Jail, 

(>i) 8j. Rrainatha Nath Hanerjee, ex-M.L.r. — Dura Dum Jail, 
(iif) Sj. Jliawa Nath Mukherjee— Presidency Jail, 

(?>) 8j. Niranjan Modak, Mukhtear — Alipore Central Jail, 

(iO S.j. Manindra Sarkur — Rujshnhi Jail, 

(n) Sj. Brahinodas Tahikdar— Jhiin Dura Jail, and 
(rii) Sj. Jogesh Chandra Chakravaiiti — Dacca or Midnupore Jail; 
(h) whether it is a fact tlmt all the alxive prisoners were earning 
when at large and contributing towards the maintenance of their 
families and dependents; and 

{<’) whether it is a fact that their families and deiiendents have been 
deprived of the help these prisoners were rendering out of their 
earning ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): Yes, several applications have been received from the 
set'urity prisoners referred to and a family allowance has been sanctioned 
to Balm Niranjan Modak. The covse of Babu Brahainraodas Talukdar is 
under consideration. A statement showing the reasons for not granting any 
family allowance to the other five security prisoners is placed on the Library 
Table. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU : In view of the fact that Ehemesh 
Ban jail Ohatterjee was earning Rs. 45, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to grant him that amount as his allowance for his family.^ 

KhMi Bahi^ur MOHAMMED ALI: The case of the security prisoner, 
Ehemesh Eanjan Cbatterjee,' is being re-examined by Government. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In the statement placed on the 
Library table you have stated that one of his brothers is earning. May I ask 
tWheHier the Government enquired as to whether the Wther has a large 
Ihmily to maintain? 
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Klmi BfthMlur MOHAMMED ALt: The brother is a doctor who ia 
eamiog as such and then the family gets some rent from the Dinajpur house. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will (he Uou ble Miimter be 
pleased to enquire how much does his brother earn and if he has any 
surplus to be given for the maintenance of#his mother and grand-motherr 

. Khatl Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated that this case 
is being re-examined by Government. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of (he admission made in 
the statement placed on the Library table that Sj. Biswa Nuth Mukherjee 
was earning a little as a priest, will the Government be pleased to state why 
he has been refused any allowance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It was found that the family is 
self-supporting and besides the security nrisoner is a buchelor. Whatever 
he earned as a priest he spent on himself and did not contribute to the 
maintenance of the family. 

. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: He has to spend something for his 
personal expenses even w’hen he is in jail aiid he has been writing to his 
father, who has no income and wdio is old, for money- 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The information oi Governiimut is 
that the family is self-supporting. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Biswa Nath Mukherjee used to 
draw his personal expenses from the family. In view of that will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to grant him some money for his j ersonal 
expense? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of the position as 
stated by Mr. Kundu and this question may be looked into. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hoirble Minister aware that 
Sj. Manindra Sarkar was earning by private tuition and helping his minor 
brothers towards the expenses of their studies? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The infonnution of Government is 
that this security prisoner was a student when he was arrested and instead 
of helping the family he was rather dependent on the family. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Ifou’ble Miuisler he pleased 
to state what amount has been granted to Nirunjan Modak who was a 
practising Muktear in Krishnagar? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 8j. Niranjan Modak was tinit 
granted an allowance of Its. 45 per month. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: When does the Horrble Minister 
think that a decision on the case of Sj. Brahmodas Tulukdar will be taken? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: f cannot -^ay, but the matter will 
be expedited. 

R^gvding th. haMh of Sj. Suitoch RonJm Canguiii • seourity priaotMr. 

M14. Baw KHACENDRA MATH DAS CUPTA: (a) Will the Hon'blo 

Minister in charge of the Home Dejiert merit lie plenseil to state whether it is 
a fact — 

(i) that security prisoner Sag tosh Hanjan Ganguli of EajshaBi Central 
Jail has rieen suffiring for tlie last two jears from severe inflam* 
mation of the gtims accompanied by more or less constant bleed- 
inc from the firums and aIrti AetrerA nvorrhnAA r 
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(ii) that he has been in indifferent health during all this time and has 
been suffering from constant pain in the front of left chest and also 
occasionally on the left back; 

(iw) that for the last four or fire months he has been running a tempera- 
ture in the evening, and that for the last one month and a half 
even temperature ha% been regularly above 99* F. ; and 

{iv} that the Superintendent and Medical Officer of the Jail has examined 
him on several limes and in spite of all kinds of treatment includ- 
ing injections his condition is not improved and getting worse? 

{h) If the answer to {a) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stale whether he is considering the desirability of releasing him; 
or of transferring him to a jail in or near Calcutta, for his better treatment? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohatf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) (i) Mr. Ganguly complained of pyorrhoea in March, 

1943. 

(ii) He complained of occasional pain in front of the left side of the chest 
in Sepl ember, 1944. 

(?'tV) Yes. 

(jv) He is under proper treatment at Rajshahi Jail and his present corri - 
tion is satisfactory. 

(b) No. 


Arraat of Mr. Mehta 

•115. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home (flails) Department be pleased to state — 

(ft) whether Mr. Mehta was working on the Famine Enquiry Committee 
the object of which was to collect facts and figures and place them 
before the Woodhead Enquiry Commission; 

(/>) whether it is a fact that Mr. Mehta bad written a letter to Mrs. 
Kalyani Bhuttacharjee at Bombay in July, 1!M4, which was 
intercepted by the i)olire, toid in which letter he had written to 
say that he W'as going to see Mahatma Gandhi at Panchgani in 
connection with the Bengal Famine; 

(c) whether Mr, Mehta hud l>ooked a seat in the Bombay mail of 19th 
July, 1944, for Bombay, and was arrested on 17th July, 1944, 
before he could go to see Mahatma Gandhi ; 
whether while interrogating Mr. Mehta, the S|H’cial Branch Inspec- 
tor of Police told him that his arrest w as due to his pro-Huque- 
Shyamaprosad attitude and also to the apprehension that he was 
about to bring out other publications on Bengal Famine ; and 
(e) whether it is a fact that Mr. Mehta was arrested on account of the 
facts mentioned in (a), (fj) and (tl) ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bahalf of the Honlilo Kharaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) I have no information to this effect. When he was 
intetrogated in Calcutta he stated that he had come to Calcutta to take up 
the > 0 Bt of Special representative of the Forum of Bombay. 

(b) I have no information! 

(c) Mr. Mehta was arrested on the 17th July, 1944. At the time of his 
arrest a third class railway ticket from Calcutta to Bombay was found 
amemgst his effects. Even if the ticket was for his own use the real purpose 
of his visit to Bombay was not known. 

<d) and («) life. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: fWith reference to answer (6) will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any record is kept of letters 
intercepted by the police? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to question (b) and 
reply therto, will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether he en- 
quired about this matter after receivng this notice? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Mr. Mehta was interrogated as to the purpose of the ticket 
which was found to be in his possession? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hoirble Minister be pleased to 
state whether any steps were taken to ascertain as to what was the purpose 
of the ticket? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 hare already said that. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: No, Sir, he has not said that. My 
question is whether any steps were taken to ascertain the purpose of the 
ticket. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Ue was interrogated on that point 
and the explanation be gave was that he proposed to undertake a journey 
to Bombay. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Was Government satisfied that he was 
correct in his statement? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice as to whether the 
matter was pursued or not. 

Extomment of persons under Bengal Smuggling of Arms Aotp 19S4. 

MIS. Mr. RADHA NATH DAS: Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) how many persons have been extemed from Bengal under the 
Bengal Smuggling of Arms Act, 1934, from 1934 .to 1936; and 

{b) in how many cases the order of extemment has been withdrawn 
up to date? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of tho Honlila Khwala 
Sir Naximuddin): Nine persons have been extemed from Bengal and the 
order of extemment has not been withdrawn in any of the cases relating to 
those persons. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DUTTA: Will the Honhle Minister be 
pleased to tell us the period of extemment? Were they extemed at the eama 
time or at different periods? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIREMDRA NATH OUTTAt Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to tell ns whether they are residents of Bengali 

Khm BahMliir MONAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 
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RipTMenUtion of Sdieduled Caste members in Union Relief OomfiHtteeSy 

Tippera. 

MIL Rai Sahib JACAT CHANDRA MONDAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(1) the total number of th# existing District and Union Relief Com- 

mittees formed in the district of Tippera; 

(2) the total number of members in each Relief Committee; 

(3) how many of them are (4) Muslims, (B) Caste Hindus, and 

(C) Scheduled Castes; 

(4) the names of the Scheduled Caste members; and 

(6) whether the Scheduled Castes have been adequately represented in 
those Committees P 

(b) If not, what stew Government propose to take for adequate repre- 
sentation of the Scheduled Castes in those Committees P 

MINISTER-in^^harge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mf« Terek Neth Mukerjee): (a)(1) There is no District Relief (committee 
in the district. The number of Union Relief Committees is as follows: — 


Subdivisions. 

Brahmanbaria ... ... ... 68 

I>ak8am ... ... ... 68 

Chandina ... ... ... 52 

Chandpur ... ... ... 53 

Total ... 241 


(2) to (4) A statement furnishing the information is laid on the Idbrary 

Table. 

(6) Yes. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Oietiibiitioi! of English vegeteble seeds et Astagram, Mymensingh. 

MIC. Rei Sahib MONOMOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Eon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

(i) bow much winter English vegetable seeds - have been distributed 
this year at Astagram in Mymensingh; and 

(n) how much of them were (I) for free distribution, and (II) for 

saleP 

(b) Will the Hon' bio Minister be pleased to state whether the DistricI 
Agricultural Officer of the Eastern (.^rcle, having his headquarters at Dacca, 
has been ordered by the Deputy Director of Agriculture to put up at Asta^ 
gram until further order P 

MiNISTER4iH»hargs of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hen*ble KhM Bihadur SMyed Muazzamuddjn Hosain): (a)(t) The follow- 
iiqB^ quantities of winter English vegetable seedlings have been distributed 
this year in Astagram: — ^ 

Cabbage— 6,700 seedlings.' 

Cauliflower — 11,400 seedlings. 

Tomato— 2,000 seedlings. 

(it) TheM were aU distributed free in all the three places of Bhati area 
for popularising ouliivation of these vegetables in this area. 
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(h) A Grow More Food District Ag-rioultural Officer ha« been deputed 
to supervise the work of vegetable cultivation in the Bhati area with tem- 
porary headqiiarters at Bajitpur and not Astagram. 

UNSTARRED QUESTICWS 

(antwert to which were laid on the table) 


Primary scholarships in Jalpaiguri districte 

36. Babu KHACENORA NATH DAS CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 

mister in charge of the Education Deimrtment be pleased to lav on the 
lable a statement showing with respect to the district of dalpaigufi^- 

(a) the number of primary schools; 

{b the number of students reading in those schools in the veara. 

(1) 1987.;i8 and (2) 1940-41; ^ ^ 

(c) the number of students who ap|>eared in the Primary Examination 

in tile year 1940-41 ; 

(d) the uurnlker of centres of the Primary Examination in the year 

1940-41 ; and 

(e) the number of scholarships meant for the hoys in the years 1937-38 

and 1940-41 ^ 

MINISTER-inH^harse of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho Hofililo 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): 

(«) ... ... ... 1^103 ■ 

1^^40-41 ... ... ... 851 

(6) 1937-38 ... ... ... 37,802 

1'^40-41 ... ... ... 42,943 

{c) Seven hundred and forty-four. 

(d) Four centres. 

(c) The number of open scholarshii^ on the results of the Primary 
(Maktah) hinal Examination allocated t<» this district is onl.y lour iniduding 
one reserved for Muslims. Besides these four District Scholarships, there are 
16 hinaJ Primary Scholarships reserved for backward and depressed classes 
of the whole of the Ilajshahi Division which are awarded by the Divisional 
Inspector of Schools on a Divisional basis. In the year 1940-4J only one 
of these 16 scholarships was secured by this district against three such 
scholarships in the year 1937-38. 


Medical treatment of certain security prieoncns. 

37. Mf. 8IBNATH BANERJEE* (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Defwirtment he pleased to state whether the 
following security prisoners have been suffering for «eveial months from 
the ailments noted against each : — 

(?) Sj. Nikunja Behari Maiti, m.l.a,, — chronic dysentery and col stasis 
treated in Medical College Hospitals for several months and now 
in Presidency Jail; 

(r?) 8j. Sushen Mukherjee — suffering from low blood {H'essure and 
gradually losing weight; 

(m) Sj. Chitta Ouha— suffering from chronic rhinitis transferred to 
Presidency Jail from L^cca about 6 months hack; 

(tv) Sj. Bhumndra Kii^re Bakshit Roy — chronic septic tonsillitis trans- 
ferred from Bajahahi Jail to Presidency Jail; 
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(v) Sj. Anil Bhsttacharyya— pain in abdomen, had to be treated 6 
in 8 months in Presidency Jail Hospital; 

(vi) Sj. Sadhan Boy— septic tonsils transferred from Jalpai^i to Presi- 

dency Jail; 

(vii) Sj. Anadi Sen— aulfering irom blood pressure, wants to be .treated 

by his family physicians; 

(mti) Sj. Arun Roy periodic pain in lower abdomen and weakness, 
weight only 103 lbs. (5 feet 7 inches height) ; 

(ia) Sj. AdwaitaThitta — renal colic, gall bladder pain, hernia, evening 
rise of temperature, 5 out of 10 months in Presidency Jail Hospital, 
wants permission to be treated by outside specialists; 

(a:) Sj. Netai Jana— daily evening rise of temperature and loss of weight; 

(ri) Sj Jyoiish Guha— chronic sciatica, liver troubles, pain down the 
legs, wants to be treated by his own specialists; 

(^u) Sj. Karuna Mitter— septic tonsil, deafness, arthritis appendicitis 
(chronic), heart and lungs trouble, wants to be treated by bis own 
specialists ; 

{adit) Sj. Narayan Chandra Datta of Khulna sent to Medical College 
Hospitals from Hum Hum Jail — suffering from Asthma and was 
under oxygen treatment at all hours at least up to the end of 
June; 

i^v) Sj. Hebesb Mukherjee sent to Medical College Hospitals from Alipore 
Jail — suffering from stones and chronic kidney troubles, wants to 
be operated by his family surgeon ; 

(o'v) Sj. Priya Ranjan Sen— sent to Medical College Hospitals from Hum 
Hum — suffering from rheumatic fever for several months ; 

(xvi) Sj. Nagendra Sekhar Chakravarty — had i> 08 terior gastra, jeyumtomy 
operation for gastric ulcer and still gets fits of severe pain, now 
in Hum Hum Jail ; 

(arvii) Sj. Kedareswar Sen Gupta— stomach trouble, bed-ridden for years, 
weight at 78 lbs., now in Hum Hum Jail; and 

(jfviii) Sj. Hel)an Das — suspected T.B., now in Hum Hum Jail? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, do the Government propose 
to take steals for their pro|)er treatment or to release them on medical 
grounds H 

Tht HOfl’IHg Kliwija Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The information asked for is 
not readily available and its collection would involve an amount of iime 
and labour that would not be justifiable in war time. All cases of illness are 
being given proper treatment by specialists in jail or as indoor patient in 
the Medical College Hospital Group of Hospitals. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
w state if there is no record kept about these security prisoners about whose 
health has been enquired? 

Kfltn BillMilir MOHAMMED ALIS Yes, Six, a record is kept. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU S WiR the Hon^ble Minister please 
explain why be has replied that the information asked for is not readily 
available and its collection would involve an amount of time and la^ur that 
would not be justifiable in war*" time? 

ICIltll Biha^r MOHAMMED ALI: Because this is not kept in a 
rej^ster at one place. These information and records are in various branches 
of the departments of Government and in various jails and hospitals. They 
TOl have to be ^llected from all the different places and many files wifi 
nave to be lookeq into— I mean, files relating to ^e security prisoners. 
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Mr* ATUL CHANDRA SENt Will the honourable member be pleased 
to state whether the answer that time and labour necessary for Riving 
information regarding the health and medical treatment of the security 
prisoners are not justified in war time is in pursuance of the so-called and 
much advertised liberal policy of the Government? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I do not allow that question, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, may 1 point mi t that in season and 
out of season in answers he says “in pursuance of the liberal policy of the 
Government’ ’ . 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 cairt help it 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'bie Minister be 
pleased to state whether jt is not desirable that the Governmeut, for the 
purpose of consoling the relations these prisoners, should take this 
trouble and furnish us with the information which has been asked for? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Gove rnmeut will be only too 
pleased to furnish this infonnation hut Government would like some 
co-operation from the gentlemen who nut these questions. Instead of 
putting an omnibus question, if they coultl split up the question into ii or 4 
different parts and then submit them, it would he possible for Governmiuit 
to attend to them easily. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: How much lime will he reijuired in 
collecting the information? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of o,.iuioi). 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN* Thin i. almoHt flippant, 1 must Ruy. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That 1 ran’! help. 

Cnmt of fwwiy Miowtmo. to, ami retemo of, Mourity prisonot. dotainod 
in Bengal on Tiot August, 1S43. 

38. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR: (n) With reference to 

the answer given to starred tjue.stion No. 51 on the 20th Scj)teml)er, ltM3. 
relating to security pi i, sorters detained in Hengal on 21 sf August, 1043, will 
the Hon’bie Minister in charge of the Home Department he pleased to state 
whether any family allow'aiices, at all, ha\e been granted to any of the 2,i>16 
eecurity prisoners stated to have Ireen detained on that date in the category 
which is excluded from the jail treatimuit and privileges prescribed by the 
Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, 1940? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, what are the reasons thereof? 
(c) If the answer to (a) i.s in the affirmative, will the Hon’bie Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) how many such prisoners have been granted a family allowance; and 
(tt) what are the amounts granted to each such person, giving their 
names? 

{d) Will the Hon’bie Minister be pleased to state — 

(f) bow many security prisoners out of the 2,516 of this category, if 
any, have been released since the 2l8t August, 1943, up to the 
latest available date; 

(tt) how many persons since the 2ist August, 1943, have been made 
security prisoners of the aforesaid category ; and 
(fu) how many persoi^ are at present waiting as prisoners under rule 
129 of Defence of India jRules, or any other similar rule, with a 
view to their being made security pmoners of this category f 



m 


QUESTIONS. 


[2nd Ma&ok^ 


(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) of the 1,503 security prisoners of the other category, said to have 
been detained on the 2l8t August, 1043, who are treated in jail 
uceording to the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules, 1040, kow 
many have since beenf released up to the latest available date; 
(it) how many persons have been made security prisoners of this cate- 
gory ; 

(m) how many are being detained under rule 129, Defence of India Rules, 
or otherwise, at present, pending their confirmation as security 
prisoners of this category; 

(iv) how many persons now detained in Bengal Jails as security prisoners 
have been granted by (Government monthly family allowances; 
and 

(i;) how many of them are actually receiving payments? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be also pleased to state — 

(i) what is the total number of yiersons now being detained in Bengal 
without trial — 

(/4) as security prisoners under Defence of India Rules of all 
categories, and 

(B) as State prisoners under Regulation III of 1818; and 
(it) how many of the above numWr are femalee? 

Th 0 Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) No. 

(b) These prisoners had no ostensible means of subsistence before arrest. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) (t) One hundred and twenty-thret», till 31 si October, 1944. 

(it) Sixty-two till 31 st October, 1944. 

(tit) Seven on 3l8t October, 1944. 

(e) (t) Three hundred and thirty-one till 2(Hh December, 1944. 

(it) One hundred and thirty-six till 2()th IJecemher, 1944. 

(ni) Fifteen on 20th December, 1944. 

(ft?) and (v) Family allowance has so far been granted in the cases of 
about 750 security prisoners. I have no information that payment of allow- 
ance has been stopywid or withheld in a case where allowance has been sanc- 
tioned. 

(/) (t) (.1) 3,599 on 28th December, 1944. 

(ff) Fifteen on 28th December, 1944. 

(it) Nineteen on 28th December, ltM4. 

Number of detenus detained and released. 

39. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: ui) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Homo Department be pleased to state — 

(t) what is the numl)er of detenus still detained in the different deten- 
tion camps and different jails in the Province of Bengal; 

(ti) what was the number when this Ministrj^ took office; 

(fVi) how many had been released since then; 

(tv) how many of the detenus still detained receive allowance; 

(v) what is the (A) maximum and (B) minimum amount of allowance; 

(w) what is the number of detenus below the age of eighteen still 

detained ; 
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(wi) what ia the number of detenus released in pursuance of Ooremment 
policy that the detenus below the age of 18 would be released; 
(viit) what is the number of examinee detenus in the different jails of 
Bengal; 

(t^r) whether the Government have made any provisions for the examina- 
tion fees of those detenus; 

(а) what is the number of persons whose movements have been restricted 

by the orders of the Government of Bengal ; 

(xi) how many restrictive orders have been passed ; and 
(«t) how many such orders have been withdrawn by this Ministry after it 
has taken office P 

(б) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that many persons have been debarred 
from pursuing their ordinary calling by such restrictive orders? 

(c) Do the Government consider the desirability of giving allowance lo 
the persons referred to in (b)? 

The Hon’Me Khwajt Sir NAZIMUDDINl (a) (») Security prisoners- 

1,322. 

State prisoners — 15. 

Criminal security prisoners — 2,280. 

(it) Security prisoners — 1,575. 

Criminal security prisoners — ^2,500. 

(fft) Five hundred and fifty-eight (this does not include criminal security 
prisoners released). 

(iv) Seven hundred and fifty (approximately). 

(v) R8,2(M) per mensem. 

/i — Its. 6 per mensem. 

(vi) Three. 

(p«) Ten. 

(viti) I have no correct information neither is it readily available. 

(ia) No. 

(a) and (ai) So far 4,263 restrictive orders have been passed including 
those issued by local officers. 

( 4 * 1 *) This figure is not readily available. 

(b) Yes, 

(c) Government have already been giving ijersonal allowance in suitable 
cases. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA; Will the Hon ’We Minister be 
pleased to tell us the number of security prisoners still under detention? 
"What is the present position? 

Khan Rahadur MOHAMMED ALI: These figures were eorrect M far 
as the middle of January is concerned. If I am to give up-to-date figures 
I will have to ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH OOTTA; In answer to questions (»i) and 
(Hi) it' has been stated that the number of security prisoners was 1,675 and 
the number of releases was 558, will the Hon'ble Minister be ^ 

118 bow the fij^re 558 was arrived at in view of answer (t)P The figure of 
releases would appear to be 253. 

KlUUI BilMMittr MOHAMliED ALiS I will explain the position. When 
this fde came m> to me l*^oame across the figure 552 as the number of 
releases. Then I made a note that in another file I came across the figure 
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658 M the number of releasee. Probably that figure was more up to date. 
Then I said this should be checked up and if the number of releases is 558 
it should be put down. I think 558 was the number of releases put down 
without any corresponding changes in the other figure. 558 was the most 
up to date figure at the time when I dealt witn the file on the 2nd 
February, 1945. * 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DUTTA: May 1 take it that the present 
figure has been arrived at because new arrests have been made? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS I have stated that 558 is correct 
up to 2nd February, 1945; the other figure is correct up to early part of 
January. 

Mfa DHIRENORA NATH DUTTA: With reference to answer (m) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell us why these three prisoners who 
are below 18 were not released in view of the Government policy? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot answer that question 
oft'-hand . 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons for not releasing the three security prisoners 
below 18? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That was the question which was 
put to me by Mr. Dutta and I stated “I ask for notice. I cannot give the 
information off-hand.” 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us how many prisoners have received Rs. 200 per mensem? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the honourable member be 

t leoMd to state if the net effect of the liberal policy pursued by the present 
[inistry is the new arrest of 305 security prisoners and release of 558 
prisoners in the course of the period between April, 1943, and— as the 
nonourable member says — middle of January^, 1946? Is that the correct 
position ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Dr. Sanyal has ffot himself con- 
fused. The liberal policy referred to by him is with regard to the grant of 
family allowances. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Not for release? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am coming to that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am satisfied. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So far as the question of release is 
concerned, that is a question of liberal and progressive policy of 
Government. 

Patition of taeurl^ prtaoner Bahu Bailaah Ranian Bhidtaoliiryai 
40. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS CUPTAs (a) Will the Hon bie 

Minister in charge of the Home. Department be pleasc^d to state whether it 
is a fact — 

(t) that security prisoner Babu Sailesh Banjan Bhattachaiya of village 
Dhenkhali, district Faridpur, at present lodged in the Raji^ahi 
Central Jail, applied for a suitable grant of family allowance; 

(it) that before bis arrest be was earning a lot of money from bis per^ 
sonal business in timber hud fuel wood in Central Prvrrinces 
where be was arrested; and that his whole earning was being 
^ spent fw the maintenanoe of his family; 
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(tu) that his bTisiness has been totally rained on account o£ his 
incarceration ; 

(iv) that while he was in Jail his uncle died |>reniahirel^ leaving his wife 
and children completely dependent on his family; and 

(r) that his family has now fallen into great distress for the loss of his 
income ? 


(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether his petition has been granted, and if not, the 
reason therefor? 

The Hmi’ble Khwaja air NAZIMUDOIN; {a) (i) Yes. 

(u) to (v) No. 

(/>) No family allowance has been sanctioned in this case. The security 
prisoner had juat i>aased the Matriculation Examination when he was 
arrested, and thus had no time to secure any job or take to business. He 
is unmarrie<l. His father and uncle who has died recently were uot depen- 
dent on him. His father is earning and has landed properties. 

Opening of Tanning Training oantre in Tippora district. 

41, Mr. QHIRENDRA NATH OUTTA: (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Industries Department aware (i) that there is a large jumber 
of people lielonging to the muc/i/ community locally known as nji/iu in the 
district of Tippera si)ecially in the suMivision of Brahmanbaria, and (it) that 
ris/iu are landless and have got no means of livelihood except raw tanning 
and are very jioor? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister bo pleased to state (i) whether any steps 
have been taken by the Government to give them any training in tanning 
and shoe-making, etc., and (ii) if so, vraat steps have been taken in the 
matter P 

(c) Do the Governmrat consider the desirability of opening a training 
centre in different localities in the district of Tippera which are inhaWted 
by the ruhuF 


MINISTER-liuoliargo of the INDUSTRIES 
Hon*blt Mr, Khwajo ShahabiNldiii): (a) Yea. 


DEPARTMENT (tlio 


(b) Yea, training both in tanning and shoe-making through the agency 
of the demonstration parties was ananged for in several places of the 
district, via., at Bholachang, police-station Nabinagar, in 1937-38, at Chand- 
pur in 1938-39, 1941-42 and 1944-46 and at Brahmanbaria in 1944. 


(e) A scheme for the rehabilitation of the n'shif of the Province which 
int^r alia envisages the opening of j^rmanent training centres for tanning 
and shoe and leather gooda-making in different districts is now under the 
consideration of Government. 


Hr. OHIRENDRA NATH OUTTA: Will the Hon'ble Mininter be 
»plea^ to state for what period the demonstration parties were arranged 
m the areas concerned as contemplated in answer (h)? 

TTie Hoimt Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: The demonstration parties 
woriM in vanew places. For the exact period of time during which the 
parties worked in each place I want notice. 

Mr. DHIRiNDRA NATN DUTTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleam to stote now long the scheme is under the consideration of Govern- 
ment and when it is likely to be given effect to? 

The Mr. K. BHAHABUDOINl The scheme is in a fairly 

advanced stage of piepaniiton. ^ 

(At this state the House was adjourned for 16 minutes for prayer.) 

(After adjournmen/t.) 
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Allagitiom of oomifim agtintt ClMiiniiiii, Rajagpon Dalit Mtlaiiiafit 
Boaitl, Tippara. 

•Ilfti iifi JONAB Al»l MAilUMDARs (a) Is the Hon*ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Cr^t and Bnral Indebte^ees Department aware 
that there are senons allegations of oomiption and dishonesty against the 
present Chairman of No. 1 Raja^aon Debt Settlement Board, within the 
Hajiganj police-station in the district of Tippera ? 

(b) Is it a fact — 

(t) that a large number of ]^ple of the Eajagaon Union recently made 
a comulaint in a written petition against this Chairman to the 
Hon’ble Minister making allegations of corruption and dis- 
honesty on 11th November, 1944, in a registered cover; 

(ii) that similar petitions were made by the local public of the liajagaon 
Union against this particular Chairman alleging corruption and 
dishonesty to the Suodivisional Officer, Chandpur, on 24th March, 
1944; and 

(ut) that the local member of the Legislative Assembly also made a . 
suggestion to the Hon’ble Minister in 1942 to replace this Chair- 
man by an honest man at the time of the reconstitution of this 
Board which was overdue? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are Government consider- 
ing Ine desirability of removing the said Chairman and reconstituting the 
Board with an honest man as Chairman immediately in the interest of the 
public? 

Khan Bthadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr, dogendra Nath Mandat): (a) Yes, but the allegations made in 1942 
were found baseless on enquiry and the allegations made recently are 
under enquiry. 

(h) li) Yes. 

(ii) No, 

(Hi) Yes, but the Chairman’s dishonesty was not established on enquiry. 

(c) The question of removal will be considered if the allegations are found 
true. 

Lease of Khaamahal ohar land in BakarganJ. 

M20. Mr. UPENORA NATH EDBAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(1) the area of the Khasmahal char land in the district of Bakarganj 

that has been settled with during the year 1944; and 

(2) the area of Khasmahal char land that has been leased to — 

(i) Caste Hindus, 

(ii) Scheduled Castes, and 
(Hi) Muslims, 

in each case? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the names of those that . 
have got Ihe lease of Khasmahal char land? 

lilNIBTAR in fhargo of tho REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Honlito 
Mr. Ttrak Nath Mbkoiloa): (a^{i) 19,147 acres. 

(2) (i) $40 a««s; 

M) (23 aotes. . 

(m) 1X984 Mfea 

akowin^ the namee ii laid on the Library Table. 
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Wajed All Wakf Estate of Karatlat Myrnoiisliigli. 

M21. Mr. MiRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) U the Ilou ble Minister in 

charge of the Education (Registration and Wakf Board) Department aware — 

(i) that the main property of the Wajed Ali Wakf Estate of Karatia« 
in the di^lnct of Mymensingh. has been recently attached by the 
Collector of Myiueusingh ; and 

■{it) tha^ the Muiapara part ot the Wakf Estate with many other mauias 
have been sold in auction ^ 

(6) Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to slate the present state of 
affairs, liabilities, c(dlections, etc., and how far the provisions of the wakf 
deed are given effect to in brief y 

Khan Sahib Mauivi ^AFIZUDOIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon^lo 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): The Edm^ation Minister’s iiiforinaiion is 

that Tauzi No. 10 of the Mymensingh (hdlectorate ai)piTtaining to the 
Karatia Waied Ali Khan Panni Wakf Estate has been attached under sec- 
tion 99 of the Cess Act by the Collector of Mymensingh. 

(tt) Some proi»erfies have been sold on account of gross mismanagement 
during (he incuinbencN of the late Mutawalli Al-lladj Maulvi Masiul Ali 
Khan Panni. 

(6) The Mutawalli wlio h the sou ol (he lute Mutawalli has not been 
able to improve tV* affairs of the estate. Collection does not seem to be 
looking up and the otate is still groaning under the weight of huge liabili- 
ties. The sou lias not submitted acc’ounts to the Commissioner of Wakfs. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state aliat is the amount of cess in arrears for which (In* pn)|M‘ity has 
been attached r* 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Of omse ir is heavy 
.\s to tin* actual amount 1 aunt notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With reference to answer (u)(i/) will 
the Hon ’ble Minister be plea.scd to give a list of the properties that have 
been sold away? 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: 1 uaui notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Ilon’hle Minister lu* pleased to 
fitate how long the aceounts have not been suhuiitledP 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Sim’e the time when 
the new mtitaivalli took over charge?. 


Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; WiW the Hon’hlc Minister he pleased 
to state how lonj^ the previous muiauaUi Maulvi Masud Ali Khan Panni 
did not submit his aecounts? 

i Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: W hether he did actually 
any return or not it is not clear Iroiii the record. I want notice. 


Maulvi MUHAMMED ISRAIL: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what step has been taken agaiii.st the new inuUiwuUt for not sub- 
mitting the accounts of the Wakf Estate:*' 


Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: A notice has been i»erved 
on the new rnutawalh to show cause why he did not file his accouutfl in 


MmIvi MUHAMMED ISRAIL* Will the Hon ‘ble Hiniater be trlfttaed 
to state the date on which tht^. notice has been served on kim^ 

24 
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Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED; As to the actual date I 
want notice. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that for the last 8 or 9 years the accounts of this Wakf 
Estate have not been submitted? 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: The new mutawalh took 
over charge only last year. He has not submitted any accounts and so he 
has been served with a notice to show cause why he should not be prosecuted. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state why the old mutawalli did not submit his accounts for the last 8 
or 9 years? 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: So far as the old 

mill walk is concerned, I want notice to say whether he did submit any 
accounts or not. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that during the last 9 or 10 months over U lakhs 
of rujiecH were collected, but nothing was paid to Ihe cess ac(*ount? " 

Khan Sahib Maulvi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Government is not 
aware of that. 

Malaria and typhoid epidemics in the Betiaghata and Narikeidanga areas. 

*122. Mr. HEM CHANDRA NASKER: {a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 

j’harge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department aware 

{}) that a i)enucious t\i>e of malaria and typhoid has broken out 
in the form of epidemi<‘ in tin* Iteliaghata and Narikeidanga areas 
in (he city of ('abut (a; 

(j/) that a heavy loll of livcf. (»f the inhahitunis of the aforesaid .ireas is 
being every du> taken hy tlic said epidemic; and 

{Hi) that iJreHcri])ti(ms for tlic patients suffering from malaria are not 
being served for want of udequalt* .suj)p]y of (juinine to the drug- 
gists apiH)inted by Government.*^ 

(h) If the answer to {a) (/) is in the allirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps are being taken to check the said epidemic? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’bte Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Jataluddin Ahmad): {a) (?) Malaria has prevailed in 
epidemic form in these areas but not typimid. 

(it) The death rate has been heavy. 

(Hi) This is not a fact. 

{b) A statement is laid on the Library Table 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minisier 
be pleased to state what was the total quantity ot quinine supplied to ther 
druggists of the area? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; I refer the honourable member 
to tlie statement laid on the library table. The quantity of quinine supplied 
to the shops in that area is c^arly stated there. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state how does the supply work out per head of the population? 

Kuan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I ask for notice. 
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Mletmaiila of quinine and quinine substitutes for the dtotriot ef ParhiMV. 

*128. liaidsi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Uoal Self-Government (Medical) llepart- 
me&t be pleased to state — * ^ 


(a) what allotments have l)een made of quinine, inepacrine, cinchona 
febrifuge, qumine ampoules, plasmoquine and othei-s for tho 
district of hundpur in the current year; 

(h) when the allotments have been made known to the (Quinine Rationing 
Authority of the <listrict; 

(c) when the guiniue Ralioiiiug Authoiiti was actually given the 
medicines; 

id) what arrangements have l>een made for distrihution of the medicines 
amongst the public — 

(i) by sale, and 

(ii) by fre<* supply ; 

(e) what (luantit i(‘s ot (he nu'dif ines have gone to the subdivision of 
(foaliindo and when and to whom; 

if) uhat niat hiiHMx lias Ikmmi set up for distribution in the said 
sulKli vision ; 

{(/) when such maehineiy was set up tor supply to — 

(/) I nion Hoard dispensaries, 

(//) class II I (/j) dispensaries, and 
{Hi) suffering villagers in unions; 

(h) when distribution started actually; 

I?) what^ supplies hav(v jrone to T^nion Board dispensaries up to 15th 
Noveml)er, UH4, aud what quantities, on what dates; 

(;) what sup]»lics have gone to the class UUh) dis|mnsarieH and hv what 
dates such sufipbes were receivcfl by the disf)enNary authorities; 

(k) what (piautities have gone for free supply to suffering people in 
villages, and through what agencies and by what (fates; 

(/) what (piautities have gone for sale to the villagers and through what 
agencies and by what dales; 

(w) whether the District Hoard and the Ibstrict Health Officer cajine 
in the picture lor supplies; 

i7i) if so, to what extemt ; and 

(o) it not, why not^ 


Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahaduf Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (V/i A staiement is laid on the Table. 

ih) Ihe allotments were made known to the Quinine Hationing Authority 
of the district on 17th .hil\ , Idth SeptcmlH-r, dUt Octohei , 1044 

and 2drd Novemlier, 1H44. r('Sf)ecti\el\ , and Bruhmuchai i's gilt on (he diet 
August, iq44. 

(r) The dates were — 

1st Allotment in 2 supplien on 21st June, 1944, and 11th August, 1944. 
2nd Allotment cm 8th October, 1944, and Bruhniachari’s fiee gift, 
drd Allotment on 10th November, 1944. 

4th Allotment on Bth December, 1944, 
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Prior to the 17th July, 19^, some portion of the proposed alJotraeiit of 
inti-malarial drugs was supplied to the district in anticipation of Govern- 
ment sanction on account of malaria condition then prevaHing. 

{d) (i) By sale — mainly through retail selling agents, charitable dispen- 
saries, Goveriiirient office stall, business firms, etc. 

(it) By free supply through chanlahle dispensaries, provincialised hospi- 
tals, K.ILE. hospitals^ sateilit^, centres, mobile units, non-official relief 
organisation and other free agencies set up by the 4 Subdivisional Officers 
and District Health Officer. 

ie) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(/) Same as stated in reply to clause (d). 

{y) (0 Union Board dispensaries and (li) class II Kb) dispensaries (from 
2l8t September, 1944, through Reserve Depot, Sadur). 

These di8[>ensuriefe were also getting supplies previously trom thana 
headquarters through Assistant Relief Officers, Relief Oo-ordiiiating Officers, 
etc., who would get their supplies from the Subdivisional Officer, Goaiundo. 

{in) By sale through selling agents from the last week of Septomlier, 
1944, and free distribution through agents set up by the Sulxlivisional tlfficer 
and District Health Officer fnvm the lust we(*k of Novemlier, 1944. 

(/<) First week of September, 1944. 

(t) 9 lbs. of ([uinine sulphate jiowdei, li llxs. tjuinine sulphate tablet, 
81 lbs. of cinchona febrifuge |>owder and 1 lb. of cinchona iehrifiige tablet 
and 47, (HK) mepacrine tablets were supplied free thiough Sadar itesor/e 
Deiwt on ‘21 si 8epteinl>er, 1944. They were also getting supplies previ- 
ously from the sources mentioned against (/;) (/) above. 

0) On 11th July, 1914, some (juantities were placed in Sadar Reserve 
Depot tor free distribulion of whii-h 1 ih. ol (juinine sulphate ]>()wd(‘r, J lb. 
of (piinine sulpliate tablet, I Ih. ot cinchona le])iilugc |>owilei, \ 11>. of 
cinchona febrifuge tablet and 09,909 mepacrine tablets weie allotted to the 
class II 1(b) disjxmsHries. Actual dates ot receipt by the <!iffeicnt disoen- 
§aries are not known. They weie also g(*lting su])plics pje\iou<ly from the 
sources mentioned against (/;) (//) above. 

(/■) f>t),9l)() im‘pa(‘rine tablets through free disti ibut i?ig agetu ics set up 
by the Subdivisional Officer, GouIuikIo, and some [xirtions of th(‘ total <|Uanti- 
lies of IbO.OOO supf)lie(l to him through District Healtli Officer, in Novem- 
Ix'r, 1944. Besides, a non-official relief organisation at Hajbari has Ireen 
fluiqrlied with r),(MI9 mepacrine tablets on 7th Nnveml>er, 1944. 

The District Relief (*o-ordinuting Officer, Faridpur, has also l>een eup- 
plictl with 89. (KM) mepacrine tablets on Tth IVcembei-, 1941, and 11th 
Deccmlm', 1944, for iiee distiihution ilinnigji non-otlicial relief organisation 
in the district. 

{}) 20 ll'S. quinine .sulphate powder, 29 Ihs. quinine stilphate tablet, (>4 
Iroxes ([uinine ani|x)ules ami aboirt 1 lac of mepacrine tablets have been 
allowed to he purchased by the selling agents firun the latter part of Sejv 
temW. 1944. 

(m) Yes. 

(n) The District Board purchased 83 lbs. of quinine sulphate powder, 
lbs. of (jiriniue sulphate tablets, 99 boxes quinine amiKHiIes and 33,000 

mepacrine tablets on 2oth Ocitffier, 1944. 

The District Health Officer was supplied free with 150,000 mepacrine 
tablets on 8th November, 1944, and 2nd December, 1944. 

io) Does not arise. 
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Statement referred to in reply to chnue (a) of qaettion No. 123. 

Quinine 
sulphAte 
(powder) 


• Itfc allotnjent— 
Sale 
Free 

2nd nllotment — 
Bale 
Free 

Jrd allotment— 
Sale 
Free 


Lbe. 


650 

200 


Quinine 


Cinchona 

sulphate 

^tablet). 

Quinine 

febri- 

ampoules. 

fug» 

(powder). 

Lbs. 

Boxes. 

Lbs. 

340 

2,200 


110 


400 


fobri. Mepacrim 
fum tableto. 


Lba. 

“l20 


aoo^ooo 

260.000 


Brahmachari 'f* free gift 

4th allotment — 

Sale 

Free 


200 

200 


100 


1.000.000 

1.000.000 


2.500.000 

000/H>0 

26.000 


300 


SlaU mcnt referred to in reply to clause {e) of qisesUon No. 123. 

The following quantities weiv suppliej for the Ooaluudo Hubdivwion : - 

Quinine Quinine (’inehona Cintilu»na 

lulphalo sulphate Qinnine febrifuge febrifuge 

(powder), (tablet), ampoules, (jx^wder). (tableta). tablets. 

Boxen. Lbs. l^ba. 


Lbs. 

300 

12 


Lbs. 


100 


12 


40 


Lbs. 

On Ist March. 1944. 

40.000 On 1 7th October, 1944. 

60.000 On 18th November* 

1944. 

.'“rj^veniln^ o&t..r Ann, of the «ihdivi.,« 

have been supplied direct. 

AllaoMl failure in dischorgt of duties by two msmbors of Oecce Distriol 

Boera 

•124. Maulvi MD. ABDU8 8HAHEED; (a) Will the llon’ble Minutw 

in cSe i’uWic Health an.l lAieal ^(‘'^■‘*"'''‘”'7,^';* ■ /‘Boar'r i 

pleased to state whether two memlu-rs « the Dac.a IVistnet 

Mr. Majihur Hnhman and Mr. Shainsul Hu.la have joined the (ioternment 

(6) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the llou’ble Minister 

be pleased to state — ■ 4 k* 

(i) bow many meetings of the Board were held since ty , 10 in 

service ; i i i 

(ii) how manv of these meetings, each of them attem (m , * 

(.■iV) whether the Hon’ble Minister i* nistri^ bS 

asking them to resign the membership of the 1) 

Kiian Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAD (on bohalf of tho 

Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Government have no inform 

tion. 



m QUESTIONS. [2in) Uajum, 

Pmrnm armted under Defence of India Rulas and reloaaed botween eortain 

periods. 

•126. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: ia) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing for the period from August, 1942, to April, 1943, and from 
May, 1943, to August, 1943— ^ 

(i) the numl)er of arrests made 'Under the Defence of India Acts and 
* Hules; and 

(ri) the number of them that have been released during the period? 

(/;) Ih tlie Hon’ble Minister aware that the i)er'^oiis detained under rule 26 
of the Defence of India Kules have been held by the highest judicature in 
India to be illegal and ultra vires? 

(e) If so, will the Hon 'ble Minister be pleased to state under what legal 
authority the prisoners are l>eing detained? 

Khan Bah^ur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon'ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin). (a) A statement is placed on (he liibrary Table. 

(h) and (r) The honourable member perhaps mean> tr) suggest that the 
detention of persons under Defence of India Itule has been held by 
the' P'ederal Oourt to be illegal and ultra rirt's That is u(>t correct. The 
Federal (.'ourt in their judgment held that s<‘ctiori 3 of (hdinanca* XIII of 
J943 was Hutlicient to validate ^al I orders passed ))y com])etent authority 
under Defence of India K\ile 26. Moreover, under the terms of Ordinance 
III of 1044, since enacted, all previous orders under Defence <»f India Rule 
26, have lu'en validated and are now deemed to have been passed under that 
Ordinance. All security ]>risoners are now detaitjed under orders made or 
continued in ton e under that Ordinance. » 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the ilon'ble Minister please 
look into the statement placed on the Library table and say how, in view of 
Hhc fact that the number of persons arrested were 1,948 and the number of 
persons released 470 between August, 1IH2. and April, 1943, and also in 
view of the fact that the number of perscms arrested wen* 2o5 and the 
number of persons released 157 between May, 1943, and Augu^t, 1943, he 
claims that the Government are pursuing a liberal policy in the matter of 
arrests and releases of jmlitical prisoners? 

Khin BAhadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tlie figures relate to a period, i.e.f 
from August, 1942, to April, 1943, when the previous Ministry was in 
office. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: The period between August, 1942, 
and April, 1943, was the neriod when the movement was in full swing and 
the then Ministry released 470 prisoners. Rut when there was practically 
no movement, the present Ministry arrested 255 persons and released 157 
persons. Will the Hou’ble Minister now please say how he can claim that 
the Government follow a liberal policy in the matter of arrests and releases 
of political prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the honourable member will 
roier to the statement furnished in reply he will find that the number 

of arrej^ts during the period when the present Ministry was in office was 
only 255 whereas the number-of persons arrested during the regime of the 
last Ministry was almost 2,000. These figures speak for themselves. 

NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: The present Ministry between May, 
Tf August, 1943, arrested 255 persons and released only 157 persons, 

ilow then do they claim that they are following a liberal policy? 
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Khtn Btfiadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 will explaia it. The number of 
rolofts^s granted aa compared with the total number of persona arreted 
(470 : IMS) came to about 25 per cent, during the time of the laat Minia^y 
whereas the number of releases granted as (‘ompared with the total number 
of persons arrested during the time of tlie present Ministry (157 : 255) 
came to about 60 per cent. 

Mr. NI8HITHA HATH KUNDU: Will the Kon ble Minister please 
reply with reference to the period in ciuestion? The first period refers to 
a period when the movement was in full swing aiul the second period refers 
to a period when the movement has subsided. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Y ou have put tlie same question thrice 
already and it is no use pursuing it any further. , 


Health of 8J. Pannalal Mitra, a security prisoner. 


M26. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERdEE: {a) Will the Hon bio Minister in 

charge of the Homo Department pleuned to state whether it is a fact — 
(1) that Sj. I’aniialal Mitia. a security prisoner in Presidency ‘lail has 
heeii suttciing from — 
tO frequent stoppage of urine, 

(/D cliroiii< (lysj)cpsia. 

[Ill) acute constipation — bowels acarcely moving without purga- 
tive or douch, 


(ir) pain in the "pine, 

(r) ins(»innia, 

(vi) retract ion j)l the ear, 

{L'i() h)Sh ol appetite, 

(nn) giddincHS of biaiii, 

[i.r) ht.Hs ot weight troni lbs. to 83 lbs. 
(j-) tonsillitis and pharyngitis, 

(./•/) enlarge prostrate ^laiid, and 
{.rii) slow fever; 


i2) that he has been l.snig in Presidency Jail Hospital for the lust 4 
months without any improvement; and 
(3) that the Medical Officer of IVesideiicy Jail recommended— 

(0 on 2Gth Octuber, 11)43, that he should be examined by s 
Surgeon Specialist. 

<m) on 6th December, l'J43. that he was Buffering from 

viseeropsosis, and 

(ill) on 26th December, m3, that he was not making any improve, 
ment with any treatment in jail? 

{b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon ble Minister 
considering the desirability of — 

fD arranging his immediate and proper treatment in the Medical College J 
and 

(it) releasing him on parole so that he can make his own arrangemenfe 
for his immediate treatment? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Home (Jails) Department bo 
pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that security prisoners Sjs. (i) Adwaita Dutta, (tt) 

Brojen Das, (iv) Kanina Mitra, (r) Bhupen Raksmt, ( 

Ganguly, (vit) AJ^un Roy, (viit) Amulla Gosh, 


Jana, (nt) 
It) Parimal 
) Nanilal 
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Cliakravarty, (j?) Sushen Mukherjee, {m) Sibnatk Baneijee, 
(tU) Bhabatosh Butt, and many others haye been recommended 
by the Medical Officer for treatment in Medical College and School 
of Tropical Medicine, either outdoor or indoor, but they are not 
getting treatment even after waiting for months ; 

(ii) that formerly outdoor treatment used to be done in the Medical 
College and School oi Tropical Medicine on the recommendationt 
of the Medical Officer alone and that the practice has been stopped 
by the order of the Inspector-General of Prisons about more than 
6 months back ; 

(ut) that siuce then the treatment of security prisoners in Medical College 
and School of Tropical Medicine has pij^tically stopped; 

(iv) that Sj. Jotish Chandra Guha, a security prisoner, was sent on 2llst 
December, 1943, by the Medical Officer of Presidency Jail to 
Medical College as an emergeiU case; 

(t>) that he was neither admitted nor examined by anv one and sent 
back to Presidency Jail; and 

(vi) that Sj. Bhupendra Kishore Rakshit and many others in the lisi 
were sent specifically from different jails in mufassil to Presi- 
dency Jail for treatment in Medical College and still they cannot 
get their treatment? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a complete 
list of security and State prisoners who have been recommended for treat- 
ment in Medical College and School of Tropical Medicine by the Medical 
Officer in Presidency Jail in the last 6 months (July, 1943, to December, 
1943), and the dates of such recommendations and what effect those recom- 
mendations had? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of reverting to 
the old system of sending security and State prisoners to Medical College and 
School of Tropical Medicine directly on the recommendations of the Medical 
Officer? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’blo Khwaja 
Sir Naiimuddin): (a) (1) (t) to (vii) My information is that he has all these 
complaints to a small extent. 

(vtit), (jn), (xu) and (b) (it) No. 

(w) Yes; but his weight is stationary for the last one year. 

(j?) Only pharyngitis. 

(2) Yes, he was. 

(3) (i) Yes. This recommendation has already been carried into effect. 

(ii) I have no information. 

(iti) Yes. The prisoner is, however, maintaining the same weight ^or the 
last one year. 

(6) (t) He has already been examined by the experts of the Medical 
College and also by visiting specialists and is being treated according to thaiT 
prescriptions. 

(c) (i) All the prisoners hove since Wn examined by the specialists of 
the Medical College Hospitals and have Wn given treatment accordingly 
to their directions. 

(ii) and (Hi) Government have since made on arrangement wherebjr com- 
plicated cases of security amputate prisoners can be examined within the 
jails by visiting 8})eciafi8t8 from the Medical College Hospitals. This 
arrangement has been made to obviate the necessity of sending prisoners to 
outside hospitals frequently. Even under the present arran^ment urgent 
casM requiring hospital treatment are sent to the Medical College in antici- 
pation of Government sanction. 



IN5.1 


QUESTIONS. 


36T 


(iv) and (r) The i^isoner was examined by tbe Physician Specialist in the 
Medical College Hospitals who did not consider his admission thereto necea- 
•try as an emergent case. 

(vi) The prisoner has already been sent to the E.N.T. Department of the 
Medical College Hospitals many times. He has been recommended indoor 
treatment and his cnse for admission is under (‘onsideration. 

(d) A statement is placed on the Library Table. 

(c) I refer the honourable member to my reply to (c^ and (ui) of the 
question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU: In view of the answer given just 
now that the prisoner is suffering from frequent stoppage of urine, chronic 
dyspepsia, acute constipation, iSiwels scarcely moving without purgatiTO 
or aouch, pains in the spine, insomnia, retraction of the ear, loss of 
appetite, etc., will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to reconsider and revisn 
the decision already reached and release the prisoner immediately r 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He has received the best medical 
attention available and his present condition is satisfactory. He is now 
improving in health. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: In view of the fact that the security 
prisoner has been recommended for indoor treatment, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state how’ many days it will take for the (lovemmeni 
to consider the matter and to arrange for his admission into the hospital? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: (lovernnieni have issued order for 
the admission of this prisoner into the Medical College Hospital. As soon 
as a cabin is available he will be sent to the hospital. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From the answer just now given, vi*,, 
that the condition of 8j. Pannalal Mitra is now satisfactory, do 1 under- 
stand the Ilon’ble Minister to say that the ailments which the (lovernment 
admit he has, have now left him and that he is free from them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. 1 donM say that all the 
symptoms have disappeared. Some of them appear sometiines hut his 
general condition is now better. That is what 1 say. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Has he gained in weigiiiK 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: His weight is stationary. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Quest ions over. 

Dalay in dalivary of lattars addrassad to mambara. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may I invite your attention once 
more to the non>helpful attitude of your ofhce in regujd to letters posted 
and received by this office? I found laid on the table a letter addressed to 
me by a security prisoner from Dacca. It was lying on the table outside 
although postal tickets are affixed and stamped on it. I sTjhmit, b*i the 
office be directed to send all letters — 

Mr; DEPUTY SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, 1 hoi>e you will see Mr. 
Speaker on this matter in his chamber or you can see me in my chamber. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Sir, we did rider to him earlier on 
another occasion but this is still happening. I have three letters with me 
which have got postal stamps on them and which, if they were redirected, 
would have reached our haiidfl in timn. 



m NON-OFFICIAL RESOLUTIONS. [2nd March, 

Non-officitl Mimbara* Rasolutions. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPAOHYAYA : 

n t ^vm »rfm:Twc«r ^ i ^ ^ ^ fireimi W5 5tir 

sHter c? c?fCT c?rrafc^ 4 ^nr vri r (?rcT3r c^it^ fV 

tffa Ftv 5n ? 4^ 4 ¥«r csTt^'Q^fV #n c? c«r 4^?^ Wt i 

iRSf <?n?n srfinf ^H] ’nr^t? ^tiii c^rr^ om 4^ ^•Stwr Pf5ta 

^ TO TOiu wirtc^ f^ir?Ri ? 4^«ftij ^ Ft^, ?^rTO 

3ft^ I 5ir 5r^ c^ ^twi Ff^ =n, 4C*nr Pto 4?^? »pra wtl^, ^ TOn 

^ ^STTOI Ff^ 4TO ^ ^5tTOT 'Ntf? C«r ^t?] R tf^M ^ ^ TO‘t 
’5t?i «rtc5R sn 4C*nf PfTO i 5? ^mt'S Ftt, fV« ’ttidF ^n, c^^ri ^mi c^t^ 
^fl, TO ^ ^3^^ 4c*f? Ft^ in I Rin pFta ’«(tfc5F croc^ ^tm *if? in 

FR tow 'Ntf^ TO TO1 4? ‘Tf^ TO CU TOto 4m tf^HT '^TOC^ fi?Gl %R ^ 

c^ fV ^tm f^TOi Town • c«N TO ^’w 4^ c*rm TOR WR. 

<^) c*rci? c!f^ WR I TO ilfRT? F* ?n3FR !fR TORof^^ w fg#-f mj[nTOrrm 

TOT TO '"rrsrtm t^ri cw otw w to^r i ^rmi tots TO^ 4^rR =yTf? 

W TOC^n Wf*R sfRl I ^TTOf F# WR^ttm TO7 ?FRF ^C?R ; C^FR ^ ^SRiT 

^R «ff<fTOT ’TTORt ^fCT? 4^t CTR mTO WtW Cf^ TOf“^ ^ iH, T5W WIi] ’RTWRR 
FM3?n ^\t\ W«R. JI^TOR— w ^W TOl CF!^ CTl'J? V TOT ’rf^9>R CTO 

W1T5 in SR. T5RC^ W TOWTOR TO W CFTI? ^1T5 JR R I TOf*^ ^ 

W CTOftff. ^ ^SR\m 5RR ^ W fiTWR C*TO f?TOi ^fF'T't CTOR ^tpRFfTO TO. ^IRI 
CTOBTI^ WtW ^Rl “^R TO I ^TTOiF iJRl f^:n f^Ftl? ^tiTl ^FRl ? 

TOm 4 ri to torfs irwnf»fTt<fTR. 3rtt1%, ^fc'-RRf*^ 

TOra«r— TOTO jj'jmiR Kc-tsyiifif. i^tw^ *n5 ir^TOr. ^Rtm ![cir 

miR^ 'Q -infiT cTtw ^T«n totf - {A voice: n^) 4tm 

ifR fro 4*51 ^C«R. 4?iT ff wf^<i ^RR ^TCirfFWiT W TO^: CTO !i^ 

■W^Far ?rTO 'wRt'i fw. w f^ tti or i 4’TtiR ^if^R ^rr 

4 ’RW f^5 TOR ^fCF in I 4«rtiRfR '^ITOR 4^? ’:|’C»J? C^^fF 4^5) 5,0^^ 

fCTO I 4*^ TO ^ ?rm ’fpf TO i.O'TC f^, TO 4^S I 

^ "ipfft ^1 gjirw” 4m ^ ^RC5 FiT w’w iR] toI*^ n^ircw 4iFffl^ toi i 

^TWTF CTO CTO TOW C^CBf^ ^5R JfTFF ) 4^f^ 4* m^ ^W i 

PrffTif 'NfW ft^R TOTOR to 5^R ^<11PT FWf^, 4* TH SRWf# CTOff 

♦fff*TW%»R I ¥'J'tf>Wft4 ^Rm IWF RRH^ 4^ R ’rt![RrRR in RRtm iltc^ 

TO TOR 4F^ !p5rw 9 RRfm ^ iTM miR ^FTO (TT^ ijRfTOtm Quisling fw 

iR 4 ri TOim CTOR c^ c»TWm fro trow c^tw ctoto? R 4^ ^rto fhicto^ 
FTf^ TO 4W4R RTO 'NRtm TOR F^R in T ^t^Rrsi 4* m 4^11^ ^tR ? 

ifoH'Ft iR l%| C¥TO itfrfiT : 4TO^ TOR majority, ininorityff t GRi ^R majority mTOT® 
ilflR TO in I TO ffi?— C^ TO in CiR, c4t^ CTOR I 4f^ ^ ItTOI TOll 
TO CTO CTOTf, C¥R wm Ftc^ i^tt f TO tfITI CTOR CSTtWR WT^ ?fR (WR CiRR TO 
CTO TOFtW TOR feiftft C^, ifflt CTO 'FTf^ CTW 4^t TOR |R ^CTT TOl 
4fRnTO w’to 4^*s ifttTO Fib «RR ?fR TOR^Ri ts *1R1T5 ?’iT I iJiOfWF Ftfirf^ CTO 
Ra, C?R STO iTtt I TO! ft»| ^TO 4RC5 tots. ilRl Cjt CiJR, TOR CTOR CTO TO fw 
TO TO TFtm TORTO *tfkl •tfk? TOTO> ^ « ®R*R TOTOf TOTRttfrtTO TO C?fTO 

VIT fl TO irfFtn tftW TOtItIt I TfR ftl6 TOR C»TR « ymR TO CTO 

TO \ ’tfw tTO" TORit TOW to; to TO c^ cfw f% tow^ 

TOtm TORt 4Cft«R CTO 3V1 fR TO TOfFTt 4TOTO TOICT* ^ 4^ 4CTOrt 
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CHW ^»T I 5 Tiwtm c? cm^ 51 ^ m ^ ’fro to i 

flSj^ cTOtir ^t^M. ?lT 5 t^. tft^- ’TTOTC^ 'fl’Ts 

TO Iw^ni '*rtr 9 ^ cro c^tr^ cro? »r^c!ji jCnn t\m %fcf Wt 

TO fro fro ^ ?’r c^r <ir^ ^ 1 to f^Nwr 

5ffb55i-iiic^^ c^t?c*t »jtn tot^ c^ C5i?i to? <?r^ CFiti 

%t<tci, vfi'm GTt^^ f^t<iw. ^ »T%iTO^ c<fc*ni c^rm %t<t^ toc^ 

irijTO ^ JTs >0 ?A»ni cvsTTOm f^i r»JT ?c*rT Iro TOi 

5 ’?T--<i]t I c^ V ;n TOC^ I «r« >HC^ CWTTO 

cptr^', 'ft^ ^0 (Trfjf-j c^c^it^ ri^t*r 5 i 5 i*^t wi i cto 

r <TI JR ^ Quislings jr f?*7 TO ^ t TO 

Fascrism toc! 5. TO ’rn]t^i?tw to ^ 4TO c^ (Tif^ iim 

TO ^ '' 5 ^^ ' 4 ; ycT>?; o»ci cwc"f 1 ^srs^t: fir^vro TtcM'fl fTO ^tfTO 4 i f^rro 

^ ^F5 1 =fW5t^ 3p»fJT i\z^ TO ‘H ? '7ft Tffjrsftsf «r« a 

•^^TO^Tvt, TO ’st^ 5 ^tf^ 4 t ^TO TO, ij'flft «t^ I cn c^ 6 tft t*tTO y:^ 

^0 ^'TO TO fTO 43 r;? jpni (y\ ’TtfTO CTO < 1 tCfR ^ * 

^ITO CTOTO ‘Ti . il Of WfR ^ C<t 4 JTO I troff ftTf 

TOt'ltf^Tf^ ^STJ^rrc^ CTO ^01 <tfTO ^TTO ^tolf^ Of CVCM *4Zfi ( 7 T^ *rfw 

^ vttlTF. MTCT TOt ^'^C 4 TOlTR I Of^l ^Ttfl ^tfw^f»frTO ftR CW*l* 

TOT^ ^ftfT’lW.i 0 ?CE =fm ^\t:i I i;TTO ?fjmt 5 f TO? ?T ?1 & (TTfift? ®F ?1 ^TO I 

(TTt TO'< f^ 4 l C^'t^ ??fc? ?t?«r ’fC^f^R I TOTO 

tfrc^f CTO «C?f5r^*^ 1 ^OrR «r^ ^tr?'R-f«TCTO ?fTO TO f’nslc^ TOTf 

fro? «r.-TT c*?^c 4 ?r?T? 5 r^~-»rfa «fTO*R-fTOTO vfn 

I 4 -TO faran'-f^l -Ht aRi y’ 5 ! V CORTOT? '5 ( 7 t %!, ( 7 f ¥r? R?t^i ^ ^ 

f£ =ntTO I TO TO TOl C-STO^T I ■^tCl? ?RT<i ^IC'-V ?I^ (TTCIS C*r' 3 ?l ?’«! ^1 I 

TO 'Sftmcarj ii^ti ?’?r ^\ ; c’TtTO, jTTO c? ^carar w:i^\^ TOCf? 1 c^t^r 

'^fTO 'SWT^fvl^ -at »PPl C^Cl? C*jt JI^rTO? a^t?rfl «nf?tC 3 T nf^C? ’ffTO TOCaRf 

tt?l C*»C 1 ? »^rs? ?rt?M. ivi] C*fCi^ ‘Ttcl? TO*r a^TTO caRttTO tm C?^-! TOfTR an ? 

CTO? cTj* tr?i c«^rn? ’yt^t-T^r? ?^* 7 t ^ 1 'jim ¥c?c 5 ? ^r?f cvr ?t 4 c?^ r ??c?arc?fJR 

c?TO? ?f?i ?f^ I fTO ?^? ^xC?fc^ I cv«T<ft?m ?r^r 4 TO %r«^ ifw- 

?nR 4?; 5??ft? ’1’31 aptt?! 5^51 TO fVj ?f?r5? ?! I f^ individual oivil diBolw'ditUiott c^^tc? 
CTO fTO% 5 R I TO ?1 A^onot f^r? I carrai frar feg- Cf m ?f#*I ^ ?ayr 5 I 

c^ TO 3 TOt?R C?t? C?f?af C?f?nJ TOC?? (Tftf^ faHTR^l ?a^ (T^TC? ?t?l ?’*T I ▼ITO t 

TO riT?mT? ?ITO fTO ^tofroafy 4 IT?!? aftt -4)lTO I 4TO ^TCTP — 4CTO ?1 f¥f 

?T? sN ?tctr?r?i cro? art^ 1 to tfro ? an, to^ic?? tfro 1 a itro 1 
4 TOR''*rTO CTO? C 5 TTc?Rr wan, CTO? csrrm ??ct fw kw ? 4 t imar^tTOjc^ cro? ni " TO 
TO 5 an f ws CTOf? TO ?^ ? ^ fVfW, TO f TO CfTWCTO ft^n f? 5 tl? CWTOTO 

TOn? m TO, ?^TO? ■ ^ ?vnr wrtrc’s ?t? 7 ?Tn?faf 1 to^ ^c»? nro atTO TOTO*n 
*F? ani cw? ? ostct? CTO TO? CTO?, Ito C'otCtftI CTO. ^T^’Sl ?1 firtTI ffw 4 %? 5 TO 
an I WTf? TOF CTOrtfl !I^— c^TTTfl tj^— finTOl TO ^ CTO WffTOJ 4 t 
TO> TOT? t “vlt ?n -giTtw’ TO ?nR an iit?r IroTO anR-tfrc? tfc^jrow? ^fv sm an 
—TO Wfl’ffrs 5i^f?l frocwaj 4 f^i^ ^ ^ ^ ^ CW? »TOtf^ TOfaf f TOTO 

4TO CTO, cn TO if% 51, wTO mw amwi? w’l? ; cn w-frr ann fwi TO cro to 

CfCll TOTTtTO TOF TOR, CTOf (»fl CTO ^UTf ?’ft CTO? ItTO 4V^Zt9 

TO TOB wtft? TOar TO; ftCTOf ?rf TO f ?fTt ?FC?>f, €tftt W*^ I « ?! ?CTO— WtTOCT? 
TOJ? fil?f?l ?f TO 5 I WWtCTf'ciRJ CTOtll TO C?R TOO >WBl*pf ?CRmnTO 
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wtsT^ fhRw #r jrt«r wrfN ¥ctri ^ 
wfST I c¥*r ^ TOf!fi c*tc»R ^ r 5>nr«f r 

w ’•trw cfnn ’fH to ^ f “c5?t¥lt w\ wrtcv” ^tow <4^ wiwcfn 

m f^rto ^ I ^itapn Ft^ ; to ^njr wwttf ^sc^stto ^ f 

«4 ^ ^ I (A? ^ csm^ c^ i ^ > Tf jsf t yf< ! «f ^rttof 

I C¥iR1 ntHTtWI^ totWi <4 C*f^ 'TftCJ? ^*^5 I ’ift? (TT^ JTtJtWTTtm 

“csrtot wi ^OTtrv”— ftf ^toi ^ toi wtwc^ ?^95— <}Wlf 

<7 ’iTWtWl Wl ¥It? f^Cl? 5?!^ — 

:5\5rf ifITiTT 

.WCl*f ^ FIR ^ <lf»FtW, 

wWF tofF ^tr»n 
^ffltnnr fsffrto to 
tortrt »r5nr to 
ton ctf^r 

'iintpT ntti 4ntw ^ torm 

to nrs Fcn m I viintm cun umtur f’to nrn mi «rfw ^ mrtirwm cn '■rrjn 
CT c<cm Fc^ I nm* cn-f ^rfw net ?c*t enr-m cifi mm fVto Fto i 

^rm nfn cnem mspr fm ^ Fn. iflnrj; nm c?nm i nmn mrm mfw|f^n « ^^sf^- 

wn cnmtff tf^n anrcir « 4 ^ mtoir c«rr nten entot m i 

“Faw^ !?ntfnF”— >5¥f^ nn immt? TOito uv ut P i yc > n - 

wt%\ ^\9wv nirrfm ?n ntjtwiifm i cn ^ m ^ c^ nro ntc? i cn-nn 

OH ’Rttom wi % (THtmntn Quislingm wtir ton ntjtuntm ^cm to 
ofiHf Quislingm^ to i— ^nn i 

, W*** DEPUTY SPEAKER* I have allowed Mr. Narendra Narayan 
thakrabarty to move an amendment to Dr. Sanval’a resolution at short 
notice. 

Mr* 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a noint of order. In the first 
place may we know when you allowed him and whether you allowed him 
subject to any objection that may be raised on behalf of tlie Opposition? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, 1 think I have f^ot power to 
allow an amendment at short notice. I got the notice in my chamber and 
I think the amendment is all right. Therefore I allowed that amendment 
to be moved. 

Mr* 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL* You have not yet allowed us to 
know what is the purport of the amendment. 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: The mover ^ill read it out. Mr. Narendra 
Ghakrabarty. 

Mr* 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Before Xarepdra Babu pub< in 
his amended motion we want to know from yo\i the nature of the amend- 
ment so that we can raise the question of admissibility and other objections. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have already said that I have examined 
it and have found it all right and I have allowed it. 

Mr. SAtANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: What it? l^et us know that. 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: The amendment is as follows : — 

(1) Substitute for the words ‘Wt at liberty, without further delay” in 
the second line the words “consider the desirability of adopting 
a more liberal policy regarding the release of”, and 
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(2) add after the word “disturbam*e»'' in line 4 the following “in view 
of the improved war situation, and de«m*s to record its appre- 
ciation of the progressive policy so far pursued by the present 
Ministry in regard to the release of political prisonei^ and 
detenus”. 

Mfi 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: May I make in\ submissions, 
Sir, with regard to the question ot order, wisdom and propriety of allow'ing 
this sort of a short-iu»tice amendment at this very late staged* 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Yes 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 1 will not enter into the techni- 
cal questions as to what ])o\\cr >ou have or have not because that will merely 
be an academic question, hut I will straight invite you to the (juestion of 
impropriety, the question of unwisdom and the question of infringing the 
liberty of the members of the House. 

Tn the first ]»lace. Sir, if you go into the motion you will find thiil it is 
not an amendment at all, althougli it pretends to be one. Under the garb 
of being an amendment it jiractically seeks to introduce a motiim which 
goes counter to the original motion of Dr. Sanyal and which defeats the 
very purpose for wliich the motion of Dr. Sanyal was bnuight. For 
example, Dr. SanyaTs motion was focus the attimtion of this House upon 
the inaction, up(m the inadenlion, upon the ineffective polic\ of (lovern- 
ment with regard to political f)risoners, tliat is to say, it was a direct censure 
upon (he (iovenmienl and its p(»licy, but my goiul friend Mr. Narendra 
Narayan (’liakrabarty's amendment is only a reversal of what Dr.^ Sanyal 
seeks to do, namely, it wants to praise the Ministry, it wants to ^iva* a vote 
of confidence on tlie \erv ([ue^tion on which Dr. Sanyal wants to give a vote 
of no-confidence. 


Jiook at it from another point of view. Dr. Sanyars motion was intend- 
ed for securing the immediate release of prisoners, whereas ^Ir. Naniulra 
Narayan Uhakralairty wants to give a vote against that through this amend- 
ment. Let us go straight to the vote. Let us be defeated: that is a 
dilferent matter, hut let us not he humbugged by a resolution whit'h is not 
an amendment, which is a reversal of the resolution which w^as s|)oiHr»n‘d by 
Dr. Sanyal. 

1 hen, Sir, there is another matt<*r. The (|uesiion as to wliether this 
resolution is one of confidence or not is a matter wliicli is the property of 
the House. It is not for the Speaker, even if he has the f»owcr, to deal with 
a motion which s(‘cks to change the entire idiaracter of (he main motion. 
If we have brought a motion which means a no-confidence against the 
Ministry and if my good friend Mr. .Narendra Narayuu (;hakiahaity wants 
to have a motion atlirming cimfidcnce, he can bring in a sjjccial mol ion, he 
can bring in a special resolution for .serving that jiurpose, hut we do’not 
like to he humbugged in this manner. 


Coming to another (picsiiou. \ou know, Sir. that Dr. Sanval moved this 
motion on the nrevious day. It was before the House for fine whole day; 
a full dress debate wa.s concent rated upon the mutter; and today we aVc 
practically on the eve of going t(. the vote. If you now allow Mr. Naremlra 
INarayan ( hakrabarty to move thi.s matter even by way (d an amendnM.nt, 
It brings new factors which have got to be discussed and debated upon, that 
IS to say, the mutter cannot be finished today. There you yourself, Sir,-» 

"'L* trickery handling 
of the Coalition Party They want to delay the matter. We want to get 
the mdtter disposed of here pd now. Tliere/ore, Sir, it is entirely against 
the^ known principles of legislative debate to allow a matter to change its 
entire colour at a late stage and introduce new^ matter which will give a 
thoroughly different and foreign complexion to the whole thing. There- 
fore in point of faimees, in point of justice, in point of the urgency of the 
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matter we want to go to the vote straightway today and I hope that 
will not allow this amendment which is not only at the 11th hour but at 
the 59th second of the 59th minute of the 11th hour. (Applause.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
May I invite your attention to rules 90, 85 and 91 of the Pnnedure Rules? 
Rule 90 says : “When a resolution is under discussion any member may, 
subject to the rules relating to resolutions, move an amendment” to such a 
resolution. That is, an amendment may be moved only subject to the rules 
relating to resolutiotiK. 

Now, Sir, let us turn to the rule about resolutions. That rule, Sir, 
you will find, is rule 85. There it is stated : ‘‘A member who wishes to 
move a resolution shall give twenty-one days’ notice of his intention, and 
shall, together with the notice, submit a copy of the resolution which he 
wishes to move”. Then there is a proviso: “Provided that the Speaker, 
with the consent of the Mini.ster in charge of the Department to w’hich the 
restduiion relates, may allow a resolution to be entered on the list of business 
at shorter notice than twenty-one days”. That is, Sir, so far as resolutions 
go, you can allow a resolution to be entered on the List of Business and 
moved at u shorter notice after consulting the Ministei in « harge. Rule 91 
is of course governed by rule 85. Now, Sir, so tar as juic 90 is concerned, 
a member may, subject to the rules relating to resolutions, move an amend- 
ment to such resolution. It may be moved at ^ho!l(‘l• iiotic-e it' \(Oi permit 
it. There is no doubt about that. We have g(>t to hce, however, whether 
any notice has been given at all or not. Sir, .the resolution was laken up 
on a previous date a week ago. After some discussion fuither discussion 
on the resolution — was adjourned. No amendment was llieu notified and 
now an amendment is going to be moved. It is an amendment which is 
going to be moved without notice and not at short notice. It would have 
been a short-notice amendment if notice iiad been given iiefore the resolu- 
tion was actually moved and the honourable mcinhci ]ia<l noti(‘e of it then. 
Only in that case you could have said: "Here i> an aineiidiuenl ai short 
notice and I am entitled to admit the amendment under rule 85 read with 
rule 90.” Hut iiere is a amendment whi<‘h is i>cing movt‘tl viithont any 
notice whatsoever. It did not come at all before the introduction or dis- 
cussion of the resolution. It was only after the rc>^oluti(Mi has heiui debated 
for a day and more that this amendment is coming — an amendment of which 
the terms are unknown to us even now. It is an amendment which is 
without notice — not an amendment in respect of which you i*an cxen'ise 
your discretion; and, Sir, it has not been circulated. TJie House has got 
no notice of it. Only vou, Sir, may have got some notice, hut the House 
baa got no notice at all. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It is not a fact that notice has not been 
given. Notice was given • 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: To whom ami wheny We are 
entitled to know that. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: N()tice was given lietore and it was addressed 
to the Secretary, Bengal Legislative Assembly Department. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Today? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes. As regards Mr. Sanyal s grievances, 
he has pointed out many things, but be has nut pointed out whether it 
infringes the rules or not. So far as allowing this amendment at shorter 
notice is concerned, I think it ia-in order, 

Mr. iASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: When iHd you get notice, Sir? 

Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER. Just when I entered this House I got 
notice. 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: After you took the chairP 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is m> notire. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: But 1 have allowed it. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE : Mr. Deputy Spt^aker, Sir, rules 90 and 91 
^ (71 short iiotioi^ amendment 

allow fVi wWOT convention snn ▼fc^r ^ 

Cffi vij convention ?nrf^ (TT resolution^ already discussion ^ Cit 
OTCf amendment ^IT^, amendment rtSc^f CWt^ Ctff 

WT^ ^ I ^8 CRTlPi «nr^-“8hort notice amendment 

I '51 inrf^ i ^ ^ ctT^i s|veial privilege c»t 

T5Sf ^«ti, (T^ c*i 51 I 

Mr, DHIRENDRA MATH DUTTA: We want to know when the notice 

of amend meiit was received by the Secretary. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Today. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot say definitely whether there are 
precedents in thivS House or not, hut so fur as i remember there are pre- 
cedent.', (or allowing amendments (o motions or resolutions at a very snort 
notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, Wbf cn 

Rsi »nrc« I resolution JTfCii Houm^«43 ^ m amendment vii^ n fCfX 

c«rt^ TO ^r5 ’ttf^ I u fnm irwfi SecroUryc¥ 

refer i 

Rai HAREMDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. May 
1 try to refresh your memory Siri' Amendments have been admitted before 
at short notice — there is no doubt about that — but without tiie objection of 
the Opposition, It was only when an amendment had been agreed to by 
the Opposition then only it might have been allowed. If an umendment 
at short notice is accepted the Speaker accepts the amendment only because 
it comes not with objection on the part of anybody hut rather with the 
approval of the whole House and it is for that reason the amendmeut might 
have been accepted even without notice. But, Sir, so far as the present 
amendment is concerned it comes ‘with our objection'. We have objection 
to the amendment j>ropos<Ml. You have, Sir, g«»t the amendment foily today 
after discussion ol the original resolution started. Tliat is to say, vou got 
the amendment almost without notue ami I submit, Sir, that you fiuve no 
power in the present (drcuimstam es when we have objection to accept the 
amendment. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Sir, I do not know' wJien the 
amendment was handed over to the Sei retary. Uuie 91 1-:^) lays dow^n that 
“tile Sec retary shall, if time permits, cause every amendnieiit to lie printed 
and send a copy for the information of each member’'. Mark the expression 
‘*the Secre^ry xltull if time permits”. The (question is when it was leceiveiJ 
and after it has been received it is obligatory on the part of the Sectretary 
to cause the amendment to be printed and to send a copy for the information 
of each member. 8o it is obligatory; the word “shall” is there. 

Dr. NALINAKfHA 8ANYAL: The position as I find it is this. So 
far w'e were only examining the admissibility of the amendment under tjio 
present rules and 1 feel that it is without the competence of the Speaker 
or the Deputy Speaker presiding to accept any amendment at any state. 
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With regard to the difficulty pointed out in this resect I have to aubinit 
when on another occasion you were in the Chair the famous amend- 
ment of Mr. Kyed Badruddoja which sought to completely negative a 
motion hy an honourable member of the Eurojiean Party then discussed and 
debated in the House for some time was accepted by you and vehemently 
pressed by my friends in the House for acceptance at that time at short 
notice. Therefore when this proposal was first brought to my noiice in 
your Chamber I stated this muchfthat it is entirely within your eompetenee 
to accept it, but I acquiesced without prejudice to my position, and I made 
it (dear that so far as my original motion is concerned we will stand by it. 
iWe shall therefore be no party to the aeeeptaiice of this amendment and 
wo shall remain free to vote against it. Of course, we consider that this 
amendment as now sought to be moved is contrary to the spirit of niy own 
original motion. But, Sir, 1 will not try to mis^mide you by (|iiotiug any 
section or rules to show that it is not within yemr power or competence to 
accept the amendment even at this stage. 

MI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs Sir, you a^k Dr. Sanval to clarify 
one point, namely, whether this amendment would negative the motion 
moved by l)r. Sanyal. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That will not help the House. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: Sir, you asked Dr. Sanval to 
assist you in the matter. He has said w'hct he has got to say. He hu^ 
clearly placed before the House that this amendment is a negation of tlie 
siibstantivf^ motion, l)ut he has referred to the famous amendment of Mr. 
Syed Badruddoja moved on another occasion when unfortunate incidents 
look placi in tljc House. Do you Want that the wlude mutler should be 
repeated today iucluding the tumult, etc., and the rush at the (’hairP 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is not a point ot order. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Sir, if you allow Mr. Xareiulra 
!Niira>an Chukiavarly t(> mov(‘ his amendinenl- \u* uaiii to mal\(^ it (dear 
that one wi'ong even wlnui it was accepted cannot la* a prec(*dcnt to another 
wrong— and make that a precedent to allow the so-called hninbiig amend- 
ment of Mr. Narendra Nurayan (’hakravarty we shall have to use all our 
pow(*r to throttle it. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, on a jadni ot (uder. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I cannot allow any moie point of order. 

Mr. 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL; We will not allow Mr. Narendru 
Narayan (duikravarty to move his amendment. 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Dr. Sanyal has made the position 
perfectly clear that the so-called amendment is a direct negation of the 
motion aireu(iy moved by him. That 1 think ought to be a settler on the 
question as t(» whether at this eleventh liour this ameiidnieut can be 
admitted by you or not. But tlie precedent that Dr. Sanyal has cited is 
in my opinion a singularly unfortunate one b(*c*au.s(‘ (ui tlie occasion to which 
leferencf' has been made when Mr. Sy(‘d Badruddoja s amendment was 
admitted by you, pandemonium was let loose in the House under the leader- 
ship of Sir Nazimuddin, the then Leader of the Ojiposition, and a rush was 
made at the Chair which was being occupied bv you at that time for your 
all(?ged dereliction of duty and your partiality ‘and bias as it w^as charac- 
tcriHed hy the Opposition. I wisli. Sir, such a precedent had not been 
cited in this House. Tables might have been turned now but you. Sir, 
the wcupant of the Chair on that occasion, are the o<*cupant of the Chair 
on this oeeasimi also. I am stfte, that the hint that the Opposition gave 
so tumultuously on that occasion will not be repeated now. So far as we 
are conceVned we are absolutely unwilling to tread their footsteps but we 
must say that we are not going to allow this amendment to be moved here 
ii we can help it. 
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Mr. 8YE0 BAORUDDOJA: Sir, reference has been made to a parti- 
c ular amendment which was moved by me on a particular occasion — whether 
it was fortunate or unfortunate is not the question to be dealt with on 
this occasion. Even in that case copies of the amendment were before the 
House. They were circulated previously to honourable members. Tfliat 
was objected to by the licader of the Opposition on the ground that it w’aa 
of a negative character negativing the substantive motion : not on the 
question of notice. There is a considerable difference between that amend- 
ment and the amendment sought to be moved today. Therefore that ana- 
logy does not hold good on this occasion. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I am not concerned with what I did with 
regard to Mr. Badruddoja’s motion on a previous occasion. I wanted 
assistance from the leaders of the different parties as to whether this 
amendment would really negative the original motion. (Mr. Sa.$anka 
Sekhar Sanyal: Undoubtedly it does; there is no doubt about that.) The 
point is that I wanted to clarify the position and I hope the leaders of 
different parties will assist me in arriving at a decision. 1 have already 
stated that 1 have allowed this motion and 1 would now ask the Ijeader of 
tlie House to assist me whether this really infringes the rule or not. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as far as the rules 

cuiestion is concerned, 1 do not think that there can be any two opinions 
that the Speaker lias the right to accept an amendment as a short notice 
amendment. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Without noticed No, not 
without notice. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Short notice amendments 
have lieeii ac<cj)tcd even on the ffoor of the House. 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: It was only by agreement. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, without agreement 
even 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Never. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Can the Ilon’ble Minister cite 
any examiileJ' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It will not do to ask for an 

example. J can say limt tlicre have been such cases, during my experience 
of years 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: There are members in the 
House with much larger experience than yourself and they say that there 
has never been such an occasion. 


Tho Hon^le Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I shall not make any attempt 
^ coirect the members. On the occasion that has bean mentioned by 
l)r. Sanyal, at that time objwtion was not taken to the allowing of a short 
notice amendment but objwtion was taken on the ground that that ameud- 
inent would raise a very important issue and that therefore proper time 
should be I quite a^ee that if the honourable members think that 

tins amendment raises an important issue which requires time and con- 
eideration, I am quite willing to agree that the matter may be past|)oned. 


SEKHAR SANYAL: We know that is your trick to 
regulanse it : you want to shelve the matter. That we will not allow. 


Tht Hofilila Kliwsia Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 

after giving proper time. 

25 


This thing can be discussed 
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Or. NALIHAKSHA SANYAL: Y<m <*an move u special motion of 
Oovernment if you like. 

The Hofi’bie IChwtji Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable members 
feel that they are in a serious disadvantage and it is unfair to them, 1 for 
one am not prepared to say, “No, this thing must be done'’. If they feel 
that this is a matter on which they are placed at a very serious disad- 
vantage, I am prepared not to p^ess the amendment. That is the position 
I take, but I do maintain that this must not be 1 rented as a jirecedent. 

As regards the riglit of the Chair to accept a short notice amendment at 
any stage, that point should be made absolufely clear. I personally think 
that the Speaker has every right in this matter. As far us the interpreta- 
tion of the rules is concerned, not only this resolution is fully justified but 
it cannot by any means be treated as a negation of the original resolution. 
I am prepared to place this matter before any parliamentarian of experiem e 
that this amendment is not only legitimate and proper but there is nothing 
against it also. It is within the discretion of the Chair to accept it. 

Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sorry, we do not agree. 

Mfi DEPUTY SPEAKER! 1 think, it would be better if w’e decide the 
matter after prayer adjournment. 

Df« NALINAKSHA SANYALi Sir, it is not yet time for adjournment. 
We want to have more speeches ami then have the matter votA^d. 

Mfs DEPUTY SPEAKER! The House will he :idj(mrne(l for ))ru\i*]' 
at 645 p.m. and <mly ten minutes is now left. It is hettei that the Ho’ush 
1h‘ adiourned at this stage till 7 p.m. and 1 desiic in tlu* meantime t(. 
consult with the leaders of diftVrent parties. 

At this stage the House was udjourned till 7 ]>.m. 

(After 0(1 jau rri/tn^n t . J 

SPEAKER! I may tell the honourahle members that 1 
have found out precedents so far as allowing amendments at a shorter 
notice or without notice is concerned. It is no use adding instances. I 
have got ready two instances. However, iii view ot the statement made by 
the Leader of the House I am prepared to ask Mr. Narendra Narayan 
Chakravurty not to pres.s his motion. The original motion is witli you 
Yes, Mr. Kundu. 


Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU! Sir, 1 nse to accord my whole- 
hearted support and the support of the party of which I am an‘ humble 
niember to the very important motion that my esteemed friend Dr. Sanyal 
has HO ably moved. 1 endorse every word of what Dr. Sanyal said in 
support of the resolution .and what the previous ^poukers said. 1 shall 
not appeal only to the sentiments of the members juesent here hut I shall 
appeal to their good sense as rt‘spon8ible citizens and to the iiolitical sense 
and reasonings and te tiie sense of duty and responsibility that they have 
as representatives or Ministers of this province. 


Sir, I shall them to look into the question from the followinir 
backgrounds: this province stands first in regard to the number of deten- 
tion when other provinces are emptying out their jails of the politital 
prisoners; the second and nuist imiHirtant thing that I remind them all is 
the sacred nledge and nnimise that they held out before the public just on 
the eve of formation of this Ministry in regard to the pcdicy of releast* and 
^^mg of amenities to the imiitical prisoners in this pnivince. I shall 
Mpcularly remind our friend Mr. Tulsi Chandra Coswami and Mr. Barada 
f 4 ? Pain about their pledges, 1 must say I .shall not do ju.stice if 

H"'"® Department 

^ d^e a good lot IB this regard, but even tlien 1 must say n^tfully 
that they have not been able to partially miplenient the promiii ^ pledge 
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they held out before the uublio at the time of the foriMution of the 
Miuaetry. You may remem oer that you wanted to bring hade our I.ieader 
Shree Sarat Chandra Bose to bis place in Bengal. You wanted to see him, 
but it is regrettable and deplorable that you have not been able even to 
secure an interview with that gentleman. Sir, I must say that you have 
failed hopelessly to implement your pnnnise and 1 do not know how you 
can with this humiliation continue to be in office, how you can reconcile 
with your past conduct and he there in the office for nothing. 

Sir, from that ba(‘kground you are to .see that the [nditical conditions 
have altogether changed. The .subjective and objective (‘onditions favour- 
able for movements are not existing now us they were existing in the years 
1942 and 1943. The political leaders wlio have come out from the prisons 
have unequivocally uimounced that this is not the time suitable for the 
continuance or starting of any fresh political movement. Those who have 
come out of the jails in this province are busy with work other than politi- 
cal movement because they know that political movement is now an 
impossibility. 

Sir, in reply to today's (piestiou, the Parliamentary Secretary told us 
that even in the year 1942 when the inoveinent was going on in full swing, 
the then Ministers were able to release ulnuit oOf) prisoners. Now, what 
justification has this Miiiistiy to detain these prisoners for nothing^ 

Sir, they have not only failed to iiiiplemeni their promise but they have 
not shown any indication that they have any sympathy for the cause of 
these political ]>risoners. If ytui depend on the records of the Special 
Brunch and I.H. police, if you act according to their dictates, 

I must say that these Ministers are nothing but so many tails 

ot those departments and the perntaneni officials and they act according 
to the sweet will ot the Special Branch and I. B. police. 

Sir, I must say that these Ministers have not only forfeited the con- 
fidence of the public for tliis indifference to the cause of the political 

iirisoners, hut they arc not entitled to detain these pcditical prisoners 
oecause they have also failed to grant them the amenities which even the 
rules — the Jail (\)de Rules and the Bengal Security IVisoners Rules — 
provide for them. 

Sir, 1 will reml a few letter^ written to me from different jails by the 
jxditical prisoners fi) show how there is lack of control and lack of super- 
vision over the jail administration. I will ask the Hon’hle Home Minister, 
has he got any contact witli tlie political [irisouersP Has he ever gone to 
see theiiiH If lie has gone to .see them, how often has he gone to see them?' 
If he will go to 84Hi them, if he will get in touch with them, I urn sure he 
will find an easy .solution for the political prisoners. He cannot liut 
release them. 

Sir, 1 can give two or three instances. I can cite the instance of 
Mr. Satyapriya Banerji. As the House knows, I had .^oine connection 
with the jiast fwditical agitations in this province. When there was u talk 
of starting a movement in the year 1942 which the Congress leaders could 
not start, we were thinking about this movement. We thought that this 
would he the last movement and after this we would attain full political 
and e<‘onomic freedom. I had a talk and dls<mssion with Mr. Salvapriya 
Banerji. Tie told me straightaway that on account of several difficulties 
alKiut his family, he could not take part in the movement. Sir, he has been 
detained, and he is rotting in the jail up till^now. 

Again, I know one Mr. Rakhal Chandra Datta who i.s an Advocate of 
the High Court. He always tried to keep himself aloof from any political 
movement. He is being detained in the Presidency Jail. 

Then, I know the case of Mr. Pramatha Kumar Chakravarty, another 
Adv(^ate of the High Court. He had certainly some connection with the 
politics—not political movement but political party, say, 30 or 40 years 



378 


NON-OFFICIAL EESOLITTIONS. 


[220) Makch, 


back and he wa« keeping himself completely aloof from any political 
actiyity. He has been aetained. There are several instances like this 
which I can cite. There was one 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, I shall require another 15 minutes. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Kundu, it was the agreement that 
you will speak for only 10 minutes and, after that, the Hoii’ble Chief 
Minister will speak. 

Mr, NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: 1 shall take only 10 minutes. I 
shall read some letters. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It was agreed in a conference with the 
Leaders that after you finish in 10 minutes, the Hon^ble Leader of the 
House will speak and there would be voting after that. That was the 
agreement. 

Mr, NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that there must 
be voting, I cannot represent the cases of the female nrisoners. Out of IH 
female prisoners, 12 prisoners are suft'ering in the jail. 

Sir, the threat of the Japanese invasion is now' ovci. Hitler is going 
to be defeated very soon in the European field. Sir, if Germuny and Japan 
have not been able to give defeat to the British tiovernment, 1 think these 
female prisoners, if thev are allowed to come out, will not iijiset this Gov- 
ernment. Not to speak of the lady prisoner even the whole lot of the 
security prisoners if released, will not be able to up'^et this Government. 

Sir, I wanted to read some letters without an> comment. 1 am not 
allow'ed to read them because, Sir, you say there has been agreement. 1 
did not like to make a speech about the re.solution l)ecause 1 tliought it was 
a very serious question which was agitating the minds of the entire public 
and 1 would not do justice to the cause within so short a time. 1 wanted 
also to sjieak about those members of the Legislature wljo were in deten- 
tion. 1 want to know, I W'unt put thi.s question straight iu the llon’hie 
Minister, for who.se security — is ii lor the se<uriiy ot the Ministers that 
they have been kept in detention within the pri.siin walls. They lan he 
allowed to come here. There may be urrangements made to hiing them 
here, to allot separate seahi for them so that they may not ('ommuniiaite 
with other members except taking part in the deliberations of this House. 
If the Home Minister is ready to do that, we shall feel that he is honestly 
detaining them; if he is not agreeable U) do that, we .shall feel that there 
is security for others for whom he is thinking, and not for the security of 
this empire. They have not given sufficient maintenance to the families 
of the prisoners. They are doing absolutely nothing. 

Sir, I have to take my seat very reluctantly, because I had many things 
to say and I could have placed before the House facts by which the public 
could have judged how indifferently, how unsympathetically ana how 
callously they are treating this very important question which is agitating 
the minds of the entire public of this Province. 

Tilt Hotinillt Kliwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I fully realize the 
importance of this motion and the interests which the members on the other 
sid^of the House take on tbit qu^tion. I do not think they fully appre- 
the fact that in this matter I have taken a very keen interest and the 
policy of this Government has been not only always as far as possible to 
effect release, but if they cannot do that to treat all cases with utmost 
symna^y and whenever any case is brought to my notice where n real 
hardship is being felt by a prisoner or his family, or there is a case where 
special concession is necessaiyr, and if it can be done 
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Mr. SASAMKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Every detention causes hard- 
sllip. 

The Hoii*hl0 Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Of all iiersons Mr. Sanyal 
should be the last person to say that. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Why, whyF There was no justifioa- 
tion for keepincf him indefinitely in detention. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as I was saying, when- 
ever it can be done witlnuit jeopardizing the security of the Province, it is 
always done. As 1 have several timevS said in this House, 1 have had 
personal contacts with most of the prominent leaders of the parties. I 
nave seen them before their release in 19d7, after tlieir release, and again 
after they have been in detention. I think the memlM»rs on the other side 
of the House have uninlentionally compare<l the tuimber of detention in 
this Province with other Provinces mixing up the two special oases of jbhose 
wiio have been detained tHr. iNaunaksha Sanyam Without trial.) 
for the August disturbanees; those who do not belong to any subversive 
organisation and those who have been detained for being members of 
subversive organisatioiih. Sir, 1 liavc always here and outside maintained 
that there is u distinction between the two idasses of prisoners. Those who 
■ belong to any subversive organisation have been in Bengal detained off and 
on for a niimlier of years — for the last 20 years or more. Some of them 
have spent most part of their lives in detention. Their teases are quite 
different from those who (Mr. Ann. Krishna Ghosb: Tliat is a Police 
philosophy) took jjarl in All-India movements like the movements at the 
time of 1920 Non-co-operation movement, Hk’ff) Civil Disobedience move- 
ment, and those arrested on the occasion of the disturbances of August, 
1942. Of the latter category, in Bengal at the present time, about 60 
nersons are detained. (Cries of “Question, question" from the Opposition 
benches.) I would refer the honourable members to the answer given in 
the (>ntral Assembly some time ago on this question compared to other 
J^rovinces except especially the Provinces whore there is section 93, you will 
find that the number of this category of prisoners is in hundreds, 1 mean 
the Provinces like United Provinces, Binar, Central Provinces, Bombay 
and Madras, whereas in Bengal the number is only 60, in l^unjab it is 60 
and in Sind and North-West Frontier Provinces the number is still lower. 
I admit that so far as those persons who belong to the subversive organisa- 
tions are concerned 

Mf. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Nobody belongs to such organi- 
sations. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL. Try them for conspiracy if you 
like. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAYA: Tell that you are unaffle to 
release them, but don’t create a scene. Don't add insult to injury. 

The Hon’bie Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: These comments are coming 
from those who were at one time responsible for putting a large number 
of persons in detention. I cannot understand how they are making iiom- 
menta of this kind. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BASUs They are kf‘pt in detention for an 
indefinite period. There is no justification. 

The HonTlIe Khwaja 8ir NAZI MUDDI Iff They remained in office for 
more than 12 months after putting them in detention. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Not 12 month.s. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. And they released 500 persona 
within that period. 
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TiMI HOfllHa KtliVl4* NAZIMUODIN: Anyhow 1 can assure the 
meinWs of this House that the cases of these prisoners are periodically 
reviewed. They are being detained at the present time only because on 
account of the war emergency, it is not possible to take the risk of releas- 
ing them. Certain persons are detained at the instance of the Government 
of India. I would like to correct a statement I made in the other House — 
in the other place, if I am correct to say that — about the Provincial Gov- 
crnmtnt being responsible for the detention (d the security prisoners by 
saying that it is a subject on which the Government of India as well have 
a say. Tn certain cjases on certain occasions the Government of India 
have got to be consulted before any policy of release is ac(‘ej)ted or adopted, 
(lit. Nalinaksha iSanyal: And not Messrs, ^mery and Churchill!); Sir, 

I am surprised at Mr. Haripada Chatterjee’s speech. I have repeatedly 
stated that if you accept a constihition and come to this Assembly or accept , 
offee, you must play the game according to the rules (Rai Harendra 
Nath Ohaudhuri ; You must submit to order.) (Mr. Haripada Chatto- 
PADHYAYA : Must we play as Churchill and Amery want us to play?) and 
esf^oially on the occasion of war when even in 1944 not only India was 
actually invaded, but there was every danger of tlie Piovince itself being 
invaded, it was not possible to release the prisoners who were likely to 
sabotage the cause of the country. (Interruption.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Release them now 

Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Release them now. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAYA: They wonl.l defend ihe 
country. 

The Hofi*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is all right for some 
honourable members to say that these people w(»uld have defended the 
country. God alone knows what they would have done. I do know l^iis 
that there are a number of jieople even now with whom — we get not only 
information but also we get [lapers and other things from which it can be 
seen — the emissaries of Japan are in contact 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Papers can be manufactured. 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Thev are als(» actually trying 
to assist the enemy. 

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL. (Question, question. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: So far as m\ Hindu 
colleagims and particularly Mr. Narendra Narayaii Chakra varty are 
concerned, they are always trying to assist the security prisoners, bringing 
their cuses !<♦ my notice and wherever possible, trying to get them released. 

I wrmld like to lissure the House that as far us the pediey of this Govern- 
mentris concerned we are only too anxiems to release these i)risoners as sooti 
as we feel that there is no risk or danger. Whenever any case is brought 
t4» my notice or to the notice of Secretary who is dealing with the case 
which is deserving of sympathy^ it is dealt with sympathetically and with 
the utmost consideration possible. I am not cme of those persons who 
Wlieve that because tliey are well-fed and well-kei>t, they ought to be very 
well off. Detention under any conditions whatsoever is one of the severest 
strains that can lie put on a person. (Mr. Atui. Chvndka Sen: It is 
barbarous). Jt is a restriction of liberty whicli 1 abhor. 

Mft HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAYA: He is shedding crot‘odile 
tears^ He has no sympathy. 

t NAZIMUDDIN; I c*an assure the members 

ot Wte Mouse that at the earliest opportunity the iwlicy of Government will 
be to release these political prisoners. 
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Mr. SAMT08H KUMAR BA8U; Only one iiuestion. Sir. Tlie Honl)le 
Sir Na*iniuddin has stated that sometimes they liave |fot to commit 
the Government of India in the matter of release. Will he kindly reconcile 
that statement of his with the declaration made in Parliament by Mr. 
Amery that all detentions and arrests are made mostly by Governments 
funotioninj? on the parliamentary system? 


.Thn Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 don t think that it would 
he difticult to re(‘on(ile that with what I stated, 

Ihe motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanya! that this Assembly is of opinion 
that the Government of Bengal should set at liberty, without further delay, 
all political security prisoners detained in Bengal and all nersons convicted 
of offences connected with political movements or disturbances was then 
put and a division taken with the following result ; — 


AMat NUi, Mr. Mia. 

AMal MtJM. Maalvi (HyaiaiMiBgli) 

ANal Wakatf Salahiatarl, MaaM. 
eMar Ramk. MaaM. 

AilaiaMia AkaMtf, Mr. 
iatfraMaja, Mr. lya^. 

•aaar)M, Mr. CraaiatlM Natfe 
Raaarli, Mr. R. 

•aia, Mr. laatatk Kaaair 
■kaararik. Or. OaMatfa Okaaira 
ekattaaatfkya. Mr. HartMia 
Obaakkarf, Rai Nanatfra Natk 
Oat, laka Ratfkaaatk 
Oai Rapta. Dr. 4 , M. 

Oatta, Mr. OkliaaPra Natk 
Dalai, Mr. NaiaairB Matk 
Datla, Mr. lakaaMr 
Oatta Dapla, MIm Mira 
Dkata, Mr. Atal KHtkaa 
QiasaPiia AkaMi, Mr. 

Dapta, Mr. iagatk OkaaPra 
Palaa, Mr. I. 0. 

Paaak AH MalaaPar, Maaivi 
Kkaa, Mr. DakaaPra Lall 
Kamar, Mr. Alai Okaapra 


AYEI--<a. 

KaaPa, Hk RtekNIia Matk 
MaJaaMar, Mn. NaaMfiava 
MM, Mr. Iiwar OkaaPia 
MaaPal, Hr. Rlrat OkaaPra 
MapNl Nania, Mr. 

Makkarlaa, Mr. i. 

MMtkarfi, Or. Ikarat Okaapra 
Malliak, Irtlat Aakataak 
RaiatiaPPia AkaaM, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Okara OkaaPra 

Ray, Mr- KaattRtrtikaa 

Ray, Mr. KIraa laakar 

Ray, Mr. MaaaaMka Natk 

Ray, Mr. Ritlraai 

kaatallak, Or. 

taayal, Dr. Nallaakika 

•aaytl, Mr. •Makka Nkkar 

•aa, Mr. Alai Okaapra 

•aa, Papaik Okaapra, Ral iakaPar 

taa-Oapta, Mrt. MaHIa 

•kaanaPPia AhaMi, Mr. 

•iaka, Oiljat MaalaPra Okaiaa 
•ar, Mr. NaraaPra Kaaiar 
Tkakar, Mr. Praaortka Raa|aa 
Wallar RakauM, MaaM 


NOES 73. 


AkPal Hail. Mr. Mina. 

AkPal HaUai, MaaM (MyaHailapbi 
AkPal Karfai, Hr. 

AkPal MallP. Mr. lyH (Naakkall) 
AMal Malaiak HaHk. Or. 

AkPal Wakak Kkaa, Kkaa OUaPar 


OtMt, Mr. R. A. 

•aiwaaS, tka Naa'Ma Mr. TaM OkaaPra 
•apla, Mr. 4 . N. 

Oaraaf, Mr. DaaMar Mafk 
OyaiaPlla AkaMP OkaaPkary, AJkaPI 
HaaMaPPia AkaMP, Kkaa OaMk 


AMar Rakawa, Kkaa OakaPar A. P. H. 
AkPar RaiakM HakaMaP, Mr. 

AkPar Raaf, Kkaa RakaPar tkak (Raa^r) 

Akat MasaP, KaM 

Akai QaaMah MaaM 

AkaMP Kkaa. Hr. OyaP 

Altaia P PIa AfcaMP, Kkaa iakaPar MaaM 


Haiiaa HankaP, Mn., H.i.1. 
ItaywaaP, Mr. Raftn 


PaMaPPIa AbnaP, tka Naa*Ma Kkaa OakaPar Malaal 
PariaMPbla AkaMP, Kb«i OakaPar MaaM 
Kaaaai AN Mina, OakikaaPa Kawaa PaO OyaP 
HaiiaPPta AfcMiP, Kkaa taWk MaaM (Tlpfaia) 


iaraft AO. Mr. MP. 

OaraM, tka Naa*kla Mr. Pfaariwrt 
Obakrakarty, Oaka HaraaPn Racayia 
OMppaaPala. Mr. 4 . W. 
Oara t ar p il aa ,*Mr. K. I. 

Oai. RM laMk Aaakal Okaapra 


MaaPal, Mr. AaaHa Ul 
MaaPal, Mr. Oaaka Oabarl 
MmPM, tka Naa*Mt Mr. PagaaPra Ralk 
MaalraPPIa AfckwM, MaaM 
MalkalP,10r. P. M. 

MaktMaaP AN. KkM RakaPar 


Parkat Oaaa Kkaaaai, itfaai 
PaMal QaaPIr, Kkaa OakaPar MmM 
Mar Rakaaw, Mr. (Daaaa) 

Paalar taknaa, Kkaa OakaPar (MyaMaMnk) 
•M P M a j, Mr. 0.. 0. 1. K. 

•alaai Rakkaal AkaaaaaP, MaaM 


Margaa, Mr. 0., O.I.K. 

MiMaM All MaRtk, MaaM M. 
MaatMaMl Nao, MaM«i MP. 
MakawaaP ikraklM, MmpM 
MakaBMMi Mnoaa, MaaM 
MalMMMaP laraR. MaaM 
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MAmMli MWiMHi, KfcM lifeAiir ■mM 
McrfM, m Ma'M* Mr, TirikMlk, M.I.E. 
MMtk, Mr. MikMAi Itkarr 
MkMi iw i MPA, tto N««’klf Kkmjk Sir, K.A.I.I. 
MMnNMlAt Mr. K. 
tiNnri, Mr. ProMM Dtk 
mnmn AkMfk. tmi 
torAjil litan, Mr. 

•kiktktMiA. Ik« NmH* Mr. Kkwalt. e.1.1. 
tkanMMli Akmti KkMiluiK' Mr. 

•hifkk, IkkH Kifctin Ntlk 

The Ayes being 60 and the 


mnar, MM Utte Mm4a 
•M it, Mr. A K. 

Mwfe, Mr. A. P. 

•toVMSM, Mr. R. A. H. 
tvkmmrAjr, tk* NM'Mt Mr. N. t. 
TtalnMia Kkn. tfek Nm’U* Mr. 
TkkrnM, Mr. t. M. 

WtiiMr, Mr. J. 1. 

Vnaf AH ek*M<ktry, Mr. 

zaitr Rskmia Ikak OkMtfkirf, Maalff 


Noes 73, the motion was lost. 


Adjournment 



p.m., till 4 p.m. on Monday, the 
Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935* 

The Asskmuly met in the Assembly House. Caleuttn, on Monday, the 
5th March, 1945, at 4 i>.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the TTon'ble Mr. Syed Nwsiiek Aia) in the ('hair, 12 
Hou’ble Ministers and 172 members. 

Want of Quorum. 

(As soon as Starred (Question No. 127 was called the attention of 
Mr. Speaker was drawn b) the fact that there was no quomm. The bell 
was then rung* and afterwards it was found that there was quorum. 1 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwert were ghren) 

Illness of Miss Kamala Das Gupta, B.A., a seourity priioner. 

•127. Miss MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: Will the llon’hle Minister in 
chargro (1 the Home (Jails) Department he plea-sed to state — 

(а) if it is a fact that Miss Kamala Das (lupta, n.A., a security prisoner 

in the IVsideucy Jail, is suffering from a serious illness and that 
her conditions are alarming; 

(б) what arrangements have been made for her medical treatment; 

(c) whether disease has been diagnosed; 

(d) if so, what is the diagnosis; 

(e) whether any expert examined her; 

(/) if so, who and when ; 

{g) what was her weight at the time she was taken into the jail and 
her present weight; and 

(h) whether she is having rise in temperature now? 

Khan Bah^ur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon*ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuildin): (n)y (r) and (d) The prisoner has been suffering from 
tuberculosis of the spine hut her condition is not alaniiing, 

(6) She was sent to the Medical College Hospitals for treatment but she 
refused to undergo the treatment — operative or offherwise — recommended by 
Lieut. -Colon el Anderson and Dr. L. M. Banerjee. 

(e) and (f) Colonel Anderson of the Medical College Hospitals examined 
her in Noveralier, 1943, and Dr. L. M. in .Vpril, 1944. 

iff) Weijg^ht on admission — 104 lbs. 

Weight at present^ — ^99 lbs 

(/i) No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: With reference t/i answer (h) will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether, while refusing to undergo the 
treatment, she did assign any reason for her refusal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, she did. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased 
to state what objection was made? 
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KInuI Bfthidlir MOHAMMED ALIS She stated that she would refuse 
to underfiro the treatment while in detention. 

Mr. NISHITHA HATH KUNDU; Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he thinks it desirable to release her on the irround 
of health y 

Khftil BBhidur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir, not at present. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that the only 
treatment for such disease is complete rest 

Mr. SPEAKER: You are giving? your ow^n opinion. But you are not 
an expert in the line, so you cannot say that. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that she will 
have to take complete rest, what apprehension there is in the mind of the 
Government that if she is released she will take to subversive movement 
or other movements? 

Mr. SPEAKER* That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From the answer just ^^iven to my 
question do we understand that Miss Das (rupta was stuit to the Medical 
Oollej(e Hospital aj^ainst her will? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. She was sent to the 
Medical Colle|?e Hofi])ital for treatment and Dr. L. M, Banerjee and Lt,- 
Col. Anderson prescribed that she should underjfo some treatment and they 
prescribed that there should be a plaster of Paris jacket but she refused to 
undergo the treatment because she was in detention. 

Famala aeourity firisoners and their treatment at Eden HoeiMtal. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU; Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (duils) l>e|mrtment lie pleased to stnte whether it is a 
factr— 

(a) that lady security prisoners, if ill and sent to the Kden Hospital, 

MtHlicuI College, are always placed under the treatment of 
p]ur<q)ean Surgeon and ijot under an Indian Surgeon; 

(b) that Mrs. lieela Uoy, m.a., a security piisoner, when admitted for 

kidney troubles into the Fdeii Hospital, Medi(*al College, for the 
second time after surgical «j)cratiou for fibroid was transferred 
from Medical (’ollege to the Dinajpur Jail before urine culture 
report was ready and available and completion of her treatment 
there and Colonel Murray consented to her transfer in the cir- 
cumstance stated alxive; 

(c) that she is yet undergoing inedienl treatment in tlie Dinajpur Jail; 

((1) that Sreemati Tima Guha, security prisoner in the Pi'eaidency Jail, 

was examined by Colonel MiiiTay who sent her back to the Presi- 
dency Jail as the Surgeon diagnosed that she had no disease at 
all?‘ 

(e) that the said Sreejiiati Umu Guha developed serious illness only two 
days after the aforesaid examination by Colonel Murray, and 
sent to emergency de]iortment; and 

(/) that Colonel Murray this time found on examination her complaint 
true and admitted her in the Eden Hospital ? 

Kiian Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bMialf of tha Hon’blo KhMja 
Sir Naiimuddin): (a) Female y^ecuriu* prisoners are admitted in the 
Medical College Hospitals (Eden Hospital in case of female diseases) after 
ascertaining that beds are available. After admission it is left entirely to 
the hospital authorities to decide under which Surgeon or physician the 
patient will be kept. There is no hard and fast rule in this matter. 
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(h) Mrs. Leela Roy was under tbe treatmt^nt of Dr. M. N. Sarkar durincf 
heil* second admission in the Eden Hos{ntaL As he was of opinion that there 
was nothing wrong with the prisoner and as she was found fit for travel she 
was transferred to the Dinajpur Jail for administrative reasons. Her urine 
culture report was subsequently sent to Dinajpur. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) to (/) The prisoiKu- was first examimNi by Colonel Murray who did 
not (‘onsider her admission neoessarv at that stage. After a few days she 
had uterine haemorrhage and was admitted in the hospital for necessary 
treatment. 

Mr. ATUL CHAMDRA SEN: With refe rence to answers in) and (h) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether exeept Mrs. Lila Roy 
who, as it appears from the answer, w^as under the treatment of an ln<lian 
Surgeon in the hospital, any other lady security prisoner has lM*en under 
the treatment of an Indian Surgeon? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: W ill the Tlon ble Minister be 
jdeased to state why Mrs. l>€‘ela Rov was transferred to the Dinajpur Jail 
and the transfer was not {)08tponed till the urine culture report was available? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Firstly, she was transferred to the 
Dinajpur Jail tor udiiiinistrative reasons, as I liave already staUnl in my 
rejdy So far as the (piestion of. urine etilture report was concerned, 
tluit was necessarv fr)r subsequent treatment for which a whole course was 
])reseribed by Dr. M. X. Sarkar. The rej>ort was sent Dinajpur where 
the Medical Officer in charge of se<*urity prisoners would follow the course 
of t leaf men 1 prescnhed by Dr. M. X. Sarkar. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: W’ill the Tlon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many days after she had left for Dinajpur the urine 
culture report was available? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: w;i)] the llon'ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state how’ many days after Sretunafi Uma (inha was sent back to the 
VrcNidcncy Jail she was again cxamincnl for the second time by Co). 
Murray? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notici. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it a fact that tmly after two days 
rd' her first examination hy Col. Murray she developed symptoms of uterine 
haejnorrhage and vva> sent back to Me<lical (’ollegt* for examination? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 <annot say, after luiw nuiny 
days, but after exannnation by Col. Murray when she was sent bnck to tbe 
jail she had uteriim haeimtrrhage and she was sent back to the Meilical 
College Hospital and re-examined hy C(d. Murray. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: W’^ith reL‘renee to reply (n), if is 
[juite certain that Col. Murray waa very much indifferent — 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y (HI (‘iiniiot say Hial. Thai i-i a <|i)csli(in iit opinion. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Because she was sent^ 

Mr.' SPEAKER: Tliat is another matter. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it a fa^t (hat she was S 4 *nt to 
he Medical College after definite diagmysis of the diseas<* and was sent 
here only to be examined by a specialist for eemfirmation? 
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Khtn Bfthadur MOHAMMED ALI: She was sent to the Medical 
Colley Hospitals for ex^ination by some sj^cialists. jCol. Murray 
examined her and was of opinion that her admission was not necessarj’ in 
the Medical College Hospitals. She could receive treatment as an outdoor 
patient. After her return to the jail, she develojied uterine haemorrhage 
when she was sent back to the Medical College Hospitals. Col. Murray 
examined her again and took up her treatment as an indoor patient. 

MFi NI8HITHA MATH KUNDU: My definite infonnation is that she 
wiiH sent there, after definite diagnosis of the uteiine trouble, only for 
(•onfirmution of that after examination by a medical expert. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That does not matter in the least. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I want to drive at 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot drive at anything. You can only a>k 
for facts. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: T am asking whether it is a fact 
that she was sent to the Medical College after definite diagnosis by tbe jail 
medical officer only for tbe purpose of confirmation as to whether the 
diagnosis that was made by the jail medical officer wa>? right or not!^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of the fact whether 
there was any definite diagnosis or not. There was a diagnosis to the 
effect that she was sulfenng from uU*rine trouble hut whether the exact 
nature of the trouble was diagnosed or not I am not aware. Col. MuiTay 
examined the security prisoner and he was of opinion that her admission 
as indoor patient was not necessary and she was sent hack. So far as 
uterine haemorrhage was concerned, this occurred later and she was sent 
hack to the Medical College Hospitals. The prisoner was again examined 
by Col. Murray who took her in charge as an indoor j)atient and treated 
her. 

Mf. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’hle Minister tliink 
it desirbale to further enquire iuto the matter whether during the first 
examination C(d. Murray was careless, indift'ereni and negligent? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise., There is no question of 
indifference. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir. I want to elicit fswts You 
do not allow me. We have definite infonnation that Col. Murray is always 
very negligent and careless. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You cannot discuss the conduct of a medical officor 
in the course of putting supplementary questions. That is another matter. 
You cannot discuss. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, T am not discussing. Is he the 
Governor of Bengal? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. If you think that a certain Govern- 
ment oflicer is not doing his duties propeHy, you will have ample opj»or- 
tunities of discussing the conduct of that officer in course of the budget 
discussion, but you cannot discuss that in course of ([uestions. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: May I ask you. Sir, w'beber we are 
prevented from asking questions which will elicit information regarding 
his careless conduot? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cauDot ask whether it is a fact that he was 
indifferent, negligent and all-such things. You cannot put questions like 
that. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, the life of a security prisoner 
is valuable. 
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Ufa SPEAKER: That is another matter. You can discuss this 
inatteff threadbare on some other occasion, but this is question time which 
should be utilised for the purpose of eliciting facts only, 

Mr. HI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, 1 am trying to elicit the fact 
whether he was careless and negligent in his duties. 

Mr* SPEAKER: That is a matter of inference from certain other 
facts. If you ask for facts, you can jusk (jiiestions on them, but you cannot 
ask questions for opinion. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I am asking for facts only. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Do that. I am always ready to allow that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference U> answers (c) and (d) 
to if) will the Hoii’ble Minister he pleased b) staU* whether Miss pn\a Uuha 
compiained of uterine liaemorrhagc at the time of admission in the Medical 
College? . 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: At the time of the second admis- 


8 ion — yes. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: At the time of the first admission!' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I iune n.> iiifnniuiii.ui. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the lloii’hle Minister please 
emisider the (lesiriihility ot emiuiriii(r whether Miss lima Uuha complained 
of uterine haemorrhage at the time ol the first admissmiiy 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It will s*-rve m. useful purpose by 
makiiiir that, emiuiiy imw he. ause she has reeeivml her treatment and she 
i. no Imifrer sufieiiiii; tniin uterine tniuhle. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the llnu’hle MinisU-r please 
emisider the (lesirui.ilit> ..I em|uiiiuK into the matter not hecause hnj 
already recovered hut empiire into the delinquenev nl a Uovernment oBieial. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The .lueslim. of delimiueney does 
uol arise in this ease. When C.d. Murray- examined her his considered 
oninimi was that her admission into the Medical ( olleKC Il<wpit.als as ail 
iiidooi- iiatieiit was not necessary. He thonirht that if he eonhl prcMTihe a 
course ot ti'eatmcnt slic could undcruo that treatment in the hospitals as 

an outdoor patient. Suhseiiuent.ly. when her hecame acute, he 

revised his opinion. He accepted her us an indiM.i patient, treated her and 
she has now recoveretl. 

Mr ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Ilon'hle Minister bo pleased 
to state whether Col. Murray was told that she was sufteriiiR from utenne 
haemorrhage? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware. 

Mr NI8HITHA MATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
„lea^ to state whether, for the punmee of future careful exammation. 
(ioverment think it desirable to en<iuire as to whether Miss IJma ttuha 
complained of uterine haemorrhage at the time of her first admission. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No enquiry is necessary. I may 
inform the honourable member that the greatest possible c;are is taken of 
seeuritv prisoners with regard to medical attention and assistance. 

Mr. ATUL CHAMORA SEN: That is the burden of your song always. 

Dr. Suresh Chandra Banarjaa, M.L.A., a security priMiner. 

•128 Dr. BUREBH CHANDRA BANERdEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department lie pleased to state 
whether it is fact- 

tit that Dr Suresh Chandra Banerjee. u.l.a., at present a secnnTy pri- 
soner in the Eajahahi Central Jail, wrote a letter to the Deputy 



388 


QUESTIONS. 


[5th Mabch, 


Secretary to tile (fovernment of Beugal, Home (Jails) Depart- 
ment, on 7th June, 1944, requesting him to permit Dr. Banerjee 
to receive money and articles from Sjta. Alokana Devi and four 
others ; 

(ii) that Dr. Banerjee sent a reminder to the Deputy Secretary on 8th 
August, 1944, informing him that in the absence of any per- 
mission from the (Government it was not being possible for him 
to receive any money or articles from outside and as a result he 
was suffering a good deal of difficulty; and 

(Hi) that the letter containing the necessary permission to receive money 
and articles was sent by the Deputy Secretary on 29th August, 
1944, and was receivcMl by Di*. Banerjee on 9th September, 1944? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why out ot five persons 
of different jilaces mentioned in the letter of June 7, pern)ission was given 
to receive money and articles from one person only? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): {n) Yes. 

(h) Three (»f the persons are not siiitahh' tor having transactions with 
the security prisoner. Permission has been given in regard to the other 
two. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: W ith retercncc to answer (h), will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state what are the dis(pia]ifieation> of <)»e>e 
three persons tliat rendered them nnsuitalde for any transaction ^ith 
Dr. Banerjee? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am atraid, jtir Nccuritv reasons 
I cannot answer that (pH‘stion. 

Transfer of some Defence of India Rules prisoners to Delhi. 

•m Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: {a) Will the llon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Home iGepurtment he pleased to state — 

(0 if it is a fact that do |)ersoiiN arrestcMl nndei the rule 129 (»l the 
Defence of India Rules were transferred to Delhi from different 
jails in Bengal before the expiry of the jceriod of two months 
during the iktickI between the 25th diih and bth September, 
1948; and . i , 

(it) whether such transfer was made with the knowledge and approval 
of the llon’hle Minister? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state the reasons for such large scale transfer from Bengal 
and subsequent repatriation thereto? 

(c?) Will the Hon’hle Minister l)e pleased to state — 

(i) if it is a fact that the Ohief Ommissioner of Delhi jiassed the order 

of detention under rule 20 at the instance of the Government 
of Bengal; 

(ii) if it is a fact that the large sciale transfer was resorted to in order 
to circumvent the judgment of the Calcutta High Court declaring 
the validating Ordinance invalid; and 

(UL) what prevented the Government of Bengal from arresting and 
detaining the aforesaid Iversons under Regulation III of 1818? 

(d) Will the Hoii’hle Ministei’ he pleased to state — 

(t) whether he was satisfied liefore ordering the transfer to Delhi that 
there would be satisfactory arrangement of Bengali diet for 
those persons in Delhi and that they would not be subject^ to 
indignities and humiliation unknown in Bengal; 
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iiv) 

(r) 

(Vi) 

(vii) 


whether the security prisoner Sj. Taradas BhatUcharyya now 
detained at the Dum l>um Central Jail after repatriation wm kepi 
handcuffed for 24 hours in l^wly Irwin Hospital during his stay 
there for 18 days; 

whether the security prisoners were repatriated in a prison van which 
scarcely had any arrangements for ventilation ; 

whether 34 security prisoners were huddled together in 4 cages of 
the van measuring 4J feet by 7J feet each; 
whether during the journey lasting 3 days and nights there was no 
arrangement of water and sufficient food ; 
whether one Khan Musufzai suffere<l from blotxl |>oisoning on the 
way; and 

whether the Hon'ble Minister projwses — 

(1) to enquire into the facts stated above, and 

(2) take suitable action thereon? 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwa)a 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) and ^r) (i) Yes. 

(h) and (c)(n) The transfer was necessitated by the fact that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal were at that time unable to exercise jH)wer8 of detention 
under rule 2() of the Defence of India Buies. 

[in) As the necessity of detention of the persons was primarily connected 
with the defence of British India orders under Begulation 111 of 1818 could 
ai»pn>in*iately have l>een jiassed only by the (Vntrul Government. 

{(I) (i) to (ri) I have not re<eived any such coniidaints from the prisoners 
con<‘<‘nie4l. 

i rii) No. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With referenct* to answer {If) and (c) 
will (Tovcrnment be pleased to state whether competent legal ofdnion was 
con^tilltMl as to whether they did not niahe themselves liable to pnweentifui 
for' liaving eir('umvented the order <d the (’aleuUa High (’ourt? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask tm notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: AVill the Ilon’hle Mini ^ter be pleased 
to state whether the ( loveiiimeiit of Bengal aseert.'iined if tln‘se people 
committed an\ otVenee in Dellii b>r which they were di'tained under the 
Ollier of the (iiief roinmissioiier of Delhi? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honiMirable memhcr t-o 
the rejdy alread\ given so far as ih) and (r) (n) are concerned. 1 have 
nothing further to add. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With lefeienee to answer ir) (///), do 1 

understand thi' (iovernnierd to siiy that ihvy cannot arrest any person in 

Berrgal under Hegulalimi III of 1818? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of opinion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: No, Sir. I suhnril this i*. not a question 

ot ojrinnm. It i> a question of fact. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When you put a question of “ean'' or ‘‘cannot’', it is 
purely tt cjueHtion of opinion. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to answer (d) (i) 
to (ri)* will the Hoirble Minister be pleased to state whether any enquiry 
was made into the eomplainta after this question was received? 

Khm BulNMliir MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (c) (ut), do I 
understand the Government to say that these persons constitute no menace 
to Bengal in particular but to India in the abstract? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have nothing further to add to 
what I have stated in reply to (c) {Hi). 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of making an enquiry into the complaint 
suggested in the questions (d) (t) to (m)? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already said that I am not 
aware whether an enquiry was held or not or whether an information was 
obtained. 

Deaths oauaed by Railway accidents and Military vehicles. 

•131. Dr. BANAULLAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) thana by thana how many people died by — 

(i) railway accidents, and 

(it) by being run over by Military vehicles 

in the district of Chittagong during the calendar year liH4, i.e., 
from the 1st of January, 1944, up to date; and 

(b) what steps are being taken by the respective authorities to minimise 

such accidental deaths? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (cn behalf of the Hcn’ble Khwaja 
Sir Naiimuddin): («) Statement showing the number of deaths by rail- 
way accidents, and by militarv' vehicles, thana bv thana, is laid on the 
Table, 

(b) Sign boards have been put up at the entrance and exit of thickly 
populated villages along the road giving direction to control the speed limit 
of vehicles. 

Statement referred to in reply to fttarred queMion No. 131 showing the number of deaths 

by railway accidents and by military vehicles, thana by thana, duriruj the 

calendar year, 1944. 


1. 

(1) 

Name of thana. 

Kotwali 


CJ) 

Number of 
death.s by 
railway 
accidents. 

6 

(J) 

Number of 
deaths by 
military 
vehicles. 

7 

2. 

Double Moorings 


3 

1 

3. 

Panohalaish 


1 

2 

4. 

Hathazari 


1 

6 

5. 

Boalkhali 


Nil 

3 

6. 

Satkania 


Nil 

4 

7. 

Patiya 


4 

5 

8. 

Chakaria 


m 

8 

9. 

Cox’s Bacar 


m 

10 

la, 

,Ramu 


Nil 

a2 

n. 

TJkhia ^ .. 


m 

1 

12. 

Teknaf 


m 

2 

13. 

Sitakund 

. . 

2 

NU 


Total 

.. 

17 

61 
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Klum Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED GHOWDHURI: cmci a cm 

w^i Rvfcf cm c^n m f%f 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question of compensation is 
under the consideration of Government. 

Khan Bahadur HaJi BADI AHMED GHOWDHURI: cv«t ^ 

fir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 

Khan Bahadur Ha]! BADI AHMED GHOWDHURI: -<\ym 

(TRi ^ ^ »pnTit^ ! ^fir ^ fwm\ 

m ^us ^cvi 

Mr. SPEAKER: 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED GHOWDHURI: ^rnf^ommcm 
accident^ij f^‘<rTi (TTfa nil, nil ; c»rtTR CfR CiR »lt^ 

’TtTSsrrfsnn , «fRf7 cvR or i ^csrtf (?RtR ortH or^ct 

accid(‘nt ?’r3 i 

Mr. SPEAKER: cTO tfl *n, 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED GHOWDHURI: ^cm cnifirc«t« 

«R7 siRTfir^ i ^ wv ?! f»R i mtryf 

^ ^ cvsin !nr -srir i 

Mr. SPEAKER: ^ ’n i TTi 

fV 5R I 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So far as 1 understand him what 

he meant to say is lhat in the statement the word “nil’' has been shown 
tqrainst the thanas lloalkhali, Satkania and others and he draws the atten- 
tion of the House i4i the fact that as there is no railway line, there is no 
possibility of an aeeident, and wants to know' w'hy Government have put 
down the word “nil”. Sir, that is no question at all. We have given the 
statement thana by thmja. In those thanas no railway accidents took place 
and that is why the word ’‘nil” has been shown against them, as w^e nave 
got to show “nil” there. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED GHOWDHURI: 

Tfivr R’fTR '»fTC^ railway accident JiV, TJ motor accidents 

I C’RtR railway accident ♦ftR sn I R^ffR 

nil nil (?T^ bctii ^ « 

Mr. SPEAKER: »rt*RR m imi ^ i 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED GHOWDHURI: R>r 9 mrR t 

cror question^ i 

Mr. SPEAKER : tJ ^ ^ « • 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED GHOWDHURI: »rfRRf (^uo«- 

tionn rail accidents C»lT^ m fmc% 4T^ motor byke aocidenU 

wwt ^ f^RfOF ; OrtTR C¥R Stiisf m I Cft? Cf*l »rttsT »(tt Cfb! 

Cfsi accident you ^ — 

Mr. SPEAKER : m 4 W wtRhRt diacusaknwv m 


^flRR I 
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Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED DHOWDHURI: ’Pnr ^ 

3|7t*lfOrW 11^ I 4 ^ I I 

Mr. SPEAKER : to ^ tosr i 

Disposal of cars, buses ahci trucks after disbamftment of A.R.P. 
orgaitisation. 

M32. Mr. EYED BAH/^BE ALAM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact thai 
the A.R.P. organisation is being disbanded in Bengal? 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be jdeased to state what steps the 
Government propose to take in disposing of the cars, buses and trucks requi- 
sitioned by Government for the purpose? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the previous owners^ of these vehicles will be given first 

option for the purchase of the car or vehicles formerly owned by 
them; and 

(ii) if not, why not? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddin): (a) Orders have issued for the disbandment of the 
A. R. 1’. organisation in all areas except Calcutta, Howrah, Hooghly, 24- 
Parganas, Khargpur, Dacca, Narayanganj, Bhairab and A. R. P. areas in 
the Chittagong Division. 

(h) The vehicles available in the disbanded areas will be disposed in 
accordance with the instructions laid down by Government of India in the 
matter. Serviceable cars, buses and lorries available in the disbanded areas 
will first be utilised in meeting the A.ll.P. requirements of the Province 
and thereafter the needs of other Departments of Government. The balance, 
if any, will be offered for sale to the publi<‘ through dealers. 

(r) (i) Tf any vehicles become available for sale to the public, their })re- 
vioiH ow'ners will be given “first refusal”. 

(//) Does not arise. 

Mr. A. F. BTARK' W^ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to explain it 
the previous owners wu’ll be offered the vehicles at the prices at which they 
were requisitioned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Yes, Sir, less certain percentage 
for depreciation for the use of the vehicles. 

Mr. A. F. BTARK: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state it 
any profit made on the sale of vehicles to the public w ill be handed back to 
the owners from wdiom the cars were requisitioned? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That matter is under the con- 
sideration of Government, and the matter has been referred to the Govern- 
ment of India. As a matter of fact, some lorries dismwed of by Govern men 1 
have fetched higher prices than those at which they were acquired by 
Government, and, therefore, the matter of paying surplus to the previous 
owmers is under the consideration of the Government of India and theii 
orders are being expected on the subject. 

DamobiliaatiiNi of A.R.P. Borvicaa. 

^13B^ Mr. BYED BAH ABE ALAM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
dharge of the Home Department be pleased to stsite whether it is a fact that 
the, A.R.P. organisation he disbanded aU over Bengal except 

Calcutta and industrial ar^P 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps the 
Government propose to take to — 

(t) find employment for the large number of young men who have done 
their duty in doing their **lnf ’ for defence of their country and 
their people; and 
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(h) rewards or compensation or gratuity to tiieso mou? 

(c) In what manner and by what time do Government propose to imi^e- 
ment their declared policy and promise to give priority and 'preference to 
these men in appointments to substantive |iosts in Government service f 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of tho H0A*hia Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (of) No. Instructions have already issued for complete 
demobilisation of A.K.P. services in the l*rovincc by the 28th February, 
1945, except in the following areas: — 

(1) A.R.P. areas of Calcutta. Howrah, Hooglily, 2‘1-Pargnnn8 and 

Kiargpur. 

(2) A.R.P. areas of Dacca, Narayaiigaiij and Hhairab Basnr. 

(3) A.R.P. areas in the Chittagong Division. 

(6)(t). (1) The District Magistrates ol ait^as fiom which A.R.P. has l>eeii 
disbanded have been asked to make eveT\ effort to absorb the personnel to 
be dischargwl in other branches of (ioveinincnl .service. 

(2) The Controllers of areas in which A.R.P. still exist have l)een asked 
to fill up their existing vacancies by the |>eisonnei to he discharged, 'rho 
number of vacancies in the alwve areas has been hroiighi to the notice of 
the Controllers of disbanded uieus. 

(3) All departments of this Goveniinent, leitain officers of tho Govern- 
ment of India, and the General Muuageis of the Railways, have bi^n fur- 
nished with a list of personnel to \ye dis( hargetl and requested to give pre- 
ference to the A.R.P. workers of disban<led araus and to condone age-limits 
in making appointments. 

(4) The Controllers of disbanded ureas have been instructed to |M*epaie 
card indexes containing names, arldresses, qualifications, statement of ser- 
vice rendered and employment desired in resiiect of personnel to be dis- 
charged. 

These are being collected in the office ot the Officer-in-charge, Post-Raid 
Information Servdee, Calcutta, which is, among other duties, serving as u\ 
employment exchange. They are being tJassified and forwarded Uy the 
apiwopriate employing authorities on the losis of the information availnlilo 
in the card indexes. This process is likidy to facilitate the employment of 
A.R.P. workers of the disbanded areas. The results will he watohwl and 
personal contact, where necessary, will \ye esiablished so as to ensure that tho 
cases of A.R.P. personnel receive proper consideration of tho employing 
authorities. 

(5) Steps are also being taken to find out employment for them in— > 

(i) the Armed Forces— both technical and non-technical side, 

(ii) Civil Pioneer Force, and 

in all^of^which^rWe are almost unlimited opportunities for recruitment. 

(6) The question of training of suitable personnel as primary school 
teachers is under examination. 

The question of absorption of casualty service personnel both male 
and female in appropriate services under Public Health and Local Self- 
Government Department is also under examination. 

(8^ Some of them mav also get the benefit of various Schemes now under 
consideration of the PostlWar Reconstruction Committee. 

(b)(ii) No provision has been made for paymeni of compensation or 
rewards to the discharged A.R.P. personnel but they will be «ven, subject 
' to certain conditions, gratuity equivalent to one month's pay for every coin« 
plated year of service in AjR.P . 
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(c) It will appear from the reply to {b){t) that the employiii|f authori- 
ti^ have already been naked to give preference to A.R.P. workers m making 
appointments to vacancies under them. The result will be awaited and 
further steps, if necessary, will be taken to ensure that the policy is 
implemented. 

Mfi A^ F. STARK: Will ^e Hon1)le Minister be pleased to state if 
Ooveinment will accept responsibility for the provision of employment for 
the disbanded A. R. P. personnel? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government are attempting to get 
them absorbed in the various branches of services under Government, but 
they ( iiunot undertake the entire responsibility for doing so. 

Mff A. Ft STARK: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
Government has prepared a coniprehensive scheme for the absorption of all 
A.R.P. personnel in Government service or any other employment? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already indicated in my 
rcjdy the various ways in which Government is attempting to absorb these 
A. il. l^ workers. 

Mr. A. Ft STARK: Will the Hon'ble ‘Minister l>e pleased to state if 
Government will e(msider the desirability of preparing a comjueheusive 
scheme in ])la('e ot this haphazard methods indicat4‘d in the reply? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Yes, Sir; if the honourable member 
HO desires, the matter will he looked into. 

Communal strength of contractors of Communications and Works 
Department. 

*1d4. Maulvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the (Communications and Works (Irrigation ) Department be pleased 
to state — 

(n) how many contractors (A) Muslims, (H) Hindus, ((^) Marwaris, 
(D) Scheduled ('astes and (E) others are on the lists up till the 
31st Octol)er, 1944; 

(6) how many of them are first class contractors — showing their names 
and Home districts; and 

(c) w'iiether it is a fact that the contractors have to deposit 10 per cent, 
of the contract money? 

Mr. «l. N. GUPTA (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna 
Pain): (n) On tiie dlst October, 1944, there were 366 Muslim and 593 non- 
Muslim contractors on the list. It is not known how many of the non- 
Muslim cifhtrtwtors are Hindus, Marwari, Scheduled Caste, etc. 

(b) A list of first class c*ou tractors showing their names is appended here- 
with. Their Home districts are not known. 

(c) Generally earnest money is not taken from contractors for works in 
the Irrigation Branch. But sometimes in executing urgent worlw required 
to be completed within a definite time, contractors are required to deposit 
'c^e^tain amount of earnest money which is much less than 10 per cent, of 
the contract money. There is, however, no fixed percentage but a reasonable 
lump sum earnest money is required to be deposited. 

A LIST OF THE FiEST ClASS CONTa.\CTOKS SHOWING THEIR N.4M£$. 

Muslim Contractors, 

(6) Messrs. Construction and 
Supplying Corooration. 

(6) Maulvi Sheik ^har Mondal. 

(7) Messrs. Beoigal Mutual En- 
gineering Works. 

(8) Messrs. N. Hoasain A Cb. 


(1) Abdul Bari Khaii. " 

(2) Messrs. ZaLidi A Co. 

f8) Messm ShaliuMr Bngineer- 
: iiig A' Gd ' ■ 

(4) Messrs.' Bengal Cemstruction 
A Oo. 
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(9D Messrs. Asiatic Construction 
Oo. 

(10) Messrs. Kazi & Co. 

(11) Messrs. K. 0, Ahmed & 

Co. 

(12) M. A. Baker. 


(13) Messrs. A. Sobur A Co. 

(14) Muslim India Co. 

(15) Messrs. N. Zaman A Son. 

(16) North Bengal Trading Syn- 

dicate. 

(17) Maulvi Abdul Halim. 


Xon-M usl i m Con irot forit . 


(1) Messrs. S. K. Mitra & Co, 

(2) Messrs. United Engineering 

& Co. 

(3) Babu H. N. Mukherjee. 

(4) Messrs. A. Pandit & Bros. 

(5) Mr. K. C. Bhowmic. 

(6) Babu Haladhar Biswas. 

(7) Messrs. Narain Das llari 

Vansh A Co. 

(8) Messrs. Bengal & Assam 

Tradin,g Co. 

(9) Messrs. R. K. Roy A Son. 
■ (10) Babu B. M. Sen. 

(11) Rai Bahadur Seth Teomal. 

(12) Messrs. P. C. Hitter & Co. 


(13) Balm Lalit Mohan Ohose. 

(14) Babu (ladadhar Bern. 

(15) Babu D. B. Mukherjee. 

(16) Seth Bepari Mill. 

(17) Babu P. N. Ban. 

(IS) Balm B. ('. (ihosh. 

(19) Babu Kedar Nath (ioria. 

(20) Messrs. Jewan Ram (langa- 

ram . 

(21) Messrs. R. Mitter A Co. 
C22) Babu Rajendra Nath Sen. 

(23) Babu Monoranjan Nath. 

(24) Messrs. India Construction 

Co., Titd. 

<’25) Messrs. Regtmt Estates f.td. 


Contractors for .special works and repairs of nnEDOKUs 
Non-Mndim ConlrticioTs. 


(1) Messrs. Garden Reach 

Workshop, Ltd. 

(2) Messrs. Hooghly llocking 

and Engineering. 

(3) Messrs. Pori Engineering 

Works. 

(4) Messrs. Burn & Co., Ltd. 

(5) Messrs. Kilburn & Co., Ltd. 

(6) Messrs. Shalimar Works 

Ltd. 

(7) Me.ssrs. BalKJOck and Wilcox 

Ltd. 

(8) Messrs. Stewarts Llovds 

Ltd. 

(9) Messrs. Macneil A Co. 


(10) Messrs. A. L. Godden A 

Co. 

(11) Messrs. T. G. Mncarthey. 

(12) Messrs. Jessop A Co. 

(13) Messrs, Bnlmer Lawrio A 

Co. 

(14) Messrs. Martin A Co. 

(15) Messrs. Bird A Co. 

(16) Messrs. Kumnrdhuhi h)n- 

gineering Works. 

(17) Messrs. T. E. Thomson A 

Co. 

(18) Messrs. lyyall Marshall A 
Co. 

(19) Robert Machon A Co., Ltd. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister he 
►leased to tell us whether amongst the Muslim contractors Messrs. Shalimar 
Engineering A Co. is a registered firm? 


Mr. J. N. GUPTA: No. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Honhle Minister be 
plea^ to tell us who are the partners of that firmf 

Mr. d. N. GUPTA: I want notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon^le Minister be 
pleased to tell us who are the partners of Messrs. Bengal Construction k Oo. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: I want notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us when the following companies, namely, Messrs. Zahidi 
A Co., Messrs, Shalimar Engineering A Co., Messrs. Bengal Construction 
A Co., and Messrs. Construction and Supplying Corporation, came into 
ejristence? 
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Mr. J. M. GUPTA: It iff not available in the record that is now wii 
me and I want notice. 

Mr. NiSHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be possible for the Hon b 
Minister to enlighten us if the Hon’ble Mr. Shahabuddin is in any wj 
iniejested in the firm of Messrs. Shaliinar Engineering & Co.P 

Mr. 4. N. GUPTA; No. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In Messrs. Bengal Constructic 
& Co.P 

Mr. il. N. GUPTA: No. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that he does n( 
know' the iianies of the paiiiiers (»f these firms how can he say whethf 
Mr. Shahabuddin is not a partner of Messrs. Shalimar Engineering & Co. 

Mr. SPEAKER: As regards the names of partners he says that he do< 
not know and as regards the question whether Mr. Shahabuddin is a partm 
the answer also is “No". 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: T asked whether Mr. Shahabuddi 
was in any way inttu-ested in Messrs. Shalimar Engineering & Co. and if I 
does not know the names of the partners how can he say that Mr. Shaln 
huddin is not a ]>artnerP 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is only an inft^renee but that is not a questio 
foi- eliciting information. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the ITon’ble MinisU*r consider tl 
desinthility of enquiring whether the Ilon’hle Mr. Shahabuddin was s 
any lime or is now' a partner of Messrs. Shalimar Engineering & Co. an 
Messrs. Bengal Construction & f'o.P 

Mr. N. GUPTA: Ft IS not necessary. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ; Is the IloiCble Minister aware tli 
the Shalimar Engineering & Co has taken no contract from the Gover: 
ment of Bengal P 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: No. 

Remarks of Public Accounts Committee of ISdia Government in respect i 
denial measures adopted in Bengal. 

/135. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Hon’b 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department l>e pleased to state — 

(/) whether the attention ot the Government lias been drawm to tl 
remarks of the I’uhlir Accounts Committee of the Government 
India in regard to the denial measures adopted in Bengal wh( 
Ja])anese invasion wa> apprehended; 

(//) whether it is a fact that the Bengal Government had acted as age; 
of the Government of India in this matter of denial measures; 

(ill) wiietlier it is a fact that the Public Accounts Committee of tl 
Government of India has i*emarked that the Bengal Governmei 
had issued orders to the Treasur>' Officers to pay out money c 
demand to GoA-ernmeiit officers without the intervention of tl 
Accountant-General ; and 

(ir) whether it is a f^t that the Public Accounts Committee of tl 
Government oi Indiiji has remarked that the Bengal Governmei 
had issued orders to the treasui^ officers to pay out money c 
demand to Government officers in some cases without the nece 
aary safeguard of giving to Ti^asurv^ Officers specimen < 
signatures or even the names of officers wbo are entitled to demai 
payment? 
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(b) If the answers to (t«t) and (ir) are in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Mmwter be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(c) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that in this connection the Public Accounts Committee of the Gfovern- 

ment o? India has clearly stated that they could not see any 
justification whatever for not taking elementary financial 
precautions ; 

(u) that the sums in the neighbourhood of Rs.S crores have been held in 
suspense by the Auditor^General pending audit in connection with 
the matter referred to in (a) and (c) (i); and 

(Hi) that the Public Accounts Committee of the (nivernmeut of India has 
said that they would recommend that the Central Government 
should not accejit the debits if further investigation raises doubts 
as to wlietlier the money was actually spent for the purpose for 
which it was meant? 

(d) If the answers to (m), (iV) and (r} are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the stejis, if any, taken to find out who 
were the persons responsible for this, and the result thereof? 

MINI8TER4N-CHARGE of the Finance Department (the Hon’KMe 
Mr. Tulsi Chandra Coswami): (a) The answer is in the affirmative. , 

(/>) Hi the emergent eonditions which prevailed, Collectors were author- 
ised to exercisf* freely their exi.sting powers under Treasury Rule 27 which 
runs as follows: — 

“A Collector may, in circum.stances of urgency, by an order in writing 
authorise and reijnire a Treasury Officer to make u payment, not being a 
payment of pensi(»n, without (‘om]dying with the provisions of these niles. 
In any sii(*h case Collector shall at once forward a copy of his order and a 
statiMuVnt of the circumstances requiring it, and the Treasury Officer shall 
at once report the })ayment, to the Accountant-General.” 

Rut this authorisation did not in any sense relax the requisite subsisting 
safeguards for the jmrpose of tracing or verifying payments. Where such 
safeguards were not comydied with, it was not because of any instructions 
givmi by Government but jmrely as a result of inadeciuate appreciation by 
local officers of the nature of safeguards required in individual cases. 

(r) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(d) The matter is under examination. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (M, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether (bivermnent issued any 
circular t/O Ikdlectors giving instructiims in this re.speoi? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: My answer is quite 
clear that (jovernment in 1942 authorised the Collector to make use of 
Treiusur>* rule 27 with all safeguards. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister Iw pleased 
to state whether Government will consider the desirability of placing a copy 
of this authorisation letter on the Library table? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: We cannot place 
such a letter before the House. I have already informed you and informed 
the honourable members through my reply (d) what the Government 
instructions exactly were. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (d), will the 
Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state when we may exi)€ct the result the 
examination ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: The enquiry is still 
in progress and the audit is going on. Further, the Government of India 
have been kept informed of the progress of the examination. 



UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(antwm to which were laid on tihe table) 

Biaek-out in trains. 

4Z Bahu BHYAMA FROSAD BARMAN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the CommunJeations and Works Department aware — 

(t) that there are no arrangements for ligfhts in the trains of the Bengal 
and Assam Bailway ; and 

(m) that this total black-out causes gi-eat inconveniences, hardq^hip and 
loss of property to the passengers when boarding and leaving 
trains, which are invariably overcrowded ? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether this black-out 
in the trains is due to the light restriction order of the Government? 

(c) If so, is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of making 
arrangement for shaded lights in the trains? 

MINISTER IN CHARGE of COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain): (a) (t) I am 

aware that in some of the trains running on the Bengal and Assam Railway 
system, there are no arrangements for lights in the compartments. 

(iV) I am aware of the fact that it is causing inconvenience, hardship and 
sometimes loss of property of passengers travelling. 

(6) No. It has been due to acute shortage of electric light bulbs and 
thefts of bulbs from trains. 1-Up, 2-Down, 3-lTp and 4-I)own mails on the 
broad gauge, have, however, been equipped with irOh-clad anti-theft fittings 
and lights have been provided. Three of the broad gauge rakes working on 
6-Up, 6-I)own, 7-Up, 8-Down, ^Up, and 10-Down Mails have also been fitted 
with these fittings and lamps. The work on the remaining rakes is in 
progress and fitting of further rakes will also l)e taken up. 

(c) The Railway Administration informs me that they have made 
arrangements to manufacture iron-clad anti-theft fittings and*^ stock is being 
equipped a** rapidly as shop outturn and the supply of train lighting lamps 
permit, and I am asking them to expedite. 

Khiil Bahadur Hbit BADI AHMED CHOWDHURI: Honourable Member 
cvfcw wWrR Of or jcvr crcl? ^ ’ifn orPi 

allegations % f%? ^ lightfl^ 

CPT — 

Mr. J, N. GUPTA: ^ question^ ’priTs nmfi? ^ni 

Mr. SPEAKER : ^ i tpif ^ ^ ^ f 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: 

Khan Bahadur Hall BADI AHMED CHOWDHURI. public ^ 

Jff VSi Government ’fbFPr fV? 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: ^ 'srtfw wtOf 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURI. ^ 

; A. B. Ry. Zone ^ 

Of ? A. B. Ry.4i ct E. B, Ry,<4i to rrro c¥m tot? ^ ‘ 

crow tnff TOTfi fVr 

Mr, J. N. GUPTA: t TOT? 

Khan Bahadur Haji BAD! AHMED CHOWDHURY ; ^-0, cro n m. 

m a'ffcT aTiB TO cim ? 

Mr.' d. R. BUPTA : c*Ntw ^ to i 
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if refewnce to uiowor (6) where 

of work "tt the remaining rakes ie in pragreea and fitting 

to h^tho -hIZ “P> will the Hon’ble dieter be pleae^ 

to tell the House when the work will be finished? 

Mfi Ja Nt CUPTA: It is not possible to say. 

haJ^^h CHANDRA ROY: In the ease of uj>j>er classes, lighta 

have been^tted up m the coinpartmenhs. Will the Hon‘ble Minister be 
pifased to tell the House whether it is i>ossible for third class and inter- 
mediate class ooiiipartments to be fitted up with lights? 

Mfa J. Na GUPTA: An attempt is being made to provide them. 

, CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

r House when the result of his attempt will In* known to the 
people? 


Mfa ila Nt GUPTA: As soon as fittings and lamps are available. 

NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister defi- 
nitely whether any arrangements have been maile for providing elec- 
bulbs in the Darjeeling Mail, in the Assam Mail (ITp) and in, the 
■Siligun Passengrer ? 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: They have already been i>rovided. 

Mfi NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon'ble Minister know 
that the mail and passenger trains which I have just stated have not been 
fitted with electrical bulbs yet? 

Mft lit N. GUPTA: 1 would refer the honourable member to answer (b). 

Appointment of clerks in the D.I.B.’s omoe. 

43. Mr. MADHU8UDAN SARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing — 


(t) the number of clerks appointed under the D.I.B.'s — 

(1) on probation, and 

(2) permanently, 

after the enforcement of the Service Communal Ratio Rules ; and 
(ti) the number of them that are — 

(1) Scheduled Castes, 

(2) Caste Hindus, and 

(3) Muslims? 


MINISTER IN CHARGE of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hit 
Khmjt Sir Nazhnuddin): (t) (1) Seven. 

(2) Two. 

.(u)(l) Nil. 

(2) One. 

(3) Eight. 


Condition of hotith of fomolo toourity pritonori. 

44. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon ble Minister in 
charge' of the Home (Jails) Department lie pleased to state — 

(i) the names of the female security prisoners now in the Presidency^ 
Rajsbabi, Dinajpur and other Jails of Bengal ; 

(it) details of conditions of their health and ailments, if any, from which 
they are suffering; and 





400 QUESTIONS. [5th Maech, 

(m) the arrangements that have been made for their diet and medical 
treatment ? 

(b) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that some of the female security prisoners are suffering from long 

continued diseases ; 

(ii) that they applied either for their medical treatment or for their 

release ; 

(iii) that Mrs. Leela Roy, m.a., a security prisoner detaing^ in the 
Dinajpur Jail, is suffering from a serious disease for about half 
a year; 

(tv) that in spite of the best efforts by and the meilical aid given by the 
Jail Superintendent who is also Civil Surgeon, disease has not lieen 
diagnosed ; and, 

(v) that her life is in risk? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister consideiiug the desirability of releasing all 
the female security prisoners, specially those who are suffering from various 
ailments ? 

Tte HOfl’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is placed on 
the Library Table. 

(t) and (it) Ye«. 

(tii) to ('y) While in the Dinajpur Jail she had been suffering periodically 
from excessive hiemorrhage. As the local treatment did not respond to her 
ailments she was brought over to Calcutta in May, 1944, for thorough investi- 
gation and treatment. Her fibroid was successful ly operated in the Medical 
College Hospitals, Calcutta. After operation she was retransferred to the 
Dinajimr Jau. On andval there she complained of urinary troubles. Refer- 
ence was made to the Medical College Hospitals, ('alcutta, from which the 
report of the urine culture was received which showed Coli infection for 
which she is being given calcium mandalet and alkalies. 

(c) The cases of all security prisoners including female prisoners are 
being reviewed once after six months. No security prisoner will l>e detained 
longer than is absolutely necessary on security grounds. 

Mfi NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state what steps does the Government pn>])ose to take in respect of 
female security prisoners, twelve of whom are suffering from more than 
(me disease of a serious and complicated nature f(vr tlie last few years? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have no such information, hut 
setmrity prisoners, male or female, suffering from any diseases receive 
medieal attention, assistaiu'e and relief. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it a fact that twelve of them 
are suffering from more diseases than one of a serious and complicated 
nature for a long time past? 

Mr, SPEAKER: This question ought to have Wn asked first. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of it. I ask for 

notice. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Has the Hon’ble Minister himself 
gone through the statement laid on the Library' table? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tes, Sir. 

Mr. Ni8HITHA NATH KUNDU: How do^ tlie Hon’ble Minister say 
then tbat he does not know that they are suffering from more diseases than 
one of a serious and complicated nature? 

Mr. BREAKER: That is not a queetion. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will ike Eon%\e Minister be 
pleased to state whetker ke kae read ike statement laid on tke Library 
Table? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Htm ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state whether twelve of them are sufferinjr 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You are thinkinpr that you are eriws-examining a 
witness in a court of law ! 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Yo. I am not, I am aware that I 
am in the Chamber. The statement laid on the Library table is not avail- 
able to all the members and the public. He says that he does not knofw 
that the female security juisoners are sutferinp: fnmi more than one dim»ase 
of a serious and complicated nature and he wants notice. So, I have asked 
him whether he has read the statement laid on the Library table and if so, 
whether he can say that twelve of them are Buft'erinjr from various diseases 
of a serious and complicated nature for a long time past. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I cannot allow any more questions on that, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The honourable member first 
asked whether the female security- prisoners were suffering from more than 
one disease of a serious and complicated nature. 1 said “I have no such 
information”. If the honourable member has seen the statement, he will 
sec* 

Mr. SPEAKER. I have not allowed that question. Mr, Kundu, if 
you havt‘ any i>tlier (jiiestions to put, you may do so. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the Government will consider the desirability of setting 
uj) a Medical Hoard consisting of official and non-official medical exjierta 
txj advise the (lovi^rnment as to whether some of these lady prisoners suffer- 
ing from any serious diseases .should not be released forthwith on .the ground 
of health? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 'Whenever the condition of any 
piihoner Iwomes serious or jirecarious, certainly Government refer the e,as<* 
to a Medical Hoard and on their advice the prisoner is releasetl sometimes 
on medical grounds. Hut in this particular caH<\ most of the female security 
prisoners are suffering from throat trouble, UwiUi trouble or other troubles 
of a minor nature and not from any serious di-Hcmses as Mr. Kundu referred 
to in his question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state liow Miss Hrova Mazuindar who was found on examination 
to have an arrested focus in the right lung is now d(»ing? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: At present, she is not getting any 
temperature. Her condition has improved after her examination by a 
specialist. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: W'ill the Hon'lde Minister be pleas- 
ed to state wbat treatment she is undergoing? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : T am unable to give the details. 
But the ear, nose and throat .specialist treated her for her ear trouble. Hhe 
is free from that trouble now. As regards mal-nutrition, she kas also not 
lost any weight recently. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will tke Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what treatment is being givea to Miss Kamal Das Gupta? 
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Ktltn Bltiaduf MOHAMMED ALIS I refer the honourable member to 
the reply given by me 15 or 20 minutes ago. 

Mf. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state what treatoent is given to Miss Banalata Sen who is suffering 
from neurosis and pain in chest and spineP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: She is suffering from throat trouble 
and from no other disease. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: What treatment is being given to 
her? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: She was examined by the ear, nose 
and throat specialist who prescribed a regular course of treatment. I can- 
not give the details. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state what treatment is given to Mrs. Helena Dutta who is 
suffering from fibrositis of the right suprascapular region and vicereptosis? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give the details of the 
treatment, but she is being treated by a medical expert. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state whether Miss Uma Guha who complained of urine trouble, 
uterine haemorrhage and also complained of pain in her appendix region 
underwent an operation? How is she doing now? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, an operation was per- 
formed and her appendix has been removed. She has no pain so far ae her 
appendix trouble is concerned. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In view of the unsatisfactoi^ and in- 
complete answers given about these security prisoners, will the Government 
yet consider the desirability of setting up a Medical Board consisting of 
official and noni-ofhcial experts to examine them and to report to Govern- 
ment ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whetlier Miss Chaya Guha who was administered a course 
of auto-vaccine treatment due to her chronic throat troubles has improved? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On account of her throat trouble, 
auto-vaccine was prepared from her throat phlegm and saliva. The whole 
course of treatment has been completed and she is now getting on well. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if in the case of Miss Asha Roy who complained of pain in 
ner back and abdomen any X-ray was taken? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. From the report 
I don’t find that any X-ray was taken. She was given bromo-valerian 
mixture for her pain in the hack and abdomen. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In the case of Miss Suhasini 
Ganguli who is said to have been suffering from filarial infection, will the 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state if she has got over that and has been 
cured? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED'ali: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’hle Minister U 
pleased to state if Hiss Eiron Chakraharty showed signs of tuberculosis 
when she was in Dinajpur jail? 
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IChftil Bshsckir MOHAMMED ALI: I a&k for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer just now 
iven, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to enquire whether the Civil 
urgeon in'charge of the Dinajpur Jail reported that she was having night 
weats, slow temperature and had lost weight? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 8he used to have night sweats and 
low rise of temperature and her weight which w'UvS 99 lbs. had come down 
0 94 lbs. She lost about 5 lbs. That is true, but there is no c?(mfirmation 
if the diagnosis that she was suffering from tuliercular infection. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Has X-ray examination been taken 
n her case? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
)leased to state whut treatment is l>eing given to Miss Sails Sen who is 
aid to be suffering from chronic dyspepsia and losing her weight gradually? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: She was suffering from dyspepsia. 

>he is being given regular treatment and diet as suggested by the surgeon. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is she improving? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In case of Mrs. Labanyaprova Das 
iupta who sutlering from cholelithiasis will the Hon’ble Minister be 
ileased to state if she has been taken to tbe Medical College Hospital by lb '- 
ime? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
ileased to state when she was transferred from Dinajpur Jail to the Pre 
lency Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Kundu, this is a question relating to a lar 
Qumber of security prisoners. If you go on putting questions like this a 
ask about details, he will necessaiily answer in that way. The best tbi: 
for you would be to put fresh questions. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: All right, Sir. 

Medical treatment of 8J. Kanina Mittefp a •eoiM'ity prisoner. 

45. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MA2UMDAR: {a) Will the Hon’l 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to sta 
whether it is a fact — 

(i) that security prisoner Si. Karuna Mitter at present in the Presides 
Jail has been complaining for the last seven months or mo 
of the following ailments, viz., progressive deafness, nose, throi 
lung, intestinal and arthritic troubles, etc.; 

(it) that he has been asking for immediate arrangements for prop 
diagnostic examination and treatment by a siiecialist at Cover 
ment expenditure, or to be allowed to anranp specialist treatme 
inside jail at his own cost by, amongst others, Dr. N. Banerj 
and Dr. S. BiuCttacharjee ; 
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(Hi) that he waa BBnj, to the Medical College Hospital and to the School 
of Tropical Medicine as an outdoor patient for treatment by 
Drs. S. Boy, S. E. Chandra, A. K. Ghosh and Bew; 

(iv) that he was advised an * ‘immediate” operation for septiu tonsils by 

Dr. S. Boy and Dr. S. B. Chandra; 

(v) that a course of Milk injections was prescribed for him by Dr. 

Chandra; and 

(vi) that he was advised another course of injections which was begun 

by Dr. Boy at the Tropical School, but was abruptly stopped by 
the jail authorities failing to send him to Tropical School as 
advised ? 

(h) Will the Hon ’Lie Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether arrangements for the aforementioned operation, as advised 
by Drs. S. Boy and Chandra, were made ; and 

(ii) whether the course of Milk injections and the medicine were adminis- 
tered to him in the Jail Hospital as prescribed and directed by 
the aforementioned specialists, Drs. Chandra and Boy? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that in a written communication addressed to the Additional Secretary, 
Mr. Porter, Mr. Mitter informed Government of all relevant facts and 
circumstances concerning his ailments — 

(t) complaining neglect of projier and systematic treatment b> respon- 
sible authorities concerned ; and 

(ii) asking that his case might be placed before the Medical Board for 
report? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether Government have made any enquiries into the complaints 
contained in the aforementioned written communication of 
. Mr. Mitter; and 

(it) whether Government are considering the desirability of — 

(1) placing the case of Mr. Mitter before the Medical Board, 

(2) his immediate admission into the Medical College Hospitals 
for comidetion of the courses of treatment including the opera- 
tion as advised by the specialist mentioned above, and 

(3) releasing him either (A) unconditionally, or (B) on any 
conditions on the ground of health to enable him to arrange 
his treatment on his own? 

The HOfl’ble Khwajt Sir NAIIMUDDIN: (a)(i) and (H) l^e prisoner, 
in a num^r of representations to Government, complained of various diseases 
but on examination by the jail medical officer no abnormality was detected 
in him except septic tonsils. He was subsequently admitted in the Medical 
College Hospitals for the operation of his tonsils but after a few days of 
stay he refus^ to continue his treatment there as he picked up some quarrel 
with his attending doctor. Ultimately he had to be admitted in the Campbell 
M^oal School Hospitals where he had his tonsils removed. Even after 
the removal of his tonsils he hjis been complaining of various ailments and 
recently orders have been issued for X’ray examination of his shoulder, hip 
and spone. He has long been diagnosed as having been suffering from 
neurosis. 

(idi) to (v), (b)(i), (d) and (e)(i) Yes. 

(a) (vi) and (h)(u) The prisoner himself refuse^ to take the injections. 
Other treatments were atomistered to him in jail hospital. 
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(c) Does not arise. 

(e)(w)(l) and (d) No. 

(2) He is already having all necessary treatment and I refer the honour- 
able member to my reply .to («) of the question. 

Arrest under section 120, Defence of India Rules, and unoondftionai retease 
of security prisoners. 

46. Babu KHACENDRA NATH DAS CUPTA: Will the Hon bie 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleu.sed to state — 

(a) the total number of arrests under section Defence of India 

Rules, and detention under the ‘‘Restriction and Detention 
Ordinance, No, d of in the year UM4; and 

(b) the total number of unoonditional release (d security prisoners in 

the same year? 

The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: {a) Total number of arrests in 

the year 1944, under rule 12t) of*the Defence of India Rules, was ‘23T, out of 
this 118 were detained in that year under Onlinance III of 1944. 

{h) 65. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Regarding memorandum of Bengal Chatkal Maidur Union. 

•137. Mr. B. MUKHERdEE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Miiusier in charge of 
the ('ommerce, Labour and Industries Department aware — 

(/I that, on the 4th July, 194d, a deputation of jute workers on behalf 
(d the Bengal Chatkal Mazdur Union waited on him with a 
memorandum over the signature of 50,309 jute workers from 
various mills in the Caleiitta Industrial urea; 

(//) that the said memorandum contained the workers' demand for a 
Government Inquiry Committee to investigate into their terms 
and conditions of employment, and io make recommendations for 
adecjuate scailes of dearness alhjwance; 

(ill) that he assured the said deputation of sympathetic eonsideratioa of 
the workers’ demands and necessary action thereon ; ^ 

(ir) that no further action has been taken by him; and 
(r) that, on the ‘^5th October, 1944, the office-hearers of Juie Workers* 
Union, with a total membership of 4(1, fMX) have jointly applied t6 
his Department for adjudication into their principal demands 
such as adequate dearness allowance, increment of basic wages, 
proper service conditions? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the reason why the Government has hitherto taken no action on 
these repeated and representative representations; and 
(ri*) what action, if any, does the Government propose to take to prevent 
further deterioration in the condition of the jute workers? 

TA€ Hofi’llle Mr. K. SHAHABUDDIN: (a) (i) to (m) Yes. 

(iv) The Labour Commissioner and his officers are in close touch with the 
workers and the employers and endeavour to hpe the grievances of workers 
rerbessed as they come to notice. Disputes in individual undertakings or in 
more than one undertaking with similar issues involved will be referred to 
adjudication as and when ^Government are satisfied of the need for settlement 
by adjudication. 
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(v) Yes. The application is dated 24th October, 1944, and is under 
consideration. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALl Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state why it has tftken such an inordinate time for Government to 
satisfy themselves of the need for settlement by adjudication? i 

Th0 Hon’ble Mr. K. SHAHABUDDINS Because we have to be satisfied 
thht the matter requires adjudication. 

Df. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The application is dated July, 1943, 
and the deputation in connection therewith was in February, 1945. What 
has Government done in regard to this particular case? Has there been 
any adjudication order? 

The Hon'ble Mi*. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: No, Sir. 1 may refer the 
honourable member to my answer {a)(tv). 

Dr. NALINAK^HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether in this particular case ^Government have or have not 
been satisiied of the need for settlement by adjudication? 

The |1on'ble Mr. K. 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, 1 think my honourable 

friend is confusing. This is not a particular case but a general case relating 
to the number of workers. I submit, Sir, that the question as to what has 
been done in a particular case does not arise. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL8 Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government are aware that only last week there was a 
big rally of workers of many jute mills and they complained of the 
maladministration of the Labour Department and of the inordinate delay 
in listenng to their grievances? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is a general question, Sir, On 
the 4th July, 1943, the jute mill workers waited on the Hon’ble Minister 
in a deputation — 

Mr. BREAKERS You can ask a specific question. You can ask about 
incidents that have taken place. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. With reference to questions {a){iii) 
and (iv), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why no action was 
taken in spite of the assurances held out to the deputation of July, 1943, in 
expediting settlement by adjudication? 

Tht Hoil'bie Mjr. K. BHAHABUDDIN: 1 would again refer my 
l^oHourable friend to my answer 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government are aware of the existence of a great amount of 
discontent amongst the workers in and around Calcutta belonging to jute 
mills and other industrial concerns over the question of delay in disposal 
of their grievances and working of the machinery of conciliation? 

Mr. BREAKER: Mr. Shahabuddin, you need answer the ftrst part of 
the question only. 

The HoiYbe Mr. K. 8HAHMUDDIN: Does the first part relate to 
the grievances of the workers sojfar as their conditions of service are con- 
cerned or as far as the working of the Department is concerned? 

Or* NALINAK8HA BANYAL: 1 have asked whether Government are 
aware of^^ existence of great discontent amongst the labourep of jute 
mills anBWher industrial concerns in and around Calcutta for inordinate 
delay and maladministration of the Labour Department of the Gbvem- 
ment of Bengal in dealing with their complaint. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot bring in maladminiatrattnn. You 
aik about the delay in disposal of cases by reference to a oonciliation 
board. • 

The Hon’IHe Mr, K, EHAHABWDINs That I hare already 

answered. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Delay is one aspect of maladministra- 
tion. 

Tbo Hoii*bla Mr, K, EHAHABUDDINs As far as delay is conceme4» 
I would refer my honourable friend to answer {a){iv). The Labour ofiioers 
of Government are in close touch with the workers and whenever any 
individual or particular case is represented to them they take all possible 
steps for conciliation. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state how long ordinarily the ofBcers of the Department wait in expec- 
tation of conciliation and the good grace of employers to enable them to 
come to a decision regarding reference lor adjudication? 

Mr, SPEAKER: 1 do nut think that question arises. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

{After adjournment). 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Tha Bengal Prtvato Foraats Bill, 1944. 

The Hon'biS Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
present the unaniinou.s report of the Select Committee on the Bengal 
Private Forests Bill, 1944. 

The Calcutta Improvement (Howrah Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

The Hon’Me Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 

beg to present the Preliminary Report of the Select Committee on the 
Calcutta Improvement (Howrah Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

Sir, w'e have not l>een able to finish our business yet. By a motion of 
the Assembly this Bill was referred to a Select Committee which was to 
submit its report by the dlst of January, 1945. We had four or five 
sittings but we have not been able to finish our work. We now want to 
extend the time, with ihe permission of Mr. Speaker, till the 39th April, 
1946, instead of till the 31st March, 1945, as was originally given notice 
of. 


Mr. Speaker; Yes, you have my permission. 

iThe Hofi*ble Khm fBehedur iMaulyi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: I beg 

also to move that the date for submission of the final report of the Select 
Committee on the Calcutta Improvement (Howrah Amendment) Bill, 1944, 
be extended till the 30th April, 1946. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALl Sir, with reference to this motion we 
want to make a few observations. This Bill regarding the improvement 
yf Howrah baa been under contemplation for nearly quarter of a century 
and for nearly five long years in ibis House. We have been hammering 
various Govemm^ts to take up* ibis question as one of tbe most imporiani 
and urgent questions to relieve .tbe distress of the people of Howrah. There 
is hardly any difierenoe of opinion between different parties in tbe Legis- 
lature and, to crown all, this measure has been given tbe benedieticHis of 
no less a powerful organisation than the European party of this House and 
yet we fail to understand why Government is snilly-sballying in 
matter. Have they entered into an unholy league with those capitalist 
27 
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owners of buttees and lands who feel their pdmajr interests might be 
affected thereby? Hare they been reticent or slow Mcause they think 
lhat Howrah does not consist of a majority of Mussalman population? 
1 demand an explanation, and we want to know also at what stage 
the progress now remains. It is simply ridiculous that a healthy measure 
of this character which was sponsored and supported by all sections of the 
House should remain still in the stage of a Select Committee. We thouj»]it 
that during the current session this Bill will pass through the Assembly 
at least and will get through the Council at as early a date as possible, 
but why is this inordinate delay? Sir, it is rumoumed that the Govern- 
ment decided to consult some experts and, us often happens, the experts 
put forward certain suggestions which, though necessary in the interests 
of public health and self-governing institutions, the Government of the 
day is finding it difficult to accept — at least some of those suggestions. 
There also we want the Government to tell the House what their attitude 
is and why they find it necessary* to delay the matter. Is it because the 
expert opinion is such that it will involve some expenditure by the Gov- 
ernment or is it of such a nature that Government might be thinking it 
absurd or impossible of attainment within a reasonable length of time? 
In any case we want a fuller explanation with greater detail of the pro- 
gress so far made in support of the statement and the announcement that 
Government would require more time with the further short-notice amend- 
ment that even the time up to 31st March, 1945, would not be sufficient 
and yet another month would have to be added thereto, that is, till the 
3()th April, 1945. All these show exterme reluctance on the part of 
Government to proceed with this legislation. Ivet Government frankl> 
state their case; let us know whether Government is prepared to pursue 
this measure — a measure which Government most generously promised to 
pursue two years ago in reply to a certain cut motion of the European 
party when the then Minister in charge, Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, gave 
the fullest assurance of proceeding with it at an immediate future. But 
that was two years ago. We want no further delay and we want to kno\^ 
by what maximum and latest time Government is expecting to put this 
measure actually into (>f)eration so far as the improvement of Howrah is 
(‘oncerned. 

Thf Hoii^ble Kluui Baliadur Mauivi ilALALUDDIN AHMAD: Mr. 

Speaker, Sir, I assure the honourable member that Government is mosi 
anxious to proceed with this legislation. As a matter of fact it was Sir 
Henry Birkm,>Te who was very anxious for the improvement of Howrah 
and it was at his instance that this Bill has been taken up, and 1 can 
assure the House that Government is as anxious as anybody else for the 
passage of this Bill. We have given a preliminary report of the work 
that has been done in the Select Committee but there are some drafting 
difficulties which have got to be removed and I take the House into my 
confidence when 1 say that this has caused the delay. This is only a 
matter of legislative draft and with regard to the expert, that is, the 
Valuer of the Calcutta Improvement Trust, there is no difficulty that 
stands in our way. On account of the various engagements of the various 
members of the ^lect Committee and myslf, it has not been possible to 
hold more meetings. We hope to finish the consideration of the Bill by 
the 30th of April. In the meantime, if we can finish it earlier, we wiM 
4o so. As I have said in my preliminary report, we had our last meeting 
on^lhe 30th January, 1945.'* After that M^e could not meet, but we hope 
‘we will be able to finish dbnsideration of the Bill within the time asked 
for. I can assure the House that there is no obstruction on the pari of 
vnyhoAy and this Bill will l)e placed before the House this session, if 

Hr. MOItH OHASDIiA CVITA: la it poaitively the laat tinieF 
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TiM H«i>bla Khu Bahadur Maulvi dALALUDOIN AHMAD: 1 

tkink so, provided the members attend. 

The motion of the Hon’ble KlTsn Bahadur Maulvi Jalaladdin Ahmad 
that the date for submission of the final rejmrt of the Select Committee <ep 
the Calcutta Improvement (Howrah Amendment) Bill, 1044, be extended 
till the OOtb April, ]94<'>, was then put and agreed to. 

Amandmanta to tha Bangal Motor Va h iolao Ruloa, IBM. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 8ii\ in uccordaut'e with nub* 
section (3) of section 133 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1939 (IV of 1939), i^l 
rules made under the Act by the Provincial Oovernment (i) shall be laid 
for not less than 14 days before the Provincal l^egislature (both Chamber^ 
as stMUi as |>ossib]e after they are made, and (ti) shall he subject to 8U<^ 
modifications as the liCgislatiire may make during the session in which 
they are so laid. 

Accordingly^ amendments made to tlie Bengal Motor Vehicles j%u|as, 
1941), by the (bivernmeiit ot Bengal under tlie Act and published undei’ 
notifications No. 388-T., dated the 3<Hh January, 1945, No. 7273-T., dated 
the 5th December, 1944, No. ()5I5-T., (lat<‘d the Hth Noveml)er, 1944, No. 
•.‘>(»88-T., dated the 10th October, 1944 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a ])oint of order, Sir. So far m 
the motor vehicles rules made after the last session of tile Assembly are 
concerned , I submit the lionourahle member is in order — rules made on 
the 30th January, 1945, and rules made on the 5tli December, 1944, also 
— bcause probably they wcn‘ not circulaUMl before the last session, but, 
Sir, when we ciune to rules made in November, PM4, in October, 1944, ajad 
in August, 1943, I submit that these rules ought to have been placed 
before the lA*gislature liefore these were actually passcfl and adopted and 
given elfc(d to. The Act reiiuires the same. If tliey liave not bt^en done 
.s(», they remain subject to the same disability, if challenged in the (‘ouri 
fd law, as the Oovernmcut have chosen to accept for them. Jt is not 
]»erinissihle f(>r (ioverument to place these rules before the l^egislaiure at 
this stage because the provisions of the Act have already Iwen contravened 
and by a post-mortem attempt Government cannot legalise or rcgularw»9 
the rules which have been already irregular and ultra vires so far as the 
provisions of the Act are concerned. I, therefore, submit that you would 
not permit the laying on the Table of such of the rules as were made long 
before the previous session of the Assembly. They must remain subject 
to the interpretation that the court of law would The pleased to give t<) 
them ill case they are challenged in the court. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Half the objection of Dr. Sanyal 
will disappear after I have completed. He can only objet i to one notifica- 
tion but not to others. 

Mr. 8PEAkER: Please go on. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS And No. 2029-T., dated ike 

3l8t August, 1943, all these amendments are laid before the members of 
this House. 


The amendment notified in August, 1943, was not placed before the 
Tiegislature earlier by reason of an oversight which is regretted. The 
amentoents notified in October, November, and December, 1944, were 
not placed before the Legislature earlier because the Advocate-General has 
advised that the provisions of section 133(,3) of the Motor Vehicles Act, 
1939, can be complied with only when both Chambers of a bicameral 
legislature are in simultaneous session. 

From this it will appei^ that so far as ^endmenis made in October, 
* November and December are concerned, no infxiiigemeni has been made of 
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flie Motor Vehicles Rules of 1940 because both the Chambers of the Legis- 
lature were not in session and the Advocate-General has advised that 
both the Chambers must be in simultaneous session when these can be 
placed. Dr. Sanyal can only object to the notification made in October, 
194;i, which was not duly placed before the Legislature. That was through 
oversight and that is regretted. But he cannot object to the other notifi- 
cations bein^ placed before the Legislature now. That is the Advocate- 
Geiieral’s opinion. I place all the notifications before the House. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, it is an astounding sort of 
opinion we have just listened to. I hope that you will kindly look into 
the necessary sections and give us the necessary direction so far as it lies 
in your power. Let the Court decide whatever it likes. If the Advocate- 
General has to contest on behalf of the Government on fees that he would 
earn there, let him press his point of view there. 

Mr. 1IOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA. Sir, I only wanted to point out 
thut Ihe opinion of .the Advocate-General that unless the two Houses 
are in session simultaneously these rules need not be put before the Legis- 
lature seems to be just a way out for the illegality that has been com- 
mitted. I do hope — I have not looked into it — that you will look into the 
matter and not allow an irregularity to be regularised in an illegal 
manner. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN; Sir, may 1 reauest that you will kindly 
ask the Advocate-General to come and address the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think it is necessary. I think this point 
•was raised by Dr. Sanyal once 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Several times. 

Mr. SPEAKER: And I had to make certain observations on it. That 
appears in the report — I think in Vol. LVII, No. I, page 425. I gave 
my opinion there and 1 stick to that opinion and that is this. Undoubted- 
ly it was the duty of the Government to place it before the House as 
early as possible, but there has been an omission on the part of the Gov- 
ernment in this respect. In respect of at least one that is admitted; as 
to the others I have not got the dates before me now — there might or 
might not have been omissions on the part of the Government. But the 
real point is this, whether I should disallow laying them before the House. 
I do not think I should do this. I allow these to be laid before the House 
subject to correction by the House. As to what its effect will be is not a 
matter for me here to say but it may come up for decision in courts. 
That is quite a different matter. So, I rule out the point of order raised 
by Dr. oanyal and I allow all the amendments to be laid before the 
House. 

Ttm Bengal NoiKAgrioulturai Tananoy Bill, 1845 . 

,Tha Hon'lilf Mr. Tarak Nath Mukarjaa: Sir, I beg to introduce the 
Bengal Non- Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1945. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill). 

The Hon’bla TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
Bengal Non-A^ipltural Tenancy Bill, 1945, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of: — ^ 

(1) Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. Md. Abul Fail, 

(3) Khan Bahadur Aulad Hossain Ehan, 

(4) Maulvi Abdul Hakim (Mymensingh), 

<5) Haji Safiruddin Ahmed, 
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(6) Mr. Sh^’axna Prosad Barman, 

(7) Rai Sahib Jagat Chandra Mandal, 

(8) Mr. Mia Abdul Hafiz, 

(9) Mr. Radhanath Das, 

(10) Mr. J. A. Powell, 

.(11) Maharaja Srishchandra Nondy, of Cossimbazar, 

(12) Mr. Sasaiika Sekhar Sanyal, 

(13) Mr. Upendra NatJi llarman, and 

(14) The Ilon’ble Miiiisler-in-charge of the Heveiiue Department (the 

mover). 

with instructions to submit their r<»port within seven days from the datcj 
of the commencement of the next Session, the number of members forming 
the quorum being five. 

Sir, in fact it is not a new Bill — 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 
Hon’ble Minister lias not specified any date. There must be some tipicf 
fixed to guide tlie members of the eommittee, and it would be irregular to 
keep that date indefinite. He has said “seven days after the beginning 
of the next session.” The next session may or may not he held within 
a year. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, that is exactly my advice that he hAB 
followed, f have often found that application for extension of time comes 
in. The time expires in between two sessions and nothing can be done 
in between two sessions. Before my time the practice has been for tha 
Speaker of the House to extend the time, but that practice I held to be ab- 
solutely irregular. To avoid this difficulty, I have advised him just now 
to put it in the way in which he has put it, viz., “seven days from the 
commencement of the next session.” 

Dt. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is indefinite. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is very definite from the point of view of this 
House in this sense that you can do anything you like. Otherwise there 
will be difliculty. I think there is nothing wrong in that, because even 
if the Committee cannot finish their lalK)ur within the time allotted by 
the House, they can come before the House for extension of time before 
the time granted by the House expires. J think this would be the best 
course. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May 1 submit. Sir, that this is a 
procedure which is only going to cover up the sins of the Government by 
a patchwork method. Government have been all along very very slow in 
regard to pursuing measures — sometimes very valuable measures and when 
they find that the work is not completed due to their delinquency mostly, 
they try to take undue advantage of the Office of the Speaker or of the 
Speaker himself to extend the time. If the House gives a definite time 
then the Govemineut will have a definite direction to complete the work 
by that time. That is a healthy procedure which will keep the Govern- 
ment alert and this manner of giving a long rope to Government is only 
to hang the Government, not to hang the BiU. Either, Sir, there must be 
a specific time given, or let there be straightaway discussions in the Houw. 
We know that we have to get some direction, some idea as to the definite 
time by which the legislation is likely to come before the House. If you 
keep it indefinite till the next session or seven days from the commence- 
ment of the next seH.sion of , the Assembly, there is hardly any chance of 
*this measure coming up before the House. Therefore, I submit that it will 
be extremely irregular. There has never Ijeen such practice before. It is 
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a new innovation which even though through your generosity you may try 
to help Oovernraent to fiome out of their own delinquencies by this method, 
would not l>e consistent with the practice that w^e have been following or 
the practice followed in other Parliamentary legislatures. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is certainly quite open to the House to ask the 
Select Committee to finish their larM)ur by a certain date, but this House 
CrcKainly cannot take any steps for not finishing their labour by that 
date until the House meets again. If it is to be done within a particular 
session while the House is in session, I (‘an understand that; but if it is 
gmng to be beyond that session, then certainly no indulgence will be 
shown to anybody by granting only seven days time for the submission 
of the Report. But I am not going to say this way or that way. That 
hi the best course that struck me. If you insist that a particular date 
ahould be fixed, personally I have no objection. This course appears to 
me to be better and more reasonable, because that will avoid a lot of un- 
necessary troubles. There may be difficulties whether the Select Com- 
mittee would sit after the expiry of that date. If the Committee do not 
finish their work, the question as to whether they can sit or not after that 
date will come up. I am speaking off-hand of the real difficulty. This 
iuusi not be taken as any decision. To my mind the difficulty arises out 
of the fact that the Select Committees, as they have got to be formed 
under the rules, are practically in the hands of Government, but the 
Select Committees ought not to be in the hands of Goveniment at all. 
The Select Committees should be committees in the hands of the House, 
l«t according to the present rule, we cannot do that, because the Chair- 
man is the Minister-in-Charge. My own opinion is that of all the Com- 
mittees of this House, the Deputy Speaker should be the proper person to 
he the Chairman, But that leads to the modification and amendment of 
the rules. As the rules now stand you can do whatever you like. If you 
msist that a definite date shcmld be fixed, you can do it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why not the first day of the 
Session itselfP 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The first day may be a particular date for definite 
purposes. Any way, I do not think there should be any further discussion 
about that. 

ThaHofl’MeMr.TARAKNATH MUKERfEA; Sir, I say Vithin seven 
days from the commencement of the next session or the Gist of July, 1945, 
w'hicdiever is earlier”. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, Dr. Sanyal has made u 
suggestion that if the mutter be taken idefinitley on the basis of the sit- 
ting of the Jjegisiature, the first day is much better, because if the 
Government wants to sidetrack the very important Bill which is hanging 
for more than seven years, if an earlier date is not fixed, Government 
will try to nish through the Select Committee within the seven days of 
fbe session. 1 feel that when the House is in session, the members of 
the Select Committee will not be able to do justice to the very important 
matters. If the first day of the sitting of the House is fixed, Government 
will have to take steps f(»r meeting earlier and the members of the Select 
Committee will be in a better position to discuss the matter than if the 
matter is rushed fhrough. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 quite appreciate your remark, but the difficult}* 
u that it may be that on the first day or during the recjees I mav die or 
some of the members may die and the House will be adjourned that very 
day. 
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Tilt Him’bto Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJiA: Sir, a« 1 have already 
stated, it is not a new Bill: a Bill of this nature a^as in House for 
the last three years or more. It is known to the House that a committee 
of the lefrislatui't^ had to investigate the rights of the tenants of non* 
agricultural lands in the province and to make recommendations as to 
what should be done to protect the tenants. The committee cinnilated its 
report in May, 1941, anil after careful consideration of the recommenda- 
tions of the committee Government formulated their proposal in the shape 
of a Bill in September 1941. It was widely circulated by the Government 
for eliciting public opinion in order to save time and so there is 
no more any uec'essity for circulating the Bill over again for eliciting 
public opinion. In the |»resent Bill the provisions of the previous tempo- 
rary Bill have been modified and enlarged in the light of the experience 
gained by the actual working of the temiiorary' Act for more tlian tliree 
years an^ the suggestions of various public bodies have also l>een taken 
int-o account. The main feature of the Bill as indicated in the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons 1 need not repeat. It is not necessary for 
me at this stage to explain in detail the provisions of the Bill as the Bill 
is proposed to be referred to a Select Committee where various sections of 
the House will get ample opportunity to discuss the merits of the Bill and 
suggest amendments. I hope my proposal will be accepted by the Rouse. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMEB OHOWBHURI t Sir, I beg to move 

by way of amendment that the Bengal Non-Agjricultural Tenancy Bill, 1945, 
he circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th April, 
1945. 


wtfs W3nr3 tfWcfi wsr wfuR i 4t f%»!^ e TOflpi 

iiv: to tow itoi fWrfwntm 4»iTwti tow 

csnrww wfirwvr^ TOW TOv 4^1^ wtfl frotw fiwtit 

TO wfl I cv cwfj^ TOfw wfim? jm ^ tfsti wfro wnmre wT^tfw stc® *n 1 

Ffl-STWr^l wflTO CTO C^TO C’HTO ^Slltl ITIWI WflC^ H I 44TC1 5fl*5lWtI^ tWf^ I 
Wtfl S’fWll wfllTl Cbh wfTOfI, Win WlWll wf^ CBh wfrofi Cl WWWS Wfl 
^ I 4^ wr^T^ froci wTfiin ^ wifi ill i c iivi c w wjciii wfroff 4 iro 
cm TOPnlcn iwn wficnr 1 

Mr. SYEO BADRUDDUiiA: Sir, 1 beg to move that the following 
name be added to the personnel of the Select (’ommittee proposed on the 
Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1946, namely: — 

Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhuri, 
it the Government agrees to accept it. 

Mr. ASIMUiDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the following 
name be added to the personnel of the Select Committee proposed on the 
Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1945, namely: — 

Mr. Ramizuddin Ahmad II. 

will Select Committeers fi; if^^lwi wtui itmn ni tf^li wft 

Mr. SPEAKER: The consent of the honourable meml>ers has not 
been received in the Assembly office. 

Mr. A8IMUDOIE AHMED ; 4^ trot wWfc\5 TO itS'i onrni in CfH Hi, ^ 
3 f[iw-tiwv *iiS'i cwn CTO 4I frol wfiSr^ iit 1 it w»wr!jwi wtcwlrof iwS 
fro, citwi 4 froi fro ficiiiTi wit wtitto 4www cto itwi 1 

Mr. RAMIZUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I have no objection to serve on 
the Select Committee. 

Mr. SPEAKER : cnti %it fti i 
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Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: They did not send any name in time and 
therefore no name was included from that party. However, the Hon’bl« 
Minister is goinjf to accept it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA KUMAR: Sir, I beg to move that the follow- 
ing name be added to Select Committee proposed on the Bengal 
Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill, 1945, namely : — 

Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu. 

I propose his name not because he belongs to a particular group but 
because he was the member who moved a non-olficial Bill to this effect in 
19d9. I think he will be very helpful in the Select Committee and in all 
fairness the member who took trouble to bring in a non-official Bill on the 
same subject should be included in the j)er8onnel of the Select Committee. 

Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANOY, of Cossimliazar: Sir, 1 have 
been with some pains trying to go through the printed report of the Enquiry 
Committee in order to find the reasons for putting this legislation on a 
permanent basis in the Statute Book. I regret to say that I am not at all 
convinced about its necessity. The Bill was in its present form for some 
time in this country and I do not know if proper statistics were taken of all 
cases of alleged hardship of tenants. As a matter of fact, the Transfer of 
Property Act which governs the tenancies was so long quite sufficient to 
deal with alleged discrepancies. If any change was necessary, soint* 
amendments in the Transfer of Property Act could serve the purpose aaid 
we do not think that for this purpose a comprehensive legislation like the 
one before the House was at all necessary. In the present Bill an at- 
tempt has been made to give certain rights to the tenam-ies which they 
never enjoyed. Unfortunately, the Hon’ble Minister-in^diarge has not 
been able to convince us about the necessity of this legislation. If these 
tenancies exist for a number of years without eviction, it only argues that 
there is no need for such a legislation. I will understand cases w'here 
there has been exorbitant increase in rent but, Rir. in this particular 
matter it is not the landlord but the Government in the Khasmahal 
Department who is the biggest culprit. I have cases before me to 
show that in certain cases rent has been enhanced to more than 300 per 
cent. (Rai Harendra Nath CuArimiiRi : So much the better.) It is 
unfortunate that the poor landlords who are in a minority in the House 
are again being victimised. The classifications of tenancies which have 
been made in tn© Bill are also unfair. They need a g(K)d deal of altera- 
tion. Then, Sir, although the landlords are being deprived of their 
lights and temporary tenants are being given pennanent rights, the 
tenants in their turn will have the advantage of transferring their land to 
the third party by paying a nominal transfer fee and I do not know if 
there will be in future another legislation doing away with this transfer 
fee as well, as was the case w’ith the Bengal Tenancy Act. I strongly feel 
that the legislation which is being enacted is of an expropriatory charac- 
ter and should never be proceeded with. 

Or, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to condemn 
the Government for having delayed this very healthy piece of legislation 
till doomsday. (A voice: Till doomsday?) Yes, because I do feel that 
the doom is already near. It was in 1939 that this House was pr^ed to 
consider the urgency of some legislation for the tenants residing in n<»u- 
agricultural areas. That was a time when there was a wave of enthu- 
siasm in all sections of the House to provide better rights and conditions 
for the tenantry, be they in Agricultural part of the country' or otheiwise. 
Since then some magic wand Sad been at play to stay and to delay legis- 
lation regarding improvement in tenancy rights, not merely in the non- 
agricultural areas out also in the agricultural parts of the counti^. 
Time and again attempts have been made by non-omcial members to invite 
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the attention of Government towards the urgency of the caae and we had 
pressed Government and prayed to them that some measure should have 
Wn adopted in this connection as early as possible. When the Hon'ble 
Sir B. P. Singh ]^y was Member-in-Charge he assured that Government 
was applying their mind to this problem with all possible energy that 
Government could (*ommund. A committee was appointed * whicn sub- 
mitted its report in 1941. Shortly thereafter a draft measure also was 
placed before the House. We are surprised that it took Government four 
long years to bring that draff before this J^egislature and we are still 
more surprised that even after the lapse of such a long time the draft 
that is placed before us is singularly lacking in a true and proper per- 
spective of the probleiiiH, particularly problems relating to I)ust 4 ri!t and 
areas where larger sections of the poorer people live in (\ilcufta, Howrah 
and other big cities. Sir, it is common Knowledge that in the city of 

Calcutta there are large where jioor tenants are harassed to the 

extreme extent by designing landlords, sometimes helped and nurtured by 
infiuentiul Corporation Councillors and also assisted by the Planning 
Committee of the Improvement Trust and other organisations. For a shoi^ 
while Government tned to give them some relief during the promulgation 
of an Ordinance whereby certain evictions and ejections were stayen. In 
( alcutta and lIowTah the big land-holders at once began to create a row 
and one impoi-tant effect thereafter is noticed that in the drafting of this 
Bill Howrah and Calcutta, not only Howrah and Calcutta, but all areas 
over which the (^alc*utta Suburban Police Act of 188() may be apjilicable 
have been excluded. That means that Tollygunge, (farden Reach, 
Cossiporc and so on have all been excluded. That is to say, this Bill does 

not contemplate giving relief to the poorer sections of tiie tenantry in 

( alcutta, Howrah, Tollygunge, Garden Rem^h, Cimsipore and all those 
municipalities where thousands of poor people have to live under <ondi- 
tioiis which beggar desc^riptiou. 

lor some fiipc Sir, the landlords’ hands were stayed througli au 
Ordinance and they were not in a position to carry oi/ their wheels of 
oplircssion over the heads of the poor /m.«ter-dwe]lerN. But recently with 
■ Ordinance things have become iiitolerulile. 1 know that 

in Calcutta itself there are thousands of tenants who are sought to be 
thrown out of their tenancies by the designs of landlords and their agents, 
liie 0i/.TAec-dweller8 of Calcutta to-day are face<l with a very serious pro- 
^ recent drive inaugurated at the instance of 

His Excellency the Governor for the cleaning of hv»t 4 >en has come as a 
band’ weapon in the hands of the landlords. 

Sir, I have before me a few instances of highhandedness and far from 
attempting to improve hustees and make them habitalile either at tlie cost 
of the Corporation or the Government or the landlords attempts are being 
made to summarily eject the tenants and get big palatial building built 
thereon throwing the bu^tee-dwellers practically on the pavements of 
Calcutta. In my quarter of the town where I live while at Calcutta, 
near about No. 13, Punditia Road nearly GO families have been given the 
peremptory notice to quit, by a ubiquitous Corporation (hmncillor wdio 
happens to be a powerful person now because he has got large financial 
interests in a b^k and that bank is trying to have bousing company 
associated with it as well, and this Bans, the Ballygunge Bank, having 
recently bought that buHre area at a nominal price, is trying to take 
advantage of the Governor's attempt to clean the husfeen and the landlords 
have started clearing out all tenants of that place. They know that if 
they can do this without the slightest difficulty they (jan sell the land for 
4 to 6 hundred per cent, of ihe price they paid for the same. This pro- 
fiteering, this extortion, is going on under the very nose of Government 
and while we are now haring before us the Non- Agricultural Tenancy 
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Bill it ifi Hurprisinff that Government is not contemplating to give neces- 
sary relief to a large section of p^le who are thus being harassed by 
wily and designing landlords in^Uaicutta and suburbs. The same thing 
is happening in the Belgatchia and Ultadanga IniHees^ and we have in our 
possession reports about the misdeeds of many of the hMJtftJe-cIeaners who 
under the garb of cleaning the bmtees are just going to have them cleaned 
up of the tenants for their own ad-vantage. 

This morning, Sir, one tenant from Ihe Panditia bustee came to me 
with a letter addressed under registered cover to him demanding payment 
of all rent and arrears together with some alleged arrears in respect of 
Corporation rents on that land measuring 1 cotta and 8 ch. supposed to 
have been held by him and a demand notice for Rs. 209-12 has been sent 
to him under registered cover with acknowledgment due, by a lawyer. 
The tenant told me that, so far as he remembered, his monthly rent was 
only Rs. 2-8 and with arrears could not be anything more than Rs. -‘1 at 
the utmost. These poor tenants, some of whom are now' working in small 
industrial organisations or as domestic male or maid-servants in the locali- 
ty, would obviously get frightened when they are faced with a demand notice 
for Rs. 209 and odd and what they said was that there w'as litigation 
going (Ui between 2 or d co-sharers of the previous landlord for whi(;h 
they fell into arrears. Although they were offering rent to one co- 

sharer or other they were not being given any rent receipts, the other co- 

sharers who did not take the money w'ere always creating troubles and as a 
result there were some arrears. That is admitted, but it is surprising to 
see a tall order like this demanding payment at once of Rs. 209 or more. 
Having failed in their attempt to eject the tenants in an unholy way, 

this subterfuge has now' been taken recourse to to compel some of the poor 

tenants to leave the land of their ow'ii accord, so that they might avoid 
this heavy or alleged heavy burden of rent. 

This is not, Sir, w'ith a view to improve Calcutta and jto provide a large 
number of house.s. Only recently in the Kalighat area, a bmiee was 
similarly acquired by a few wealtby jier.sons by forcibly ejeiding and 
evicting a number of poor tenants and what has lM*en built thereon!*' 
During a time when even one brick cannot he hud nor an ounce of cement, 
lo ! and behold ! there grows up a stage, the Kalika Theatre, for the en- 
tertainment of the citizens of Calcutta. And how was this possible? It 
was possible only hec'uuse behind the organisation or rather the main orga- 
nisers w'ere connected with the police and the Corporation. The police, 
(Jovemment and tlie (\)rporation have entered into an unholy pact and 
alliance to throw out persons, who have been living for nearly a quarter 
of a century and above, with a view to obtain unholy profits for them- 
selves. 

Sir, I demand that this Bill be so suitably modified as to include all 
classes of tenants living in the town areas including the township of 
Calcutta and suburbs or the Bill should l)e suitably modified and amended 
and then referred to a Select Committee. 

In this connection, 1 also make an appeal. In view of the present 
state of affairs, taking advantage of the Governor’s desire t(» improve the 
some persons are trying to throw* out a large number of tenants 
from their homes. Government should come forward as early as possible 
with a suitable ordinance to stop these oppressions. Otherwise I dare say 
there will he extreme hardshi|M^wling to disorder and danger to public 
^laaee if Government persist in their present method of dogged callou.snes.** 
in regard to the 5wrt<H*-dwellers. And. Sir, for the delectation of my 
honourable friends opposite I may point out that a large section of these 
biMtee-dwellers are Muslims and many of them are probably supporters 
o£ the Muslim I^eague Ministrj'. I demand, Sir. what have thej* done 
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for their own brethren who are thun lieing thrown out. Have any of the 
members on that side thought fit to visit the places and give them the 
aasurance that is so much needed? 

The other day, Sir, one woman living in a hu^tee near about my place 
cjiine round and complained to me that because she touched a branch of 
the Nim tree within her compound a Ballygunge Hank danran with ten 
others following him thereafter came and threatened her *‘you cannot 
touch the tree”. That is the kind of thing that is happening, Sir, and 
the 5twfce-dwellers are frightened out of their wits. 

I ask the Hon’hle Minister to see if he can include Calcutta, Howrah 
and such other places in and around Calcutta within the purview of this 
measure. Something immediate has also to he done anil at least an 
Ordinance should he enacted to give these people protection against 
designing landlords. 

With these words, Sir, 1 oppose reference to a Select Committee and 
I demand that the Bill he j»roceeded with here and now and made into law 
without any further delay. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: fk: ’rrtf, Bill 

:>^ 80 ’TtrsrwffiCf('alcutta Tenancy Bill 5*tfT0 wftntf OT ^ wtw WtvtVTO 
wlTOFi <?Tt Select ('ommitteccj vtiri Select Committcec® CW W HOT 

nt Bill (’alcutta Rtmt Control Orders v'n I OT VC»! !fWt^ 

I OTvi c? w WOT, wOTtf , cif w OT ih wft 

OT^Ht^rift ! on -Agricultural Tenancy BUIh pro vision h ’TCV-- wfnOT51 

Tt HmV OT <V8OT VVl OT Hvevr uinrlt clique vested 

interest <j^5C!fr3 wte^ i ^ non -Agricultural Tenancy Billjjl 

W5TTPTT WT 5f^1 OT WT OT (TTUfOT CVHI Hfk I 

<Ti ff OT s otm m ot cn«fOT 

COT OT OT vcvcH I ^OT ’flOTOT Stwit tv ? '3jnn fV m 
^ A OT ^ tfwT^ ^nprr wfkvtv cOT ’itvs <trOT? '95 otvch tfwhtOT 

cvm OT wf^tftor c^Pr h ^nn OT wmOT— OTPOOT 

OT OT vijv^ f^5T ^kus wtvtOT ’j.fOT frrs OTf omt% ®nvpr 

fk: HVnr, ’TTPr, wrfir wft otIvot vwf? c^r vfVvfOT tenantonr wm fv 

<7T^ 4¥OT «PT wa COT C^^ I vfwVPSPr tcnantfl wtw C? OT HOTl *ff 

OT ^ fOT OTC^ wrw landlord C¥ VfWTW, 5 P 1 Vtwnr, H VTWtl ot ^fvi CHlft 
Iot VCH fVf H <¥f^ document Vi wfVwn:5 cvti <4V* 4^ CHflt, tenant firrs vi 
♦ttOT^mev mvs mni ^ftwcvvlOT Rent Centrol 

Order h vuot ^Pn vfVrvtOT evPr S^Pr *fPrfv 1 ■?r 5 *r'cv‘^ tpOTii hjwuIV 

Wt^ WCl OT ¥CH CV ^ tfWTCVl' OT7 OTV fVf VOTV 11 COTt^ fOT VI I 
Transfer of property ActH OT Sort ot wtfv fVf VOT 1 cv^ Pre-historic docu- 

ment. OT OTTCH WOTVtfCHftlfV4W!JWflffVltV1 I iHWfVH fOTRitWl I wftftnf 
vpjtci wi CV9V1 ^fvfVv vrm fHi fVf wfw, vtfvOTiPr^m otciwih 
WCOT,» lt?lv«ttv VfCl WPm VCOT KV 41^1 pre-historic Transfer of Property Act4f 
wwyii vfv OTPr ot tr^r^'OT vtfOT i fOT FPf, cv^ tjwtfv vOT ot wot vi 1 itww 
vfv wPrtwv OT ^ 5OT H, ITCH vtv OT vfvvi, wtlbroPrwvi wwm ot 

wii OTff H ITOT 4 t*n wfVrfcH OT v’ci ’ftibf WOT OT I Transfer of property Aot 4 
provision wtcf cv js fOTi notices cv ewPf ot, cv CWfv tfffCW IPl wfif f’tl Wk« fOT 
•ttciv 1 4V COT ffV evtf H ffidhr WfW CWtVTO evt I CV !fWf WfOTfPr Vff vtv 
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wlHf 'JPT C^rTT 5ft ^ -4^ ^ ^ 5fo«f '- 

0 (^ JT^ Act ?irc<t ¥fc^ Ft^T ^*r»r Non-Agricoltural Tenancy Aotmt 
Select Committee report report »IT9 WF ^tw 

m c*mf^ 5j>8ft ^ (?rm ^vs\ ’ftm 4 ^ ^ i 4^ 

tprc^r 5t^— Ffft!?! 4^? w^TiNT 4^^ temporary 

4^? ^ 4^ ’TTO fVg^ ^41 c^nrc^ i 

xc<f7 include ^ ?n f?, ^nf’csr 4^ ^RPf i \5t^ ^tf? ?3if^ 4^ 

Select Committeec^ to otsTott^f 4nr ^itpr asi i 

'ft cwr^^n:^ «rt^tfi^, c4 ^ ®t: jrfif^rf 

^t*nt9f ^114 c7 c*r ’r c^rt^ "f^swi vc ’br i 

'RT ®t4i::3T <if^: ( 7 f^ point of view c^ir^ft 5ff%^ ^ - 
c^ ^ c'fftfli c’r c^it ^Pf tr^«T 

tf%rt»f ^ !ftot^ wt^Rfm ¥11 I '«rt^nn 4^ ^ar. ^mi ^c?r 

4?* ▼<?<! I 5^80 ’TR C*tr*F WfJRn 4^ fWT f^I ^fC^l»R 4^* of^^CFft 

wf^ ^ ^ 4? 4^^ 4? I f^ ^ ^ar 

yr«pr™? ?fflt l ^fSnFnsi 14?C¥ improve ^iKt? «R7 Calcutta Improvement 
Trust ^slt i Calouttac^ improve ▼in ?fr?, ^ ’tih ?rto5 ?R ▼:?? ^stm ’rto 
f?cif cn^lTJi Cinema, Bioscope, Theatre rtfsn 5rc5^ i f¥i 4^ c^ csTfr^to SSni Offt^ 

▼sr^nsi Ft'fti^ni C^ ^P[ ▼irc^ to C’r^rtcsfft ▼t^t? Howrah Improvement Trust I 
^3tm ^ c^ to c^WtiR Cinema house c^fsn src^ i 

4t VC5^ nw^tm ^ I 4t a Improvement Trust 4^ wto '*'ri^^ vested interest 
Improvement4? ▼«(' ^ 4^ JR ^hr’c»T c^Improveraent wspTt^R'f 5R i 

^ »itotm ?5W5 ▼to fr, ^tm Tht' rm ▼to fr vs^m 4to ▼t^ i 

4^^ 4f^, 'ft^, CTO FRTf^ ▼R 5|t^ 4^^ ^ to ^ ▼R c»mrto osrr 

FTO sn I 4^ TO ▼fft ▼WK 0^ ▼ir«TR ▼TH Select Committee ▼tt^fif 
jgrtoi ortoJR 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Sneaker, Sir, I want to suy a 
few words in respect of this Bill, I introduced a Bill for the same purpose 
in the year 19d9 or 194U. In my Bill I wanted to include the entire pro- 
vince. In this Bill only the mofussil districts will be included. I do noj; 
understand why the inconveniences of uon-agricultural tenants in Calcutta 
and other places will be ignored. The necessity of such a Bill was felt for 
the following reasons. The landlord has the power io eject the non-agri- 
cultural tenant — almost all the non-agricultural tenants with the exception 
of a very few who pay a uniform rate of rent for a long time where the 
tenancy was transferaole and heritable. But in other cases tenants were 
ejectable by notice and the landlords were also used to exact high rates of 

f tremium in case of transfer. These two oppressive acts on the part of the 
andlord necessitated a legislation of this nature. Now, these are factors 
which must be taken into consideration when a legislation of this nature is 
enacted. Now if the tenants in the mofassil will get relief from such 
oppressive acts of landlords, why should not the tenants in Calcutta and its 
suDurha^t the same relief? I do not find any reason for excluding these 
areas. Sir, this legislation was 'tong overdue and I know that the majority 
of the members supporting the* Government are also in favour of such a 
legislation. I do not know why Government were allowed to delay such a 
legislation although a very large majority with the exception of a handful 
of members were in favour of such a legislation. I would remind honour- 
able members of the responsibility and the duty that they owe in respect of 
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ft legidlation of this naturo. Sir, you have not forgotten the opinions that 
were obtained over my Bill and the Bill that was sponsored by my friend, 
Maulvi Abdul Hakim of your party 

Mr. SPEAKER: Don’t say “yo^r party’'. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sorry, not of your party but of the 
Government party. The provisions of the Bill are also far from satisfac- 
tory. As regards the provision for eviction the 4th class of tenants have not 
been given any protection. They under certain circumstances will be evict- 
ed. What I suggest is that there should be provision prohibiting eviction 
of all classes of tenants. Eviction should not be allowed in any case. Then, 
Sir, there is a provision for realising premiums on transfer. Sir, non-agri- 
cultural lands are situated mainly in the municipal and Inmdar areas. Now, 
the valuation of tenancies in mofussil municipal areas is growing every 
year gradually. What is it due to? It is due to the improvement done by 
the municipality at the municipality’s own cost. By providing for premium 
on transfer you are going to give beneht to the landlords which they do not 
deserve because the valuation, as 1 submitted before, is being increased due 
to improvements made by municipalities’ efforts. So, if any premium is 
to be realised on transfer some portion should go to the municipal fund and 
also to the District Board fund for whose efforts the valuation of tenancies 
is increasing, and not to the landlord. Sir, these are a few suggestions 
that I inake now. I would request the memhers who will be in the Select 
Committee — all the members belonging to all parties and groups of this 
Assembly — to be very careful in modifying this Bill. There is ample scope 
for modification in the provisions of the draft Bill. The Bill should be 
thoroughly overhauled. It is not up to the demand which was expressed 
in the opinions obtained on my Bill and on the Bill sponsored by Maulvi 
Abdul IJakim. You also remember that there were many public 'meetings 
held and opinions expressed. I would also request you to refer to those 
opinions while considering the Bill in the Select Committee. With these 
few words, I would request the Hon’ble Minister also to carefully look into 
the provisions and enlarge the scope of the Bill to make it comprehensive 
and really beneficial to the non-agricultural tenants for whose interests this 
Bill has been sponsored. 


Mf, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to ojipo.se 
the motion that has been moved by my friend, Khan Bahadur Haji Badi 
Ahmed Chaudhu^ — the motion for circulation of the Bill for eliciting 
public opinion. This Bill was really circulated for eliciting public opinion 
inasmuch as a similar Bill sponsored by my friend, Mr. Nishitha Nath 
Knndu was circulated and public opinion obtained thereon, which was 
absolutely in favour of a Bill like this. So there is no sense in recircuIaU 
ing the Bill for eliciting public opinion. You are aware, Mr. Speaker, 
that there was a Committee appointed on the let August, 19r38. We find 
from the report which was submitted by the Committee that it was appointed 
with certain objects in view, namely, to investigate into the rights of the 
tenants of non-agncultural lands in the Province and to make recommenda- 
tions as to what should be done to protect the tenants from eviction at 
the sweet ™1 of tlm landlords. That was the Committee appointed to investi- 
gate into that problem. So there is no point in referring to the Transfer 
of Property Act of 1862. The Transfer of Property Act however allows 
eviction at the will of the landlord in respect of tenants-at-wi)l. Now who 
are me tenants-at-will”? All tenants living in the non-agricultural areas 
w urban areas are considered as ‘‘tenants-at-will” under the Transfer of 
Act. It was to suggest rafeguards against such eviction that the 
wd Committee was appointed which reported in the month of May, 1941 
t « ® referring to the provisions of the Transfer 

of I'roperty Act. The Bill that has been introduced in the Assembly is 
not up to the mark and there is ample scope for improvement. As a matter 
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ol fact my friend, Dr. Sanyal, has indicated how improvemeate can be made 
and Mr. kundu also has already suggested some improvements that can be 
made in the Bill. We hope ana trust that the Government will accept the 
suggestions that have been made by my friends, Dr. Sanyal and Mr. Kurdu. 
Sir, we do want to refer the Bill to a Select Committee, and we do so in the 
hope that the suggestions made will be incorporated in the Bill. We feel 
that tins Bill is long overdue. /As I said the Committee appointed for this 

a ose reported in 1941. It is now March, 1945. No more time should 
)st ana we hope that the Bill w’ill become the law of the land in the 
near future. 

With these few words I oppose the motion for circulation moved by my 
friend, Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chaudhury. 

Maulvl ABDUL WAHEO ; «fT^ 

fwrrft wcmwv vi ?fUTi ^ to ’rronr^ 

wm I '■tTTO wwfVtfsrm totw tfwtm ’TWsrr ti cvsm 

^TfiT ter te ?tin fprro 

srplh ’rfirv ?rTO ^ w c’t^ ’ptt ^ 

vtr— (?r^ 

itTf^^TT TO*! ’K tfoim CTO ’ffVTO ^ tef ^5tm <ii^ ter?- 

•iiTOn cTOr I /ifl cKir wte?r ^Vs TOt? to i ^ 

>rr^i wfiff'oteF TO‘t wter 5t^ (ti ’fwf jtoi c ^— toito 

^ AVs t[WTm cn 5C5T?:^ TO C*I TO 

c<zw 5 

CTO (to to to TOtit TO I srat f^vs stt c^r ctot 

term Ttvt'fTO TO, f^tcwm '5n3‘t'n*1f rm to, At ^ cro^ to ter wi 
5TO sn I TO1 TO TO wms TO, TOCi; to ^TO (TtTO 

tet «*fi tor toti TO*nr to i ^ toc^ c^tto otr ten/ f*R f^- 
1[^7TO ^-TOC®! C^sm fVf TO TO (PRf^ TOs ^ At 

TTi I ^Jtm fV ^4^ TO cTO fpin ctot Tf*TTO5i TO *rr7 jjtoto 
wtew A^ TO5 ’rronr y? <7r?TO wr^r tot® TOf^ i 

Mfa Ml 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, possibly this is 
the first time 1 am taking part in the debates in this session of the Assembly. 
I think, Sir, that this is a very important Bill and I fail to understand why 
Government has chosen that Calcutta and suburbs should be excluded from 
the operation of this Bill. Member after member has spoken about the ill- 
advised way in whi<A the Bill is going to be pushed through in this House, 
and in that connection reference has been made about the bustee population 
of Calcutta. Everybody knows the difficulties and inconveniences of the 
bustee population of Calcutta and the hardships which the tenants of these 
husteeg undergo under the landlords. 1 had occasion personally to be a 
councillor of the Calcutta Corporation sometime back and once had the 
honour of becoming the Chairman of the Roads and Bustec Committee. 1 
had the privilege of going through the different huHees of Calcutta. I 
ac(|uired some personal knowledge and I know also how the religious senti- 
ments of the Muslim husiee papulation are being utilised by the Jjeague 
organisation, but when the question of amelioration of the condition of the 
hu9U$ tenants— 6«4ifee.f where Muslim tenants peponderate — fail to 
understand how men who are very overiealous in thinking about the welfare 
of the Muslim population oannot think in terms of beUerment of the lot of 
the people of the hmsUes, 
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Sir, ii reminds me of an occasion when I had to give some judgment in 
regard to the improvement of a hu^t^e, Under the Calcutta Corporation 
there are rules by which the lot of the bmtees can be improved and luiid- 
lords can be compelled to improve the hujitees in different ways. It may 
be asked whv has the Calcutta Corporation lagged behind. 6f late, Tlis 
Excellency the Governor has visited some of these hustt^x and jmssibly the 
Chief Minister Sir Naaimuddin accompanied His Excellency the Governor 
and showed him round the condition oi .the butiee tenants some time back* 
A conference was held after that in Government House or in the Secretariat 
— I am not sure where — and the decision of the conference has heeii that the 
lot of these busters should be improved. Well, Sir, after that .some time has 
elapsed. The Bill is before the House. There wu.s enougli time for the 
Ministry* to think over the provisions of the Bill, before the whole of 
Calcutta and the suburbs of Calcutta were advisedly excluded from the 
operation of the Bill even after His Excellency the Governor went round 
the bustees and saw with his own eyes the condition of the bustme tenants. 
I do not know, Sir, why the Ministry has not thought it fit that the bustees 
in Calcutta and other places should be included in the operation of the Bill. 
Government owes a duty U) the jieople in this respect. The Bill is Iwing 
referred to a Select Committee. If it is once referred to a Select Committee, 
the Select Committee, will go into only those provision.s that are in the Bill 
Itself The Select Committee cannot say that Calcutta suburbs should be 
included in the Bill. I submit. Sir, either Oovernmeul should withdraw 
this Hill or bring in another Bill in another shape, i.e., re-introduce it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not agree that the Select Committee’s hand is 
tied down in that way. 


Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED; Well, Sir, if it is not, if these words 
have put some wisdom in the members sitting over there they should state 
so (dearly. When the question of representation comes, when the question 
ot ccmimuualism comes, they come in their hundreds with flags and festoons 
r™ but what is the condition of these tenants? 
Nothing IS done about them. I hope, Sir, that the Hon’ble Minister who is 
in charge of the Bill, though he is himself a landlonl, will think hundred 
times and advise his brother colleagues that the Bill should be changed and 
presented m another shape so as to include Calcutta and suburbs with a view 
to improve the condition of the bustee tenants of Calcutta and suburbs 
\oii know, Sir how the bustre tenanU live. They approached Government 
several times; they held meetings, Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy presided over 
many meetings. He held out hopes at many meetings, but on the question 
of amelioration of the concha of the Wcc tenants nothing is done 
therefore, ignore the case of these poor tenants a 

senous inflict will ensue. I am not holding out any threat, but if you do 
not ameliorate the condition of the hustee tenants iii Calcutta and suburbs 
1 do not know what will happen. But I know something of Calcutta. The 
population, I mean, the people of Calcutta will be faced with a very grave 
crisis in the near future. Sir, member after member has spoken how the 
tenants have been thrown out of their bouses: after they had built their 
houses by spending a lot of money they had been thrown out of their houses 
and asked to go away with bags and baggages. Hundreds of such oases of 
ejectment have been instituted in the Small Cause Court. 


Mr. SPEAKER; Mr, vSbamsuddin, will you take more time? 

* Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then the House should adjourn now for prayer. 

(At this stage the House was accordingly adjourned for 15 minutes for 
prayer.) * ^ 
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d^/ter adjaurmnent.) 

Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I was mentioning 
certain facts about tbe ministerial activities. 1 am now coming to the 
final conclusion, and I shall now refer to some aspects of the Bill in a few 
words from the Statement of Objects and Reasons wherein it is stated. 

“It is obvious, however, that' the degree of protection cannot be the same 
for all classes of tenants and it has been considered necessary to make a 
distinction between tenancies which are — 

(1) of unknown origin or which originated from before the Transfer of 

Property Act, 1882; 

(2) held under a written lease for a specified period of not less than 

twelve years; 

(d) held under a written lease but without specification of any period 
or without a written lease but originating from after the Transfer 
of Property Act, 1882, in either case the period of possession not 
being less than twelve years; 

(4) held under a written lease or otherwise for a period of more than 
one year but less than twelve years. 

It is proposed to confer permanent, heritable and transferable rights on 
all tenants coming under (11. Lessees under (2) should have a right of 
renewal on fair and equitable terms, but in case the lessor has allowed a 
pucca structure to be constructed on the land, the tenant should have the 
status of a permanent lessee irrespective of the period of occupation. 
Lessees under (3) should have a permanent heritable right. All holdings 
coming under (2) and (3) should be transferable on payment of a landlords’ 
transfer fee. A perversion of user or a breach of a condition of the contract 
should be the only grounds on which a tenant under (1), (2) or (3) can be 
evicted. In case of tenants under (4) provision has been made for payment 
of compensation under certain circumstances in case of eviction. It is also 
proposed to provide for conversion of agricultural holdings within municipal 
areas into uon-agricultural holdings. 

The Bill has been drafted to provide for these protective rights and also 
to confer other incidental but necessary rights on the non-agricultural 
tenants of the different classes.* 

Sir, it seems to me, as 1 have mentioned, that from the very beginning 
this classification will force the people to go to court. Therefore the real 
object of the Bill will be frustrated and difficulties will be created in the 
way of tenants as well as landlords. I think that this Bill haa been ill- 
conceived, but all the same what I want to propose is this. I do not know 
what the Ministry is going to do. This is a very emergent measure and, as 
I was submitting, only the other day His Excellency the Governor talked 
of tlm conditions of buiteet in the city of Calcutta." This Bill deals with 
the non-agricultural foldings of the whole province with the exception of 
Calcutta and its suburbs. I would most respectfully ask the Ministry to 
remember that merely asking the Governor to undertake a tour and taking 
and showing him round the bustea will not improve the conditions of the 
hmtee tenants. This is an occasion on which the Ministry can do a great 
deal if it has the real interests of the tenants of non«agricultural areas at 
heart. Therefore, I think that it would be very wise if the whole Bill is 
discuawd and considered here and now without referring it to the Select 
Commi^e. We did so in the^case of the Bengal Tenancv (Amendment) 
Bill. On this occasion also the present Bill can be discus^ on the floor 
of the House. We are all unanimously of the opinicm that the conditions 
of tenants of non«agricultural areas should improve. So, ^e Bill can be 
mhed through during this session and the particular provision for the 
inclusion of Calcutta and its suburbs can also be made in the Bill on the 
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|b>or oa the Hoiwe. I do not know what the Ministry intond» to do. We 
i>h f know it presently from the reply of the Hon’ble Minister in oharire 
the BUI. 1 do feel, Sir, that the real inieresfa of the tenants will be 
eerred by this Bill if it is passed during this session. We are glad to note 
that the Hon’ble Chief Minister has evinced great interest in the oonditions 
of hustee dwellers in Calcutta. I hope that the Bill will be taken up on the 
floor of the House and that the Bill with the necessary improvements will 
be passed during this session. 

With these few words, I hope by now — not during the time f have deli- 
vered my speech, but during the time of the Governor’s tour in Calcutta — 
wisdom has dawned on the Ministers and that they will see their way to 
get this Bill passed at an early date. I also hope that my friends on that 
side of the House not only of the l^eague but also of the Kuropean group 
who are supporting the present Ministry will lend their -whole-hearted 
support to this Bill and see that it is passed into law. 

The Hon’bte Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEAs Sir, at the fag end of 

the day I propose to be brief. Of all the speakers, only Maharaja Sris- 
chatidra Nandy of (/O.ssiiiibaxar has questioned the necessity of the Bill. My 
answer is quite simple. The ver^' fuet that the elected representatives of 
‘ the people in this Assembly have not once or twice but thrice unanimously 
passed the temporary provisions Bill is proof positive that there is actual 
necessity for the Bilf and that, I think, is a sufficient answer to the Maharaja 
of CossimbaKar’s ([uestion as to the necessity of the Bill. 

Sir, as regards the pronosal for circulation by Khan Bahadur liaji Badi 
Ahmed Chowdhury, I would only say that the Committee which was ajqxiint- 
ed to enquire into the condition of tenants submitted its rejKirt so tar back 
as 19d9 and since 1941 a tem|>orary Bill is in force and the Bill, when it 
w'as first drafted in 1941, was thoroughly circulated and public ojdnion 
was fully elicited. So, no useful purpose except shelving the Bill can be 
served by circulating the Bill once ngain. 

Dr. Sanyal and others have practically confined their whole observations 
to the condition of the tenants in Calcutta proper and no speaker has said 
anytliing regarding the provisions of the Bill which is now before the House. 
It seems that the provision.^ of the Bill have the unanimous support of the 
House. There are some no doubt who want further improvernent.H in the 
Bill. Sir, Government do not claim that this Bill is perfect. There may 
be room for further improvements and I am sure the Select Ctunmittce 
which has been profwsed to be formed and which will consist of repri‘Hon- 
tatives of all parties in the House will be able to go through the Bill more 
carefully, more thoroughly and more fully and will be able to come -mt wjth 
a BiU which will be acceptable to all sections of the House. 

Sir, it is true — and from my personal experience of the actual situation 
in the urban areas of the Presidency I can say — that a section of the public 
may suffer to tome extent, but 1 am sure that those who^are generally Known 
as zemindan, and in this particular case may be called land-holders, will 
be able to rise equal to the occasion and must gladly sacrifice their interests 
for the welfare and prosperity of the general public. 

Sir, the charge that the present Government is not sympathetic, sincere 
and earnest towards the welfare of the masses is farthest from tlie truth. 
The preMUt Government has already promulgated various Ordinances to 
give relief to the general public. The Bengal Bent Control Older, the 
Calcutta Rent Control Order, the Hotels and Ixidging Houses Control Order 
are but a few instances of such activities o( the present Govemmout. 

Sir, regarding the condition of the Calcutta tenants, even with ray 
limited experience I am convicted that it calls for immediato improvement. 
Government is already c^idering the condition of the Calcutta tenants and 
it has under contemplation a scheme to ^ve them neceseoi^ relief os early 
ms poesible and os soon as possible. It is rather difficult tor a non-Uwyer 
28 * 
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like myself to say off-liajid whether the preamble of this Bill leaves ample 
scope to include Calcutta with all its complications and liifficulties. Even 
if it is possible, still I would submit that I feel personally li»at a more com- 
prehensire Bill is necessary to deal with the situation in Calcutta and 1 can 
assure the House that G-ovemment will do that as soon and as early as pos- 
sible, but, Sir, to include Calcutta in ihis Bill will be a rather half-hearted 
wav of dealing with Calcutta, and 1 feel that the provisions of this Bill alone 
wifi not be able to improve the condition of the Calcutta tenants as 
thoroughly and as properly as possible. 


Regarding the cxxndition of the hustee people, His Excellency the 
Governor ana the prewnt Government also have taken up the matter and 
I am sure a scheme will be evolved in no distant future lo give immediate 
relief to the bjistee people. The Calcutta situation is far more complicated 
and I would respectfully submit for the consideration of the House to allow 
the Government to bring forward a more comprehensive Bill dealing wiih the 
situation in Calcutta. 

Sir, I am thankful to my friend Maulvi Abdul Wabed llokainagari tor 

S iviiig his good wishes and blessings to the Bill. Both of my friends 
[r. Atul Krishna Ghose and Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu liave ilealt jnore 
with the Calcutta situation than with the situation in the ( tlier urban areas 
of the province. I do not proptise to enter into a detailed discussion about 
the situation in Calcutta as I have already said that even with my most 
limited experience of the situation in Calcutta I am myself fully convinced 
that the (yalcutta situation requires immediate action. 

Sir, I do not propose to make any further observation regarding the 
different proposals for including more names in the Select Cmimittee. 1 
would only submit that this Select Committee has been formed in full ((Ui- 
sultation with all the parties concerned and we have made evciy (ffort 
to make this Select Committee as representative as iM)ssibIe. A mere la^rusal 
of the list of names on the Select Committee will immediately convince 
any honourable member that it is fully representative and die names oi 
members have l>eeu put in on the nomination or recommendation of ibe 
resjjective parties. The only party whose recommendation was not received 
^ the time when the notice for the Select Committee was sent was the 
Krishak Proja Party, and I most gladly accept the motion of my triend 
Mr. Asimuddiu Ahmed to include the name of Mr. liamizuddin ‘Ahmed. 
Ah regards the other names, I would respectfully request the movers of the 
motions not to press their motions, since this is an agreed list for all 
practical purposes. 


Sir, I do noj propose to take up any more time of the House. I am glad 
to find that the proposal as a whole has the unanimous support of the House 
and I hope the Select Committee after a close and careful consideration will 
^ able to bring forward a Bill which wdll be more useful and more success- 
ful. Government will try to bring forward this Bill as soon as and as early 
M possible, but at the same time, Government think that this Bill should 
M considered most carefully and thoroughly. Therefore. I submit that the 
S®- ^ ® appropriate and suitable body to discuss 

this Bill in all its aspects. It will be difficult to take up this Bill and to 
discuss it clause by clause in this very session. I can assuiie the House that 
durum the next se^on of the Assembly Government will be able to bring 
forwl^ this Bill through the Select Cfommittee. 

No these few observati^s I opp<xie all the amendments excepting 

The ^tion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Cffiowdhurv that th^ 
Nou-A^cultrol Twancy Bill, 1^, be circulated for tk purpose 
n opinion thereon by the 30th Ajaril, 1945, was then put and 1^ 
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Mr. tYIO* iADRUDOUJA: Sir, I beg leave to withdraw my motion. 
The motion of Mr. Syed Badruddnja that the following name be added 
to the pereonnel of the Select Committee proposed, namely: — 

Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Choudhury, 
was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed that the following name be added 
to the personnel of the Select Committee pro})osed, namely: — 

Mr. Ramizuddin Ahmed, 
was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar that the following name bo 
added to the personnel of the Select Committee proposed, namely: — 

Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea as amended that the 
Bengal Non-Agri cultural Tenancy Bill, 1946, be referred to a Select Obm- 
mittee consisting of; — 

(1) Mr. Sadaruddin Ahmed, 

(2) Mr. Md. Abul Fazl. 

(3) Khan Bahadur Aulad Hossain Khan, 

(4) Maulvi Abdul Hakim (Mymensingh), 

<5) Haji Safiruddin Ahmed, 

(6) Mr. Shyama Prosad Barman, 

(7) Rai Sahib Jagat Chandra Mandal, 

(8) Mr. Mia Abdul Hafiz, 

(9) Mr. Radhanath Das, 

(10) Mr. J. A. Powell, 

(11) Maharaja iSrischandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar, 

(12) Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sunyal, 

(I'll Mr. Upendra Nath Barman, 

(14) Mr. iiamizuddin Ahmed, and 

(15) the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the Revenue Department (the 

mover), 

witli instructions to submit their report within seven days from the com- 
mencement of the next session or the dlst of July, 1946, whichever is 
earlier, 

was then put and agreed to. 

Aitjouitimtfit 


The House was then adjourned at 7-28 p.m. till 4 
6th March, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


p.m. on Tuesday, tht 
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Proceedingi ol the Bengal Legiilathre Auembly attemUed under 
the provitioni of the Government of India Acty 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
6th March, 1945, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Naushee Ali) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ hie Ministers and 177 members. 

Obituary. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Ladies and gentlemen, before we proceed with the 
business of the House, it is my melancholy duty to refer to the death of 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Abdul Karim, m.l.c., who was a Minister of the 
Government of Bengal under the present Government of India Act. Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Abdul Karim died on the Isjt of March, 1945, at the ape 
of 69. He was a member of the Council of State and for many years Chair- 
man of the Tippera District Board. He also served his country in various 
other capacities. He was respected by all for his honesty and for his 
outspoken sincerity. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I feel it is the desire of the House to send a 
message of condolence to the bereaved family. I hope members will signify 
their assent by rising in their seats. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, Secretary will take necessary action. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

(Secretary called held over starred question No. 94 of the 28th 
Febi*uary,) 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, this question may be taken up 
later today. — 

Mr. SPEAKER: There are 3 questions of the same kind. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There are 4 questions including 
another one of this kind. These questions may be taken up later in the day. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Held over question No. 138 (starred) of 5th March. 

Haif-yatiiy rsviawt of oases of soourity prisoners for purpooe of their rsloaso 
and further detention. 

•18S. ly^. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department l)e pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the cases of the security prisoners are reviewed every six months 
and fresh orders are served oil them Jor further detention under Ordinance III 
of 1944P 

(h) If the answer to (<i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of security prisoners that have been released as 
the result of such reviews f 

(c) Is it a fact that not a single security inrisoner has so far been leleasod 
as the result of such reviews? 
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Will the Hon’hle Minister be iileased to state — 

(t) who are the persons entrusted with the work of reviewing the cases 
of security prisoners ; and 

(ft) whether it is a fact that the reviewing authorities have never inter- 
viewed the security prisoners in order to ascertain their xi^ws 
before or after the jta.ssing of detention orders ? 

(e) If tbe answer to (<f)(u) is in the affirmative^ will the Hon*ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor P 

(f) What is the procedure followed hv the reviewing authorities before 
leaching a decision about further detention of security pnsouersP 

(g) Is it a fact that the Suli-Insiiecdors or soinetimcvc Inspectors of 
Intelligence Department jieriodically c«)me and interview with the security 
prisoners and ask them one or two ciuestions at the time of six-monthly 
reviews and on their reports within a few days the orders for further deten- 
tion are served? 

(h) Is it a fact that the security prisoners are supplied with Notices 
(Communications) under section 7 of the Kestriction and Detention Ordi- 
nance, 1944 (Ordnance III of 1J>44), containing the charges written in 
.five lines such as supporting the August Resolution of the Congress or being 
a memlier of an organisation the cdijccts of whic h included armed i-evolutions, 
for their answers as soon as possible? 

(i) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state w'bcther it is u fact — 

(1) that the security prisoners in their reply termed the c harges as vacrue, 

stereotvix'd and indefinite, and asked for details so that tney 
would })e in a position to rebut them ; and 

(2) that the security prisoners in their mply requested the authorities to 

put them in ojicn trial? 

0) Are the Government aware that in many cases orders for detention and 
notices containing cdiarges and asking the detenu to reidy to them ns soon 
as ix)S8il)le are servcnl simultaneously or at the intei-val of a few hours or 
sometimes orders for detention are served first and then the notices contain- 
ing charges are given and replies thereto are asked for afterwards? 

(/r) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor^ 

(f) Are the Government considering the desirability of releasing the 
security prisoners? 

(m) If the answer to (1) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

MOHAMMED ALI (an bahalf of CN Hen'bit Khwaia 
■Ir NaiinNNMin): (a) and (;) Tea. ' 

(b) 102^ 

(c) and (d) (it) No, 

(*) His Excellency the Governor with the help of his Security 
Advisers. 

(e) Does not arise. 

(/) I am not prepared to furnish the information in public interest. 

(^). Police Officers periodically interview with the security prisoners but 
extenwota orders are issued after considering all relevant materials against 
individual security prisoners including reports of such interviews. 

(A) Grounds of order of detention are communicated to security prisoners 
as cmarly as possiUe without disclosing facts which are considerea against 
public interest to disclose. 

(t) Some seemity prisoned have done so. 
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(k) The replies to the notices are considered in due course when the 
orders of detention are reviewed. 

(l) and (w) No proposal for mass release of security prisoners is under 
considei-ation of Grovemment but on scrutiny of each case individually 
Government release those whose continued detention is no longer considered 
absolutely necessary. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us what are the names of the Security Advisers of His 
Excellency the Governor? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: In the interest of public security 
I cannot disclose the names. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether His Excellency the Governor of Bengal has visited 
the security prisoners at any time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (A), will the 
Government be pleased to consider the desirability of placing on the library 
table a specimen copy of the order which according to Government answer 
communicates all the grounds as clearly as possible? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; 1 do not understand wliat the 
honourable member means by specimen copy? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Any copy. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Security Advisers of His Excellency the GoveruoT ever 
visited the security prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Hr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state Avhat is the rank and status of the Security Advisers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I refer the honourable member to 
what I stated earlier. 

Hr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Is it a fact that the Security 
Advisers belong to the executive or to the Police? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have nothing further to add. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state who formulates the questionnaire before the interview is 
made ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: To what interview does the 
honourable member refer — the interview of the officers to determine whether 
the security prisoners have made any change in their opinion? 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Yes. 

Jhan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr, SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the substance of the (questions which are put to the 
prisoners at the interview prior to their examination? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALll My reply is the same as in (/). 
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Mr. SAtANKA SEKHAR lANYAU Will tile Hon’Ue Minister be 
pleased to state whether the ssme questions are put to the prisoners at tbe 
interview ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The same reply as mentioiiedl in 
my reply (/). 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is the report of the interview 
put before the Hon 'hie Minister? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The same reply as to (/). 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Security Advisers have any legal education and training? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Most certainly. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: AVill the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state what points are proposed to be elucidated when the ques- 
tions are put to the prisoners? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The same i-eply as to (/). 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ‘hie Minister be 
pleased to .state whether there is any direction to the Ministry not to disclose 
any information which may he sought through questions? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is no such direction. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; A^^l) the Hon’hle Minister be 
plea.sed to state ah\ answers are not being given to this question? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In the interest of the public safety 
und security. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased 
to 1st ate if he knows wdiat is the substance of the questions that are put to 
the prisoners during the Police interview? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Are these answers framed with the 
knowledge and under the direction of the Hon’ble the Home Minister? • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. If you 
would be pleased to look into the question and answer given and the supple- 
mentaries, it is clear that this matter was dealt with by the Minister in 
charge absolutely with a view to getting rid of the matter and there w^ 
no attitude of giving any answer to the questions. Can you he helpful in 
this matter, Sir? 

Mr. BREAKER: That is no point of order. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: My question is wMher you oan 
help us. 

Mr. BREAKER: The remedy is not in my hand; it is in your hands. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA MKHAR 8ANYAL: I ask, Sir, whether the Speaker 
can be ‘helpful in this connection. 

Mr. BREAKER: No, he cannot. 

Mr. NI8HITHA MATH KUNDU I Will* the Hon’ble Minieter be pleM^ 
to st.te if the eecrity prieonew can take help of their legal adTiaw. m 
answering questions and charges? 
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Klmi BifuMiMr MOHAMMED ALIs 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. NliHITHA NATH KUNDUs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the security prisoners are allowed to cross-examine 
the Security Advisers P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA MATH KUNDU: In view of the answer just now 
given to my question^ will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to enquire into 
the matter and let this House know whether the security prisoners have got 
the right to take help of their legal advisers in this matter? 

KImii Bitiiflur MOHAMMED ALI: Tes. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In view of the answers ^iven or 
not given, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider the desirability 
of advising his department not to insult the prisoners by having granted 
them interviews wnich are mere humbug? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Regarding seourity prisoner 8J. 8hiva Kumar SinKa and supply of Hindi 
newspaper to seourity prisoner Sardar 8hiva 8ingh. 

•139. Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BANERJEE: ia) Will Ihe Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the security prisoner Sj. Shiva Kumar Sinha who was arrest^ 

at Faridpur on the 27th June, 1942, is a native of Bihar and iy 
now detained at Dum Dum Central Jail; 

(ii) whether he made a representation for externment from Bengal to 

Bihar on 29th April, 1944, followed by reminders on 29th June, 
1^4, 20th July, 1944, and 9th September, 1944 ; and 

(tit) whether he made a j)etition to the Chief Minist<»r for externment from 
Bengal on 21st September, 1944? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether he is prepared to extern him; and’ if not, why 
not? 

* (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister be ]>leased to state — 

(i) whether security prisoner Sj. Sardar Shiva Singh, now detained at 

I>um Dum Central Jail, applied for the .supply of the daily Hindi 
{)flper Visiramitm on 8th dune, 1948, from the Presidency Jail; 
and 

(ii) whe^thcr he wrote a letter U, the present Hon’ hie Minister in cliarge 

of Communications and Works Department on 26th October, 1944, 
regarding the matter i-eferred to aoove? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, w^bat action does the Hon’hle 
Minister proj^se to take in the matter? 

Kliiii Bthadur MOHAMMED ALI (on Mialf of the Hoifblo Khwaja 
•ir NaiimiMkltn): (a) Tea. 

(b) The matter is under correspondence with the Bihar Qovemment whose 
reply is awaited. 

^(e) Yes. 

\d) The matter is under coJTsideration. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KtINDU: With reference to question (c)(t), 
Tegarding the supply of a daily Hindi paper, wiB the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleated to tell us bow long baa this matter been under the consideration 
of Qovemmentf 
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Kluui HiN w to MOHAMMED ^Lls I want notice. 

Mr. HIEHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Uinister remember 
that in reply to a Question regarding the supply of a daily Hindi newspaw 
OoTemment replied in the same strain, namely, that the matter was under 
consideration some time back? 

Kim Bihidur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not remember but as far as I 
remember in reply to another question it was stated that a Hindi vernaoular 
daSly was included in the approved list. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU* Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any of the dailies published in Calcutta are included in the list 
of approved daily newspapers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. I have already stated that formerly 
a weekly was allowed but recently a Hindi vernacular daily has been included 
but I cannot give the name of the paper. 

Mr. KISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’ble Minister know 
that no Hindi daily paper published in Calcutta has yet been supplied to the 
Hindi-knowing security prisoners? 

Khan BahMhir MOHAMMED ALI: Previously it was not allowed but 
subsequently it was allowed but I cannot say what the name of the paper 
is and wherefrom it is published. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state from what time the security prisoners are trying to get Hindi dailies 
in the jails? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIs 1 do not know from when they are 
trying to get one but they have been given one. 

Appointment of speoial oonstahiaa from Laigpla Union of Li^gola 
polioo-atation. 

M40. Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL; Will the Hon^ble Minister 
in ( barge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased .to state — 

{a) bow many persons within Lalgola Union of the Lalgola police- 
-station of the district of Murshidubad have recently been appointed 
special constables ; 

(h) the reasons for such appointment ; 

(c) the appointing authorities; 

(rf) the law under which such apjiointraent was made; 

(e) to. whether the District Magistrate was consulted in the matter, and 
(it) whether District Magistrate has approved; and 

if) whether objections have been made on behalf of public; if so, with 
what result? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bMialf of tho Hon’hlo Ktiwaja 
Sir NaiimudMn): (a) About 80 persons. 

(h) For the maintenance of law and order and the protection of property. 

(c) The Superintendent of Police, Murshidalmd. 

(dl Under Defence of India Rule 50B. 

( 0 ) No. • 

(/) Objections were raised and the order has since been withdrawn. 

Mr. NliHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state, with reference to answer (a), who are these persons wad. want ift 
thair ages? 
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Khm Bahadur MOHAMMEO ALU is Tery dH&ouU to give their 
mme$ and ages offhand. 

Mr# HISHITHA NATH KUNDUs What are their occupations? 

Khan Bihacillf MOHAMMED ALI: It is also very difficult to give the 
occupations of these 80 persons offhand. 

Mr. BASANKA 8EKHAR lANYAU Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state why and under what circumstances the appointments were 
withdrawn ? 

Khan Bihidur MOHAMMED ALI: Because objections were raised to 
the appointment of these persons and therefore Government reconsidered 
the matter. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it not a fact that Government 
advised the local Superintendent of Police that the appointment was wrongly 
done and therefore the order was withdrawn? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is in the affiftnative. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to tell us the minimuiu and maxiiuuni age of the persons appointed Y 

Khm BalHMlur MOHAMMED ALI: Age varied from 38 years which 
was the minimum to 60. 

Mr. NI8HITHA MATH KUNDU: Does the Hon'ble Minister know 
that there is nothing mentioned in rule 59B about the appointment of 
special constables for the maintenance of law and order? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know whether it is men- 
tioned or not because 1 have not got a copy of the Defence of India Rules 
with me, but I presume there must be something mentioned. 

Mr. NI8HITHA MATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to enquire whether under rule 59B appointment of special constables cannot 
be made for the maintenance of law and order? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: As I have already said, I cannot 
answer that question because I have not got any copy of the Defence of 
India Rules before me. ^ 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the Parliamentary Secretary of the Chief Minister is a special 
constable ? 

Mr. BREAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the District Magistrate was consulted before the 
appointment was made? 

Khin Bahidur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is it also not a fact Govern^ 
meut disapproved of such appointment without consulting the District 
Magistrate? 

Khan Bahidur MOHAMMED ALI: Government upheld the objection 
raised and that is why this order was withdrav^. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA BEKHAR JANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
Toleased to state whether Government has given instruction to this particular 
Ppiice Superintendent that such appointment should not be made in future? 

KliaR Jaliadlir MOHAMMED ALit That is a mattw of intenai 
administration. I am afraid, I cannot reply to that. 
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Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Miiuiiter be pleaeed 
|o state what are the reasons for not consulting? the Distiiot Magistrate? 

Khan NiliMtur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know. 


Prvsent oomlitiofi haalth of oooyrity priaontrs Sit. Kodoretwir Son anO 
* Ramosh Chandra Acharya. 

. *141. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: {a) Will the Hoiilde Minister in 
charge of the Home (Special) Department be jdeased (t» state — 

(/) where the following sec‘nrity prisoners, viz., — 

(11 Sj. Kedareswar Sen, and 

Sj. Kaniesli (’h:\ndra Acharya have been kept: 

ill) what is tlie condition of their present health; and 

(;//) whether they are suftering from various serious tliseases? 

ib) If the answer 1<» (a) {Hi) is in the afhrmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be jileased to state what ste|»s have been taken by the (lovernnieut 
for theii tieatuient? 

(c) Are the (Government considering the desiiahility of releasing them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon'bte Khwaja 
€ir Nazimuddin): (o)(f) Kedareswar Hahn is now confined at Jalpaiguri 
Jail and Uamesh Babu at Presidency Jail. 

{in, ifif) and (/>) Hahn Kidare.^vutr Svn — Ue was suftering from 

eougli with a flight (‘^ening rise of temperature, aimrexiu, eonstipuiion and 
flatulence As a result ot thorough examination and treatment these have 
all settled d(»wn an<l m* serious disease ean he detected at present. 

Hahu Uamesh Chandra Acharya. — He was suffering from duodenal uleer 
for wliirli he was examined by a Physician SjHMialist. He is now under 
pr(»pe! treatment and is keeping well. 

(r) Xo. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'hle Minister he pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that Buhu Kedareswar Sen Gupta who according 
to the Government reply has no serious disea.se, has been reduced tf> 74 lbs. 
and cannot stir out of bed? 

Khifi Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. Yes, but his weight is stationary 
at 74 lbs. and he is very much weak, but his health has improved since he 
went to the present jail. 

CriewanceB of security prisoners in the Presidency «lail and their redraas. 

M42. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the llon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Dejmrtiuent l)e pleased to state — 

(/) whether the security prisoners of the Presidency Jail have Wn com- 
plaining against the jail ofticiais to the »Su[)eriutendeDt of the Jail 
and other higher officers for disregarding and violating the pro- 
visions of the Bengal Security Prisoners Rules; 

(ti) whether cer^u security prisoners (8js. Nagendn* Sekhar Chakra- 
varty, Xishitha Natn Kundu, m.l.a., Panchanan Bose, Haridas 
Ghosh, Niharemlu Dutta-Majumdar, ai.l.a., Sihnath Banerjee, 

. M.L.A., Kedareswar Sen, Satiiu Sen and others have l»eeii coutinually 

pressing for the redress of the grievances for the last 9 months' 
either on behalf of all security prisoners-or on their own l)ehalf; 

(«V) whether several questions relating to maladministration and incom- 
petence of jail officials were put in the last budget session of this 
House by Sjs. Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., Niharendu Dutt- 
Majumdar, M.LfA., and Sibnath Banerjee, ii.L.A.; 
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(tt?) whether the Inspector-General of Prisons met the represratatiTes oi 
security prisoners in Presidency Jail on the 22hd April, IW; ‘ 

(v) whether after hearing the details of grievances, the Inspector-General 

of Prisons recommended redress of some of them; and 

(vi) what measures were actually recommended for by the Inspector- 

General of Prisons ? • 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table, a copy of 
the Inspector-General’s inspection report with the steps taken so far in con- 
nection with them? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of instituting a 
thorough enquiry into the grievances of securty prisoners in the Presidency 
Jail, and taking steps to remedy them? 

Khan Bahatfur MOHAMMED ALt (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir NaiimtNlcItn): {a){i) to (iv) Yes. 

(v), (vi) and (b) The visit was an informal one, and as such no regular 
inspection report was submitted. 

(e) The Home Minister is satisfied that the grievances have ^een 
redressed in so far as these could be reasonably removed without detriment 
to Jail discipline. 

Arnault on Mourity priMnon in tht hospital ward of tho Rajihahi dail. • 

M43. Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Dejwirtment be please<l to state — ■ 

(a) whether there was assault and lafbi charge on the security prisoneis 

in the hospital ward of the Rajshahi Jail on the 2tfth December 
last; 

(b) whether the following prisoners were hurt and injured — 

(i) Sj, Priyaranjan Das Gupta, 

(ii) 8j. Arun Banerjee, 

(in) Sj. Saral Kumar Guha, and 
(tv) Sj. Bireswur Singha; 

(c) whether it is a fact that after assault, the prisoners were taken by 

force to punishment cells and confined there; 

(d) whether the j)ri8oners named in clause {b){ii), {lii} and (h) have 

been suflfenng for a long time from serious type of illness and 
have considerably lost in weights; 

(e) whether some of the Hon’ble Ministers were by letters and telegraphic 

messages informed about the incident requesting them to enquire 
into tlie matter and visit the jail; 

(/) what steps, if any, have been taken in the matter; and 
(g) whether it is a fact that during the period from the 25th April, 
1943, till today there were three such assaults on the security 

S risoners, one each in the Presidency Jail, the Alipore Central 
ail and the Rajshahi Jail? 

^ Khtn Bihadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bMialf of tho Hon’hlo Khwajt 
iir NaximyiMill) S (a) and (h) The honourable member is referred to the 
reply to items Nos. (a)(f) and (tt) of starred euestion No. 114, by Mr. Pratul 
Chandra Ganguli, m.l.a., which was delivereu on the 13th December, 1944. 

(c)No.. 

(d) Only security* iwisoners Babus Arun Banerjee and Bireswar 
have been suffering from chronic amoBlnasis and asthma, respectively. They 
have since been trimsf erred to the Presidency Jail for treatment by specialist, 

(e) Yes. 
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; (/) The Home Minister himself yisited the Rajshahi Central Jail. 

(o) Only two incidents, one in the Presidency Jail and the other in the 
Bajehahi Central Jail, took place since the 25th April, l&iS. 

Iir« NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs In view of the fact that this oopy 
of the minute of the Legislative Assemblv has not been supplied to membeta 
and also not found in the Library, will the Hon'ble Minister please read 
oirt the entire reply given to Starred question 114? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not a supplementary question. 

Mr. NiSHITHA NATH KUNDU: The difficulty is 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have understood your p6int. You have not got the 
publication. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: No, Sir, neither it is found in the 
Library. So it is very difficult to remember. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This question must stand over. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Instead of holding it over 1 might 
read out the reply. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That will not be proper. 

Supply of khaddar to politioaf priaonort within the sohodulod prloa. 

M44. Dr. SURE8H CHANDRA BANERdEE: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home (Jails) Department he pleased to state 
wliiether it is u fa('t — 

(n that the intention of the present (lovernment is to encourage both 
cottage and big industries; 

(li) that khduhlar us a cottage industry is produced in various parts of 
Bengal now; 

{ni) that among the security prisoners there is a fair number who habitu- 
ally put on khnddar; and 

{tv) if so, whether Government propose to help them while they are in 
jail in their practice of putting on khaddar^ 

(h) Is the Hoii’ble Minister aw^are that in spite of rejxsated requests to 
the jail authorities it is not, at times, being possible for them to get khaddar 
from the jail authorities? 

(c) Will the Iloii’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the prices of khaddar compared to that of mill cloth being a little 
higher a request was made to the Insiiectfir-General of Prisons during his 
recent visit to the Rajshahi Jail by the representatives of the political 
nrisoners of that jail to the effect that in order io make it possible for the 
habitual khadi wearers to secure kfuufdar within the schedule price, the life 
of khaddar might be increased as it is done in the case of soap, hair oil, 
etc.? 

Khm Batiadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bMiolf of tho Hon’IMo Kbwilo 
•ir Niilmuddin): (a)(t) to (m) Tes. 

(ir) I refer the honourable member to note 2 of rule 8 of the Benml Seen* 
ritjr Pnsoners Rules wherein it has been stated Jthat Government nave no 
obj^tion to the supidy of kJtaddar clothes if available at about the same cofi 
as jail-made ones. 

f 5) The difficulty is that in these days of emergency khaddar clothing 
of tne variety demanded by the security pnsoners is not often readily avail- 
able. 
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(c) My information w that at the time of the inspection of the Rajshahi 
Central Jail by the Insj^tor-Oeneral of Prisons, ^ngal, some security 
prisoners represented to him that the scale of dhuties mig^ht be reduced in 
order to provide for them khaddar dhuties the cost of which might be limited 
to the scheduled cost and that they were prepared to accept four khaddar 
dhuties in place of five standardised and approved variety of dhuties. Govern- 
ment have accordingly issued necessary orders on the following lines: — 
(t) kfiaddar clothes when preferred by tffe security prisoners, can be 
supplied if available at the same cost as the standard mill-made 
or jail-made clothing. 

(w) If khaddar clothing chosen by the prisoner is more expensive either 
the security prisoners should pay the difference in cost themselves 
or a^ee in writing to accept fewer khaddar items than are per- 
missive under the rules so that the total expenditure is kept below 
or equal to that involved in supplying the prescribed items of 
standard clothing to a security prisoner. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU: Is the Hon ble Minister aware that 
khaddar clothes supplied by the friends and relatives of the prisoners lodged 
in Rajshahi Jail were not allowed to be given to them? 

Khan Nahatfur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of it. I ask for 
notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Is it a fact that the security 
prisoners who wanted to purchase khadi from the Khadi Pratisthan stall at 
Rajshahi were refused to do so by the jail authorities of the Rujshahi 
Central Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* I ask for notice. I would refer the 
honourable member to tlie reply given wherein it is stated that now it is 
permissible and if a better variety of cloth ia required it is the option of the 
security prisoner to pay for the difference in cost or accept leaser number 
of clothes. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given just 
now and the answer given in the printed reply, does the Hon’ble Minister 
think it desirable to enquire whether the jail authorities at Rajshahi are 
not allowing either to purchase them from the Khadi Pratisthan or to have 
them being supplied by the friends and relations of the security prisoners 
from outside? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware of it, hut in the 
light of the Government orders recently passed, this question which the 
honourable member has suggested may be examined. 

Health of Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar, M.L.A. 

M45. Rai HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether it is a fact that Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar, m.l.a., 

under detention is suffering from multiple ailments and has 
recently undergone an operation ; and 

(б) whether he is considering the desirability of releasing him on medical 

grounds ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’hle Khwaja 
ilr Nl^milddin): (a) Mr, DuTtn Mazumdar suffered from knee troubles 
and chronic tonsilitis with synovitis. He received treatment for his knee 
and his tonsUectomy done in the Medical College Hospital. He is now 
keeping well. 

(b) No. 
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tramiling •liommi to Co w t m mwit oorvants in n tg Ui ow to J onn i ioi 
ollowanoo. 

•146. llr. AMRITA LAL MANDALs (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
ohar^ of the Finance Department he pleaaed to state whether any special 
traveling allowance is admissible to Government sen^ants who are in :eceipt 
of dearness allow^ance also ? 

•(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Ministei 
be pleased to state — 

(f) what is the scale of such allowance; 

(if) whether such allowance can be drawn more than once in a calendar 
year; 

(in’) what are the lower and upper limits of pay draw^n by Government 
heivnnts to w'lioni such allowances are udmissible; and 

(iv) what ai-e the reasons for not extending the concession to those who 
draw pay less than the lower limit referred to alwve? 

MINISTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla 
Mr. Tulei Chandra Coswami): (a) Certain classes of Government servants 
have been permitted to draw travelling allowance in respect of journeys 
performed while proceeding on and returning from leave in India. 

(h) ii) For an officer of the 1st grade, the maximum admissible is Hs.lbO 
if he travels alone nnd lls.300 if he is accompanied bv bis wife. For an 
officer of the 2nd grade the coiTesiiondiug figures are Its. 75 and 1U.160. 

(ii) No. 

ifii) For a Government servant stationed in t'alcutta^ Howrah (8adar)t 
Alijsne (vSadar) and the Darjeeling district, the lower limit of pay is lls.265. 
For (lovcrnnient servants in the rest of Bengal this limit is Bs.lGH. There 
ore no ui>|)er limits. 

{ir) The bulk of the class of Government servants to whom the concession 
lias not l>een extended, is locally recruitwl and does not ordinarily travel for 
the purpose ot leave. This class of Government servants also carries l(‘ss 
resjKmsibility and therefore have less need to seek recuperation and ( hange 
of environment. 

SupplemeriUtry questions to nfnrred question No. 3^9, dated the 3ht May, 
1944, regarding hm Oi'cidents in Murshidahad district. 

Mr. SACANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister please 
firtate whether tenders were invite<l for this particular JineP 

(h) With reference to the accident of the 7th A)>ril, HM4, is the Hon'ble 
Minister aware that several deaths occurred following from the injuries 
received on that day? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state what is the report of the 
investigation made by the Suhilivisioual Officer regarding the f*ause of the 
accident of the 7th April, HM4? 

{d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that photograjAs were taken of the 
remnants of the motor bus and of the pla<« of the accident, and investigation 
was asked for but nothing has been done us yet? 

KImui BahfMiir MOHAMMED ALI (wi iMtiatf of tho Hon’lilo KNwili 
Sir NttlnilMlllill) S (a) The route was recommended by the Postal DepaH- 
ment and was given to Tripuresh Pal on the basis of the recommendation. 
The Be'gional Transport Authority sanctioned the arrangement. No one 
else applied for the licence. 

(5) Only one passenger died in the hospital a fortnight later as a result 
of an injury on the leg followed by septic pneumonia. 

(c) Tbe wheel of the bus fell into a ditirk on the road and bumped. 
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(d) Photagrapiia were takes. 4 und^ aectioiia 279/325/33B| 

I.P.C., was started and investigation by tbe Police was taken up and com- 
pleted. The case has not yet been disposed of. • 


UNSTARRED QUESnOHS 

(answera to #hicli were laid on the t&ble) 


Grievaiicet of seourity prisoners in Daooa Jail. 


47. Mr. NIKUNJA BEHARI MAITI. (a) Will the Hon’ ble Minister in 
oharge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact— 


(i) that the security prisoners of the Ward No. 5 and those of the 

Mental Hospital area in the Dacca Central Jail are not allowed 
to meet, and have games and sports together ; 

(ii) that the Wards Nos. 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15 of the Mental Hospital 

area, where security prisoners live, have bamlnjo-fencing walls of 
some of the above wards outside the jail and carries nauseating 
things and germs thus infecting the wards ; 

{iii) that a drain from outside the jail j>a88es along the baml)oo-fencing 
walls of some of the above wards outside the jail and carries 
nauseating things and germs thus infecting the wards; and 

{iv) that the Pox Ward is 8ituate<l very close to above Ward No. 15 
only the above drain intervening Wtween the two and also close 
to Wards Nos. 11, 12, and 13? 

(6) Is it u fact that Sj. Sureii^h ("handi’a Banik, a security prisoner, 
while attacked with smallpox was unattended and handcuffed in a cell while 
-dying? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (5) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’hle 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor and the 8te[)s that have 
been taken to remove the grievances? 


(d) Will the Hon’hle Minster he further pleased to give a statement on 
Jhe health of the following security prisoners ; — 

(1) Sj. Sasanka Bhowmik, (2) Md. Miafuruddin Ahmed, (3) Si 
Dinesh Dhum, (4) Sj. Mani Majumdar, (5) Sj. Ram Naram 
Adhikari, (6) Sj. Kumud Sil, (7) Sj. Mukunda Bose, (8) Si 
Sj. Amalendu Ghosh, (10) Sj. Ohitta Guha 
(11) Sj. Kedar Chakravarty, (12) Sj. Nepal Dastidar, (13) Si’ 
Dhiren Ch^udW, (14) Sj. Sailen Ghosh, (15) Sj. Birendra 
Chakravarty, (16) Sj. Manin^ (U) Sj. Narendra Bhow- 

3^k, (18) Sj. Mukunda Bhanja and (19) Dr. Indra Narain Sen 
Gupta. 


'^/ OEPARTMEMT (the HM'bl. 

w w ™ security prisoners are 

. . . Mental Hospital Yards and there are no restric- 
tions as regards their intermixing. 

1m ^ 4 have bamboo mat walls with adequate 
vwtuation, oorru^M iron roofs and bamboo mat ceilings. The floors of 
^hese wawlB are brick on edge witii cement pointing. Ward No 15 is a 
pucca building with oorn^ggted iron roof and bamhoo mat ceiling. 

(itt), (iv) and (h) No. - 
(e) Does not arise. 

{d) A statement is placed on the Lihaary TaUe. 


MINISTER in ohvgs ( 
Khwija Sir NatimuSdi^i 

oonflned in one area in the 
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I *J'*ir-*'^^**?**^i*^ j* reference to aaever («)(m), will 

'flie Hon ole Minister be pleased to state what is the measurement of these 
aCMjalled well-ventilat^ wards, vis 11^ 12, 13 and 14, in the Dacca Jail 
where the security prisoners are lodged and how many windows each of 
them hasp 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr* ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon^ble Minister he pleased to 
state whether it is known to the Government that within less than G feet 
of these sheds a drain that carries filthy matter from a neighbouring cow- 
shed is always open and is never kept clean P ® 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will Government consider the desir- 
ability of taking my quesiton on my personal testimony, having visited the 
jail many times as a non-official visitor — — 

Mr. SPEAKER: AVhat is your question? 

ATUL CHANDRA SEN: My question is whether Government will 
consider the desirability of taking this question as notice. My personal 
testimony is 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot give evidence here. 

ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From item No, 3 of the statement placed 
on the Library table it appears that Babu Dinesh Chandra Dhum died of 
bacillary (lysentrv. Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state whether 
the authorities eruiuired as to how Dinesh Babu got the infection P 

KhM Bahadur MDHAMMEO ALI: I ask for notice. Necessary 
enquiries must have been made regarding the death of the prisoner. I have 
not got the papers. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether any steps were taken to find out whether this drain had any- 
thing to do with the infection? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

ATUL CHANDRA SEN: You will ask for notice on all questions, 
I know. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state who treated Dinesh 
Babu? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether there are any arrangements for treatment of these diseases 
in the Dacca Central Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, there are. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to 
state what are the qualifications of the doctor in charge? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: It does arise, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly not. You cannot go into the details of 
qualifications of a doctor who is in charge. 

Mr. ATUL OHANDRA SSNf He may be a quack, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You put your question to that effect. 

29 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA lENS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased So 
state whe^er there is proper arrangement for treatment in that jailP 

Khan tahadur MOHAMMED ALIt Tes, there is arrangemeBt and a 
properly qualified doctor is in charge of the hospital. 

Mrs ATUL CHANDRA SENS May I know what are his qualifications? 

Khan Bahaillir MOHAMMED ALIS I cannot give the details of his 
qualifications, but he is a doctor. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: WUl the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is a graduate of the Calcutta Medical College or any other medical 
college? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give the details. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The whole trouble has arisen on account of the fact 
that 1 have allowed some questions relating to details; otherwise this 
difficulty would not have arisen. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Is he a registered medical doctor? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know whether he is. 
registered, but I would say that only qualified doctors are attached to jail 
hospitals. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From item No. 4 it appears that Babu 
Manindra Chandra Mazumdar is suffering from chronic asthma. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he has been given proper treatment 
for asthma? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tea, Sir. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is he improving P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Does the Qovernment consider the desir- 
ability of transferring Babu Manindra Mazumdar to a dry climate suitable 
for asthma patients? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Without having the report of his 
present condition, it is not possible for me to make any promise P 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From item 7 it appears that Sj. Mukunda 
Bose has got a weak constitution. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is his present weight? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sen, as I said yesterday or some other day, when 
questions are asked with regard to quite a lot of persons, you can hardly 
expect details to be supplied in respect of every one of them. The Hon’ble 
Minister has given certain information, and if you want you can put further 
questions on this information^ and then you will have the proper answer, 
^at is the best way of utilizing time. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: I think I have elicited information which 
is worthwhile for the House. 

Mr. IPEAKER: That is another thing. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SifN: From item 10 it apj[»ears that Sj. Chitta- 
ranjan Guha has had occasional attacks of amoebic colitis. Will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Sj. Chittaranjan Quha has been 
suffering from chronic oolitia and insomnia, and he is suspected to have 
incipient T.B. ? 
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tOiiil Miadiir MOHAMMED ALI: Mv informatioik ia that he is 
snfering from amoebic colitis. At present ne is being giyeii a course of 
treatment with emetine. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Is it a fact that Sj. Chittaranjan Ouha 
has lost 29 lbs. P 

Kliail Bahtdlir MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Is it a fact that last year Sj. Chitta* 
ranjan Guha was transferred to the Medical College Hospital for treatment 
and while making some improvement, he was transferred back to the Dacca 
Jail in the midst of his treatment P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. No security 
prisoner is taken away from the hospital in the midst of his treatment. His 
treatment must have been completed when he was transferred. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Sj. Chittaranjan Guha and his parents have made repeated 
requests to Government that he might again be transferred to the Medical 
College Hospital for treatment and those requests were cruelly turned down 
by the powers that be? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Does the Government consider the 
desirability of releasing Sj. Chittaranjan Guha on the ground of health? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No security prisoner is detained 
for a moment longer than considered to be absolutely necessary and when 
on medical grounds there is any justihoation for release, the security 
prisoners are released. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Government consider the desir- 
ability of home interning Sj. Chittaranjan Guha with his parents at Narayan- 
ganj which place suits his health? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid the answer is in the 
negative, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Government consider the desir- 
ability of transferring him to the Calcutta Medical College Hospital for 
treatment P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If it is necessary to bring him to 
Calcutta for treatment, that may be done, if the treatment cannot be 
conducted in Dacca. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: It appears from item No. 18 that 
Sj. Mukunda Bhanja, as an after-effect of pleurisy, complained of pain in 
his chest. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he has 
been X' rayed for proper diagnosis of the pain? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask lor notice. My information 
is that he had suffered from pleurisy, but afterwards recovered from that 
att^k. Though he is feeling a pain in his chest, there is no evidence of 
any pulmonary affection. His general health is good. 

Craal of family allowanoo to Babu Kanal Lai Banorjaa^ a oaouH^ 

4B. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (a) With refwence to the 
reply to starred question No. 223 on the 4th AprO, 1944, put by Mr. Haripada 
(%.ttop.dhy.y petition, for funily iJlowwiee l>y oertein lecmrity 

priMHier. to the effect that Baba Kanai Lai Baaerjee «M nlouMd befbie any 
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action oonld be taken on hie petition, will tba Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Babn 
Kanai Lai Banerjee wrote to the Hon*ble Chief Minister on 8th April, 1944, 
stating that the Hon^ble Minister’s information about his release was wrong 
. and that he was still in jail as security prisoner and in the same letter he 
prayed for family allowance for his wife ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for not replying to his letter, dated the 8th 
April, 1944 P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that he has not yet received any reply 
to his petition for family allowance, dated the 13th January, 1943, and its 
reminders, dated the 19th August, 1943, and 18th January, l^P 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Babu Kanai Lai Banerjee is still 
a security prisoner detained in jail P 

(/) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Govern- 
ment is considering the desirability of releasing him from jail? 

(g) If the answer to (/) is in the ne^gative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Babu Kanai Lai Banerjee is a 
marri^ man and has to support his wife P 

(i) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of granting family 
allowance to Babu Kanai Lai Banerjee? 

(;) If the answer to (i) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

The KhwiUft Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes, but the letter is 

dated the 2nd February, 1944. 

(h) As the wife of the security prisoner was informed of the order passed 
in the case it was .not considered necessary to reply to his letter separately. 

(c) and (d) The honourable member is referred to my reply regarding 
(b) above. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) No. 

(g) Orders for his conditional release were issued in November, 1943, 
but as his father refused to furnish a bond, they were cancelled. 

(h) , (i) and (;) Yes. But as the security prisoner did not earn anything 
before his arrest and as his father is a very influential zamindar of Joynagore 
it was not considered necessary to sanction any family allowance in this 
case. 


Sptoial Board of Visitors, Jtajshilii Coffitral Jail. 

4i. Babu KHAGBNDRA NATH OA8 CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Bepartineut be pleased to state — 

(i) the names of the members of the Special Board of Visitors appointed 
for visiting the security prisoners lodged in the Rajshahi Central 
Jail; 

(4*) the dates when the Board visited the jail in 1944; 

(Hi) the names of the mei^rs who individually visited the security pri- 
amm imd the dates of their visits in the year of 1944 ; and 

whethmr there is any fixed period within which at least once Ae 
SpfBoiil Board ehcmU visit Ae security pneonereP- 
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(1) Official visitOTSr— 

(1) Oamiiiissioner, EajshaKi Division 

(3) District Magistrate, Bajshalii. 

Non-official visitors — 

'(1) Rai Dharani Mohan Maitra Bahadur. 

(2) Babu Haripada Chakra varty. 

(3) Maulvi Abdul Hamid. 

(it) 17th March, 1&44, 16th June, 1944, 4th October, 1944, and 22nd 
December, 1944. 

{Hi) (1) Rai Dharani Mohan Maitra Bahadur — Ist January, 1944, 

(2) Babu Haripada Chakravarty — Ist January, 1944. 

{iv) Previously the District Magistrates and the Chief Presidency Megis« 
trate, Calcutta, were required under the rule W visit their respective jails 
once a quarter, and submit full rej)orts of their visits tO Government, but 
the rule has since been amended and under the amended rule, the District 
Magistrate or the Commissioner of Polit'e, Calcutta, as the case may Iks, in 
addition to convening a meeting of the Board of Visitors as a whole at least 
once every quarter, shall prescribe a roster for monthly iiwiividual visita by 
the non-official members of the Si)ecial Boanl so as to give each non-official 
visitor his due turn. 

Assault on a security prisons in tha Pnaiiiinoy Jail. 

50. Mr. NIKUNdA BEHARI MAITIt (a) Will the Hon* Ide Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the date of arrest of Sj. Dharanath Bhattacharyyu, a security prison- 

er, Presidency Jail, Calcutta; 

(u) his present age; 

{ill) whether he was assaulted on the head on the 26th April, 1943, while 
walking in the afternoon at the jail premises; 

(jr) whether the assault was made with a bamboo club; 

(r) the reason for the assault; 

(ri) how many days he was in the Jail Hospital after that assault; 

(ru) whether he wrote to the Additional Secretary, Home Department, 
rec| nesting him to make proper arrangements to remedy the 
effects of the sho<’k on his system — specially on the heod and in 
the lungs; 

{viit) whether in reply he was informed on the 30th September, 1943, that 
he would not be released; 

(f>) whether Dharanath Babu in reply to it on the lOtii October, 1943, 
informed him that he did not request for his release, but for 
proper treatment; and 

(jr) whether his letter of the lOth October, 1943, has been replied to ? 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, is the Hon*ble Minister 
considering the desirability of giving him facilities for habwaji treatment P 

Tha Hon’bla Khwpja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: {a)({\ The prisoner was arrested 

on the 11th October 1942, but he is now detainea in the Dam Dum Central 
Jail. 

(it) 62 years. 
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(tit) and (v) Tkia prisoner was one of the nine security piisoneim who 
received injuries during) a fracas between the ordinary and security prisoners 
of the Presidency Jail, on the 26th April, 1913. 

(iv) Yes. 

(vi) Thirteen days. 

(vii) to (a) Yes. 

(h) My information is that the prisoner has long been cured of his injuries 
and requires no further treatment at present. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state the number of ordinary prisoners who took part in the assault? 

Khan Sahadur MOHAMMED ALi: I want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Ts the Hon ble Minister aware that 
each one of these ordinary prisoners numbering about 100 had in their hands 
cane sticks and bamboo lathit? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say whether each one of 
them had bamboo lathis and cane sticks in their hands but some of them 
had. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state how these prisoners secured these cane-sticks and bamboo lathis 
within the jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Dropped from the cloud! 

Mr, NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. In view of the answer, does the 
Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to enquire into the matter as to how 
these bamboo lathis and cane-sticks were available to them in the jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The matter was enquired into 
thoroughly. Mr. Hicks enquired into the matter and submitted a report. 
There is no necessity for any further enquiry. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to enlighten us how bamboo lathis and cane-sticks were available? 

Mr. BREAKER: If I understood him aright, he wanted notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the jail rule that no 
person can possess any stick or lathi 

Mr. BREAKER: He has already said that he requires notice. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any departmental steps or disciplinary action will be taken 
on those officera who were negligent in their duties as a result of which 
these ordinary prisoners possessed these bamboo lathis and cane-sticks? 

Mr. BREAKER: You are assuming something, and then there is an 
inference. 1 cannot allow that question. 

HK NItHITHA NATH KUNDU: WiU the Hon’ble Hinieter be pleased 
to state if Sj. Dharanath Bhattacharyya received injuries on his head? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes; the prisoner was one of the 
nine, prisoners who received* injuries. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDU: On his head? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot say where he received 
injury. 
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Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs With refmnoe to question {b) will 
Ike Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if kabiraji treatment may made 
aTuilable to this prisoner F 

Khan Sahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The injury from which he suffered 
has been already treated and attended to. There is no reason for any 
further treajtment now. 

Medical treatment of certain security priaoneii. 

51. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact— 

(t) that the lady security prisoners, vis., — 

(1) Miss Saila Sen, b.a., b.t.^ and 

(2) Mrs. Labanya Das Gupta, are detained in the Dinajpur Jail; 

(u) that (1) Miss Sen is suffering from puin in the stomach and acute 

type of bowel complaint, and (2) Mrs. Das Gupta from gastric 
ulcer; and 

(m) that in spite of the best efforts on the part of medical authorities 
there in the Dinajpur Jail, both of them are having relapees off 
and on ? 

{b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Government con- 
sider it desirable to release them soon for affording better facilities for their 
medical treatment? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon*ble Minister be 
pleased to state the steps he proposes to take for their better medical 
treatment ? 

The Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) While in the Dinajpur Jail, 
security prisoners Miss 8aila Bala Sen and Mrs. Labanya Daa Gupta had 
been suffering from various ailments and local treatment did not produce 
any appreciable result. They were accordingly transferred to the Presidency 
Jail where they have since been examined by the Physician specialist who 
diagnosed the case of Miss Sen as dyspepsia and that of Mrs. Das Gupta as 
cholecystitis and cholelithiasis. Miss Sen has been getting medicines and 
extra diet as suggested by the Physician Specialist and she has improved 
in her health. The question of removal of Mrs. Das Gupta to tho Medical 
College Hospitals for further examination is under consideration of Govern- 
ment. 

(b) The cases of all security prisoners including female security prisoners 
are being re^dewed once every six months and no security prisoner will be 
detained longer than is necessary on security grounds. 

(c) The honourable member is referred tp the reply to (a). 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the two security prisoners were lodged in Dinajpur Jail and 
when these complaints regarding their ailments were made known to the 
jail authorities in Dinajpur? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIs I ask for notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the Jail Superintendent who is also the Civil Surgeon 
recommended for their transfer? 

(Pause.) 

Mr. 8PEAKERS Do you require so much time to answer the question? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If he wants detidls, 1 would 
naturally require time. 
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MTi mtHITHA MATH KUNDU: He is honestly trying "fo answer the 
question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The time of the House is wasted by taking two or 
three minutes over every question. 

Mfe NiSHITHA NATH KU N0Us 1 want to know if the Parliamentary 
Secretary is wasting the time of the House when he tries to answer the 
question. 

Mr> SPEAKERS Tou please put your question. 

Mf, NfEHITHA NATH KUNDU 8 Will the ^on’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when they were actually transferred to the Presidency 
Jail ? 

Khan iahaclur MOHAMMED ALf: I ask for notice. 

Mfi NISHITHA NATH KUNDU S Were they admitted into the Medical 
College Hospitals after their transfer from Dinajpur? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS After transfer from Dinajpur 
Mrs. Das Gupta was sent to the Hospital for treatment and after treatment 
she was sent back to Dinajpur. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that Mrs. Das 
Gupta is suffering from cholecystitis and cholelithiasis, that is, stone in 
pall bladder, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to enlighten the House 
if any steps have been taken for the immediate release of the prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mrs. Das Gupta is getting a regular 
course of treatment for occasional relapses of her ailment. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to tell us what was the recommendation or advice given by the Physician 
or Surgeon specialist whoever he might be in the case of Mrs. Das Gupta? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: She has been advised to take 
modihod sipi treatment with olive oil and alkaline powder and other 
symptomatic treatment when occasion arises. That treatment has been 
given to her, I may also add that when she was admitted into the hospital, 
her weight was only 91 lbs. and that when she left it, her weight was 98 lbs. 
During the time she was in the hospital, there was an increase in her 
weight. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give us any indication as to how he can say that Miss Saila Bala Sen 
has improved in her health since she has been lodged in the Presidency 
Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I was referring to Mrs. Das Gupta. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU; I know that. But I am asking now 
about Miss Saila Bala Sen. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Her weight chart is in front of me 
and from that 1 find that her weight has increased. 

Milt'NIlHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister Iw 
pleased to state what other indications there are to show that she is 
improving? « 

Khm Ntfiadur MOHAMMlD ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. N18HITHA NATH KUNDU: What are the gropds in support 
of the statement that he has made that Miss Sen has improved in her 
health? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: He has already replied to that question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will you allow me to make my 
submission ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, Mr. Kundu. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU. He has stated in his answer **Miss 
Sen has been getting medicines and extra diet as suggested bv the Physioian 
Specialist and she has improved in her health”. I want to know wbat ore 
his grounds for saying that she has improved in her health? 

Mr. SPEAKER: In between you have also asked what are the indi* 
cations. If Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali can answer that question, I have 
no objection. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want to state that the weight to 
which I referred was taken in 1943. I do not know her present weight. 
So, I cannot say whether she has gained in her weight now or not. 

Starred Questions 94^ 95 and 96 held over from 2Sth February 1945. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: We may now take up the held over 
questions *94, *95 and *99. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: May I make my submission? These 
questions were held over at our refjuest. AVe did not know that these would 
be taken up today. I Hugge.st that they may be taken up tomorrow. 

Mr. SPEAKER: These question.s are held over till tomorrow. 

Held over Question No. *112 from hi March 1945. 

STARRED (^ESnONS 

(to which oral antwera were gireii) 

Release of persons detained without trial under rule 26 of Defenoe of India 

Rules. 

M12. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: AVill the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(fl) how many persons detained without trial under rule 20 of the Defence 
of India Rules have been released since the present Ministry 
assumed office; 

(h) how many of the persons released have been restrictinl in their move* 
ments ; 

(( ) whether the persons restricted have been granted any allowance; and 
(d) if so, how many of them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwala 
Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) Five hundred ana fifty-eight. 

(fe) Eighty-six. 

(c) and (d) Yes; eleven of them. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: W^ll the Hon’ble Minisjter be 
^ pleased to tell us whether these 86 restrictees whose movements were 
restricted made any application for allowance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: How mau^ of them applied for 
allowance F 
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Khan iahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I a«k for notice. But 1 may say 
^at 11 of them have been granted allowance. 

Mr. DHiRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minisler be 
pleased to tell us what is the maximum amount that was given and what 
m the minimum amount? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that by these 
restriction orders they have been prevented from pursing their ordinary civil 
avocations, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to grant all of 
them some maintenance allowance? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The res trie tees have not been 
prevented from earning their livelihood. There has been of course some 
restriction on their movement and in cases where Government are satisfied 
that there has been hardship, Government have been granting allowances 
and are prepared to do so. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
permission for leaving their ordinary place of residence where they have 
been restricted to reside cannot be obtained even after three or four weeks 
from the date of their application for leaving the station? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Some delay might have been 
occurring but I do not know whether it has been so much as 3 to 4 weeks. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the information that I 
have just now given when putting my question, does the Hon^ble Minister 
think it desirable that they should be granted maintenance allowance 
because they cannot pursue tiieir avocations in life and earn their livelihood ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In cases of proved hardship and if 
Government is satisfied that hardship has been caused to the family, allow- 
ance will be given ; and in accordance with that policy allowance has already 
been granted. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
some of the detenus applied for maintenance allowance a long time ago 
but the Government department had not even the courtesy to reply to it? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am not aware. 

Oofidition of health of certain aaourity prisonarB detained in Buxa 
Special Jail. 

M47. Babu KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the present condition of the following security prisoners detained 

in the Buxa Special Jail : — 

(1) Mr. Puma Chandra Das, 

(2) Mr. Nandalal Singha, 

(3) Mr. Rebati Ranjan Chakrabarty, 

(4) Mr. Sukhendu Bikash Dutta, 

(5) Mr. Prafulla Chandra Ghosh, 

(6) Mr. Ashutosh Sinha, 

(7) Mr. Amarprasad Chakrabarty, 

(8) Mr. Sat yandrw Nath Ear, and 

(9) Mr. Santosh Banerjee; and 

(it) whether the aforesaid security prisoners were examined by— 

(1) the Civil Surgeon, JalpaiguH district, and 

(2) the Medical Officer, Buxa Special Reeerve Jail? 
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(b) If the answer to (o) (t») is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
bt pleased to state — 

(i) tbe date of their examination ; and 

(u) the results thereof? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Medical Officers referred to in (a) (2) reoom* 
mended for their transfer from Buxa Special Jail for proper treatment? 

(d) If so, what action have the Government taken on their recommen* 
dations and when? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on hohalf of tho Hon’blo KhwaJi 
Sir Naiimuddin): (a)(i) Numbers (1), (2), (3), (4), (5) and (6) have 
already been transferred to other Jails. The condition of the health of the 
other three prisoners is indifferent. 

(it) Yes. 

(b) (i) The Medical Officer of the J ail examined the prisoners off and on 
and the Civil Surgeon also examined some of the prisoners more than once. 
Accordingly the dates cannot be given. 

(it) Their cases were diagnosed and proper treatment prescribed. 

(c) and (d) The Civil Surgeon did not recommend the tninsfer of numbers 
(8) and (9). All the others, except No. (7) who was once transferred to 
the Jalpaiguri Jail for oi)erative treatment but had to be brought back as 
the operation could not be prforraed there, have been transferred. Arrange- 
ment has also been made tor the proper treatment of the prisoners as pres- 
cribed. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: With reference to the last part of 
the answer (a)(i), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the 
meaning of the word “indifferent”? Is it equivalent to “bad”? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is only a question relating to the meaning of a word, 
it does not arise. 


Pilw at Kamaiaghat in Daooa distriot 

M4S. Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be jdeased to state— 

(a) the cause of the devastating fire at Kamalaghat in Dacca district 

on the 26th October last; 

(b) whether his attention has been drawn to the serious aUegations 

made in the papers about the origin of the fire ; 

(c) the extent of loss suffered by Hindu and Muslim merchants — to 

be show If separately ; 

(d) the number of merchants affected by the fire; 

(e) whether the Government intends to pay compensation to the suffer- 

ers; and 

(/) whether the .Hon’ble Minister is considering the desirability of 
having a piublic enquiry about the causes of the oonffagration? 

Khim BaMur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hen’blo Khwaja 
8ir Naiimuddin): (a) The fire started in a godown of Babu Jagadish Pal. 
Government are satisfied that the fire was an accident but the exact cause 
is not known. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Detailed information is not available. 

(d) 109. 

(s) and (/) No. 
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Dr« NALINAK8HA iANYALS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether Government held any enquiry in regard to this fire and, 
if so, what is the result of that enquiry? 

Khan Bahaillir MOHAMMED ALI: An enquiry was held. 

Or, NALINAKSHA SANYAL* Who were the persons entrusted with 
the enquiry? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Officers of Government. 

Dfi NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Who are the officers who were entrusted 
with the enquiry? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Superintendent of Polcie was 
one of them. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Who are the other officers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if any evidence was collected at the spot from non-officials who 
were in a position to give evidence in connection with the fire P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Who were the persons from whom 
evidence was taken? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the local Hindu leaders were not consulted in regard 
to this enquiry at all? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ASHUTOSH LAHIRI: AVill the Hon'hle Minister be pleased to 
state whether he has seen the definite allegations made in the papers that 
this fire was the result of a deliberate conspiracy and that there was a large 
sale of magnesium powder, kerosene and petrol in the bazar just before the 
fire incident? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. Government report after 
due enquiry is that it was not a case of incendiarism. 

Mr. ASHUTOSH LAHIRI: Sir, my question is whether there was a 
definite allegation in the press that things like magnesium powder, kerosene 
and petrol had been purchased from the Kamalaghat. bazar immediately 
before the fire took place? 

Khan Dahadur MOHAMMED ALIi I am not aware of the magnesium 
powder and other things but Government is aware of the allegations made 
that the fire was caused by miscreants. 

Mr. ASHUTOSH LAHIRI: Will Ihe Hon’ble Minister 1^ pleased to 
state if the enquiring officer recorded a statement of non-official persons of 
Kamalai^at bandar during the course of the enquiry? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir. Evidence of non-officials 
was taken at the Kamalaghat ^ndar. 

S|, NARENDRA NATH DAS CURTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that before the fire started at the Kamalaghat bandar, some days before 
that incident, a procession with music was conducted by the Hindus there 
and the Mus^mans threatened reprisals? 
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Bahailur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 refer the hoaourable member to 
:|fhat I already stated in reply to this question during the Inst session. 

Mf. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the facts, circumstances and evidence in possession of 
Government whereby Government are satisfied that the fire was an accident 
and not created by miscreants? 

Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS He has said it was done by miscreants. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, I did not say that. I only 
said that Government is aware of the allegation that it was caused by 
miscreants. 

Mfi NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are the circumstances, facts and evidence by which Govern- 
ment are satisfied that the fire was a mere accident? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 cannot give details but after 
proper investigation Government were satisfied that the cause of the fire 
was a pure accident. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government i.s aware that half an hour or so before the fire 
actually broke out at the Kamalaghal bandar fire was also set to the shed 
of the Piuils in which the image of Durga was being held up? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; I ask for notice but as fur as I 
remember the fire originated from there but I am speaking subject to 
correction. I think that is the position if my memory does not fail me. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minisier be pleased to 
state what is the distance between the bouse of the Pauls and the Kamala- 
ghat bazar where the fire broke out? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am afraid I have to ask for notice 
but probably I stated on another occasion that the fire started in the godown 
of one Jagadisli Paul. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government took any steps whatsoever to ascertain whether 
there was any connection between the fire in the house of the Pauls and the 
fire in the Kamalaghat bandar? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated tj|iat the cause 
of the devastating fire at Kamalaghat was the fire which started at the 
godown of Jagadish Paul. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minis^r be 
pleased to state whether the enquiring officer asked for evidence in support 
of the allegation that it was an act of incendiarism? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government have any hypothesis as to the connection between 
the two fires? 

Mr. fFEAKERl That question does not arise. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be phased to state what connection, if auy. has been established by the 
report of the investigating officer between tne fire in the Paul’s gmiowns 
and the fire at Kamalaghat bandar? 

Khan Bthadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have already stated that the fire 

the bandar started from the fire in the godown of the Pauls? 
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Dfa NALINAKSHA 8ANYALS Was tliere any enquiry about the 
report that a fire broke out in the residential house of the Pauls half an 
hour before the fire in the bazar where Jagadish Paul's godown was first 
•et fire to? 

Khan SaluuliN' MOHAMMED ALIS I ask for notice. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURIS Is there anything in the 
report to show any connection between the fire in the Paul’s go£>wn8 and 
the fire at the Kamalaghat bazar? Was inyestigation directed to that point? 

Khan Bihailur MOHAMMED ALIS Government is aware that the fire 
broke out in the dhenki gh<xT of the Pauls and the hut was partially burnt 
but there is no evidence that this was a case of incendiarism. 

Mft ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the 
desirability of placing a copy of the report of the enquiring authority on 
the Library table? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer is in the negative. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question time over. The House stands adjourned 
for fifteen minutes. 

(The House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Supplamentary Estimates for the year 1944-45. 

Point of order. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may I rise on a point of order? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before anything is called on? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I presume that today, as you have 
already intimated to the House, the House is going to discuss supplementary 
demands for grants and it is in that connection that I want to rise on a point 
of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think the best course would be that lie moves. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I do not want him to move. If it is 
out of order, he cannot move it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Suppose nothing is moved, nothing is done. How can 
a point of order arise? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It will arise out of the proposed busi* 
ness of the House. If it is moved, then 

Mr. SPEAKER: If I uphold your point of order, then it is caiicelled. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If he is allowed to move, he can go on 
and you can say *‘I will give my ruling later on” as you have done in the 
past. It is the third consecutive year 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. You want to say that you 
have got submissions to make regarding the supplementary demands, but I 
think we must proceed with some business and then the point of order will 
arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: As soon as you call upon, I will get 
up. 

Mr SPEAKER: Supplementaiy Estimate of the Government of Bengal 
lor the year 1944-45. 98 — Extraordinary Charges in India. Sir Nazi«*- 
uddin! 



POINT OF ORDER. 


45S 


mi».] 

Or. NALINAKSHA tANYAL: Sir, may I rise on a point of order? 

Mr. SPEAKERS 1 think the best course would be that he mores it. 

ttr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I have my point of order regarding the 
motion itself. Now that you have called upon, the technicalities that you 
had at first raised hare b^n met. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, if there is no motion before the House 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, you have called upon the Hon^ble 
Minister and it is on the basis of your calling upon the Hon*ble Minister 
that 1 have got to raise a point of order. A point of order, as you know, 
Sir, may be raised at any stage. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I know quite well that a point of order can be raised 
at any stage, but the point is that there must be some business before the 
House. I have called upon Sir Nasimuddin to move a certain motion and . 
your objection relates to that motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: My objection is to the moving of the 
motion itself. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, you go on. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I submit that the Hon’ble Minister 
moving the demand for grant for “Extraordinary Charges in India^' cannot 
move the demand for grant tabled and for which you have called upon him 
to move. It appears from the expenditure provided under that head that 
the total amount under “Extraordinary Charges in India” for which the 
motion is proposed to be made is Rs. 9,80,118,000. We are now on the 6th 
March and this amount is supposed to be spent by the 31 st March, 1945. On 
a previous occasion I raised this point of order and categorically demanded 
of the Hon’ble Finance Minister whether he is in a position to state that 
not one single rupee out of the proposed additional grant has actually been 
spent to which he did say that evidently a substantial portion, if not all, 
has been spent already, I, therefore, rise today on tne authority of that 
statement that a large amount at least, if not a substantial part, of this 
sum of “Extraordinary Charges in India*' has already been spent and it no 
longer remains within the category of estimates which alone can be brought 
before this House for previous approval of the Legislature in connection 
with demands to be voted by the House. Section 80 of the Government of 
India Act provides for such supplementary estimates being presented be^re 
the legislature and for the opinion of the Legislature being taken thereon. 
But there are other measures contemplated in the Act for such expenses 
that have for some reason or other been already spent and have been in 
excess of the amount budgeted for and this is done usually after scrutiny by 
the Public Accounts Committee thrqugh a motion of the nature of an excess 
grant motion and in this House we had previously done that when we regu- 
larised some of the additional expenditure incurred during the year con- 
cerned. I submit, Sir, that it is wholly improper, irregular and ultra viret 
of the provision of Section 80 of the Government of India Act to seek to 
regularise and legalise an act of Government of having spent already some 
amount in excess of the amount voted for and budgeted for the current 
year. 

Sir, in this regard I have to invite your attention to the ruling given by 
President Patel in the Indian Legislative Assembly on the 16th March, 
1929, when in connection with the supplementary, demand for grant in res- 
ect of Railways, the Hon’ble President specifically put to the Hon’ble Sir 
George Eainy, the then Finance Member of the Government of India, 
whether te his knowledge any portion of that amount had already b^n 
^nt. Sir George Eainy stat^ in reply that the expenditure h^ proceeded 
|| anticipation of the approval of the House and he admitted that a certain 
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spent. On that the President 
ree with note when I say that if 

^ 6 grant voted by this Assemlply, 

Governm7nf can only come'^by way of a motion for exctess grant. That is, 
as I understand, the right parliamentary procedure.’" But, Sir, m view 
of the fact that this was permitted and they were taken by surprise, the 
Hon’ble President did not want to stop the debate immediately. The 
Hon’ble President said: “Hoover as the honourable member pointe out 
that this practice has been in vogue for the last few years I do not wish to 
raise any objection at this stage but will see that the procedure is regularised 
in future.” Since then in the Central Legislature there has been hardly 
any attempt to bring under Supplementary Estimates amounts that hpe 
almdy been spent and there has been a healthy practice there of consulting 
the Standing Finance Committee during the course of the year if any f^di- 
tional amount is required ; and the Standing Finance Committee sometimes 
approves of additional expenditure with the definite stipulation that the 
earliest opportunity will be taken by Government to take the vote of the 
legislature in regard to the amount so sanctioned. 

Here in Bengal unfortunately, we have not had that Standing Finance 
Committee procedure adopted. I submit that, in the circumstances, there 
is no possibility of Government spending in excess of the voted demand 
unless Government comes to the House earlier before actually spending the 
amount. For the last three years in succession, I have been pressing both 
in the legislature as also in the Public Accounts Committee the irregularity 
committed by Government in regard to these supplementary demands for 
grants, and the extent of the demands this year shows the atrocious conduct 
in that regard. There are demands for Rs. 65 crores and above on items. 
We were originally given only two days for voting the same and after a 
good deal of negotiation and persuasion we got three days. Even so, it is 
not posible for the House to apply its mind to the demand dealing with so 
many items. Therefore, Sir, I submit that apart from the technical irre- 
gularity there is no moral justification for rushing the House in this manner 
m paslng or in voting large amounts very much in excess even of the normal 
expenditure of Government in the course of one revenue year. In the 
circumstances. Sir, I submit that you should be pleased to rule that it is 
not regular, it is ultra vires of the Act and Government must take the 
chance of putting these irregularities through the usual scrutiny of the 
Public Accounts Committee and then come to the House. That is the pro- 
cedure for excess grants as was very definitely held by President Patel in 
the Indian Legislative Asembly. 

Rfti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On this point of order, I 
have another argument to put forward. It cannot be said, Sir, that we are 
taking Government by surprise by raising this point of order which has been 
so ably raised by my honourable friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal because I 
think, Sir, that, so far as the main question is concerned, namely, whether 
incurred expenditure can be included within or named as Estimates or not, 
that point is covered by your previous ruling also. May I remind you. Sir, 
of the proceedings in relation to the second Budget for the year 1^3-44? 
In that connection, we raised the point of order that the amount that was 
already spent could not be included in the Estimates. And, Sir, if I remem- 
ber your ruling aright, you held that that could not be done and therefore 
the Second Budget estimates for l&i3-44 could not be put forward Wfore 
the House. Those proposals were considered irregular and therefore the 
second Budget for 1^43^4 had to be revised and the Revised Budget bad 
to come up before tbe House in September, 1943. 

Tilt HMlMt Mr. TULSI CjAfANDRA GOSWAMIl Mav I submit, Sir. 
that in presenti^ the Supplementary Budget we hnve followed the usual 
pactice in this House for a number of years? It is true that for the last 
two years Hiere has been an extraordinary additional increase of expendituii 


portion of that amount had already 
ruled ”I think the Hon’ble Member will ag 
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aod supplementary estimates have been very heavy (Dr. Naunaesha 
S4jnrAL; Unusual!) under unusual circumstances. (Ih*. Naxiwaksha 
SilftAL: ^at is so.) As my honourable friend I)r. Sanyal baa pointed 
out, there is no Standing Finance Committee here; but towards the end of 
his speech he said that we should consult the Public Accounts Committea 
and come before the legislature. I do not know exactly what he meaal 
by that. 

Dr^ NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is the usual procedure. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: If you recognise that as 
excess grant, then it has got to come to the House through the Public 
Accounts Committee. 

The Hon’Me Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: That would be two 
years later. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We have got to wait till then. 

The HonOile Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: That would be very 
inconvenient. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: For you. Ultimately you may have to 
iork out money from your own pocket. 

The Hofi’bie Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: If I am sold 50 times 
or 100 times over that amount will still not he recovered. (Dr, Naunaksha 
Sanyal : It may be a test case.) The point is that we <K)uld help incurring 
expenditure. That is a fact which, I suppose, is appreciated by the House. 
All we could have done was to ask for blwk grants or lump sum prants; 
and as I explained on a previous occasion a few days ago I think it is more 
satisfactory that we should come forward with real estimates even at a 
later stage. Sir, I quite understand the honourable meni^r’s difficulty. 
I myself wanted to bring the supplementary estimates earlier before the 
House, say, in the November-December sesion, but I found it impossible to 
work it out. (Dr. Nali.vaksha Sanyal: Inefficiency.) Sir, I heard that 
remark on the last- occasion also, but I do not wish to retort. I think it is 
incapacity of understanding why it was impossible. (Dr. N.alinaksha 
Sv.vyal: " If the Hou.se of Commons can do it, why can’t you!') In the 
Hou»e of Commons it is the practice to sit throughout the year; they have 
continuous session and they have got a sj^stera of block grant for emergency 
expenditure. (Dr. N.\linaksua Sanyal: That is not so bad as it is.) I 
think, Sir, that the procedure we have followed in this House is the best 
in the present circumstances. 

May I submit one thing. Sir? Before you give your ruling, we might 
sit together and think out the best procedure. Last year you did not give 
us any directions. Mr. Dei)uty Speaker who was in tne chair on that oc>ca- 
sion did not give any directions but left it to you, Mr. Speaker. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thai is not correct. You flouted his 
ruling. You do not read the proceedings. 

The HOfi’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: I read the proceed, 
ings only two hours ago and what I Tound there corroborates what I had 
definitely remembered. Mr. Deputy^ Speaker said that he would indicate 
the way in which his mind was working out would leave if to the Speaker to 
give a ruling. That ruling was never given. Therefore we had never any 
specific directions. This year I humbly suggest that we might consult all 
party leaders and my services would be at your disposal and we may decide 
on a course of action and you may give your direction ac(‘ordiiigly for the 
future. 


The HonlNe KlmmiM Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Just in reply to Dr. Banyal. 
He has himself quoted^what President Patel held. It was admitted that 
30 
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in tlw Indian Legislative Assembly also this was the procedure followed in 
nrevious years, and after that it was decided that the present method should 
M followed in future and since then the Assembly is following this pro- 
cedure. I suggest that the same thing should be done here also. (Dr. 
Nalinaksha Santal: It is not a new case.) As has been pointed out, no 
definite directions were given and therefore the Hon’ble Finance Minister 
suggested that this vear this might be allowed and then the Speaker might 
call a conference of leaders and after discussion we may decide what the 
procedure should be in future. 

Rai HARENDflA NATH CHAUDHURi: Sir, I stand corrected. The 
ruling I referred to was given by the Deputy Speaker and not bv yourself. 
But, Sir, so long as you do not revise that ruling, it holds good and the 
ruling was emphatic on the point that incurred expenditure could not be 
included in and presented as the Estimates. There was that ruling in 
pursuance of which a revised budget was prepared and placed before the 
House in September, 1943. 

Mr* SPEAKERS There has been some controversy regarding certain 
facts 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: No controversy. 

Mr. SPEAKER: They have got to be ascertained. You Lave made 
certain statements 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: But the fact is not denied. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I mean with regard to the ruling. So far as the other 
facts are concerned, they are all admitted. But with regard to the direction 
given by the Clmir 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That does not matter. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Ruling is a matter of 
record. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: May 1 quote Mr. 
Deputy Speaker’s own word : “Although 1 have my views about it — I liave 
given some indication of my views before — I leave it to Mr. Speaker uud it 
18 for him to decide whether he will allow it or not”. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: IVill you read out the indication of 
hM 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: Here the Deputy 
Speaker definitely says that he does not give a ruling and that he has left 
it to the Speaker. (Interruption.) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why then were revised esti- 
mates necessary ? 

The Hontlle Mr. TULSI CHANDRA COSWAMI: 1 am talking of the 
supplementary estimates. 1 am talking of what took place on the 28th 
February ana not before. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: That was the second time we raised 
the point. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That was my time. Dr. Sanyal, have you got anything 
more to say? 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I submit that the matter has been 
before you for a pretty long; time and also before Government for a pretty 
loM time. We have also waited on you in your Chamber and explained our 
dimculties in this connection. We submit that we feel that you are also 
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10^ with your own decision. That decision must be made blown to the 
Qiinse at least for Govemment to correct itself in future^ if not in the 
iminediate present. We consider it irregular and ultra vires of the Aot and 
we leave it to you to give your ruling. This kind of holding up things till 
eternity has b^n the bane of our legislative work and we do not propose 
to wait for further conferences and meetings. Our point is clear. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The point raised is of great importance. Speaking 
for myself) I have not been able to give that much attention to the subject 
that’ it deserves. But on a cursory glance at the provisions of the law and 
the rules, it appears to me to be perfectly clear that the law never contem- 
plated inclusion of incurred expenditure in supplementary’ estimates. But 
the practice has been going on somewhat irregularly for some time. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: In spite of protests! 

Mr. SPEAKER: And following that practice and without a dednits 
direction from the Chair, they have even this year presented supplementary 
demands in a wav which strictly speaking is not quite regular. But in view 
of the practice that has been going on this matter has l>een allowed to be 
placed Defore the House. I don’t think that any useful purpose will be 
served by disallowing the motion altogether. 1 therefore allow the motion 
blit in future I will give definite directions on the point which T hope 
Government will follow. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Give the directions now for the 
future ! 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 would give you definite directions on Monday. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you, Sir. 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

63— Extraordinary Chargaa in India. 

The Honlile Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recoiumcndation 
of Ilis Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 9,8().98,0(K) 
be granted for expenditure under the head “6'J — Extraordinary Charges in 
India” during the current year. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Before we take up the cut motions, on 
behalf of the entire opposition groups and parties, I submit to you that 
tonight’s session be extended tul such hour as the reasonable debate on 
various issues raised may require and the debate may be concluded. I sub- 
mit that it is not possible for the Opposition to bring out their points in a 
.short periml up lo 7-^30 j».ni. and it would be desirable for us to sit much 
longer than the usual period. In view of the very large amount of expendi- 
ture incurred and the huge amount of money demanded, we feel that Govern- 
ment will not object to our longer sitting and if that is not permitted we 
shall have to decide on our course of action regarding thc.se m(»tions. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: In view of the considerations whitdi Dr. 
Sanyal has put forward, we have added one more day to the voting of these 
demands. Previously, we used to have only two days. On a representation 
made by Dr. Sanyal to you, Govemment agreed to allot another day when 
you brought it to their notice. That was how three days were given. 3 his 
year, yon will find that the Assembly is sitting for full three hours whereas 
previously it used to sit only for two hours and forty-five minutes. In view 
of all therfe, I would suggest that the time should not be extciuhnl further. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On this point, 1 must say that 
the attitude of the Chief Whip of the Government is very ungenerous 
because when the Government have indulged in spending unlimited crore# 
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•# VnnMUi th« mere addition of one day to the d«dmte is a yenr poor consola- 
know that there is not only the question of legality and legiti- 
^teness of expenditure but earious allemtions are m^e against the 
Government on various grounds and the Oppositaon must have adequate 
time and opportunity for discussing and for ventilating the grievances of 
the people. Either Government must agree to sit eMlier or such opi»r- 
tunities should be made available to the Opposition which will mean doing 
justice to the matter. Unless Miat is done, we are not going to have a mew 
mock debate which will be absolute farce and we are not going to 
countenance that. 


Mr. SPEAKER: The whole difiSculty arises from this. It is a question 
of half an hour only. That is not much. W*. generally rise at 7.^ p.m. 
and I understand from the note of Dr. Sanyal handed to the office that the 
Assembly should sit till 8 p.m. 

Of. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is the programme. I have not 
confined myself to that. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry if I am wrong because I have b^ed my 
statement on your note which was handed to the office. The real difficulty, 
so far as I have understood it, is a question of convenience of members. 


Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Let us sit earlier then. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Perhaps members would not like to sit till late hours. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We must. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Opposition is always ready. I quite see that. I 
feel that this is a matter entirely for arrangement between the Government 
and the Opposition groups. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: That is in your hands. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is a matter of arrangement between you and the 
Government. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: You can compel the Government 
to sit the w’hole night. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: May I make one submission The 
matter is really in your hands. We are asked to consider and vote for the 
grants of the amount of Rs. 65 crores. There are 38 items and some of 
these items individually amount to more than one crore of rupees and we 
have been given two hours a day for three days. That means six hours 
altogether to pass a budget of 65 pores of rupees. This, I consider, Sir, 
is monstrous. Recently, Sir, in view of the strenuous labour we have to 
put in here we have increased our salary. I do not see any reason w’hy we 
should not eit for longer hours. This aecisiou l>eing in your hands I hope 
you wull decide that we will sit for longer hours and discuss the items 
properly. 

Tll» Hon’bla Khwtjl 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I suggest that during the 
Prayer interval you call the leaders in a conference and discuss and settle 

matter. It has been very correctly pointed out by you that it is a matter 
in which members are interested and, as you are aware, previously we used 
to meet at 4-46 p.m. but owing to lighting restrictions and black-out diffi- 
culties and difficulty in getting conveyance at night we advanced the time 
of the meeting of the Council from 2-30 p.m. to 1-30 p.m. to enable us to 
meet at 4 p.m. so that we^may get away earlier. We want to sit till 7-30 
p.m. and not more but thdre are other views also. So it would be better if 
you call leaders in your room and discuss the matter for a settlement. 

Mf« 8PEAKER: I think that would be the best course. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AMYAL: Provided the Government i» affreeable ; 
otherwise we do not want to carry on this debate which would be a ^am and 
a mockery. This is absolutely a trickery to draw us into this game. This 
British method of asking us to participate in the debate in this manner U 
an absolute trickery. I am not going to submit to this kind of game. They 
have no reply to some of the charges. We know of thousands and thousands 
of charges where they have squandered and stolen the mt)ney and this 
Government is so corrupt that they cannot face an enquiry, they cannot face 
the legislature and meet the charges. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you will have amide opportunity to discuss 
the matter. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA SANYAL: Give us that ample opportunity and 
we will be satisfied. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will see that you get the fullest opportunity. We 
can now go on. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; What is your decision, Sir? How 
many minutes shall I get for the presentation of my cuse^ You cannot cut 
me in the middle. 

Mr. SPEAKER; You just go on and you will have your time. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Let me know how many minutes I will 

get. 

Mr. 8PEAICER: First move your motion, Dr. Sanyal. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But I have to arrange my speech within 
the time that you will allow me. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Generally I allow fifteen minutes and in this case I 
will allow you more time. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL! Unless you give us a complete 
picture of the whole thing and give us sufficient time, it is no use proceeding 
with the business. It within the allotted time ou give more tune to one 
member you will be cutting the time of other members who want to speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The matter is entirely in your hands. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy has pertinently 
pointed out that we have been called upon to deal with a budget of (ife 
crores. Formerly the Bengal budget used to cover Id crores and we used 
to get 17 days. For 65 crores, that is, five times the amount of such budgets, 
we are going to get three days or six hours in all. From that point of view 
we ought to have got five times the usual budget period of 17 days for 
the supplementary budget. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: We want your decision here and 
now. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We cannot settle all these things in the House. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: You adjourn now for five minutes 
and decide the matter. We do not w'ant to be blindfolded by Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you so like, I have no objection but in that ease you 
will lose ten or fifteen minutes of your time for that. 

The House stands adjourned for ten minutes and I would request the 
leaders to meet me in my chamber. 

(The House was accordufgly adjourned for ten minutes.) 
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(After adjonrrment.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs Sir, may we have your decision as to 
whether you are prepared to allow reasonable debate in the House and stand 
by the rights of the Legislature to examine Government proposals for 
demands for grants in all their aspects fully and fairly giving this House a 
proper chance and opportunity to debate, and I submit that we may require 
a much longer sitting than is usual in this House. 

SPEAKER; I quite realise the desire of the Opposition to sit for 
longer hours on a question like this but a programme, I understand, was 
practically agreed upon. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; No, no. In fact, if you look up the 
proceedings you will find that on that very day we demanded whole-night 
sitting. 

Mr. SPEAKER: However, as the number of days are concerned I was 
told that originally only two days were fixed. Subsequently it was extended 
by one day more. 

Dr NALINAKSHA SANYAL; That is true ; even so we demanded longer 
hours. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, you are demanding it, there is no doubt about 
it. That is palpable by your opposition here in this House. I had a talk 
with the leaders and as far as 1 could understand their claim was for one 
more day. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Will you look up the proceedings!^ 
You will be disillusioned, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Dr. Sanyal, 1 am not speaking what happened in this 
House. I was not here. I am speaking of what happened in my chamber 
just now. It appears to me that what was demanded in the chamber was an 
extra day (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sany.\l: and longer hours) and there was 
also an indication that they ought to sit earlier — not later. It means sitting 
earlier. That is what Mr. Roy expressly stated. So far as I am concerned 
I pointed out my difficulties. The rules are there. We can sit earlier 
only by arrangement but I can certainly prolong the sitting. That is a 
dift’erent matter. That is in my power no doubt but even there I have got 
to consult the convenience of members. If the members say that they are 
unwilling to continue late in the night on account of black-out and other 
difficulties, I cannot force them to be present. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
Sany.^l: Black-out may be lifted while the Assembly is in session.) I am 
speaking of the present state of things. There had been opposition from 
the Opposition to sit longer hours on some occasions. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
Banyal: Sitting late hours. There is a great deal of difference between 
the two.) Even sometimes there was opposition. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal; 
When there were snakes here in this building.) Who knows there are not 
snakes even now. (Laughter.) I think we are losing much time in this 
way. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal; We are losing crores and crores of 
rupees, let us lose a few hours.) "What I suraested was, let us go on with the 
work and let us reduce the question time by Kali an hour for two days. 

(Dr. Nalinaksha Santal: No, no.) 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Questions cannot be sabotaged 
only to accommodate the Government. There are questions even from l542 
held up. 

Mr, SPEAKER; If the House is not agreeable to come to some arrange* 
n^nt, then I am helpless. All that I can say is this ; let us go on I 
will see what is reasonable. 
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Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We cannot travel in a blind 
alley. 

Mr. SPEAKERS If you ask me that I must say here and now how long 
we are going to sit, that is tying the hands of the Speaker. That is* not 
desirable. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We expect the Spaker to rise 
up to the occasion and to adjust the requirements against tne time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am certainly trying. I have tried my Iwst to accom- 
modate the Opposition and I will always try to meet the wishes of the 
Opposition. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We (an asNcmhle at 1 and Gov- 
ernment ought to agree to that. The Upper House can sit at 11. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us proceed with this. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: No, Sir. Are we tools in the 
hands of the Government to serve according to their convenience 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a question which cannot be decided in the 
House in this way because all that I cun do is to pn>cecd according to rules. 
I am going to proceed according to rules. I will do that, but if you ask 
me to tell you from before how Jong 1 am going to sit and how long 1 am 
going to c()mpel the House to sit in other words, it is a very ditHeult task 
for me. If the majority of the membors say “We are not going to sit 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We are not dictating to you; we 
want your help and direction. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: May I request you to give us an 
assurance tliat you will prolong the time to some extent at least. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: There must be rea.sonablo debate. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 can assure you to this extent that I will try to see 
that you get more time. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is nothing. You ought to 
speak out your mind more clearly. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You assure us reasonable debate. 

Mr. SPEAKER: “Reasonable time” is u very vague term. Perhaps 
from your point of view, as has Wen stated by some, “reasonable debate” 
means that as this budget deals with 65 crores, five times the normal budget, 
therefore five times the normal times is necessary, which means 5x15*75 
days. It may be argued in that way. Therefore, what is “reasonable 
time” is a matter of opinion. Therefore I would riMiuest you Ut resume the 
work. I will try my best to help you. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: The tragedy of the whole thing 
is that you always expect the Opposition to be reasonable and to leave things 
to you but you can never compel the Government to reciprocat<* the reason- 
ableness. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not in my hand to compel the Government. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Then let us not have this farce. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker, with great respect I want 
to correct one statement which you have been pleased to make so far as I 
am concerned. I did not say that one day more should be given to the debate. 

I was wanting extension of 4ime lor reasonable debate— whether by exten- 
aion of days or extension of hours. That is one thing I want to submit 
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to you. The second thing, Sir, is that we are demanding extension of 
time. Instead of your giving any ruling or any decision let us first of all 
enquire from the Leader of the Bouse how is he going to accommodate us 
or wnether he refuses to accommodate us at all and then we will come to a 
decision. Therefore, first of all J would request him to make a statement. 

Mf. SPEAKERS There ought to be mutual understanding. 

(Cms of “We want to hear the Leader of the House’* from the 
Opposition.) 


The Hoii’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs Sif^ the original demand 
was for extension of time and I first protested against that extension, but 
later on I agreed to extend the time by one day. I have come to learti 
that the Whips have represented to Mr. Speaker that the hours of sitting 
might be extended till 8 o’clock, which would mean one and half hours for 
these three days. We might also suggest that for these three days ques- 
tions may be finished half an hour earlier. (Cries of “no, no" f^m the 
Opposition.) Sir, we have tried to accommodate whenever it appeared that 
a reasonable reouest has been made. (Cries of “Question, question" from 
the Opposition benches.) As the Hon’ble Mr. Speaker jiointed out there 
have been occasions when Opposition have refused lo sit one minute longer. 
When we asked on the occasion of the debates over the Secondary Educa- 
tion Bill that the House should sit longer, the Opposition refused to sit 
even one minute after 7 o’clock. 


Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: 


Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: 

Bill. 


We stick to that. 

That won’t apply to a Finance 


Ths Hon^'bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a matter of opinion. 
The Secondary Education Bill was considered just as impoHant as financial 
matters both here and outside. Government are still prepared, if the 
Opposition so choose, to have Friday for this business. (Cries of ‘‘No, no" 
from the Opposition Benches.) 


Mr. 1IOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Friday is a non-official day. 

Tha Hofi’bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: If they do not accept our 
views, I have got nothing further to add. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, in response to the request from 
the Leader of the Congress Party the Hon’ble the Leader of the House has 
made a few sug^stions, each one of which is to curtail the privilege of 
the Opposition either in the matter of interpellations or in the matter of 
aon-onicial business. M e cannot accede to any of these suggestions. If the 
Leader of the House is anxious to accommodate the Opposition by exten- 
9ion of ^me for discussion of the supplementary estimate, be ought to 
ciirtail the official business and make a present to us of those days and that 
time will be available for this business. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Is there going to be an agreement P 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Government is not in a mood to 
agree. ^ 

*'^*’«'* ’*.^****,5'*’ just try to explain. (Cries of “no, 

f# w Benches.! I do not see why the offer of the Leader 

^the House cannot be acceptable to the House. (Cries of “no, no” and 
Ve do not want to hear you” from the Oiqiosition.) 

t. SiJiil?®!,"”'" ”< «» f.iw 



!M5.] 


DEMAND FOB GBANT. 


m 


Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: If this attitude is taken, we can also reci- 
fffocate in the same manner. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Are you speaking in a parlourP^ 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: If you do not want to hear anything from 
me I won’t speak. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. There must be an end of this state of 
things. We must proceed with our business. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This is our business and we want your 
ruling. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No question of ruling arises. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: You express your mind. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already expressed my mind. I cannot go 
beyond that, I will trj* my best to accommodate yoRi as far as practicable. 
That is all I can tell you. I cannot go bej^ond that. If you want to have 
anything definite, it must be by an understanding with the Government. 
If there be anv understanding between Government and the Opposition, 
certainly it will be a very good thing, and I shall be very glad. I was 
expecting an agreement on a matter like this. Now, if it is a question of 
a day only, we have got to find out a day. Sir Nazimuddin has offered 
Friday but that is a non-official day. (Cries of ”no, from the Opposi- 
tion.) Sir Nazimuddin, can we not take any other day? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No other day is available. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Let us sit at H p.ra. every day 
and let us have one exrta day. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Thai is a very reasonable 
suggestion . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, will you kindly move your motion? I 
shall give you every opportunity that is in my power. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, in vie\v of the attitude expressed 
by the Leader of the House reflecting upon the views of the Opposition and 
in view of the fact that you feel helpless in regard to assuring reasonable 
debate, I feel that no useful i>urpo8e will be served by our moving our motions. 

Sir. we have got a large number of specific instances of maladministra- 
tion, corruption, bribery (Mr. Sasanka Skkhar SAjfYAL; What not?) and 
practical waste of the country’s resource^i by the Government, particularly 
the Department in charge f»f Civil Supplies, Civil Defence and so on. 
In the absence of reasonable opportunities in this House, we pro^Mise to 
call upon our countrymen officials and non-officials inside the legislature 
and outside to undertake a campaign against bribt^r)*, corruntion, malprac- 
tice and maladministration and we invite the co-operation of all sections of 
this House, if they so choose, in that attempt. We shall issue appeals even 
to officials concerned to stand up and protect their own reputation, even if 
they get unholy directions from the Ministry' above, in order to keen the 
fair name of this province unsullied. We shall not in that event find any 
necessity of using this forum today for placing all our facts before the 
legislature. We shall be prepared, if Government so chcM»m^*s, to place all 
materials before any impartial Enquiry Committee as the Famine Inquiry 
Commission; that Commission came and sought our assistance and haTing 
been satisfied with some of our points and thoroughly convinced about the 
maladministration of the Government of Bengal are shortly going to iasue, 
if the Government of India permit publication, a most report 

about ^e activities of the Department of Civil Supplies, partieularly with 
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regard to distribution of food, appointment of Mr. Ispahani and the like. 

shall take the same measure, the same course. If Government have 
courage, either Government here or the Government of India or the Parlia- 
ment through a Boyal Commission should investigate into the maladminis- 
tration that has caused Bengal so much suffering and distress and has 
managed practically to bring down the name of Bengal to mud. We shall 
be prepared to co-operate in such enquiry. In the meantime, we appeal 
to all persons to help us in collecting facts and materials; and in so doing 
we hope and trust that they will try themselves td ascertain the correctness 
of these instances and materials before they pass them on to us and the 
Whips of the Opposition will be prepared to keep strict confidence if they 
are contacted. The strictest confidence will be maintained; if any officials 
are prepared to give us facts and materials about the Department we 
shall try to help them as much as possible in the interests of the nation, 
and we feel that there are many omcials who are likely to be helpful in 
this connection. If any non-official comes across instances we shall bring 
them to li^t and thus carry on a campaign to establish the fair name of 
Bengal. We do not propose to take any part in the debate in this manner 
and we shall take otner measures. Unless Government is prepared, and 
unless you are prepared, to assure a reasonable debate we do not propose to 
move our motions. 

Mr 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8 Uj^ On behalf of mv party I fully endorse 
the observations made by Dr. Sanyal and I also call upon the members of 
my party to leave the House without taking any part in this sham and mock 
debate. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIM AHMAD: Sir, I find Sir Nazimuddin 
laughing. He is glorified and he will remain glorified for what he has 
done during the past two years. It has already been submitted by Dr. 
Sanyal how tha. Department of Civil Supplies functions and for a reasonable 
debate sufficient time should be given to the members of the House. That 
has not been done. I am at one w’ith the observations made by previous 
speakers and I and my party will not take part in this debate. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Corruption, thy name is Bengal 
Government ! 

(Opposition members then walked out.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Before I put this demand to the House and before I 
allow the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy to move his motion, I want to be sure 
about the programme. I think that the prayer begins at 6-45 p.m. I pro- 
pose to come back at 7 p.m. The House will stand adjouraed up to 7 p.m. 
and I will come back. I hope we shall then be in a position to finish our 
business. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Why Sir. Let us finish it now. 

Khan Batiadur 4A8IMUDDIN AHMAD: Let us finish the busiuess 
now. 

Mr. 8FEAKER: I have got no objection. What I want to be sure 
about is the Government programme. It was settled that this business 
would last for three days. Subsea uently a circular has been issued that 
two Demands will be disposed of today. So, I think that these two matters 
should be dispo^ of today. Iflhe Opposition has thought fit to leave the 
House, it does not matter. We must proceed with the business. That is 
what I am feeling. I wanted to know what the exact programme is. That 
is why I want alittle time to consult the Secretary. From the Secretary, 
I understand, and I am satisfied, that according to the programme 
items, vii., *‘66 — Extraordinary Chaiges in India^* and “85A — Capital 
Outlay on Provinoial Schemes connect^ with the War, 1838^' have to he 
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disposed of today. So, we have got to proceed with those two items of 
business. Sir Naaimuddin has already moved his demand and it is before 
the House now. 

Does any honourable member wish to speak on the demand? 

(No response.) 

• The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nasimuddin that a sum of 
Rs. 9,80,^,000 be granted for expenditure under the liead “OJl — Extra- 
ordinary Charges in India” during the current year was then jjut and 
agreed to. 

85A--Capital outlay on Provincial Schomos connected with the War, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, on the recommeudation 
of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum ol Ks. 48,80,80,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “85A — Capital outlay on Pro- 
vincial Schemes connected with the War, 1939” during the current year. 

Sir, I am extremely sorry that the Opposition are not here to ventilate 
their charges on the floor of the House and they have contented themselves 
by making scurrilous remarks and insinuations. I vrould have liked to 
hear what they have got to say and 1 w'ould have liked to tell them also 
what I have to say in reply. I feel they have really nothing (d importance 
to place before the House, and they imagine they will he able to create 
with the help of a sympathetic press on atmosphere of prejudice against us 
far better by walking out than by making statements which could easily 
be refuted on the floor of the House. They claim to he the nrotagonists of 
a clean administration. I need hardly say to this House that those who 
bad hitherto supported a pretty ndten udministratiou shoulfl be the lust 
persons to come and play the nde of great protagonists of a clean adminis- 
tration. I am sure the persons who have time io think will just evaluate 
their actions at what they are worth whieh is nothing. Sir, I place the 
motion before the House for acceptance. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-40 p.ui. till 4 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 7th March, 1945, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedingi of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act| 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 7th March, 1945, at 4 p.m. 

Prssetit: 

Mr. Sp^ker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali), in the Chair, 13 
Hon'ble Ministers and 181 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Assault on security prisoners in the Presidency Jail. 

•04. Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether he 
received telegraphic incssai^eH, dated the 25th April, 1943, from cerUiin 
M.L.As. now lonjfed in the Presidency Jail severally and also jointly relat)* 
ing to assault on the security prisoners in the Presidency Jail? 

(h) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when he received those telegraphic messages and what action 
or actions did he take in respect of complaint made in them? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to lay on the Table the contents 
of the telegraphic messages? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

{%) whether he received any other letter or letters from the members 
referred to in («), and if so, 

(it) when; 

(Hi) what were the contents of those letters; 

(ir) what action or actions he j)ropose8 to take on the complaints made 
in those letters; and 

(r) whether any of tlie Hon ’hie Ministers or the Inspector-General of 
Prisons visited the Presidency Jail after receiving the informa- 
tion of the incident of the 25th April, 1943. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble KhwaJa 
•Ir Naziimiddtn). (a) to (d) The subject-matter of this question was fully 
dealt with in my reply to question No. 4*39, dated the 23rd June, 1944, 
asked by Mr. Sibnatn llanerjee and I refer the honourable member to the 
interpellations on that question. 

Want of quorum. 

The attention i>f Mr, Speaker being drawn by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal 
that there was no quorum in the House, a count was taken and as there 
was no quorum, the bell was rung. Afterwards there was quorum in the 
House. 

Regarding assault on saourity priaonart in Prasidonoy Jail. 

••S. Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether one telegram, dated the 25th April, 1943, w&b sent by an 
M.L.A., and another telegram on the some date jointly by other 
M.L.As,, all security prisoners in Presidency Jail, to tne Hon’ble 
Home Minister informing hun of the assault on security prbonera 
of Presidency Jail and praying for his personal intervention in the 
matter;. 



(ti) Aether a letter was aent by Srijut Niharendo Dutt Majumdar oa 
OMalf of all the aecurity priaooera in Prasidenoy Jail to the 
Hon’ble Home Minister, confirming the two telegrams, dated the 
2&th April, 1943, referred to in (<i), and giving further details 
and urging him for immediate intervention and relief; 

(in) whether another M.L.A. in reply to the Hon*ble Home Minister's 
letter, dated the 28th April, 1943, sent a letter to him on the 6th 
May, 1943, appealing to him to visit the security prisoners in 
Presidency Jail and ease the tension without delay; 

(ir) whether in resj^nse to a desire expressed by the Hon’ hie Home 
Minister through a memorandum of the Superintendent of Pre- 
sidency Jail, dated the 10th May, liM3, the meml)er referred to 
in (a) {iti) and another member sent on the 12tli May, 1943, an 
urgent appeal to him either to personally take up the matter or 
expedite the trial in the Chief Presidency Magistrate’s Court, 
along with a copy of the complaint filed Wore the Chief Pre- 
sidency Magistrate by Srijut Anil (Ihosh and IJsha Roy and the 
relevant portions of the affidavit filed by Srijut Sibnath 
Banerjee, m.l.a., in the Hon’ble High Court in connection with 
his Habeas Corpus application ; 

{v) the respective dates when these appeals and representations were 
received by him; 

{vi) what steps were taken by him regarding the respective represen- 
tations : 

{vii) whether he has visited the Presiden(‘y Jail even once after the 
incident on the 25th April, 1943; and 
{vih) if not, the reasons thereof? 

(6) Will the Hon hie Minister be pleascnl to lay on the Table copies 
of the documents referred to in (i), (ti), (in) and (in)? 

(c) What steps does the Hon'ble Minister propose to take to redress the 
wrongs done to the security prisoners and reassure them of the safety of 
their life and limbs in Presidency Jail? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaia 

Sir Nazimuddin): (rr) to (c) The subject-matter of this question was fully 
dealt with in my reply to question No. 439, dated the 23rd June, 1944, 
asked by Mr. Sinnath Banerjee, and I refer the honourable member to the 
interpellations on that question. 

Assault on security prisonort in the Prsaidsnoy Jail. 

•W. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT MAJUMiOARs (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that — 

(/) on the 27th March, 1943, a telegram was addressed U) Opvem- 
ment complaining of a tense situation in the Presidency Jail 
on account of certain incidents which took plat'e the previous 
evening ; 

(ii) numerous complaints had been mode by the security prisoners of 
the said jail regarding their treatment and the continued default 
of the Jail authorities in supplying articles permissible under the 
Bengal Security Prisoners Rules; 

(ui) on the 22nd April last Inspeotor-Oeneral of Prisons visited the 
Presidency JaH and that serious allegations and complaints were 
made to Kim by the security prisoners relating to the ine&ciency 
and incompetence of certain jail officiab wijfch the particular 
reference to one Additional Jailor; 
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{iv) on the 25th April an assault took place on the securi^ prisoners 
of the Presidency Jail as a result of which about thir^ prisoners 
were injured, of whom three had to be removed to the Medical 
College Hospitals ; 

(i;) several complaints have been made by the security prisoners to 
Government relating to the incident of the 25th April, and 
making serious allegations against the aforesaid Additional 
Jailor and others ; and 

(vi) complaint has been made against certain punishment indicted on 
Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., stopping — 

(A) his interviews, and 
(B) letter, 

for the last two months? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Government 
made any enquiry on the spot relating to — 

(t) the incident of assault on the security prisoners which took place 
on the 25th April; 

(ii) the incident complained of in the questioner’s telegraphic communi- 
cation of the 27th March as referred to above; 

(Hi) various other complaints regarding the treatment of the security 
prisoners and the administration of Bengal Security Prisoners 
Buies in the Presidency Jail; and 

{iv) the copi plaint of punishment on Srijut Nishitha Nath Kundu as 
aforementioned ? 

(c) If the answer to (5) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the results of such enquiry ? 

a If the answer to (5) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
ised to state what are the reasons thereof P 
(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether his attention 
has been drawn to the remarks of the Chief Presidency Magistrate in a 
recent judgment in the case of Mr. Mobarak Mazdoor relating to the con- 
duct of the same Additional Jailor of the Presidency Jail? 

(J) Will the Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether he is contem- 
plating to hold any enquiry into the— 

(i) incidents and state of affairs concerning the security prisoners in 
the Presidency Jail; and 
(ti) conduct of the same Additional Jailor? 

(g) Will the Hon'ble Minister be also pleased to state under what 
authority and how these prisoners are now being detained P 

Khan Bghaiiur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwala 
Sir Nazimuddln): (o) to {g) The subject-matter of this question was fully 
dealt with in my reply to question No. 439, dated the 23rd June, 1944, 
asked by Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, and I refer the honourable member to the 
interpellations on that question. 

UNSTTARRED (JUESTION 

(anawer to whkii waa laid on the table) 

Alleged assault on seourity prisoners in the Presidency Jail. 

82« Mt* SIBNATH BAMERJEEs {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charges M the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
facWr^ 

1(i) that in the evening of the 2r)tb April, lWt3, there was an assault 
on security prisoners in Presidency Jail by some of the Jail 
Officers, warders and ordinary" prisoners; 
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(ii) tbw aa a result about 30 of the security prisoners iuoludin^ Srijut 
Dharanath Bhattacherya, aged over 60 years, were seriously 
wounded ; 

(ui) that three of the security priaonere, vis., Sriiuts Anil Ghosh, Usha 
Hanjan Eoy and Murari Banerjee had to be removed to Jledical 
College Hospitals that very night in a bleeding and unconscious 
condition; and 

(it?) that the Hon’ble Home Minister was immediately informed of the 
incident? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) whether the Hoii’ble Home Minister has visited the jail after the 
incident; and 

(ii) if so, what steps he has taken to find out the culprits and to punish 
them; 

(Hi) whether — 

(1) Srijut Nishitha Nath Kundu, m.l.a., lodged a eonudaint to 
the Chief Presidency Magistrate on the l?7th April. 1943, 
through tile jail office, 

CJ) Srijut Satvesh Bhattacherya filed a case in the court of the 
Chief Presideney Magistrate on the 28th Ajiril, 1943, and 
(3) Srijuts Anil Ghosh and Usha Hanjan Hoy jointly filed a case 
on the tith May, H)43, to the Chief Presidency Magistrate 
through the jail office in the presence of Hai Bahadur Ja^ra* 
bandhu Bhaftaeharya, Deputy Commissioner, Special 
Bnuich (2); 

(iv) whether it is a laid, that as no case was started by the Chief Presi- 
dency Magistrati^ a notice was given to the Hon’ble Home 
Minister on the 10th June, 1943, by Srijuts Satin Sen, Nishitha 
Nath Kundu, m.l.a., Sibnath Banerjee, m.l.a., and 10 other 
security prisoners that unless Government took steps they would 
he conifielled to take upon themselves voluntary sufFerings like 
fasting, etc., aft(‘r the 25tli June, 1943; 

(r) whether on the 2hth June, 1943, the Deputy Secretary informed 
the security prisoners that the cases filed before the (.hief I^resi- 
dency Magistrate were sent back to the court hy Government 
for disposal ; 

(vi) whether many of the accused and the witnesses have already been 
transferred or released from this jail ; 

(i^) whether anv case has been started up till now (3rd Septemb<*r, 
1943); and 

(riti) what are the reasons for the delay in starting the criminal case 
after the application was made? 

The HonTile Khwaja Sir MAZIMUDDIN: (a) and (h) The subjecG 
matter of this <iuestion wa.s fully dealt ivith in mv reply 1o (juestion No, 439, 
dated the 23rd June, 1944, asked by Mr. Sibnatb Baiicrjee, and I refer the 
honourable member to the interpellations on that (iuestion. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anawers were given) 

Controlled prfoe of rioop paddy and ODal during 1941-42. 

M9SB. >Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies Department 1)€ pleased to state what were 
the different controlled rates for — 

(1) rice. 
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(2) paddy, and 

(3) coal 

dinring tLe financial years 1941-42 and 1942-43? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how long the Govern- 
ment intend to control the rates of those articles? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of decontrolling 
the rates of those articles in tK^ near future ? 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL MAHMOOD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. H. B. 
Btlhranraflly): (a) Two statements are laid on the Table. 

(h) Till normal conditions return. 

(c) No. 

Statement /, referred to in reply to clauses (a){l) and {2) of starred question No. 136. 
GoNTEOLLED rates of EICE AND PADDY DURING THE FINANCIAL YEAES 1941-42 

AND 1942-43. 

1941- 42. 

Prices of rice and paddy were not controlled during this year. 

1942- 43. 

(») Prom 1-4-1942 to Prices of rice and paddy were not controlled anywhere in 

30- 6-1942. Bengal. 

{ii) From 1 -7 - 1942 to Prices of rice and paddy were not controlled in the districts 

21-7-1942, The prices of rice and not of paddy were controlled in 

Calcutta where they were as follows: — 

Wholesale. Retail. 

Coarse rice . . R8.5-12 per maund . . R8.6-4 per maund. 

Medium rice . . R8.6-4 per maund . . R8.6-12 per maund. 

(Hi) From 22-7-1942 to Prices of both rice and paddy were controlled only in 
10-3-1943. Calcutta where they were as follows: — 

Rice. 

Wholesale ex- Wholesale ex- Retail, 

mill. godown. 

Coarse rice , . Rs.O-S per R8.6-12 per R8.7-4 per maund ; 

maund. maund. 3anna8 per seer. 

Medium rice .. Bs.7 per maund R8.7-4per maund Rs.7-12 per maund; 

Sannas Spies per 
seer. 

Paddy, 

Price at mill rate. 

(intrse paddy . . Rs.S-lO per maund. 
vfiedium paddy . . Bs.4 per maund. 

{iv) From 11-3«1943 to Prices of rice and paddy were not controlled either in 

31- 3-1943. Calcutta or in the districts. 
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1942.43, 

Prites WOT© not controlled till 19th January, 1943. 



Wholesale 

Retail 


price per 

price par 


maund. 

maund. 


Rs. a. 

Rs. a. 

From 10-1-1943 to 2-2-1043 

1 4 

1 6 

From 3-2-1943 to 17-3-1943 

12 

1 9 

Ftom 18-3-1943 to 7-6-1943 

1 0 

1 6 

From 8-6-1943 

12 

1 8 


Dr* NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* Will the honourable member pleaseii 
to state which dates these tables refer toP 

194742^1^^3^*^^ MAHMOOD: Dates are already mentioned—yeur 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAt.S Will the honourble member be pleo><i‘t( 
to state the dates and not tihe years covered by this statement P 

ABDULLA-AL MAHMOODs Dates are already there in tin* 
statemenb-from lat April 1942, to 30th June, 1942, andf so on. 

Rtgviliiig tpeoiil cells for persom arretted under Defenoe of India Rulee. 
Maa. Mr. 8ATYAPRIYA BAHEWEES (1) Will the Hon^ble Minister 

in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 

(а) that some persons arrested under rule 129 of the Defenoe of India 

Rules are now being committed to the custody of the Intelligenoe 
Branch and Special Branch and kept there for two months; 

(б) that for this purpose special cells have been constructed in their 

offices in 13.16, Lord Sinha Road; 

<c) that the area of these cells is 8^ x 3^; 

(d) that two or more persons are some times kept in them; 

<«) that they are very powerfully lighted during the whole of the night; 
(/) that persons committed to custody there are not provided with bed- 
dings and mosquito nets; 

(p) that they are kept within the cells for 24 hoars ; 

{h) that food suited there is extremely bad ; 

(i) that persons committed to custody there are not supplied with news, 
paper even at their own cost; 

(/) that Sj. Aron Mukharjee, now detained at Dum Dum Cbntiml JaiL 
was arrested on the 27th Augnst, 1^, and kepi ihm tar |i^ 
numihs; aadl 


81 



472 QUESTIONS. ' [7th Mabch» 

(k) that he wae eubjeeted to ioterrogatioii for a oontmuoiu period ol 
73 hours at a stretch P 

(2) If the answers to the above are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
ICinister be pleased to state— 

(a) whether the area of 8^ x 8' is sufficient for one person to live in no^ 

to speak of more than one; 

(b) whether he contemplates making necessary arrangements for pro- 

viding good food, necessary biding and mosquito nets and other 
amenities of life including facilities for wallung and supply of 
newspapers ; 

(c) whether the practice of interrogation for a continuous period of 

72 hours or more is being followed with his knowledge and 
approval or whether the Intelligence Branch and Special Branch 
officers have been given full powers to practise these modern 
scientific methods of torture according to their will; and 

(d) whether the Hon^ble Minister proposes to put a stop to these 

methods of torture? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khmja 
Sir NazimuMin); (1) (a) Yes; they are detained for periods varying up 
to the maximum of two months. 

(b) The Special Branch have no cells and all prisoners to be interrogated 
by that Branch are kept in the I.»albazar lock-ups. The construction of the 
cells in the Intelligence Branch was long overdue and has no connection with 
the Defence of India Buies. 

(c) The area of each cubicle is 8' 8J" x 8' 5*. 

(d) Not more than two persons are ever kept in each cell and generally 
it is occupied by one person only. 

(e) to (i) and (1) No. 

0) Yes. 

(2) (a) The apace provided is sufficient. 

(b) to (d) Do not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From answer (b) do I understand the 
honourable member to say that the Intelligence Branch has some special 
cells constructed at 13-15, Ivord Sinha Road? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Special Branch have no cells 
and all prisoners to be interrogated by that Branch are kept in the Lall 
Baxar lock-up. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (b), may I 
point out that it has been stated that the Special Branch have no cells out 
uie construction of the cells in the Intelligence Branch wae long overdue 
and has no cx>nnection with the Defence of India Rules. The implication 
is that some cells have been constructed not hy the Special Branch but by 
the Intelligence Branch. My question is, do I understand the Government 
to say that the Intelligence Branch — ^not the Special Branch — ^have some 
specif cells conatTiicte(i at 13-15. Ix>rd Sinha Road? 

Kflpn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The Special Branch, as I have 
stated, have no cells and the Intelligence Branch have some cells ami the 
construction of them was ovenkie — the construction is being completed. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will tbe Hon^le Miniider be pleased to 
atate wheUier Sj. Arun Mukherjee who adimttedly was confined in one of 
the Intelligence Branch cells was confined in connection with the Defence 
of t^ia Bodies or otherwise? 
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Kltan Baiiaillir MOHAMMED ALI: I refer t^e htmcmralble menil>er to 
my annwer (;) where I have etated that Anin Mukherjee waa amated on 
the 27th August and kept in the Dum Bum Jail for two montha. 

Mf« ATUL CHANDRA SENS Was he confined in one of these cells in 
connection with the Defence of India Rules — ^that is my question* 

Khin Bihailiir MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: The answer is clear 

Mr. SPEAKER: If it is clear, you need not ask anj’tbing. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In that case why is it stated that the 
Intelligence Branch has no connection whatsoever with the Special Branch f 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou cannot ask that. You i)ut any other question 
if you like. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'hlc Minister be pleased to 
state whether any other ])risoner Ln connection with the Defence of India 
Rules has ever been confined in any of these cells for two months or so for 
the purpofK* of interrogation?^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir; prisoners have been 
(‘onftncd in the Intelligence Branch cells and the niaxiinum period is two 
months. No prisoner ha.s b{»en confined for over that iwicvd. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: With reference to answer (/) (e) 
to ft) tuid (k), viz.,'^‘No”, which is also the answer to question No. (7) (a), 
viz., “that they are kept within the cells for 24 hours”, and in view of nis 
answer that “f)ri.soners have been confined in the cells and the maximum 
j)eri(Hl is two months”, will the Ilon'hle Minister he jdwised to .state what 
is the meaning of this answer “No”? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The answer *‘No” refers to quea* 
tions (1) (e) to (i) and (I*), viz., the cells are very powerfully lighted durin^g 
the whole of the night, etc. To all these three questions the answer is 
“No.”. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: The answer (7) (c) to (t) and (k) 
certainly incliide.s the answer to question (1) (ff) which rums thus “that they 
are kej>t within the cells for 24 hours”. The answer is “No.”, and in view 
of your aditiLHsion that “they are detained in cells for j>eri(>ds varying up to 
the maximum of two months,” I want to know what is the meaning of this 
“No.”. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: “No” means not continuously for 
24 hours. 

Mr. NI8HITNA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’hle Minister he please 
ed to clarify if these prisoners when kept lockwl up in those cells are allow- 
ed to go out at any time during day or night? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Certainly they are taken out of the 
cells, but th©>' are not set at large, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (g) will the 
Hon ’hie Minister be pleased to state where else outside these cells these 
prisoners *are allowed to go? 

Khan Bahulur MOHAMMED ALI: Other places provided tor such 
priwmers. 

Mfi DHIRENDRA NATH OATTAt Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
plee^ to tell us whefiber with regard to the supply of food to thaee 
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iriionere, ihe food tliat is supplied to the Dmsi^ III prisoners is supplied 

them or the food that is supplied to the Divisions I and II {Krisoners is 
mpplied to them? 

Khan Bahiliyr MOHAMMED ALI: I am unable to answer that off- 
hand. I ask for notice. 

Mr. NliHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pieced to state if they are taken out of their cells within 24 hours, i.s., 
during? day or night, where are they taken ix> from the cells P 

Khan Bihaillir MOHAMMED ALI. As I have said, there are other 
places meant for the security prisoners. 

Mr. NliHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether for the purpose of interrogation the prisoners 
cannot be kept in jail custody and when necessary, taken out of the jail 
custody and interrogated? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a question of knowledge of law. 

Mr. NliHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, it is a question of fact. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In the answer it in said they are taken and not they 
ean be taken, and your question is whether they can be taken. “WTiether 
they are taken’’ is one thing and “whether they can be taken” is a different 

thing. 

Mr. NliHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
ideased to state what is the inconvenience that is caused to these Special 
Branch and Intelligence Branch police for the purjiose of interrogation if 
they are kept in jail custody? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The prisoners who are to be interro- 
gated must be readily available and accessible. For convenience in the 
matter of interrogation and investigation, it is sometimes felt necessary to 
have these prisoners ready at hand. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: It is nothing but torture. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is it a fact that these prisoners are 
detuned in Lalbazar cells only to be oppressed in various ways by the 
Police to get wlmissiou from them? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No, Sir. That is not cx>rrect and 
had there been an iota of truth in any of these allegations, we would have 
heard more about them. 

Mr. HARIPADA GHATTOPADHAYA: Is the Hou’ble Minister 
aware that keeping these prisoners in those cells is the worst form of torture 
that can be performed on any human being? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ia a matter of opinion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
make it definitely clear whether these people are kept for these two months 
at Lalbasar as now admitted or in the Intelligence Branch cells at Lord 
Sinha Bead? 

Khill Bihidlir MOHAMMED ALI: If they are to be dealt with by the 
Special Branch, then they caB be locked up at the Lalbasar lock-up, and if 

the Intelligence Branch then in the Lord Sinha Bead. 

Mr. SASANKA SBKHAR SANYALS Will the Honble Minister be 
fleacsd to state whether there is any arraiM^ent for the viaitoia inspect- 

inch look-ups when prisoiMrs axe in polme ouitedyf 
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Khan BahliNir MOHAMMED ALIS I lusk for notice. 

Hr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will Uie Honble Mmietnr be pleaa- 
ed to state tbe dista-nce in miles between tbe Lalbasar lock-up and 14, XiOrd 
Sinba BoadP 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. It is known to him and 
perhaps better known to you. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: We want to keep this on re<^ord in 
order to show that the plea “that these people may be easily ai'cessible” ia 
a false plea. 

Mr. SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state whether any official of the Police Department supervistti 
these cells with a view to entertain inf?: complaints with reffanl to torturt 
and otherwise P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The question of sutwrvision does 
not arise. If there is any complaint by any of the prisoners, he can present 
the friicvance before the 8Ui)erior |M>lice officers. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Who are the suiwior fiolioe 
officers to whom the prisoners can complain and at what time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot g'ive the time, but if the 
prisoners submit any petitions, tluwe petitions are put ut> before the superior 
officer, and when the superior officer is present there, they can make verbal 
cxnn plaints, if necessary. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Is there any provision for sup* 
plyinf^T these prisoners in the police custody with pen and |>apers? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am u(»t very sure, but I presuma 
that there is provision for supplying them with i>en and |)aper. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to question 1(e) vu., 
“whether they are very powerfully lighted”, will the Hon’ble Minister bt 
pleased to give an idea about the power of the lights in the cells? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: May I submit, Sir, that it diws arise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The power may be ‘12, (14, 100 t»r ra<»re. You cannot 
expect that answer to he given ofF-hand by him. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to (pit^tion (/), will tSo 
Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whether beddings and mowjuito neH 
supplied U» these people are really worthy of the class to which they belonifr 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know whether thev m 
worthy of the class to which the prisoners belong, but I can say that good 
quality mosquito nets are supplied to them. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be plea^ 
ed to state if the Minister or the Parliamentary Secretary ever visited tnie 
police lock-up? 

Khui Midur MOHAMMED ALI: I do not know whether tie Hon’bl. 
Minister .vimted these cells or not, but I certainly have not visited. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Oovernment consider the 
desirability of sending these prisoners to the nearest jail, I mean, Allport 
Central Jail or the PresideiM^ Jail immediately after their airestP 

KfMn BMndw MOHAMMED ALI: I have already eaid that in otto 
to tacUitate inTeati|;atioii it ae necessary to have the pneomre eaaily emi* 
able {or inierrogaiion. 
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Mr# ATUL CHANDRA CENs With reference to mswer (k) will the 
Hon’ble 'Minister be pleased to state for how many hours in the maxim urr 
jay of these prisoners has been subjected to interrogation continuously? 

Nfian Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Delay in tha tranamisaion of talagi^am and lettara of Babu Suhhaah Chandra 
San, a aacurity priaonar. 

M0O. Babu KHACENORA NATH DAS CUPTA! (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact — 

(*) that security prisoner Babu Subhash Chandra Sen, at present detained 
in the Rajshahi Central Jail, received a pre-paid telejgram from 
his mother on the 10th January, 1945, anxiously enquiring about ^ 
his health; and 

(h) that immediately on the very date he submitted to Jthe Jail Office, 

his reply purporting “in good health, sent several letters** to 
be transmitted by wire? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the date of actual transmission of that telegram to his 
mother ? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(i) that there had been unusual delay in sending the wire; 

(it) if so, the reason thereof ; and 

(in) that he is not receiving his letters from home without l)eing un- 
usually delayed owing to the fact that the letters are being 
censored by the Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligence Branch, 
Bengal, instead of by the local Intelligence Branch? 

(d) If the answer to {c)(tn) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons for this exceptional treatment towards that 
•ecurity prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
•b Naiimuddin): (n) Yes. 

(h) 22nd January, 1945, 

(<?) and (d) Generally communications to and from security prisoners 
lodged in the Rajshahi Central Jail are censored by the District Superin- 
tendent of Police, Intelligence Branch, Rajshahi, under rule 22(1) of Bengal 
Security Prisoners Rules, 1940, a copy of which is in the Library, but those 
in respect of Babu Subhash Chandra Sen are censored by Deputy Inspector- 
Cfeneral of Police, Intelligence Branch, as a special measure from security 
|>oint of view and so some delay takes place in receiving these communica- 
tions. The pre-paid tele^am from his mother as mentioned in (a)(t) above, 
was, however, sent to Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Intelligence 
Branch, for censor through oversight. 

^ Mfn ATUL CHANDRA BEN: With reference to answer (c) and (d) 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when was this act of oversight 
detected? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMHJED ALI : I ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BtN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether on the detection of the oversi^t any telegram was sent by the 
iiul authorities to the mother of Subhas Chandra Sen, who was anxious for 
ilia inlormatioii about her son’s health? 

VtaN lUllMllir MOHAmtlD ALI: I aak for notioe. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANCIRA SEN: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleiised id 
gtvte whether any action has been tahen against the people who were rat- 
pcmaibie for Ihis act of oversight f 

Khtn Beluidur HOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. But the point 

has been explained to the authorities concerned that in such cases it is need- 
less to refer the matter to the Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligence 
Branch, here in Calcutta. 

Mfa NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state under what rule of the Bengal Security Prisoners* Rules 
this telegram was sent to the Deputy Inspector-General' orf Police P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Under rule 22(7). 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, the rule provides that commu- 
nication from and to a security prisoner wil be censored before despatch bjr 
the District Police Officer, 'fhat is the rule. Now, under what rule this 
was not ceiisoaed by the District Police (ifficer but sent to the Deputy 
Inspector-General, Intelligence Bn«u*h, here in (/ulcuttaP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: If the honourable member will 
read rule 22(/) properly he will see that towanl.s the end of this sub-rule 
there is a [>ro vision that in matters of doubt the District Police can refer 
the matter to the Depiih- Tnsfiecor-General, Intelligence Branch. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister please 
explain what does he mean by “matters of doubt’* P 

Mr. SPEAKER: The rule is clear: it d<w's not require explaining. If 
you read the rules you will understand that if any doubt arisw in the mind 
of the Su|)erint4*Tident he can refer the matter. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: We are conversant with the rules. 
Now, will the Ilcm’ble Minister be pleased to state how the delay was caused 
at the office of the Deputy Inspector-General of Police in the despatch of 
this telegram!'' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There was no unusual delay in the 
desj>at<‘h of the telegram after censor by the Deputy Inspw:tor-(leDeTal, 
Intelligence Branch. There wics a few days’ delay because the telegram 
was sent from Raj.shahi to Calcutta and agjiin from Calcutta to Rajsnahi. 
That was the cause of delay. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Ifou’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to give us some idea about the time which he thinks to he due time for 
despatch of a communication and whether 10 days’ delay in the case of a 
telegram is not thought by him to be an inordinate delay? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This is a matter of opinion. In 
my opinion, ten days* delay is an unusual delay. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be plead- 
ed to state who were responsible for this oversight and delay? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated, the Distriotf 
Police at Rajshahi. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: W^t did the Government do when 
the notice of this question was sent to their department? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALU I have already explained that aince 
the notice of this question was received Government asked for a report and 
GK)vernment hare already made the position clear and poin^ out that in 
the case of telegrams of a simple nature from a mother making an enquiry 
albaai the health of her reference is necessary to the Deputy Inspe^ 

tor-^neral, Intelligence Branch, in Calcutta. 
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Mr« NISHITHA NATH KUNOU: In view of the fact that Govern- 
ment think that in such cases reference is not necessary, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to ‘depute a person who has some intelligence to under- 
stand that in such cases no reference is necessary? , 

Mfi SPEAKER: That qustion does not ari^. 

Grant M family allowanoa to SJ. Dabandra Nath tan, a security 
prisoner. 

MSI. Dr. SUREtH CHANDRA BANERJEE: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact — 

(i) that Babu Dhirendra Nath Sen, a Government employee and the 

younger brother of Sj, Debendra Nath Sen, now a security pri- 
soner at Dum Dum Central Jail, has, of late, died leaving l^hind 
his old mother, wife, three daughters and one son and there is 
none now to look after them ; and 

(ii) that the mother of Sj. Debendra Nath Sen has applied to the 

Government for a suitable allowance? 

2 If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
eriny the desirability of sanctioning at an early date a suitable allow- 
ance to Sj. Debendra Nath Sen so that the family may be saved from 
starvation and death? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi (on behalf of the Hon’M Khwaja 
Jir Naiimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(6) An allowance of Rs.SO per month has been granted to the widowed 
sister-in-law of the security prisoner with effect from 1st August, 1W4. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the pay of the late Bahu Dhirendra Nath Se<a, a 
Government employee? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The security prisoner’s brother 
Bahu Dhirendra Nath Sen was a clerk in the Faridpur Juudge’s Court on 
Re. 50. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state why no allowan(!e has been granted to the old mother of the 
security prisoner and the deceased Government employee? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr, NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that there are 
sii dependents including the old mother of the detenu and in view of the 
fact, that Rs. .‘K) is quite inadequate for the purpose of maintenance of six 
dependents, does the Hon’ble Minister think it desirable to immediately 
reconsider this and grant them suitable allowances? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This security prisons, before his 
arrest, was not earning anything and was .not contributing anything to- 
ward the maintenance of the family. He has been in detention for a 
considerable leng^ of time. His case originally was reviewed by the 
Government and in view of the^iberal policy of the Government the amount 
of Ro. 30 was granted on compassionate ground. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY I Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
elate what led the Government to think that where there is none to earn 
money for the familly this security prisoner being released will not earn 
an 3 rthing but will make them starve? 
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Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise out of ty». 

Mr* ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government is aware that Debendra Babu is a well-eduoatid 
man and could earn a lot when his brother diedH 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister awaxn 
that Debendra Babu is an Honours Graduate in Economics P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: My information is that this 
security prisoner is a Master of Arts. 


Cofistruotion of bridgae at Kaiihati and Pouli in tha district of 
Mymensingh- 

*152. Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: {a} Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the bridges at Kaiihati and Pouli on the Tan- 
gail-Mymensingh Board Road are not constructed yetP 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when tne bridges are going to be constructed P 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA (on behalf of the Hon*ble Mr. Barada Praianna 
Pain); (a) Yes. 

(b) These two bridges have been included in the first five-year programme 
of Post-war Road Development plan. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the 
fa< t that if these two bridges are comple^l, the connection between Mymen* 
singh and Tangail will be fully established? 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: I am aware of that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon'ble Minister l»e pleased 
to state what is the bar in not constructing and completing these two 
bridges nowP 

Mf. d. Na GUPTA: On account of the difficulty in obtaining materials 
and also for the difficulty of transport it has been decided by the Road 
Board to postpone the work. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is it a fact that in order to help the 
Mymensingh District Board with the income of these two ferries these 
bridges are not being constructed? 

Mr. d. N. GUPTA: Not at all. 

Luvy of rtnf on ronMroo land. 

•153. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAdI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minuter 
in charge of the Revenue Department aware that some land-holders and 
samindars are levying rent on the rent-free lands of the Province? 

(6) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many sanuxi* 
dare of the districts of Bengal have taken such steps to levy rent on rent- 
free lands? 

(c) What steps, if any, have been taken by the Government against 
such landlords and samindars ? 

MINISTER in obarm of tho REVENUE DEPARTMENT (IN Hon’blo 
Mr. Tfrak Nath MiHca^a): (a) No. 

(b) and (o) Bo not arise. 
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*1M« Dr« SAMAULLAMs (a) Will the Hon’ble Miniiter in chargpe of 
the l^venue Department be pleased to state whether there are Hindu abd 
Muslim ^ployees according to communal ratio at present in the Court of 
Wards Office, North Group, ChitUgongP 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor P 

Oovemment contemplate to reserve the next vacancies for the 
dencient community P 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) what is the numerical strength of the (1) Hindus, (2) Muslims, 
and (3) others; 

(w) whether the Muslim employees are allowed sufficient recess to say 
their midday prayers; and 

(m) if not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK HATH MUKERJEA: (a) No. 

(h) In the jiast the people available for executive and clerical appoint- 
ments in SHinindari work had been mostly Hindus, and when the Court of 
Wards had taken over any estate it had also to take over the existing staff 
in fairness to them. 

(c) In making new appointments, the Court of Wards now gives due 
consideration to the principles of Communal Katio Kules adopted by Govern- 
ment though they do not apply to Court of Wards appointments. 


(d) (i) Hindus g9 

Muslims 24 

Scheduled Castes 2 

Others 
(ii) Yes. 

(m) Does not arise 


^ BibU MAOHUtUDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
plealwd to state what are the designations of the tn-o offirers taken from the 
Scheduled (Pastes in that department? 

Th. Hon'ble Mr. TARAK HATH MUKERdEA: I cannot say. I ask 
for notice. 

BiIm MADHU8UDHAN SARKARs When the last appointment was 
mfiwle in that Court of Wards estate? 

Tht Hon’bli Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Different appoint- 
mente were made from Managers down to chowkidars. I cannot say what 
appointment was made. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the particular estate has any racial prejudice in the 
matter of appointing officers? 

Th# HOfl’bb Mr. TARAK HATH MUKERJEA: Certainly the Court of 
Wards has no racial prejudice, nor that particular estate. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA^ 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if in the selection of particular officer or officers the community to 
Ivhich Uie proprietor of the estate belozigB is also taken into consideration ? 

nm NaiilMa Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: So far as 1 am\ware, 
It IS not. 
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Dfii HALIH^ATOHA tANYALl Will the Hon'ble Hii^eter be pleased 
ipf state if it is a fact that com plaints have been made U> Goveminent invit- 
ibeir attention to persons beingr appointed under the Court of Wards to 
^minister properties with dehotUir and deities, interests therein w'here 
persons belong^ing to a different community cannot look after such interests 
as may be liked by the proprietors? 

The Hon^hle Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No such complaint 
has ever reached me. 

^r. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the proportion of estates belong’iiifr to Hindus and Muslims, 
respectively, under Court of Wards manageniei^t? 

The Hon’foie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice., 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMEO CHOWDHURY : ^ 

wfnp CT cvft' ^ sfWHR ’ftirr ^ 

Ths Hon’bts Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA : OftiT TsStv fin 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURf : |8 c^m w>n 

^ arrtcwtfce fV? 

Ths Hon’Ms Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA : question^ «tnninnn i 

Mr. SPEAKER : ^ cvfnr 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : ^ mcW9 

SRJ c*f^ 

Ths Hsn’blf Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA : cYT^ m ^midv TtsHhi 
tfOTf w^rr >r>nr strY*! i 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : cYfYYv oftc^ |?t cvein 
SYt appointment ^ TO5 (y t 

TN Hon’bls Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA : rMhonr ’Pnit CYOVI 

^ Ydwft fircnr-Jf »r!<mr«r5: cYffr yy ssfcdw entpe ir w Y TO ftw nstYi't® cYtd yy 

Clfef^ YCYY I 

Coftoiiialiofi of labour cNaputee in Bengal. 

M55. Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Labour Department be pleased to state-— 

(i) what is the machinery set up by the Govemmeut of Bengal to— 

(а) secure conciliation in regard to labour disputes, and 

(б) ensure quick disposal of matters arising out of labour unrest, 
including adjudication of disputes between employees and 
employers ; 

(ti) what are the various offices held by the labour Commissioner, 
Bengal, and what are the functions attached to each office; 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that considerable delay has been experienced in 
the disposal of labour disputes in the rrovince during 1844; 

(tV) whether it is a fact that the machinery for adjudication also has 
been found to be very slow in its work in 1944; and 
the claims of ors^ised labour onions or associations to which the 
attention of ^ Labour Department had been draam during the 
year 1844, showing for each — 

(a) the date adien the matter was first brought to Governments 
noiioe, 
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(b) the date whMi lomal appUcatidn lor oonoiMiti^ or adjudiofr* 
tion as case may was reoeired by the Labour Oom** 
missioaer, BeagaL or bis office, 

(c) the dates whea coaciliatioa procedure was ooauneaced aad 
was coacluded, 

(d) the date whea tb* matter was referred to adjudicatioa, if 
aay, 

(e) the date or dates when adjudication hearings were held, 

(/) the date when adjudication award, if any, was giyea, 

{g) the date when Qoyemment order on the adjudication order 
was issued, 

(h) the date whea the employer reported having given effect to 
the Government order regarding conciliation or adjudication, 
aad 

(t) the number of deputations that waited on the Labour Deparl~ 
meat for each case? 

MINISTER in-ohtfge of the LABOUR DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla 
Mr. K. ShihablKWtfl): (i) The Labour Commissioner assisted by 
his staff consisting of one Deputy Labour Commissioner, 3 Assistant Labour 
rommissionere and 9 Labour Officers try to settle trade disputes through 
conciliation. Only when attempts at conciliation fail disputes are refer^ 
to adjudication under rule 81A of the Defence of India Eulee. Disputes 
are referred for adjudication to Mr. R. Gupta, i.c.s., who is an experienced 
Judicial Officer. 

(u) The liabour Commissioner is also the Registrar of Trade Unions, in 
which capacity he administers the Trade Union Act. At present he ^Jso 
holds the following offices temporarily: — 

(1) Chairman, National Service Labour Tribunal, Bengal, in which 

capacity he administers the National Service (Technical Person- 
nel) Onlinance, 1940, and is in charge of the Technical Training 

Scheme. 

(2) Officer in charge, Post-Raid Information Service. 

(3) Chairman, Executive Ooramittee of the Provincial Unskilled Ijabour 

Supply Committee. 

(in) Some delay there has l>een mainly on account of the com[ilex nature 
of tne question requiring consideration and partly on account of shortage 
of staff. Pro[x)saIs to remedy the latter are under consideration. 

(tv) No. 

(v) Government have no particulars of organised labour unions apart 
from those under the Trade Unions Act. Ihe question is vague and there- 
fore cannot be answered. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Has the attention of the Government 
been drawn to the bitter complaint made W Srijut Mrinal Kanti Bose, 
President of the All-India Trade Union Congress, and published in the 
Amrka Bazar Paprika on 6th Pelbruary, 1945, complaining against the 
lethargy of the Bengal Government in the matter of settlement of labonr 
disputes? 

Vm Hoii*bl« Mr. KliWiJt IHAHABUODIN: Sir. I would refer the 
honourable member to my answer (tit). 

Dr. NALINAKBHA MNYAL: My question is whether (hyfmixMVi 
attention has been drawn to the oomplaini made Idtterlv by Die Presidenl 
of the All-India Trade Union Congreae which was published in the press on 
the 6tb Esbruaryf 
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TIM Mr. KImrtja tHAHAiUDDINs Sir, there are two parts 

le Qiie question. 1 answered the latter part that there has been some delay. 
Tea, my attention was drawn. I refer the honourable member to my 
mtswer (m): 

br. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state; since his attention was drawn to this publication, what action has 
been taken to improve the working of the Labour Department in the 
matter of {settlement of labour disputes? 

The Hon’ble Mr. KImaJa 8HAHABUDDIN: As I have already 
stated, the number Labour Officers is only 9 and there is one Deputy 
Labour Commissioner and 3 Assistant Labour C<nnmissioners. I am talcing 
peceesary steps to strengthen the stall and I have been assured by the 
officers of the Labour Department that they will take all necessary steps 
so that the matter may not be unnecessarily delayed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Handle Minister be pW 
ed to state, out of these five posts held by the Labour Commissioner at the 
present moment, what are his hours of attendance at difference officeeP 

The Hon^ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN! There are no fixed 

hours of attendance in these offices. He d()t>« it aceording to the require- 
ments of the offices and the time available to him. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of the statement made that 
there is a shortage of staff, wnl! the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
why the I^abour Commissioner is saddled witli four other offices? 

The Hon’bla Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I have already 
stated that I am taking steps to strengthen the staff. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (Hi) that 
^*Some delay there has been”, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the degree or nature of delay indicated therein? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 disallow that question. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is ware that in the matter of reference to conciliation there 
have been cases hanging fire for more than a year and a half? 

TIm HOffi’bl^ Mr. Khawajt 8HAHABUDDINI Sir, I am not aware of 
that. If a particular case is brought to my notice, I will certainly have 
it enquired int?o. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Eon’ble Minis^r aware that 
nearly 3 lakh workers of the jute industry submitted a petition in August, 
1943," signed by 60,309 workers and supported by 23 unions and there nave 
been numerous deputations and collective and individual representations 
and that the petition was partially gone into on December 2, 1944, and is 
still hanging fire? 

The Hon’hle Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDOIN: Does this question 
arise at all? 

Dr. NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: You wanted a particular case and eo 
I have put this question. 

Mr. BREAKER: Mr. Shahabuddin, you give whatew^ answer you 
can. . 

The HeiRble Mr., Kl^a BtfAHABUDDINs There is only one state* 
ment of Dr. Sanyal which I want to correct. He says 3 lakh jute workers 
of whom 50,000 signed the petition. I do not know how he claim t^t 
80,000 people were representmg 3 lakh workers. In any case, I will have 
Uie matter enquired into^ 
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9r» NALINAKSHA SANYALs I« t^e Hon^ble Mi&ister aware tliat 
in regard to adjudication there have been cases referred to the adjudicator 
Efr early as April, 1^44, and the first week of May, 1^44. I am r^erring 
to Bharatia Electric SWl Company involving 1,650 workers approximately 
which was referred to adjudication in the first week of Septenil^r after 16 
deputations waited on Government. 

Mr. SPEAKSH: You cannot^ make a question long. You are put- 
ting a lot of facts in your question. It cannot be answered in that way. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
in regard to Bharatia El^tric Steel Company, Steel Products, Ltd., of 
Kidderpore, India Electric Works, Behala 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please put your questions one after another. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: All right, Sir. With regard to 
Bharatia Electric Steel Company, reference was made in the first week of 
September and the award wjis published on 4th January, 194e5, after 20 
deputations waited and the award has not been finally dispoeed of and 
still further enquiry is supposed to be made regarding clearness allowance. 

Th« Hcm’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Sir, how many points 
have been intnMluced in one question. If I start replying it will be like a 
speech. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Ilou’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state at what stage the representation for adjudication made by the 
workers of Bharatia Electric Steel Company now remains? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: 1 want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that 
in regard U) the stt^el producjts of Kidderpore involving 1,200 workers 
whose application for adjudication was made in July, lt>44, and reference 
was made in the first week of September, 1944, no award has yet been 
published ? 

The Hon’hle Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: The papers are not 
readily available to give an answer to this question. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a foc^t that in regard to the India Electric Works, and also 
the Saxby and Farmers, Ltd., Entally, there have been applications for 
adjudication, reference has been made and there has been as yet no final 
decision about adjudication? 

Tht Hon’blf Mr.. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I am afraid I cannot 
answer this question without previous notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state if it is a fai t that there is only one adjudicator ^)pointed and 
Uiat gentleman also is the Chief Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta hav- 
ing numerous onerous duties to perform? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Yes. Sir. I am taking 
stops, so that Mr. Gupta may be relieved from bis onerous duties as Chief 
Pr^idency Magistrate and may be able to give more time to this adjudi- 
caitdon mwk. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAi.: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that 
deky occurs, because of the abesnce of assessors to advise the adjudicator 
aa has been followed in other provinces? 

Tht Hon^k Mr. Khwhla SHAHABUDDIN: No, Sir. I do ni>t 
agree with Hiis cbntenticm of Dr. Sanya! . 
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Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoix*ble Minktor be pleased 
to elate wbat time-limit bae been fixed by the Department of Labour, 
Bmigal Goemment, for seeking decision through conciliation before a case 
ie referred to adjudication? How long do they wait? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khvmjt 8HAHABU0DIN: There \» no time-limit 
fixed. It is left to the discretion of the Labour Commissioner to see how 
the matter is proceeding, what are the chances and expectation of concilia- 
tion and when he finds that the matter has reached a stage when it should 
be referred he recommends a reference. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
he admits that the Labour Commissioner is ovarburdenea with work to an. 
extent that he is unable to attend to his duties as Lalxiur Commissioner 
with reasonable expedition? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Kliwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: No, Sir. 1 do not admit 
that, but as 1 have said I am taking steps to strengthen the staff. 

Mr. A. F. STARK; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if 
he is considering the desirabilitv of relieving the Labour Commissioner of 
his other offices as Chairman, National Service Labour Tribunal^ Officer- 
in-charge, Post-Raid Information Service and Cliairmnn, Exe^mtive 
Comniitt 4 H‘ of the Provincial Unskilled lAlM)ur Supply Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Yes, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Das Goveniment laid down any 
principle in regard to the approach for conciliation and has it laid down 
any rules for guidaiu’e cd the officers to enable them to make references 
after a reasonable time elapses? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDOINS There is no hard and 

fast rule laid down, but the general principle of the matiter is taken into 
consideration by the Labour Commissioner and he deals with the mutter 
according to the general principle of trade disputes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’^ble Minister aware that 
the case of conciliation in connection with Braithwaite & Co., Ltd., 
Kidderpore, referred to the Labour Commissioner as early as January, 
1944, has still not been referred to adjudication and no conciliation ha« 
as yet been made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDINl I am not in a rK>sition 

to answer either way without previoua notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: WBl the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that with rejjard to Joy Engineering 
Company involving nearlj^ 2,000 workers application for adjudication was 
made as early as June 30, 1944, 30 deputations waited upon the Laliour 
Commissioner and his assistants and no conciliation has been reached, nor 
any adjudication referred to? 

Thu HOfi’bM Mr. Khiwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hcm’ble Minister be pl^ 
^ to state if it is a fact that in the matter of referring to adjudication 
the framing of issues is done by the Labour Commi88i(mer’s office withoi^ 
^nsultation with the complainants and even issues Quite out of date and 
irrelevant are put up before the trying Magistrates r 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ton have put two questions at a time. Put the 
first part first. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that the framing of issuM 
is done by the Labt»ur Commissioner’s office without reference to the 
complainant? ^ 
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TIm HmW Mr. Kiimja SHAHABUDDIN: I am not sure Aether 
m Teference is made to the complainant because obriously the matter has 
Jbeen pending before the Labour Commissioner who has been trying to 
bring about a conciliation and he knows the issues involved and conse- 
quently has drawn up the terms of reference made on Uie basis of informa- 
tion available to him. 

Ora NALINAKSHA SAHYALs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state if he is aware that there have been numerous cases in which 
the issues referred to the adjudicator are out of date and quite out of keep- 
ing with the correct position P 

rh§ HonW§ Mr. Khwija SHAHABUODIN: I am not aware. 

Dr. NALIIIAKBHA SANYALs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
lo state if it is a fact that the procedure in the Adjudication Court does 
not follow the normal procedure in civil or criminal courts but that a 
special procedure is adopted by the Adjudicator? 

Tha Hoil’tlfa Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUODIN: Obviously it is not a 

civil court. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA SANYALs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state if any rules of procedure have been laid down or it is entirely 
left to the whim of the Adjudicator? 

Tha Hoti'bla Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUODIN: Sir, the Adjudicator, as 
I have already said, is an exfierienced judicial officer and naturally we 
rely on his derision and discretion. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GURTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the Chief Presidency Magistrate as Adjuudicator made his decision 
in respect of the workers of the Calcutta Tramway Company, Limited, but 
no effect has been given as yet? 

TllO Hon'blo Mr. Khwnjn SHAHABUODIN: According to iny infor- 
mation it has been substantially implemented. 

Mr. 40CESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to stote to what extent bis decision has been implemented? 

Tht HOflTile Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUODIN: I have said, substaa- 
tially. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon ’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that with regard to the Tramways Co., a special 
enquiiy was subsequently set up which is still under the consideration of 
the Adjudicator? 

Tba HonlMa Mr. Ktiwida SHAHABUODIN: I am not aware of it 

and I am sorry to say that for a definite reply I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. Will the Hon ’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the adjudicator’s award is not communi- 
cated to the party concerned, particularly to the complainants in toto? 

Tht HoiPbtf Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: What do you mean by 

toto’'? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALs **/n. toto” means fullv and wholly 
and not partly. 

Tha Haii*bla Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: The decision is always 
communicated. 

Of. NALINAKSHA SANYALs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that in a number of cases the decisions the 
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Mjudioator also are not fully communicated to the oomplainani unlese 
aUtil Government comes to some decision aa to which part of it should be 
oonununicatedP 

Tho H0fi1>lo Mr. Khwi^a SHAHAiUODIN: No, Sir. The doomon 
of the adjudicator which is given effect to is published. 

Dr. NALINAK$HA SANYAL. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what measure Government have taken to see that the recommen- 
dation of the adjudicator as approved by Government for enforcement and 
communicated to the employer concerned is duly given effect toP 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. Klmrajt 8HAHABUDDIN. Whenever we receive a 
complaint of non-implementation of the decision of the adjudicator 
Government takes the necessary steps through the Labour Commissioner 
to see that they are implemented. 

Qr. NALIKAKSHA 8ANYAL: What are those stepsP 

The Hofi’bla Mr. Kbwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: We direct the party 
concerned to implement it and Government has got the power to enforce 
• it also by definite orders. I am not sure, but I am speaking from memory, 
and I think in one or two cases we did take steps in that direction. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
in regard to the Calcutta Tramways Company, Limited, the award has not 
yet been implemented in regard to canteens and time-table and leave to 
workers on the ground that they have not been sufficiently clarified P 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khivi|a 8HAHABUDDIN: Obviously I have stated 
that is lias been substantially implemented but for detailed information I 
ask for notice. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
jileu.sed to .state the particulars about the substantial effect that has been 
given P 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN; I ask for noti<*e. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that there have been cases of awards which have 
been given partial effect with vital issues such as dearness allowance with- 
held for further examination P 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I ask for notice because 
the particulars are not with me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have as a matter of fact given 
notice that tlie Hon’ble Minister has tried to subterfuge by avoiding to 
give information. 

With reference to answer (r), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why the organised labour unions as it is understo^, namely, unions 
registered under the Trade Unions Act I mean, the information sought 
regarding them could not be furnished P 

Tho HonTilo Mr. Kfiwtja BHAHABUDDIN: 1 have nothing further 
to add to my answer. 

Dr..NALINAKiHA BANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleaaM 
to state what he means by the question being vague P In what respect if 
has been vague? 

Mr. BREAKER: That is a que^on of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAKBHA BANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Miniate be pW 
ed to state if Government maintains any register of claims or complaints 
32 
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put in bv varians labour or^anisatioxia or imdmdnal labourers to the 
Labour Oommissioner claimuig coneiliation or adjudication in their 
disputes P 

The Hoiinila Mr. Ktiw^it tHAMAiUODIN; No Sir, not in the 

Government department but it may be maintainea^ in i^e Labour 
Department. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minmter be pW 
ed to state if that renster maintained by the Labour Commissioner shows 
the date of the complaint and the date on which the complaint has 
been lodged, the date on which the complaint has been sent for coDcilia> 
ition and the date on which the award is obtained as well as the date on 
which the award is given effect toF 

Mr« SPEAKER: The Minister does not say that it is kept in the 
LaWur Commissioner’s office; he says that it may be kept there, and he 
is not sure. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas^ 
ed to state why Government do not maintain a register to watch the 
progress of handling of labour disputes? 

The Hon’ble Mr, Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Government do not 
consider it necessary becaxise the Labour Commissioner’s department is 
there. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleas- 
ed to state if the Labour Commissioner’s department is not a Government 
deportment? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a subordinate department; that j'ou know. 

Dr. NALINAK»HA 8ANYAL: Sir, his answer is much too vague 
and I want to know whether it is a Government department. 

The Hon*ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I have explained that 
these are not maintained in the Secretariat and that for detailed informa- 
tion I must have notice. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government is considering the desirability of laying down some 
definite rules prescribing the time within which, if conciliation is not 
achieved, cases of disputes must go to adjudication? 

Tha Hoi^hla Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: No, Sir. Government 
do not consider it desirable to fix a time-limit and as far as principle is 
concerned Government is considering the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it the policv of the present 
Government to force labourers to go on strike actually and dislocate war 
effort and other industrial work before the matter is token to adjudication? 

Tha Hm)*hit Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Bather it is quite the 
aontrfury which the Government haa in mind. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Question time over. The House stands adjourned 
for fifteen minutes for prayer. 

(The House was adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(A0er adjournment.) 

AUatmant of axtra lima for tho Blaoiisaioii on Siqiiiloiiiontary BwlBat 

OonHnnlk 

Mr. SPEAKERS Supplementary Budget demand for granf 54 — ^Fambe. 
The Hon’ble Mr., Tarak Nath Mukerjea. 
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MHfs A* Km FAZLUL HUQt Sir, before you pasa on to tbip item reserd. 
ing discuflsion of cut motiona on the supplementary grant*, may I enquire 
from you whether the Government have reconsidered their Iboiaion of 
yesterday and are prepared to give the Onposition the solace of at least 
having an opportunity of a full and free discussion of the questions that 
arise out of these demands. The point was made abundantly clear yeslerday 
and as the attitude of the Government was most unsympathetic the Oppoai^ 
tion had no other alternative but to walk out of ;the Assembly in protest. 
Sir, we are prepared to take part in the discussions, carry on the di^^ssions 
and the proceedings in an atmosphere free from any passion or prejudice 
and we all only want an opportunity of placing our view-point before tb*8 
House. Are the Government prepared to give us that opportunity and are 
they prepared to reconsider their attitude of yesterday? 

The Hofl'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I think that we have 
tried to meet the demand of the Opposition as far as possible. As you are 
well aware, in the discussion in your chamber it was pinted out ’that it 
was possible to have half an hour from question time for two days and 
yesterday I even offered that an additional day might be set apart tor dis- 
cussion on Friday. 

Mra 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS This is nothing new. That is 
L non-official day. Give us any other day. 

The Hon’biS Khwsja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN S As I have already pointed 
out, that i.s not possible. There is no other date that is available and it 
will cause inconvenience to niembers. 1 have pointed out the difficulties 
in the way and if it was possible to do anything, Government would have 
been very glad to meet their wishes, hut 1 do not think, in view of the 
circumstance.s— a.s far as the convenience of the members and past practice 
are concerned — it is possible to do anything further. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Mr, Speaker, Sir, may I in the oirctim- 
htances invite yoin* attention to the items that we propose to take up today 
—all items covering rehabilitation programmes including Famine, Medical 
and Public Health, Agriculture, Irrigation and Industries, six items in 
regard to each of which the Opposition and I suppose some members of the 
Government also feel very strongly about bungling and maladministration, 
corruption and nei)otism freely going on in the Government departments. 
We feel that the discussions thereon should be permitted as long and for 
us reasonable a time as po.ssible and it is entirely within your right to allow 
that. Sir, we would like you to indicate w^hat time you are going to allot 
for each of these six items and what time you are going to allot for each 
motion under every head, to indicate in all what would be the time that 
may li^ available to us and to the Government Ministers for reply. I would 
leave it to you to first give us an indication and then we shall decide whether 
any uwful purjiose would be served by continuing this debate. The thing 
is entirely in your hands. You can, if you like, sit the whole night. 
These are important matters where the maladministration is colossal and 
the Famine Enquiry Committee has demonstrated to the satisfaction not 
merely of one member or two members but has unanimously been satisffed 
of maladministration and bungling in regard to the famine administration. 

In view of tkat I claim that it is entirely in your hands to give us more 
time irrespective of what Government may say. We ask you to rise up 
to the occasion and deal with the matter in all fairness that you are reputed 
to possess. 

Mr. SPEAKERS I can Quite appreciate the ddsire of the Opposition to 
have a prolonged discussion but at tne same time I have got to look to the 
convenience of the members. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Can you give us the time- 

table o! your programme? ^ 
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iir.mAKeRs I am comiiLg to that. If the majori^ of the members 
be unwilling to sit beyond the honrs for which we generafly sit 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR 8ANYAL: Why not earlierP 

Mr. SPEAKERS You do not realise the difficulty. It is not in my 
power. 

Mr. iASANKA SEKHAR SANYALs Therefore, you can compel them 
to sit longer hours. 

Dri NALINAKSHA SANYALs It is in your power to sit longer hours. 

Mr. SPEAKERS It is in my power. But the whole trouble is that the 
maiority of the members say that they are not going to sit for longer hours 
— tney are not willing to sit for longer hours. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYALs Are we to understand that you 
are able only to accommodate the majority and not the minority? 

Mr. SYED BADRUpDOdAs Sir, it doe^ not suit their convenience to 
sit longer hours, but if it suits our convenience to discuss certain proposals 
which vitally affect the interests of the province, it is in your discretion to 
extend the time and if they are unreasonable and obstinate, it does not 
follow that the Opposition should be deprived of their right to discuss 
certain proposals of far-reaching importance to the whole province. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL; Sir, are you to be told in the 
year 1945 that if accommodation is needed, it is only for the Opposition in 
connection with budget grants? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. Have the whole of Friday for dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Friday is not a Government day. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I want to make the point clear. It is 
not for the nuqiose of prolonged discussion that we want an opportunity 
more than what is given to us in order to discuss these Questions in greater 
detail. So far as the Ministers are concerned, Sir, I shall be frank; 1 have 
an idea that they have the skin of a rhinoceros and no attack will have 
effect on them. Their supporters have got the skin of a crocodile. 
(Laughter.) Then, Sir, what I want to submit is this. If it was possible 
for them to misappropriate Rs. 57 crores, cannot they give us 57 minutes? 
(Cries of “Hear, hear“ from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I like to tell the Opijosition is simply this. If 
they really want to take part, I shall try my best to accommoaate' them. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: That is rather vague. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will you give us your time-table, 
Sir? Let us see if you have got any fairer idea. 

Mr, SPEAKER: It is not a question of fairness. It is a budget dis- 
cussion. Honourable members all know that if we want to discuss a budget 
thotX)ughlv and from all points it cannot possibly be ffnished in less than 
two months* time. (Mr. Sasanka Sekhae Sajttal: That is only an 
argument.) But here certain things have got to be done by a certain time. 
All that I can do is to sit a Iqpger time. That is all that 1 can do. I can- 
not do anything more. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALt You can extend the time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is exactly what I was proposing. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, have you noticed that the 
supplementary estimates amount to five times the ominary budget? \ 
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Mr. SPEAKER: 1 bave told you definiialy that I will try to aeoomiliodate 
you us far as possible. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What is your time-table? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot tie down my own hands. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You cannot compel ns to proceed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If 3'ou cannot rely on my assurance 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: But you say that you are 
helpless. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, we put it to 3'ou definitely and 
categorically whether you are prepared to give us any idea of the closing 
time to-night. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Let us see. 

(Cries of ‘'why, why” from the Opposition benches.) 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We have seen that you have meekly 
Submitted to the Leader of the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. It is a reflection on the Chair and I 
am the last person to tolerate any reflection on the Chair. 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: You are reflecting on yourself. 
You are saying that you are helpless. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Cun you give us an idea as to what 
time-table you will follow? 

Mr. SPEAKER; Dr. Sanyal, will you kindly withdraw that expression? 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is a statement of fact. It was your 
own admission. You said: “If the majority do not like I can’t help ’. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a reflection on the Chair. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL It is a statement of fact. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you prepared to withdraw it? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You yourself have admitted that you 
have to submit to the wishes of the majority. You have yourself said that 
you are helpless. I only repeated your own words. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not that. Meekly submitting is one thing and 
considering a fact is quite a different thing. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: You have generously submitted 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot criticise the Chair in that way. You 
ought ilto know that. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: mat word is unparliamentaiy^P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Whether it is parliamentary or not, it is most 
unfortunate that you are in the habit of casting reflections on the C^ir 
every now and then and sometimes you make reflections and iheu wriggle 
out and Aay “I withdraw”. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am not withdrawing that. Why do 
you put it in my mouth? I say that it is your own admisison. It w a 
statement of fact. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want«%) know whether you are going to withdraw 
Ihat expression. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Which expression? 

Mr. 8P8AKER: That I have meekly submitted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAU Why should I withdraw? 

Mr. 8PEAKER8 Whether you are going to withdraw it or not that is 
the question. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOdA: Sir, he did not mean any reflection on the 
Chair. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will you give me another paraphrase 
of that word? 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That again is insulting the Chair, Dr. Sanyal. It is 
my painful duty to remind the House as to on how many occasions reflec- 
tions have been m&de by Dr. Sanyal on the Chair. In the interests of the 
dignity of the House, i| is necessary that reflections should never be made 
against the Chair. It may be that the Chair is represented by a human 
being who is liable to err and, in all probability, errs very often, but still 
to maintain the dignity of the Chair, to maintain the dignity of every 
member of the House, it is essential that the Chair should be obeyed and 
respected. If I have ever committed any grievous wrong, and I say that 
I have never consciously committed any grievous wrong, I shall ever be 
ready to vacate the Chair for a worthier man. I have felt in my heart of 
hearts that in casting reflections on the* Chair members forget that they are 
casting reflections on themselves and upon the entire people of the province. 

I hope that this will be realised. 

Speaking for myself, my conduct may have been taken as meek sub- 
mission to the Government by Dr. Sanyal. It might have been interpreted 
in that way, but i! that be his opinion I am sure this House will not 
tolerate that such an opinion against the Chair should be expressed 
openly in this House. What I really desire is that members should main- 
tain the dignity of the Chair and in maintaining the dignity if I ever commit 
any wrong I shall be glad if any member approaches me in my Chamber 
and tells me that such and such thing was not to his liking, so that I may 
have an opportunity of correcting myself and understanding the position. 

But if in tdie House, this kind of reflection is made in this way, if becomes 
intolerable for the Chair to remain here, and I for myself make it perfectly 
clear that I would rather resign than allow this sort of reflection on the 
Chair. J won’t tolerate if any longer. If the House desires it I have no 
option. The proper parliamentary course well known to everybody is that 
even where the Sneaker errs except where he errs grievously the dignity 
of the Chair should be maintainea. If the whole House thinks that the 
Speaker has erred grievously then he should vacate in favour of another 
man who likes to stick to his office. That is the real position. 

I would request Dr. Sanyal and Mr. Roy, his leader, to say that if they 
consider this to be a reflection it must be withdrawn. May I ask Mr. Roy 
to let me know his opinion whether he considers this to be a reflection or 
not and if he considers it to be a reflection what course he suggests? 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROYs Mr. Speaker, I am afraid (cries of ^‘He 
is afraid!” from the Coalition Benches). I had no intention to get up. 

If I have got up it is in response to the request by the Speaker, and thal 
interjection was perfectly impertinent. 

Mr. Speaker, I am afraid, the entire Opposi^on is feeling a sense of 
grave grievance, and if I may say so with due respect to your position you 
are not doing anything |o allay that excitement. Yesterday it was certainly 
within your power to extend the time; it did not depend upon the Govern- ^ 
mentj but you were not pleased to do so. Today the Leader of the Opposi- 
tion 18 making that request. After all, what did we want? We wanted ^ 
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to tear from you how long you are prepared to sit. We wanted to know 
the exact time-table so that we could arrange our speeches on the out 
motions accordingly. Haying failed to get that assurance from you, 
what can we do ? So far as the expression is concerned, I am perfectly 
sure Dr. Sanyai did not mean any reflection on the Chair. More than that 
I am not prepared to say. 

: l4. SPEAKER: It has been stated that I am not doing anything to 
allay the grievance of the Opposition. The Opposition has got its grievance 
and the Opposition will always have its grievance. 

Dr. NALiHAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, no. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is a reflection upon the 
Opposition. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I was going to say 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: You cannot make any reflection on the 
Opposition. Even the Speaker must behave properly. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you kindly allow me to finish P 1 was going to 
say something which you do not allow me to. What can I doP Just listen to 
what I am going to say. If today the party in power goes over to the other 
side they will perhaps behave exactly in the same way as you are doing. 
That is what I was going to say. I did not say that you have done any- 
thing wrong but you had not had the patience to hear me. If today the 
party in power crosses over to the other side for any reason and you have 
the power 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then we shall be right and they will 
be wrong. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: They will perhaps clamour and ask for more time. 
There is every reason to believe that, and therefore I do not say that when 
you are asking for more time you are asking for something which is absolutely 
wrong or unreasonable. You asked me yesterday to sit for longer hours. 
I said, tWe had been objection from the other side — the majority — because 
they felt that they would be inconvenienced. Still I said, I would try my 
best to accommodate you as far as practicable. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That is nothing. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You say that is no'thing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Your time-limit is to meet the Govern- 
ment’s desire. 

(At this stage there was loud noise in the House.) 

Mr. 8PEAIC€R; The House stands adjourned for 15 minutes. 

(The House was accordingly adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AMYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I regret that the 
course of events earlier this evening has taken a turn as if the Opposition 
has a grievance against you. Our grievance has all along been against the 
Government, particularly against tne attitude taken up by the Leader of 
the House in regard to the provision of time for a reasonable deba|e. 
Incidentally, you were dragged in as the custodian of 'the House because 
we felt that it was within your competence to extend the time for the night’s 
debate at least. I did not mean any reflection on the Chair when I used 
ithe term ‘'meek submission’’ and I can assure you^ Sir, that nol^y — and 
I claim^-nobody is so anxious to uphold the dignity of the Chair m this 
House as I am, of the Speaker of the Assembly as against the GovefUotment 
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vMdb is trying to reduce the Assembly Department into a GoTemment 
J^partment, Wot once or twice but hundred times, I have drawn your 
attention to the most unfair attitude taken up by the Government regarding 
the Assembly Department and I have begged of you to stand up and |to 
uphold the dugnity of the Assembly and its Department both in regard to 
its functioning as an independent Department of the Legislature and in regard 
to its functioning with officers fi^ from interference by Govempient. 
Unfortunately, Sir, things as we desire have not been so far complied with. 
You know my anxiety to keep you independent of the Government and to 
stand up with you against the Government and 1 do submit that in this 
matter where we have to fight the Government to maintain the dignity of 
this House, the whole Opposition will stand behind you as one man. Sir, 
I want to strengthen your hands and if I had unwittingly used terms which 
you felt aggrieved about, it was only to spur you up to exercise your right 
within your jurisdiction and to ginger you up sufficiently to act independently 
of the Government. We demand that you exercise your right now and give 
us a definite time for each of these six heads which will be taken up tonight, 
so that we may understand whether you in your generosity and within your 
power are prepared io exercise your right in the interests of the Opposition 
and in the interests of a fair and reasonable debate. 

Mr. SPEAKER! Dr. SanyaPs statement that he never intended any 
reflection on the Chair is certainly accepted by me and I am glad to hear 
Ithat he fully appreciates the dignity of the House and the dignity of the 
Chair. With regard to the question of time it is clear that we have lost 
practically one hour. 

Mr. SAEAMKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL; Bengal has lost so many sons 
and daughters. It does not matter if one hour is lost. 

Ur. 8PE AKERS I assure you that I will try my best to extend the time 
tonight and 1 shall, personally speaking, not mind sitting the whole night. 
I shall allow members to speak as long as they like. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL. What we want to know is the time- 
limit for each item. 


Mr. 8PEAKERS You go on speaking. I shall not stop any one. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: In spite of your best intentions 
and anxiety to accommodate the Opposition, we are in the same mud as 
we were before. We want to have a full dress debate and you must make 
the Government understand ithat the Opposition requires such length of 
time and if the Government agrees to that, it not only accommodates the 
Opposition but it also respects the dignity of the Chair which the Govem- 
menS is bound to do. If the Government fails in its duty we shall decide 
what we ought to do and if you cannot help us, we shall help ourselves. 

Mr. 8PEAKER8 It is in my power to sit for longer hours and I am 
prepared to sit for longer hours. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL8 What is the programme? 


Mr. 8PEAKER8 That is a matter for the House. I leave it eptirely 
to you. 


Dr. NALINAKiHA 8ANYAL: May we suggest, Sir, in view of the 
asauranoe givdh By you, thaf we do sit up to 10 p.m. and that the debate 
should, lor each demand, be as^foUows: — 


Famine 

Medical 4 Publio Health 

Agriculture 

Imgation 

Induatriea 


... up to 7 p.m. 

... 7 to 8 p.m. 

... 8 to 9 p.m. 

... 9 to 940 p.m. 
... 940 to 10 p.m. 
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Mina Bl^UMkir MOHAMMED ALI: And Dr. Sanyal’s point of order 
fwan 10 to 12 p.m. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: We must have four hours debate 
whenever we begin. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, let us have no more waste of time I 

.•Chan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Physician, heal thyself! 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as I am concerned, I am prepared to sit up to 
10 p.m. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. We want to make it clear that you had 
yesterday "put two important items to vote which you were not bound to 
in view of the break that had happened. You were required under the rules 
to put them to vote only when the guillotine fell. But you took it into 
your own hands to put certain very major demands to vote yesterday. We 
would like to know, following that position, whether you are going to finish 
the debate on ithe first item, put it to vote and then proceed to the second 
item and so on. We would like to have the position clarified. Unless that 
.is done, it is no use giving u.s vague assurances. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: 1 thought that the Leader of the House 
wanted to say something. We want to know what is his reply to our 
request that the House should sit up to 1(1 p.m. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We are against sitting beyond 
7-30 p.m. We are agreeable to the curtailment of the question time by 
half an hour and we are also agreeable to allot Friday for this discussion. 
But so far as sitting beyond 7-30 p.m. is concerned, we are against it 
because it affects the convenience of the majority of the members, 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: In view of the reply given by the Leader 
of the House, it seems that you are really helpless to makp the Government 
obey you or accept the suggestion made in the House. In the circumstances, 
we are constrained to say that we are not going to take any more part in 
this mock debate. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: They have misappropriated over Us. 50 
crores. Let them enjoy it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We also wish to make it clear that we 
are not going to give any lists of selected out motions at the time of Budget 
discussion. We have given notices of our cut motions. We shall be free 
to take up any motion we like. 1 hope you will not insist on our producing 
to you any lilts of selected cut motions. 

(The Opposition members then walked out.) 

Mr. 8FEAKER: Let us now proceed with the l)U«inenH. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

S«— FMnilw. 

Th. HMFbl. Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, on the recommen- 
dation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that e sum of 
Rg.l,69^00,0(K) be grants for expenditure under the head "54 — ^Famine ' 
during the current year. 

Khtfi BahMilir Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 be^ to 
move that the demand of Re. 1,69,00,000 for expenditure under the bead 
“54— Famine*' during the oturent year be reduce by Rs. to ra^ a 
diecuseion about situation at central work bouses of Anwara and Bankehah 
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police-stations in the district of Chittagong attached to the emergency 
nospitals in Tailardwip and’ Bailchari, respectively, in conformity with 
Oovemment circular which are more oentral. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Es. 1,69,00,000 for expendifure 
tinder the head “54 — ^Famine'' during the current year be reduced by Es. 100 
to raise a discussion about starting of at least one orphanage in every 
police-station in the Chittagong Division which is mostly affected by war. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,69, 00, 000 for expenditure 
under the head “54 — Famine” during the current year be reduced by Rs.lOO 
to raise a discussion about making sufficient grant to Kadam Mobarak, 
Lamabazar and Bailchari (Yatim Khana) orphanages in Chittagong. 

I further beg to move that the demand of Rs. 1,69, 00, 000 for expenditure 
imder the head “54 — Famine” during the current year be reduced by Rs.lOO 
[to raise a discussion about the partiality of Ministers in making unnecessary 
huge grant to Faridpur Yatim Ehana in Dacca Division. 
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^rfNl ^HWfTOl ¥(fC' 4 iC^ 'fl ¥ttisf ¥*t 5 iM^CTC*!! lit 

^ ¥tw utility 111 ntfihR citro j H cfU t<|hr citflti ¥Hcq¥ 

WUCl¥¥n CTH OT ^5fltU5 !f^ ¥¥ ¥f^ m HI ¥!¥! ¥f5WWl 

¥tftvi tti¥4!fH ft 111 •Ilf btff I^PtCVS I frf itra Ittftf Ht CStl VRfI 

*ntn I m ^ wmwn it^; cwtci c^titpinr fifWi mi m *111 fii¥t«r 

Hl;jl*llt«!f ICf It^ ; (TTfTTO bflf fit ClflW'S Wf Itt I ¥tfl lf®l 

btlf If n Cl ¥tfl 41¥ftf2r9 Fm ¥Tfl It^t «CTf Wtl¥ GWir¥ 11% Cl ¥flfC¥ 

f¥fl?1 lTO%tOTf¥11 I lf%TO f%fl *tftCll 11 1 ¥rfl 1511 ^tC¥ ill ¥Hfl'5Cl'«lt«r 
¥tnfi c¥i ? n c^ cn n C¥i r f%fi im ¥fi 1 % ? ^nn oicic¥ ci FffIt ficici 1 
¥i¥i ill it^ i^i'cic^ Fci I5C1 ci^ ¥i5*ti mi HTW ▼Ito itnri I ¥r*mt 
“nyn” ii t ff l f ¥¥ ¥l^fi^ iHi i^n irtti <iit¥tiitmiltf ilt's 

itsfki^ ciOT^tfn lit iftf^ fif^F^ i¥»i wmti I 

Mr. SPEAKER : l*i iw^ itml ¥tlfi ¥tniti ¥t*titi ifitu n ; itcFftfnicitu 

¥flll ¥ll iflCll I 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED GHOWDHURY ; imr ! ¥titi wtn ¥ltf, 

will ¥tlltr¥l 1¥I ¥f^ ¥11 ifin lff¥. m S’ltll ¥C¥ 1TC¥ ¥tlfC¥ i!¥T ¥^111 ¥ll IWl 

ifin ¥titc ¥<3 < 2 rmi ific^ n I ^ ¥riin:¥l sprf ¥finn ¥ii ilii i S*ftii ¥15 ^ 
ciuHiHRi iriii ¥ti;5 if^ 11, C 1 C 11 ciT¥ ¥tii 5 ^m 11, f¥iS*iTii c¥tii ilc^iiii? ifir 
S*ifcii n—'Scii 11 cFTcii *m, mtrsf n 1 

Mr. SPEAKER : ¥llc^ ¥li 4ltti ¥tti C¥1T 

Khan Bahadur HaJi BADI AHMED OHOWDHURY : ^iitci tr^5i:¥i ¥li 1 %^ 
^ ¥ c¥Ti Iwfici n ? ¥ti¥» ^ ^spspf (flirt ^f%¥ I crt witY Jit n fin 

ifiC 5 

Mr. SPEAKER : iTi^, ¥tlfi Jjir^, iic¥i:l ¥31 1 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED OHOWDHURY : «(tfi 'nil ’ cir¥ Ji¥t 

¥ffC5ft¥ill ‘'Jl¥Tm^llt¥l’C^m'3l%^CllTtlfC^WlftlOniCnCFitl^ 

S^ltn n-¥(f^^lT¥rC¥f¥^¥ffl¥ (flClli¥¥lflt%lll f%(l Jl¥ flt¥ cm 1TT1¥ 

ClF-tf¥ tfl^ lt¥ Jllt¥, ClWtW, JlTtn, <3 tftCll ¥^ 1 ^JSflC¥ l[fl flTCl Ijfllflt ¥ff 11 

^ fi iit % ii. cFili ¥ti ini¥ itn it¥T rtrs ci¥tf ^ into mrfc¥fnj ¥5 

¥ lrt t fii i i I i¥ t aif ircji i¥ rtiT5 ¥iti, (%¥ « finnn inn ¥fihitfic*n i 

mti <31; wmlti m cifin iffu r ci ci cmi fw tfuti 'q nrr i¥fi imn 4ii nti 
fiFti tffeii itn itrji iTfinr irfni n n i cnriii iiw ci«ii 4ii nffwltiii 
¥8 '0 (bfffll iTiCll ¥51 ¥tin It If til Iflft itcm^ ltt|l tftltl¥ idlf I HWt* Cl Itt 
cit ¥dij itn n ¥ffii i t if'g f ci ici ^jfiii m crt itj wiicn m'l irwiti citlT 
ici I Cl mr wiirif 4 ¥ifar ¥#it iftitn m m imm isrtin ¥f t m'ti 
¥ >i¥6n¥ ^ii¥tft m tiffHmnt¥ ^rfaii ipm ifrti fmmm m fifi-inni tfiii 
¥1 1” nfi lit ic 5 tiir¥ rt m intnlti mr irti ¥fTO ¥iciti ¥fl jjii ¥Mi ¥fl iftn ow 
iwc¥ yum mn n mi ¥ft|fi i * «rt ic¥ m ito nt i nm crci ¥CT¥ itci 
ndinti mn ¥§itm. c¥ti c¥fr c¥gi tpi i r i trrt ¥^imti mn ¥flitm i ciwir ¥t# 
;d'tiTc¥ ¥nn itt^ imn fic^ f¥ii^(TOcif%filfitincycwmiTi%{t»S.D. 0. 
¥11 ¥iT ¥ ' ib r l tf Iff! im ¥ n t c¥ itwi n i iftm nm fy ciitci mitmi ¥tci mn 
m ¥n irm cf ami ¥*11^' mi ftn ci m order nm mw bi tfRptrftB ti ift , 
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ftwfl I CfCHfl *lf5|W OTTO fWtTO'S IffCt 

H i Htff ▼fir ’’lit ▼IMI ▼tOT ▼frtu iltOT I ▼tl ^ifir ^ *lfOT «4’W^ 

•iibordinate officer»af fapft TOtw CKl ^lUl ?ta nfm ^itwn TO i 

me HOffl’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, it is verv 
unfortunate that the Opposition afters an hour and a quarter’s debate has left 
the House and has not given us an opportunity of explaining to them what 
ithe Government have actually done to meet the exigencies of famine. I 
would submit that they have not only done their best with the resources 
which were available to them, but they have done probably much more than 
that. They have got some aid from the Centre and they hope to get much 
more aid from the Centre hereafter. Sir, the demand for Rs.1,69,00,000 — 
I may explain to the House — was absolutely necessary for carrying on the 
rehabilitation relief works. As has been already stated at page 27 of the 
Supplementary Estimate, the extra amount of Rs. 74, 00, 000 was necessary 
for running the Famine Relief Hospitals for six months more. In the 
original Budget other items have already been explained, and I think I need 
not repeat those explanations. 

Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chaudhuri has made some observations 
on matters which have practically nothing to do with this Department. 
Government are already running work houses and distributing cloth, milk 
and medicines and other things to the distressed people. As regards 
arrangements for the supply of cloth to the general public that is a matter 
which concerns another Department. So I do not think that matter deserves 
any reply from me. 

With these few words I oppose all the amendments and I hope my 
proposal will be carried. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Ha;ji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 1,09, 00, 000 for expenditure under the head ‘*54— ^-Famine” 
duriufj: the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about 
situation of oential workhouses of Anw^ara and Bankshali police-stations 
in the district of Chittagong, attached to the emergency hospitals in 
Tailardwip and Bailchari, respectively, in conformity with Government 
circular which are more central, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haii Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 1,69, 00, 000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about 
starting of at least one orphanage in every police-station in the Chittagong 
Division which is mostly affected by war, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 1^69, 00, 000 for expenditure under the head “54 — ^Famine” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about 
making sufficient grant to Kadam Mobarak, Lamabazar and Bailchari 
(Tatim Khana) orphanage in Chittagong, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 1,69, 00,000 for expenditure under the head “54— ^-Famine” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about 
the parGtJiiy of Ministers in making unnecessary huge grant to Faridpur 
Yatim Khana in Dacca Division, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that a sum of 
Rs. 1,69, 00, 000 be granted for expenditure under the head “54 — ^Famine” 
durlng-the current year, was the^ut and’agr|ed to. 

38-IMiOil. I 

TN Haii'lila Khan tahadiir Maulvi MLALUODIN AHMAO: Sir, on 
the recommendation of His ExoeDency. the Governor, I beg to move that 
a «um of ^,24,86^000 be granted for expenditure under the head “3S— 
Mediofld** auring the. current year. 
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Kiwi lahMlur Haji RADI AHMED OHOWOHURYi Sir, I beg to moTo 
IlMtt the demand of Rs. 24 , 86,000 for expenditure under the head “ 38 -~- 
Jledicar’ dmng the ouirent year be reduced by Rs.lOO to raise a diaouesion 
about sufficient Government grant and supply of sufficient medicine to union 
hoard dispensaries. 

ewii ct ^ cut motion atra c^rti ufft formally move 
avfl I tprca 'atft Public Health Departmental ill icilucf *<lll 

an lero ill I 

f%fi «fli^ fi» 5 i^ ^uti ittn cim len cifcii atoi wif^ len iffHu 

iti% lit H 5 I 11 i^n fi^tmr wit ci niii awnp \5t1t1 wit ^itrw ii rwi fMif 1 
fwi itNiturti wwcw *ffiin:i quinine fiwii ci n itl, ^ ctfi n war 
well 1 !^ I n fwf quinine wn 'liini ititilw: Union Board e Ciwle Offioerwi 

im in new I fwi tinofm '^i*n wfinr grow tffntlt ci 'In enro nn 
n w\ citi n, iHiti il\ mtn wfes nfim 1 Control m quinine e liiaai 
cwn cwti citwtn iti 1 Civil Surgeon^i wliwi 4 W^ list groi w Ifitl >fwfi 
itrwi fww <itiiw citwtn ifini tfrnrlt in In fwirs ifi, wn wtm refuae wn n — 
iwi n Cl control m cwTi In ci^ 1 ^ wfn iTcn In ^stew ww tiwti ifn wire n 1 
Cl wim * i fff 6 i fif 5 ilc^, m itnmm wn itijmi cwtw m, fSitwi 
stoi fiw^ wtf^, m wfic^cwi HI cit wH wtfi Hi itnn wmtJjIti wtm imm 
wtrtTi €tff I imv w^nti wfimrfi tmr iiw^ wiim wwi i inirw Union 

Board^i itn tpi^sTw ^iiitll In *itn ^5tin mn wwi ojit to to ci nw 
dispensaryrs quinine itt, ciHci itfnti imi WTR 1 

tficw wTfi wn -iiwCt fiini wfrofi 1 wnw mn ^rsi dispensary clt»n 
i^r’3;n '3 ^ Union Boardiii 1TH ilcTO I nw dispensaryew WWl 

Hi, cin 0 wlnltm ersm iw«t tfti tff^ itn ^ f%TOi wn fetwi in itii itrw 1 wnn 
pinjti cwHi wTfi fro cifntfi, entn ci nw dispensary n TOtiltn wtn, entn Civil 
iSurgeon, ®iwn, H^, cin e wlstfipjcm cwin fnti imi wtrw fww ciHn In Hiti cwfi 
I 

(At this stage there was red light.) 

wtfi winfi wfi wtiTcw wtTs m even ciTw 1 

Mr. SPEAKER: wnnp, wT^ 1^11 

Khan Bahadur HajI BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : im int^ wtroMi 

i mm ii^Jtns fro fw| iro cto, ititiHs: m iicwi ^n m cil i fwi iahti 
R ftn T wTfi wTii wfi f%fi wtiti witefi ^ wn Tum 1 

wT^ finn wtm ci Bt^fti cwwti ci nw f5i etwtnm citn mn nt nw etwti- 
hhi cwti In nil 

Mr. SPEAKER : wNfi, wwfi lam h i wmfi Chaim address wn W51 1 
Khan Bahadur HaJI BAD! AHMED CHOWDHURY : wrfi wHifi itiwcw «)rw 

s r T i t f ii Cl wwm wwcw ci nw dispensary clPn inn, cmn new quinine wit 
wiTtiT ln*tuj *ffeii 111, <11 wii wwli imt wwi 1 wY fiini m iff fwf 3 i h cTO itrwi 
OT wtfi wf^iti wti Cl aeroplanew to entn Rn cfci wTin Cl ciHtl 
ewH In wtn ‘ eiwwmfi In ciY wn wm wtn, Hwti Hwti fctwi whpti, to, 
cm, wdbiUm wit hi ittwn 1 wti wwiw wwwti wH 1 bYiyn cwwti it cwfw wwiiwci 
nil itnt ; * 1 ^ wimwfifi wtwtwm in jection cf iti cwti irrow Ht j 

twifi H il t i lit Itiintw wjnti wftcwft ititcw tf^ YSAn ciltdi dtspenearywAm 
•jn ’ifiin:! wYifYi. wwtwm Yjnrwi^ e tottit ln*n new wfiti imi wwi 1 
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The motion of Ehan Bahadur Ha^ Badi Ahmed Chowdhnry that the 
demand of Ba.24,86,000 for expenditure under the head “3o— Medical^' 
dnrinjgr the current year be reduced by Bs. 100, to raise a discussion about 
sufKoient Government grant and supply of sufficient medicine to union 
board dispensaries, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad that 
a sum of Es.24, 86,000 be granted lor expenditure under the head “38 — 
Medicar' during the current year, was then put and agreed to. 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After adjournment.) 

40— Agriculture. 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move 
that a sum of Rs.91,47,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “40— 
Agriculture” during the current year. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 91, 47,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — 
Agriculture” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a 
discussion about making scientific examination of elements of soils to 
remedy pestilence of betel leaves, bamboos, and chilly seedlings. 

I beg also to move that the demand of R8.91,47,000 for expenditure 
under the head “40~;-Agrioulture” during the current year be reduced by 
Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about agricultural income-tax which has not 
been earmarked for the agricultural improvement. 

^ 'S iOb' cut motion 

move 

I (Noise and interruption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Don’t interrupt, please. 

Khan Bahadur HaJi BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY ; ^ 

¥1^5 I 

^Ti wii. ^ upf ^ 

f5T 'Q 'itfircscf ^ i i ^cf 

f%f5T ^ ^ITtwsr ^5tvc»f ^if^pttvcvjr wtf c«frv cvc^ f^R i 

RTW ^ '■PTfTV I (Again noise and 

interruption ) OR *Awt\ c’ftwif’r ¥?rnpT cwjt r <4^ 

TO TOff ^ f RTft vsrrs 5ft CT 5ir?ffCT? ifftfcwi mm 

^sWfi ^ Wf«f ▼firs I ^00 Itnv ft? ttwi ft? toc? 

80 ttm I m cf TO? ft? flp TOi Rtw to ft? vcir^ 6 tt¥i i cf ft? 

fit? ^ TOi ?r? «s??TO ft? icic? n'ts tt?n i TOt? ▼?! ?lf ?i ??, tot? ▼t??t?i 

ft?Cl TO Cf?C^ •ItCl? I ?4?t? TOftl l^ijtt?? StttCff flw ?1 TO ?t? m\ 

TO? ?r?cti TOtf ?ti8iw?rc«i igw ▼?!. 4 ??f m WTO ?t?t??ff 

TOl ft^t ?TO ?t TO TO TOl ^ ffliTO fTO fV TO ? ifttll 4t C? iprft? TOt? 

ft? ▼tttICTO'W ftfiRf ^WirTO"5?C«tf ?▼ CTO Wit filTO !JX?fW?l 4?? TOfl 
1W1 ▼?! TO ▼dfT » TOt ?fWf Control to ??t, f?, TO, 4j8 TO TO ?T??ft ▼▼? i 

▼CTO TO* ?TO8t?l TO I ftF? ▼?? 8c?f TO?, tc?f W? C? fTO TOC 8TO 

TO { Contarbl ?m ?tro 8? TOfi ?ti TOre ?mi TOI'ctcTO ▼?! CftBi 
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«rtw ¥t^, wf^, ^ twift ^ fir% control wrtutai 

wvsTproon^^ ^ iRmi Cl cfm frofiR oontnil wr ^ mn 
^ iwc»f c^ *ffn ^ wr i cpr ration oard4f ^o»m itlCfClt f¥i- 

rtfftwi !j1^ ^imi ¥fi *fWtOT oitrfu ^stcti ^ Wh vfiNft wm 

tH, <f ^WTO control TO ^ W 8 TOTI TO cwtV l 

«j|^ *rlc# Btt ^ TOtff I^toI Cl ^tftcif *ftl ^ TOfl 

acre *fto5 wft TOCf i CTt wf?efTO Wtff toiTi to, ^ tfti ^ ? to TO <fln 
TOTO TO TO'S ^ ¥ (fc^|w I wf?0fir SettlemenM reooni TO 

TOg I Forest Department tor R (RTO 55 TO TOf TO I fro ^ fTO *ffff TO 
TO ▼TOI ^‘f'crofri CB? l5*fTO TO, ^5tTO 9|^*f'’cTO^ TO ^fi TO I Forest 
Department to TOR R wft? TO CTO ^ ’TiR TO ? nf f5f TON sit 
scg t HTO ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Forest 

Department^ijs ^ TORit TO TOi TO I mm income TO CTO TO TO cHt l TOV- 
'ofii ^TO ^ TO TO I sRlti sit sRfSTO ^ *> 1 ^ s i c ss cf to, *st 

SSSJ srfs SfC^ TO 'Q TOTRT BtCSS 55TOt^ SS TO TOT! ▼TO I 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: Sir, 1 do not wi^h to make a Hpeech to a thin 
house but I would like some information from the Hon’ble Minister on two 
points. The supplementary estimates show that there Ifus been an increase 
in the expenditure on the jute regulation scheme of approximately'- Rs.2G 
lakhs. The total cost of the jute regulation .scheme is now shown to be 
lls.Gl lakhs. Now, Sir, it seems clear that the work of the jute regulation 
itself cannot have cost anything like lls.dl lakhs and other ijtems must 
have been wrongly included under this head. It would be remembered 
that the House in 1941 passed the raw jute tax which was intended to cover 
the cost of jute refrulatioii and of other Government jute schemes. The 
cost of jute regulation wavS then estimated by the Finance Minister as 
between Ks. 32-33 lakhs and even taking into account the payment of 
dearness allowances to the staff 1 don’t see bow the cost can possibly have 
increased to Rs.bl lakhs. It cannot seriously be suggested that the work 
of issuing and checking licenses of the jute growers has cost anything like 
this sum. It would therefore appear that a number of other items such 
as for example the collection of crop statistics have been included under 
this head. 1 would like to know from the Hon’hle Minister what exactly 
the work of jute regulation has cost and what are the other items intduded 
under this head. I would also like to be assured that in future only jute 
regulation will be included under this head and the other items will be 
shown under separate heads. The present system of accounting gives us 
an entirely wrong impression. 

I would like to bear from the Hon’ble Minister in charge why the demand 
for fisheries has again been included under the head “Industries” although 
last year the attention of Government was drawn to this mistake. Will 
ithe Hon’ble Minister please explain the position? 

The Hoii’bte Kluui Bihadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN HOtAIHs 

I should give a reply first to Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhu^. 
He had two cut motions, of which one was practically moved and the other 
not moved. He talked about the agricultural income-tax bnt said nothing 
about problem of betel leave, etc. I may tell him for his information that 
so long Bengal had no mycologist or entomologist to look after the Mstilenc^ 
and diselises of crops and^ants. Now we have got the very l^st Myoologist 
in the whole of India. We have got Dr. Padwick, Principal of the 
Agricultural Institute, and under mm we have got one tTained man. We 
are also going to have some more men trained in mycology and entomolgy 
and HierSore, pestilence and diseases of plants and crops will now be 
properly looked after. 
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As remrds the agricnltiiral inoome-tax, I may tell the honourable 
^ metaber that it is npt the policy of the Finance Department to earmark any 
imriicnlar tax for any pi^cular purpose. As a matter pf fact we know that 
we are spending 6n agricultural department, much more than what we get 
from the tax on agricultural development. It is not, therefore, necessary 
to earmark the taL From this tax, we can at best get only Es. 50 to 
Itn. 60 lakhs whereas our agricultural budget shows an increase from Bs. 50 
to Rs. 60 lakhs to more than two crores. Even in the supplementary 
estimates, the demand is for Bs. 91 lakhs and odd. So, the question of 
earmarking does not arise. 

As regards Mr. Walker’s query as to why the cost of jute regulation 
has increased so much, this is chiefly due to the entertainment of staff — 
jute regulation staff — ^for Western Bengal. Hitherto there was no jute 
staff for West Bengal^ because jute cultivation is very little there. But 
for the purpose of looking after famine and distress we nad to employ a big 
staff, of which half the cost was debited to the jute regulation and half to 
famine. That is why the cost has increased so greatly. I may say at the 
same time that this huge staff which used to Im only entertained for the 
purpose of jute regulation work are now being fully employed because they 
have been harnessed to development department and they have to work 
for collection of agricultural statistics. For agricultural statistics we had 
to employ only two village recorders, in each union, union recorders, but for 
supervising the wdVk of collection of agricultural statistics, that is for 
checking and other things, we employed the entire jute regulation staff. 
But for the jute regulation staff, it would have been impossible to get the 
statistics of crops. In Western Bengal, there was no supervising staff 
available for crop statistics. That also justifies the entertainment of staff 
in Western Bengal which was chiefly responsible for the increase in the 
expenditure under the head jute regulation. 

The other point raised by Mr. Walker was about fisheries. I think that 
the Finance Department has been doing it always including it as part of 
Industries and so it did take note of last year’s comment and not made it 
a separate head, under the Agricultural Department. 1 think next year it 
will be done by the Finance Department. 

With these words, I commend that the demand made under the head 
Agriculture be granted by the House. 

The motion of Khun Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Ks.91,47,(HK) for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” 
dining the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about 
making scientific examination of elements of soils to remedy the pestilence 
of betel leaves, bamboos and chilly seedlings, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of R8.91,47,000 for expenditure under the head “4t^Agriculture” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about 
agricultural income-tax which has not been earmarked for the agricultural 
improvement, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muaszamuddin Hosain 
that a sum of Bs. 91 ,47,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “40 — 
Agriculture” during the current year was then put and agreed to. 

39— Publio HMittu 

The Hofflila Khan tahitfiir JiaulYi 4ALALUDDIN AHMAD: On the 

recommendation of His ExoeHenoy the Oovemor, I beg to move that a sum 
of R«.l,16,07,000 be granted for expenditure under 9ie head “39 — Public 
Health”, during Khe current year. 

I want to speak now because the time was very short in replying to the 
motion moved by £han Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmad Chowdhury m connection 
with the demand under the head “Medical”. 



1946.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


SOS 


Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot speak on that now. 

TIm Hon’bto Khan Bahadur Mauivi aALALUDDIN AHMADt Only one 
sentence, Sir. In support of my motion I can tell the members of the House 
that the supply of finance and medicine to rural union board dispensaries 
has been arranged in such a way that no complaint has come from the 
district of Chittagong from which the honourable member comes. ^ He will 
have occasion to speak again when the ordinary demand comes up before 
the House. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad 
that a sum of Rs. 1,16, 07,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“39 — Public Health” during the current year was then put and agreed to. 

Irrigation— 1fi--Other Rovenift Expenditure finanoed from ordinary revenuei. 

The Hon’ble Mr^ BARADA PR08ANNA PAINS Sir, on the recommen- 
dation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 10,52,600 be granted for expenditure under the head “18 — Other Revenue 
Expenditure financed from ordinary Revenues” during the current year. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 10,52,600 for expenditure under the head “18— 
Other Revenue Expenditure financed from ordinary Revenues” during the 
current year be reduced by Rs.lOO to raise a discussion about re-excavation 
of .‘lilted “Khan Bahadur Fanri Canal”, Anwara, and Kuroirohora Canal, 
Bankshali, in Chittagong without delay as the present silted up condition 
of the above is causing disadvantages to communication, agriculture and 
sanitation of the locality. 

I al.so beg to move that the demand of Rs. 10, 62, 600 for expenditure 
under the head “18 — Other Revenue Expenditure financed from ordinary 
Revenues” during the current year be reduced by Rs.lOO to raise a discussion 
about establishment of sluice gate system to obtruot brine water and utilise 
the pure hill water to overflood a vast area with a view to grow more food 
by additional harvest of paddy and rabi crop in the area of the following 
rivers and streamlets in Chittagong, vtz., Karnafull^y, Halda, Sangu, Dalu 
Tankavati, Matamohuri, Bagkhali rivers and Bailcharichhora, Kalipur- 
chhora, Sadhupurchholra, Silkopchhora, Naporachhora streamlets. 

WJRjftv vcvm, wWw Srfcv42 44 Ijttl motion l vrttl oitoi move 

Wlff I ^ Irrigation v#t vcvmrv, wmi CV Irrigation Bepartmentoif 

w5fT cv 5»Tw ^ vnr vtrscf mrrs ^ cwn 8*fwff fkcwcy ^ i nwrwinfk 
•irc’R Irrigation Departments^! c*nfr»r cntun w® map 4!? cvwn C*i4i 

c! !r;»n oTci! !4!f! ® !fTi 3io ferwi vnr wfi vtnscf 4?? vfVt 

iWVfl >0 fcfWI WC! CTWI I kin CffkrSCf! I ^!fii 

C¥! 41®! !® support 4!Cf! W 4f1t iTlfX SJI I 

^?jTrf! tjT! tfcwry *fnFtr^ w® c»rf!i wc*rftcf Acicf i 

Irrigation Department ^ wfC! !* !7! 4tf 4tcw! i 4®ffs 4k TO 41C4I ffTV 

iff wa fVf ^T41 !J! TO! TOl VkC! !» C4fm b4TO !1 1 4kTO WTO TO TO !f! 

VkW! bWf! TOCf, k!l wfic® Wfftcw !f CWtTWf WPJ TOTCT! TOT! Vkt! I 

ItCV! ^?ft! 4TOf! Wf%m5! Wtrf ^ WftW! Tl'tffW, TO!!, WViJt. WTOfIt 

TO4ffw !kt! 4!^ Tfi!*pm!!, ^fl^TOTf!, TO! TO CTO! WCWWTO fkW 

fiftTOI TOTy CTO fkSl TO CTO 4t! CTOl WCTO TO TOfl CVTOflkl W CTOl TO 
meet WiCf CTOC! !ff 4Tki sluice gate VTOf TOTi W!i !! TO! vtcw Wtf ftin T <TOl 
TO TO !! I Wfft Vfriltl Wfl TOTfTO Wyit! T fffC Tf® C!! tTO TO TOW TO! < 
!fci TO krftn iTO C!TO !» TO « !f^ XtC® ^HflC! 4!t Wfkl TOl <TO 

!lCTO!b*tTO!kC!l kTOTOITOTOTO<TOF!4lkTO!WlTO TO TO! 4Yt'« 
fim Tlfcwc f! !1 1 wtft fTOifft'wMTopposiricm membenw fT|fTOk#n cTO Wi 
TO Mto ^ ^ TOW TO Wl! fiH ftWTOy i If 
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liPRifi ¥tr»r fi(>r cf ‘‘fff ts c»fti:¥i i c^ ^wri 

*f¥ ’Wnpr JifcRCTf ^ 

w*Tn5 ^ w oppo«ition •r^r ▼cw 5 Pt ^ ’■rt i 

Rtfi RfRff ▼ift cmsn wii ^ !fCRi sn *tfn ji?; w^i 
^ *11111 <5OTi inn Irrigation Department circ¥ »nR sluice gate«af 
ftRfff wv\ I orft ^1 m wvm ^ i c¥R a i^rwtir. om^ h 5tifTi 
Ki c¥filt'o 50 5Twf? <4^ TtR ¥c?, ’Tg^’Tci^ CO ’r¥ fepn, ^ 4 ’([^ irnj 

¥TC15 *tfnR, Rtt^ Rf*Wl^lfC^ tffepi® *tt1^ C^ »PTO OfC^ TO3: 

*nr winm *ftwn imR i ^ (?rrtir 'q •¥im? ire? i 

Rtf tffCf Rt*WrR wfffft? I f^ftrf Coxbazar fcff F>?fTiff 'iifF^ subdivision* 
Cfftcf train fttftf cvff *W fft, 'iifRTar steamervij <»tcf ftT5tft\5 ff i 

rt2jtf Coxbazar.!!! ftfftcf ^ ftrf fm RtTf, ffcR cftc^ 

RfffI fMft^ -fftos ff I <4^ fflRf RCfV frtf^ttl ®t^ ftrv 4f* VSRR^J ft 

Rf(fffl rtfl ftCR I ftfff “M: ftPff ft, ^ ffitf fe 4^ fTR Wttft ftf 4f^ 

15tf1f TO RfftfTf f <2t ffR RTO f^ffft^ RlfOS *ttCf fl I Rfff ^ TOtfTO R^Cftf 

Rfft nff 4^ ft*T Vt^tftf fTfn TOT I 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of 118.10,52,000 for expenditure under the head “IS— Other Revenue 
Expenditure financed from ordinary Revenues’’ during the current year be 
reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about re-excavation of silted 
I^Khan Bahadur Fanri Canal”, Anwara and Kumirchora Canal, Bankshali, 
in Chittagong, without delay as the present silted up condition of the 
above is causing disadvantages to communication, agriculture and sanita- 
tion of the locality, was then put and lost. 

The motion (d Khan Bahadur Hnji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs.l0,o2,000 for expenditure under the bead “ItS — Other Revenue 
Eimenditure financed from ordinary Revenues” during the current year be 
reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about establishment ot sluice 
gate system to obstruct brine water and utilise the pure hill water to 
overflood a vast area with a view to grow more food by additional harvest 
of paddy and rahi crop in the area of (he following rivers and streamlets 
in Chittagonff, viz., Karnafully, Halda, Sangu, Dalu, Tankavati, 
Matamohuri, Bagkholi rivers and Bailcharichhora, Kalipurchhora, Sadhu- 
purcholra, Silkopchhora, Naporachhora streamlets, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain that a sum of 
Rs. 10,52,600 be granted for expenditure under the head “18— Other Revenue 
Expenditure flnanoed from ordinary Revenues” during the current year was 
then put and agreed to. 

43— IndusIHeg— liMiliitriRi. 

Tht liM’llIf Mffl Khwtjg SHAHABUDDINs Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 

Rs.40,84,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “48 — Industries — 
Industries” during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

4B— liKlustriM— CiliolitiNL 

Tllg Hoo’illa Mr* PREMHARI BARM As Sir, on the reeommenda^ 
tion of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 

Rs. 1,40, 000 be granted for exfienditure under the head “43 — ^Industries — 
Cinohona” during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Atyoummnt 




PiMeedtiifs of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assemUedt mMler 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Thb Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
8th March, 1945, at 4 p.m. 


Prassfit: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syeb Nafshee Au) in the Chair, U 
Hon’ble Ministers and 151 members. 

Otoituiry. 

Mft SPEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, it is mv melancholy duty to 
refer to the sad death of Rai Bahadur Kirit Bhusan lias, a sitting member 
of this House. 

The Rai Bahadur represented Murshidabad Scheduled Caste Constituency. 
‘He was (Chairman, Jangipur Local Board; President, Dafarpur Union 
Board ; member, Murshidabad District Board ; and Honorary Magistrate, 
Jangipur Independent Bench. 

He was loved and re.specU*d by all who came in contact with him for hi# 
pleasant and unassuming manners. 

I feel that it is the desire of the House to send a message of condolenoo 
to the bereaved family. I hope members will signify their assent by rising 
in their seats. 

(Members rose in their seats.) 

Thunk you, ladies and gentlemen. Secretary will take ntn'essary action. 

Acqoummtnt. 

The House was then adjourned at 4-3 p.m. till 4 p.m. on Friday, the 9th 
March, 1946, at the Assembly House, Oalcutta. 



[9th Mabch, 


fioeeeding$ of the Bengal LegUlalive Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Aetf 1935. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 9th 
March, 1945, at 4 p.m. 


Present: 


Mr. ^eaker (the Hon'ble Mr. Syed Nausheb Au) in the Chair, 12 
Eon’ble Ministers and 1(>8 members. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to vfhich oral answer vras given) 

UnifCMTO for the nurses of F.R.E. Hoipitalp Tangail. 

M56. Mr. CHARU 9HANDRA ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
eharge of the Public Health Department aware of the fact that while the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Amoultuie Department went to Tangail 
recently, the nurses of th^e destitute hospital were compelled to make tneir 
nurses’ uniform at their own cost on pain of penalty? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government propose to bear the cost of 
making those uniforms and pay the amount to the poor nurses back? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, is the Hou’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of — 

(t) making an enquiry into the matter; and 
(fi) stating the result thereof? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
•ahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): Oi) No. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(r) An enquiry is Iwing made. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state h<iw, when he says “No” to (a), an enquiry is being held in reply 
to (e)? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: An enquiry is being held for 
further details. We got a report from the Civil Surgeon that there was 
mo such complaint nor such things had occurred but still we think ithere 
must have been something, if not in the nature of a complaint, of that sort 
and so we have called for further details from the Civil Surgeon. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Do I understand that there is a prima 
fmeie case? 

Khttl Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No there is nothing like that. 
We have been assured that there was no compulsion from the authorities to 
the nurses uniformed. ^ 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: From the answer just given, are we 
to understand that the nurses made their uniforms Of their own adoord ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHifADt There was no eomimision. 

Mr. CHARU QHANDRA ROYt Who made the 





wr 

Khsii Slhib HAMIDUDDIN AHItADs We have already asked far 
a further detailed report why such a complaint has been made about the 
uniform? 

Hr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY* From the answer just now given that 
the Civil Surgeon informed Government that there was no such case, how 
can the Civil Surgeon get this information and from which source? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD* The Civil Surgeon got the 
report that there was no compulsion on the part of the authorities on the 
nurses to make the uniforms at their own cost but still Government thinks 
that there was something which prompted the nurses to make the uniforms^ 
So we have asked the Civil Surgeon to go there and make a further enquiry. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
when a copy of this question was sent to Tangail for an answer the notio# 
to the nurses which was on the notice board was tom to pieces? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government is not aware of 

that. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to make this a point of enquiry? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government will consider it. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was taid on the taJble) 

Madical treatment of Babu Bastimall Limarwath, a saoinrity pritoner. 

52. Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware — 

(i) that Babu Bastimall Lunarwath is detained now in the Midnapore 
Central Jail as a security prisoner; 

(it) that he had been suffering from Bronchial Asthma when he was 
arrested on the 16th September, 1942. 

(Hi) that his ailment increased during his imprisonment; 

(tv) that he was under medical treatment practically for the entire period 
of his imprisonment; 

(v) that he has been bed^riddeu in the Jail Hospital for months together 
and has been suffering from Bronchial Asthma, Diarrhosa, regular 
rise in temperature every evening and Jaundice; and 

(vt) that his weight was 84 lbs, when he was arrested and now his weight 
is 70 lbs., and he is every day losing weight? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon'ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of — 

(t) making arrangements for his better treatment; or 

(u) releasing him for treatment by his guardians? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that he has applied intimat- 
ing his present political views and informed the Government tnat he believes 
in and supports the Anti-Fascist people’s war? 

(d) If *ihe reply to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to think the desirability of releasing him in accordance with the 
policy adopted hy the Government to the Communist Party? 

MINIBTER iii 5bMe tff Dm HOME OEFARTMCNT (Dm HmPMb 
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{U) to (vi) and (6) He waa sulferiiig from chronic Bronchitis since his 
for which he was transferred from Midnapore Central Jail to the 
Medical College Hospitals where proper treatment was accorded to him by the 
M)eciali8tB. After discharge he was retransferred to the Midnapore Central 
Jail and his weight there has increased by 3 lbs. 

(d) No. 

Mr. OHARU 6HAN0RA ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
|o s!tate what is the present weight of Babu Bastimall LunarwathP 

Ktian Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: His weight on admission was 80 lbs. 
and his present weight is 78 lbs. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Will the HoiCble Minister be pleased 
to state as to whether when he was sent from the Presidency Jail to the 
Midnapore Jail he was not in a proper condition to be transferred and his 
weight in Midnapore Jail is at present 62 lbs.? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That information is not correct. 
His present weight is 78 lbs. and his weight on admission was 80 lbs. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what are the reason or reasons for keeping u man in detention for 
security purposes who was anti-Fascist in his views!' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: His detention is considered neces- 
sary on security grounds. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who was tlie specialist who examined the security prisoner P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask fm notice. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: What is the report of this specialist? 

Khan Bahac^r MOHAMMED ALI: The prisonei' w'as suffering from 
chronic Broach it is. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral anawera were ghrei^ 

Raltase of aaourity and Btata prisonara. 

M67. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA GANCULI: (a) Will the Han dle 

Minister in charge rd the Home Department be pleased to state— 

(t) the number of persons detained as security prisoners imder rule 26 
of the Defence of India Rules in various jails up to date; 

(tt) the number of security prisoners released since 24th April, 1943; 
(tit) the number of persona arrested and detained as security prisoners 
since 24th April, 1943; 

(iv) the number of persons detained as State prisoners under Regulation 
III of 1818 since 24th April, 1943; 

(v) the number — 

(1) of security prisoffers under rule 26 of the Defenoe of India 
Rules, ana 

(2) State prisoners under Regulation III of 1818, 
detained in various jails iboat jdutee years; 

(et) the present number of wom^ security prisoners; mad 



QUESTIOirS. 


19 < 6 .] 


m 


(wi) the present nuintor and names of the memben erf the Bengal Legi,. 

loti^e Assoxnbly detained in jail as—' 

(1) security prisoners, and 

(2) Stale prisoners? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of releasinir the 
security prisoners and State prisoners P 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor P 

Kha^ahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja fir 

Of'***? None of the prisoners are now detained under rule 

26 of the Defence of India Rules which has long been superseded by 
Ordinance III of 1944. The present number of detainees is as below — 

(1) Political — 1,317 (including women). 

(2) priminal — 2,276. 

(it) 556 (this does not include criminal security prisoners released). 

(m) 259. 

(iv) 16. 

(1) 236. 

(2) Nil. 

(in) 19. 

(ru) (1) Rahu Jnanendra Chandra Majuindar, Ruhu Satya Priya Banerjea, 
Babu Khagendra Nath Das Gupta, Balm Nikunja Behari Malty and 
Dr. Suresh Chandra Banerjee. 

(2) Babu Pratul ('handra Ganguli, Babu Sibnath Banerjee and Babu 
Niharondu Dutta M;izumdur. 

(h) and ;c) The cases of all security prisoners are under constant review 
and no prisoaci is detained longer than necessary’. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (o )(?’/?') will 
the Hfm’ble Minister be plea.sed to state whether the Government have 
received a largely signed representation from members of this House reipjest- 
ing that their colleagues in detention may be allowed to attend meetings 
of this House and exercise their rights as representatives of the pimple P 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMEO ALI: Y es, Sir, a representation bus been 
received. 


Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to 
state what action Government have taken or propose to take on the |)«titionP 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: This petition was received only a 
few days back and the matter is being considered. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
consider the desirability of discussing this matter with the leaders of the 
Opposition groups as to whether the (ioverninent should release those people 
forthwith ? 

Khan Bahadur MDHAMMED ALI: No usi^ful purpose would be served 
by this procedure. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA RDY: From the answer just now given are 
we to understand that Government is determined not to bring them to ibis 
House ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already said that t^ peti* 
tion was received only the other day, and it was receiving the (Thief Minister*# 
attention. 
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Mft ATUL CHANDRA SEN* Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to 
insider the desirability of giving an assurance that these gentlemen will 
W allowed to attend the meetings of this House during this session under 
necessary precautions that Government may think desirable? 

Khali Bahafluf MOHAMMED ALIS The matter is receiving the Chief 
Minister 8 personal and sympathetic attention. Nothing can be said at this 
«<fige until the Chief Minister examines the position. 

Mf« NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs Will the honourable member be 
pleased to state what is his own opinion about this? 

Mft SPEAKER* He cannot give any opinion. I cannot allow it. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what are his objections to bring them here under necessary precau- 
tionary measures? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: T have nothing further to add. I 
have made the position quite clear. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to tell the House when Babu Pratul Chandra Ganguli was arrested 
under Regulation III? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 ask for notice. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Is not Government aware that he 
was arrested in the year 1940? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tes. Sir, probably. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Then, Sir, why is the answer given 
in the statement “Nil” regarding those detained for more than three years? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Some of the prisoners were first 
arrested as security prisoners and later on became State prisoners. There- 
fore, the reply “Nil” means that no State prisoner has been under detention 
as such for a period of three years. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us the present condition of health of Babu Khagendra Nath 
Das Gupta who has been suffering from time to time? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice, 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state why the name of Sj. Sarat Chandra Bose does not occur in the list? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Because he is not detained by the 
Government of Bengal. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will Government consider the desirability 
of taking up his case also with the Government of India if the Government 
have any power to do so? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already stated many times 
on the floor of the House that the responsibility for the arrest and detention 
of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose is Government of India’s and therefore the 
Government of Bengal has no responsibility in this matter. 

Mr. ATUL OHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government is rfirare that there is a ven^ large volume of 
public opinion in the country trhich demands that Sj. Sarat Chandra Bose 
and his colleagues in this House should either be forthwith released or be 
allowed to take part in the proceeding^ of this House? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI 8 It is a matter of opinion what the 
honourable member means by “a large volume of public opinion”. 
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Mf. NISHITHA NATH KUNDUi Wm the Hon'hle Minister be 
to state if the Bengal Government or for the matter of that the 
non Die nome Minister is debarred from writing to the Central Gbvern- 
ment in regard to Sree Sarat Chandra Bose in this connection ? 

Kknn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI* We answer questions about matters 
in which we are primarily responsible. 

• SEMs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 

state whether Sj. Sarat Chandra Bose was arrested and detained without 
the knowledge and consent of the (Tovernment of Bengal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Mr. Saral Chandra Bose was 
arrested when the member sitting opposite was a pari and parcel of the 
Government. 

CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Sj. Sarat Chandra Bose is being kept in detention without 
the consent of this Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have stated that the GovernmenH 
of India is resfionsible for the arrest and detention of Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose and therefore the question of consent of this Government does not 
arise. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH OATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when Maulana Maiiiruzzaman Islamubadi was arrested by 
the Government of India? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice as' 1 have not got 
the date and I may again tell the House that the responsibility for the arrest 
and detention of Maulana Maniruzzaman Islamabadi is Government of 
India’s. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Eon'ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us whether Maulana Maniruzzaman Islamabadi w'as arrested 
with the consent or without the consent of this Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 have already explained to the 
House that the question of consent of this Governineiit does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Does the Hon’hle Minister think it 
desirable also to communicate with the Central Government in regard to 
the release or bringing of Maulana Maniruzzaman Islamabadi to this House 
for taking part in the deliberations of this House? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have stated that the Government 
of Bengal is not responsible for the detention of Maulana Maniruzzaman 
Islamabad!. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the iloirble Minister be pleased 
to state if the Ministers were not sure of their position, how was it possible 
for them to announce the policy that they would adopt in regard to the 
political security prisoners just on the eve of the formation of their 
Ministry? 

Mr. SPEAKER: How does that question arise? 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: They are not answering the ques* 
tion whether they are debarred from writing to the Central Government. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another matter. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: They have avoided the reply because 
the position is very delicate. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You oanH ask that question. 
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Mr. NIIHITHA NATN KUMOUS It is by way of making submission 
relating to the relevancy of the question. 

Mr. SPEAKER. I understand that and everybody understands that. 
You can discuss it during the budget discussion. 

Mr. ATUL OHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the arrest and detention of Sj. Sarat Chandra Bose had any- 
thing to do with the formation of this Government? ^ 

KhAR Sahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have stated once before that when 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose was arrested, the members sitting opposite were 
part and parcel of the then Government. 

Mr. CHARU OHANDRA ROY: Just now the honourable member has 
told the House that the Hou’ble Chief Minister i.s considering about these 
prisoners being brought to this House on the representation of the members. 
Will the honourable member please tell the House when this consideration 
will be finished? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a matter of opinion. I 
cannot state when the consideration will be finished, but the matter is 
receiving the Chief Minister's attention. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Can we expect that this considera- 
tion will be finished during the session and before the session ends? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 am sorry I cannot prophesy. 

RNatta af Babu Sailendra Nath Dutta, a aeourity prisofiar, on madkaal 

grounds. 

M58. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: {a) Will the Hun'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department l)e pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(t) that Babu Sailendra Nath Datta, Miduapore, is detained in the 
Mi(lnu|>ore Centi'al .lail as a security prisoner since bis arrest 
on the Ibth April, 1942”; 

(ii) that he bt^fore his arrest was on three months’ mwlical leave for his 
treatment in Calcutta ; 

(iii) that he could not avail himself of the medical treatment because 

ot bis sudden arrest; 

(iv) that he fell seriou.sly ill in the mouth of March, 1943, and was 

Hduiittwl in the Jail Hospital and stayed there for months; 

(v) that while in the hospital he had stomach trouble, nausea, spasms 

and pain in the left lung and pleura ; 

(m) that he is still under medical treatment though living in the ward; 

ivii) that the Superintendent of the Jail held that X’ray examination 
was necessary for [iroper diagnosis of his disease; 

(tun) that this examination could not take place as the instrument in the 
Kharagpur Hospital was out of order; 

(Mr) that he has lost 37 lbs. in weight; 

(if) that now he cannot walk with the help of stick even ; 

(m) that he applied for release on medical grounds on the June, 
1943, followed by sevesal reminders on the 24th July, 2()th Sei>- 
tember, 3rd November, and 20th December, 1943; 

(mi) that his left leg is almost poralysed; 

fjrttt) that he suBers from slow fever every day and vomiting tradenoy 
and pain in the left lung and pleura, colitis and vomiting at 
intervals; 
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(0iv) th^t on examiimtion two patehos wera found wlioii k# waa under 
restrictiim before his arrest; and 

(#tT) that the father of the said prisoner has applied to the (loyemment 
for the release of his son ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is iu the aihnuative, is the Hou’ble Minister 
considering' the desirability of arranging for the pro^>er diagnosis of the 
disease of the said prisoner? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate to release him for treatment by 
his guardians? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that the Superintendent 
of the Midnapore Central Jail has recommended his release? 

(e) If the reply to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action he has taken or proposes to take in the 
matter P 

(/) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that the said prisoner has 
apphe<l to the Government stating that he is u communist and supporter of 
the Anti-Fascist Peoples’ War? 

(ff) If the reply to (/) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of releasing the said prisoner? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the said pri- 
soner was communicated hy the Government memorandum No. 148470 .J., 
dated Calcuttta, the 31st December, 1943, that his petition for lelease had 
been under review ? 

(i) If so, will the Hon hie Minister 1)© }deased to state the result thereof? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwala Sir 
Nazintuddin): I refer the honourable member to my reply to an almost 
identical question asked by him (agenda No. b of the unstarred list, dated 
the Itith Fehniarv, lb4b), which was delivered on the ‘JOth February, 1945. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer given to the 
unstarred question referred to here that he was having evening rise of 
temperature and complained of pain in the chest, will the Hon 'hie Minister 
please state why the recommendation of the former Superif»(endent for his 
X’ray examination was not carried out? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Because after suhseuuent examina- 
Kon tbe present Superintendent differed with the opinion of the previous 
Superintendent and he was of the opinion that the prisoner was suffering 
from chronic Colitis and indigestion. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the former Superintendent recommended for his X’ray examina- 
[tion and when his successor Superintendent turned down that recommenda- 
tion? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I cannot give the dates. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of tbe difference between 
the two Superintendents, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
why this case was not referred! to a third medical man with experience and 
special knowledge? 

Khan Dahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Becfiuse the previous Superinten- 
dent did not arrive at any deBnite cimclusion. He wanted an X’ray 
examination merely for investigation purpose because the diagnosis was not 
complete. The other Superintendent bad a thorough examination and 
came to a definite conclusion that the prisoner’s symptoms were gastro- 
intestinal and not pulmonary. 
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Mr. NltHITHA NATH KUNOU: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be 
leased to state whether he is even now having a rise of temperature in the 
elwningf 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : 1 ask for notice, but the information 
at my disposal is that he has improved and at present he can walk without 
the help of a stick. Previously he had to take the help of a stick, but now 
he can dispense with it. 

Mr. NItHITHA NATH KUNOU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state of these two Superintendents who was the senior? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ask for notice. 

Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he has not become lame of one leg by illness? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 do not know, but the information 
before me is that he can walk about without the help of a stick. 

Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when the information that he can walk without the help of a stick 
reached his Department? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sometime last year. 

Mr. ISWAR CHANDRA MAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the prisoners coming out recently can give sufficient proof that he has 
become lame of one leg by illness? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. 1 am afraid I am unable to answer 
that question, because the information at my disposal is a few months old. 
If the honourable member wants up-to-date information, I would ask for 
notice. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was his weight on admission and what is his present 
weight ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: His weight on admission was 
114 lbs. and his present weight is 110 lbs, 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the answer just now' given 
will the Hon’hle Minister reconsider his case and in order to have definite 
diagnosis direct the Superintendent to get him examined on X’rayP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI. Sir, 1 have just also found from 
the report that the security prisoner is not suffering from any fever. So 
the question of his suffering from pulmonary tuberculosi.s now does not 
arise. His symptoms indicate that the complaint is located in the intestine. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Even if the complaint is located in 
the intestine, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to direct the Superinten- 
dent to get him examined and X’rayed for intestinal diagnosis? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: For intestinal diagnosis X’ray is 
only needed when there is any apprehension of any ulceration, but not for 
tubercular infection. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the fact that in the ques- 
tion referred to in his answer the question (h) has not been answered, will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to answer the question (A)? It did not 
ooour in the agenda No. 5, dated the 16th February, 1945. 

Khan Baliad|ir MOHAMMED ALI 8 I ask for notice. 
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Mr. NItHiTHA NATH KUNOU: Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have understood your point and everybody has 
understood it. You cannot discuss a question. 

Mr* NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I am not diacussingf, but are we 
debarred from making even a submission to the Speaker? 

. Mr. SPEAKER: It is question time and you cannot make any sub- 
mission. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU: Simply because it is question time 
I cannot make any submission ! 

Mr. SPEAKER: You can always submit that he has not given any 
answer to your question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU* Sir, he has referred to a question, 
and in that question, question (A) does not occur. Now he asks for notice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is that not discussion? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU: (Wtainly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you cannot discuss it. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU: 1 am not discussing the question 
itself. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you kindly understand me? Will you resume 
your seat? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNOU: 1 shall try to understand you. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The position is simple. During auestiou time you 
can only put supplementary questions in order to elicit further information 
arising out of the information given. Here it appears that debberately 
something has not been answered 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMEO ALI: No, Sir, it is not deliberately. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you please sit down? That is his case. If that 
is so, you can draw the attention of the member answering the question 
saying that “your attention is drawn to it; will you kindly reply to that?”. 
But you go on discussing this has not been done, that has not been done, 
etc. That is not the proper way. When he asks for notice, that itself 
means that he is not answering the question. You may treat it in any 
way you like, but you cannot discuss tbat. You can deaf with that during 
Budget discussion.’ 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: What 1 wanted to do is this: not 
only I wanted to bring it to the notice of government but also to the notice 
of the Speaker, so that a remedy may be found. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have told you times without number that I cannot 
force the Government to answer questions in a particular way. The remedy 
lies in your hands. 1 can certainly say that this question has not been 
answered. That is all that I can say. 1 cannot say anything more. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If you say that much, we shall be 
satisfied. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: You can say rrfnaa to preside uldess 
Government give proper replies**. 
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Khm ■alMUlur MOH AMMEO ALi : Sit, it was not that we deliberately 
li^oided it. We did not intend to avoid. Questions (h) and (i) were over- 
looked. I ean answer those questions now. So far as question (^) is con- 
cerned, the answer is “yes” and regarding (/) the answer is “the petition 
has been rejected”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is all nght. Next. 

Ramtrk of Dr. N. Sanyal. 

(Question No. *159 was then called and Khan Sahib Hainiduddin Ahmed 
rose to read the printed answer.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: irticvtfmrr 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: Sir, may I draw your attention to 
the remark “ again made by Dr. SanyalP An objection was taken 
previously .to this remark. 

Mr. ABDULLA-AL-MAHMOOD: I do not think it is objectionable, 
because hie relationship is so very close that he cannot forget it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I cannot allow either the expression 
used by Dr. Sanyal or the retort given by Mr. Abdulla-al Mahmood. Both 
:bese should be expunged from the proceedings. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Why SirP Under what authontyP 
Ihe Speaker is not Hitler. He has got to act according to rules. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is the least that I can do. Otherwise I would 
lave asked you to withdraw. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Why SirP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Did’ nt you say “ "P 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You must withdraw that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: To whom does it apply? 

lyir. SPEAKER: The name of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
lalaluddin Ahmad was called and you said ” ”. It is not a question 

>f laughing. It is a disgrace to the House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: If the Minister wants to be disgraced, 
cannot help it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask you to withdraw it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: W^hat shall I withdraw, SirP I have 
ot used any unparliamentary expression. Tou are unnecessarily getting 
ervous. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask you, Dr. Sanyal, to leave the House. 

Dr. DALINAKSHA SANYAL. I will not. You have not got the 
Dwer to ask me to leave the House. 

Mr« SPEAKER: I have asked you to withdraw. Will you not obey 
y order P 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, 1 beg of yon not to get excited. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have asked yon to withdraw. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA IBN: Sir, may I request you to enlighten the 
[ouse what iii the objeetion in the tenn *^Maaiu^’f 



QrESTIONS, 


117 


Ilf. SPEAKER; Let me see wkat is there in the rnles^ (Pause.) In 
my opinion the conduct of Dr. Sauyal has been grossly disordeny and I ask 
him to withdraw from the House immediately. 

Mr. HI8HITHA MATH KUNDU: This is a storm in a tea-cup. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, they were talking amongst them* 
selves. 

Mr. Ki RAN SANK AR ROY: Mr. Speaker, may I make a submission? 
Ihe remark which Dr. Sanyal made was really made among ourselves. I 
think, Sir, unnecessarily too much is being made of this. In case you 
insist on the withdrawal of Dr. Sanyal the only course left open for us will 
be that we shall all withdraw from the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Roy, it is painful to the Speaker to ask an honour- 
able member of this House to withdraw. That is most painful for the 
Speaker to do. You know, on a previous occasion a similar expression wn# 
used and it was withdrawn. This time again this expre.ssion bus been 
used. It is not quite dignified to use such an expression. I hope you 
will agree to that. Even if it had been that it was said in a way which 
was not audible to me or to other members of tlu* House, tliat would have 
been soinetliing else. But it wa.s stuteil so loudly that I heard it and other 
members of the House also beard it. So 1 had‘ to take m>tice of it. But 
I did not even take notice of it until a retort was given from the other side. 
So I had to say thqt both the expressions either from this side or from the 
other side will remain expunged. That was the least I could do. Then 
I was challenged by Dr. Sanyal that I could not expunge anything. I have 
seen the practice in this House that the Speaker has always said in the 
House that such and such expressions would be expunged. Then, again, 
that was challenged. The only other alternative left for me in these 
circumstances was to ask him to withdraw. If he had not challenged this, 
it would have simply remained expunged as if he hjid (h)ne nothing. But 
it was asserted, why should it he expunged y That clearly proves that it 
was meant for the House. Therefore it does not stand that it was not 
meant for the House. So, whatever that may he. if Dr. Sanyal withdraw# 
I will certainly reconsider the case, hut if he still persists, certainly 1 can- 
not he called upon to revise my decision. That is what I wruild request 
Mr. Roy to consider and to consider carefully. 

MTi ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I am sitting close to Dr. Sanyal 
and heard him. What he said he said in a humorous way and he did not 
mean any offence to anybody. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another thing. 

Kfl«ll Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, not only he must withdrair 
but he must apologise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will hear the leader of the Congress Party. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: On a point of privilege, Sir. Have 
we not the right to make any remark amongst ourselves which is aol 
unparliamentary ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Do you mean to say that you can go on calling mem* 
hers It; ' and and all sorts of things? I am the laat person U> 

allow that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: He was not addressing anybody in thn 
House. Still if you insist on that attitude we lAnU all he under w peiia* 
ful compulsion to withdraw i^om the Houie. 



m 


QUESTIONS. 


[9th Mabch, 


llri SPEAKERS loL mv opinion the expression was wronff which ought 
IfOt to have been used in tms House in the way it has been done, but even 
now I will revise my decision if Dr. Sanyal withdraws, otherwise not. 

(Pause.) 

Mr* SPEAKERS Let us go on with the business. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK S Sir, may we know whether 
Dr. Sanyal is a stranger or not? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, he is not a stranger. 

Niimlitr of daothii tfittriot by dittHot, from duly to Dooombor, 1943, from 

various dttoaios. 

*18S. Dfl SANAULLAH: Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to lay on 
the Table a statement showing, district by district, from the Ist of July, 
1943, up to the Olst December, 1943, — 

(а) the total amount spent in each month by the Government of Bengal 

for epidemic control ; and 

(б) the total number of deaths, month by month, due to — 

(i) starvation, 

(u) malaria, 

(Hi) cholera, and 
(iv) other diseases P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) The amount of time and labour 
involved in ascertaining these details is incommensurate with the value of 
Ithe information sought. In any case it is impossible to give accurate 
figures. 

(h) A statement showing deaths from cholera, smallpox, malaria and other 
causes and total deaths in each subdivision, month oy month, in Bengal 
during 1943 is laid on the Library Table. 

Deaths from starvation only were not separately recorded but have been 
included among deaths from other causes. Reference is invited to the 
answer to starred question No. 365. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to the answer that 
deaths from starvation only were not separately recorded, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state wbet^r they will make a column in the form 
for recording deaths from starvation separately P 

Khin Bahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It is impossible for the Govern- 
ment to have these deaths recorded separately because in each and every 
case oertificat-es of medical men will be necessary but a sufficient number 
of people with medical knowledge is not available throughout the province. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
these informations are brought by chowkidars who have no medical 
knowledge at all ^d the case of death is dictated by the chowkidar and 
written by the union board office P 

KbiN Btbib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: In cases like cholera, fever, 
maliria the chowkidar’ s opinion may be accepted but in case of pure and 
simple starvation a chowkidar is* not an authority and his opinion cannot 
be acjoepted and relied on. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Do the Government mean that the 
ehewkidars have no knowledge who is starving in the locality and who is 
not starvuif ? 



QTIESTIOirS. 


«lf 






IQUtfi Sahib HAMIDUODIN AHMAOs No, a ohowlddiur oaaaot certify 
a csaae of stanration. Deaths due to pure aud simple starratioii are very 
rare and in some cases they are attended with some other diseases. 

Mr* CHARU CHANDRA ROY: My question is whether the chovrkidar 
of the locality does not know who is starving within his mah<ill 4 t and who 
is not starving? 

, Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The chowkidar may know that 
a man or woman may be starving hut he cannot certify that death was due 
to starvation only. 

Mfi ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From answer ((/) do I understtind the 
Hon’ble Minister to say that information about disease and mortality is not 
of sufficient value for the House? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: That is not so. 1 request the 
honourable member to read the question — the total amount spent in each 
month by the Government of llengal for epidemic control — month by month. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: With reference to the answers just 
now given about the liead “Starvation,” will the (iovernmeut make some 
’arrangement that there be a head “Death from starvation” in the form? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government do not think that 
a head would be of auv help in getting at accurate figure of starvation death 
because all the deaths due to starvation cannot be recorded. 


Withdrawal of the expression used by Dr. Nalinakeha Sanyal. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: In view of the directions given to me 
by my leader and by my friends I do declare that 1 did not intend the 
expression that you took objection to to be heard by you even if you heard 
and thought fit to take serious note of it. I submit that in the absence of 
the Hon’ble Minister, Mr. Jalaluddin Ahmad, the expression could not 
havt‘ been fixed on him, but since you consider it necessary for me to with- 
draw those words, I do withdraw them, but I w’ould also want to make it 
clear which 1 did submit earlier that so far as the proceedings of this legis- 
lature are concemed they must as far as practicable be true and correct report 
of the proceedings 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a (liffersut mattfr altogether. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: And if expression or expressions have 
got to be expunged they should be by a proper machinery that is devised 
under the rules by a motion for expunction or otherwise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is another mat'ter. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; I withdraw the expression that you 
took exception to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly I do accept the withdrawal and I revise my 
decision hut it w'ould have been more graceful if it had been done 
immediately. 

Crantiiig de trm ee aiiowwioi to g/mm of Surdwan Guru Trihiifig SOhoM# 

MSS. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAdI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department aWare — 

(i) that the aurm of the Burdwan Guru Training School are not granted 
any dearness allowance or any other allowances in these days of 
haniship; and 

(it) that petition was made for granting of dearness allowance for the 
gurwf 
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- WI» it a fact that all the instiiutiong mider Govenunent are getting 
allowance and other priyilegea in these days of scarcity? 

(c) Is the Hon^ble Minister considering the desirability of sanctioning 
dearness allowances for the Burdwan Ghiru Training School P 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that this year a very small number of pupils have been admitted into. 

the training school ; and ^ 

(ii) that the gurus cannot maintain themselves by the scanty stipend 

they get? 

MINISTER in ohai|;e of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr* TtmiziMldin IChanJS (a)(t) Gurus of the Burdwan and other GurtI 
Training Schools are granted a compensatory allowance of Rs.3 per mensem 
each. 

(ri) and (6) Yes. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) (i) No. 

(m) The question of further increasing the rate of the stipend for guru 
pupils is now under consideration. 

Mr« CHARU CHANDRA ROYs Will the Hon'ble Minister please tell 
the House how much each Guru is getting? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Ks.lO including the allow- 
ance. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Do the Government think that Its. 10 
including the allowance of Es.S is sufficient for a Guru to carry on with 
his family and teach in the Guru Training School? 

Tho Hon'blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not consider it sufficient. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: W^ith reference to the answer just now 
given, will the Hon’ble Minister please itell the House whether he will make 
necessary arrangements for ration according to Government rules as other 
officers of Government are getting and an increment of their allowance or 
pay, as the cose may be, to enable them to cari-y on with their families in 
these hard days? 

Tbt Hon'bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: It has already been stated 
in the answer that the question of increasing the allowance is under 
consideration. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: When can we expect the result of this 
consideration ? 

Tim Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I cannot give any exact date, 
but it will be done as soon as possible. 

Woman woilcora In ootl minoa. 

MSI. Mr. NIHARENDU DATTA MAJUMDARs Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Commerce and Labour Department be pleased to 
state— 

(a) on which date the Central Government’s Ordinance lifting the ban 
on the employment of women underground was given enect to in 
the coal mines in Bengal; 

(h) what is the number of women employed underground at present in 
coal mines in Bengal; 

<c) whether pregnant wpmen are prohibited from working underground; 



QUESTIONS. 




£21 


wba^ are the rates of wages paid Jto women working underground; 
{«) wkat are tke con*esponding rates paid to man working underground ; 
if) what are the quotas of rations, if any, supplied to minera-^ 

(i) men, and 

(it) women respectively; 

(ff) whether anv attempt has been made to induce more male workeri 
to work in coal mines by providing for them — 

(i) increased wages, 

(u) suitable grant^s of rations, 

(nt) proper housing, and 

(iv) any other amenities for their families; 


(A) what welfare measures, if any, have lieen taken for the benefit cl 
women miners in practice up till now ; and 

(i) how many hours at a stretch are (t) men, and (ti) women respec- 
tively made to remain underground in coal mines in ^ngaf? 


MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR DEPARTMENT 
(the Hon’ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin): («) On the 24th November, 1948, by 
the Government of India, Department of Labour, notification No. M.5731, 
issued under section 49 of the Indian Mines Act, 1928 (IV of 1928). 

(b) Approximately 9,000. 

(c) Sections 8 and 4 of the Mines Matemitv Benefit Act, 1941 fXIX of 
1941), regulate the employment of women worlcing underground before and 
after delivery. Under those provisions they may obtain leave for a month 
before deliver}^ and are prohibited from being employed during the four 
weeks foUowing delivery. 

(d) and (e) Where females have replaced males underground they are 
entitled to the same wages as men. The wages of women employed under- 
ground vary from annas 12 to annas 15 a day. 

(/) Basic standard ration available on payment of controlled prices — 

Weekly . — 4 seers for each w'orker (male or female), 4 seers for each 
achilt dependant and 2 seers for each child between 2 years and 
12 years. 

The standard ration is composed of rice, wheat or wheat products, grain, 
or maize provided that the maximum amount of rice included in the basic 
ration does not exceed 2 seers per adult both for workers and their 
dependants. There is also a ration of dal J of the ^sio ration at conceesion 
rate of 6 seers per rupee. In addition J seer of rice or other foodgrain is 
provided free jto manual workers for each attendance at the mine. 

(g) Fity per cent, dearness allowance over the pre-war rates of 1939, 
has been given to all workers, whether piece rate or daily rate. 

A bonus is granted to coal miners at the following rates:— 

Annas 2 for each day he attends work, if without dependant. 

Annas 3 for each day he attends work, if with one adult dependant, or 
child or children. 

Annas 5 for each day he attends work, if with one adult dependant oad 
child or children. 

A Coal Mines liabour Welfare Advisonr Board has been formed by Die 
Central Government and a Coal Mines Welfare Commissioner with ad^nat# 
staff has been appointed to look after the general welfare of the coui^ 
labour, including housing, medical and other amenities. Separate batkiiUl 
plapes for men and women and creches are also being oonatmcted. 
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Ibnxtioiifl for the welfare fund are levied from the coal mines owners at the 
1^ of annas four per ton of coal raised under the Goal Mines Welfare Fund 
Ominance. 

(//) Vide reply to ig) above. 

{i) A maximum of nine hours for both men and women in accordance 
with the provisions of the Indian Mines Act. 

Dr. HALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that during recent weeks a great deal of agitation has 
been made by the All-India Women’s Conference and other women’s 
organisations in Calcutta as well as outside against the employment of 
women in the coal mines? 

The Hon’ble Mr. tCliwala 8HAHABUDDiN: I have seen certain 
representations made in this connection, but may I add in this connection 
that as far as we are concerned we are not primarily responsible for the 
mine labourers who are the concern of the Government of India. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
[to state if it is a fart that labour welfare w'orkers belonging to recognised 
trade unions are prveented by the Bengal Government i)orice and other, 
agents of the Bengal Government from poing to the habitation of labour 
workers in the coal mines even to enquire whether the promised bonuses 
and additional amenities in connection with the employment of women 
labour underground have been paid or acted up to? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khmja 8HAHABUDDIN: 1 am not aware of it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
the managers of collieries of some reputed firms including Andrew Yule 
and Turner Morrison have ordered their agents to prevent lalnnir workers 
from entering the colliery areas and from going to tlie habitation of labour 
within their jurisdiction ? 

Tho Hon'blt Mr. Khwa|a 8HAHABUDDIN. 1 have already stated that 
we are not primarily concerned with labour in the coal mine areas and 
therefore I am unable either to cHinfinn or to contradict the honourable 
member. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state what attempt the Bengal Goveriiinent has made to exclude women 
workers from coal mines? 

The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja BHAHABUDDIN: Women workers have been 
employed under the Government of India’s orders. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when ,the last increment was given to these coal mine labourers? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. Khwi^a 8HAHABUDDIN: I am not in a position to 
give the exact date. 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Will t^ Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to when the Bengal Government received representations from the 

coal ioiine workers regaraing their grievances about wages and dearness 

aUoillances ? 

; %fia Hon’blo Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I have already stated 
that we do not deal with this labour. If any representation reached us it 
m|||t^tiave been forwarded to the proper autnorities. 

t ,i»r. AlOUL MOTALf* MALIK: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
ib elate whether the Bengal GkiTernment at all received any representation? 

riM Hm'M. Mr. Khw.|. •HAHAdUOOIN S I ask for notice. 
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Of* ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: In relation to his answer regarding 
welfare work, wiu the Hon ble Minister be pleased to state whether any 
maternity hospital has been started in the coal mine area up till now for 
the women workers.^ 

The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Dr« ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK. Will the Iluirble Minister be pleased 
tor state what are the welfare works started bv tlie welfare funds mentioned 
in his reply for these coal mine workers? 

The Hoil’bia Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN. 1 have given the general 
scheme of welfare work. I am not aware of the iletails. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased 
to state that the Bengal Government police interferes with these coal mine 
workers m joining unions or making agitation for the amelioration of their 
condition? 

The Hon’bie Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: 1 am not aware of that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W^ill the Hon ble Minister he pleased 
to state if there i^s any representative of the Bengal Government on the Coal 
Mines Labour W^clfare Board con.stituted hy tlie Government of India and 
whetlier lie is in a position to giw the names or designations of tlie members 
thereof ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Tlie necessary informa- 
Itioii IS not available, hut it the lumourahle member wants I can supply him 
the infoiTiiation later. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: WHio administers the Coal Mines 
W^elfare Fund from out of which welfare work amongst the coal miners is 
supposeil to be can-ied on ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: Theie must be some 
authority, and that is the Government of India and not the Bengal 
Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the Bengal Government taken any 
stejis to alleviate the conditions or improve the amenities of coal mine 
workers within the Bengal area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN; From time to time we 
draw the attention of the Central Government to (questions that we consider 
necessary for iininediate attention. Beyond that it is not within our juris- 
diction to take any action. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: W^ho is responsihle for the construc- 
tion of separate bathing places as mentioned in the answer? Is it the 
Bengal Government or the Government of India? 

The Hoil’bfe Mr. KIpaJa SHAHABUDDIN: I take it that it must lie 
the Government of India. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. W*hai is the present position of the 

con.structinn ? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I am not in a position id 

lyiswer that. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: AVith reference to answer (c), wfH 
Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state whether during the pre and post [imow 
of recess these women workers are given any allowance or wages? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: They are paid accordifg 
to jthe provisions of the Act. * ^ ^ 
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-4 Mfi DHIREHDRA NATH DATTAs Will the Hon’ble Ministco: please 
till us with reference to answer (e) what are the rates of wages paid to 
women workers underground and the corresponding wages of men workers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I want notice. 

Dr. NALINAKRHA SANYALs Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
colliery owners are now being provided with large amounts of profits and 
are in a position to provide better wages and improved benefits as well as 
rations on the scale stated in the answer? 

Mr. SPEAKER: The latter part is a matter of opinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SAHYALs All right. Sir. The first part may be 
answered. 

The Hoti’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: What is the first part? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
Government have now by the fixation of prices for coal provided vei-y large 
margin of profits for colliery owners? 

The Hoffi’bla Mr. Khiaaja SHAHABUDDIN: As I have stated, it is the' 
Government of India’s concern, and I do not think I should answer this 
question. 

Adjournment Motion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Sir, before you adjourn the House, may 
I enquire of you whether our Deputy Speaker, Mr. Jalaluddin Hashemy, 
gave notice of an adjournment motion with regard to the issue of a threat 
of supersession by the Bengal Government of the Calcutta Corporation if 
the latter body failed to agree to increase the consolidated rate by 2J per 
cent, and to carry out certain other measures suggested by the Bengal 
Government in their entirety by the IGth March, 1945? 

Mf. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Sen, you are not in order in read- 
ing it out as I did not give my consent to it. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After Adjourmncnt.) 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Sir, the Matriculation examination 
begins from the 12th of this month and the employees of the Calcutta 
University Press have gone on strike and the situation is grave. In that 
connection I submitted an adjournment motion to be discussed in the House 
today. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I know that, but in view of the fact that today is the 
last date of the supplementary budget, no adjournment motion can be 
taken up . 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIK: Are we to understand that even if 
there is a grave situation in the country, you are not going tio allow an 
adjournment motion during the voting on demands. On the 12th the 
Matriculation examination uegins all over the province and the urgency is 
The grievances of the Press Avorkers during the last four or five 
due to the ueuotism of a member — I mean, the Leader of the 
Nationalist group of this House’^ho has appointed so many of his relations 
in the liigher posts 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. You cannot discuss that matter now. 
Will you please resume your seat? 

Dr. ABDUL MOTALEB MALIKl Even if there is an urgency, will 
you not allow it? 
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Mr, SPEAKER: I have already said I cannot allow it; please resume 
your seat. 

Dtr, MALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir* YFe have 
just now heard certain remarks regardinj? a certain leader of the Opposition 
parties and we submit that these remarks are absolutely uncalled for and 
at least 

. Mr. SPEAKER: I have not heard it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is very interesting. You cannot 
hear anything from the other side of the House but you can hear whatever 
is said from this side of the House — even aside talks. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Again, that is a reflection on the Chair, and I cannot 
allow it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: May I request you. Sir, to reconsider your 
decision on the adjournment motion of Mr. Syed Talaluddin Hashemyr 

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot do that. 

Extra time for discussion of Supplomontary BudSot Demand. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are you going to proceed with the 
supplementary budget, SirP 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: May we once more appeal to you to 
give us a longer time P T submit to you that it is extremely unfair for the 
Leader of the House and the (government t(» iiave allotted a very limited 
time for debate on the supplementary budget demands. May we request 
you once more whether you are in a position to extend the time and to 
permit us to go on with the discussion for a longer period and a larger 
number of days. It appears that Government could extend the time, and 
due to certain emergency Government did extend the time and could have 
done that by two or three days more. At least they could have sat for 
morning and evening sessions and could have permitted more reasonable 
debate on the supplementary budget. May we know whether you have 
changed your mind or Government have changed Jheir mind in this regard 
at all? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: It is no use embarrassing the 
Speaker on this point. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: The leopard cannot change its spots. 

The Hon’blo Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. >ye should place on 
record the fact that Government offered opportunity, time and days for dis- 
cussing the supplementary demands longer than what was originally decided 
upon . 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: By whom? 

The Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, whenever representations 
were made we came forward with suffgestions for giving the House an 
opportunity to discuss them. It was obvious that the honourable membem 
on the other side had nothing to say and all that they wanted to do was 
to cast insinuations so that the opportunity for a reply from this side would 
not be available. Thev are now leaving the House because they know that 
if th^se were put to vole they would have found that they were in a hopeless 
minority. I «« reason why it was not possible for the honourable 
members over there to have ^ discussion over this maliter today. We were 
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prepared to allot Friday from tlie beginning as an additional day for dis- 
<^sion — cme more day, I say—and we were prepared to allot half an 
hour more every day by reducing the Question hour and that would have 
been much more than what was originally demanded by the Whips. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is all false. That is all an 
absolute lie. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: These terms are unparliamentary. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I think you will not allow the Leader 
of the House to say anything which is not true. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not here to bear witness to any side. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: May we ask the Leader of the House 
whether he agrees with the Speaker to sit till 10 p.m. tonight P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I want to make it absolutely 
clear that Government tried their level best to meet the wishes of the Oppo- 
sition. Government is always eager to meet their wishes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Government prepared to sit till 
10 o’clock tonight P Let it be a proof of their assurances and promises 
and it is clear that Government wants to take advantage of the microphone 
to pass on to the Press that they were very generous. I would like to know 
here and now whether Government are prepared to sit till 10 o’clock tonight. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; Not at all. 

Th 0 Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In view of the attitude taken up by 
Government we again submit to you that no useful purpose would be served 
by carrying on this sham and mockery of a budget debate. Money has been 
spent extravagantly 

The Hon’bla Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: Shut up. 

BabU NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRAVARTY; i 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We will kick you all out (At this 

stage there was an uproar in the House.) 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: It is not a Secretariat building. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Get out. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, he is a turncoat, he is a man of 
loose character and he is talking to others in a strain of nuisance. We are 
not prepared to put up with this kind of thing. We wont you to take a 
note of this. You get upset with little things from this side of the House 
but you have no courtesy to cull the other side to order. You cannot prevent 
a Minister who indulges in expressions of this kind. 

Mri 8PEAKER: I have already asked them to shut their mouths and 
I am doing it even now. They are' now silent but that has come as a 
provocation from this side. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAt: There was no provocation. 

Mr. 8FEAKERS I order only that members should be orderly. Other- 
wise it is impossible for any Speaker to maintain order. If order is to be 
maintained, it has to he maintained by Jhe members themselves. ^ 

Or. NAtINAKtHA 8ANYALS Not merely by the Opposition members. 
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Mfi NI8HITHA NATH KUNDUs Sir, what was the provooation We 
were going out after making a statement — - 

please. When I sav “order", I mean mem- 
bers will kindly behave in an orderly manner. ‘That is what is expected, 
otherwise it is not possible for any Speaker Jo maintain onVr. 

Df«i NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is Mr. Speaker’s attention attracted 
towards the Opposition only? 

Hfi ATUL CHANDRA 8ENs We bow down to your ruling. Sir. But 
may I request you in all humility to ask the Hon’ble Minister to withdraw 
{that expression? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: W^hat expression? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Get out ’ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it was uhs<dutely wrong on the part of any 
member to use that expression. No member has got any right to ask any 
other member to get out of tlie House. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: W’^ill you ask liim to withdraw ■ that 
expression ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Soinelmdy may say "get out", his order has not got 
to be obeyed. It is Mr. Speaker’s order on\v that has got to be obeyed. 

Mr, ATUL CHANDRA SEN: But bus be not insulted the Chair by 
using that expression? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have .said times without number that it is absolutely 
wrong on the part of any member to ask any other member to get out of 
the House. It is absolutely without any authority. But how can there 
be the (iuestion of withdrawal? 1 do not find anything for withdrawal. 
If you say “get out", that is a disorderly conduct, no doubt. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: But be must be punished if it is a dis- 
orderly conduct. Wlien you say that it is disorderly cfmduct, it is up to 
you to take action against him. 

Mr. SPEAKER; It is extremely unfortunate that members should 
behave in the way they are doing. It has been absolutely wrong on the 
part of the members of this side of the House (pointing to the Treasury 
benches) to say "get out". Similarly, vei^^ highly objectionable expres- 
sions have been used by the other side also. If I am to take action when 
the House is in such a melee and disorder, then the only course that I can 
adopt is to adjourn the House. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, 1 humhlv with- 
draw the words and I only wdsh to say in extenuation that there was sufficient 
provocation from the other side. I humbly withdraw in deference to your 
wishes. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Wliile we do not agree that there was 
any provocation, we accept his explanation. 

‘(At this stage the members of the Opposition walked out.) 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

28— General Administration— General Administration. 

Tho Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAtIMUDDIN t Sir, iin the recommen<latioii 
of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs .34,34,000 
be granted for expeiuliture under the bead “2i> — General Administration** 
duruig the current year. 
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Ktim Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURYs Sir, I beg to 
tbj&ve that the demand of E8.^,34,000 for expenditure under the head “26 — 
Otoeral Administration*’ during the current year be reduced by Es. 100 to 
raise a discussion about compacting of officers of a particular community 
in a certain area like Chittagong, sj^cially Sadar B subdivision, which 
strike popular sentiments in this criti^l time. 

1 also beg to move that the demand of Es. 34, 34, 000 for expenditure 
under the head “25 — General Administration” during the current year be 
reduced by Es. 100 to raise a discussion about neglect of Government in 
making extension of Muslim prayer room in the court building, Chittagong. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Es. 34, 34, 000 for expenditure 
under the head “25 — General Administration” during the current year be. 
reduced by Es. 100 to raise a discussion about reduction of unnecessary 
and unreasonable expenditure of the Government. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Es. 34, 34, 000 for expenditure 
under the head “25 — General Administration” during the current year be 
reduced by Es.lOO to raise a discussion about annexation of Union Nos. 1, 
2 and 3 of police-station Patiya to police-station Anwara jurisdiction for 
convenience and facility of the public. 

T also beg to move that the demand of Es. 34, 34, 000 for expenditure 
under the head “25 — General Administration” during the current year be 
reduced by Es. 1,77, 000 to reduce publicity expenditure. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Es. 34,34,000 for expenditure 
under the head* “25 — General Administration” during the current j^eur be 
reduced by E8.57,000 for abolition of the post of Parliamentary Secretaries 
and pay of the members. 

vnrm, ’tcst move i 
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Magiitrate ’Ri fefsra I.C.S. jri Second Additional Dkrtriot MagUtrate 

<*▼ tR LC.S.c^ CMW sSdlt^ I Serviceaj seniority ^ ^fircn cf«l fflr CT to 
■ ftw I.C.S.cT First Additional District Magistrate ^ irtWlfl 4 fist* *rrti 
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?Tf^ ?CP 4?* ^ ^TTO?? TOF fTOT 5R TO? fro I TTH TO TOT?1 4 t??C? Tf??t 
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^ cmm cror ^ ?riw 51 wr 1 mtus 
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(ij artci; 'JUfKll ?rfin:R| 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I am afraid, 1 have not been 
able to follow the honourable member properly, but from w^hat I could 
follow, 1 find that he has referred to the posting of some officers belonging 
to a particular community in a certain station. In this connection, Sir, 
I may state that the Government’s usual procedure in practice is to post 
at any particular station officers belonging to two or three different 
communities, but in these days of emergency Government are very short- 
handed with regard to officers. Therefore, it may sometimes happen that 
in some particular station two or three officers belonging to particular 
communities may be posted there, but every endeavour is made to i)Ovst 
officers of different communities in a particular station. 

So far as item No. Oo is concerned, the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
("ommunictttious Department will reply to that. 

AVith regard to item No. (J1 regarding transfer of certain unions from 
the .iiirisdictiou of police-station Patiya to police-station Anwara, I am 
afrai(i we have not got sufficient time to call for a report from the Di.strict 
Officer. Therefore, I am unable to give any information or answer to the 
suggestion made by the honourable member. 

^ AVith regard to the question of abolition of the posts of Parliamentary 
Secretaries, I think the subject has been discussed on the floor of the 
House before and it is needless for me to say anything further. Eecently 
the salaries of the Parliamentary Secretaries have been increased, but that 
has been done after the House has accepted a Bill for the enhancement of 
the salaries of the members and therefore I think the House will not grudge 
the increment paid to the Parliamentary Secretaries. 

Sir, I oppose all the cut motions moved Khan Bahadur Haji Badi 
Ahmed Chowdhury. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Es. 34,34,000 for expenditure under the head “2o — General 
Ad^aifiis trail on during the curretrt year be reduced by Es. 100 to raise a 
discuasion about compacting of officers of a particular community in a 
certain area like Chittagong specially Sadar B subdivision, whicn strike 
popular sentiments in this critical time, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Bs, 34,34,000 for expenditure under the head ‘*25— General 
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Adttunistration'’ during the current year be reduced by Ba. 100 to raise a 
disenfisiou about neglect of Government in making extension of Muslim 
prayer room in the court building, Chittagong, was then put and loat. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 34,34,000 for expenditure under the head *‘2o— General 
Administration” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a 
discussion about reduction of unnecessary and unreasonable expenditure of 
the Government, was then put and lost. / 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haii Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 34,34,000 for expenditure iin<ler the head ”20 — General 
Administration” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a 
discussion about annexation of Fnion Nos. 1, 2 and 3 of police-s^tion 
Patiya to police-station Anwara jurisdiction for convenience and facility of 
the ppblic, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 34,34,000 for expenditure under the head ”25 — General 
Administration” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 1,77,000 to 
reduce publicity expenditure, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of ICs. 34,34,000 for expenditure under the head ”25 — General 
Administration"’ during ilie current year be reduced by Rs. 57,000 for 
abolition of the posts of Parliamentary Secretaries and pay of the members, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion ot the Hon'hlc Khwaja Sir Naaimuddin that a sum of 
Rs. 34,34,000 be granted for expenditure under tlie head ”25 — General 
Administration" during the current year, wa.s then put and agreed to. 

50— Civil Works. 

The Hon'ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: Sir, on the rccom- 
iiienilaticm of His KxcellViicy the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 23,09,000 be grunted for expenditure under the head ”50 — Civil Works” 
during the current year. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 beg to 
m(»ve tliat the demand of Rs. 23,09,000 for expenditure under the head 
“50 — Civil Works” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise 
a (li.scu8.sion about the construction of shorter Arakan Roa<l vin Kalarpol, 
Peshkarhat, Chandpur, Jaldi, Barabakia to (’haringa in Chittagong to 
facilitate communication to Akyab by a much shorter road. 

Sir I beg also to move that the demand of Rs. 23,09,000 for expenditure 
under the head “50— (3vil Works” during the cun-ent year reduced by 
Rs. lOO to raise a discussion about the net^essity of extension, of court 
building prayer room, necessity of which is felt most keenly. 

I beg further to move that the demand of Rs. 23,09,000 for expendi- 
ture under the head ”50— Civil Works” during the current year be reduced 
bv Rs 100 to raise a discussion about the Dalu and Sharta bridges in the 
district of Chittagong which are indefinitely postponed in spite of essential 
necessity. 

cwt move fflwfifi 

Mr. SPEAKER : v’l ’ffCTfv \ airfT clf wm *rcv, a cif wm \ 

Khan. BaliaSiir Najl BADI AHMED iHOWlIHURY ; rnff! a fIMv 
^ I ^ cSFftvfl vfiNi cw vnrtfi ^ i ywitv 

cTOfHi ^ mrm wi Sim vtici Sw teR— ^ . miv 
jnawnRi siRteWf VtClt 411 ICWfCV 
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^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ cf ♦ff^ ^ ^ (?i fwf^ TOW 

«tin Jto ^ ^ wftn f<!fW ffriTO wwwtt^w iprtw ^rwcww 

nHfn ▼ffin f5TT wf^f, 7^4 to<w 5 TOit^^tw^r j 

djir tprcw wtf^ ^rfSir® Fit— (?rt^ ^!w?i 'oteR ^n, www tfwt^ oppose wfircR— cw^Ri 

c^f?n ’n ciiR wtfir^— 'SWf? wTR wi«pr ffcwe ‘4?; csJzi f^T:5r8 wtf? <7T 
^f%?n ^ I c^f fwf^ 5rFt c^ Ft^pRf fHTOi ^<$nitcvHr ¥t5 ^ wfirc^ 

I Burmitir new rail connection nn nit i winlWR cif® nten w%lt3 

wf^ y r wCT <ntnn nHfiMnenn TO?nr ?iwi ntm wTtfwin ftf^ fsm^ ent mwit % i 
short cut wtew c^ inn wtfwirtn i/s ftwi wfn?n i ent ifwi c^Hen 

ton wm ntto I FttfTenn to ?tr$ to« wfinn— wtwirwn, nrof^, ntnfwTi %! TOtwfn 
cittM new ftinw ?tnteWi wtnren cn wtntwtn cm® ?tm ^ftfw?n Itlwm so mtn nn fnm 
f^nrten ent mwi nte® ww®: ic nitn wlnm nrten i •^it wnro w®w«»fn mro to * mten i 
nil ntn nm news ®titii oppose wfieto^ i fww itwi ® wtnti mn «mti wnr m, 
fij#i nti j t cw nr ntnem i(fnnti wnr i mten ntfto winntii tn oppose wfie® ntem m i cwnti 
iTtn ntfwen wtfn csten wtw^n enmte® ntfiTO cn cn itwti trwtn fnntfw ^ wifwim nrstnirsi 
short cut. n*i ntil^i entntt mem f®ltt cnfct6i cFirnnim ntwtwren m^tf^cnews 

itwi fnnien wn® wfifliftcnn i ^nrapen f%fn ent nn wfnm ^men f^^iro nfle® 
iTtlnifewni enti Ft^jiem new wtien cn Mn f^rffnrsnti (Tfrotnr m 

wfime wn net, fww ntten fw nten r 'itiii cwfn wiw wfinti it® ntt i ^tnen fw cwnn htwi 
fcf^nemt wten ? njfl nenmnncw nfnen nenn — tnte® totto m® nit, tnrrj ww^ nnntrni 
TO I w ^ i ennn ®fnw1wn n*i m wntemn TOwnm nntfw nwenit ^2f ijw wm cn ww^ nRTem 
TO I wtewt nw^i innfn nfem ■n®!^ nnn ntwn sintte^ewn f®fn *nn wfim (flwntn iieni- 
ctfen wfim nfn mwiti m cnem ®tnm wfnfi wncm ciinn i ntfn win win imm nrr?n 
fro tnm ent itwi enf^ ^tn* f^tti m cn cwriifmntoi €few %i t^i wmtm ntenn i tot 
csttiieni wTntem •iiwti w^nr wren, ent wnTt nwtnfw wfie® m i n^rew ^[nn wim ’wmienn 
w^ni I fnw entn TO toti nsm nsn m n®n"enr*ti i TOi nf? to ptenn -on^ 
jit nfiroi c®ew c*r ®Tni nto cnfnn m nem fnfn® no'l'en«t nten entf^ TOiro ntem 
wffn^ tifneni 

int tfnew win's nfrofn n*i nmt^i wim^n mmn fstit ente^ cRmirm mro nm ?n 
fifw men f!fewi '<Tn wlniffnenn i cnftn tifewn tin ntc® ent r»fewi irt go tou tiwi n^n 
^ m I Iww nsm ntnn tin fwjt m mt i fcm ois ito nti'^s fjewn fwjt 

^ ntt 1 tm cwnn ntnfnewn wm nen, TO'cn't w*ii5tDmn >nn^ n^cm wni n i ^ t i i c^^fl new jjt 
Dolu bridge fnein nnwift i tn nl^wlfmn 's wfenutitn <iiwnTai mtntn nn i ent bridgeiin 
iftn cn cwi^ w®n mnen wien ^ m i wMi wfn €Vcnn wiwwwfn mfnn wfwi nime® 
4 l g[w mew ff ®l5ti nmwi wfn enn i 

®tini nwi firw n® mwflti enti Ftgrcnn jjwniai connection, ent %ewn wnr 

TO'en^ wmnr.tlwi stfro fnitefni ent l|w permanent win wm iro ntwn tim n^n 
wm ntmeni wt fgw wtm wmmii cnwienfni to wflenn m, TO'ene^ cwit cwiit trwi 
tTO5 ^mtii fnitein i cwymtl nin win nten %w wen, wro-^fW men to ®iflm m i 
4® n? n^ ntjt ntensew, i^w ^ttm wnr ^ffnem wro nten m i tntn iim n®n'^encHN ^ cnrlt 
ttm tifwT mten, to iten W mmi mo nw tfwi i wiewt wn^nr liwi tfe®!^ nnm wen m 
cwfnm wilt®ien 4t aflw ^ti wfim fnn i ■* 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Ba^ Ahmed Chowdhtirv that the 
demand of Bs. 23,09,000 for exoenditure under ^e head ‘*60— Civfi Works’ ' 
during the ourrnnt year be reduoeAbv Be. 100 to raia# a dieouesion about 
the construction of a shorter Arakan Bo^ wia Kalarpdi, Peshkarhat* 
Chandpur, Jaldi, Barabakia, to Charinga in Chittagong to facilitate com- 
munication to Akyab by a much shorter road, was then pht and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahidur Hajr Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Bs. 23,09,000 for expenditure under the head “50— Cinl Works” 
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duXillg the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about 
th^ necessity of extension of court building prayer room, necessity of which 
is felt most keenly, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 23,09,000 for expenditure under the head **50~€ivil Works” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about 
Dalu and Sharta bridges in the district of Chittagong which are indefinitely 
postponed in spite of essential necessity, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain that a sum of 
Rs. 23,09,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “50'~i^vil 
Works” during the current year was then put and agreed to. 

37— Eduoation— General. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 60,54,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head ”37 — Education — General” during 
the current year. 

Khan Bahadur HaJi BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 60,54,000 for expenditure under the Lead 
”37 — Education — General” during the current year be re<hiced bv Rs. 100 
to raise a discua.sion about suspension of education tax for Chittagong 
Division as it is a war zone area and mostly affected by war. 

I also move that the demand of Its. 60,54,000 for expenditure under 
the head ”37 — Education — General” during the current year be reduced by 
Its. 100 to raise a discussion about inadeauate grant-in-aid to Shonagazi 
Senior Madrasah in Noakhuli district and Shaharbil Senior Madrasah in 
police-station Chakaria, Chittagong. 

^ ^ motioll move i ^ cW*nr fror 

^ I Mni #1 (?l 

^ m vmi i wwi <4^ 

i 

cwJTtir wtxpitr® wrtctpw i witi 

c*Tf<?n fVf ^ I miff Nn *fnr I 

TOTS TO <il¥TO I \Jf5TtW ^¥TO CTSTO €r8tfl « 

Trs TOl TfTBfffT CV WTI TOTl TOTV7 I TOPTl 

TOT TOF CTSTO ®fCVf CTOF 4Tffnf I Ttn 41 Jf!*!! ffStlPl 

Of® tfWI TOfTO CftW fVTfT ; TOtfT 

fivi ^ TOTO wffTO^ I < 4 ^ 4 txPn vflWTOf ^[fsnnr 4 lxPn fi»T ; c*rt to wcw cc\ 
grant c«rwn rt® ; W s 4 t w TO i TOto cTO building 4 T®fihn fnfro TOTO 

Tot® wwi TOto frfro 4 riT»n ftTO otto Tf* TOt®rfli i TOtcfi 

tern Tfinn Cf 4 i « 4 TOj ^f^nnr totwi co, grant rtr * 44 ^ 4 T«r« tot ffiiw 
4tit4t4 500s ttfli C 4 ^ grant TOf,--w 4 f Orfro 4 WfTO« TO oO\ ftwt grant ; TO TO 
cn^ TOTS ftfinnr tot: TOtwi ^ TOrsrf 44; TO fifTO TOffs 

«Hi TOto I C 4 rffe :4 ffawc 4 i 4 fftTO 474TO ttui Afi ctoi 4TO1 ^t 4 Fts #rtfi TOm *fm 
TO I Building fund 4 f W 4 i TO C 4 building grant f%f 

c«reii ftc4 4r^ .Udm C 4 tc^ to 4 ttfTO fift tAh 4 in TOitlfir c®i 4 fi C 4 W 

4tu, f%f grant orsn TO 1 f%i TO cTO TOi TO 1 TO 4 f 4 4I iro c 4 *n th, TOf 
^ TO 41 ¥41 *TO!4FI I Top WfCiM TO 4fTOl ®f^4 TO4 €444 C4 fTOW 
4 I 1 ITO TO ‘COs J|¥1 grftnt 4C^ 44 I TOtl fkTO TOfl TOt^l 4ttTOt 4¥l» 4flf»n WtCf, 

. TO grant TO > 00 s tin i 4 TO TOtoTOTO Wl'tTO C4ni TftOTO? m TO 
i5lC44 CKfC4 C44||cTO t 

4W 4f4rTO (TO TOto to 41^ I 4TO9 CTOWMt 4tTOtI TOCT4 to 
TO l (TOr4T 4Tf^ TO^MCT 444 41TO 44 41 1 
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irfm »rcf« grant ^ (TRf ^ 4 ¥^ c^im toft 5l?|tnr tow art 

tai n 1 «rtft c»r^ tow oppose wUcwh i wtonp wtif^ wft totw 

tfFti 5tw wi, c^sn ^w C5im ^5WTr^ cm ^ftw ’wtw ^ wto jftw i to «ftfw sir 
wtw^n ^ I irfft Fit totw wrt wcwt twF ^ <iiwt toiw *5[wiw^ wm w^ i 

to cwsRT imwr TOW c¥w » tiw ^Ftos ww w»tot«tw tow ^ir i ’itFtTOw ^tftw (m- 
cww ^ wi i to ^ftroi ^tftw escrow tjttwift tow wwr cro to 

to ?w w) I Ftiftw ftSfwPf^wto w^ w® crow c^cwwi to ; I. C. S., c®^ wittojctw 
c^rwwi 'i)W\ ^wwT c^cwi^i Mic^ i f^Fw ®fcww tnw wit I teww w^Itiww cwsn w^teww w®n 
Ttto to wtwi ewt to to wfTO <t ®to c f w i ft^fwft^ ft fw cwwi cwt w^r to to 

WW WT I CWTO¥fW WW TOl WW WW, ^tt^W^fCWW VTWW WTWTl ¥fWTO CTO WWI 5W SCWW WW toS 

wtew I ^ftrwwj ^ ’ttew wi I wwi^ w® ewtr-fw ?w, wflcww cwwi fVgt ww i ^tft 

«r^w ^ cw wt^wi cwcww ww cwwtw tfttwrlt totw to to fwSftft^tttfttto cwt 

wirsTstw wttTO to I wfv? ^ Wl WTWW Ftl]1W C*f«TtW W’4wtW WCWiW WWW 'G i4t W^CW'W WWW 
Tto ^to fV WR WW ^Rfw <^'^1 w I 

The Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I formally oppose the 
motions. As there is no time, 1 would not make any speech. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Bs. 60,54,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — 
General” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion 
about suspension of education tax for Chittagong Division as it is a war 
zone area and mostly aft’ected by war, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Ba];iadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 60,54,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — 
General” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discus- 
sion about inadequate grant-in-aid' to Shonagazi Senior Madrassah in 
Noakhali district and Shaliarbil Senior Madrassah in police-station Chakaria, 
Chittagong, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizutldin Khan that a huid of 
Rs. 60,54,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Education- 
General” during the current year was then put and agreed to. 

29— Police. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rh. 28,21,0(K) be granted for expenditure under rfie iiead “20 — Polir^" 
during the current year. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY; Sir, 1 heg to 
move that the demand of Rs. 28,21,000 for expenditure under the head 
"29 — Police” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100. (To raise a 
discussion about location of thana office at a central place to remove public 
inconvenience and inconvenience of inspecting officers, telegraph communi- 
cation and sanitary point of view of tbona officers and staff of police-station 
Banskhali, Chittagong.) 

wtotw "tow wcwtww, 'WtwTw TO sa cw out motwn^ ^ move wfwft i 

(iNTamUPTION AKD A voic® : TOTOf To w^ to| To Wl I . To WWW CW^, WTWft WPf 

i) wmwt wi wi wwiw cf«wm to® f ^ wrft wift i 

* ntft xri xmfif’n, ctcw 

fcnftcn 'Vut x«i1fi c/BMukhrii ^ ^tn{, exti <«x ■*’» wtwti 

«WfCTC?cxi3NtCTXW#OT*lcxpxxxmJhlw?^.pj‘j^^ S. P. « D. S. P.x report 

Httii xn%}> fttw <a ftxw Xtl, remoTe «rt 

iNW'CT^ xwn ft Si i nix <%f, ntw •iIjw Wi'ep 4 1^ ^nra xfti 

CTt XWi 15r»Sx<t wtx telegraph ^fipr xift, .«? CTXtW CTrt tjftxi xlt t 

CTfe <«»i Xi l wHf M WIWI, x<WCT XW fPX I <1* xtxi x-xt* report wwn en- 
Sfi. cn»w xw'tx^ m cx csw cicx froitfx w ^ *inifi xi i x#xftx yw 
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^ ^ telegraph^l iWl «4¥m yitw^r I ^ 

nft ^ ^ ^ ¥ffii. publio« 4 f ^in f« ^5Wi wsn, IP# irtfm '8 central 

places ¥fin?R I 

Klutti Sahadur MOHANMEO ALi: Sir, T formally oppose this motion. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haii Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rb. 28,21,000 for expenditure under the head ‘*29 — Police'* 
during the current year, be reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’lile Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain that a sum of 
Rs. 28,21,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “29 — Police" during 
the current year was then put and agreed to. 

47~Mi8cellaneou8 DepartmenU. 

The Hon’bie Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a Sum of Rs. 68,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “47 — Miscellaneous Departments** 
during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

8— -Balt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDINs Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Govenior, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 32,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “0— Salt" during the current 
year. • * 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY; Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the demind of ' Rs. 32,000 for ex^nditun» under the head 
“5 — Sulf’i during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100, to raise a 
discussion about the necessity of giving adequate pecuniary help, and 
supplying equipment for the purpose, as for example, iron pan, etc., to 
the i>e()pTe of salt-watered places to manufacture sufficient salt to make 
Bengal self-sufficient in this acute shortage of salt. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 32,000 for expenditure 
under the head “5 — Salt’* during the current year he reduced by Rs. 100 
to raise a discussion about Gundhi-Irwin Fact, (hied fHb March, 1931, 
regarding preparation of salt as a part of cottage industry and the facility 
of individual to procure bare necessaries for home consumption in ex(diauge 
of salt manufactured by himself. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 32,000 for expenditure 
under the head “o—Salt” during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 
to raise a discussion about the change of present system of monopoly 
agency of salt to a single person in one district which is the cause of black- 
marketing and autocracy and to select one agent from each thaua , i.e,, 
police-station and one salt collecting agent from each union, thereby 
helping preparation of more salt and increase of Government duty. 

Sir I also beg to that the demand of Rs. 32, (M® for expenditure 
under the head “l*-Salf*,* during the curre^ yeqr lie reduced by Rs. 20,000 
to reduce the number of -iilt wa|«houws w^h nre at present the cause of 
corrupt practice and Imrassing public and ilm creating panic to the 
people of salt area as the reduction of the number of warehouses to one 
^Iv in each subdivision will helpful to smooth and sufficient manufacture 
of salt relieving GovermijlllLj^jrom the heavy expenditure and increasing 
an income of of larger quantity of salt. 

#lt ^ e 1105 ^ cut motionvfiT 

move «ili 

«s wt >1^ .Kn fnim inlMni >ifl« mn 

¥<fi Wwetoroflndftrtry.S. P. llitm. >!lw, m IvicJtSw 
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ffhl f¥« f <4^ cW’lffSl m India Govem- 
# I #r «44m clc^ ot ?f'em »it*r ncsr, ^ cwn m\* »R«t 4tif 

WCTItq dt^i 

ntftry^ ^5f»!frtr Ht ^ ^rptf mc*ri om ¥ci 

5l?fF ‘ii»jt?nr itftro !jp ♦ffiPirci w to toti wvh i cro 

CHHNtf%, ^?fF 'Sl^T¥ ^^’TOR, •4Rt¥», (R4t^ Rt*FMn Wll W’fT 

c^ TOI warehoufles ▼crop! ^ TO Tt TOCf i (A voIok ; RtTOr 

^fir r) TOF pergonal ¥41 rtr5Cf Ri i cTOw ’(ft? !fwi 

nT^ftf •! tWr® I 

TOR ltd foreign contractor CIC^TO, ^ ^ cTOi ^ monopoly 
itwi d'Siti atititwnr Tf racf i 4Vs cFtititwtm €nr 4f^ 'of^ to 

RtRtfl-f^lffl ¥fRtl TOtm I Rtfl ^'R«tC¥ R^CTtl ^ fettoj <i|TOT 

ltd oontraotor it ftRn, tftwv 4tiF <TOR i#!! contractor «4i; nnionig ^awi 
^fin »ri*l collecting agent itftitf uidi ¥ii ^ \ 

Rtfi Rti'e Rfil Cl, ip area icii ♦fffitl TO ^ TO 4i; TO 

TO Rt^titu ciiTR f^ TOTf cifin TOF* ifitrs TO TOsftv TOitci rtns 

TOT, ifll? IfRl ClClf ^ d ItltTO ♦I*!! ^t¥t TO fTO TOR TOl ITTO WW^ I RtTOn ifl 
tn Too ^ I'l, TO rtFT Rtltl TOT tilTO agreement ww^, CIR TOtlT^t TOfCil iw 
TORI I Rtfl cTO ^Cl l*rO *1111 'tl, ^ l^TO l^l'ti^ TO ito Cl revenue 
cTORi TOti double revenue TOi Rtiti TO CTOi,<fli^ltFi cirli i^d ♦t'tF to TO 
lllltl TOC5 ♦ftficn I 4^ WIT Wtltl lew ‘iiTO agreement wwi 4i; TO WIT earnest money 
IWM itWTl ^ cagh Wtltl TO clew fwi I ill wtfl contract fail wfi TO llei 
wtfi 'ill iwti iTwR ^tw\ it^ wicn n I Cl tvm wtifi ifideii iR wieii i w^'ii wtf^ 
WfCiti wfi wtHti scheme itTOi wwi i iTieii W5 n' to 'iiw^ TO TO llti 
citWtw cici cwiti fw cuti wtfl po TO n i ciO TOite'i to wiei i^edi wi 
111 wici n wR In w^o cwi itn fiTRi t nsl to ilei ^531 isi cic^^ wti 
itfwei I Wtiitii oil fro cwi wf ieTOi n ? 

TO it;n cicii Fjfwew wwtww^i, cMiTlt, stwnJi pcir i cif«R wtfi cici fTOi» wtfi 
TOW ciRfl cwR rRti wfiiR ^5iw wie^ f^i, 'flwwi contractor fiw cash cirw 
fwi irwtw ^iwi wtltl itiei ^ew ifwn fiiteii 1 wtiti itiei iwi p ewsn leiR 1 > wtfi 
wfU wfir wsi'eTO wwfri wiw witr, (iit ittii rr to w^ei ite^ citcw im it iti 
wit «iiw>i irm wTOi I 

Tht Hon’blw Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, I oppose all the 
motions. ^ 

The motion ^Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Ra. 30K)O for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt” during the 
current year be reduced by.Bs. JOO to raise a discussion about the necessity 
of giving adequate pecuniary help, and supplying equipment for the purpose, 
as for example, iron pan, etc,, to the people of salt-watered places to manu- 
facture sufficient salt to make Bengal self-sufficient in this acute shortage 
of sail, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 32,000 for e:^n®iire under the head ”5 — Salt” during the 
current year he reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about Gandlii-Irwin 
Pact, dated 5tb March. 1931, regarding preparation of salt as a part of 
cottage industry’ and the facility of individual to procure bare necessaries 
tor home consumption in exchange o| salt manufactured by himself was 
Ihitt put and lost. • j 
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j.. Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Cfiowdhiuy that the 

demahn of Bs. oz.ljOi) for exmnditure under the bead “5 — Salt” during the 
curreat ywr be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a dianuasiun about the change 
M p^nt sj-Ktem of monopoly agency of salt to a single person in one 
oistr^t wnicn is the cause of black-marketing and autoomcy and to 
select one agent from each “thana", f.*., p(Hice-statioD« and one salt 
collecting agent from each union, thereby helping preparation of more aalt 
and increase of Government duty, was then put and lost. 

The nioUon of Khun Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhnry that the 
demand of Rs. o2,l)n0 for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt** during tha 
current year be reduced by Rs. 20,000, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaia Shahahuddin that a sum of 
Rs. d2,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt** during 
the current year, was then put and agreed to. 


* 7— Land Revtnua. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA I Sir, on the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the .Qovernor, 1 beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 4,84,500 be granted for exjHMidiluw under the bead “7 — Laud Revenue** 
during the current year. 

Khan Bahadur Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 beg to 
move that the demand of R.s. 4,84,500 f«»r expenditure under the head 
“7 — Land Revenue” during the current year be reiluced by Us. 100, to 
raise a discussion about reduction of rent of lands under khasmahal estates 
in Bengal, specially in ( liittagong district, where the rent of some of the 
estates was not reduced at all. 


Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 4,84,500 for expenditure 
under the bead ”7 — Land Revenue” during the current year be reduced 
by Rs. 100, to raise a discussion about the reduction of process-fees for, 
advertisement of revenue sale which is very high at present in Chittagong. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 4,84,500 for expenditure 
under the head ‘‘7 — Land Revenue** during the current year be reducwl 
by Rs, 100, to raise a dmcu.ssion to abolish the present s^ystem of revenue 
sale of the jote mahals whose annual rent is below Rs. 50 in Chittagong. 

Sir, I also beg to move that the demand of Rs. 4,84,500 for expenditure 
under the head ”7 — Lund Revenue” during the current year be reduced 
by Rs, 100, to raise a discussion alwut the introduction of the system of 
serving notice to the debtor by registered post-card in the certificate sale 
of lands in addition to the *'e.st/ihar\ 

Sir, I aW) beg to move that the demand of Rs. 4,84,500 for expenditure 
under the head ‘*7— Land Bevenue” during the current year bo reduced 
by Rs, 100, to raise a di.HCUHsion about the reduction of the number of 
process-servers by re-introducing the system of serving notice to the land- 
lord and oo-sharer per registered post as befon*. 'fhe present system of 
serving the same by process-servers is causing much siiffering t.<) ail parties 
concerned due to its irregular and misdelivery and corrupt practices. 

movesrfirnstf 1 sftH 

wyits srfiTOfl — wftffirifc'W wfs? mfwm r tfspf *fwi 

SFITI wptm SI c if fWf arfi-eiff mw *rr# JUti #fTii 4^ Afi me* 

^ wsm ▼nref ftwi sr^pr wm\ 

c art tf w t ws i m i wm 

cs f U f^ ^itnp I wtpR «15ii ftww i 

ntm « oj^nr ¥c«r Bhftci ^ wnt fkm ftci 1 4ti«v 

intVi W*l* WSt ¥(111 frci •BtW flCW Wflt UTOif 

m fifc« •IWR ft I ftft ¥Tft ^ TO Ift ¥tf 4TOf ¥rfl m TO 

ftiC* TO TO ¥ftCf ftWTOCTl IRl ^ TOW TOW CTOW TO TO WTO TOfti \ 
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- iw ’fln m toe? I ?? c?c^ toe? c? ao ?lwt?r ^ to csir? ?fiif 
?j|?re? ; »rrf%'«e«n' :)\ to? m ?to toe? i ^s8s<^\-to? ^ c^iff 

firtoe?! ??i ^ c?<t ?toto ^ to wfi ?f*r toe?i wm- 

c?to to?, ?? ?? wtoit tote? I ?rewi wtofy ??, ?iwt? to? to? w?t? 
wfT? ?t?! f?eito I tpfte?? If?! toI? k s^ijcfi? ?f? ?t?t? ¥?f? TO?)! ??ei ^i- 
?t?t^ TOR toiT fto ¥fc?3c<? ?e? 'ii?* ?R TO! cs^ttP? ?e<r '*t?w' ¥f??! 

C?-TO? ?ltR? Wfl TO! ?t^ ?TO ¥?rt?f? ?T?n ’fV? I ?it ?Rt?? ?^?? ?t?t? <4^ 

tfe^l to?l tffSipfe tof?C?? c? c?C!5to cnc?? wm c? ^^to? ?Tlt ^tos ?? ?t5t? process-fee 
?toe? shjte? to, Olio to ^rto tosc? i to <je^ tf?! to TOr ho ?t?! toRi ?nr) 
??ti toi process fee tos ?? 4?* CTOTT ?toto?? ??? ?fTO ?f?c?^ I f?c?r 
srto?, ?rt?1? Fttffe? f?e??, TOst ui? tojt? ^ ¥to tot? tot? tpn ?? to? ?m^ 
toRi • 

vfl^ ?e? TOT'S ?1%e?f? i8?N C?Me? 3eii? TO? ?to Land Revenue Acts cTO5 ?JR tp?t’ 
Ti tot? ^(??l? ^ip??i ?tt, c?r?to c?tei6fl ?t^TOT ?^?Te? ?^?t? tprm tot? TOrc? i ?t?i 
?? !j?n ?t?tc?? tfwt?? tot? ?TOf ?t^, to ao\ tot? ^tor c? to c?^ w?! TOc? 
c?e? ^fto c?t ototo fttft? ??e? ^tos f?n? TOt??i 'Q toto ?1?c? ?? i ?t? ?t^ 
??? Tot to toi to? 1 TO? 'bt^^ ?f?— co^toi ?to 

tfwt? to? to ?^tto ?! toi ?ff5^f?eTO tf?! ?! f?to cro^'? tf?i ?t?i ?? ?t?toi 

ton TOt? ¥?!? ?T?T! to Ito? I ?^ ?te?? ?t<if? ?t^, f?i flttorr ?t1to? ?i i fto 
?t?? tot?i ^tto?? TO5', ^?? TO^'— <41 ?? cuTR? TO^', f? to ?t? ?i (?r? ?! i cto cto 
?e? tiTOT TOP' !i?rt? to? ?ti tai ePe? TOe? 500 ?tP? ?? c?e? 1 

vsP ?rw ?1?e?f? f?f?? cf teP" ?rf? fto? TOtot ??? Ptot? c?«?i ??, w ?r? c?fvPt^ 
c?tP?ft^ OT'Q?! 1 ?TiP'ftoP fto? ??? c^Pto fto? ?7to ?ip 1 ento TOrto 

to?Te? c?? ?to ?t? 1 ^f? ^ direct ?t? ?Tc? c?fwPT? toPto f^ ? 7 ??i ??r 

CIS wf? fto? ?'9?t? ?te^ c? ?? I to?; ftoe?? ??t? cP? ?i ^itPcto 5 ?Te?? ?r ?7 
'?!f??i Pt^ fro TO? I c*ttPTO!§? to? c? ??? to? c? to ?T? ftoP to? TOrt? ^to? j 
c?P c?tP?to§? ?7to icf ff? ; ?to? TOR ?te? fto? tot c?r c? ^ c?? TO? 

?! I TOn Tot 4i?i? c?'ev? ?lt? tfwte?? wf? sale wfto? to? c?fwPt? c^ttp??? fto? ?m, 
to? I (Laughter in the house ) Pto? TOt? ftor? wt?' ?tP 1 ?T^?i crof? w?7 wtTOTe?? 
?wr??p to toWt? I ?f?'8 ?T^-PtPl ¥f?t?C?? fto »llp! ?tf?>itpt? W?! ?? I 

Thw Hon'Wa Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; 1 formally oppose the 
motions. There ie no time and I hope 1 tnll be able to discuss it during 
the budget discussion. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed C.'howdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 4,84,500 for expenditure under the head “7 — Land Revenue” 
during the current year be r^uced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about 
reduction of rent of lands under khasmahal estates in Bengal, specially in 
Chittagong district, where the rent of some of the estates was not reduced 
at all, was then put and lowt. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 4,84,500 for expenditure under the head ”7 — Land Revenue” 
during the current year be reduced by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion about 
the rwuction of process-fees for advertisement or revenue sale which is 
very high at present in Chittagdfeg, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 4,84,500 for expenditure under the head “7— Land Revenue” 
during the current year be r^uoed by Rs. 100 to raise a discussion 'to 
aboliw the present s^^stem of revenue sale of the jote mahals whose annual 
rent \% below Rs. 50 in Chittagong, was then pnt and lost. 








iiotiou ot Ehan Bfdiadiir JBtji Ahmad that the 

4^84^500 mider the head ‘7"4l(i|!4 

he eaneat yea?r V ^ «Uieiiii|^ 

laetioii oif the ejatem of eemag notice to the debtor }>j 
m the oertifioara sale of lands in addition to the 
then and lost. 

. The motion of Khan Bahadur Baji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that the 
demand of Rs. 4,84»500 for expenditure under the head *7 — Land Revenue’^ 
during current year be reduced by Rs. lOd to raise a diecuesion about 
the rwuction of the number of prooess-serrera by re-introduoing the system 
of servi^ notice to the land-lord and co-sharer per registered post as 
before. The present system of serving the same by process-servers is 
causing much sufering to all partier concerned due to its misdelivery and 
corrupt practioes> was ^n put and lost. 

The motion of the Mon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath MukeHea that a sum of 
Rs. 4,84,500 be granted for expenditure under the head *7'^Laiid Revenue*’ 
during the current year was then put and agreed to. 


8— Provliieial ixoiae. 

The Hon'ble Mr. PREMHARI MARMAl Sir. on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,74,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head *'8—Provinoiftl Excise** during 
the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

18-^orMl. 

The Hon*ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMAs . Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a snip of Rs. 7,91,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “10— Forest** during the current ' 
year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

11— Regietritkm. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUODINs Sir, on the recommendation of His 
Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,63^000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “11 — Registration” during the 
current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


18— Other Texee ami Dutiei. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdiA: Sir, on tbs rsoom- 
fflendation of His Excellency (he Governor, I beg to move that a sm of 
Ea. 36,600 ^ granted for expenditure under the head 13— Other Taxee 
and Duties” during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


27— AdmiMlrtntiM .f 4 MtiM. 

Th. HM'M. Nn»ai) MUtHARRUFF MOtAIN, KImh RthMlwi Sir, 
on the recommendation of His Excellency the Oovenwr, I beg to t^t 
a sum of Es. 10.86,0PQ be wanted for expenditure under tba head "27— 
Administration of Justice” during the cnereut year. 

■Die motion wae the* put and agreed to. 

•V — a,e^~ swtsu iaa^ma. mm/A SiyMBAia. 

Th. Mr* TAMlXUiMMM MIAMI Sir, m Rw twOMMudutioiK 

of Hie ExoeUency the Gorernot. I H 

nted for enenditnre under tjie head ‘'sT-r^duct^KiW-^ei^^ 
duiug ewanat yw. 

) moUon waa^ ftttiud hglMil In, 



r, on th«. thi I bw to i#i^ 

^ a stun of Boi 1,O8,#0 bo gmmtea f&t ozpobditiiro mid^ ^ 
Vetomaiy’ ; 4iimf tbe eotefiat ■ 

Tbe motion wa# tben put ana igfeod to. 

4S-4}0i4pill^. 

^^Mnnh ni^th mandali Sir, on tbe reoooi 
of Hin ExceUency the fiovemor, I beg to moTe that a sum c 
Bsil,dB,0(N) be granted lor expenditure under the head *'42-^o-operation‘ 
during ibe ouirent year. 

The motion wae then put and agreed to. 

«|-AigMriiifiiiirtto ftllOMfifioM niNi imnskMia and SM--^tofiiiiiiAali#;i 
pfmkm IHianood from ordinary rovonum. ^ 

TtIO Hon’Iilo Mn TULti GHAIIfifiA GMWAIMts Sir, on the r^on 
mendation of His Excellency the OoTemor, 1 beg to .more that a 
Be. 11,17,300 be granted for expenditure under the head '*65— Superat 
nuation allowances and j[)ensions and d5A— <€ommutation of pension 
Canoed from ordinary revenues*’ during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

^il--4tationory and Printing and Depreoiation Rmotuo FunA— Covommoii 

Praises. 

TIlS Hon’M Mr. TUUI CHANDRA G08WAMI: Sir, on the recon 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum o 
Bs. 4,64,300 be granted under the head *‘56— Stationery and Printing an 
Depreciation Beserve Fund — Government Presses’* during the current yea] 

The motion was then put and agreed to. / 

87— Misosilansotis. 

ms Hon’bls Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Sir, on the recom 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum p 
Bi. 3,07.000 be granted for expenditure under the head “67 — Miscellaneous^ 
during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agre^ to. ^ 

Intsrssl4rss Advansss. 

Tlia Hon’bls Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOCWAMIl Sir, on the recom 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum o 
Bs. 12,30,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ^‘Interest-fre 
Advances*’ during the current year. 

The motion lyas then put and agreed to. 


Laans and Advansss bsaring inisrsst 

TN Hsn’Ms Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI s Sir, on the recom 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum o 
Bs. 14,36,000 be panted for expenditure under the head * ’Loans am 
Advanois bearing Interest’* during the current year. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


A—Taxss on yiodnis oUisr lAan OorporatkMi Tix. 

Hit MoiPWt Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI s Sir, on tbe leoom 
inen 4 fttiao W» Exoellenoy tbe^lOoTemor, 1 beg to more tbet a mm o 
Iw. 68 , 4 !B 0 I. granted for eximditare tinder tbe bead “ 4 — Tezea o. inoam< 
omer t^ Ooi^^oraidon 7 an**\ 4 iuibit ^ onrrent Tear. 

then nttt'.aMj'. jm nnil to. ' ' 
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